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U.S. military probes Somali civilian casualty in raid 

MOGADISHU, May 11 (Xinhua) -- The U.S. military said on Friday that it will investigate local 

reports that its forces killed civilians during an operation conducted in Somalia on 

Wednesday. The U.S. Africa Command (Africom), which oversees American troops on the 

African continent, said its special forces, in an advise-and-assist capacity, partnered in a 

Somali-led operation to disrupt and degrade al-Shabab's terrorist network near Bulcida on 

the outskirts of Afgoye in southern Somalia. "We are aware of reports alleging civilian 

casualties resulting from this operation, and we take these reports seriously. As with any 

allegations of civilian casualties we receive, U.S. Africa Command will review any information 

it has about the incident, including any relevant information provided by third parties," 

Africom said in a statement. "If the information supporting the allegation is determined to 

be credible, USAFRICOM will determine the next appropriate step," it added. Local officials 

said at least five people were killed during the operation that targeted key al-Shabab 

commanders. The militant group has several training camps in the area. At least ten civilians 

were killed in Barire in August 2017 forcing the government to compensate the families after 

it admitted those killed were civilians. The U.S. government however maintained the dead 

were al-Shabab terrorists although it did not offer details of the investigations. Survivors and 

relatives of the deadly raid in Barire had said they wanted blood money and an apology from 

the U.S. government. Washington has stepped up operations in the Horn of Africa nation in 

the past one year, killing several militants after President Donald Trump softened 
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restrictions on the military in March 2017. Africom said the U.S. Department of Defense is 

fully committed to countering the threat of global terrorism, and will continue to support 

capable partners in the region. "In coordination with the Federal Government of Somalia, 

U.S. forces partner with AMISOM and Somali forces in combined counterterrorism 

operations and targeting terrorists, their training camps, and their safe havens throughout 

Somalia and the region," it said. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-05/12/c_137172873.htm 
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Al-shabab claims to have attacked Turkish military base in Somalia 

May 12, 2018 - The Al-

Qaidda linked terrorist 

group in Somalia, Al-

shabaab attacked Turkish 

military base in 

Mogadishu early morning 

on saturday, Radio 

kulmiye reportes. 

witnesses told KNN that more than 10 motor shells landed near and in the turkish military 

training comp in Mogadishu, there is no casualties reported yet. 

security source confirmed the existence of the attack, but did not give further detail. 

Al-shabaab linked website Somalimemo says 13 motor shells attacked to the military comp 

by Al-shabaab. 

Security officials said they are starting an investigation About the attack. 

There comment from Turkish embassy in Mogadishu. 

http://radiokulmiye.net/2018/05/12/al-shabab-claims-to-have-attacked-turkish-military-

base-in-somalia/ 
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Al Shabaab Member Defects To Government Forces In Gedo Region, Somalia 

In An Increased Wave Of Al Shabaab Defections 

by Goldberg - An Al Shabaab fighter has 

defected to Somali authorities in country’s 

Southern region, Gedo, official confirmed. 

The man who has been fighting alongside Al 

Shabaab fighters for more than a decade 

deserted the group. 

Abdullahi Ahmed Noor, the defector 

confirmed to be a member of al Shabaab terrorist organization for over 12 years. He said 

that he realized that what he and the group were doing was wrong, he was remorseful and 

as such decided to defect. On his way to the Somali security officers, he was attacked by Al-

Shabab fighters after they found out that he was deserting them. 

He surrendered his weapons saying that he was misled by the organization’s leadership and 

felt threatened to live but the recent defections encouraged his decision to leave the 

terrorists especially since there was a major shift in agenda. He is in custody in Gedo and has 

volunteered information amerced in his 12 years to help security forces dismantle the terror 

network in the region. 

In February, President Farmaajo has extended an olive branch to the fighters by offering 

them amnesty conditioned with denouncing violence. 

https://intelligencebriefs.com/al-shabaab-member-defects-to-government-forces-in-gedo-

region-somalia-in-an-increased-wave-of-al-shabaab-defections/ 
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Police Officers complete AMISOM Training 

May 11, 2018 - A total of 38 Police 

Officers have today completed 

African Union AU/United Nations 

(UN) mandatory pre-deployment 

training for peace keeping 

Mission in Somalia. 

The officers have been on a one 

week training at the Police Senior Staff and Command College Bwebajja in Wakiso district. 

The course is basically for commanders. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony , Associate Training Officer Support Office in Somalia 

(UNSOS) Mrs Joyce Mbugua thanked the Uganda Police Officers for being disciplined during 

the training. 

“I want to take this opportunity to thank you for being very disciplined I have interacted with 

you for a few days but I want to tell you that am totally impressed with your behavior and 

all I can say is that we are taking to Somalia a very good group,” Mrs Mbugua noted. 

“Take this topics seriously, go back and transfer the knowledge acquired don’t keep it to 

yourself transfer the knowledge to other people that you will be interacting with in Somalia, 

is not an easy mission but with your determination and hard work you will make it,” She 

said. 

She added that, “As you go to Somalia always remember that you are carrying the flag of 

Uganda so go and make an impact and leave an impact, we want you to be remembered for 

the service that you provided to the people of Somalia and we will be there to support you 

in anyway.” 
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Commissioner of Police in charge Peace Support Operations, Martin Amoru urged the 

officers to have the knowledge, skills and the right attitude towards work during thier 

mission in Somalia. 

He urged officers to be determined and persistent. 

“You can never succeed if you don’t have great persistence , determination you need to be 

fully committed to complete the duties assigned to you.”he noted, adding, 

“Communicate effectively with all stakeholders develop coalitions you cannot work alone 

,form a network it will help you ,communication is a glue that keeps the organization 

moving.” 

The officers have been trained in AMISOM legal mandate , and framework , international 

law , Somalia cultural awareness , overview of Somalia conflict and political history , health 

and safety, media and communication skills among many others. 

http://mbararasun.com/index.php/2018/05/11/police-officers-complete-amisom-training/ 
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SONNA 

Somali Prime Minister oversees police stations in the capital 

May 11, 2018 - Mogadishu(SONNA)- the Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Somalia, 

H.E. Hassan Ali Kheyre paid an inspection to Police Station in Mogadishu last night. 

The Prime Minister, said his aim was to observe how security operation is going on in Benadir 

region , and he encouraged joint security forces to increase the protection of the people, as 

holy month of Ramadan is coming the prime minister thanked security forces and argued to 

intensify their efforts to guarding the people and will do such observation back. 

“I thank all security forces who sacrifices their lives to keep the security country specially in 

the capital also you have to increase the presence of check points ahead of fasting period of 

Ramadan and to behave as your best way ” the prime Kheyre said  

Mr. kheyre visited the police centre in Mogadishu and stayed there the Minister of internal 

security, chiefs of security forces 

https://sonna.so/en/?p=13288 
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Guarding Somalia: UPDF tales from frontline 

On duty. UPDF soldiers deployed on a peace-

keeping mission in Ceeljare, Somalia last week. 

PHOTO BY MOSES KYEYUNE   

In Summary 

Payments. Payments for Amisom soldiers is 

handled by the European Union, which covers the full cost of payments allowances. 

Each soldier is entitled to a monthly allowance of 738 Euros (about $828 depending on the 

exchange rate.) 

By MOSES KYEYUNE 

Mogadishu. The battle successes registered by UPDF against al-Shabaab militants in Somalia 

is at a higher cost than officials previously disclosed, Daily Monitor has learnt. 

The hardships, according to multiple interviews with frontline soldiers in Lower Shebelle 

region, about 120km South of the capital, Mogadishu, range from delayed or delivery of 

rotten food stuff, lack of necessities such as toilet paper and soap.  

One soldier, who preferred anonymity due to sensitivity of the matter, says they venture 

into hostile terrains to collect firewood for preparing meals.  

Death for every living being is a given, but not in the eyes of combatant charged with fighting 

the al-Shabaab in the Lower Shabelle. 

Here, death is always a minute away because one fights without clearly understanding the 

enemy, he says. 

“There is nothing as dangerous as fighting the enemy you do not know,” he adds. 
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Livingstone Odongo (not real name) stands on a cliff in one of the Amisom forward operating 

bases, overlooking strategic locations of the enemy. 

He thinks deeply about home (Uganda) and tears roll down his cheeks. For a trained soldier 

at a battle front, this is weird. 

“Tosha!” a commanding voice blows his mind back to normal senses. He wipes his face and 

lifts his sub machine gun, walks a few steps further and disembarks. 

Darkness is already falling and Odongo’s day on duty ends. He walks back to his shelter, a 

makeshift of military camp tents. 

Dinner is served but Odongo remains in his camp, locked in fresh memories of war and the 

unknown life of his family back home. 

He was paid three months ago and his salary was trimmed without explanation.  

Tales of anguish 

Odongo says he has been here for the last six months and cannot wait to go back home in 

October. 

The 36-year-old has been at war before but not in Somalia. His traumatising reflections are 

caused by the April twin attacks on Amisom forces in Buulo Mareer and Golwen in the Lower 

Shabelle.  

The attacks in which scores died, also claimed his brother’s life and injured a number of his 

friends. He wipes his face once again and walks out. 

On opening the door, a rat jumps and runs under the bed as if to signal that someone has 

been watching and listening in to the conversation. 

The room falls silent and after about 10 minutes, he returns with a friend, Jimmy. 

“Here, this is my brother,” Odongo says as he lays a couple of photos on the bed. 
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“That is my brother. He was killed in Buulo Mareer. Jimmy saw him perish, but there was 

little to do, he died,” Odongo says. 

Jimmy is of medium height with a dark skin. The narration that follows is how soldiers are 

fed on one meal a day with little or no supplies for the most part of the month. 

Besides the delay, the soldiers receive their monthly allowances quarterly, implying that 

they cannot even buy some basics. 

“We are supposed to be paid at least $828 (about Shs3m) but we receive $628 (about 

Shs2.3m). You cannot tell where the rest goes and why it is deducted,” Jimmy narrates. 

He picks a piece of paper and hands it to this reporter. 

“Here are our problems, no one should know we are here and I have got to leave 

immediately,” Jimmy says as he leaves the room. 

On the paper, the writings in blue ink, summarise the daily life of a Ugandan soldier, battling 

the al-Shabaab enemy. 

This is the daily life of a UPDF fighter at the battle front against the militants. 

Somalia is one the few African countries with a deep-rooted culture. There is only one tribe, 

Somali, with five clans; the Darood, Dir, Hawiye and Isaaq, Rahanweyn. 

It is this clan system that has made the general administration of Somalia complex. The same 

has trickled down to the war that has lasted decades. 

“This is not CAR (Central African Republic), it is not Congo or Sudan where we knew the 

people we were pursuing, the al-Shabaab are the ordinary people and the ordinary people 

are al-Shabaab, but you cannot attack anyone unless you are sure,” Odongo says. 

What hurts him is not that he knows the enemy or not, but the risk of life in a foreign land 

with little to take home. “I have a family to feed, my children have to study; they should not 

be soldiers like me, they should not die in exploitation,” Odongo says. 
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Maj Caesar Olweny, the spokesperson for Sector One (UPDF), however, says the complaints 

about salary are strange. “The salary is paid on a monthly basis in Uganda and we have not 

had cases here where our soldiers are complaining that they have not been paid back home,” 

he says. 

Army responds 

“We do not earn salary here, we are given allowances,” he adds. 

Whereas Maj Olweny did not delve into the details, Brig Richard Karemire, the UPDF 

spokesperson, explains why the $200 (about Sh740,000) is deducted. 

According to Brig Karemire, each fighter is paid $100 (about Shs370,000) cash to support 

them at the battle fronts while another is taken by the government to cater for post-

deployment costs. 

Brig Karemire, however, dismisses the allegations regarding limited food rations. 

“It is not true because the United Nations Support Office in Somalia provides adequate 

food,” Brig Karemire says. 

“There is no military place with enough food as Somalia,” he adds. 

Brig Karemire, however, says there are occasional delays in delivering supplies due to the 

transport problem.  

The contingent commander for Ugandan troops, Brig Paul L’Okech, says despite a few 

challenges, Ugandans have done a great job. “We thank Ugandans for giving us their children 

to deploy in Somalia, it is a noble cause and many Somalis appreciate what we have done 

for them because there is nothing else you can give to a brother more than blood,” Brig 

L’Okech says. He says the transportation problem was caused by the Improvised Explosive 

Devices (IEDs) planted by the enemy and often disrupt supply distribution convoys. 

However, there is anticipation that this is being solved by the construction of a runway for 

air deliveries at least in Baraawe, about 208km South of Mogadishu. 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Guarding-Somalia-UPDF-tales-from-

frontline/688334-4555958-ho353dz/index.html  
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The weaponry supplied to Somalia being sold in black market or fights each 

other; the international community should not lift the weaponry embargo 

imposed to Somalia as this threat to regional peace 

May 12, 2018  

After the collapse of Sayid Bare regime in 1991, the power vacuum result power struggle in 

Somalia. This chaos has influenced the 

United Nations Security Council adapting resolution 733 imposing an arms embargo on 

Somalia in reaction to the ongoing conflict and deteriorating humanitarian situation In 

January 1992. This Resolution was unanimously adopted. On 14 November 2017 Resolution 

C/13065 was adapted extending arms embargoes on Somalia, Eritrea, Security Council 

Adopts Resolution 2385 (2017) by 11 votes in Favour, 4 Abstention. The Council also 

expressed concern about continued reports of corruption involving members of the Federal 

Government Administration and the Federal Parliament, underlining that individuals 

engaged in acts that threatened Somalia’s peace and reconciliation process might be listed 

for targeted sanctions. In fact, the embargo is extend am till 15 November 2018. Recently, 

after UAE closed their training centre in Somali capital, weapons left by UAE was stolen and 

sold on open market. At least 600 weapons were stolen from a former United Arab Emirates-

run training centre in Somalia’s capital Mogadishu and are for sale in the city, weapons 

dealers said. 

The weapons, including new Kalashnikov assault rifles and Chinese versions of them, were 

stolen by Somali National Army soldiers who had been trained by the UAE at its facility, three 

Somali men who purchased weapons from the soldiers. This is followed; rival forces in the 

Somali army shot at each other in the capital Mogadishu with one group trying to storm a 

former United Arab Emirates-run training centre. Some Somali military forces attacked us at 

the base, they wanted to loot.  The clash lasted 90 minute. Some of the UAE-trained Somali 
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soldiers had fled. The clash was an indication of the difficulty in rebuilding unified security 

forces for a state where centralized authority collapsed in 1991. 

The UAE-trained troops began stealing weapons from the facility shortly after the program 

was disbanded, the dealers said. The soldiers sold guns directly to the dealers and indirectly 

via their brokers. The looting appears to have occurred while the UAE was in the process of 

emptying its training centre. The dealers showed Reuters five weapons they said they 

bought from the soldiers.  Eyewitness, said they purchased the weapons for $700, a 

significant discount on the current price of $1,350 in Mogadishu for a new Kalashnikov. The 

dealers then began last night reselling the weapons at $1,000 each, he said. UAE has trained 

hundreds of Somali troops since 2014 as part of an effort boosted by an African Union 

military mission.  Many times in the past, members of Somali army found sold in open black 

market in Somali capital. 

Somalia is still in crossroads and Somali leaders are divided, circumstance is not right lifting 

weaponry embargo from Somalia. It is certain that weapons will be sold in black market as 

happened many times in the event the embargo is lifted as the Somali army are divided and 

undisciplined. Even the Somali regional states oppose lifting the sanction being consider the 

federal government threat to them. Furthermore, being tribally divided, there is no Somali 

national army in Somalia. Majority of the existing army members came from former tribal 

militias during warlords’ days in Somalia.   Being undisciplined in the event, the embargo be 

lifted, Somali army will use the weaponry other than the intended purpose like selling in 

black markets or fighting each other as we have experienced many times in the past and as 

a result, Somalia being experiencing many complex security issues which are threat to 

regional peace, the international community should continue the weaponry embargo the 

united nation imposed to Somalia in 1992 in view of above. 

Ismail Lugweyne 

http://www.oodweynemedia.com/2018/05/12/the-weaponry-supplied-to-somalia-being-sold-

in-black-market-or-fights-each-other-the-international-community-should-not-lift-the-

weaponry-embargo-imposed-to-somalia-as-this-threat-to-regional-peace/ 
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Security forces hang and kill woman as protest intensified in Somali region of 

Ethiopia 

 (May 11, 2018)- Towns in the Somali region of Eastern Ethiopia continued protest against 

the regional administration led by Abdi Illey, as his forces, the Liyou Police hung and killed a 

woman in Kebri Dahar. 

Taysir Mohammed was an activist and a representative of 

Women in Kabri Dahar. His uncle is one of the hundred 

elders who were sent to the capital Addis Ababa to file 

complaints to federal authorities about the 

maladministration of Mr. Illey. Sources said that Mr. Illey 

has warned that the elders who went to Addis Ababa 

should come back or families would face a retaliation. The 

sources say the killing could be a retaliation by Illey’s forces 

against her activism and the involvement of her uncle in the 

politics of the region. Meanwhile protests have continued 

in Kabri Dahar, Dire Dawa, Adigala, Bekie, Erer and other towns against the administration 

of Illey, the regional president accused of corruption, nepotism and ties to corrupt army 

generals engaged in contraband trade. Protesters are calling Mr. Illey to step down. Students 

of the health College in the regional capital Jijiga have also joined the protest today, but 

were quickly dispersed by the police force that entered their campus. 

In Shinille town, where the protest began two weeks ago, police went house to house 

beating those who took part in protests. 

https://ethsat.com/2018/05/security-forces-shot-and-killed-woman-as-protest-intensified-

in-somali-region-of-ethiopia/  
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Somalia Speaker Mursal Hosts Djibouti Mps 

On May 11, 2018  

A delegation of from the Djibouti 

Parliament was on Friday hosted by the 

new Speaker of the Somalia Lower 

House Mohamed Mursal. 

Mursal who was inaugurated on 

Thursday said Somalia remained 

grateful to Djibouti’s role in the reconstruction of  Somalia as the country returned to 

normalcy. 

“I thank you from the bottom of my heart and will always treasure the brotherly visit you 

have honored me” Mursal said 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-

mps/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 16

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/11/somalia-speaker-mursal-hosts-djibouti-mps/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/05/Dc6KjZkXcAAsbQZ.jpg
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/05/Dc6KjZkXcAAsbQZ.jpg
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/05/Dc6KjZkXcAAsbQZ.jpg
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/05/Dc6KjZkXcAAsbQZ.jpg


 

Jubaland will not attend the National Constitutional Convention  

Friday May 11, 2018 

 Jubaland Minister of Justice, Constitution & 

Religious Affairs, Aden Ibrahim Aw Hirsi. 

Mogadishu (HOL) - Jubaland Ministry of 

Justice and Constitutional & Religious 

Affairs as announced on Friday that it will 

not be attending the National 

Constitutional Convention this week. Aden Ibrahim Aw Hirsi, Jubaland's Minister of Justice, 

Constitution & Religious Affairs, confirmed that Jubaland has declined to attend the 

conference and have communicated their decision to the federal government. Aw Hirsi 

tweeted his frustrations shortly after announcing the decision saying legitimate stakeholders 

and authorities can’t be dressed up as a superficial display. “The serious, substantial, 

thorough negotiations by all stakeholders & pertinent authorities required for Somalia’s 

Constitutional Review Process can’t be replaced by cheering crowds, jaded soundbites, 

centrist dogwhistles & choreographed appearances by photogenic leaders.” Hiiraan Online 

contacted Aw Hirsi to elaborate but he declined to comment further. The decision to not 

attend comes at a time of growing political friction between the Federal Government of 

Somalia and Puntland - another powerful regional member state -. Jubbaland President, 

Ahmed Mohammed Islam, who recently returned to Kismayo, held a press conference, 

accusing the government of not respecting the regional governments and called on the 

Federal Government to protect the constitutional rights of the regional states. Last October, 

two pivotal bodies that are responsible for the review and implementation of Somalia’s 

constitution boycotted a planned conference scheduled in Mogadishu, citing an 

overreaching Ministry of Constitutional Affairs of derailing the talks. The Somali government 
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was forced to cancel the entire conference due to “technical reasons”, without citing any 

specific details. 

Prime Minister Kheyre held an mergency meeting  with the Oversight Committee shortly 

after in response to the boycott. OC Chairman Abdi Qeybdid emerged from the meeting 

saying that that the two parties have reached a tentative agreement but did not elaborate . 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158031/jubaland_will_not_attend_the_natio

nal_constitutional_convention.aspx 
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Somali FA president awarded for Historic Football Achievement 

May 11, 2018  |   Posted by: Maxamuud Axmed  

The president of the Federal Republic of Somalia H.E Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, 

presented the Historic Football Achievement Award to Somali Football Federation (SFF) 

president, Abdiqani Said Arab, after recently Somalia reached its first ever CECAFA event 

final. 

SFF president also gained a full presidential 

praise for leading the country’s football to a 

tangible progress and in particularly for 

producing a very talented junior team who 

took Somalia to a CECAFA cup final for the 

first time in Somalia’s history and as a result 

the country’s president H.E Mohamed 

Abdullahi Mohamed, honored Mr. Abdiqani Said Arab with the high profile “Historic Football 

Achievement Award’. 

“SFF did a fantastic job for taking Somalia to such level in football. I praise SFF president 

Abdiqani and his committee members for the historic achievement, because I know they 

made sacrifices to the country and had worked in a very difficult situation” Somali president 

H.E Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, said before presenting the award to SFF president 

Abdiqani Said Arab during a gathering at the state house Villa Somalia. 

“The countries we defeated in the CECAFA U-17 Championship have been growing to 

develop for the 30 years Somalia has been undergoing insecurity and civil wars, so getting 

our team play in the final makes a huge sense for me as the president of the nation and for 

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 19

http://www.geesguud.com/author/maxamuud-axmed/
http://www.geesguud.com/author/maxamuud-axmed/
http://www.geesguud.com/author/maxamuud-axmed/
http://www.geesguud.com/author/maxamuud-axmed/


the entire Somalis” said Somali president H.E Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, who also 

commended FIFA for greatly assisting football development in Somalia. 

“I will very closely be aware of the living situation of the national team” added Somali 

president H.E Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, who expressed his full satisfaction with the 

continuous development activities Somali Football Federation is doing in the country. 

Meanwhile, Somali Football Federation president, Abdiqani Said Arab, was thankful to the 

president of the nation for the high level award. “Receiving this football achievement award 

will give me more energy and encouragement to redouble thefootball development work” 

said SFF president Abdiqani Said Arab, who in front of the country’s president expressed his 

gratitude to FIFA for making it possible for Somali football to revive and continue to grow. 

“I am very happy that my dreams have come true. Developing our football from grassroots 

and youth levels was one of the pledges I made in my post-election address in 2014 and we 

have been able to produce 60 very talented boys who are now ready to represent Somalia 

in all youth competitions and started learning football from the very beginning, while some 

others are also now being trained and we expect them to be ready within a year. The SFF 

made such achievements with the full help from FIFA. My particular thanks are due to 

president Gianni Infantino for recognizing that Somalia deserves to be awarded with youth 

development programs for the 3rd successive year under which we produced the talented 

boys we now have” SFF president, Abdiqani Said Arab, explained. 

“In April 2017, we had hosted CAF president Ahmed Ahmed here in Mogadishu. He 

encouraged us not to lose hopes and promised me that in his capacity as CAF president and 

FIFA vice president both football governing bodies are united in giving a particular 

consideration to Somalia” SFF president added. 

http://www.geesguud.com/somali-fa-president-awarded-for-historic-football-

achievement/ 
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AMISOM and Somali government laud UNSOS for support in establishing 

community radios in Somalia 

10 May 2018 - Mogadishu - African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM) and the Federal Government of 

Somalia (FGS) have lauded the United Nations 

Support Office in Somalia (UNSOS) for support offered 

in establishing community radio stations in the 

country. The commendations were made on Thursday at a meeting attended by key 

stakeholders including representatives of community based organizations. AMISOM and the 

FGS plan to establish community radio stations in HirShabelle, Jubbaland and South West 

next month. The FGS and the three federal member states have already approved the 

project, which will be launched in Kismayo, Baidoa and Belet Weyne. UNSOS has been at the 

forefront in providing the necessary logistical support for the grand project. During the 

meeting, both the Deputy Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission (DSRCC) for Somalia, Simon Mulongo, and the Director of Communication in the 

Office the President of Somalia, Abdinur Mohamed Ahmed, hailed UNSOS for supporting the 

initiative aimed at promoting peace and unity in communities.  “I want to thank UNSOS 

specifically for availing the equipment and for responding to your application through 

AMISOM to have these radios,” the DSRCC said. Mr. Ahmed echoed the DSRCC’s remarks, 

saying the FGS was grateful to UNSOS for its role in making the project a reality. “I want to 

thank UNSOS and AMISOM for the support in establishing these radios.” It is hoped that the 

community radios will help inform and alter attitudes, by providing the ordinary people with 

a voice, thereby empowering them, through targeted messaging on issues such as peace-

building, countering violent extremism, constitutional review and the 2020 elections and 

federalism among others. Following a request by community based organizations, 

channeled through AMISOM, UNSOS offered to provide the equipment for the 

establishment of community radio stations in the three federal member states. 

https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-

community-radios-somalia  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 21

https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia
https://unsos.unmissions.org/amisom-and-somali-government-laud-unsos-support-establishing-community-radios-somalia


 

Somalia's illicit charcoal trade threatens security, the environment and 

livelihoods 

Somalia is losing trees at an alarming rate to an illicit charcoal trade that partly bankrolls its 

Islamist insurgency. Charcoal producers and traders who violate a UN ban say their 

livelihoods are at stake. 

Stockpiles of charcoal cast long shadows that 

shield motorists from the scorching sun on 

the road that links the southern port of Buur 

Gaabo to the capital Mogadishu in the north. 

Charcoal producers and traders can be seen 

packing their trucks near Mogadishu. Some two million trees are felled every year in the 

trade worth 120 million dollars (€100 million), a 

UN estimate shows. It names the United Arab 

Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman as the key 

buyers. Of those 120 million dollars, at least 10 

million are siphoned off by al-Shabab, the Islamist 

militant group fighting the government. Al-

Shabab, or "The Youth" in Arabic, is affiliated to the al-Qaeda group. It still controls much of 

southern Somalia 

Somalia and UN consider the problem 

Representatives from the UN and the Somali government came together in Mogadishu this 

month to consider the main aspects of the problem - the security situation and the impact 

of the trade on the lives of people and the environment. Trader Hassan Omar told DW al-

Shabab fighters arrive "from time to time” to collect payments from traders who operate in 

areas under its control. But the charcoal trade is his livelihood in the war-torn country, Omar 

said. 
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"We cut trees because of the problems we face. It is next to impossible to get employed. 

There is no river. If we had farms and water, we could have planted and earned a living. But 

in such an arid area, how can you survive? The only way is to cut the trees, they are our cash 

crop,” Omar explained. Concern is growing that Somalia is slowly turning into a desert due 

to the loss of an estimated 8.2 million trees between 2011 and 2017 alone.  

It experiences periodic drought and flooding due to climate change.  

"Without environment there is no life. I 

urge the government to take action and 

stop this smuggling of our charcoal to 

Arab lands. If there is no way to sell this 

charcoal, al-Shabab will obviously stop,” 

Guro told DW. Somalia loses a tree every 

30 seconds to its illicit charcoal trade 

Biggest market in the Gulf 

At the UN-backed summit in Mogadishu, Somalia said it wants to cooperate with Africa and 

the Middle East to stop the export of charcoal. Deputy Prime Minister Mahdi Mohamed 

Guled expressed concern that Gulf countries were such great consumers of Somali charcoal 

and urged them to seek alternatives. Juliette Bia, the Director of the UN Environment 

Programme, spoke to DW about  possible solutions to the problem. 

"It is not realistic to ban without finding alternative solutions to energy. We need to also 

keep in mind that one of the causes of a sustainable charcoal production and consumption 

is also poverty because charcoal production has long been providing livelihood opportunities 

for many families,” she said. 

 "So if you want to find an adequate solution, you have to look at the root causes, one of 

which is poverty, addressing poverty, addressing livelihood. Investment opportunity for 

business will also be something to look into.” 

http://www.dw.com/en/somalias-illicit-charcoal-trade-threatens-security-the-

environment-and-livelihoods/a-43745333 
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Ireland provides €3m funding to Somalia humanitarian crisis 

It is estimated that 5.4 million people in Somalia, almost half of the population, are in need 

of humanitarian assistance 

DUBLIN, Ireland, May 11, 2018/APO Group/ --  

- Somalia “is one of the most challenging environments for humanitarian aid operations”  

- €3 million funding provided to UN Somalia Humanitarian Fund  

The Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Simon Coveney T.D, and Minister of 

State for the Diaspora and International Development, Mr. Ciarán Cannon, T.D., today 

announced Irish funding of €3 million for the severe humanitarian crisis in Somalia.   

It is estimated that 5.4 million people in Somalia, almost half of the population, are in need 

of humanitarian assistance. More than 2 million Somalis are internally displaced, 1 million 

of whom are in protracted displacement, with many displaced for two decades. Over the 

past month, flooding has compounded an already fragile humanitarian situation with over 

220,000 people displaced and 720,000 affected.   

This funding is further demonstration of Ireland's commitment to alleviate the suffering of 

the Somali people 

In 2017, Ireland provided funding of €6.7 million to support the efforts to alleviate 

humanitarian suffering in Somalia. This assistance was delivered by Ireland’s humanitarian 

partners including the UN Somalia Humanitarian Fund and NGOs. 

Announcing the funding, the Tánaiste said: 

“Somalia has been gripped by chronic drought and racked by conflict for over twenty years. 

It is one of the most challenging environments for humanitarian aid operations, but it is 
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imperative that Ireland and the international community continues to support the 

humanitarian response to the crises besetting the country. This funding is further 

demonstration of Ireland's commitment to alleviate the suffering of the Somali people.” 

“We will also continue to work with our EU and UN partners to support the Federal 

Government of Somalia’s efforts to stabilise the country as it emerges from decades of 

conflict, and bring an end to the insecurity that is contributing significantly to the on-going 

humanitarian crisis.”  

Minister of State Cannon added: 

“As well as providing support to our UN humanitarian partners, Irish Aid has also consistently 

supported the humanitarian work of many of our NGO partners through our Humanitarian 

Programme Plan, including Trócaire, World Vision Ireland, Concern, Oxfam, International 

Rescue Committee and Halo Trust. We are proud of the work our NGO partners do to alleviate 

the suffering of the people of Somalia. Ireland will continue to work internationally to ensure 

respect for international humanitarian law and the safe delivery of assistance by all 

humanitarian actors to those most in need.” 

Now in 2018, Ireland is again supporting the UN-managed Humanitarian Pooled Fund, which 

ensures that the most urgent needs can be met quickly, be they for food, shelter, health or 

protection for the most vulnerable. 

https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/ireland-provides-euro3m-funding-to-somalia-

humanitarian-crisis?lang=en 
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Somaliland farmers get seeds and support to grow food to revive the 

economy 

The Somaliland agriculture ministry has given seeds to 

9,000 families badly affected by the drought, as part of a 

plan to revitalize food production and stop people from 

dropping out of farming. The farming families each 

received maize and sorghum seeds to plant one hectare of 

land, as well as the use of vehicles, machinery and labour 

to prepare the land ahead of the planting season. Agriculture ministry spokesman Sa’ad Abdi 

Muse told Radio Ergo they had supported cultivation of 2,000 hectares of land in Maroodi-Jeh 

and Awdal, and 7,000 hectares in Togdheer, Saraar, Sanag, Saahil and Sool regions.  He said they 

had targeted the land strategically, expecting to improve agricultural production and to support 

those farmers could not recover from the effects of the prolonged drought on their own. The Gu 

seasonal rains have resumed in most parts of Somaliland and it is time for planting. Around 

$50,000 used to support this initiative were collected at the height of the drought last year by 

the drought response committee in Somaliland. Donations were gathered in local markets, 

neighbourhoods and government offices. Mohamed Abdi Ali, a farmer in Hudisa village in Sahil 

region, said he had been on the point of giving up farming after being hard hit during the 

drought. However, last month he received sorghum and maize seeds from the ministry and went 

ahead to plant. He hopes the harvest will be good enough to store food for the family through 

the dry season.  He told Radio Ergo he did not have money for seeds and other inputs so the 

ministry’s support was vital. Another 200 farms in Hudisa village have remained barren since 

September 2015.  Moahmed’s family of seven depend entirely on the produce they grow and so 

had little food to eat during the drought, even though they continued to help their neighbours 

and relatives as much as they could. Sa’ad Abdi said a monitoring committee from the ministry 

will follow up on the impact of the project. Osman Ali Nur, a member of Marodi-Jeh farmers 

association, said each farm planted under this project would produce 100 sacks of maize or 

sorghum, which will contribute significantly to overall productivity. 

http://bandhige.com/somaliland-farmers-get-seeds-and-support-to-grow-food-to-revive-

the-economy/  
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Somaliland president Muse Bihi Abdi Defends UAE military And DP World 

Deals In An Interview With Associated Press. 

May 11, 2018  

Somaliland President Muse Bihi Abdi is hoping to change that by aligning his country’s 

interests with energy-rich Gulf Arab states eager to expand their military footprint in the 

Horn of Africa along the vital shipping corridor of Bab al-Mandeb, the entryway to the Red 

Sea for ships from Asia and oil tankers from the Gulf heading to Europe. 

Speaking to The Associated Press in the capital, Hargeisa, on Tuesday, Abdi defended an 

agreement that allows the United Arab Emirates to establish a military base in Somaliland. 

“Our government is not so strong and our zone needs to be protected,” he said. “I think we 

need a friendly country to have a cooperation with military security, we need it.” 

Somaliland President Muse Bihi Abdi is hoping to change that by aligning his country’s 

interests with energy-rich Gulf Arab states eager to expand their military footprint in the 

Horn of Africa along the vital shipping corridor of Bab al-Mandeb, the entryway to the Red 

Sea for ships from Asia and oil tankers from the Gulf heading to Europe. 

Speaking to The Associated Press in the capital, Hargeisa, on Tuesday, Abdi defended an 

agreement that allows the United Arab Emirates to establish a military base in Somaliland. 

“Our government is not so strong and our zone needs to be protected,” he said. “I think we 

need a friendly country to have a cooperation with military security, we need it.” 

Securing the Horn of Africa has become increasingly important for Gulf countries since 

March 2015, when a Saudi-led coalition launched a war against Iran-allied rebels in Yemen. 

On Tuesday, the coalition, which includes the UAE, said the rebels attacked a Saudi oil tanker 

in the Bab al-Mandeb strait, causing minor damage. 
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Abdi declined to disclose how many Emirati troops would be based in Somaliland or when 

construction of the base will be complete. 

The lease for the base is for 25 years. 

“Yes, we are allied to the United Arab Emirates and to Saudi (Arabia),” Abdi said. 

“All our business, main assets, are in Dubai. 

All our imports depend on United Arab Emirates, their ports,” he said. “We have relations of 

business and economic ties with them, so we are allies with them.” 

Abdi, who won elections in November, spoke Tuesday from his office in Somaliland’s capital 

of Hergeisa, home to around 1 million people. Somaliland is far more peaceful than Somalia, 

where the al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab group carries out frequent attacks. 

Except for a Coca-Cola factory outside the largely impoverished city, there are no visible 

signs of multinational companies. 

The city, which moves without traffic lights, is not home to any major international hotel 

chains, American fast food restaurants or bustling shopping malls. 

Instead, the country is capitalizing on its strategic location near Bab al-Mandeb. 

Somaliland signed an agreement last year with one of the world’s largest port operators, DP 

World, to operate its Port of Berbera. The agreement with DP World, which is majority-

owned by the Dubai government in the UAE, was signed the same year that the UAE’s plans 

to build a naval base in Berbera were revealed. 

It’s the latest example of how DP World’s business dealings in East Africa increasingly mirror 

the UAE’s military expansion in the region. 

The UAE, which is also reportedly building up a long-term military presence in Eritrea, is not 

the only country with troops in East Africa. Turkey opened a military base in Somalia last 

year. Neighboring Djibouti is home to a U.S. base that launches drone missions over Somalia 

and Yemen, as well as a Chinese military base and Japan’s first overseas base since World 

War II. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 28



Last week, Somalia asked for the United Nations Security Council to intervene to stop the 

UAE from building the military base in Somaliland. Somalia said the agreement between the 

Gulf state and Somaliland, which it refers to as the “Northwestern Region of Somalia,” was 

made without the consent of Somalia’s government and is in “clear violation of international 

law.” 

Somaliland’s minister of foreign affairs, Saad Ali Shire, said his country’s alliance with the 

UAE is a sign of the growing “realization that Somaliland should be recognized.” 

 “We feel that we have the right to be recognized. We have the right for self-determination 

under the U.N. charter,” Shire told the AP. “That’s a fact which I think everybody should 

recognize, and perhaps the UAE is finally coming around to recognize that fact as well.” 

DP World’s recent expansion into Somaliland creates an alternative corridor for imports for 

landlocked Ethiopia, a country of 110 million people and the largest economy in the Horn of 

Africa. Cargo going to Ethiopia currently constitutes 15 percent of Berbera port’s operations. 

DP World holds a 51 percent stake in the port, Somaliland holds a 30 percent stake and 

Ethiopia holds the remaining 19 percent. 

DP World operations in Berbera threaten Djibouti’s near monopoly on Ethiopia’s imports 

and exports. Djibouti’s port provides Ethiopia with more than 95 percent of Ethiopia’s 

imports. 

The deal with Somaliland prompted Djibouti to abruptly end DP World’s contract for its 

Doraleh container terminal in February. 

DP World’s Berbera operations manager, Ali Ismail Mahamoud, acknowledged that the port 

is a competitor in East Africa. He spoke to the AP on a recent visit to the port. 

 “Whenever you open a port near another port which is close to it, definitely you have to be 

competitive. (We are) not purely competitive with Djibouti, but I would define it as we have 

to be competitive,” he said. 

https://xogtashacabka24.com/2018/05/11/somaliland-president-muse-bihi-abdi-defends-

uae-military-and-dp-world-deals-in-an-interview-with-associated-press/  
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UAE extends military reach in Yemen and Somalia 

By Noah Browning and Alexander Cornwell 

ABU DHABI, May 11 (Reuters) - Military transport planes from the United Arab Emirates 

landed on the sleepy Yemeni island of Socotra last week, unloading tanks and troops as part 

of the Gulf Arab state's drive to extend its influence over a strategic waterway flanked by 

war zones. 

The UAE, with a population of less than 10 million but the Arab world's second-largest 

economy thanks to oil, is deploying its soldiers and cash to create a web of bases and armed 

allies in Yemen and Somalia as a bulwark against Islamist extremists and Iranian influence, 

according to diplomats as well as Yemeni and Somali officials. 

But backing groups at loggerheads with their national governments threatens to bog down 

the UAE in the seemingly endless conflicts of two of the world's poorest countries. 

Lying between the Arabian Peninsula and Horn of Africa, Socotra island, best known for its 

otherworldly plant life, appeared far from the war until the UAE troops arrived, in a landing 

reported by Yemeni officials and media. 

The Yemeni government accused the UAE of seizing the island's ports and airport. A 

government source told Reuters that the UAE move was a power-play for "commercial and 

security interests" and accused the UAE of trying to colonize Yemen. 

"They won't get that from Yemen," the source said. "Yes, Yemenis are poor but they fight 

for their sovereignty," 

The UAE foreign ministry, in a statement on Socotra, said it backed Yemen's legitimate 

government and sought "to establish peace and stability and to support developmental 

projects for the island's residents." 
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The UAE has built up local army units in Yemen, increasing its influence along the Red Sea 

coast, but also opening up a rift with the country's exiled government. 

Across the Bab al-Mandeb strait, through which much of the world's oil flows, the UAE also 

has a foothold in northern Somalia, where Emirati firms have set up commercial ports and 

its troops conduct military and training missions. 

Abu Dhabi, political capital of the seven-emirate federation, is moving assertively against the 

threat it sees from Islamist groups such as al Qaeda, while promoting itself as a stable, open 

and largely tolerant Muslim country. 

It has allied itself with Saudi Arabia in the war against the Houthi group in Yemen, and with 

three Arab powers in a boycott of Qatar, accusing it of backing terriorism. 

The UAE has hired senior foreign military officers to modernize its army, including Australia's 

former top special forces general, Mike Hindmarsh, who reports to Abu Dhabi's powerful 

Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan. 

Hindmarsh oversees the Presidential Guard, the unit tasked with directing the UAE's 

campaign in Yemen. 

"They are taking the fight to the enemy around the region," said a Western diplomat. 

A Gulf source spelled out the UAE approach, saying it was protecting its interests in the 

region and promoting development to deter recruitment by Islamist groups. 

"The UAE is helping to develop economically viable zones that create jobs and improve 

standards of living while also providing humanitarian and financial aid." 

"There is a comprehensive Emirati approach to fostering long-term stability in the region," 

the source said. 

SOUTH YEMEN REVIVED 

A monument of leaning pillars in Abu Dhabi shows the cost of this engagement: inscribed 

with soldiers' names, the memorial pays tribute to the UAE's "martyrs." 
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The vast majority - more than 100 - fell in the three-year-old war the UAE is fighting in Yemen 

alongside Saudi Arabia against the Iranian-aligned Houthis. 

Saudi Arabia's main ally in the conflict, Yemen's heavily Islamist government, is struggling 

against the Houthis, who control the north of the country and the capital, Sanaa. 

The UAE, which has made the only visible gains by the coalition along the southwestern 

coast, has adopted a different strategy and cultivated its own friends in the war. 

Across a string of small bases from the volcanic island of Perim at the mouth of the Red Sea 

to the dunes of Rawah near the Omani border, the UAE pays salaries and trains troops. 

At the beginning of the Yemen war, the UAE prised from Iran's orbit a struggling secessionist 

movement which hopes to revive the former state of South Yemen. 

The socialist movement's leaders left Yemen after the north and south were unified in 1994, 

and wound up in Hezbollah's south Beirut stronghold, from where they ran a low-level 

insurgency in Yemen, diplomatic and southern political sources said. 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard officials and Hezbollah schooled the southern commanders in 

guerrilla tactics in hopes of destabilizing Saudi Arabia's southern flank, the sources said. 

But when the Houthis advanced into southern Yemen in 2015, promises of assistance from 

the UAE convinced the southern leadership to move to Abu Dhabi from where they could 

carry on the fight for their Yemeni homeland. 

"They want to fight Iranian militias trying to seize our lands, and we do too. This is enough 

for the alliance to make sense for now," one southern official told Reuters. 

This alliance helped the UAE to seize the southern port of Aden in 2015. The UAE trained 

southern Yemeni forces who captured the other main port, Mukalla, from al Qaeda. 

Mukalla airport, closed to commercial flights, now hosts Emirati helicopters, a training 

center, detention facility and also a small contingent of U.S. special forces helping to fight al 

Qaeda in nearby mountains. 
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Iran's foreign ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment on any 

involvement with the southern Yemeni secessionists. Hezbollah also declined to comment. 

SOMALIA TUG-OF-WAR 

Raids by Somali pirates on trade routes along the Horn of Africa helped draw the UAE, home 

to the Middle East's busiest port, into the tangled politics of Somalia, which has grappled for 

over a decade with al Qaeda-linked Shabaab militants. 

The UAE is deepening ties with the semi-autonomous regions of Somaliland and Puntland 

after state-owned Emirati firms DP World and P&O Ports signed deals there in 2016 and 

2017. 

UAE troops quickly followed, and have begun building a military base in Berbera, Somaliland, 

the region's President Muse Bihi Abdi told Reuters while on a visit to Abu Dhabi. 

"It will be the guarantee for our security, for our development in any case of terrorism ... 

They have the resources and knowledge better than us. We are a nation after a war, 

rebuilding," he said. 

The relationship - which includes investing hundreds of millions of dollars in Somaliland for 

projects such as a highway to Ethiopia and new airport - has angered the central government 

in Somalia, and the UAE has ended its military training mission in Mogadishu. UAE Minister 

of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash told Reuters that support for the regions was not 

intended to split Somalia and his country had no quarrel with the central government. "Our 

policy of recognizing a one-Somalia stands ... But at the same time we are able to support 

the people of Somaliland through humanitarian, developmental." The president of Puntland, 

Abdiweli Mohamed Ali, told Reuters in Dubai that UAE personnel were training local forces 

to combat piracy as well as Islamist groups in Yemen or Somalia. 

He denied that the UAE sought a long-term colonial presence. "They are not occupying as a 

military force in Somalia," he said. "It's impossible. We are fierce fighters, we will never allow 

that to happen." 

https://www.compuserve.com/news/us/story/0002/20180511/M1L8N1SE4MF_21139611

5  
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Somali Ambassador’s Visit  

May 11, 2018 

The Somali ambassador to 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

Mr. Dahir Mohamed Geele, 

visited PMU on May 2, 2018. 

The ambassador was 

accompanied by a delegation 

of the Somali Embassy in 

Riyadh. PMU Rector, deans, 

directors, and Somali 

students welcomed the visiting delegation. 

The ambassador was escorted on a guided tour of the campus in which the various teaching 

styles, labs, and technologies were described; PMU’s educational philosophy was also 

explained. The visit likewise included observations of active classes. 

Mr. Geele noted his thoughts in PMU Visitor’s Book and received a present as a mark of 

respect from PMU. 

The delegation was impressed by the technologies used in the university and highly praised 

the cooperation between PMU and other universities locally and worldwide. 

http://wetvarabia.com/somali-ambassadors-visit/ 
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Opinion: Lifetime miseries in Somali regional state and the need to tackle 

failed policies 

May 11, 2018   

Suldan A. Osman, for Addis Standard 

Addis Abeba, May 11/2018 – Being one of its worst victims, Ethiopians in Somali Region 

erupted with jubilation as the ruthless Derg regime collapsed.  The backdrop to the euphoria 

was a free air and a hope for the wonderland of a bright future. Sadly, for people in the 

Region, that outcome remains a stark anomaly. Over two decades of the ruling party EPRDF 

in the driver’s seat, the post-Derg utopia of establishing an inclusive politics and a more 

responsive governance for improved economy and better life for all people of the region 

remained elusive. 

Life under Abdi Mahamud’s Somali Region 

Setting foot in the Region will provide one with a vivid insight into the unforgiving living 

situations. Consistent drought, livelihood shocks, malnourishment, merciless poverty and 

famine pardons none. From record high unemployment and illiteracy, to lack of socio-

economic infrastructure and grave human right abuses coupled with rampant rent-seeking 

and corruption, ubiquitous injustice and lawlessness, the Region is in ruins. 

Shamefully, the Ethiopian constitution does not seem to be in clear possession of a law to 

protect the people of the Somali Region; and state-sponsored human rights abuses go on 

neither punished nor recognized. The Human Right Watch sounded the alarm bell on the 

Ethiopian armed forces’ crimes against humanity including executions, torture, rape, and 

forced displacement committed in the Somali Region as early as 2008. 

Other disturbing reports abound too.  In March 2012, the Liyu Police forces summarily 

executed 10 civilians in Raqda village. Once again, on June 2016 in Jaamac Dubad rural 
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community Liyu Police forces massacred 21 civilians. To this date, no one is held accountable 

for those massacres. In fact, this are only the tip of the iceberg in to the widespread abuses 

that happen every day. 

In a move signaling reforms, thousands of political prisoners were recently released from 

various federal prisons and the Ethiopian government claimed Ma’ekelawi, a notorious 

prison located in Addis Abeba is closed. To the contrary, in Somali Region arrests and abuses 

have intensified. The central prison in Jigjiga (AKA Jail Ogaden) and many others across the 

Region continue to be inhospitable camps of innocent civilians. 

This might come as bizarre, but in Jigjiga, the capital of the Somali regional state and other 

cities and towns in the region, no one is be able to walk freely.  To do so, one is required to 

pass through approximately multiple check points set up with only one purpose-humiliate 

inhabitants and create a climate of fear. Civilians are stopped, searched, and asked to 

produce identification cards. With their brutal policing tactics, security forces who are 

unethical to the core, tirelessly harass, torture and arrest innocent civilians. 

This is contrary to the Ethiopian constitution, which is largely irrelevant in the Somali 

regional state.  Article 14 of the constitution for example guarantees rights to life, security 

and liberty for all.  Article 29 assures the freedom of thought, opinions and expression. 

Article 26 asserts that everyone has the right to privacy. This includes the right not to be 

subjected to searches of homes, person or property, or the seizure of any property under 

one’s personal possession. Ironically, the people in Somali Region do not enjoy that even 

when there is no state of emergency. 

But what is less reported is that harassment of  civilians extends to families, friends and 

relatives of those who dare to openly criticize the regional authorities. In violation of those 

rights, authorities also seize businesses, homes or any other private belongings of people 

who criticize or simply complain about the administration’s policies. It is a common practice 

to see security forces get into the pockets of civilians, take out wallets or mobile phones and 

go through personal belongings as they wish. They can also open  laptops and search files 

without any court warrant. Obviously, the constitution and rule of law was laid to rest in 

Somali Region a long time ago. 
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But the most excruciating experience for ordinary Somalis living in the region is when a 

relative living abroad happens to criticize the administration. Homes and businesses of 

relatives and friends will be seized, and they can be thrown behind prison bars and subjected 

to torture and even extrajudicial killings.  Somalis and others living in the region know that 

is only a glimpse of the entire picture. A look at posts like this may reveal a lot. 

Ongoing protests that are not 

getting enough attention from 

the mainstream media are also 

other windows to look in to the 

rampant abuses the people of 

Somali region are subjected to. 

Why is the Somali Region so problematic?   

Evidently, the Region’s fiasco originate from a host of intermingling dynamics- some internal 

others external. Terrible governance and toxic leadership is the foremost disaster that broke 

apart the Region. The so-called Regional parliament is dysfunctional. Rather than properly 

carrying out their professional duties, the bureaucracy and courts serve as oppression tools. 

Abdi Mahamud’s administration is a replica of his unstable personality. Apart from his lack 

of schooling, the president of the region astute leadership capacity. Similarly, the entire 

administration is not only corrupt and unaccountable but also incompetent and lacking the 

political clout to deliver change.  In view of this, the administration in Jigjiga failed to qualify 

as a regional state.  Instead of recognizing this long standing mismanagement however, the 

federal government simply labels the region as ‘underdeveloped Region’. 

People in the Region rarely lived in bleaker times. For lack of an alternative and indicative of 

despairing mood, ordinary people have adopted a ‘wait and see’ attitude, praying that Abdi 

Mahamud’s patrons in Addis Abeba and those in the military will install another less brutal 

leader than he is. 

On top of Abdi Mahamud’s leadership failure, however, the federal government’s illegal 

meddling into internal political dynamics in the Region have contributed to failed institutions 

that are unable to address citizen’s continued miseries. 
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Way forward 

What is true is that as long as the current approach continues, crafting integrated economic 

and political community founded on the basis of the rule of law will remain impossible. 

Ethiopia’s rebirth and prosperity and Somali Region’s survival for that matter hang on 

creating a climate were respect for human rights, good governance, inclusive and broader 

political economy can thrive. That is why the protesting people of the regional state are 

demanding a 180 degree change in approach. The federal government has no choice but 

facilitate this a change and fast. 

Of such changes, holding the failed administration of Abdi Mahamud and to account for all 

the crimes and abuses inflicted upon poor Ethiopians in Somali Region should be given a 

priority. 

https://addisstandard.com/opinion-lifetime-miseries-in-somali-regional-state-and-the-

need-to-tackle-failed-policies/ 
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Humanitarian standards are not the test for a cessation decision 

In Secretary of State for the Home Department v MA (Somalia) [2018] EWCA Civ 994 the 

Court of Appeal grappled with the thorny question of what issues are relevant when a 

decision-maker is assessing the cessation of refugee status under the Qualification Directive. 

Article 11(1)(e) of the directive states that 

A third country national…shall cease to be a refugee, if he or she… can no longer, because 

the circumstances in connection with which he or she has been recognised as a refugee have 

ceased to exist, continue to refuse to avail himself or herself of the protection of the country 

of nationality. 

Article 11(2) of the Directive provides that the change of circumstances must be “of such a 

significant and non-temporary nature that the refugee’s fear of persecution can no longer 

be regarded as well founded”. 

Cessation of refugee protection for Somali ethnic minority 

MA is a Somali national from Mogadishu who came to the UK and claimed asylum in 2004. 

He was granted refugee status on the basis of his membership of a minority clan (the Reer 

Hamar). 

In 2015, due to MA’s criminality (which was later deemed irrelevant to the cessation issue), 

the Secretary of State made a deportation order and took the decision to cease MA’s refugee 

protection. Relying on MOJ and others (Return to Mogadishu) (CG) [2014] UKUT 442 (IAC), 

she took the view that MA would no longer be at risk of persecution on account of his Reer 

Hamar ethnicity. 

The First-tier Tribunal allowed MA’s appeal on the basis that, if he were to be returned to 

Somalia, it was likely he would have to live in conditions that fell below acceptable 

humanitarian standards and thus cessation could not be justified. The Secretary of State 
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appealed to the Upper Tribunal, which held that there was no error of law in the First-tier 

Tribunal decision. 

Review of the law on cessation decisions 

The Court of Appeal reviewed the UNHCR guidelines on the ceased circumstances clauses, 

as well as the Court of Justice of the European Union decision in joined cases C-175/08, C-

176/08, C-178/08, C0179/08 Abdulla and others v Bundesrepublik Deutschland. 

Lady Justice Arden concluded that: 

A cessation decision is the mirror image of a decision determining refugee status. By that I 

mean that the grounds for cessation do not go beyond verifying whether the grounds for 

recognition of refugee status continue to exist. Thus, the relevant question is whether there 

has been a significant and non-temporary change in circumstances so that the circumstances 

which caused the person to be a refugee have ceased to apply and there is no other basis on 

which he would be held to be a refugee. 

She further stated “there is no necessary reason why refugee status should be continued 

beyond the time when the refugee is subject to the persecution which entitled him to 

refugee status or any other persecution which would result in him being a refugee, or why 

he should be entitled to further protection. There should simply be a requirement for 

symmetry between the grant and cessation of refugee status”. 

The risk that states which were obliged to grant refugee status under international law 

would seek to escape from their obligations too readily was acknowledged, as was the need 

to protect refugees. The court noted that the Qualification Directive does not refer to 

changes in circumstances being “durable” (the phrase used in Refugee Convention 

jurisprudence) but to their being “non-temporary”. The judgment also points out that this 

was interpreted robustly in Abdulla: “the change of circumstances will be of a ‘significant 

and non-temporary’ nature, within the terms of article 11(2) of the Directive, when the 

factors which formed the basis of the refugee’s fear of persecution may be regarded as 

having been permanently eradicated…” 

Humanitarian standards are not in play 
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In relation to the more general human rights and humanitarian issues that MA argued should 

be considered, the Court of Appeal was not persuaded. MA had argued that without 

sufficient judicial protection for human rights, cessation was not appropriate. MA also 

argued (in support of the First-tier Tribunal decision) that the country of origin should ensure 

basic living standards for the returning refugee before cessation could be invoked. 

The court held that, despite references in the directive to ensuring full respect for human 

dignity, that the CJEU in Abdulla did not go down that path. Lady Justice Arden stated very 

clearly that “humanitarian standards are not the test for a cessation decision”. 

It was acknowledged that the UNHCR guidelines appear to go further than the directive and 

the decision in Abdulla. But the court decided that the decision of the CJEU must prevail. 

This led to the following conclusion: 

it must follow from the analysis of the CJEU in Abdulla that the recognising state does not 

have to investigate whether there would be an Article 3 violation if the refugee was returned 

to his country of origin. That would have to be considered, but as an independent matter. 

Ultimately the court remitted MA’s case to the First-tier Tribunal to apply the law correctly. 

A correct and logical decision 

This may initially appear a harsh decision, particularly if one factors in the unhelpful obiter 

comments stating that Article 3 is not normally violated by sending a refugee back to his 

country of origin where there is a risk that his living conditions will fall below humanitarian 

standards. 

On closer analysis, it can be seen as a clearly correct and logical decision. “A cessation 

decision is the mirror image of a decision determining refugee status” is a simple statement 

of the law. More important are the safeguards, such as the emphasis that the factors which 

formed the basis of the refugee’s fear of persecution must be “permanently eradicated”. 

Also, although Article 3 and humanitarian considerations are not part of the cessation 

decision-making process, these are matters which must be considered separately as part of 

any protection or human rights appeal. 
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THE CALL OF THE CLAN: Challenges facing Somalia’s fledgling democracy  

May 11, 2018 By Rasna Warah  

Somaliland’s 2017 elections, which were generally hailed as successful, have prompted some 

to wonder whether the democracy model used in this self-declared independent state could 

be exported to Somalia. With its hybrid system of tri-party democracy and traditional clan-

based governance, Somaliland could, in fact, be held up as an example that could work in 

societies that are deeply divided along clan lines. While clan, tribe, ethnicity, race or religion 

should ideally not form the basis of a democratic state, given the protracted conflict in 

Somalia, there are some elements of the Somaliland model that might just work in Somalia. 

Somaliland has adopted a unique hybrid system of governance, which incorporates 

elements of traditional customary law (known as xeer), Sharia law and modern secular 

institutions, including a parliament, a judiciary, an army and a police force. The Guurti, the 

upper house of Somaliland’s legislature, comprises traditional clan elders, religious leaders 

and ordinary citizens from various professions who are selected by their respective clans. 

The Guurti wields enormous decision-making powers and is considered one of the stabilising 

factors in Somaliland’s inclusive governance model.  

There has been some debate about whether Somaliland’s hybrid governance model, which 

incorporates both customary and Western-style democracy, can be exported to its southern 

neighbour. 

Michael Walls, the author of A Somali Nation-State: History, Culture and Somaliland’s 

Political Transition, has described Somaliland’s governance model as “the first indigenous 

modern African form of government” that fuses traditional forms of organisation with those 

of representative democracy. According to Walls, Somaliland “represents a strong counter-

argument to the preoccupation with state failure and corrective external intervention, while 

also holding out the hope that an accommodation is possible between the discursive politics 

of tradition and a representative system more suited to the Westphalian state.” 
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However, Somaliland’s governance model is far from perfect: the consensual clan-based 

politics has hindered issue-based politics, eroded individual rights and led to the perception 

that some clans, such as the dominant Isaaq clan, are favoured over others. Tensions across 

its eastern border with Puntland also threaten the future stability of this former protectorate 

that opted to became part of Somalia following independence from the British in 1960 and 

then declared independence from Somalia in 1991. 

In addition, because it is still not recognised internationally as a sovereign state, Somaliland 

is denied many of the opportunities that come with statehood. It cannot, for instance, enter 

into bilateral agreements with other countries, get multinational companies to invest there 

or obtain loans from international banks. (Some argue that this lack of official recognition 

may actually be a blessing as Somaliland is spared the arm-twisting and conditionalities of 

donors and international financial institutions, plus the exploitation of its resources by 

predatory foreigners, a phenomenon that has plagued so many African countries.) 

Nonetheless there has been some debate about whether Somaliland’s hybrid governance 

model, which incorporates both customary and Western-style democracy, can be exported 

to its southern neighbour. What type of governance system is most suitable for Somalia, 

which is not just divided along clan/regional lines, but where political/militant Islam and lack 

of functioning secular institutions threaten nation-building? 

The perils of federalism 

Federalism, that is, regional autonomy within a single political system, has been proposed 

by the international community as the most suitable system for Somalia as it caters for deep 

clan divisions by allocating the major clans semi-autonomous regional territories. The 4.5 

formula for federal states proposed by the new constitution, which is based on the four 

largest clan groups (Darod, Hawiye, Dir and Rahanweyne), and (0.5) minorities does 

acknowledge the reality of a clan-based society, but as Somalia’s recent history has shown, 

clan can be, and has been, manipulated for personal gain by politicians. (The 4.5 formula is 

itself contentious as some Somalis claim that the Isaaqs, who are dominant in Somaliland in 

the northwest of the country, are part of the Dir family of clans, while Isaaqs claim that they 

are a separate clan.) 
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As dominant clans seek to gain power in a federated Somalia, there is a danger that the new 

federal states will mimic the dysfunction that has prevailed at the centre, which will lead to 

more competition for territories among rival clans and, therefore, to more conflict. “As new 

lines are drawn on the map, new opportunities for clan, business and political networks to 

capture State resources have emerged,” stated the 2015 UN Monitoring Group Report on 

Somalia. Besides, the various federal states that have emerged in Somalia under the new 

constitution are beginning to look like clan enclaves that are disconnected from the centre, 

and which actually work to undermine the national government in Mogadishu. Fears that 

entrenched clan interests will dominate the future political landscape in Somalia have 

generated heated debates about whether a unitary system is more suited to a country that 

is so divided along clan lines and where minority groups have been denied a say in national 

politics for decades.  

As dominant clans seek to gain power in a federated Somalia, there is a danger that the 

new federal states will mimic the dysfunction that has prevailed at the centre, which will 

lead to more competition for territories among rival clans and, therefore, to more conflict. 

The bitter reality, however, is that the majority of Somalia’s people have not experienced 

the benefits of a functional central or decentralised government for nearly thirty years; the 

concept of a state that provides services and protects the citizens is unknown to the majority 

of the country’s youthful population, especially those in remote areas who are governed by 

customary law or the Sharia. In fact, it has been argued that with its strict codes and control 

over populations through systems of “tax collection” or “protection fees” combined with 

service delivery, Al Shabaab is the only form of “governance” the majority of Somalis have 

known since Somalia collapsed and descended into civil war in 1991. 

This means that even when Amisom forces liberate regions from the clutches of Al Shabaab, 

they essentially leave behind a power vacuum which neither the Federal Government of 

Somalia nor the emerging regional administrations can successfully fill. This has made these 

regions more prone to clan-based conflicts, which area are already apparent in Jubaland, 

where some members of the marginalised Bantu/Wagosha minority group have taken up 

arms in response to what they perceive to be a form of “ethnic cleansing” by both Al Shabaab 

and the new Ogaden-dominated administration of Ahmed Madobe. 
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Moreover, as the Qatar-based Somali scholar Afyare Elmi argues, in a country that suffers 

from a “trust deficit”, and which has experienced dictatorship, people do not want to risk 

having the kind of highly centralised government that was prevalent during Siad Barre’s 

regime. He proposes a “decentralised unitary system”, rather than what he calls the “clan-

federalism” proposed and supported by the international community. In this system, 

sovereignty and constitutional powers would remain within the central government, while 

administrative, political and fiscal powers would devolve to different entities and regions. 

This would lead to a “de-concentration of authority” that is more responsive to local needs. 

(However, to accommodate this governance model, the constitution would need to be 

changed.) 

In 1999, the Somalia expert Matt Bryden predicted that the “building block approach” – first 

proposed in 1998 by the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs – whereby the country would 

be divided into six “local administrative structures”, would eventually “resemble a 

patchwork of semi-autonomous territories defined in whole or in part by clan affiliation”: 

the Isaaq clan would dominate Somaliland in the northwest; the Majerteen in Puntland 

would dominate the northeast; the Jubaland and Gedo regions bordering Kenya would have 

a mixture of clans (though there are now fears that the Ogaden, who are politically 

influential along the Kenya-Somalia border, would eventually control the region); a Hawiye-

dominated polity would dominate central Somalia; the Digil-Mirifle would centre around Bay 

and Bakool; and Mogadishu would remain a cosmopolitan administrative centre. 

The bigger question, which no one has yet been willing to honestly confront is: Why should 

clan determine how Somalia is federated? How can Somalia emerge as a strong and united 

nation if clan forms the basis of state- and institution-building? How can Somalis convincingly 

argue that neighbouring Ethiopia and Kenya are supporting clan-based regional entities 

within Somalia when Somalis themselves implicitly support the creation of these entities 

based on clan domination? How can democracy advance in a country held back by parochial 

clan or individual interests? 

Some analysts argue that the proposed federalism will eventually lead to the balkanization 

of Somalia as clan-based fiefdoms start competing for more resources and territories. Other 

critics, such as the Somali scholar Abdi Samatar, have argued that federalism will lead to 
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“institutionalised discrimination” against minority clans and groups, which would undermine 

national unity, citizenship and meritocracy. 

There is also a concern that the larger (armed) clans could manipulate the system, entrench 

corruption and pursue their elites’ agendas at the expense of the Somali people. One of the 

biggest dangers of an exclusionary political system is that rent-seeking and the grabbing of 

the spoils of war that have dominated Somali politics for decades may be replicated at the 

federal state level. 

A game of musical chairs 

Much of the UN-supported transitional governance period was devoted to drafting a new 

constitution that would set the parameters for statehood and citizenship. However, 

Somalia’s UN-supported constitution-making process faced resistance, even before it was 

adopted in 2012, mainly because it was viewed by many as inconsistent, incoherent and 

difficult to implement. 

Critics have also noted that political leadership in Somalia is like a game of musical chairs; 

ministers who are sacked are often re-appointed in another ministry shortly afterwards, 

which makes the gravy train of corruption harder to track or derail. 

Some say the constitution tries to unsuccessfully merge Sharia laws with democratic 

principles. For instance, the constitution precludes the prospect of religious freedom and 

tolerance in Article 2, which categorically states that “Islam is the religion of the state”, that 

“no religion other than Islam can be propagated in the country” and that “no law can be 

enacted that is not compliant with the general principles and objectives of Shari’ah”. 

(Somalia’s Minister of Constitutional Affairs, Abdurahman Hosh Jibril, told me that the 

insertion of this article in an otherwise secular constitution was a strategy to “buy in” the 

support of Islamic religious institutions, which had to be accommodated if the constitution-

building process was to be a success.) 

Moreover, while the constitution recognises the president as the symbol of ultimate 

government authority, his relationship with his prime minister, who selects the cabinet, is 

not clearly defined. In-fighting in all of Somalia’s transitional and post-transitional 

governments has led to the resignation or removal of several prime ministers and ministers, 

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 47



which has undermined governance. The general high turnover of ministers and public 

officials, both within the transitional and post-transitional governments, has led to other 

problems; with so many different prime ministers and ministers rotating, it is difficult to 

carry out long-term economic development plans or to ensure accountability. This has 

allowed opportunities for corruption. 

Corruption within the government is partly due to the fact that the brief tenures of most 

presidents, prime ministers, ministers and senior government officials encourage them to 

make money through corrupt means in the shortest period of time. They enter public service 

with a “here today, gone tomorrow” attitude, which makes long-term planning difficult, and 

severely diminishes the government’s ability to be transparent about its finances, including 

donor funding. Critics have also noted that political leadership in Somalia is like a game of 

musical chairs; ministers who are sacked are often re-appointed in another ministry shortly 

afterwards, which makes the gravy train of corruption harder to track or derail. 

In addition, unlike Somaliland, Somalia has been unable to hold a one-person-one vote 

election both during its transitional phase (2004-2012) and in its post-transitional period 

since 2012, mainly because the country is not yet equipped to carry out such an election, 

given the countless challenges facing the country, including lack of a voter registration 

system and insecurity. 

Elections in Somalia are also usually marred by vote buying, intimidation and violence. Prior 

to the 2017 election, for example, a Somali official claimed that the more than 14,000 so-

called “Electoral College” delegates who were voting for members of parliament were voting 

for the highest bidder; votes were apparently being bought for between $5000 and $30,000 

each. The election of Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo last year raised hopes that he would 

succeed in eradicating both clannishness and corruption within government, but these 

hopes are increasingly being dashed by in-fighting and myriad other challenges. 

The Italian connection 

Some say that Somalia will take years before it has a functioning government because the 

country has little experience in representative democracy and because recent attempts to 

revive a democratic culture are coming a little too late. Many blame Italy, Somalia’s 
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colonizer, for failing to leave a legacy of functioning governance structures and institutions 

in its Somali colony. 

Some historians believe that Italy’s fascist doctrines of colonial racism, its emphasis on 

prestige (rather than on institution-building) in both the liberal and Fascist eras, and the 

country’s lack of experience in colonial administration led the Italians to adopt anti-

assimilationist policies in their colonies that forestalled the formation of an educated 

labour force that could take over the reins of power once the colonialists left. 

Very little is known about the Italian colonial period in Africa because the Italian government 

restricted access to colonial records for most of the post-Second World War period, which 

led to a widely circulated myth that Italian colonisation of Eritrea in 1890, of Somalia in 1908 

and of Libya in 1912 was much more gentle and inclusive than the colonisation of Africa by 

Britain, France, Belgium or Portugal. 

Some historians believe that Italy’s fascist doctrines of colonial racism, its emphasis on 

prestige (rather than on institution-building) in both the liberal and Fascist eras, and the 

country’s lack of experience in colonial administration, led the Italians to adopt anti-

assimilationist policies in their colonies that forestalled the formation of an educated labour 

force that could take over the reins of power once the colonialists left. 

Italy’s intentions in Somalia were to create a settlers’ colony, which were in sharp contrast 

to Britain’s intentions in Somaliland, which were to protect the vital sea trade routes in the 

Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, and not to settle as such. Thus in the south, “Italians pursued 

a policy of social engineering, including an education system and missionary work intended 

to prepare the territory for Italian settlement”, rather than a policy of “civilising” and training 

the colonised people who could be relied on to provide skilled labour to the colonial project. 

Although many of Italy’s Somali subjects learnt to speak Italian, formal teaching of Italian, 

and indeed all schooling, was very limited, unlike in neighbouring Kenya, also a settlers’ 

colony, where the colonial project was accompanied by – and indeed, propped up by – the 

many missionary and other schools that were set up to educate not just the white settlers’ 

children, but also the “natives”, who were expected to become future colonial 

administrators. 
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Under Benito Mussolini, who ruled Italy from 1922 to 1943, Somalia was governed by a 

fascist colonial government that failed to install democratic structures and institutions that 

would carry the country forward to independence. Italy’s rule over Somalia was also 

disrupted after World War Two when Somalia became a UN-administered trusteeship. After 

Italy lost the Second World War, the Italian colonisers were replaced by a British military 

administration. In 1950, Britain transferred authority over what was known as the Trust 

Territory of Somalia back to Italy. However, because Italy’s colonies in Africa were seized by 

other European powers after the Second World War, they did not undergo a successful 

“decolonisation” process that would entail a smooth transfer of power to local elites and to 

the establishment of institutions that would govern the newly independent states.  

The Siad Barre era and its aftermath 

From 1950 till independence in 1960, there were attempts to “Somali-ise” governance. The 

first municipal elections were held in 1954, where 20 parties competed for 318 seats in 35 

councils; 281 of these seats were held by Somalis, 23 by Arabs, 10 by Italians, 3 by Pakistanis 

and 1 by an Indian. 

However, one decade of democratic governance was not enough to prevent Somalia from 

descending into political turmoil. Somalia’s relatively peaceful and democratic first ten years 

after independence were abruptly disrupted by the assassination of President Abdirashid 

Sharmake in 1969, just two years after he had taken over from the first post-independence 

president, Adan Abdulle Osman (also known as Adan Adde). 

Although Barre’s “Scientific Socialism” experiment is credited with many progressive 

reforms, such as the promotion of women’s rights and the introduction of the Latin script 

for the Somali language, he failed to bring about democracy in Somalia, and is also blamed 

for pitting clans against each other through favouritism, political patronage and the 

persecution of certain clans. 

Barely a week later, Siad Barre gained control over Somalia through a bloodless military 

coup. Barre suspended the constitution, dissolved parliament, banned political parties and 

nationalised the economy. Parliament was replaced by the Supreme Revolutionary Council, 

the ultimate decision-making authority in the country. 
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Although Barre’s “Scientific Socialism” experiment is credited with many progressive 

reforms, such as the promotion of women’s rights and the introduction of the Latin script 

for the Somali language, he failed to bring about democracy in Somalia, and is also blamed 

for pitting clans against each other through favouritism, political patronage and the 

persecution of certain clans. 

In 1977, when Barre ordered his army to invade Ethiopia in a bid to claim the ethnic Somali-

dominated Ogaden region in Ethiopia, Soviet-backed Cuban troops marched in to support 

the Marxist regime of Mengistu Haile Maryam. The Soviet Union, which had been supporting 

Barre militarily until then, quickly switched sides, which proved to be a major blow for 

Barre’s government. (Soviet withdrawal of support to Somalia gave an opportunity to the 

Unites States to play a more influential role in Somali affairs.) 

After losing the Ogaden war, Barre became more hard line and paranoid, and began 

arresting, torturing and killing his opponents, including the Isaaq in Somaliland who 

responded to his repressive tactics by declaring independence from Somalia. By the time he 

was ousted in 1991, the country was fragmented, and no one, not even the Americans, could 

prevent the mayhem and destruction that followed. This set the stage for Barre’s ouster in 

1991 by the United Somali Congress (USC) led by Mohammed Farah Aideed and Ali Mahdi, 

who, depending on who you ask, are seen as either heroes who liberated Somalia from the 

clutches of a dictator, or brutal warlords who unleashed violence and lawlessness in the 

country. 

When a power struggle between Aideed and Mahdi ensued, UN peacekeepers were brought 

in to stabilise the situation, but they too withdrew after American soldiers were killed in the 

infamous “Blackhawk Down” incident in October 1993. Lawlessness and anarchy reigned 

supreme as Somalia returned to what Somali-Canadian commentator Mohamud Uluso calls 

a “precolonial fragmentation”, where clan warfare and predatory competition over scarce 

resources (particularly foreign aid) became the norm and where people sought safety in 

kinship and clan affinity. 

After more than a decade of anarchy and increasing religious extremism, a transitional 

government backed by the United Nations was instituted in 2004. But, as we have seen, even 

it could not deliver the much-needed peace and stability as it proved to be weak and 
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ineffectual. The ouster of the Islamic Courts Union (a conglomeration of Muslim clerics and 

businesspeople who were keen to restore security in Somalia and who sought to replace the 

Transitional Federal Government) by US-backed Ethiopian forces in 2006 made the situation 

worse; its recalcitrant offspring, the terrorist group Al Shabaab, gained control of most of 

southern and central Somalia, making governance difficult, if not impossible. 

Some argue that state-building efforts in Somalia have been hampered by a “pastoral ethos” 

characterised by competition, inter-clan rivalry, disdain for authority (except for traditional 

elders or religious leaders) and a deep mistrust and suspicion of outsiders. In his seminal 

book A Pastoral Democracy, first published in 1961, I.M. Lewis claimed that Somali society 

lacked “judicial, administrative, and political procedures which lie at the western conception 

of government.” While acknowledging the importance of kinship and clan loyalty in the 

political organisation of traditional Somali society, Lewis was pessimistic about whether 

these could deliver Western-style democracy to Somalia. In Somalia’s lineage politics, he 

argued, “the assumption that might is right has overwhelming authority and personal 

rights…even if they are not obtained by force, can only be defended against usurpation by 

force of arms”. Are the current clan-based leaders with their own armed militias a 

manifestation of this thinking, where political power, once obtained, must be secured 

through the threat of violence? 

Critics of this “Somali exceptionalism” thesis argue that Lewis and other Western 

anthropologists fail to recognise that other pastoralist societies have successfully adopted 

modernisation and democratic forms of government and that by blaming pastoralism for 

Somalia’s woes is to assume that Somali society is stagnant and incapable of reinventing 

itself. 

Donors and foreign interests 

One of the challenges facing Somalia, which the international community is reluctant to 

admit, is that any government that is put in place in Mogadishu under the current 

circumstances will remain a puppet government with no real authority and little capacity to 

carry out governance functions or to provide services. Manipulation of Somali politics by 

foreign countries, such as Kenya, Ethiopia and some Arab countries, has hindered the 
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development of a national vision on the way forward and generated suspicion and 

resentment. 

While acknowledging the importance of kinship and clan loyalty in the political 

organisation of traditional Somali society, Lewis was pessimistic about whether these could 

deliver Western-style democracy. 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and increasingly Turkey, have been financially 

supporting various factions and politicians in Somalia for their own political and economic 

interests. (The recent rift between Qatar and its neighours Saudi Arabia and UAE also spilled 

over to Somalia, where President Farmajo was expected to take sides.) It has also been 

claimed that some of these countries have exported religious fundamentalism to Somalia to 

appease radical factions within their own territories. 

Some donors, particularly Turkey, have done a commendable job in rebuilding Somalia’s 

broken infrastructure and institutions. However, overall, donor support to Somalia has had 

a mixed record – much of the donated funds have found their way into individual pockets or 

gone towards supporting the donor countries’ Somalia operations in Nairobi, not in 

reconstructing Somalia. While security is currently being provided by Amisom forces, this 

support is also likely to dwindle in the near future. There is also the issue of vested 

commercial interests of donor countries, such as Britain, that are keen to exploit Somalia’s 

largely untapped oil reserves and the United States, whose “war on terror” has Somalia at 

its epicentre; these interests often play out in the politics of the country. In 1999, Matt 

Bryden wrote that attempts by foreigners to fix Somalia have ranged from the “mediocre” 

to the “disastrous”. Some of these attempts, he said, have been sinister, some benign, others 

simply incompetent, but all have been ultimately unsuccessful. 

Donor-dependency is unlikely to diminish as domestic revenue collection remains a 

challenge. Since the UN-backed transitional government was installed in 2004, no 

transitional or post-transitional Somali government has had a credible revenue collecting 

authority or well-functioning ministries. Most Somalis rely on charities (many of which are 

based in Saudi Arabia, Qatar or the United Arab Emirates) or local entrepreneurs for services 

such as water provision, healthcare and education. Somalia does not even have a national 

curriculum for its schools; donor countries supporting schools introduce their own curricula, 
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which had led to the bizarre situation where Somali children are sitting for exams set in 

Doha, Ankara or Riyadh, not at Somalia’s Ministry of Education. 

Many people within and outside Somalia also prefer to maintain the status quo because 

they profit from protracted conflict, informality and the absence of regulations. A strong 

and well-governed state with in-built checks and balances would threaten their business 

and personal interests. 

Oil discoveries have made these foreign interventions more complicated in recent years. 

There is widespread suspicion that oil looms large in Britain’s dealings with the Somali 

government, and that the former may be willing to overlook corruption and bad governance 

in the latter in order to preserve its economic interests. Somaliland and the semi-

autonomous Puntland, have already been granting licences to oil companies. Competition 

over an oil block that stretches across Somaliland and Puntland has increased tensions in 

these regions. In the absence of agreed-upon legal frameworks, the oil factor is likely to be 

a source of conflict in Somalia’s oil-producing regions in the near future. 

While it is becoming increasingly apparent that foreign interests are to blame for much of 

the mayhem in Somalia, laying the bulk of the blame on foreigners is unfair and insincere. If 

the Somali government had used foreign aid and its vast natural resources to rebuild the 

country and taken it to the next level, Somalia might have emerged from the ashes. 

Many people within and outside Somalia also prefer to maintain the status quo because they 

profit from protracted conflict, informality and the absence of regulations. A strong and well-

governed state with in-built checks and balances would threaten their business and personal 

interests. 

What’s worse, none of Somalia’s notorious warlords and corrupt politicians have been made 

to account for the atrocities and plunder that they carried out. No national or international 

institution has charged them with any crime. The International Criminal Court, which has 

vigorously pursued suspects in other African countries, is mute about the crimes against 

humanity that have been occurring in Somalia for the last three decades. Its silence lends 

credence to the assertion that the ICC is only interested in selective justice. 
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Ultimately, the Somali people themselves have to fight for the government they desire. 

Having experienced only nine years of peaceful democracy from 1960-1969, maybe it is too 

much to ask Somalia to be fully fledged functioning nation when it barely has the institutions 

or the resources to run a government, and where clan rivalries and fiefdoms have 

entrenched a culture of “winner takes all”. 

Islam could have been a unifying factor in Somalia, but it is unlikely that an entity like the 

Islamic Courts Union will be allowed to take root again, especially because it would be 

associated with Al Shabaab (which is generally loathed by the majority of the country’s 

citizens who blame the group for carrying out attacks that have resulted in the death of 

hundreds of innocent Somalis in Mogadishu and other places) and also because the United 

States and its allies will not allow it. 

Is the current Western- and internationally-supported political dispensation that is emerging 

from nearly five decades of dictatorship and anarchy a “fake democracy”? Can Somalia be 

salvaged through more home-grown solutions, like the ones in Somaliland, which has 

managed to deliver relative peace and stability to its citizens for almost 30 years? These are 

the million-dollar questions no one has been able to answer adequately.  

https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-

somalias-fledgling-democracy/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 55

https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/
https://www.theelephant.info/features/2018/05/11/the-call-of-the-clan-challenges-facing-somalias-fledgling-democracy/


IOM CCCM SOMALIA 

MOVEMENT TREND TRACKING 
BAIDOA         20 - 26 April 2018 

 
 
KEY MESSAGES 

 For the 4th week in a row, the number of people exiting the IDP sites 
increased, this week reaching 295 — the most recorded in a single week 
since August 2017. 
 

 In contrast, the number of new entries dropped this week from 92 last 
week to 60 this week. The low numbers of entries into Baidoa can be 
attributed to the onset of the Gu rainy season in the region, which makes 
major roads into the town relatively impassable. 
 

 A few of the new arrivals entering Baidoa reported to be fleeing from 
ongoing inter-clan clashes that erupted on the outskirts of Baidoa last 
week. 
 

 On the other hand, the rains prompted high numbers of IDPs to exit the 
IDP sites and return to their farms to cultivate. These families were able to 
move on the roads, because they were traveling mostly short distances to 
the neighboring District of Burhakaba and the outskirts of Baidoa by 
donkey carts, which are able to move despite the rainy conditions. 
 

 As for the 60 IDPs who entered Baidoa this week, they cited insecurity 
(72%) and food (28%), as the key driving factors for displacement into the 
IDP sites in Baidoa. All of the new arrivals came from within the District of 
Baidoa. They were heading to the IDP sites of Bohol Bashir (62%), 
Matalamin (23%), and Hanaano 2 (15%) 
 

 All of the exits this week said that they were leaving to manage their farms, since the Gu seasonal rains had begun. 45% of those 
exiting were from Buula Ciir site, 18% from Aliyow Maraley, 15% from Mora Gabey, 11% from Boodan and the remainder 11% 
exiting from the IDP site of Fanoole. All were returning to Baidoa District of Bay region, and all of the families said they intend to 
return back to the IDP sites in Baidoa. 
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METHODOLOGY 
Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) is a movement 
monitoring exercise that tracks people who are 
moving in or out of sites on a semi-permanent or 
permanent basis. MTT aims to gauge the pulse of 
movements in and out of sites in Baidoa. 
 
MTT figures should not be considered official updates 
to the population figures of the sites. Rather, the data 
represents the intentions of IDPs and points towards 
general trends in their movements. 
 
In Baidoa, IOM enumerators are positioned at the 3 
main checkpoints in and out of town (shown on the 
map on the right) from 6:30am until 5:30pm, 7 days a 
week. 
 
From these checkpoints, the teams identify people 
who are moving in or out of Baidoa with luggage. 
Interviews are done with the individual or the head of 
household. 
 
 

MTT aims to complement existing information management products on displacements and movements in Baidoa, by providing 
site level specific data on population movements on a regular basis, to assist agencies operating in sites and settlements with 
key information on: demographics of movement, area of origin, area of return/onward movement, reasons for movement and 
movement trends over time. 
 
 

 
 

MTT checkpoints around Baidoa 

town 

IOM MTT enumerators identify IDP exiting from the IDP sites and conduct interviews with the heads of household.  
Photo credit IOM. 
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IOM CCCM SOMALIA 

MOVEMENT TREND TRACKING 
BAIDOA         27 April - 3 May 2018 

 
KEY MESSAGES 

 Due to inter-clan clashes that erupted in the outskirts of Baidoa, 
mainly triggered by conflicts between clans for grazing land, a 
total of 56 Individuals fled for safety into the in Baidoa IDP sites. 
All stated that their reasons for entry was because of insecurity. 

 Despite these conflict-related displacements, this marks the 
fourth straight week that the number of new arrivals into Baidoa 
is below 100.  This mainly attributed to the onset of the Gu rainy 
season in the region and the greater Somalia, which makes major 
roads into the town impassable.  

 All of the new arrivals came from villages on the outskirts of 
Baidoa District. They were all heading to Buul Sheeb 1 IDP site. 

 The exits recorded this week were 309 individuals, marking the 
sixth week in a row that the number of exits have increased. This 
is because the on-going rains prompted high numbers of IDPs to 
exits the IDP sites to return to their farms to cultivate. These 
families were able to move on the roads, because they were 
traveling mostly short distances in the outskirts of Baidoa despite 
the rainy conditions. 

 All of the exits this week said that they were leaving to manage their farms, since the Gu seasonal rains had begun. 25% of 
those exiting were from Mogor iyo Maayow 2, 25% from Doolow site, 15% from Eesow, 9% from Buula Ciir, 8% from Bohol 
Bashir, 8% feom Mora Gabey, 5% from Boodan and the remainder 5% exiting from the IDP site of Buula Cadey. All were 
returning to Baidoa District, and all of the families said they intend to return back to the IDP sites in the future. 
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Entries and Exits at Baidoa MTT Checkpoints Entries Exits

MTT enumerator interviews IDPs arriving in Baidoa last 
week. Photo credit IOM. 
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METHODOLOGY 
Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) is a movement 
monitoring exercise that tracks people who are 
moving in or out of sites on a semi-permanent or 
permanent basis. MTT aims to gauge the pulse of 
movements in and out of sites in Baidoa. 
 
MTT figures should not be considered official 
updates to the population figures of the sites. 
Rather, the data represents the intentions of IDPs 
and points towards general trends in their 
movements. 
 
In Baidoa, IOM enumerators are positioned at the 3 
main checkpoints in and out of town (shown on the 
map on the right) from 6:30am until 5:30pm, 7 days 
a week. 
 
From these checkpoints, the teams identify people 
who are moving in or out of Baidoa with luggage. 
Interviews are done with the individual or the head 
of household. 
 
 

MTT aims to complement existing information management products on displacements and movements in Baidoa, by providing 
site level specific data on population movements on a regular basis, to assist agencies operating in sites and settlements with 
key information on: demographics of movement, area of origin, area of return/onward movement, reasons for movement and 
movement trends over time. 
 
 

 

MTT checkpoints around Baidoa 

town 

IOM MTT enumerators identify IDPs exiting from the IDP sites and conduct interviews with the heads of household.  Photo credit IOM. 
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IOM CCCM SOMALIA  

MOVEMENT TREND TRACKING 
               DOLOW                 20 - 26 April 2018 

  

KEY MESSAGES  

• This week a total of 2 entries and 11 exits 
were recorded in Qansaxley IDP camp. 
The 11 people leaving the sites represent 
the highest number of exits recorded in a 
single week since mid-January. 
 

• The one new family that arrived this 
week cited lack of food as their reason 
for displacement (100%).  They came 
from Koobe refugee camp in Ethiopia and 
went to Qansaxley IDP site.  

 
• Two of the households exiting from 

Qansaxley camp cited managing farm as 
their reason for leaving, and the other 
two households cited rejoining family as 
their reason. The four households were 
all heading to Belet Xaawo of Gedo 
Region. 

 
• No movements were recorded in or out of Kabasa site. Kabasa has been closed to new arrivals since October 

2017 because of lack of space for new plots, all entries were directed to Qansaxley IDP camp. 
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Entries and Exits at Dolow MTT Checkpoints Entries Exits

MTT enumerators interviewing new arrivals in Qansaxley site 
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METHODOLOGY  

Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) is a movement monitoring exercise that tracks people who are moving in or out of 
sites on a semi-permanent or permanent basis. MTT aims to gauge the pulse of movements in and out of sites in 
Dolow.   
  
MTT figures should not be considered official updates to the population figures of the sites. Rather, the data 
represents the intentions of IDPs and points towards general trends in their movements.  
  
In Dolow, IOM enumerators are positioned at the 2 main IDP sites, Kabasa and Qansaxlay, 7 days a week from 
sunrise to sunset. The teams identify people who are moving in or out of the sites with luggage. Interviews are done 
with the individual or the head of household.  
  
MTT aims to complement existing information management products on displacements and movements in Dolow, 
by providing site level specific data on population movements on a regular basis, to assist agencies operating in sites 
and settlements with key information on: demographics of movement, area of origin, area of return/onward 
movement, reasons for movement and movement trends over time.  
 

 

 

Locations of MTT checkpoints in Dolow IDP sites 
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IOM CCCM SOMALIA  

MOVEMENT TREND TRACKING 
               DOLOW                 27 April - 3 May 2018 

  

KEY MESSAGES  

• A total of 7 entries compared to 3 exits were recorded in 
Dolow IDP camps during the reporting period. There have 
been below-average numbers of movements in and out of 
Dolow IDP sites ever since the Gu raining season started four 
weeks ago. 

 
• All of the new arrivals came from refugee camps across the 

border in Ethiopia. Most cited lack of food as their reason for 
displacement (67%), and the remaining were rejoining 
families (33%). 
 

• All of the new arrivals last week went to Qansaxley site. 
Kabasa has been officially closed to new arrivals since 
October 2017. 

 
• The one family who exited from Kabasa cited managing their 

farm as their reason for exit. They were heading to Baidoa 
District in Bay Region. 
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Entries and Exits at Dolow MTT Checkpoints Entries Exits

MTT enumerator records IDPs arriving in Dolow last 
week. Photo credit IOM. 
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METHODOLOGY  

Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) is a movement monitoring exercise that tracks people who are moving in or out of 
sites on a semi-permanent or permanent basis. MTT aims to gauge the pulse of movements in and out of sites in 
Dolow.   
  
MTT figures should not be considered official updates to the population figures of the sites. Rather, the data 
represents the intentions of IDPs and points towards general trends in their movements.  
  
In Dolow, IOM enumerators are positioned at the 2 main IDP sites, Kabasa and Qansaxlay, 7 days a week from 
sunrise to sunset. The teams identify people who are moving in or out of the sites with luggage. Interviews are done 
with the individual or the head of household.  
  
MTT aims to complement existing information management products on displacements and movements in Dolow, 
by providing site level specific data on population movements on a regular basis, to assist agencies operating in sites 
and settlements with key information on: demographics of movement, area of origin, area of return/onward 
movement, reasons for movement and movement trends over time.  
 

 

 

Locations of MTT checkpoints in Dolow IDP sites 
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IOM CCCM SOMALIA 

MOVEMENT TREND TRACKING 
  KISMAYO        20 – 26 April 2018 

 
 KEY MESSAGES 

 This week marks the fewest entries (194) and the most exits 
(52) ever recorded since MTT began collecting data in 
Kismayo 3 months ago. 
 

 The low entries and high exits can be attributed to the 
onset of the Gu rainy season, causing many families to 
return to their seasonal farms for cultivation. In fact, 100% 
of exits this week cited managing their farms as their reason 

for leaving the IDP sites. 
 

 The majority of the new arrivals said that their reason for 
displacement into the IDP sites was due to lack of food 
(38%). In addition, 24% cited insecurity, 21% cited health, 
and 12% cited education as their reason for displacement. 

 

 This week most of the new arrivals came from Kismayo 
(50%) District, with the remainder coming from Jamaame 
(15%), Jilib (12%), Afmadow (9%), Buale (9%) Badhaade (6%) 
and a few others. Most of these new arrivals were heading 
to IDP sites in the Fanole Section (29%), Galbet Section (26%) 
and Dalxiska section (24%) The remainder went to Central 
Section (18%).  
 

 Out of the 11 families exiting the IDP sites, 9 of them were 
leaving sites in the Dalxiska Section and 2 left Galbet 
Section. After leaving the sites, these IDPs indicated that they were heading to the districts of Buale (27%), Jilib (27%) and 
Kismayo (18%) the reminder come from Badhaade (9%), Jamaame (9%) and Afmadow (9%). The main reason for return was 
management of farms because of the raining season starting in their homestead and they were leaving the camps in order 
to prepare and cultivate their seasonal farms. 
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Entries and Exits at Kismayo MTT Checkpoints Entries Exits

MTT enumerator interviews IDPs arriving in Kismayo last 
week. Photo credit IOM. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) is a movement monitoring exercise that tracks people who are moving in or out of sites on a 
semi-permanent or permanent basis. In Kismayo, MTT aims to gauge the pulse of movements in and out of the 145 IDP sites in 
the town.  
 
MTT figures should not be considered official updates to the population figures of the sites. Rather, the data represents the 
intentions of IDPs and points towards general trends in their movements. 
 
In Kismayo, IOM enumerators are positioned at the 2 main checkpoints in and out of town from 6:30am until 5:30pm, 7 days a 
week. From these checkpoints, the teams identify people who are moving in or out of Kismayo with luggage. Interviews are 
done with the individual or the head of household. 
 
MTT aims to complement existing information management products on displacements and movements in Kismayo, by 
providing site level specific data on population movements on a regular basis, to assist agencies operating in sites and 
settlements with key information on: demographics of movement, area of origin, area of return/onward movement, reasons for 
movement and movement trends over time. 

 

 

 
 

MTT checkpoints around Kismayo town 
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IOM CCCM SOMALIA 

MOVEMENT TREND TRACKING 
  KISMAYO         27 April - 3 May 2018 

 
 KEY MESSAGES 

 This week marks the fewest entries (192) and the 
most exits (75) ever recorded since MTT began 
collecting data in Kismayo. 
 

 The low entries and high exits can be attributed to 
the onset of the Gu rainy season, causing many 
families to return to their seasonal farms for 
cultivation. In fact, 100% of exits this week cited 
managing their farms as their reason for leaving 
the IDP sites. 
 

 The majority of the new arrivals said that their 
reason for displacement into the IDP sites was due 
to lack of food (33%). In addition, (28%) cited 
insecurity, (24%) cited health, and (9%) cited 
education as their reason for displacement. 
 

 This week most of the new arrivals came from Kismayo District (70%), with the remainder coming from Jilib (12%), Buale 
(12%), Jamaame (6%) and a few others. Most of these new arrivals were heading to IDP sites in the Dalxiska Section (45%) 
Galbeet Section (33%), and the remainder went to Fanole Section (12%). 
 

 Out of the 19 families exiting the IDP sites, 8 of them were leaving sites in the Dalxiska Section, 5 left Galbet Section, 3 left 
Fanole section and 3 left central section. After leaving the sites, these IDPs indicated that they were heading to the districts 
of Kismayo (26%), Buale (26%) and Jilib (24%) the reminder come from Badhaade (11%) and Afmadow (11%). 
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Entries and Exits at Kismayo MTT Checkpoints Entries Exits

MTT enumerator records IDPs arriving in Kismayo last week. 
Photo credit IOM. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Movement Trend Tracking (MTT) is a movement monitoring exercise that tracks people who are moving in or out of sites on a 
semi-permanent or permanent basis. In Kismayo, MTT aims to gauge the pulse of movements in and out of the 145 IDP sites in 
the town.  
 
MTT figures should not be considered official updates to the population figures of the sites. Rather, the data represents the 
intentions of IDPs and points towards general trends in their movements. 
 
In Kismayo, IOM enumerators are positioned at the 2 main checkpoints in and out of town from 6:30am until 5:30pm, 7 days a 
week. From these checkpoints, the teams identify people who are moving in or out of Kismayo with luggage. Interviews are 
done with the individual or the head of household. 
 
MTT aims to complement existing information management products on displacements and movements in Kismayo, by 
providing site level specific data on population movements on a regular basis, to assist agencies operating in sites and 
settlements with key information on: demographics of movement, area of origin, area of return/onward movement, reasons for 
movement and movement trends over time. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                   MTT checkpoints around Kismayo town 
 

MTT checkpoints around Kismayo town 
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