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PM Khaire To Reshuffle Cabinet & Appoint 6 New Ministers 

On May 7, 2018  

A cabinet reshuffle and ministerial 

appointments  are in the offing 

following a series a meetings 

between Somali President 

Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo, 

Prime Minister Hassan Khaire and 

the new Speaker of the Lower 

House Mohamed Mursal. 

The reshuffle follows resignations of several Ministers and Deputy Ministers that goes back 

to 2017. 

The vacant portfolios are the Defence Ministry which had been held by Speaker Mursal since 

November 2017. Mursal had replaced Abdirashid Abdullahi Mohamed who quit under 

unclear circumstances. 

January 21 embattled Mayor of Mogadishu Thabit Mohamed Abdi was replaced by 

Information Minister Abdirahman Osman Yarisow and his position is yet to be filled three 

months later. 

Religious Affairs Minister Iman Abdullahi Abdi who later contested for Speaker position was 

fired the same day Mursal was appointed Minister. 

Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management portfolio fell vacant in November 2017 with 

the resignation of Minister Dr. Maryan Qasim. 
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The speaker race saw Abdiaziz Hassan Mohamed State Minister Trade and Commerce and 

his deputy Ibrahim Isaaq Yarow resign. 

But this will not only be a portfolio replacement according to an insider at the Office of the 

Prime Minister. Two ministers are expected to be swapped positions based on their past 

performance. 

Khaire has a delicate balancing act to do in the appointments of the new Ministers. 

“He will have to put in consideration individuals who backed him in the ousting of Speaker 

Jawari and the election of Speaker Mursal. These were two major political battles he faced 

and it is that time to reward or face political consequences” Daud Hussien  an analyst told 

Radio Dalsan. 

“The opposition are likely to gain more Mps on their side from the dissatisfied lot  after the 

appointments. Pledges were most likely made.That has been a common pattern in the 

Somali politics. Khaire could reverse this by honoring his pledges which may be challenging 

in the Somali political scenario” Hussien said. 

Out of 265 Mps who voted on April 30 147 voted for executive backed Mursal while the 

opposition threw their weight behind Ibrahim Yarow with 118 votes. 

Prime Minister Khaire is expected to fly to the Central Somalia coastal town of Hobyo in 

Galmudug state to launch the construction of Galkaio-Hobyo road with the cabinet 

appointment  and reshuffle expected anytime. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/07/pm-khaire-to-reshuffle-cabinet-appoint-6-

new-ministers/ 
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Somali Deputy Prime Minister visits Gedo region in flood stricken region 

May 7, 2018 by Pikeri Getrude - Mogadishu, Somalia - The Deputy Prime Minister of the 

Federal Government of Somalia, Hon. Mahdi Mohamed Guled has arrived in Gedo region in 

central Bari, Luuq and Dolow to meet the people affected by river floods. 

He was accompanied by Ministers, MPs, Intellectuals, Women, Youth, and the National 

Constituent Assembly, the first of its kind in Bar-dheere, where administrators  and the 

various sectors of society were welcomed. The governor of Baardheere and the region 

thanked the delegation for reporting on the situation. Later on the Deputy Prime Minister 

held a series of meetings with community members and thanked the large delegation and 

local leaders for their continued support towards the areas affected by floods. 

“The importance of our journey is to evaluate the situation in the region, to make it more 

complete, and the government is ready to provide everything in this situation.” said the 

Deputy Prime Minister. ” I call upon the people of Somalia to reach out to their brothers in 

crisis.” 

Members of the National Flood Rescue 

Board handed over  mosquito nets and 

Baco, to victims displaced by floods while 

the Deputy Prime Minister stated that the 

National Emergency Management Board 

will transfer $ 100,000 preliminary to start 

the rescue process and also manage the 

situation in Gedo region. 

http://kmaupdates.com/somali-deputy-prime-minister-visits-gedo-region-in-flood-

stricken-region  

EUTM - SOMALIA 08/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 3

http://kmaupdates.com/somali-deputy-prime-minister-visits-gedo-region-in-flood-stricken-region
http://kmaupdates.com/somali-deputy-prime-minister-visits-gedo-region-in-flood-stricken-region
http://kmaupdates.com/somali-deputy-prime-minister-visits-gedo-region-in-flood-stricken-region
http://kmaupdates.com/somali-deputy-prime-minister-visits-gedo-region-in-flood-stricken-region


 

 

 

Deputy Foreign Minister of Somalia attended the 45th Session of the Council 

of Foreign Ministers of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in Dhaka 

May 7, 2018 - Dhaka(SONNA) Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation of the Federal Republic of Somalia, H.E. 

Mr. Mukhtar Mahad Daud, 

attended the 45th session of 

Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation’s (OIC) Council of 

Foreign Ministers in the 

Bangladeshi capital Dhaka, 

where the foreign ministers 

and representatives of 57 

member states expressed deep 

dissatisfaction with the 

situation facing the Rohingya Muslims. 

They called upon the Republic of the Union of Myanmar to respect the rights of the 

Rohingyas. 

The May 5-6 ministerial meeting called on the international community to shoulder its 

responsibilities to pressure Myanmar to respect human rights and Rohingyas’ rights so that 

they can safely return to their homes. 

Somalia is in solidarity with the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in its objectives and 

agendas in economic cooperation, reducing humanitarian crises and solving the troubled 

political and security situation in the member countries. 

On the sidelines of the conference, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Mahad Daud met with Turkish Deputy Prime Minister HE Mr. 
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Bekir Bozdağ and discussed enhancing bilateral relations and cooperation as well as regional 

and international issues of common concern. 

The Deputy Foreign Minister also met with the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of theTurkish Republic of Northern Cyprus Prof. Dr. Kudret Özersay, where 

they discussed important issues of mutual concern. 

Among the items of the Dhaka Declaration, 

We reaffirm our commitment to respect the security, sovereignty, independence, 

territorial integrity of the Member-states, as well as the need to resolve lingering or 

emerging disputes and conflicts through negotiations, mediation, conciliation and the use of 

other peaceful means using political, diplomatic and international legal mechanisms based 

on the universally recognized principles and norms of international law. 

In this regard, we call for the full activation of the OIC Peace and Security architecture and 

the Good Offices of the Secretary-General. 

We emphasize the centrality of the cause of Palestine and Al-Quds Al-Sharif for the 

Ummah and reaffirm our principled support for the right of the Palestinian people to regain 

their inalienable rights, including the right to self-determination, and to the independence 

and sovereignty of the State of Palestine on the pre-1967 borders with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as 

its capital, as well as the right of the Palestinian refugees to return to their homes in 

accordance with international law and UN General Assembly Resolution 194(III). 

In this context, We reaffirm our rejection of the United States’ recent recognition of 

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and condemn its decision to move its Embassy to the city 

on May 14 and consider this planned action illegal and in clear defiance of international law 

and the international community’s collective will, as clearly expressed by the OIC 

Extraordinary Summit held in Istanbul on 13 December 2017 and the UN General Assembly 

Resolution no. 10/19, adopted on 21 December 2017. 
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We express deep concern over the recent systematic brutal acts perpetrated by 

security forces against the Rohingya Muslim Community in Myanmar that has reached the 

level of ethnic cleansing, which constitute a serious and blatant violation of international 

law, and which has affected over 370,000 Rohingya who have been forcibly displaced to 

Bangladesh and other countries across the region, in addition to the burning of their houses 

and places of worship. 

In this regard, we commend the personal leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 

addressing the plight of the most persecuted people in the world and seek strong 

International support to resolve the crisis and full implementation of the recommendations 

put forward by the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State (Annan Commission). 

We underline the need for earliest stabilization of the situation in the South East and 

Central Asia, the Middle East and North Africa and other parts of the African continent by 

way of urgent political resolution of all crises and conflicts to avoid their destructive and 

negative impact, in accordance with the principles of the UN and OIC Charters and 

universally recognized international norms, in order to bring to an end the sufferings of the 

affected  people and the resultant migration and displacement of population. 

In this context, We reaffirm our firm solidarity with Azerbaijan, Sudan, Comoros, Yemen, 

Libya, Syria, Mali, Somalia, Cote d’Ivoire, Central African Republic, Kosovo, Jammu and 

Kashmir and Northern Cyprus as well as all Muslim Communities and Minorities in non-OIC 

Member States within the established principle of the respect for the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the States in which they belong consistent with international law and 

agreements. 

http://sonna.so/en/?p=13265 
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Madoobe Faults Farmaajo Foreign Policy, Declares Support For UAE 

On May 7, 2018  

Somalia’s Jubbaland Regional State 

President Ahmed Islam Madobe has 

criticized the Somalia Federal 

Government for backing Qatar in the 

Gulf Crisis and sidelining UAE. 

Madobe spoke in the regional 

administration capital Kismayu upon his return from Ethiopia. 

He told Kismayu residents that he will back UAE and not Qatar. in the Gulf Crisis. 

“Current Somali Federal Government should strive to leave behind a better legacy than 

spewing propaganda on the social media”  he said. The Jubbaland leader had before arrival 

in Addis Ababa had been on an official visit to UAE under invitation from the Gulf state. 

Mogadishu-Abu Dhabi relations hit the rocks with last months seizure of an Emirati plane 

loaded with a cache of $ 9.6 M. 

The move forced UAE to halt its military training and funding for the Somalia National Army 

and later scrape Somalia from its online visa application replacing it with “Republic of 

Somaliland”. 

Somalia had settled for a “neutral” stance following the Gulf crisis although the Farmaajo 

administration has been seen to be warming up to Qatar. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/07/madoobe-faults-farmaajo-foreign-policy-

declares-support-for-uae/  
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External Interests Destabilizing Somalia, Kenyatta & Abiy Say 

On May 7, 2018 - A communique 

released after a meeting between 

Kenya President Uhuru Kenyatta and 

Ethiopia Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed in 

Nairobi has expressed concern at the 

recent development in Somalia in an 

apparent reference to the impact the 

2017 Gulf Crisis. 

“The leaders expressed deep concern at the effects of external interests that are aimed at 

further destabilizing Somalia’ the communique released on Monday partly said. Kenyatta 

had on his State of the Nation address last week pointed out what he termed interference 

on Somalia Affairs by UAE. Kenya and Ethiopia both troop contributing countries also stated 

the continued threat of the Al-qaeda linked militant group Alshabaab to both Somalia and 

the region. The leaders seek more support from the international community. 

“In this regard, they expressed concern at the continued lukewarm international support for 

Somalia, in particular the inadequate and unpredictable funding for AMISOM, which poses 

a threat to gains made thus far” the communique said. 

“In this regard, the two leaders committed to continue lobbying for adequate and 

sustainable support to AMISOM, including provision of force multipliers for the mission in 

Somalia, as well as training for the Somalia security forces” it farther said. 

Dr Abiy is on a two day state visit to Kenya his third foreign country tour since he replaced 

HaileMariam Desalegn as the Prime Minister of Ethiopia.  

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/07/external-interests-destabilizing-

somalia-kenyatta-abiy-say/  
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THE GULF CRISIS COMES TO 
SOMALIA
By Sarah Constantine
 Tension between Somalia and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) came to a head in early April when Somali forces seized $9.6 
million in cash from a UAE plane in Mogadishu. The incident signals 
a further escalation of the dispute between the two countries 
following the June 2017 decision by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and 
Bahrain to cut ties with Qatar. While Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
have increasingly pressured Somalia to join their efforts to isolate 
Qatar, the Somali Federal Government (SFG) has maintained its 
neutrality. The UAE has also independently pursued economic and 
military ties with Somaliland and Puntland, threatening the SFG’s 
claims to the breakaway regions. The continued crisis adds further 
stress to Somalia’s already-weak government at a time when security challenges remain severe.  more... 
 
Sarah Constantine is a Research Associate in the Africa Program at the Institute for Defense Analyses. 

MOROCCO’S COMPLEX WATER SECURITY CHALLENGES  
By Richard Pera
 The water crisis in Cape Town, South Africa has called attention 
to the growing problem of water security in Africa. As surprising as it 
is that a city of 4 million people could run out of water, experts point 
out that other regions are also at risk. For example, the Maghreb 
(northwest Africa) has exceptionally vulnerable water resources, 
and despite years of policy planning, Morocco is projected to become 
one of the world’s most water-challenged countries by 2040. What 
is water security? What factors account for Morocco’s situation, and what are the implications of a water crisis in 
Morocco?     more...

Richard Pera is a Research Staff Member at the Institute for Defense Analyses. 

About IDA 
The Institute for Defense Analyses is a non-profit corporation operating in the public interest. 
IDA’s three federally-funded research and development centers provide objective analyses of national security issues and related 
national challenges, particularly those requiring scientific and technical expertise.
IDA’s Africa team focuses on issues related to political, economic, and social stability and security on the continent.
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THE GULF CRISIS COMES TO SOMALIA
By Sarah Constantine
 Tension between Somalia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
came to a head in early April when Somali forces seized $9.6 million 
in cash from a UAE plane in Mogadishu. The incident signals a further 
escalation of the dispute between the two countries following the June 
2017 decision by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain to cut ties with 
Qatar. While Saudi Arabia and the UAE have increasingly pressured 
Somalia to join their efforts to isolate Qatar, the Somali Federal 
Government (SFG) has maintained its neutrality. The UAE has also 
independently pursued economic and military ties with Somaliland 
and Puntland, threatening the SFG’s claims to the breakaway regions. 
The continued crisis adds further stress to Somalia’s already-weak 
government at a time when security challenges remain severe.

Somalia Unwillingly Drawn into the Gulf Imbroglio

 Somalia has historically maintained close ties to Arab countries. 
Somalia is a member of the Arab League, and its physical proximity 
to the Arabian peninsula has ensured a robust economic exchange. 
In addition, Somalia has received significant humanitarian assistance 
and budgetary support from Qatar, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia. Somalia has shown itself receptive to political demands, 
granting Saudi Arabia use of its airspace and territorial waters for strikes against Houthi rebels in Yemen in 2015, and 
cutting diplomatic ties with Iran at Saudi Arabia’s behest in 2016. 

 Somalia has also maintained strong ties to Turkey, which has historically provided significant humanitarian 
and financial support to Somalia, and the country maintains a military base in Mogadishu. Turkish President Recep 
Erdogan has visited Somalia three times since 2011, making a strong symbolic statement about Turkey’s support for 
the Somali government. 

 Given the breadth of Somalia’s ties to the region, the June 2017 decision by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain to 
cut ties with Qatar presented the SFG with a dilemma. Despite Saudi and UAE appeals for all Horn of Africa countries 
to cut ties with Qatar, Somalia maintained an official position of neutrality in the dispute. The decision was seen as de 
facto support for Qatar and its ally Turkey, particularly as Somalia allowed Qatar to use its air space in the days following 
the outbreak of the crisis. 

Disputes Strengthen Somalia’s Federated States

 As the ongoing dispute has caused the relationship between Somalia and the UAE to deteriorate, tensions have 
mounted over UAE investments in Somaliland, which claims independence from Somalia, and Puntland, a quasi-
independent region under Somalia’s federal government. 

 The UAE is seeking to expand its economic holdings and military access along the Gulf of Aden. In 2016, the Emirati 
company DP World signed a $442 million deal to upgrade Somaliland’s Berbera port, and in March 2018 Ethiopia signed 
a deal with DP World and the Somaliland government for a 19-percent stake in the port. Separately, the Somaliland 
government also granted the UAE a 25-year concession to build a military base in Berbera. In Puntland, the Dubai-owned 
company P&O Ports signed a deal with the Puntland government in April 2017 to develop a seaport in Bosaso. 
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 These investments have increased pressure on the fragile balance of power between the SFG and Somalia’s federated 
states. The SFG claims that the states cannot sign deals without approval from the central government, and in March 2018, 
Somalia’s parliament passed a law banning DP World from investing in Somalia. The law is symbolic, because the SFG 
has no means to enforce it. In reality, the UAE investments will strengthen Somaliland and Puntland economically and 
politically, increasing their ability to resist SFG oversight. This creates a significant challenge for the SFG in its continual 
efforts to maintain the adherence of Somalia’s six states to the central government. 

Gulf Crisis Emphasizes SFG Weakness

 The prospect of increased foreign intervention in Somaliland and Puntland is only one sign of the SFG’s fragility. 
Somalia’s relationships with Gulf countries have raised uncomfortable questions about corruption and infighting within 
the SFG. In the run-up to the 2016 election, Turkey, Sudan, the UAE, and Qatar reportedly poured millions of dollars 
into parliamentary and presidential campaigns to ensure the election of politicians friendly to their interests. Critics 
of Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed claim his insistence on neutrality in the Gulf crisis is due to his 
financial reliance on Qatar.

 Infighting within the SFG reached a crisis point in April 2018, when a dispute between President Mohamed and the 
Speaker of Parliament, Mohamed Osman Jawari, nearly devolved into a fight between their respective armed guards. 
While Jawari ultimately resigned on April 9, the SFG’s gridlock is a distraction from the immediate security challenges 
facing Somalia. 

 In fact, the worsening relationship with the UAE has drawn attention to the Somali National Army’s (SNA) lack 
of professionalism. Following a UAE announcement that it would withdraw security assistance from Somalia, two 
rival SNA units engaged in a gunfight over control of an abandoned UAE training facility. UAE-provided weapons 
from the facility were later found on sale at a black market in Mogadishu.  

Conclusion

 The Gulf crisis has challenged Somalia by highlighting how unprepared the SFG is to take on the basic tasks 
of governing. While UAE investments in Somaliland and Puntland make negotiations over the status of Somalia’s 
federated states increasingly difficult, the security situation within SFG-controlled areas seems to be deteriorating. 
On October 14, 2017, Mogadishu experienced its most destructive terrorist attack to date when al Shabaab detonated 
two truck bombs, killing an estimated 500 people. The SFG’s ability to build a responsive national government appears 
increasingly distant.

Sarah Constantine is a Research Associate in the Africa Program at the Institute for Defense Analyses.
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MOROCCO’S COMPLEX WATER SECURITY CHALLENGES  
By Richard Pera
 The water crisis in Cape Town, South Africa has called attention to the growing problem of water security in Africa. 
As surprising as it is that a city of 4 million people could run out of water, experts point out that other regions are also at 
risk. For example, the Maghreb (northwest Africa) has exceptionally vulnerable water resources, and despite years of policy 
planning, Morocco is projected to become one of the world’s most water-challenged countries by 2040. What is water 
security? What factors account for Morocco’s situation, and what are the implications of a water crisis in Morocco?

What is Water Security?

 The United Nations defines water security as:

the capacity of a population to safeguard sustainable access to adequate quantities of acceptable 
quality water for sustaining livelihoods, human well-being, and socio-economic development, 
for ensuring protection against water-borne pollution and water-related disasters, and for 
preserving ecosystems in a climate of peace and political stability.

 This definition establishes a correlation between water security and human security and links human well-being and 
economic development. Good governance, and accountability, and climate change all have major effects on water security. 

Morocco’s Water Challenges

 Despite its arid climate, Morocco possesses surface water from rivers, lakes, and reservoirs and from aquifers beneath 
Earth’s surface. Over time, however, these sources have diminished. Since 1960, annual per capita water availability has 
decreased from 3,500 cubic meters (m3) per person to 750 m3. Hydrologists assess the “population-water equation” as 
follows: when supply falls below 1,000 m3 per person, the population faces “water scarcity;” and when it falls below 500 
m3, it faces “absolute water scarcity.” By 2022, water availability in Morocco is projected to fall to below 500 m3 per person.

 Several factors account for Morocco’s current and future water problems:

• Climate Change. The UN has labeled Morocco “very vulnerable” to climate change. Average 
temperatures are projected to rise 1–1.5 degrees Celsius by 2050, and annual precipitation to 
drop 10–20 percent. The rain that does fall may accelerate early runoff of snowpack reserves in 
the Atlas Mountains, decreasing water renewal. Sea levels are expected to rise, threatening to 
pollute coastal aquifers. Dry spells and heat waves may intensify, and erratic weather patterns 
may result in both drought and deluge. The 2016 drought, the worst in 30 years, reduced crop 
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yields and GDP. Some are pointing to dramatic images of al Massira, Morocco’s second largest 
reservoir, as evidence of climate change, drought, and nonsustainable development. The 
reservoir has shrunk by 60 percent in the past three years and is at its lowest level in a decade 
(see illustration). 

• Agriculture. Agricultural production accounts for 15 percent of GDP, 40 percent of employment, 
and 10 percent of exports. Many Moroccan crops are water-intensive, and 90 percent of all 
water usage is for irrigation. For example, Morocco is the world’s seventh largest exporter of 
watermelons, the farming of which requires large amounts of water. In addition, Morocco is the 
world’s largest producer of “cannabis resin” (hashish), an illegal crop that requires particularly 
large quantities of water.

• Mining. Mining accounts for 10 percent of GDP. Morocco (including the Western Sahara) 
possesses nearly 75 percent of the world’s phosphorus reserves and is one of the top exporters 
of phosphate rock, essential to production of fertilizer. Moroccan phosphate exports are so 
important that some say that the world’s food supply depends on Morocco. Unfortunately, 
phosphate mining is very water-intensive. Making matters worse, groundwater quality can be 
degraded by phosphate mining.

• Tourism. Tourism accounts for 6.6 percent of GDP. It, too, is water-intensive, especially the 
manicured golf courses that have been built on the Atlantic coast of the “Kingdom of Golf” to 
appeal to wealthy Western travelers.

• Population. Demography is a key factor in water security. Morocco’s population in 2018 is 36 
million, of which 60 percent live in urban areas. In 1995, the population was 27 million, of 
which 51 percent were urban dwellers. In 2050, the population is projected to be 46 million, 
of which 74 percent will be urban. The World Bank projects that urban areas will experience a 
sharp decline in water resource availability. 

Government Water Policies

 United Nations, World Bank, and World Economic Forum literature suggests that international institutions respect 
Morocco’s efforts to deal with its water challenges. In fact, Morocco is an international leader in attempting to deal with 
water security issues, having hosted the UN Climate Change Convention (known as COP22) in Marrakech in 2016, which 
included a “Water for Africa” initiative. The government’s “Water Law 36-15” of November 2015 recognizes Morocco’s water 
challenges, improves governance, protects water resources by strengthening water police and levying fines, establishes 
an institutional framework for disaster protection, and encourages development of unconventional resources, including 
desalinization of seawater. Morocco devotes 9 percent of its budget to climate change adaptation and climate resilience, 
and this figure is expected to rise. Recognizing the formidable challenge of achieving the objectives of the “National Water 
Plan,” in October 2017, the new Prime Minister, Saad El Othmani, pushed back the government’s target year to achieve 
water security from 2030 to 2050.  

Implications for the Future

 Lack of water security endangers Morocco’s ability to maintain its impressive pace of economic development. The 
challenge is especially great for water-intensive industries like mining, agriculture, and hydropower, whose outputs could 
be cut. Lack of water could hurt tourism as well: restrictions on swimming pools and golf courses likely would reduce the 
attractiveness of Morocco to tourists.

 Endemic water scarcity could threaten societal stability. Residents of Zagora, a rural town of 25,000 in east-central 
Morocco, had no running water for three months last summer. In response, some protested, and eight were jailed for 
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insulting government officials. The government subsequently fixed the problem, but residents say the water is not potable, 
forcing women to walk longer distances, and to pay, for clean water. More protests could occur if more people lose access 
to clean water. 

 If water scarcity makes life too difficult, some Moroccans might choose to migrate—as hundreds of thousands of 
West Africans have already done—to Europe. Morocco is already a “key migration transit country,” as every year thousands 
of West Africans seek to reach the Spanish enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla, which form the European Union’s only land border 
with Africa 

 The Moroccan government deserves credit for establishing a funded plan for water security. It remains to be seen if it 
will work and if it will work in time.

Richard Pera is a Research Staff Member at the Institute for Defense Analyses. 
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Somalis not ready for own security - UPDF 

Helping hand. UPDF troops under 

Amisom serve food to some Somalis in 

Buffo, south west of the capital 

Mogadishu last week.  

In Summary 

Donors and Mogadishu want the 

foreign troops out to enable Somali 

security forces take control of the 

Horn of African country. 

Amisom was initially given a six-months to stabilise Somalia, starting with the Capital, 

Mogadishu. 

The militants are spread across Qoryooley, Baraawe and Marka in the Lower Shabelle region 

and they collect taxes from the population. 

By MOSES KYEYUNE  

The Ugandan contingent in Somalia under the African Union Peace-keeping Mission in 

Somalia (Amisom) has reiterated the country’s call on the UN to go slow on troop reduction 

in the country. 

The call by the UPDF contingent commander, Brig Paul L’Okech, last Thursday came in the 

wake of divisions among troop-contributing countries, Somali officials and the international 

community , on the timetable to withdraw foreign forces.  
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Donors and Mogadishu want the foreign troops out to enable Somali security forces take 

control of the Horn of African country. 

Some Somali government officials told a summit of troop contributing countries in Kampala 

early this year that they feel their security forces are now capable to run the country’s 

security.  

Uganda’s Foreign Minister Sam Kutesa, according to one senior government official who 

attended the February summit at Commonwealth Resort Munyonyo, quipped: “I did not 

know that we are no longer wanted [in Somalia].”  

Uganda was the first country to deploy in Somalia in March 2007 and the UPDF, with 5,700 

troops on the ground, constitute the largest contingent under the 22,000 Amisom.  

In a briefing last week to Ugandan journalists, Brig L’Okech insisted said their offensive 

against the al-Shabaab is a noble cause to pacify a stricken Africa country and prevent the 

conflict effects to spill over to Uganda.  

He said the main concern for insisting on staying on in Somalia for now, is to ensure the 

Somali National Army builds capacity to sustain current gains in the anti-al-Shabaab fight. 

“Yes, they (Somalia National Army) are being prepared, but they have not reached the level 

where they can take on some responsibility. In some areas, they still need to be trained...and 

it is a process,” Brig L’okech said. 

“We can say today that ‘we have trained them; so, let us pull out’. We shall not have done 

anything for our brothers and sister in Somalia [if al-Shabaab take over],” he added.  

Amisom was initially given a six-months to stabilise Somalia, starting with the Capital, 

Mogadishu. 

However, the UN and African Union continued re-adjusting the time frame and mandate 

owing to al-Shabaab’s continued threat to the Federal Government of Somalia and 

neigbouring countries.  
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“Our main motive was how to help Somalis achieve peace and that’s what we are looking 

forward to; many were doubting our capability, with some saying the mission is dead on 

arrival but 10 years down the road, Mogadishu is peaceful with very many embassies 

operating,” Brig L’okech said. 

The UN Security Council in August 2017 passed resolution 2372, demanding Amisom for a 

drawback in troop numbers to enable gradual handover of security to Somali security forces 

by 2021. 

Brig L’okech saidt the withdraw of troops “should be carefully handled”, lest the situation 

reverts to the precarious one 10 years ago. 

The militants are spread across Qoryooley, Baraawe and Marka in the Lower Shabelle region 

and they collect taxes from the population. 

Their ever present threat is that they are embedded within the populations and only attack 

when chance presents itself.  

Concerns over the possibility of an indiscriminate killing of civilians during a full-throttle 

operation has hamstrung efforts to drive out al-Shabaab, the military said. 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Somalis-not--ready-own-security-

UPDF/688334-4550074-glfjtf/index.html 
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African Union’s support to the Somali Transition Plan and the upcoming AU-

UN Joint Review of African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 

The Commissioner for Peace and Security - Amb. Smail Chergui and the Prime Minister agreed 

that AMISOM should continue engaging and contributing to political processes in Somalia 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, May 7, 2018 -  The Commissioner for Peace and Security - Amb. 

Smail Chergui and the Prime Minister of the Federal Government of Somalia – H.E. Hassan 

Ali Khayre exchanged views on AU’s support to the Somali Transition Plan and the upcoming 

AU-UN Joint Review of AMISOM. During the discussion, Amb. Smail Chergui made reference 

to the Communique of the Peace and Security Council adopted at its 769th Meeting held on 

Monday 30 April 2018 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia which commends the Federal Government 

of Somalia (FGS) for the finalization of the Somalia Transition Plan. The Communique further 

appreciates the critical role of AMISOM in the transition process which should ultimately 

enable the FGS to take over primary security responsibility of Somalia.   

Relatedly, the Commissioner and the Prime Minister agreed that AMISOM should continue 

engaging and contributing to political processes in Somalia. In this regard, AMISOM will 

extend its civilian presence across AMISOM’s area of responsibility to provide support to 

inclusive political processes. It was also agreed that the role of the AU is critical in providing 

capacity building support, including training and mentoring, to the Somalia National Army 

(SNA) and Somali Police Force (SPF). Additionally, AMISOM will continue to support 

stabilization and other related activities as provided for in the Somali Transition Plan. 

Based on the above, it was reiterated that the upcoming AU-UN Joint Review of AMISOM as 

per UNSCR 2372, should consider enhancing the existing capacities and capabilities of both 

AMISOM and Somali Security Institutions to effectively facilitate the Transition. 

https://african-union.africa-newsroom.com/press/african-unions-support-to-the-somali-

transition-plan-and-the-upcoming-auun-joint-review-of-african-union-mission-in-somalia-

amisom?lang=en  
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AMISOM Police lays the groundwork for deployment of more officers to Belet 

Weyne  

May 7, 2018 - The African 

Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) Police Operations 

Coordinator ACP Ali D. 

Gwambal and a team of 

logistic officers from 

Mogadishu during a visit to 

Belet Weyne on May 02, 

2018. The team visited 

AMISOM and UN camps to assess the accommodation requirements and facilities in 

preparation for the deployment of Nigerian FPUs in the near future. AMISOM Photo 

A team of senior police officers from the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 

headquarters last week visited Belet Weyne to access ongoing preparations for the 

deployment of a Formed Police Unit to Hiiran region in south-central Somalia. 

The team, led by AMISOM Police Operations Coordinator, Daniel Ali Gwambal, inspected 

facilities to be used by the unit comprising 32 Nigerian police  officers, who are expected in 

Belet Weyne in the coming weeks. 

“The purpose of visiting Belet Weyne today is to have the on-spot assessment of the facilities 

that are on ground,” said Mr. Gwambal. 

He added that the team also came to access progress being made, in the mentorship 

programme, by individual police officers who were deployed three months ago. 
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Superintendent of Police, Samuel E.M. William, AMISOM Team Site Leader in Belet Weyne, 

said the deployment of the Formed Police Unit (FPU) would greatly boost activities of 

individual police officers, providing them with security to enable them access new areas. 

“Formerly, we were not able to visit many sites but with the FPU, it will be easier for us. We 

will be able to visit any scene that has incidents,” he noted. 

The Contingent Commander of the Nigerian FPU, Superintendent Haruna Ismail, said the 

preparations had been completed, adding that the arrival of the team will boost security in 

the region. 

“We are giving them the assurance, we are bringing a well-trained, weapon handling 

personnel that can withstand any threat and provide security to the personnel on this 

ground,” he said. 

The FPU will provide escort to the individual police officers training and mentoring Somali 

Police in Belet Weyne. They will also provide security to AMISOM and its partners. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/amisom-police-lays-the-groundwork-for-deployment-of-more-

officers-to-belet-weyne/ 
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Somalia's al Shabaab kills nine Kenyan soldiers: president 

NAIROBI (Reuters) - The Islamist militant group al 

Shabaab has killed nine Kenyan soldiers in 

Somalia, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta said 

on Monday.  

The president’s office offered no other details on 

the incident that led to the soldiers’ deaths.  

“Earlier today, I was appalled and saddened to learn that we had lost nine young patriots to 

a cowardly terrorist attack in Somalia,” Kenyatta said in a statement.  

A military source with knowledge of the incident said the soldiers had been killed by an 

improvised explosive device in Dobley on Sunday afternoon.  

Al Shabaab is fighting to topple Somalia’s central government and establish its own rule 

based on its strict interpretation of Islamic law.  

The group also conducts frequent assaults in Kenya, mostly in the region bordering Somalia, 

to put pressure on the Kenyan government to withdraw its peacekeeping troops from 

Somalia.  
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Kenya forms part of the African Union force AMISOM, which is defending Somalia’s 

government against al Shabaab.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-security/somalias-al-shabaab-kills-nine-

kenyan-soldiers-president-idUSKBN1I824X?rpc=401& 
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KENYA: Cops arrest couple linked to al Shabaab  

Monday May 7, 2018 

Police arrested Fartu Mohammed Guleid 

and her husband Yassin Abdile Hussein 

in Nairobi.  

Police have arrested a couple 

suspected to be financiers and 

logistical operatives for the al-Shabaab terror group. Yassin Abdille Hussein aka Abu Sumeiya 

and his wife Fartun Mohammed Guleid were arrested in Eastleigh, Nairobi. The two are also 

believed to be accomplices of a key al-Shabaab operative in Mandera, Abdiweli Mohamed 

Guleid alias Abdiweli Kamaure. Kamaure is the mastermind behind the November 2014 

Mandera bus attack where the militants killed all the non-Muslims on board the Mandera-

bound bus. The couple, from the Marehan clan, emigrated from Gedo region in Somalia and 

has been operating in Kenya using fake documents. Police reports indicate that the two have 

various businesses whose finances are channelled to support al Shabaab activities. The 42-

year-old Hussein is a contractor who mainly operates his renovation trade in South B and 

parts of Eastleigh. His wife Fartun Mohammed Guleid, 41, is a sister to Kamaure. An inquiry 

into how they were able to open businesses and operate in the country under false 

documentation is still ongoing. Initial reports confirm that the two have been channeling 

funds to Kamaure for over five years now. Police said Kamaure joined al Shabaab in 2007 

and is currently the deputy Governor of Gedo Region serving under al Shabaab head Sheikh 

Abdirahman Fillow. He is said to be instrumental in the coordination of attacks by Alshabaab 

in Bulla-Hawa, Mandera and along the border of Mandera and Somalia. He also also believed 

to be behind the deployment of militants to kill teachers and quarry workers in Mandera 

County. Kamaure has also been in charge of some of the attacks by the group in Wajir. 
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Somalia: United Nations expert urges action to stop children being kidnapped 

and used as fighters 

Mr. Nyanduga welcomed the adoption of the first-ever Joint Programme on Human Rights in 

Somalia and urged the international community to support the ground-breaking initiative 

MOGADISHU, Somalia, May 7, 2018 -- The Independent Expert on the situation of human 

rights in Somalia, Bahame Tom Mukirya Nyanduga, has condemned recent terrorist attacks 

in the country, and called for the immediate release of all children kidnapped or recruited 

as fighters in the country’s armed conflict. 

“The abduction of children by the Al Shabaab group and their recruitment and use by 

Government security forces in the armed conflict constitute a grave violation of the 

children’s rights,” the expert said in a statement at the end of a six-day mission to assess the 

human rights situation in the country. 

Mr. Nyanduga commended the Government for measures taken so far to rehabilitate 

children captured in combat, and for recognizing that such children were victims, but he 

urged the authorities to act now to stop children being used in the fighting. The expert also 

called on the Government to build rehabilitation centres to address the plight of children 

associated with Al Shabaab. 

He welcomed action by both the Government and the international community to reduce 

loss of life from famine, but made clear that more had to be done urgently to help thousands 

of people forced to leave their homes because of flooding. 

“The Government must commit itself to addressing this recurring problem by adopting a 

range of durable solutions, including the relocation of victims to higher ground,” the expert 

said.  
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The Government must commit itself to addressing this recurring problem by adopting a 

range of durable solutions, including the relocation of victims to higher ground 

He hailed the Government for some human rights improvements, including ending the 

practice of executing in public those convicted of terrorism-related offences, but made clear 

there was still much more to be done to improve human rights more generally in Somalia.  

“There has been a considerable improvement in the right to freedom of expression and 

opinion compared to the previous year, but I am still receiving reports of harassment, 

intimidation, arrest and detention without trial of journalists.  I call on the Government to 

ensure respect for the right to freedom of expression and opinion, and a free media,” the 

expert said. 

Mr. Nyanduga also called for measures to halt the marginalisation of minority clans and 

people forced to move from their homes to other parts of Somalia. He also urged the 

Government to provide a legal framework to protect people with disabilities.  

The expert called for a comprehensive review of the country’s traditional dispute resolution 

framework and urged steps to ensure that traditional elders protected women against 

female genital mutilation, rape and other sexual and gender-based violence while respecting 

international human rights standards.  

The Independent Expert also wanted to see a strengthening of the justice sector, in 

particular the police, judiciary, related ministries and other institutions crucial for 

underpinning security sector reforms.  

Mr. Nyanduga welcomed the adoption of the first-ever Joint Programme on Human Rights 

in Somalia and urged the international community to support the ground-breaking 

initiative.  

During his visit the Independent Expert met a range of people including ministers, members 

of the judiciary and those representing civil society. He will submit a report with 

recommendations to the Human Rights Council in Geneva in September 2018. 

https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/somalia-united-nations-expert-urges-action-to-

stop-children-being-kidnapped-and-used-as-fighters?lang=en  
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Somalia calls for international cooperation to stop illegal charcoal trade 

May. 07, 2018, By GILBERT KOECH@KOECHJUNIOR_1 

Kenya Defence Forces and Somali 

Transitional Federal Government (TFG) 

soldiers take part in a joint-patrol at a 

charcoal depository formerly under the 

control of Al Shabaab militants in Burgabo, 

south of Kismayu in Somalia December 14, 

2011.  

The Federal Government of Somalia has 

called for international, African and Gulf 

States cooperation in halting the illegal export of charcoal from the country. 

The export of charcoal from Somalia has been banned, both by a 2012 United Nations 

Security Council resolution and by the Somali Government, due to its destructive effect on 

the environment and its exacerbation of conflict and humanitarian crises. 

An estimated 8.2 million trees were cut down for charcoal in Somalia between 2011 and 

2017, increasing land degradation, food insecurity and vulnerability to flooding and drought. 

Over 80 per cent of charcoal produced in Somalia is exported to Gulf States and neighbouring 

countries. 

Illegal trade in charcoal is recognised as a key contributor to insecurity in Somalia, providing 

a major source of funding for militias, terrorist groups, and other actors linked to conflict, 

who illegally tax exports. 
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In his opening address during the opening of a two-day UN-supported conference on 

charcoal in Mogadishu, the Deputy Prime Minister of Somalia, Mahdi Mohamed Guled, 

reaffirmed the Somali government’s commitment to halting illegal trade of charcoal and 

providing alternative livelihood and energy options. 

He also called for urgent action and support from the international community and countries 

that are importing charcoal. 

“We need a holistic response to address the issues of charcoal in Somalia. Both the demand 

and supply side have to be tackled – to do this we need cooperation to implement the UN 

Security Council Resolution and ensure the environmental, economic and human losses that 

happen because of illegal charcoal trade are curbed,” the Deputy Prime Minister said. 

“The environmental destruction brought on by the charcoal trade contributes to drought, 

flooding, the loss of livelihoods and increase in food insecurity. Together with conflict, this 

exacerbates the humanitarian situation in Somalia,” said the Deputy Special Representative 

of the Secretary-General for Somalia, Peter de Clercq. 

“But due to high levels of poverty in Somalia and lack of opportunities, many are forced to 

turn to unsustainable and illegal livelihoods, such as charcoal production. The people of this 

country deserve better”. Juliette Biao Koudenoukpo, UN Environment Regional Director for 

Africa, said regional partnership is key to stopping the unsustainable production, use and 

export of charcoal in Somalia. 

“UN Environment and its partners are supporting the Government of Somalia to develop 

sound policy frameworks to support the ban and find alternatives to charcoal,” she said. 

Participants at the event, which concludes on Tue,sday May 8, are expected to develop a 

concrete roadmap for action, including enforceable regional policies, to halt charcoal trade, 

as well as its unsustainable production and use within Somalia. 

The high-level summit is supported by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 

UN Environment, and the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), 

with funding from Sweden, the European Union and Italy. 
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Qatari-Turkish campaign provides aid to flood victims in Somalia 

May 08 2018 - Some 5,000 Somali families have availed of the aid provided by a joint Qatari-

Turkish campaign to help flood victims in Baldwin, Somalia.  

This is the first humanitarian initiative to respond to relief calls by flood victims in this city 

located in the centre of the country. Qatar Charity (QC), jointly with Turkish TIKA Foundation 

and Turkish Red Crescent, oversaw the campaign that provided food and shelter assistance. 

Flooding in the city of Baldwin was caused by high water levels in the Shabelle river, 

produced by rainfall on the mountains of Ethiopia. It displaced about 100,000 households 

and caused material damage to land, markets and food stores. The campaign provided 

assistance and food to 5,000 affected families, as well as plastic wraps, drinking water, toilet 

facilities and medical services for those affected in the camps. 

According to Somali reports, some 26,000 families are now living in camps for the displaced, 

who have left their homes and are dependent on humanitarian aid. 

Mohamed Abdi, head of Hirshabelle State, said the water inundated vast tracts of land and 

almost destroyed the infrastructure of the city. He thanked QC, TIKA Foundation and the 

Turkish Red Crescent for their quick response to relief their affected brothers. In turn, the 

Somali Deputy Prime Minister Mahdi Mohamed Guled praised the humanitarian role of 

Qatar and Turkey in Somalia, describing it as a positive role. 

He stressed that the Somali people will remember the generosity of those who stood by 

their side in various circumstances and crises, revealing that the Somali government is 

working to rehabilitate the affected areas in co-operation with its partners through 

programs of development and restoration of stability. — QNA 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/591943/Qatari-Turkish-campaign-provides-aid-to-flood-

vict 
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This map illustrates satellite-detected flood
water extent over the district of Belet
Weyne, Hiraan region, Somalia using a
SAR image from 06 May 2018 and an
optical VHR image over Beledweyne town.
More than 2800 km2 of lands were
assessed and about 19,000 ha (190km2)
appear to be inundated which corresponds
to about to about 7% of the total analysed
zone. In This analysed area and according
to WorldPop data the population is
estimated to ~126,000 people, ~ 32,000 live
in the flooded zone and about 70,000 within
100 meters distance from the flooded areas.
It is likely that flood waters have been
systematically underestimated along highly
vegetated areas along main river banks and
within built-up urban areas because of the
special characteristics of the satellite data
used. This is a preliminary analysis and has
not yet been validated in the field. Please
send ground feedback to UNITAR UNOSAT.
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 FIGURES 
Affected 
population 

7.88 m 

MAM 3.5 m 

SAM 350,000 

# of people 
displaced due to 
conflict         

 1.2 m 

# of people displaced due to 
climatic shocks                 0.5 m    

 

FUNDING 
US$1.658 billion  

Requirement for 2018 Ethiopia 
Humanitarian and Disaster 
Resilience Plan  

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Recent flash floods are 
causing displacement 
and livelihood damages 
in many parts of the 
country. 
 

 Shebelle zone of 
Somali region is the 
worst-affected with 
nearly 26,000 hose 
holds displaced by 
floods. 
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26,000 households displaced by flash floods in 
Shebelle zone of Somali region 
Moderate to heavy gu rains in some parts of Somali region and reinforced heavy rains in 
Bale highlands of Oromia region resulted in severe flooding in the first week of April. A multi-
sector joint rapid flood assessment conducted in Shebelle zone from 9 to 24 April 2018 
identified six woredas as severely affected by recent flash floods. The worst affected 
woredas are those on downstream areas such as Kalafo, Mustahil and Ferfer which are 
currently cut - off by flood waters. Beracno and East-Imay are also among the most flood 
affected woredas. The most affected communities have no access to basic services and 
markets.  

 
Figure 1 In Cherati woreda, WFP truck gets stuck in mud in the road to Hargelle, Afder zone. 

Level of flood damages 

Some 5,113 houses in Mustahil, Kalafo and Ferfer woredas have been destroyed.  A total 
72 schools/ABEs have been affected (43 in Kelafo, 14 Mustahil, 2 Ferfer 9 Ber’ano, and 4 
Adadle woredas.  Some 36 health facilities (HC 3 and HPs 33) have been affected. The 
assessment found out shortage of all types of medical supplies drugs, equipment, RUFT, 
mosquito nets, AWD drugs and malaria drugs reported. Some 6,648 latrines were destroyed 
by flood (2,175 in Kalafo, 4,448 in Mustahil and 25 pits in Adadle woredas). 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Ethiopia 
Issue 52| 23 April-06 May 2018 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Oromia and SNNP 
commence return of 
conflict IDPs in West 
Gujji and Gedeo zones 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Immediate needs 

While more than 27,000 households need emergency relief food, over 16,000 displaced 
households need immediate shelter and NFIs. Serious damage of most of the water sources 
by the recent floods calls for urgent Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WaSH) response 
including distribution of water purifications chemicals, distribution of jerry cans and buckets, 
on the spot chlorination of flood water in these woredas, particularly in Mustahil and Kelafo.  
It is also crucial to strengthen hygiene and sanitation measures and awareness and 
construct temporary latrines in evacuation sites in Deka and kalabeydh. Urgent interventions 
in the areas of safe drinking water and hygiene and sanitation are crucial to prevent the 
outbreak of water borne related diseases and the re-emergence of AWD in the three 
woredas of Kalafo, Mustahil, and Ferfer which have been the epicenter of the recurrent AWD 
outbreaks in the last couple of months.   

NDRMC’s operations by air to affected communities 

On 05-06 May 2018, the National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) 
dispatched supplies from Adama hub to Gode using one aircraft and two helicopters from 
the Ethiopian Airforce. The two helicopters then moved supplies from Gode and delivered 
food to more than 96,000 people and non-food items to 10,000 most affected by flood in 
Kelafo, Mustahil and Ferfer zones of the region. However, immediate needs remain. 

Oromia and SNNP commence return of conflict 
IDPs in West Gujji and Gedeo zones 
At least 200,000 people have been reportedly dispalced to and from Gedeo and West Gujii 
zones following conflict that started on 13 April 2018 between ethnic Oromos from West 
Gujji of Oromia region and Gedeos from SNNP region. Since then, the Oromia and SNNP 
regional Governments are working jointly to return the displaced to their places of origin. 
Reconciliation conferences are underway in  both West Gujii and Gedeo zones to restore 
peace and security situation and ensure safe return of the displaced. However, the majority 
of the displaced are still residing in selected sites and within the host community and are in 
dire need of  food and non-food items assistance as well as health and sanitation services. 

The National Disaster Risk Management Commission has dispatched rice, CSB, oil, iscuits 
and blankets in both zones and distribution is ongoing. Current heavy rains in West Gujii 
zone has made dispatch of resources difficult particularly in Birbisa Kojowa and Hamballa 
Wamana woredas leaving roads impassable for humanitarian trucks. Government and 
partners are assessing the actual number of needs and will continue to provide coordinated 
support accordingly. 

 

Zone Woreda Rice 
(MT) 

CSB 
(MT) 

Oil 
(MT) 

Plastic 
sheet 

Blanket Biscuit 
(Carton) 

West Gujji Bule Hora 210 30.5 8.7 —— —— —— 

 Gallana 62.4 7.5 2.16 —— —— —— 

 Karcha 373 45.2 12.9 3522 1500 —— 

 Birbisa Kojowa 
and Hambella 
Wamana 

93 11.2  3.2 —— —— —— 

Gedeo Gedeb 1316 159.4 45.54 —— —— 1012 

 Figure 2 Ongoing Government response to conflict IDPs in West Gujji and Gedeo zones 
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 Government and 
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humanitarian response 
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 Some 150, 000 
Ethiopian migrants 
returned from the 
Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA 

 

 

 
 

Government and partners conducting 
humanitarian response monitoring survey 
OCHA Ethiopia in collaboration with the National Disaster Risk Management Commission, 
regional disaster prevention and preparedness bureaus as well as cluster coordinators is 
conducting a call around survey from 02-08 May 2018. The purpose of the survey is to 
collect and analyze data on humanitarian situation, needs and response in woredas to 
inform government and partners’ response to humanitarian needs. The survey covers 217 
priority 1 woredas and selected priority 2 woredas which host internally displaced persons 
in Afar, Amhara, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray regions.  

Some 150, 000 Ethiopian migrants returned 
from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) 
According to the weekly update by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) as at 
01 May 2018, an estimated 150,000 irregular Ethiopian migrants have returned from KSA. 
IOM together with the Ethiopian Red Cross Society and the Danish Red Cross has been 
providing assistance to voluntary returnees and deportees from Bole International Airport. 
Some US$25 million is required for immediate post-arrival and reintegration needs of the 
most vulnerable. Meanwhile the Saudi authorities said they had arrested nearly one million 
people between 18-22 April 2018 of which 39 per cent were Ethiopians. 

 

 Ethiopia: 2018 HDRP Funding Update (as of 02 May 2018) 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Choice Ufuoma Okoro, Head, Strategic Communications, okoroc@un.org, Tel. (+251) 9125 02695 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Malda Nadew, National Information Officer, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 9229034346 
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Somali poetess Qorane released from jail 

Monday May 7 2018 

Somali poetess Naima Ahmed Ibrahim Qorane. 

ABDULKADIR KHALIF |  

By ABDULKADIR KHALIF 

Somali poetess Naima Ahmed Ibrahim Qorane was Monday released from prison in 

Hargeisa, the capital of the breakaway republic of Somaliland. Qorane was arrested in 

January and charged with treason against Somaliland for her composition advocating the 

unity of Somalia. She was sentenced to three years in prison. 

Was arrested 

Qorane's poems were found offending to Somaliland, her homeland, which declared 

independence from Somalia. The poetess was arrested and detained at the Hargeisa airport 

upon returning from Mogadishu to visit her family. Human rights advocates in Somaliland 

had condemned the sentencing of the poetess. The groups expressed joy upon her release. 

Freedom of speech 

The director of Somaliland Human Rights Centre, Mr Guled Ahmed Jama, said: “I am glad 

that poet Naema Ahmed Ibrahim has been released on a presidential pardon.” He added: 

“She should not have been arrested in the first place as the freedom of speech is protected 

by the constitution and international human rights law.”The relatively stable Somaliland has 

failed to win international recognition since it declared independence from the rest of 

Somalia. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/Somali-poetess-Qorane-released-from-jail/2558-

4549626-ygk7tr/index.html  
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Toyota Company Reopens Office in Mogadishu After 30 years 

Posted On May 7, 2018 - Toyota 

Motor Corporation has officially 

reopened its office in Mogadishu 

for the first time in more than 

quarter cent ury. 

The firm has not been operating in 

Somalia since the 1990s when the 

country plunged into civil war. 

In an inauguration ceremony in the capital, the Japanese Multinational automotive 

manufacturer opened up its car dealership. 

Speaking at the Ceremony, Somalia’s minister for trade Mohamed Abdi Hayir welcomed the 

firm’s decision to resume its operation in Somalia. 

“We welcome the company’s decision to reopen its office in Mogadishu after 30 years. This 

is part of the reliable investment which returned after a long time. The firm will create jobs 

for the Somali people and play a very important role in the restoration and improving 

Somalia’s economy,” said Hayir. 

The Minister noted that the government was committed to improving the country’s 

infrastructure and economy. 

“Our policy is based on improving the economy, therefore, it is not only Toyota company 

which plans reopen establish an office in Somalia but there are many other big companies 

on their way to open offices in the country, We hope that the productions in Somalia will be 

sold in many markets,” he boasted. 
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Hayir said the Auto Giant Company will soon open other branches across the country. 

” The company will open up many offices in many parts of the country and this will reduce 

the challenges that Somali people used to face during the importation of vehicles,” he 

affirmed. 

An official representing the company who spoke at the Ceremony said the firm has finally 

materialised its plans to reopen its office following one year of struggle. 

“The plan to open office has been charted out one year ago, Today we are happy to fulfil it,” 

he said. 

The company which the world’s market leader in sales of Hybrid electric vehicles was 

founded 1937. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/07/toyota-company-reopens-office-in-mogadishu-after-

30-years/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 08/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 35

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/07/toyota-company-reopens-office-in-mogadishu-after-30-years/
https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/07/toyota-company-reopens-office-in-mogadishu-after-30-years/
https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/07/toyota-company-reopens-office-in-mogadishu-after-30-years/
https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/07/toyota-company-reopens-office-in-mogadishu-after-30-years/


 

 

  

Transports: Djibouti et Mogadiscio se rapprochent 

 

Posted By: Serigne Cheikh Djitté 07, 2018  

La Somalie et Djibouti viennent d’acter l’exploitation des lignes aérienne et terrestre entre 

les 2 capitales, Djibouti et Mogadiscio.  

Les ministres en charge du transport ont signé la semaine dernière dans la capitale 

djiboutienne, un protocole d’accord instaurant la réciprocité pour les compagnies nationales 

dans le transport aérien et terrestre. Ainsi, la compagnie Air Djibouti pourra exploiter la ligne 

avec son voisin somalien qui est actuellement desservie par des compagnies étrangères.  

http://www.pouvoirsafrique.com/2018/05/07/transports-djibouti-et-mogadiscio-se-

rapprochent/ 
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Djibouti backs Morocco's decision to cut ties with Iran  

Sunday May 6, 2018 - Djibouti has expressed "full support" 

for Morocco's decision to cut diplomatic ties with Iran, the 

Moroccan official MAP news agency reported on Saturday. 

In a letter from Djibouti's Foreign Minister Mahmoud Ali 

Youssouf to his Moroccan counterpart, Youssouf said that his 

country supports the measure taken by Morocco "to guarantee its security and stability and 

to face any attempt to undermine its territorial integrity and the safety of its citizens," the 

report said. 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Arab League also expressed solidarity with 

Morocco as well as numerous Arab countries, including Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar 

and Bahrain. 

On Tuesday, Morocco decided to sever relationships with Iran over its backing to Western 

Sahara's separatist movement the Polisario Front, the Moroccan Foreign Minister Nasser 

Bourita said. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157937/djibouti_backs_morocco_s_decision_

to_cut_ties_with_iran.aspx 
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After Berbera & Djibouti Ethiopia Now Eyes On Kenya’s Lamu Port 

On May 7, 2018  

At the invitation of the 

President of the Republic of 

Kenya, H.E. Uhuru 

Kenyatta, the Prime Minister 

of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia, H.E. Dr. 

Abiy Ahmed Ali, made a 

State Visit to the Republic of 

Kenya from 6th to 7th May, 2018.H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali led a high-powered delegation 

comprising Ministers, Senior Government Officials. 

The two leaders focused their discussions on critical bilateral, regional, and global matters. 

At the bilateral level, they re-emphasised the great historical foundation on which the two 

nations have continued to build their bilateral relations and agreed that the vision of the 

forefathers to points to a future of shared values, culture and tradition. 

The two leaders further emphasized the importance of strengthening cooperation that 

inspires prosperity of the people of the two countries.  They committed to the development 

of LAPSSET, the Northern Corridor including road network between Isiolo, Moyale through 

to Addis Ababa and the railway from Addis Ababa to Nairobi. Both sides agreed to finalise 

the Ethiopia-Kenya interconnection transmission line. 

Both sides agreed to jointly supervise and inspect the Lamu-Garissa-Isiolo-Moyale and 

Moyale-Hawassa-Addis Ababa road networks. The Kenyan side will facilitate the formal 

acquisition of land in Lamu Port given to the Ethiopian government and the Ethiopian side 

reiterated its commitment to develop the land for logistical facilitation. 
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The two leaders strongly encouraged members of their respective private sectors to identify 

potential areas for engagement and pledged to continue improving the business 

environment and create maximum incentives for successful commerce. 

To further intensify integration the two leaders agreed on the following: 

To strengthen cooperation between Kenya Airways and Ethiopian Airlines. Both sides agreed 

to strengthen the collaboration between the two national carriers, Ethiopian Airlines and 

Kenya Airways. 

The Kenyan side agreed to grant Ethiopian Airlines a second frequency flight to Mombasa 

Both sides also agreed to unrestricted marketing to Ethiopian Airlines and Kenya Airways in 

Kenya and Ethiopia respectively, 

Intensify cooperation in the Tourism sector; 

Strengthen cross-border cooperation in socio-economic activities; Development of “Moyale 

Joint City and Economic Zone” 

Both sides agreed to jointly invest in  “Moyale Joint City and Economic Zone” Project 

Both sides also agreed to welcome additional investment for “Moyale Joint City and 

Economic Zone” Project 

To promote joint military training; and, Enhance cooperation in Agriculture. 

The two leaders agreed that logistics arrangements for the One Stop Border Post be put in 

place within the next quarter. 

The two leaders agreed to the exchange of prisoners. They directed the urgent formulation 

of modalities to ensure implementation within the next seven (7) days. 

The two leaders emphasized the important role they play in regional peace and security and 

agreed to intensity their joint effort to bring greater peace and security to the region, in 

particular in South Sudan and Somalia. 
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The two leaders identified cross-border security challenges, exacerbated by vulnerable 

communities, as obstacles to sustainable peace. They agreed to focus on promoting inclusive 

economic growth of the border regions, such as the one contemplated by the Special Status 

Agreement, affirming that cross-border trade between the border communities could 

greatly elevate their quality of lives. 

The two leaders expressed their deep disappointment at the slow pace of progress in 

ongoing efforts to restore peace in South Sudan. In pledging their full commitment to the 

IGAD’s mediation efforts they urged the leaders of South Sudan to place the interests of 

their people above their own in order to give peace a chance. 

Both leaders noted that Al Shabaab continues to pose significant threat to Somalia and the 

region.  In this regard, they expressed concern at the continued lukewarm international 

support for Somalia, in particular the inadequate and unpredictable funding for AMISOM, 

which poses a threat to gains made thus far.  In this regard, the two leaders committed to 

continue lobbying for adequate and sustainable support to AMISOM, including provision of 

force multipliers for the mission in Somalia, as well as training for the Somalia security 

forces.  The leaders expressed deep concern at the effects of external interests that are 

aimed at further destabilizing Somalia. 

The two leaders reiterated the need for strengthened cooperation in shared trans-boundary 

resources use, based on the principle of equitable and reasonable utilization. 

The two leaders reiterated their firm commitment to a rules based international system with 

balanced multilateralism and urgent reform of the United Nations System at its core. The 

leaders pledged to champion common African Union positions especially within the Security 

Council. In this regard, Ethiopia pledged to support Kenya’s bid for a non-Permanent Seat in 

the United Nations Security Council for the years 2021-2022. 

The two leaders agreed that the enhanced strategic partnership managed by the Bi-National 

Commission (BNC), would facilitate the robust implementation of the historic Special Status 

Agreement (SSA) which holds a huge promise for the joint prosperity of both nations. They 

directed their Ministers of Foreign Affairs to insert greater urgency in revitalizing the SSA 
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and invest more energy in reviewing progress of its implementation at the next Bi national 

Commission. 

The leaders noted that the various agreements and memoranda of understanding signed 

between the two countries provided a critical foundation for enhanced Kenya-Ethiopia 

bilateral ties. They agreed that the implementation of some of the instruments required 

better coordination. The leaders therefore introduced an implementation framework and a 

Mid Term Review Mechanism of the Bi-National Commission to facilitate robust monitoring 

and evaluation of the agreed areas. 

At the conclusion of the State Visit, H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali expressed gratitude to H. E. 

President Uhuru Kenyatta, and the people of Kenya for the successes achieved during the 

visit, as well as the warm welcome and generous hospitality extended to him and his 

delegation during their stay. He invited his Brother, the President of the Republic of Kenya, 

to reciprocate the State Visit. President Uhuru Kenyatta accepted. The timing of the visit will 

be managed through diplomatic channels. 

President Uhuru Kenyatta took the opportunity to wish his brother, the Prime Minister of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and through him, to the people of Ethiopia, 

greatest success in their task of nation building. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/07/after-berbera-djibouti-ethiopia-now-eyes-

on-kenyas-lamu-port/ 
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Deforestation in Somaliland: Challenges and Solutions  

Monday May 7, 2018 - By Mohamed Rashid 

After Somaliland declared its independence, 

local people in many parts of Somaliland cut 

down the remaining forest cover for livelihood, 

income generation and energy. 

Deforestation is permanent clearance of trees 

from land without replacing them. During 1998 to 1991, civil war broke out in Somalia which 

resulted total damage in the Northern region of Somaliland which caused absolute 

devastation of forests and distinction of wildlife. In particular, trees were severely damaged 

by the bombs and military tanks of the Siyad Barre forces in Somalia. As a result, after 

Somaliland declared its independence, local people in many parts of Somaliland cut down 

the remaining forest cover for livelihood, income generation and energy.  

Deforestation has not only been the pressing environmental problems in Somaliland but also 

finance people in rural areas to have another source of income by turning trees into 

charcoal. Massive deforestation in Somaliland also contributed to the process of 

desertification as the country is known for its absence of vegetation in most of its regions. 

In addition, deforestation is threat to the existence of biodiversity because when trees are 

cut down, thousands of dependent animals will ultimately extinct.  

Moreover, deforestation has negative consequences on pastoralist communities since 

Somali people are familiar with herding of camels, sheep, goat and cattle. These livestock 

die due to lack of vegetation cover on the land and absence of water as deforestation fuel 

global warming. Consequently, severe droughts which triggered the death of millions of 

livestock have been seen in the country since 2011. Therefore, deforestation is driving the 

country towards poverty and other environmental degradations that can be a reason for 

long-term economic, social and environmental barriers in the coming future.  
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Even though deforestation has lifetime social and environmental constraints, there are 

possible measures that can be taken. Firstly, deforestation can be addressed by empowering 

local people to protect the forests and start new reforestation programs. Secondly, 

awareness raising activities towards the short-term and long-term catastrophes can also be 

delivered by the Ministry of Environmental and Rural Development and other Community-

based Organizations (CBOs) including youth and women groups. Finally, criminalizing 

deforestation activities may save the few thousands of trees left in Somaliland.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157943/deforestation_in_somaliland_challen

ges_and_solutions.aspx 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 08/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 43

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157943/deforestation_in_somaliland_challenges_and_solutions.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157943/deforestation_in_somaliland_challenges_and_solutions.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157943/deforestation_in_somaliland_challenges_and_solutions.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157943/deforestation_in_somaliland_challenges_and_solutions.aspx


 

 

 

Hall packed with crowd for Somaliland Independence Day 

May 6, 2018 - Somaliland 

Independence Day 

celebration organizer 

Abdullahi Mohamed poses 

at the 2018 celebration in 

Edmonton, Alta. with 

attendees Kaltun Sahal, 

Nima Askar and Anran 

Hassan.Paige Parsons  

The city's Somaliland expat community gathered to celebrate the self-declared 

independence of their home region on Saturday. 

Hundreds of people danced the night away at an Edmonton party to celebrate the 27th 

anniversary of Somaliland on Saturday. 

Somaliland is a semi-autonomous region in the northwest of Somalia that declared itself an 

independent country in 1991. 

For expats, Independence Day is an opportunity to celebrate the self-declared country’s 

“peace and stability,” event organizer Abdullahi Mohamed said as a growing crowd began 

to to fill the Portuguese Cultural Centre in northeast Edmonton on Saturday night. 

Although the rest of the world does not recognize Somaliland’s autonomy, the region 

nevertheless operates as a democracy, with its own elections, currency and judicial system.  

Somaliland was previously colonized by the United Kingdom while the rest of Somalia was 

colonized by Italy. 
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To celebrate Independence Day, many in attendance wore red, green and white — the 

colours of the Somaliland flag. 

Mohamed, who goes by the stage name “Captain Abdul,” juggled DJ and emcee duties as he 

spoke about why he has been involved in the Edmonton celebration of Somaliland’s 

Independence Day for 16 years. He said the party is a chance to recognize Somaliland’s 

growth and ongoing efforts to have its independence recognized globally. 

“The country is really doing well,” he said. 

During the early part of the evening elders gave lectures on Somaliland and dinner was 

served. Mohamed said hundreds more people were expected to arrive as the evening wore 

on to enjoy the performance of artist Nuur Daalacay and the party that was planned to run 

until early Sunday morning. 

Although the actual anniversary of independence is May 18, the celebration was moved to 

an earlier time this year so it would not conflict with the beginning of Ramadan, a month of 

fasting observed by Muslims around the world.  

This year’s celebration was special because it was an opportunity to mark the recent election 

of a new president, Muse Bihi Abdi, who was elected in November 2017, Mohamad said. 

http://edmontonsun.com/news/local-news/hall-packed-with-crowd-for-somaliland-

independence-day/wcm/14e11828-cf0f-4e4b-ba91-3eb99a25cb5d 
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