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EU is a trusted and predictable partner for Somalia- Deputy Ambassador  

May 10, 2018  

Fulgencio Garrido Ruiz, EU Deputy Ambassador 

to Somalia (left) poses for a photograph with the 

Prime Minister of Somalia, Hassan Ali Khaire at 

a ceremony to mark European Union Day in 

Mogadishu on May 09, 2018.  

The European Union is committed to 

supporting Somalia in realizing stability and 

progress, EU Deputy Ambassador Fulgencio Garrido-Ruiz aka Pencho has said noting Somalia 

can draw significant lessons from the EU’s progress over the last 60 years. 

Speaking during the EU Day celebrations in Mogadishu Wednesday, the EU envoy expressed 

optimism over Somalia’s recovery and stability adding the Horn of African nation was on its 

way to ushering a new era. 

“Somalia can count on the European Union to be a predictable long term and trusted 

partner,” Pencho said. “We have stood with Somali friends in the past; we stand with you 

today and you can count on us tomorrow and much beyond.” 

Remarking that the EU set out on an ambitious path towards peace and stability over half a 

century ago, the EU envoy said the reform process in Somalia is clear testimony the country 

was on a similar path. 

He added the EU chose to stand united to actualize its dream of peace and stability as 

envisioned by the former French Minister Robert Schuman. The Schuman Declaration as it 

came to be known was built on the idea of merging economic interests between then rivals 
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France and Germany and would later herald a political and economic union that is the EU 

today. 

“Just as 60 years ago an ambitious and remarkable project was launched in Europe to bring 

peace, stability and prosperity, we believe that Somalia today is on the way of ushering into 

a new era,” Pencho added. 

DEBT RELIEF 

The endorsement by International Financial Institutions during the Spring Meeting in 

Washington last month on Somalia’s reform process towards debt relief exemplified the 

progress Somalia is making, the EU envoy said. “It is a reform agenda worthwhile supporting 

and one to look forward to continue with all of you for the next Somali Partnership Forum 

that will take place in Brussels on the 25 and 26th of June.” 

Echoing Pencho’s remarks, EU Special Representative for the Horn of Africa Alexander 

Rondos sounded upbeat about Somalia’s recovery adding just like the EU established its 

foundations by merging economic interest, Somalia too can borrow leaf from the bloc and 

work on economic development as a path towards peace and stability. 

“The fact that your government a week or two ago your government, if you will received  an 

endorsement from International Financial Institutions for the efforts made so far opened 

the path towards where economic rather than guns will settle disputes and in politics there 

are always disputes,” said Rondos. 

The EU Delegation which has been operating from Nairobi, for the first time marked the Day 

in its Mogadishu embassy after relocating this year. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/eu-is-a-trusted-and-predictable-partner-for-somalia-deputy-

ambassador/ 
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EU’s pledge of direct budgetary Support to Somalia is another sign of good 

governance  

by Ibrahim Aden Shire - Tuesday, May 8, 2018 

Following the Mogadishu Security 

Conference of 4 December 2017, H.E. 

Hassan Ali Khaire and EEAS Deputy 

Secretary General Pedro Serrano co-

chaired the Somalia High-Level Security 

Meeting on 2 May in Brussels.  

In a press conference, shortly after the conference, Prime Minister Hassan Ali Kheyre stated 

that the European Union agreed to contribute 100 million Euros to Somalia's budget. This is 

an overdue step taken in the right direction. The international community spends over a 

billion dollar of humanitarian and developmental aid in Somalia every year. Almost all this 

money is managed and dispersed by UN agencies and other NGOs. For a long time, the 

somali government has been requesting some of this money to be channelled through its 

treasury.  

In 2014, donors and Somali government agreed 15% of the Official Development Aid (ODA) 

being infused into the government budget. The implementation of that agreement was 

steady but slow. Only 4% and 8% of ODA, for instance, was managed by the treasury in 2015 

and 2016 respectively. This is well below the agreed target of 15%. Somalia is the only 

country where this kind of full control of aid by donors takes place. Other low-income fragile 

states such as Afghanistan and Central African Republic (CAR) are allowed to manage and 

disburse substantial amount of ODA. For example, Afghanistan, which is comparable to 

Somalia in every aspect of governance, 74% of development-focused aid is channelled 

through Afghan national budget.  
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It may be assumed that the strong political interest of donors is the main reason they comply 

with Afghan government’s request. However, other countries such as CAR, Mali and Liberia 

which have less geopolitical interests of donor governments are doing far better than 

Somalia when it comes to control of aid and its management. For example, 28% of 

development-focused aid is channelled through CAR's national budget while the figure is 

44% in Mali. This clearly demonstrates that Somalia has been marginalised and unfairly 

treated when it comes to using country systems.  

Using country system is important for state-building and strengthening government 

institutions. Although The New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States called for increased 

use of country systems (UCS) in 2011 and Members of the International Dialogue on Peace-

building and State-building emphasised the need for greater use of country system, 

traditional donor government refused to use. While some of them did so explicitly as the 

UK’s DFID which ruled out any contribution to Somali national budget in 2015, others 

increased bureaucratic hurdles when using country system for aid delivery. USAID, for 

example, is required to notify the Congress if any of its funds are to be channelled through 

country system. Turkey and Saudi Arabia are the only countries which provide direct 

budgetary support for Somali government. 

 The reason why donors were so reluctant to use Somali government system was that 

widespread corruption and mismanagement were rampant in the country in addition to the 

weak finance system. However, as the World Bank Report (2018) points out donors’ claim 

was based on outdated figures and guesswork analysis thus, their actions and believe do not 

reflect the reality on the ground and the progress that the Somali government has made 

recently.  

In fact, Somalia made tangible improvement in the areas of public finance management and 

met most of IMF’s list if not all. According to IMF, “Somalia’s public finance management is 

getting closer to international and regional standards and ready to handle a greater share of 

development assistance”. It further added, “the next set of Staff Monitored Programme 

structural benchmark, if achieved, will further demonstrate readiness to handle donor 

funding”.  
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It could be these positive improvements, in addition to the efforts made by Prime Minister’s 

Office, which has been pressing donors to use country systems since 2017 London 

conference, what changed EU’s approach to aid delivery in Somalia.  

EU’s pledge, if honoured, is another sign of good governance shown by the current 

administration. It will help the Somali government to deliver tangible results for its citizens. 

It strengthens its institutions and allows the government to plan its budget effectively and 

deliver basic public services to its citizens which, in return, enhance its credibility and 

perceptions held by its citizens. The EU’s decision, moreover, may influence other traditional 

donors such the UK and the US and open a new way of dealing with Somali government 

whose sovereignty has been at stake. All in all EU’s decision to deal directly with Somali 

government is welcome news.   

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/may/157966/eu_s_pledge_of_direct_budgetary_sup

port_to_somalia_is_another_sign_of_good_governance.aspx 
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Farmajo’s Dangerous Gamble to Depose President Ahmed Madoobe  

May 9, 2018  

Farmajo’s Dangerous Gamble to 

Depose President Ahmed 

Madoobe.  

A piece in Kenya’s Daily Nation 

in September 2014, Nicholas 

Kay, then the Special 

Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General for Somalia, 

observed the strong evidences for Federalism in Somalia. He wrote, “They [Somalis] have 

determined that stability depends not on turning the clock back to the Somalia that existed 

before the state collapsed in 1991, but rather on building an entirely new political construct: 

a federal, not unitary, state with democratic, not autocratic, governance”.  

In the last 4 years, federal system of government has taken root in Somalia with the 

formation of two layers of government; the Federal government of Somalia (FGS) and the 

governments of Federal Member States (FMS) through painstaking political negotiations and 

compromises.  Due to the incompleteness of the provisional Federal constitution, the 

division of responsibility as well as sharing of power and resources between FGS and FMS 

have not been finally negotiated and settled. 

News of new political crisis is emerging as FGS and FMS are at loggerheads over alleged 

attempts by the leaders of the Federal government to undercut the authority of the Federal 

Member States and usurp power in order to unilaterally chart the security, political and 

economic policies of the nation. 

This projected showdown will play out in the coming months in various forums between the 

FGS and FMS to settle the remaining political issues of the nation including the completion 
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of the provisional constitutional review, agreeing on the electoral model for 2020, 

implementing the security sector architecture and negotiating on power, revenue and 

resource sharing. 

The simmering dissention between the two levels of government brings back the 

atmosphere of mistrust and suspicion. It bodes disaster for the future collaboration between 

the leaders and sets the country back years of hard-fought security and political gains.  

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo and Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khayre of FGS are 

both accused of demagoguery, absolutism, unruly behaviours to destabilise Federal Member 

States and insidious revenge campaigns to unseat some of the presidents of the Federal 

Member States. 

The President’s Chief of Staff, Mr Fahad Yasin, is branded as a ruthless éminences grise 

behind the President, wielding enormous influence and far reaching powers. He is well-

known for his hate-filled rhetoric against Puntland and his bitter opposition to the country’s 

federal system of government.  Reports allege that Mr Fahad, with his unorthodox modus 

operandi of bribery and promises, is involved in these plots. 

A campaign to oppose and oust President Ahmed Mohamed Islaan (Madoobe) of Jubbaland 

has begun in earnest in Mogadishu in the last few weeks.  A group calling themselves 

Jubbaland Democracy Restoration Council (JDRC), led by former FGS information minister 

Mr.  Abdullahi Iilmooge Hersi has been announced in Mogadishu on 5 May 2018.  The 

members of the group, who mainly hail from Jubbaland, received a strong backing from the 

Federal government of Somalia and have already issued a number of condemnatory press 

releases against Mr Madoobe’s Jubbaland administration.  

President Ahmed Madoobe held a press conference in Kismayo on 7 May 2018, pronouncing 

very strong but constructive criticism towards the Federal government. While articulating 

his thoughts and position on the security and political situation of the country, Mr Madoobe 

used the occasion as a shot across the bow, a pre-emptive warning against anticipated 

interference of the Federal government in Jubbaland local politics. 

Sources in Villa Somalia confirm meetings and telephone communications between the JDRC 

campaign leaders and officials from the Federal government, allegations that both President 
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Farmajo and Prime Minister Kheyre vehemently support efforts to replace President Ahmed 

Madoobe. 

Other sources in Mogadishu confirm that some senior FGS officials were briefed about 

strategies to curtail the activities of Federal Member States, namely Puntland and 

Jubbaland.  It is reported that both Puntland and Jubbaland are the targets at this juncture 

because of their perceived ideological and political alliance as well as their jurisdictional and 

financial independence from Mogadishu. 

Puntland Mirror has received credible reports that the Federal government plans to use the 

ongoing constitutional review process to claw back most of the powers of the Federal 

Member States.  The reports state that the exclusive powers of the Federal government 

were increased to 25 absolute constitutional mandates.  This is a worrying development, 

one that removes the checks and balances on the Federal government and the importance 

of inclusive politics, consultations, power sharing and inclusive ownership of the destiny of 

the nation.  Such move gives the leaders of the Federal government unfettered authority to 

use and abuse power. It diminishes the value and effectiveness of our Federal system and 

puts the country back on the brink of dictatorship and civil war. It destroys the aspirations 

of many Somali people whose dream of devolving power close to the masses is only 

guaranteed under the Federal structure. 

Our sources paint a bleak picture of the future direction of the nation and the fear of return 

of the crippling political crisis in the coming months. A Federal government official, who 

asked for anonymity, accused the senior officials of the Federal government of planning 

unscrupulous and dangerous ploys to create chaotic political upheavals and subversion in 

Jubbaland. Our source confided that “the Federal government is hell-bent on the initiation 

of waves of political unrest to weaken Federal Member States, particularly Jubbaland. They 

are going to support individuals from Mr Madoobe’s sub-clan to divide his power base and 

ultimately topple him. They will use every form of government patronage for their cause”. 

There are rumours in Mogadishu that the Federal government is providing financial 

assistance to JDRC to organize further opposition gatherings in Nairobi, Gedo region and 

finally in Kismayo. It is unclear whether the Federal government of Somalia has sought 

support from Kenyan and Ethiopian governments for its plans. 
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One of the Federal government’s activities causing the greatest concern is their alleged plans 

to use Somali National Army (SNA) in Jubbaland to weaken the State authority and stage 

revolt against Ahmed Madoobe. 

The Federal government’s attempt to sidestep Jubbaland State authorities and deal with the 

regional officers in Gedo region is also seen another sign of the deepening friction with 

Jubbaland.  The Federal government is said to have adapted similar tactics to instigate 

dissent and the loss of trust in the recent peace agreement between Ahlu Sunna WalJama’a 

and Galmudug administration in Galmudug State. 

There is also the poisonous “Mogadishu anarchy”. The city is very notorious for hosting and 

harbouring subversive groups, terrorists, renegades and criminal fugitives. In the last 20 

years it became a place where anyone conspiring to create chaos and carnage in other parts 

of the country is welcomed. To claim its status as the nation’s capital and garner respect, the 

city has to shed its horrible image as a “sanctuary for insurgents, anarchists and spoilers”. 

The news of the impending political crisis and the Federal government’s subversive activities 

is causing alarm in major cities in Federal Member States. In Garowe, people are braced for 

the defence of Jubbaland State and call for close cooperation and unity between FMS to 

thwart any illegal and destructive meddling from the Federal government. 

Unlike Puntland people who rally around their leaders against outside interference, 

Jubbaland people fall victim to divisions, disruptive outside influence and popular 

disingenuous nationalism all organized and financed from Mogadishu. Jubbaland people 

have enjoyed peace, security, good governance, justice and economic growth in the last 4 

years under President Ahmed Madoobe.  Time will tell whether Jubbaland people can break 

away from the cycle of crisis orchestrated in Mogadishu and turn to support their leader this 

time round. 

http://puntlandmirror.net/farmajos-dangerous-gamble-depose-president-ahmed-

madoobe/ 
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Somali President to Visit Qatar 

Posted On May 10, 2018  

Somali President, Mohamed 

Abdullahi Farmajo will be 

travelling to Qatar this week, 

Halbeeg News learnt. 

President Farmajo has 

received an official invitation 

from the leaders of the Gulf 

nation as sources close to 

the presidency confirmed. 

The President and his delegation will jet off  to Doha on 13th of this month. 

A preliminary delegation has left for Doha on Thursday, according to reliable sources. 

The delegation is scheduled to pave way for President Farmajo’s visit to Qatar. 

President Farmajo is expected to sign agreements on trade and economy and discuss ways 

of strengthening the bilateral relations with the Gulf nation. 

This will be the second visit of President Farmajo to Qatar since he assumed office 

in  February 2017. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/10/somali-president-to-visit-qatar/ 
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Mohamed Mursal inaugurated as the Lower House Speaker  

Thursday May 10, 2018 - Mogadishu (HOL) - 

Mohamed Mursal Sheikh Abdirahman was 

inaugurated today as the Speaker of the Lower 

House of Parliament on Thursday in Mogadishu. 

In an elaborate ceremony at General Kahiye Police 

Academy attended by government officials and foreign dignitaries, Abdirahman was sworn 

in as the 11th speaker of Parliament. 

Mursal was elected speaker on April 30 after winning the race outright in the third round 

following the withdrawal of two candidates. 

A career politician, Abdirahman's resume boasts both diplomatic and cabinet minister 

positions. He served as the Water and Energy Minister under Prime Minister Omar 

Abdirashid Sharmarke's administration and was also Somalia's ambassador to Turkey in 

2011. Mursal was appointed the 

Defense Minister by PM Khaire and 

served as the Minister for six months 

before resigning to contest In the 

Speakership race.  

He will guide the House for the next 

three years. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158006/mohamed_mursal_inaugurated_as_t

he_lower_house_speaker.aspx 
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Six envoys present credentials 

11 May, 2018 - President Mnangagwa 

receives credentials from incoming 

Somali Ambassador to Zimbabwe Jamal 

Mohamed Barrow at State House in 

Harare yesterday. Looking on is Foreign 

Affairs and International Trade Secretary 

Ambassador Joey Bimha.  

Fidelis Munyoro Chief Reporter 

President Mnangagwa yesterday received credentials from six new ambassadors at State 

House in Harare. The new ambassadors from Norway, Cyprus, Somalia, Poland, Rwanda and 

the Czech Republic pledged to strengthen bilateral relations with Harare. 

The newly-appointed Norwegian Ambassador to Zimbabwe Ms Trine Skymoen promised to 

build on the excellent relations between the two countries. “We discussed a broad range of 

bilateral issues we are working on and we 

have a very long and strong relationship 

that our two countries have had over the 

years,” she said. “We also talked about 

the past. Norway supported the liberation 

struggle. We talked about how we can 

increase cooperation in business.” She 

said Norway is currently looking for investment opportunities in finance, agriculture and 

mining, among others. 
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Similarly, Cyprus’ newly-appointed Ambassador to Zimbabwe Mr Yannis Iacovou expressed 

confidence that he will take the two countries’ relations to a higher level given the cordial 

relations that already exist between Nicosia and Harare. 

 “I had the opportunity to discuss with the 

President on ways and means of enhancing 

our bilateral engagement. Areas which 

could be beneficial to Zimbabwe such as 

tourism, education, agriculture, which is 

important to Zimbabwe,” he said. “On the 

area of education, I am glad to mention that 

Cyprus universities are already offering scholarships to Zimbabwean students.” Mr Iacovou 

also hailed President Mnangagwa for his principled position of supporting the sovereignty 

and integrity of Cyprus. Mr Iavocou is coming to Zimbabwe at a time a Cyprus-based investor 

signed a $4,2 billion deal last mont, to develop a platinum mine and refinery in Zimbabwe. 

Somalia’s new envoy Mr Jamal Mohamed Barrow, said he will make an effort to bring 

investors to Zimbabwe. 

“I am very satisfied, we have to bring our investors in Zimbabwe and take the 

opportunities available to do business here,” he said. The relationship between 

Mogadishu and Harare, he said, pre-dates the country’s independence as some former 

freedom fighters also trained in that country.  

Mr Andrzej Kanthak, Polish new 

Ambassador to Zimbabwe, said he had 

a frank discussion with President 

Mnangagwa and both parties stressed 

the need to strengthen their bilateral 

relations. He said they also discussed 

areas of cooperation in energy and transport. “Zimbabwe has a huge potential for 

industrialisation. Poland sees a lot of potential in the future,” said Mr Kanthak. 
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Rwanda’s new Ambassador to Zimbabwe Mrs 

Monique Mukaruliza said the two countries 

agreed to concretise their bilateral relations 

and promote trade and investment 

cooperation in tourism, education and ICT. 

Rwanda is now regarded as an African 

“miracle”. 

The Czech Republic’s new envoy, 

Ambassador Radek Rubes, said their 

discussion was centred on how the 

two countries can cooperate in 

agriculture, education and 

engineering. He also promised to lure 

Czech companies to Zimbabwe, 

particularly those that are interested 

in agriculture. 

https://www.herald.co.zw/six-envoys-present-credentials-2/ 
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Speciale difesa: Somalia, esplode ordigno a passaggio convoglio a Uanle Uen 

e uccide dieci militari 

Mogadiscio, 10 mag 16:15 - (Agenzia Nova) - Almeno dieci militari dell’esercito nazionale 

somalo sono morti nell’esplosione di un ordigno al passaggio del veicolo a bordo del quale 

viaggiavano nei pressi della città di Uanle Uen, nella regione meridionale somala del Basso 

Scebeli. Lo riporta l’edizione online dell’emittente “Radio Dalsan”. La città è stata teatro 

martedì scorso di un attentato suicida che ha provocato la morte di almeno 15 persone dopo 

che un attentatore suicida si è fatto esplodere in un affollato mercato di qat. Nessuno dei 

due attacchi è stato ancora rivendicato ma è probabile che siano opera del gruppo jihadista 

al Shabaab che, seppure indebolito dall’offensiva dell’esercito somalo e delle truppe della 

missione dell’Unione africana in Somalia (Amisom), continua a controllare vaste zone del 

paese. 

Lo scorso 31 agosto il Consiglio di sicurezza delle Nazioni Unite ha esteso fino al 31 maggio 

2018 il mandato della missione Amisom, prevedendo al contempo una riduzione del 

personale da 22.126 a 20.626 effettivi. La risoluzione prevede un graduale passaggio di 

responsabilità alle forze di sicurezza somale al fine di ridurre la minaccia costituita dal gruppo 

jihadista al Shabaab e agevolare il processo di costruzione della pace nel paese. La missione 

Amisom è stata autorizzata nel 2007 per assicurare la sicurezza e la pace dopo lo scoppio 

della guerra in Somalia in atto dal 2006. 

https://www.agenzianova.com/a/5af456667e4ae6.24415520/1917474/2018-05-

10/speciale-difesa-somalia-esplode-ordigno-a-passaggio-convoglio-a-uanle-uen-e-uccide-

dieci-militari 
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US, Somali raid on al-Shabab seizes 3 commanders, officials say 

Heavily armed Somali soldiers seal the area 

after a car bomb exploded in Mogadishu, 

Somalia, on March 22, 2018. 

MOGADISHU, Somalia — U.S. and 

Somali commandos seized three men 

thought to be commanders with the al-

Shabab extremist group during a deadly 

raid in a village in Lower Shabelle 

region, Somali intelligence officials said Thursday. Five people thought to be banana farmers 

were killed in the raid late Wednesday and several others were captured, Moalim Ahmed 

Nur, a traditional elder in the village, told The Associated Press. A Somali intelligence official 

said the forces targeted a key hideout and coordination center for the Somalia-based al-

Shabab. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to 

speak to the media. The U.S. Africa Command did not immediately comment on the raid. 

The U.S. has stepped up military efforts against al-Shabab, the deadliest Islamic extremist 

group in sub-Saharan Africa, under the Trump administration. That stepped-up military 

involvement, however, has come with some allegations by Somalis that civilians have been 

killed. People who described themselves as relatives of the people killed in Wednesday’s 

raid expressed bewilderment. “They were not armed nor were they al-Shabab members,” 

said Ibrahim Ahmed, who said he was a family member of one man killed. “I don’t 

understand why a farm would make a target for a raid,” he added, pointing at one of the 

bloodied bodies that had been laid out on the ground outside a hospital in the capital, 

Mogadishu. Bodies of civilians, especially those killed in misdirected attacks, often are taken 

from remote areas to Mogadishu to draw media attention. 

https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/05/10/us-somali-raid-on-al-shabab-

seizes-3-commanders-officials-say/  
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Five banana farmers are killed in US and Somali nighttime raid on Somalia 

village to seize three al-Shabab extremist commanders 

- Five banana farmers were killed during a raid on a village in Somalia's Lower Shabelle 

region late on Wednesday. 

- Raid was carried out by US and Somali commandos as they seized three men thought 

to be commanders with the al-Shabab extremist group  

- A Somali intelligence official says the forces targeted a key hideout and coordination 

center for the Somalia-based al-Shabab  

10 May 2018 - US and Somali commandos have seized three men thought to be commanders 

with the al-Shabab extremist group following a deadly raid on a small village. Five people 

thought to be banana farmers were killed in the raid in a village in Lower Shabelle region 

late on Wednesday. A Somali intelligence official says the forces targeted a key hideout and 

coordination center for the Somalia-based 

al-Shabab.  

"Five people thought to be banana farmers were 

killed in the raid in a village in Lower Shabelle 

region in Somalia late on Wednesday"  

The official spoke on condition of anonymity 

because he was not authorized to speak to the media.  The US Africa Command has not yet 

commented on the raid. Moalim Ahmed Nur, a traditional elder in the village, confirmed 

that the five banana farmers were killed and then taken to the Madina hospital in Mogadishu 

on Thursday. He said several people were captured by authorities. Locals were pictured 

standing around and looking at the bloodied bodies of those killed in the village. The banana 

farmers were killed during a raid on the village by US and Somali commandos as they seized 

three men thought to be commanders with the al-Shabab extremist group 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5714679/US-Somali-raid-al-Shabab-seizes-3-

commanders.html  
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-govt-says-no-civilians-killed-in-

us-somali-raid 
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Bodies of Ma’alinka attack moved to Mogadishu in case akin to ‘Bariire 

killings’  

May 10, 2018  

The incident mirrors the Bariire case last August in which Somali and American forces are 

accused of killing civilians during a raid which sparked public uproar forcing the 

government to pay blood money as compensation. 

Families conduct burial rites for victims of 

Bariire attack August 201.  

The bodies of five people who were 

killed in a Somali and foreign forces 

operation in the outskirts of Afgooye, 

town some 40 kilometres south west 

of Mogadishu were transported to Mogadishu Thursday. 

The five bodies were first taken to the Criminal Investigations Department (CID) 

headquarters before they were moved to Medina Hospital. Goobjoog News correspondent 

Ali Mumin reporting from the hospital said one person who was critically injured was taken 

to Digfer Hospital for specialised treatment. 

South West state MP Mahad Dhoore told Goobjoog News the military operation which is 

akin to the controversial operation in Bariire last August was conducted by Somali and 

foreign troops. “They dropped in Ma’alinka area and went from house to house killing 

people,” said Dhoore. 

READ ALSO: In a new twist, US declares Bariire casualties were terrorists 

Military operation that left government at odds in pushing a coherent message 
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The regional lawmaker added that soldiers arrested and went away with three people. 

The incident which took place in Ma’alinka some 10km outside Afgooye town mirrors a 

similar incident in Bariire last August in which Somali and American forces are accused of 

killing civilians during a raid which sparked public uproar forcing the government to pay 

blood money as compensation. 

The US Africa Command (Africom) declared the dead were Al-Shabaab militants. ““After a 

thorough assessment of the Somali National Army-led operation near Bariire, Somalia, on 

Aug. 25, 2017 and the associated allegations of civilian casualties, U.S. Special Operations 

Command Africa (SOCAF) has concluded that the only casualties were those of armed enemy 

combatants,” Africom said in a statement. 

There was no immediate comment from the government. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/bodies-of-maalinka-attack-moved-to-mogadishu-in-case-

akin-to-bariire-killings/ 
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Kilifi family identifies one soldier killed in Dobley Al Shabaab attack 

By Bernard Sanga | May 11th 2018  

Marieta Kenga holds a potrait of his fifty one year old brother 

Henry Matano Kenga at the Kambi village in Kaloleni.  

A family in Kambe, Kilifi, has identified one of the Kenyan 

soldiers killed in an attack by Al Shabaab insurgents in Dobley town of Somalia on Sunday. 

The family said Henry Matano, 51, was among the 12 soldiers killed in a landmine explosion. 

The soldiers based at Nyali Barracks in Mombasa were returning to Kenya after completing 

a duty in Somalia. Rachel Hare, Matano’s widow, said she last spoke with her husband on 

Saturday evening although they could not communicate well due to poor mobile phone 

network connection. “It is God’s plan, but my worry is how will I be able to educate our five 

children,” said Ms Hare, who described her husband as a loving and caring man who had big 

plans for his five children. She said her husband joined the military in 1989 and had served 

diligently for the last 29 years. Matano’s sister Merita Kenga described her brother as the 

“breadwinner and a charitable” man who assisted many families. Matano’s close friend 

Kombo Mwasudi said he received a phone call from Nyali Barracks informing him about the 

death. “I always went to Nyali Barracks with Matano, and when the incident occurred, I 

received a phone call from other soldiers who informed me about the attack,” said Mwasudi. 

Yesterday sources also indicated that two others families in Mombasa, including one from 

Mwakirunge in Kisauni, claimed their kin were killed in the explosion that has already been 

claimed by Al Shabaab. “He was in Isiolo for so many years before he was transferred to 

Nyali Baracks five years ago. He was ready to serve and whenever we spoke he always told 

me to pray for him,” said Mwasudi, who is also Matano’s family spokesman. In late 2014, 

five militants believed to be sympathisers of Al Shabaab were killed when they tried to run 

down Nyali Barracks. One soldier was also killed in the botched raid.  

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001279947/kin-identify-soldier-killed-in-

somalia-explosion 
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No evidence of Al-Shabaab role in elephant poaching, US says  

Thursday May 10, 2018 - By KEVIN J. KELLEY   

KWS rangers examine the carcass of an 

elephant. A senior US State Department 

official said on May 8, 2018 that the US 

has no evidence that violent extremist 

groups such as Al-Shabaab are financing 

their operations through elephant 

poaching.  

NEW YORK - A senior State 

Department official said on Tuesday the US has no evidence that violent extremist groups 

such as Al-Shabaab are financing their operations through elephant poaching. The 

comments by Mr Richard Glenn, the department's top monitor of wildlife trafficking and 

transnational crime in Africa, contradict an earlier assertion by Ms Hillary Clinton, former US 

secretary of state, as well as claims by an elephant-protection NGO. 

“I've not seen anything that indicates a direct link between wildlife trafficking and extremist 

groups,” Mr Glenn said in a press teleconference. He added, however, that “it is not beyond 

the realm” that groups such as Shabaab may have engaged in poaching. 

Ms Clinton said in 2013 after stepping down as secretary of state in the Obama 

administration that Shabaab funds its “terrorist activities to a great extent from ivory 

trafficking.” The Los Angeles-based Elephant Action League said in 2016 that an extensive 

investigation it had conducted uncovered clear links between Al-Shabaab and ivory 

trafficking. 

“The fact that elephants no longer populate Somalia is irrelevant given that Al-Shabaab did 

not directly participate in poaching,” the environmentalist organisation stated. “The group 

treated ivory as a commodity, like charcoal, and functioned as a trafficker only.” 
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Other analysts, including United Nations experts, have rejected claims that Al-Shabaab 

elements profit from elephant poaching in East Africa. UN reports on Al-Shabaab's financing 

point to extortion in the form of “taxes” it imposes as well as revenues reaped from charcoal 

and sugar smuggling. 

TRUMP POLICY 

In his remarks on Tuesday, Mr Glenn also defended the Trump administration's policies on 

wildlife trafficking. He acknowledged that the US ranks as one of the world's top importing 

countries of illicit wildlife products. Mr Glenn contested claims by environmentalist groups 

that the Trump administration's recent loosening of restrictions on big-game trophy hunting 

has dented the US image as a champion of international wildlife protection. “The Trump 

administration specifically calls out wildlife trafficking and points to it as major source of 

instability and criminal behaviour” affecting developing countries, Mr Glenn told reporters. 

“I would not agree US has lost its lead.” 

BAN 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service, a federal agency, decided in March to lift a ban on imports 

of elephant and lion trophies from six African nations—Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, 

Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Imports of those animal parts would henceforth be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis, the agency said. That initiative drew sharp criticisms from 

some Kenyan activists. “The whole world is against it,” Dr Paula Kahumbu, head of the 

Kenyan group Wildlife Direct, told the Associated Press in March. 

She said that past US support for banning the ivory trade had pushed countries such as China 

to back a ban as well. 

“To then say, ‘Oh, but we have a special case for some of our people, they should  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158012/no_evidence_of_al_shabaab_role_in

_elephant_poaching_us_says.aspx 
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Al Shabaab Recruit In Custody After Foiled efforts to join the militia in Somalia 

Samuel Kairo Njenga is currently being held 

at the Mandera Police station after he was 

found at Koromey area trekking to Arabia 

along the Kenya-Somalia boarder. 

According to state counsel Allen Mulama, 

the suspect arrived in Mandera from 

Mombasa where he had stayed after his 

return from Tanzania on an unknown mission. 

Preliminary reports in police possession indicate the suspect was in Tanzania through Kwale 

County and that he has been operating between Kwale and Kilifi counties. 

According to security agencies, there are indications that the suspect was in contact with 

someone from Mombasa and that he was to be picked up in the Arabia area to enter 

Somalia. 

The suspect had all the valid documents to allow him cross into Somalia, but he failed to 

report at the immigration offices to secure permission to exit. During his arrest, Njenga was 

found with fake documents among them hard copy maps, foreign currency and Kenyan 

identification. 

He told the police reservists upon arrest that he was headed to Somalia to secure 

employment and he did not disclose much. The police suspect he was recruited by Al-

Shabaab and was on his way to join the terror group. The court has ordered investigation in 

under 14 days. 

https://epukaugaidi.com/2018/05/10/al-shabaab-recruit-in-custody-after-foiled-efforts-to-

join-the-militia-in-somalia/  
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Protecting Somali waters – a joint EUNavFor/AMISOM effort  

Thursday May 10, 2018 

Crew members from ITS 

Margottini continue the regional 

co-operation EU NavFor has 

established with the AMISOM 

Marine unit off the coast of 

Mogadishu. 

Following several interactions last 

year, Margottini’s Italian crew took 

the opportunity to patrol local waters off the coast of Mogadishu with the AMISOM unit 

earlier this month. The pair of marine units conducted co-ordinated boat drills and 

exchanged training and ideas on boat safety, maintenance and sea survival. 

This work is vital in understanding the capabilities of local forces and for EU NavFor to see 

first-hand what needs to be done to develop Somali maritime capabilities. It also provides 

opportunities for local law enforcement agencies to protect own waters and fishermen 

along the Somali coastline. 

Maritime training with regional partners, such as AMISOM, is an important aspect of 

Operation Atalanta’s work to deter piracy off the coast of Somalia. The aim is to strengthen 

co-operation and increase the capability and capacity of regional maritime forces to help 

seafarers stay safe during their transits across the Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158008/protecting_somali_waters_–

_a_joint_eunavfor_amisom_effort.aspx 
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Somalia facing legal case over stalled coast guard plan 

Jeremy Binnie, London - IHS Jane's Defence Weekly - 10 May 2018 

The Somali Coast Guard's long-range 

patrol ships would have been similar to 

the ones Damen built for Trinidad and 

Tobago.  

The Atlantic Marine and Offshore 

Group is still prepared to complete 

the contract it signed with the Somali Ministry of Defence (MoD) in 2013 even though it has 

filed an arbitration case accusing the Somali government of failing to make scheduled 

payments, the Dutch company’s Willem van der Kooi told Jane’s .The EUR132 million 

(USD156.5 million) contract covered the acquisition of six Damen 5009 long-range patrol 

boats that were to be built by Damen’s Galati shipyard in Romania. Somalia’s Financial 

Governance Committee (FGC) carried out a confidential review of the contract in 2014 that 

questioned its affordability as it had not been included in that year’s federal budget and 

EUR132 million represented 95% of the government’s projected annual revenue. The 

review, which was subsequently posted on the Ministry of Finance’s website, also said the 

contract did not appear to be competitive or cover services or spares for the ships after 12 

months. Van der Kooi said the ships were part of a larger programme to develop a new 

Somali Coast Guard that was capable of maintaining and operating the ships, but this had to 

be put on hold when the MoD failed to make the initial payments. “We reached keel-lay for 

all six [patrol vessels]. We completed all detailed design, prepared a location in Mogadishu 

for building the Operations and Training Centre, and made all preparations for commencing 

the training, education, maintenance support, and building of the Somali Coast Guard,” he 

said. Van der Kooi noted Somali TV news footage that showed Ali Said Faqi, Somali 

ambassador to the European Union, telling him in July 2016, “I think this project will move 

forward … we are looking for funds.” 

http://www.janes.com/article/79982/somalia-facing-legal-case-over-stalled-coast-guard-plan  
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UNICEF Somalia Annual Report 2017  

Thursday May 10, 2018 - The devastating 2017 

drought was felt throughout Somalia, and UNICEF 

scaled up its operations to mitigate the worst effects. 

As both the Gu (April/May) and the Deyr (November/December) rains failed, we saw animals 

die, crops fail and a huge exodus of people from their homes to makeshift camps in desperate 

search of assistance. The drought led to a major outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea/cholera, 

while measles cases soared in the overcrowded camps. Children already weak from hunger 

succumbed to sickness and over a million became malnourished. And yet, despite the desperate 

situation and dire predictions, a famine was averted. The federal government and member 

states took the lead in coordinating the response and working closely with us. Donors stepped 

up quickly with substantial funding, and the aid community moved fast, with UN agencies such 

as UNICEF and WFP working closely together. At UNICEF, thanks to unprecedented levels of 

funding from our donors, including UNICEF National Committees, we scaled up operations early 

in the year across all sectors. By the end of 2017 we had treated 270,000 children suffering from 

life-threatening malnutrition, provided 1.3 million people with emergency health services, 1.8 

million with safe water and nearly 19,000 families with monthly cash transfers. Thousands of 

children affected by the drought were given an education, many for the first time, and we 

provided critical support for children who had been separated from their families, subject to 

violence or who had previously been with armed groups. Unfortunately, the drought continues 

and the authorities, UNICEF and its partners are maintaining the emergency response at the 

same level to ensure that the Somali people are fully supported and progress is not lost. The 

report contains the following: 

* Foreword by the UNICEF Somalia Representative 
* Emergency response 
* Health 
* Nutrition 
* Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
* Education 
* Child Protection 
* Cross Sectoral 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158004/unicef_somalia_annual_report_2017.aspx  
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KSRelief Signs Joint Agreement to Improve Access of Water and Sanitation for 

Refugees in Somalia 

Thursday 2018/05/10  

Riyadh, Sha'ban 24, 1439, May 10, 2018, SPA -- King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief 

Centre (KSRelief) signed a joint agreement to improve access to drinking water, personal use 

and sanitation for refugees in Somalia in collaboration with the Norwegian Refugee Council 

(NRC) at a cost of US$ two million. 

The agreement was co-signed by Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Rabeeah, Advisor-Royal Court 

and General Supervisor of KSRelief, and Abeer Shobasi, the Gulf Region Director of the NRC. 

The agreement aims to provide potable water and water for sanitary use. Also, to provide, 

training and health education for those in the most affected areas of Somalia. 

Shobasi expressed her pleasure at signing the first working agreement in Somalia between 

the NRC and King Salman Relief Center. She hoped the agreement would be a good start and 

a strategic partnership between the two sides in the near future. 

https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewfullstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1761740 
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Hopelessness and uncertainty a way of life in Kenya's Dadaab refugee camp 

11 May 2018  

Young Somali refugee women stand together 

at Dadaab, one of the biggest refugee bases 

in the world 

Between the rape she suffered during a 

traumatic return to Somalia, the constant 

hunger, and the uncertainty of her future 

in Kenya's Dadaab camp, Fartun has 

almost forgotten what hope feels like. 

Two years ago Kenya's government said it would close what was at the time the world's 

largest refugee settlement. It has failed to do so, but the threat looms over residents, adding 

a new layer of precariousness to an already tough existence. 

"Before, life at the camp was good... but it's not the same," said Fartun, a 37-year-old mother 

of 11. 

She went back to Somalia as part of a repatriation programme, criticised as coercive and 

premature by human rights groups, but returned to Dadaab when her homecoming went 

terribly wrong. 

It was May 6, 2016 when everything changed for Fartun. 

Nairobi announced the closing of Dadaab -- which had nearly 350,000 residents -- and, 

deeming war-torn and famine-prone Somalia to be safe enough, said the refugees would be 

sent home. Without providing proof, the government also alleged that Dadaab was a staging 

ground for terror attacks in Kenya by Al-Qaeda affiliate Shabaab. 
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"The Kenyan government had said in the past that it wanted to close the camp, but this time 

was different: they looked really serious," Fartun said. 

- 'We would be beaten' - 

Ignoring the legal and logistical concerns of international aid agencies, a deadline of 

November 2016 was initially set, and then postponed to May 2017, as a two-year-old 

programme of so-called "voluntary repatriations" was accelerated. 

For many there seemed little choice. 

"In the camp, it was said that if we did not leave, we would be beaten," said Fartun. "Maybe 

it was rumours, I don't know, but that was the atmosphere in the camp." 

Children play in floodwaters after a downpour 

So Fartun joined an estimated 75,000 since the 

repatriations began and made her reluctant 

return to Somalia in June 2016. She took the 

$400 resettlement allowance and boarded a 

minivan with her family, bound for the border. 

But only 50 kilometres inside Somalia the convoy, bound for the south-western town of 

Baidoa, was ambushed by hooded, armed men and Fartun and her family were taken 

captive. Fartun was raped multiple times before being released. Her eldest son, then 12-

year-old Abdirizak, was press-ganged into the militia. 

"They wanted to recruit me," said the boy. A wide scar runs the length of Abdirizak's forearm, 

a punishment, he said, from the gunmen. "They gave me a rifle and ordered me to shoot, 

but I refused, so they did this to my arm." 

Mother and son were reunited a few months after their ordeal, when Abdirizak managed to 

escape the militia, and soon returned to Dadaab together. A reprieve was granted in 

February 2017 when Kenya's courts outlawed the closure of Dadaab. Harun Kamau, the top 

government official in Dadaab, said just 2,000 Somalis had returned to Dadaab after 

participating in the repatriation programme. But several aid agencies said that figure was a 

huge underestimate. 
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- A dismal return - 

The return has been difficult for Fartun, who found much has changed for the worse. "Since 

we came back, there is less food, and we live at my brother-in-law's because I have no 

house," she said. 

Those who remain are receiving a third less 

food than before, according to the UN 

World Food Programme 

The population has reduced too, now 

officially numbering 235,000. Kenyan 

authorities are making it harder for 

Somalis to claim refugee status, by 

making them submit individual 

applications, rather than automatically granting them asylum. Those who remain are 

receiving a third less food than before, a result of funding shortfalls, says the UN's World 

Food Programme. "Dadaab has been there for 27 years. Donors feel a bit tired compared to 

other crises like the Syrian refugees, or the Rohingyas," said one UN official in Dadaab. The 

uncertainty imposed on Dadaab by government is bad for aid workers, as well as refugees. 

"The first thing the donors tell us is: Why have long-term programmes when the camp will 

soon be closed?" said Caleb Odhiambo, Save the Children's director in Dadaab. Aid agencies 

are disappointed that the government has failed to publicly acknowledge that the swift 

closing of Dadaab is impossible, and while they welcome a proposed law to help integrate 

refugees into Kenyan society, they bemoan its slow passing. Meanwhile, the experience of 

Fartun and others who endured failed repatriation, means fewer than ever are willing to 

leave. "Even if the camp closes today, I'd rather stay somewhere here than go back to 

Somalia again, she said." 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5716651/Hopelessness-uncertainty-way-life-

Kenyas-Dadaab-refugee-camp.html 
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At least 20 dead in dam burst in Kenya’s Nakuru county  

May 10, 2018  

KENYA: At least 20 people have been killed and several others still missing after a dam burst 

its banks in Nakuru county some 160km north west of the capital Nairobi. 

Local media reports say 20 bodies had been pulled from the scene by early Thursday while 

others still remain trapped in the black mud after Patel Dam in Solai, Nakuru County broke 

down. 

Residents quoted by the Daily Nation said they heard an explosion before water gushed out 

of the dam sweeping away homes and causing death in its wake. 

Over 300 families had been displaced by Wednesday night and rescue teams called off 

mission late night to re-start Thursday morning. 

Red Cross said 39 people had been taken to hospital by Wednesday night adding several 

nearby villages had been affected. 

Tens of people, including children, are feared trapped in the black mud, the local media 

reports. 

Property worth millions of shillings were destroyed in the burst which is also reported to 

have destroyed structures within a radius of 3 km. The dam is estimated to have occupied 

an area of one acre. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/at-least-20-dead-in-dam-burst-in-kenyas-nakuru-county/ 
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Duale, Donald Kipkorir in Twitter spat over number of Somalis in Kenya 

May. 10, 2018, By MOSES ODHIAMBO  

Wajir residents go about their duties  

A conversation between Majority 

Leader Aden Duale and lawyer 

Donald Kipkorir, over the 

population of Somalis in Kenya, 

has reignited a Twitter debate on 

poll numbers. 

Through the social media platform 

on Wednesday, Kipkorir said there 

are only 300,000 Somalis in Kenya, a number that Duale vehemently dismissed. Kipkorir 

wrote: "Somalis are less than 300,000 but belong to all political parties, and have their own 

parties but never allow political differences to come between their faith, friendships, 

business and lobbying for big offices.  

"Like Qatar, Somalis punch above their weight ... other tribes need learning," Kipkorir added, 

a comment that Duale, who is Garissa Town MP, did not take lightly. The National Assembly 

Majority Leader told off the lawyer saying Somalis number more than three million and are 

spread across the country. The legislator added that the community has, since time 

immemorial, occupied critical positions in government, the legislature and the private 

sector. 

"To wrap it all up, Somalis occupy more than 65 percent of the Horn of Africa...bure 

kabisa...fitina (very useless ... malice)." 
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Kenyans following the conversation dismissed the numbers, and even drew data from the 

2009 national census which show that the four counties, largely dominated by the 

community, have a population of slightly over 600,000 people. Somalis are dominant in the 

sparsely populated Northeastern counties of Wajir, Mandera and Garissa. Fatuma Kinsi, a 

Twitter user, said: "Over 20 million ethnic Somalis are spread across Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Somalia, Djibouti and all over Africa, and three million of them share the same nationality as 

you here in Kenya. Deal with it!" Abdishakur Maalim said it is possible that there are millions 

of Somalis in Kenya, considering most of their families are polygamous. "The average Somali 

household has six kids. You forgot to add another zero to your quoted figure, 

notwithstanding that they are polygamous in nature. That’s is a conservative figure. Maybe 

you are basing your figures on [Duale's Twitter followers]," Maalim said. It is not clear 

whether Kipkorir's focus was on the entire population or just those who are 18 years and 

above, hence of Kenya's voting age. However, other users said that focus on how big or small 

a community negates steps taken to end tribalism and negative ethnicity in Kenya's politics. 

"Whether wakili (the lawyer) got the number right or wrong, I think he has a message to 

Kenyans of other tribes - stop tribalism. Let tribalism not get into your heads. The other day 

MPs agreed on increasing their pension by 700 percent regardless of tribe and party,” 

Beatrice Birgen said. Erick Cheruiyot added: "All of us, including the Majority Leader, are 

petty. We're down to discussing tribal headcounts instead of soberly analysiing his point. 

Very heart breaking!" Some of the members of the community also disagreed with the two 

for saying Somalis' success is driven by their political affiliations. "Thanks for the 

compliments, senior counsel Kipkorir. However, Northeastern region is the most 

undeveloped, with the highest illiteracy levels. Political parties have favoured Somalis the 

least. It seems we stick out wherever we are because most Somalis are outspoken and 

active," Hubbie al-Haji said. Ongoya Nyang wrote: "I don't understand why Somalis are 

always on the offensive when people discuss their numbers. Are you guys hiding something, 

especially the numbers in Kenya?" Numbers are always a bone of contention in Kenya's 

political contests as communities rally behind 'their own' during elections. 

Political alignments are equally factored more on tribal inclinations, an aspect that has 

played into the general elections. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/05/10/duale-donald-kipkorir-in-twitter-spat-over-

number-of-somalis-in-kenya_c1756453  
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High Commission of India 

Nairobi 

 

Special Training Course for young Somali Diplomats at  

Foreign Service Institute, New Delhi 

 

 At the request of the Government of the Federal Republic of Somalia, the Indian 

Ministry of External Affairs is organizing a special training course for 20 young Somali 

diplomats at the Foreign Service Institute in New Delhi from 9 May to 8 June 2018. 

The month-long tailor-made training course will focus on diplomacy, international 

relations, protocol, negotiation skills, better understanding of India and India’s foreign 

policy.  

 

As two Indian Ocean littoral States with historic maritime ties, India and Somalia 

enjoy close and friendly relations. India stands ready to support Somalia in its peace, 

institution building and socio-economic development. An MoU on cooperation 
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between the Foreign Service Institute of India and its Somali counterpart is expected 

to be signed shortly.  Capacity building and training has been an important aspect of 

our bilateral relationship.  Somalia is also a founder member of the joint India-France 

initiative ‘The International Solar Alliance’.  Bilateral trade between India and Somalia 

amounts to approx. US $ 500 million. 

 

 

Earlier in September 2015, the Government of India conducted the first special 

training course for 20 junior Somali diplomats.  

 

*** 

[Nairobi, May 10, 2018] 
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APT move on gender equality 

In Summary 

Organised by the World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (Wa-Ifra) with the theme 

“Reshaping Media Leadership”, the forum sought, among other objectives, to ensure that women are 

given “the opportunity to make their contribution seen and heard; to see themselves represented in 

media management, media products and news…” 

The three-day Women In News (WIN) Africa Summit in Nairobi of journalists and media 

managers from Tanzania, Botswana, Kenya, Malawi, Somalia, Zambia and Zimbabwe has 

called for gender diversity in Africa’s media industry. Organised by the World Association of 

Newspapers and News Publishers (Wa-Ifra) with the theme “Reshaping Media Leadership”, 

the forum sought, among other objectives, to ensure that women are given “the opportunity 

to make their contribution seen and heard; to see themselves represented in media 

management, media products and news…” 

Fair enough… 

After all, gender diversity means equitable or fair representation between genders, and 

most commonly refers to an equitable ratio of men and women in a given situation, but 

especially in fields traditionally dominated by men. The mass media industry is one such 

situation, on whose workforce women have for far too long been thinly represented. This 

must now change, and a new path to gender diversity/equality within the mass media 

fraternity charted. Strategies for that include ensuring strong commitment to gender 

diversification/equality by managements; ensuring women are accorded all roles in the 

newsroom, including senior positions; increasing skills and leadership abilities through 

mentoring and development programmes, and creating pay equality. Here is to gender 

diversity/equality all round! 

http://www.thecitizen.co.tz/oped/APT-move-on-gender-equality/1840568-4554980-

15dvdev/index.html  
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-bosaso-port-remains-closed-

over-quality-control-row 
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US files complaint against China over Djibouti airbase ‘bullying’  

Wednesday May 9, 2018 

Chinese People’s Liberation Army 

personnel at the opening ceremony of 

China’s military base in Djibouti on 

August 1, 2017.  

Barely eight months after setting up 

its first overseas military base in 

Djibouti, next door to the United 

States’ Camp Lemonnier, 

Washington says China has started playing dirty, aiming military grade lasers at cockpits of 

US military aircraft, resulting in “minor eye injuries” to two US pilots. Now the US says it has 

filed a diplomatic complaint over this “bullying” which has allegedly heightened in recent 

weeks, compromising the safety of its aircrew in Djibouti. The lasers present a serious 

problem to pilots, when aimed at their aircraft, as they have the potential to injure or 

temporarily blind them, a serious aviation safety risk, especially during take-off and landing. 

“These are very serious incidents. We have formally demarched the Chinese government, 

and we’ve requested that the Chinese investigate these incidents,” Dana White, the 

Pentagon’s chief spokesperson said, adding that they were confident it was the Chinese 

doing this. This is the first time in Africa that the two global powers are having a military 

‘harassment tiff’ and it will be interesting how Beijing will respond to this accusation of 

bullying. In 2016, the Pentagon objected to the proximity of the Chinese military base to its 

own, but this was ignored by Djibouti. 

Source of concern 

In July 2017, China became the latest country to set up an overseas base in Djibouti, 

cementing Beijing’s growing clout outside of being an economic and diplomatic superpower 
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in Africa. The US says it has so far recorded 10 incidences since July and this was becoming 

a source of concern, given that the two countries militaries have had good relations in 

Djibouti ever since China set up the base. The US has operated a base next to the 

international airport in Djibouti since 2002. “The Djibouti government is free to work with 

who they want to. However, our concern is the safety of our service members, and so we 

raised the issue with China, and we expect China to investigate it thoroughly,” Ms White 

said. One of the planes targeted was a Lockheed C130 Hercules US military transport. “The 

reports we received from our pilots indicate that on three occasions the lasers were military 

grade and came from the Chinese base nearby,” Marine Lt-Col Chris Logan said. In 2016, a 

US congressman protested to former Secretary of State John Kerry that the US strategic 

interests in Djibouti and the region could be undermined in the face of China’s presence. It 

is understood that the Chinese base would eclipse Camp Lemonnier, the US permanent base 

in Djibouti, which hosts at least 4,000 military personnel. Djibouti receives $63 million 

annually in rent for its base from Washington. It is speculated that China will be paying it a 

monthly rent of $100 million for its facility, which is located close to the US Camp Lemonnier. 

Military positioning 

In July last year, China sent two warships, carrying personnel for the overseas military base 

in Djibouti, tipping the global military positioning scale, with an eye on Africa. One of the 

ships was an amphibious transport, which can load more helicopters and special troops 

capable of handling maritime and terrorist attacks. At its establishment, Beijing said that the 

base would ensure China’s performance of missions, such as escorts, peace-keeping and 

humanitarian aid in Africa and west Asia. “The base will also be conducive to overseas tasks 

including military cooperation, joint exercises, evacuating and protecting overseas Chinese 

and emergency rescue, as well as jointly maintaining security of international strategic 

seaways,” Chinas navy commander Shen Jinlong said. 

People’s Liberation Army 

China began construction of a logistics base in Djibouti in 2016, saying that it would use it as 

resupply point for its navy ships taking part in peacekeeping and humanitarian missions off 

the coasts of Yemen and Somalia. Beijing’s military paper, Global Times, in its editorial, laid 

bare what this facility would be, underpinning the fact that it would in fact be a military base. 
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“Certainly this is the People’s Liberation Army’s first overseas base and will have troops 

there. It’s not a commercial resupply point,” the paper said. The actualisation of the military 

base, coupled with its economic interest now firmly places it at the centre of the continents 

growth and security. The base is also being seen as a front to improving its growing arms 

race, through joint training and exercises, which has seen all the regional militaries use 

Chinese manufactured weapons in various sectors. Apart from China and the US, Djibouti 

and Somalia also play hosts to military bases from France, Germany, Italy, Turkey and Qatar, 

who have a military presence in the region. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/157974/us_files_complaint_against_china_over_

djibouti_airbase_bullying.aspx 
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Somaliland: 18th May Organizing Committee Send Strong Warning to 

Opposition National Party 

05/10/2018 - Somalilandsun:The organizing committee for Somaliland National Day slated 

for 18th May 2018 which is expected to coincide with the holy month of Ramadan has been 

brought forward and this year will be held on 15th May 2018. Speaking from the presidential 

palace the committee informed about their plan for the national day celebrations, they also 

reprimanded the leaders of the opposition party Wadani to stop sowing discord amongst 

the population. 

The minister of labor and social services Mrs.Hinda Jama Hirsi confirmed the reason behind 

the change of the national day ceremony from 18th to 15th May 2018. 

“After a lot of discussion we decided to alter the national day date because it will fall in the 

holy month of Ramadan when people are fasting so we saw it appropriate to forward it to 

15th May 2018.” 

Also speaking at the venue the minister of defense Mr.Issa Ahmed Yusuf reiterated that on 

18th May 2018 many good will projects will be implemented he cited helping the less 

fortunate in the society as an example of the beneficiaries of the national day. 

The vice president H.E Abdirahman Abdillahi Ismael (Sayli’i) calls on people of Somaliland 

from all walks of life to come out to celebrate the independence of their country. He warned 

the opposition party Wadani against inciting civil disobedience. He VP stated that the time 

of political campaign was over and asked the opposition to concentrate on nation building. 

Deputy President went on to say that the ruling party Kulmiye was doing whatever in her 

power to unite the country. He accused the national party (Wadani) for propagating division 

amongst the peace loving and brotherly people of Somaliland. 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/05/10/somaliland-18th-may-organizing-committee-

send-strong-warning-to-opposition-national-party/ 
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Building a peaceful, just and inclusive Somaliland: SDG16+ priorities for action 

May 10, 2018  

Saferworld, the Somaliland Non-State 

Actors Forum (SONSAF), and civil society 

outline SDG16+ priorities for action in 

Somaliland. 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16+ 

unites efforts to create more peaceful, 

just and inclusive societies around the 

world. In our latest briefing, Saferworld, the Somaliland Non-State Actors Forum (SONSAF), 

and civil society outline SDG16+ priorities for action in Somaliland. 

Saferworld, in partnership with SONSAF, is supporting a process in Somaliland to align 

commitments made in the SDGs to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies – otherwise 

known as SDG16+ – with national development strategies. 

Working with authorities and civil society organisations from all six regions of Somaliland, 

Saferworld and SONSAF, held a series of consultations between August 2017 and February 

2018 to determine short- and long-term priorities for SDG16+. 

This briefing explores why SDG16+ is relevant for Somaliland and sets out those civil society 

priorities for action. Priority areas include increasing women’s political participation, ending 

female genital mutilation, and improving access to justice. 

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/05/10/building-a-peaceful-just-and-inclusive-somaliland-

sdg16-priorities-for-action/ 
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Ethiopia Invests in its Neighbors' Ports  

By MarEx 2018-05-10 - Landlocked Ethiopia has 

announced significant new steps to diversify its 

access to seagoing trade. Since the 1990s, it has 

depended almost exclusively upon the Port of 

Djibouti to handle its waterborne commerce, but it is making moves in Sudan, Somaliland, 

Djibouti and Kenya to create new options for Ethiopian shipping interests. On Thursday, 

Sudanese and Ethiopian officials reached a deal for joint investments in the Port of Sudan. 

“The leaders of both countries agreed to develop Port Sudan together,” said Meles Alem, a 

spokesman for Ethiopia’s Foreign Ministry. “This deal entails that Ethiopia will be a 

shareholder of the port as well.” The details of the stake have not been disclosed. On 

Monday, Ethiopian diplomats and Kenyan leaders announced an agreement to grant 

Ethiopia a lease at Kenya's new Lamu Port for logistics purposes. It comes with a joint 

commitment to improve the road and rail links between Addis Ababa and the Kenyan 

border. Early this month, Ethiopian state media announced that Addis Ababa will be taking 

an unspecified stake in the Port of Djibouti. Djibouti has been in talks with potential investors 

for its Doraleh container terminal since it terminated DP World's concession at the port in 

February. The new agreement comes with the opportunity for Djibouti to invest in Ethiopian 

state-owned firms, including Ethiopian Electric Power and Ethio Telecom. “A joint committee 

of ministers would meet to thrash out details,” reported Ethiopian News Agency. The size of 

the Ethiopian share in the port was not released. Last month, Ethiopia also agreed to take a 

19 percent stake in the Port of Berbera, Somaliland, alongside DP World's 51 percent 

controlling stake. The breakaway government of Somaliland retains the remaining 30 

percent share. DP World is preparing to invest $440 million in developing the port, and 

Ethiopia plans to build a road connection from its territory to Berbera. The newly-enhanced 

terminal would be 580 road miles from Addis Ababa, about 100 miles further away than the 

Port of Djibouti.  

https://maritime-executive.com/article/ethiopia-invests-in-its-neighbors-ports#gs.pgJ_uns 
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Ugandan MPs Oppose Relocation of UN Base From Entebbe  

May 10, 2018 - Halima Athumani 

Ugandan lawmakers are seen gathered 

in parliament, in Kampala, Uganda, Sept. 

21, 2017. 

KAMPALA —  Ugandan lawmakers 

oppose a recommendation from 

United Nations Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres that the U.N. move 

a major logistics base out of the country. The lawmakers say the move would be an injustice, 

given the sacrifice that Ugandan troops have made in Somalia over the years. A letter this 

month from Guterres to the U.N. Advisory Committee recommended the logistics base be 

moved from the Ugandan city of Entebbe to Nairobi in Kenya. The move would be part of an 

effort by the U.N. to reduce its 45 regional centers around the world to four. The base 

currently supports 11 U.N. missions in Africa, including missions in Mali, South Sudan, the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan's Darfur region. Hundreds of Ugandans are 

employed at the base. Legislators argue that Uganda is being cast aside despite its location 

in the heart of a region plagued by immense conflict. The motion before parliament was 

introduced by Theodore Sekikubo, who noted that Uganda was the first country to send 

peacekeeping troops to Somalia in 2007. “We lost four choppers. We have lost untold 

numbers of lives. We have paid the ultimate price. And therefore it’s so undiplomatic, it’s so 

discomforting that this reciprocity is being paid in the negatives," Sekikubo said. Ugandan 

soldiers make up the largest contingent in AMISOM, the African Union mission in Somalia, 

which has been protecting the Somali federal government and fighting militant group al-

Shabab for more than a decade. Legislator Ssemujju Nganda says if the U.N. can’t appreciate 

such sacrifices, it can leave. “The auditor-general in various reports has been complaining 

that the U.N. doesn’t want to pay at Entebbe. In fact we should be celebrating that they are 

leaving. Because they occupy our old facility, the old Entebbe Airport for free. The money 

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 45



 

 

that you want to get as a result of employing 1,500 Ugandans is money that you can get 

when you develop the old airport and it begins serving the regional market,” Nganda said. 

Uganda’s prime minister, Ruhakana Rugunda, says the government is engaging with the U.N. 

secretary-general so that an amicable settlement can be reached. “It was convenient, it was 

cost effective. It was in the long run cheaper for the U.N. to run its services using Entebbe.... 

And, in our view, that center should remain.” U.N. committees are expected to discuss the 

proposed relocation of the base and make a final decision in July. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/ugandan-mps-oppose-relocation-of-un-base-from-

entebbe/4387956.html 
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1938, The “Circuito di Mogadiscio” the Grand Prix of an African city  

Wednesday May 9, 2018 - By Abdullahi Elmi Shurie 

In 1938 a car race took place on the streets of 

Mogadishu, which had great echo also in Italy. 

The competition was emphasized by the most 

important sports magazine of the time “Il 

Littoriale”. The governor Francesco Saverio 

Caroselli was the first who start the “Circuit of Mogadishu”. The car race was taken by many 

thousands of people and started in “Corso Vittorio Emanuele” (current “Viale Somalia”) of 

the Somali capital, where the main stands were. On the streets of Mogadishu there were 

many Somalis who enjoyed themselves with enthusiasm to follow first a car race in their 

country. The car race was similar (though minor) to those made in other Italian colonies: the 

Asmara Circuit in Italian Eritrea and the Tripoli Grand Prix of the world in Italian Libia. The 

“Circuit of Mogadishu” was repeated in 1939, but the 1940 edition was not performed due 

to the beginning of the Second World War. The Littoriale wrote: The race was conducted 

without incident and recorded the following results: Battle on “Alfa Romeo 1750” was the 

winner for the Sport category at 111 km / h, while Lombardi won the “1500cc” category and 

Ciccotti won the Tourism Category on “Lancia Di Lambda”. The most important category was 

dominated by the Alfa Romeo 1750, a racing car built under the supervision of Enzo Ferrari 

who won in many other circuits (such as the Christmas circuit of Asmara in 1938). According 

to Gianluca Gabrielli there were 7 stands (2 stands for the native population) and the 

magazine “Corriere della Somalia” reported that in 1938 more than 10,000 spectators 

enjoyed the two series of races (cars and motorcycles). The car races were also promoted 

by the Italian government to increase the image of Italy (within the colonial populations and 

in the world) as a technologically advanced country with a cutting-edge mechanical industry. 

Indeed, in 1938 Mogadishu was the second manufacturing city – after Asmara – in the AOI 

Africa Orientale Italiana. 
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The Mogadiscio-Genale-Villabruzzi triangle was 

the most developed area of the Italian colony, 

with one of the largest concentrations of 

vehicles (per inhabitant) in all of Africa: almost 

3,000 vehicles in 1939. After World War II the 

“Mogadiscio Circuit” was only realized with 

motorbike races and was called “Grand Premio 

Motociclistico della Somalia” (Moto GP of 

Somalia). It was celebrated from 1950 until 

1954, when the Italian government obtained the 

“Somalia Trusteeship” from the UN know as 

A.F.I.S. Amministrazione Fiduciaria Italiana Somalia, the race was held on the coastal roads 

of Mogadiscio, near the port and on the “Lungomare Corni”, and it was long several miles. 

The captain (later General of the Army Corps), Attilio Di Nunzio won the 500cc category from 

1950 to 1952 with his self-taught Guzzi. Those competitions found prominence in Italian 

sports magazines including the “Corriere delle Sport”, “Sport illustrated” and in magazines 

specialized in motorcycling. Di Nunzio won the race of the 500cc category, on a 2-kilometer 

track to be covered for 30 laps. 

He prevailed, single military, on a group of civilians all registered in the Motoclub of 

Mogadiscio. 

“The boldness of the civil competitions – wrote a chronicler of the time – suffered a whammy 

because the overall winner was a soldier.” The bike had built him using pieces of Guzzi, 

Norton, BSA collected here and there in Mogadishu. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/may/157982/1938_the_circuito_di_mogadiscio_the_

grand_prix_of_an_african_city.aspx 
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