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EUTM-S commander awarded Amisom medal for distinguished service  

Amisom chief Francisco Madeira (L) 

awarded EUTM-S Force Commander BG 

Pietro ADDIS medal of honour for his 

service in the Horn of Africa. Photo: 

EUTM-S 

May 13, 2018 - European Union 

Training Mission – Somalia Mission 

Force Commander BG Pietro ADDIS, 

has been awarded with the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) medal for 

distinguished service in the Horn of Africa. 

Amisom head Francisco Madeira acknowledged Gen. Addis’ dedicated service in Somalia as 

EUTM-S Mission Force Commander since 1st for July 2017. In his remarks, Ambassador 

Madeira acknowledged the Italian officer for the European Union’s commitment in the 

country and for ensuring peace and stability in Somalia through the training and the advisory 

of the Somali National Army. 

The EUTM-S Political Advisor Jean Michelle Dartaguiette was similarly awarded for his strong 

commitment. 

Since 2010, EUTM – Somalia plays an essential role in the reform and enhancement of the 

capacity of Somali’s security institutions, providing military advice at the political and 

strategic levels to Somali authorities within the security institutions, and supporting the 

build-up of a sustainable Somali-owned military training system with a new training concept 

and training and advising in the Sector Headquarters. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/eutm-s-commander-awarded-amisom-medal-for-

distinguished-service/  
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AU envoy honours EU officers for distinguished service in Somalia 

May 13, 2018 - The Special 

Representative of the Chairperson of the 

African Union Commission (SRCC) for 

Somalia Ambassador Francisco Madeira 

yesterday awarded medals of recognition 

to two senior European Union officers for 

their distinguished service in Somalia. 

The two officers, who have completed their tour of duty, are Brigadier General, Pietro Addis, 

the outgoing Head of the European Union Training Mission (EUTM) in Somalia and Political 

Advisor, Jean Michelle Detarguiette. Ambassador Madeira thanked the officers for their 

contribution to the AU Mission and wished them well in their next assignments. The SRCC 

underscored the special relationship that exists between the EU and AMISOM, adding that 

the 28-member trade bloc has been a strong supporter of Somalia’s stabilization process. 

“The certificate of recognition is for the good work you have done for AMISOM and for the 

Somalis,” he said. The career soldier who was deployed to head the EUTM in Mogadishu on 

July 1, 2017, thanked Ambassador Madeira for the cordial relationship the EU and AMISOM 

have enjoyed under his leadership. “We greatly benefited from your support and we thank 

you very much as a family,” said Brigadier General Addis. Mr. Detarguiette echoed his 

colleague’s remarks, saying AMISOM personnel had made major sacrifices to ensure peace 

and security is restored in Somalia. European Union is one of AMISOM’s major donors with 

more than 1.5 billion euros allocated over the past 10 years through the African Peace 

Facility (APF) 

http://radioshabelle.com/au-envoy-honours-eu-officers-for-distinguished-service-in-

somalia/  
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President of Somalia arrives in Doha today 

May 13 2018 - Somalian President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo will arrive in Doha today for 

an official visit to Qatar. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani will meet 

him tomorrow at the Amiri Diwan to discuss bilateral relations and prospects for their 

development in addition to a number of issues of common concern. 

QATAR | Diplomacy: Amir sends message to Sudanese president 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent yesterday a written message 

to Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, pertaining to bilateral relations and means to 

support and develop them. Qatar’s ambassador to Sudan, Rashid bin Abdulrahman al-

Nuaimi, delivered the message in Khartoum during a meeting with Sudan’s Acting Foreign 

Minister Mohamed Abdalla Idris. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/592536/President-of-Somalia-arrives-in-Doha-today 

Somali president arrives in Doha 

May 14 2018 - The Minister of Transport and 

Communications, Jassim Seif Ahmed al-Sulaiti, 

welcomes President of the Federal Republic of 

Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo on an 

official visit to the State of Qatar at Hamad 

International Airport yesterday. Qatar’s 

ambassador to Somalia Hassan bin Hamza Asad Hashim and Charge’ d’Affairs in the Somali 

embassy in Doha Mukhtar Ali Yusuf joined the minister in greeting the Somali president and 

his accompanying delegation. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/592638/Somali-president-arrives-in-Doha 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-farmajo-begins-qatar-visit-

amid-dispute-with-uae 
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Qatar and Somalia...common interests and aspirations 

May 13 2018  

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-

Thani with Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi 

Farmajo in Doha in this 26 May 2017 file picture. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 

al-Thani today meets the visiting Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo to discuss 

the distinguished fraternal relations between the two brotherly countries besides Arab and 

international issues of common concern. This is the Somali president’s second official visit 

to Qatar within a year. The meeting between His Highness the Amir and the Somali president 

is the third in less than a year. The two leaders met on the sidelines of the OIC summit in 

Istanbul last December. They also met during an official visit to Doha by President Farmajo 

in May 2017. The visit is particularly important in its timing and the topics to be discussed 

during the talks between the Qatari and Somali sides. The visit comes at a time when almost 

one year has passed since the unjust siege was imposed on Qatar. Developments and events 

as well as this visit and other visits of many leaders and presidents to the country proved the 

failure of the siege in isolating Qatar from its regional environment and strategic depth. It 

further proves the failure of its parties in convincing others to support, join or partake in the 

siege, which confirms the credibility of the Qatari position, and the success of the wise policy 

of His Highness the Amir and Qatari diplomacy in refuting the lies and fabrications repeated 

by the siege countries in various forums. The visit is also important because of the nature of 

the topics to be covered by the Qatari-Somali talks, which are expected to address the most 

important current Arab and international issues in light of the escalating international and 

regional crises and the economic and security challenges in Somalia, as well as the risks to 

security and stability in the Red Sea and Horn of Africa. The visit comes almost a year after 

the election of President Farmajo as Somalia’s new president in February last year. President 

Farmajo succeeded in leading his country towards stability, development and rehabilitation 
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of state institutions. In co-operation with the members of his Government, President 

Farmajo has made major changes as well as many great and unprecedented achievements 

to restore state’s authority and realise the aspirations of the Somali people in various fields. 

There is no doubt that the visit will be an occasion to review the progress achieved by the 

Somali government in the process of construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation in 

addition to its needs to continue and complete this process in the coming stages. The 

relations between Qatar and Somalia have been strong for many years. These relations have 

been and shall continue to enjoy the full support of the leaders of the two countries in their 

keenness to develop bilateral co-operation in the trade, economic, investment, culture and 

other fields. The talks between the Qatari and Somali sides are expected to discuss ways and 

means to strengthen these relations to serve the interests of both countries and peoples 

and their common aspirations for a bright and prosperous future. Qatar plays an important 

role in supporting and implementing many vital projects in Somalia. In this context, Doha 

has always associated its statements with deeds as testified by senior officials of Somalia. 

Qatar supported the Somali brothers in all stages of their ordeal, and supported, with all 

material and moral means, the steps of Somalia on the path of national reconciliation, the 

reconstruction of the country and the rehabilitation of State institutions. Qatar is working 

intensively to strengthen relations with Somalia through the exchange of official visits 

between the two countries at all levels; signing economic agreements between the two 

countries; opening the Qatari markets for Somali products; visits by visiting delegations from 

various investment sectors to study investment opportunities in Somalia; co-operation in 

the fields of education and health and holding cultural events between the two countries in 

addition to participation in relief and development projects and reconstruction of public 

facilities in Somalia. In November 2017, Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD) signed a 

partnership agreement with the Somali government aimed at strengthening its efforts in the 

area of stability and economic development. QFFD pledged to support the Somali economy 

through a $200mn package of projects in the areas of infrastructure, education, economic 

empowerment and the re-establishment of state offices and institutions. The agreement 

provided for the implementation of several development projects, including the 

construction of the 90km Mogadishu-Jawhar road and the 30km Mogadishu-Afgoye road in 

addition to the rehabilitation of the Somali Government’s headquarters, rehabilitation of 

the building of Somalia’s Ministry of Planning, Investment and Economic Development, 

rehabilitation of the building of the Mogadishu Municipality, rehabilitation and construction 
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of the Diplomatic Institute building in addition to Silatech Foundation’s support to 

unemployed Somali youth through vocational and technical training projects in various 

Somali states. The projects also include a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to support 

education programmes in Somalia between the QFFD and the Education Above All 

Foundation. This MoU is part of Qatar’s commitment to Somali government and people. It 

is a continuation of a series of development projects between the two countries covering 

several developmental, humanitarian, charitable and cultural fields in all regions of Somalia. 

Somalia has extensive investment opportunities in the livestock, agriculture, mining, sugar 

and salt sectors, as well as fisheries, which are important economic sectors because of 

Somalia’s long coastlines on the Indian Ocean. Somalia’s most important wealth and exports 

are agricultural products, livestock, fisheries, coal, uranium, some minerals, salt and natural 

gas. It also has some oil reserves. There are existing industries in Somalia such plastics, fish 

canning, meat processing and sugar. Among the most important imports are industrial and 

petroleum products, foodstuffs, medicines, building materials, cars, light and heavy 

equipment, electrical and electronic appliances, household appliances and clothing. 

Although the federal government is doing great efforts to improve the economy, the 

economic situation in Somalia remains fragile. However, the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) believes that Somalia has made great progress in recent years. IMF stresses that 

international support will be vital in the reconstruction of institutions and restoring normal 

life It is noted that there has been a rise in the growth of the Somali economy during the 

past two years after the entry of Turkish companies and investments, especially in the 

management and operation of Adam Uday International Airport in Mogadishu and the 

management and operation of the port of Mogadishu. Through established constants and 

Qatari commitments to support of brothers and friends, it is possible to say that President 

Farmajo’s visit to the country will be an opportunity to explore the horizons of co-operation 

between the two countries in various fields. It will also be an occasion to renew Qatar’s 

commitment to supporting the Somali people and government and to continue to provide 

material, humanitarian and development assistance and support for the establishment of a 

stable State and sustainable development that will enable Somalis to live in security, peace 

and prosperity. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/592621/Qatar-and-Somalia-common-interests-and-

aspirations  
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https://www.somalispot.com/threads/qatar-summon-their-puppet-mohamed-abdullahi-

mohamed-to-doha.42040/ 
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Al-Raya Underlines Strong Relations between Qatar and Somalia 

Doha, May 13 (QNA) - Qatari newspaper, Al-Raya, highlighted in its editorial Sunday the visit 

of HE President of the Federal Republic of Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo, who will 

arrive in Doha today to hold talks with HH the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. 

The Qatari daily underlined the importance of the visit in light of its timing and the issues to 

be discussed, especially that it is the second visit within a year and comes in the course of 

the growing relations between the two countries. 

Al-Raya noted that HE the Somali President has succeeded to lead his country towards 

stability and development, and to rehabilitate the state institutions, and achieved great and 

unprecedented achievements to restore the authority of the state and fulfil the aspirations 

of the Somali people in various fields. 

Al-Raya praised the deep-rooted and distinct relations between Qatar and Somalia, which 

reflect the keenness of both countries leaderships on developing the mutual cooperation in 

all trade, economic, investment and cultural fields. 

Meanwhile, Al-Raya highlighted Qatar's important role in supporting Somalia through the 

implementation of many vital projects in order to contribute to the country's development 

and stability, referring to the tribute made by senior Somali officials to Qatar's support and 

contributions. 

Concluding, the paper underlined that the failure of the siege countries to convince others 

to join them in their schemes confirms the credibility of the Qatari position, and the success 

of the wise policy of HH the Amir and the Qatari diplomacy in refuting the lies and 

fabrications of the siege countries. (QNA) 

http://www.oananews.org/content/news/general/al-raya-underlines-strong-relations-

between-qatar-and-somalia  
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THE RISE OF QATAR CONTROLLED RADICAL ISLAMIST GOVERNMENT IN 

SOMALIA 

May 12, 2018  

By Ahmed Ibrahim, Ph.D 

Not long ago, stability and security 

in Somalia seemed possible. 

However, the Somali Government 

growing ties with Qatar, a country 

many consider as a state sponsor 

of radical Islamist has shattered any hope of Somalia achieving peace and security. Today, 

there is a growing concern that Qatar’s influence and control over the government 

supported by proxy allies Al-Islah, the Muslim Brotherhood in Somalia and Al-Itisam, a 

radical Salafi with strong ties to Al-Qa’ida as well as Al-Shabaab is establishing Islamist radical 

government that directly poses significant threat security and stability of Somalia and the 

region. 

A year ago, Somalia finally had a new national government that promised it would lift the 

people out of the predicament, positive relations with the country’s Federal Member States, 

clans and sub-clans and International Community. But President Mohamed Abdullahi 

Farmaajo, and Prime Minister Hassan Ali Kheyre have squandered the opportunity, by 

building a dangerous alliance with Fahad Yasin, who is making Somalia a subservient to 

Qatar, making them most internally and externally isolated Somali government. 

According to experts, Farmaajo was not expecting to win the 2017 election and thus he was 

not prepared to lead and govern. He had a vague program, and lacked the leadershp, 

experience and decisiveness in decision making as statesman. The tumultuous pace after the 

election left little time for Farmaajo to build a solid government for Somalia. Instead, 
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Farmaajo relied on Fahad- Itisam and the Muslim Brotherhood machine, a secretive 

organization that relies on loyal members to shape his government and is financed by Qatar. 

Qatar’s Support to Somalia-based Radical Islamist  

Qatar has long played a disruptive role in Somalia, providing financial and material support 

to radical Islamist  groups, hoping to expand Salafist Takfiri ideology and the Muslim 

Brotherhood influence to Somalia and the region. Qatar has cultivated radical groups as 

proxies. It has augmented Somalia’s instability by providing intelligence, weapons, and 

protection to radical Islamist. 

But years of pressure have failed to induce Doha to change. Qatar through Fahad seeks to 

create an unstable Somalia that becomes a safe-haven for tradical groups and a dangerous 

playground for outside powers. Qatar and its proxy allies are betting that Islamist elements 

in the Farmaajo – Kheyre government will in the long run gain and maintain power or have 

significant influence in Somalia for the foreseeable future. 

Many were glad that for the first time since the collapse of the Siyad Barre regime, a Somali 

government had went against an Arab State. Many Somalis resent the Gulf States because 

of perceived interference in internal Somalia affairs. Qatari media led by Al Jazeera as well 

as paid Somali news websites played crucial role in establishing narratives and messages that 

painted UAE in a negative light and the government in a positive light. Qatari controlled Bots 

and trolls managed by Al-Jazeera spun the conflict, according to reports. 

An Atlantic Council’s article –Somalia Continuing Crisis Worsens with UAE Dispute, states  ” 

from the point of view of the United States and other allies, more worrisome, is that the FGS 

has apparently taken sides. Moreover, Mogadishu’s choice appears to be driven, in some 

measure, by a cabal within the already-fragile regime with a clear Islamist agenda”. 

The issues is not whether the Somali government had a legitimate right to confront UAE, but 

the role Qatar, and its media as well as paid Somalia media played in manipulating the Somali 

citizens. Qatar pays Somali online media sites as well as television stations that are playing 

an important role on defining political disputes, propagating propaganda and targeting 

opposition figures and foreign governments as well as Somali regional presidents. According 

to credible sources, and many analysis including my own, since the elections, the paid Somali 
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media had 90% positive coverage of Farmaajo – Kheyre government and only 4% positive 

coverage of opposition to the government. 

In the wake of Somalia seizure of nearly $10 million, Qatar and Al-Jazeera trolls and bots 

grabbed the attention of Somalia social media sites, provoking emotions, and spreading 

propaganda, according to western intelligence sources. Qatar intelligence and Al-Jazeera 

paid fake news spread like wild fire in the Somalia media. U.S. troll and bot-tracking sites 

reported increase anti-UAE fake news on Facebook and twitter from sites affiliated with 

Qatari Intelligence and Al Jazeera political propaganda bots and twitter accounts, as part of 

Qatar’s paid Somalia influencing campaign. 

On March 20, 2018, Qatar appointed an Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador to 

the Federal Republic of Somalia to safeguard its interest in the war torn country. During the 

crisis, Fahad and Kheyre routinely interact with Senior Qatari Intelligence Officer to 

coordinate campaigns against UAE, according to credible sources. Since October, the Qatari 

Intelligence Officers had direct access to Villa Somalia, pushing the government to abandon 

the neutral position in the Gulf crisis. In return, Qatar promised to significant financial 

support. 

What is clear in the current Somalia – UAE conflict was manufactured by Qatari Intelligence 

and executed by Kheyre and Fahad serving their masters in Doha. Despite Farmaajo claims 

of neutrality, Fahad and Kheyre have decided long ago to hitch their wagon to Qatari masters 

and proxy allies, risking the future of Somalia. Fahad in conversations with Qatar offered to 

further escalate the conflict with UAE, but were overruled by Doha, because Qatar sensing 

that it has accomplished its goal of humiliating UAE and did not want to escalate out of fear 

that the situation with UAE could potentially go out of hand. 

For all the accolades given to him since the 2017 election, Fahad Yasin has miserably failed 

to move beyond corrupt political disputes and perpetual self inflicted crisis. He has done 

more in one year to ruin Somalia and set the political reconciliation process and trust in 

government back decades. In less than a year since his appointment, Fahad has been 

responsible for never ending crisis that started with Qalbi-Dhagax, followed by conflicts with 

Hirshabelle, Galmudug, and Southwest as well as conflicts UAE, speaker of the parliament, 

firing or resignation of more than a dozen members of the cabinet. 
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Fahad is a dangerous and a morphing threat to the security and stability of Somalia and the 

region. He is also a one trick pony who only knows fighting and lacks the statesmen qualities 

necessary to navigate Somalia’s political and security issues at this challenging time. 

Farmaajo – Kheyre Government Fails to Govern  

It was a new atmosphere full of promise in Somalia after the election. Somali people were 

demanding more from their politicians than mere survival. Farmaajo promised re-

establishing strong state institutions, reducing corruption, and providing services to the 

people. The prospects of establishing a new inclusive political environment and stable and 

secure state seemed within reach. 

It never happened. Rather than consolidating these gains, Farmaajo, Kheyre and Fahad used 

the opportunity to settle political scores with opposition political figures and foreign 

governments. The government formation process turnout to be yet another corrupt process 

and opportunity for Qatar to establish radical Islamist state as they previously attempted for 

their support to the Al-Itihad Al–Islamiya, the Council of Islamic Court and Al-Shabaab  in 

Somalia. 

Farmaajo’s election provided Qatar with a new opportunity in which Fahad is governing the 

country, albeit with many strong uncertainties. Farmaajo and Kheyre hold offices, but the 

government, the parliament as well as the security forces and judiciary are now working for 

Fahad. Moreover, the state institutions (most importantly Villa Somalia, the Ministries of 

Interior, Security, Judiciary and the Foreign Affairs) are filled by loyalist of Fahad who are 

eager to please him and support his efforts to establish radical institutions. 

Moreover Fahad is utilizing Somali securty forces to eliminate oppositions. In a damming 

report, western intelligence sources have said that senior Al-Shabaab Amniyat leaders work 

for Fahad, and benefit from direct support with the knowledge and approval of Kheyre. 

The report mentioned in the Atlantic Council’s article identifies Fahad, Abdulkadir Mohamed 

(Jama), Zakariya Ismail and Sadiq John, the head of NISA in Banadir working with Amniyat 

and providing financial and material support to Al-Shabaab. 
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There is much talk in Mogadishu about Fahad using NISA units to arrest opposition figures, 

often in the middle of the night, whisking them to secret jails, often never to be seen again. 

Many opposition and activists were targeted using NISA and were neither charged with 

crimes nor brought before a judge, according to reports. 

Outlook 

Somalia is entering a period of more 

uncertainty, becoming increasingly 

isolated and unstable because of 

Qatar’s interference in internal 

issues. Farmaajo – Kheyre decision to 

be subservient to Qatar and its proxy 

war will have significant negative impact on the future of Somalia and the region. 

Fahad and Kheyre will probably escalate their war against Puntland, Jubaland and 

Hirshabelle in order to destabilize the regions, and implement the Al-Islah and Itisam plans 

of ending federalism and establishing Islamist government in Somalia. Fahad and Kheyre will 

continue to use Qatari funds and paid media to destabilize the regions, using a false narrative 

and Somalia – UAE crisis to undermine their authority. Fahad has initiated the plan to 

destabilize Jubaland, using Qatari funds and former Minister Abdullahi Elmoge Hirsi, as well 

as a new paid opposition group from Gedo region. Fahad and Kheyre are also using Qatari 

funds to finance campaign against Puntland President Abdiweli Gas, with the goal of 

financing a challenge to Puntland presidency later on this year. The Farmaajo – Kheyre – 

Fahad government instead of uniting Somalia and waging a robust war against Al-Shabaab, 

will instead continue to serve the interests of Qatar, and its proxy allies Al-Islah and Al-Itisam 

and wage political campaign against Federal Member States, in an attempt to end federalism 

in Somalia. Fahad Yasin will continue to serve Qatar and push its interests ahead of Somalia 

and the Somali people. Farmaajo, Kheyre and Fahad will remain useful tool until and when 

it reconciles with GCC governments, and that will be the day of reckoning for them, because 

they will lose the only source they have and the wheels will come off this failed government. 

http://sahanonline.com/2018/05/the-rise-of-qatar-controlled-radical-islamist-

government-in-somalia/  
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UAE, Somalia need to reconcile 

May. 14, 2018, By ABDILATIFF MAALIM 

There is no doubt that the United Arab Emirates has 

been a key ally of Somalia ever since the country 

descended into chaos. Since 2014, the UAE has trained 

and equipped thousands of forces in Somalia to help the 

country take control of its own security and decrease 

dependency on African Union peacekeepers. But the 

relationship between the two countries, both members of the Arab League, has 

deteriorated. 

The bone of contention is the controversial Berbera Port deal. The bulk of the disagreement 

however is the Gulf diplomatic crisis in which Somalia is paying the price for declaring its 

neutral stance in the rift between the rich countries fighting over her. While the UAE has it 

is own agenda in intervening in Somalia, respect for the  country's territorial integrity is 

paramount. The UAE should not be seen to be propping a campaign to divide Somalia.   

Even though Somalia is a federal state and the UAE, like any other country, has the option 

of engaging the federal member states, it should not do so at the expense of the Federal 

Government of Somalia. That would be a big diplomatic blunder. The two countries need to 

revisit their bilateral relations since the dispute is having a devastating effect that will be 

very hard to reverse. Since the fall of Somalia’s central government, the UAE has provided a 

sanctuary to Somalis fleeing the civil war. 

As a result of the escalating dispute, the UAE this month halted it support for Somalia’s 

security forces and humanitarian support, closing down a hospital that used to treat 300 

patients daily. According to security analysts, this will hamper the transfer of Somalia’s 

security to the country's armed forces. The Institute of Security Studies think tank argues 
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that the gap left by the training that was provided by the UAE will be very hard for Amisom 

to fill.  

Its role was huge, despite accusations that some UAE-trained soldiers disobeyed Somalia’s 

army command structure. In a recent press briefing in Dubai, with the blessing of his UAE 

hosts, the President of Somalia’s Federal Member State of Puntland, Abdiweli Mohamed Ali 

(Gaas), made remarks that could be seen as very damaging to Somalia’s sovereignty. One 

could take the phrase, ‘Somalia is not Mogadishu, and Mogadishu is not Somalia’ as a clear 

warning shot to the federal government led by President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo.  

The remarks portray the level of mistrust between Somalia’s two levels of governments. It 

is a true reflection of the doubts many had about Somalia's federal system, which seems to 

weaken the position of the internationally recognised federal government. Somalia’s 

Provisional Constitution, adopted in 2012, gives the federal government authority to handle 

matters foreign policy. However it seems the federal member states are not keen to give 

Mogadishu a free hand to execute its foreign policy. Once respected as a key ally, the UAE's 

decision to engage in a dual track policy seems to have backfired. Angered by what they 

called a blatant disregard of Somalia’s sovereignty, lawmakers declared the Berbera Port 

deal between Somaliland, Ethiopia and the UAE-owned DP World null and void. They banned 

the company from trading in Somalia. In March Somalia, through its ambassador to the UN 

Abukar Osman, protested to the UN Security Council and asked the UN to take action against 

the UAE for violating its territorial integrity by entering into a deal to build a military base in 

Berbera, which is in the breakaway northern region of Somaliland. In his statement, the 

ambassador said the deal is against international law. For it to reclaim, its place as a trusted 

partner, the UAE needs to abandon its divide-and-rule approach and engage the Farmaajo 

administration while aiding the federal member states. This way it will be able to reverse the 

game and fight for space with its competitors positively without scuttling the fragile peace 

process in Somalia. The Farmaajo administration will need to re-engage the UAE in a sober 

manner and think about the repercussions of the UAE's withdrawal. The tug of war could be 

detrimental to Somalia's long-term stability efforts. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/05/14/uae-somalia-need-to-reconcile_c1756879 
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Si definisce la presenza emiratina nel Golfo di Aden 

12 maggio 2018 

Le immagini satellitari di DigitalGlobe sembrano indicare che gli Emirati Arabi Uniti hanno 

cessato i lavori di 

costruzione di una 

pista aeronautica 

sull’Isola di 

Mayyun, sul’isola 

yemenita di Perim, 

sullo nello stretto di 

Bab al-Mandeb di 

fronte alle coste di 

Gibuti (nella foto 

sopra). 

Lo stop ai lavori 

potrebbe essere legato alla determinazione dello Stato arabo a completare  i lavori di 

costruzione di una base aerea e navale vicino a Berbera nel Somaliland. 

Utilizzando immagini satellitari e dati di tracciamento della nave, Jane’s Defence Weekly 

aveva rivelato nel febbraio 2017 che gli Emirati Arabi Uniti avevano iniziato a costruire una 

pista di 3,2 chilometri sull’isola vulcanica alla fine del 2016, probabilmente per supportare 

le sue operazioni militari nel sud dello Yemen e contribuire a presidiare il punto d’ingresso 

strategico al Mar Rosso e l’Oceano Indiano. 

Le immagini satellitari mostrano che la costruzione si è interrotta meno di un anno dopo 

l’inizio. Alcune macchine movimento terra sono state rimosse entro il 1 ° ottobre 2017 e il 

cantiere e l’area di supporto sembrano essere stati completamente evacuati entro il 25 
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ottobre dello scorso anno ed entro l’inizio di quest’anno anche i mezzi navali per il trasporto 

dei materiali avevano lasciato l’isola. 

Il piano degli Emirati Arabi Uniti 

per costruire una base militare a 

Berbera era stato invece reso 

noto nel febbraio 2017, quando è 

stato approvato dal parlamento 

della regione separatista del 

Somaliland. 

Il gruppo di monitoraggio delle 

Nazioni Unite su Somalia ed Eritrea ha riferito nel novembre 2017 che gli Emirati Arabi Uniti 

avevano iniziato a costruire una base navale a ovest di Berbera e avevano ottenuto il 

permesso di rinnovare e utilizzare le strutture esistenti nell’aeroporto della città come base 

militare per 25 anni. 

L’impressione è quindi che gli Emirati Arabi Uniti intendano concentrare nel Somaliland la 

loro presenza militare a lungo termine in quella regione che vede truppe di Abu Dhabi 

presenti attualmente nello Yemen. 

http://www.analisidifesa.it/2018/05/si-definisce-la-presenza-emiratina-nel-golfo-di-aden/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-senator-farole-un-envoy-

meet-in-garowe-discuss-key-issues 
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Somalia Launches Constitutional Review Process Ahead Of 2020 Elections 

By Abdiaziz Loyal 

May 13, 2018 - (SMC-MUQDISHO): 

– Somalia today launched the 

constitutional review process at a 

national convention held in 

Mogadishu and attended by 

Members of Parliament, religious 

leaders, civil society and 

international partners. 

Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire, 

who led the nation in launching the process, pledged financial and political support to the 

process to ensure the country gets a new Constitution by the end of next year. 

Mr. Khaire said there was need to finalize the constitutional process to unify the country, 

promote economic growth and above all deliver a new document for posterity. 

“I hereby confirm that my government has pledged $3million for the constitution process to 

be finalized. However, this pledge should produce a Somalia-owned document, Somali 

thinking, Somali economy, Somali advice and new Somali unity that rebuilds the Somali 

nation we lost,” Prime Minister added. 

Somalia is currently governed by a Provisional Constitution, adopted on August 1, 2012, after 

years of conflict. The federal and state governments plan to have a new document ready 

ahead of the one-person one-vote elections scheduled for 2020. 
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Mr. Khaire said Somalia needs a new Constitution to accomplish the movement towards 

one-person one-vote to give the population an opportunity to pick leaders of their choice. 

The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (SRCC) and 

head of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), Ambassador Francisco Madeira, 

commended the efforts of President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo and the Prime Minister 

Hassan for prioritizing the constitutional review process in accordance with Somalia’s 

Political Roadmap. 

“As we implement the transition plan and handover more security responsibilities to you the 

Somalis, this consultation and the subsequent voicing of your opinions on how you, the 

Somalis, wish to be governed, is the beginning of Somalia taking charge of its 

responsibilities,” SRCC said. 

He called for a wide consultative engagement, whose outcome should aim at facilitating a 

fair and inclusive political process in Somalia. 

The Minister of Constitutional Affairs, Abdirahman Hosh Jibril, traced the history of the 

constitution making in Somalia, which began in 2000 in Djibouti and later moved to Nairobi, 

Kenya, before the eventual adoption of a Provisional Constitution in 2012 through a 

constituent Assembly. 

 “The agreement which we signed at the Office of the Prime minister last November made 

us become one united group without any divisions,” the minister said of the tripartite 

agreement signed by the Constitution Review Commission, the Parliamentary Oversight 

Committee and his ministry. 

Jibril said through the tripartite agreement, the Constitution Review Commission is 

determined to give the people of Somalia a new document as soon as possible so that the 

next elections in 2020 are held under a new political dispensation. 

The Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Abdi Hashi Abdullahi, who also attended the 

convention, called for an inclusive process to enable the country produce a better 

document. 
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“An inclusive constitution should be the foundation of rebuilding the government of 

Somalia,” said the Speaker, adding; “a federal constitution should clearly define the essential 

elements that are pillars of the rebuilding the country and implementing the federal system 

of government.” 

A women’s rights activist, Zahra Mohamed Ahmed, pleaded with the team reviewing the 

constitution to ensure the 30 percent quota for women was protected and the rights of the 

people with disabilities enhanced. 

The three-day national convention is the beginning of a process to give Somalia a new 

constitution to replace the 2012 Provisional Constitution which was agreed upon by 825 

delegates at the National Constituent Assembly. 

http://www.somalimc.com/2018/05/13/somalia-launches-constitutional-review-process-

ahead-of-2020-elections/ 
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Somalia embarks on forging a new constitution  

Sunday May 13, 2018 - Mogadishu (HOL) 

- Over 350 citizens from a wide array of 

backgrounds converged in Mogadishu on 

Sunday for the launch of the National 

Constitutional Convention. 

Representatives from the Federal 

Member States, civil society and private 

citizens will take part in the 

constitutional review process in the 

hopes of producing a new constitution. 

However, the absence of Jubaland at the national convention has cast a shadow over the 

event. 

Jubaland’s Minister of Justice Constitutional and Religious Affairs, Aden Ibrahim Aw. Hirsi 

announced on Friday that Jubaland will not attend the conference. The new Somali 

constitution will define how Somalia will be governed post-2020 and will supersede the 

interim constitution that was ratified in 2012. The National Constitutional Convention will 

be going on from May 13 through the 15th. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158056/somalia_embarks_on_forging_a_new

_constitution.aspx 
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PM Khaire rallies Somalis to voice their views on Constitution  

This will give the citizens power to choose their own leaders; power in their hands 

May 13, 2018 - The three days conferences which brings 

together about 300 participants will provide a forum for 

participants to air their views on various sections of the 

Provisional Constitution especially on the contentious 

articles. Khaire singled out power sharing between the 

levels of government, resources sharing, governance structures and design of the judiciary 

as some of the outstanding issues which call for in-depth consultation. 

HISTORIC EVENT 

Speaking during the same function, Amisom head Francisco Madeira termed the event 

historic noting it was in tandem with the aspirations of the founders of the African Union. 

“Today’s historic event resonates well with the Constitutive Act of the African Union that 

expresses the AU’s determination to promote and protect human and people’s rights, 

consolidate democratic institutions and culture and ensure good governance and the rule of 

law,” Madeira said. The Amisom chief added that the forum was crucial in providing a 

platform for Somalis to express their views on the supreme law before it is put to a vote 

through a referendum. “This is happening in accordance to an already approved Somalia’s 

political roadmap and in a timely manner to address key lingering issues in a wide 

consultative engagement whose outcome must aim at facilitating a fair an inclusive process 

in Somalia.” Distribution of powers and responsibilities between national and sub-national 

authorities, resources and revenue sharing remain unresolved and are expected to form the 

core of the consultations. Others include power sharing between the President and Prime 

Minister, citizenship and the status of Mogadishu. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/pm-khaire-rallies-somalis-to-voice-their-views-on-constitution/  
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-15000-students-sit-for-

unified-exams-in-puntland 
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Twitter suspends Somali journalists’ union leader’s account  

May 12, 2018 - The micro-blogging site 

Twitter Saturday suspended the account of 

Mohamed Moalimu who leads a faction of 

the journalists union, NUSOJ. Moalimu who 

confirmed the suspension to Goobjoog 

News directed blame at his rival, Omar 

Farouk who leads another faction of NUSOJ 

but also accused Twitter of ‘suppression of freedom of expression’. Moalimu, a former BBC 

journalist before being elected NUSOJ secretary General in 2016 traces today’s suspension 

to some developments in April. 

“Indeed my account has been suspended. I received a notification last month from G-Mail 

telling me that my account had been hacked from Netherlands,” Moalimu said. “But after 

following the instructions given, I was able to have my account restored.” “Farouk claims 

that NUSOJ is his own company property yet it is a national entity,” added Moalimu. “I will 

proceed to sue him.” “I have not violated any rules by Twitter, said Moalimu. “This is a move 

by Twitter to suppress freedom of expression.” The National Union of Somali Journalists 

(NUSOJ) which bears two identities depending on who you talk to has been muddied in 

leadership battles for years now. The Farouk led faction is recognised by International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) and International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) while the Moalimu 

side was endorsed and approved by the government and the High Court in Somalia. A UN 

Human Rights expert last year proposed to mediate the two factions. Goobjoog News could 

not immediately reach Farouk for a rejoinder. According to Twitter, an account can be 

suspended if it is suspected to be spammy, or if Twitter suspects the account may have been 

hacked. It can also suspend an account it is involved in abusive behavior. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/somali-journalists-leaders-twitter-account-suspended/ 
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Somali Forces Recapture Moqokori Town in Hiran Region  

Posted On May 13, 2018 - Somali forces 

on Sunday recaptured Moqokori town in 

Central Somalia from Al-Shabab fighters, 

officials confirmed. 

National Army troops have launched 

dawn attacks on the town which has 

been under the control of Al-Shabab 

fighters for the last three months. 

 Military officials who confirmed the seizure of Moqokori town said the forces took the 

control of the town early in the morning without resistance from Al-Shabab. 

 Mohamed Mumin Saney, Somali National Army  (SNA) officer said Al-Shabab fighters 

retreated from the town after the army laid an ambush. “This morning the Somali armed 

forces executed out a calculated attack on Moqokori location that falls under Hiran region,” 

said Saney. 

In recent months, the military has carried out attacks on Al-Shabab fighters especially in the 

Middle Shabelle and Hiran regions forcing some to flee. Al-Shabab which once controlled 

most of South and Central Somalia has lost nearly all of its territory over the last ten years 

to AU and Somali government forces. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/13/somali-forces-recapture-moqokori-town-in-hiran-

region/ 
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Somalia: Al-Shabaab fires mortars at Turkish military base in Mogadishu  

Al-Shabaab fires mortars at Turkish military base in Mogadishu May 12; no casualties 

reported. Al Shabaab spokesperson, Abdalaziz Abu Mus'ab, has claimed responsibility for 

Rocket targeting a Turkish base in Ceelasha Suburbs, Mogadishu, Somalia 

Event 

Al-Shabaab militants fired at least 13 mortars at a Turkish military base in Mogadishu on 

Saturday, May 12. No casualties were reported. Additional Al-Shabaab attacks on military 

installations in Mogadishu and elsewhere in Somalia are possible in the near-term.  

Context 

Al-Shabaab militants have carried out similar attacks in the past, firing mortars from the 

backs of pick-up trucks and then quickly fleeing the area before security forces can respond. 

Al-Shabaab continues to control large zones in the south and center of Somalia and attacks 

from the group are frequent across the country, including in the capital Mogadishu. The 

group often targets government officials and military infrastructure in a bid to topple the 

Western- and UN-backed government and impose its own strict interpretation of Islam in 

Somalia. 

Advice 

Individuals in Mogadishu are advised to avoid the area of the attack, remain vigilant for 

potential militant activity, and adhere to instructions issued by the local authorities and their 

home governments. The security environment in Somalia remains complex. Although travel 

is possible in some areas with proper security protocols in place, other areas should be 

considered strictly off-limits. Professional security advice and support should be sought prior 

to travel. 

https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/118246/somalia-al-shabaab-fires-mortars-at-

turkish-military-base-in-mogadishu-may-12  
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Analysis: Shabaab advertises its al Qaeda allegiance 

By Thomas Joscelyn | May 13, 2018 | tjoscelyn@gmail.com | @thomasjoscelyn  

Shabaab, the terrorist and insurgency 

organization based in Somalia, continues to 

market its allegiance to al Qaeda. Shabaab’s 

propaganda arm, Al-Kata’ib Media, has 

released several videos since late April that 

underscore the group’s fealty to al Qaeda’s 

senior leadership and its adherence to al 

Qaeda’s ideological platform. Two of the productions featured lengthy audio messages from 

Shabaab’s emir, Abu Ubaydah Ahmad Umar, a shadowy figure who is not normally so chatty.  

Abu Ubaydah affirmed his own allegiance to Ayman al Zawahiri in Sept. 2014, when he 

assumed the organization’s top post. And Shabaab has continued to market its allegiance to 

al Qaeda in the years since then.  

But the new messages are noteworthy. Abu Ubaydah refers to Taliban emir Hibatullah 

Akhundzada as the “Commander of the Faithful,” a title usually reserved for a Muslim caliph. 

And he describes Zawahiri as the “father-emir.” Abu Ubaydah’s choice of honorifics 

demonstrates that he, like other al Qaeda leaders, endorses al Qaeda’s ongoing alliance with 

the Taliban. Zawahiri has pledged his own bayat (an oath of allegiance) to Akhundzada and 

Abu Ubaydah continues to respect this arrangement.  

Moreover, Abu Ubaydah’s messages may indicate that he is taking on more of a leadership 

role within al Qaeda’s global network. Both of his speeches are directed at jihadists 

elsewhere, in Syria and Yemen, not at his own followers in Somalia and East Africa. Indeed, 

Abu Ubaydah goes so far as to provide advice to the mujahideen in Syria who are currently 

embroiled in a controversy over leadership and other matters.  
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“Sham is the Home of the Believers” 

On Apr. 23, Al-Kata’ib Media released a nearly 30-minute speech by Abu Ubaydah. Despite 

speaking throughout much of the production, titled “Sham is the Home of the Believers,” 

Abu Ubaydah did not show his face. This is not unusual. The normally reclusive Shabaab emir 

has obscured his appearance since he succeeded his predecessor in Sept. 2014, preferring 

to be heard, but not seen.  

“To begin with, I salute the lions of jihad everywhere,” who are “determined to defend and 

preserve Islam in the nations all throughout the world, foremost of whom are the 

mujahideen of the Islamic Emirate [of Afghanistan]…led by the Commander of the Faithful 

Mawlawi Hibatullah [Akhundzada], may Allah preserve him,” Abu Ubaydah said. He then 

saluted “our father-emir” Ayman al Zawahiri, as well as the “mujahideen of the Indian 

Subcontinent” and the emirs of Ansar al-Sharia in Yemen (Qasim al-Raymi, also known as 

Sheikh Abu Hurayrah al-San’ani) and Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Abu Musab Abdel 

Wadoud (a.k.a. Abdelmalek Doukdel). Abu Ubaydah also honored the mujahideen in the 

Caucasus, the Levant, Eastern Turkistan and elsewhere around the globe.  

Notably absent from his roll call was Abu Muhammad al-Julani, the emir of the al Qaeda 

branch formerly known as Al Nusrah Front. Al-Julani’s decision to rebrand his organization 

and then form a new entity, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), has been at the center of 

controversy within jihadist circles, with some of his rivals in Syria accusing him of breaking 

his bayat (oath of allegiance) to Zawahiri. A significant portion of Abu Ubaydah’s speech is 

devoted to the infighting and disagreements that have emerged as a result of al-Julani’s 

moves and other problems.  

Abu Ubaydah explains that his speech is addressed to his “Muslim brothers in the Levant.” 

Echoing previous al Qaeda messages, the Shabaab leader calls for “unity” in the Levant, 

arguing that “unity of faith” is necessary and the mujahideen should become “one solid 

rank.” He argues that various “infidel nations,” which differ amongst themselves and have 

competing goals and interests, have come together for one cause – to fight the jihadists, 

force them to “deviate” from their religion, prevent them from implementing sharia and 

ultimately “wipe” them “out of existence.”  
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For this reason, Abu Ubaydah advises the jihadists in Syria to “forget” their “internal 

differences” and fight the “infidels” as a “solid structure.” He reminds listeners that different 

“types of people,” with varying perspectives, have been called to jihad. And the war in Syria 

should be open to all Muslims, including those from neighboring countries, as it is not 

restricted to any one “group,” or “faction.” Still, while “all Muslims” should be eligible to 

participate, the jihadists should be wary of those who are whimsical in the practice of their 

religion, as well as those who are too willing to make concessions and bargain.  

The Shabaab leader attempts to rally the jihadists against their common enemies, saying the 

fight in Syria is a “battle between the Koran and the Cross,” as well as “between monotheism 

and atheism.” The battle pits all Muslims against all “infidels,” according to Abu Ubaydah. 

He then warns that their “blessed jihad is going through a dangerous phase,” because 

“conspiracies” are being plotted against them from the “hotels” in various foreign cities. 

Indeed, the thrust of his message is to warn against the influence of foreign actors in the 

Syrian jihad. He tells the mujahideen in the Levant that they must remain “independent” of 

the agendas of “supporting countries.” 

In this vein, the main subject of Abu Ubaydah’s ire is Turkey. The Shabaab emir calls on 

Muslims in Turkey to support the Syrian jihad, but warns them not to “be deceived by the 

empty slogans” of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. He takes a hard line on Erdogan, 

describing him as the leader of a “secular regime,” which is a “member of the Crusader 

alliance” (meaning NATO), “friendly” with America, and “recognizes Israel.”  

Abu Ubaydah reminds listeners that Turkey supports the internationally-backed government 

in Somalia, and has also participated in NATO’s war in Afghanistan. Because Turkey supports 

these war efforts against the mujahideen, Shabaab’s chieftain argues, it should not be 

trusted in Syria. In fact, Abu Ubaydah calls upon leading scholars to expose Turkey’s 

supposed “treason” and “crimes” against Muslims.  

Ideologues in Syria and elsewhere have intensely debated the jihadists’ relationship with 

Turkey. While some have argued that the jihadists should be accommodating, others have 

insisted that an alliance with Turkey leads down a path of treachery. Abu Ubaydah clearly 

places himself in the latter camp.  
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Shabaab and its emir celebrate al Qaeda’s legacy 

Abu Ubaydah encourages his “brothers” in Syria to follow in the footsteps of al Qaeda’s 

leaders, as well as Taliban founder Mullah Omar.  

“You must be satisfied with the path of your righteous forefathers and worthy leaders, such 

as the Commander of the Faithful Mullah Muhammad Omar, may Allah have mercy on him,” 

the Shabaab emir says. He compares Omar to a steadfast “mountain,” noting that because 

of his embrace of jihad a new generation of leadership rose out of the Khorasan (meaning 

Afghanistan and Pakistan), specifically the “reviving sheikh” Osama bin Laden, Zawahiri, Abu 

Hafs al-Masri, Nasir al-Wuhayshi, Atiyah Abd al-Rahman and Abu Yahya al-Libi. (From this 

list, only Zawahiri is still alive, as all the others were killed by the US-led war against al Qaeda 

after the 9/11 hijackings.) Allah enabled these men to craft “great plans” and “wise policies 

to govern” the jihadist project, guide the ummah [worldwide community of Muslims] out of 

“darkness,” and “liberate” Muslims lands in order to resurrect a “rightly-guided caliphate.” 

Most importantly, Abu Ubaydah says, al Qaeda’s leadership emphasized “sharia policies” 

that sought to unify Muslims under the banner of monotheism, while focusing them on a 

common enemy: the supposed “Zionist-Crusader alliance.” 

Abu Ubaydah credits these al Qaeda leaders with awakening the ummah “from its slumber,” 

leading many young Muslims to join the jihad both in their home countries and abroad as 

“muhajirin,” or emigrants. In addition to the 9/11 hijackings and the 1998 U.S. embassy 

bombings, he specifically mentions al Qaeda operations in Mogadishu, Somalia and Aden, 

Yemen in the early 1990s as victories against America. He claims the “Crusader army” has 

been “defeated” in the “arenas of jihad,” including Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Toward the end of his speech, Abu Ubaydah returns to the examples of Mullah Omar and 

Osama bin Laden, telling his “brothers” in Syria that they should follow their path. He praises 

Omar for refusing to compromise, which resulted in Omar losing power in Afghanistan and 

dying while “exiled.” Moreover, the Shabaab emir calls on the mujahideen in Syria to “fulfill” 

bin Laden’s “oath.”  
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It is as this point that Al-Kata’ib 

Media’s video cuts to archival footage 

of bin Laden swearing that the US will 

not “enjoy security” before all of the 

“infidel armies” are forced to leave 

Muslims lands, including Palestine. (A 

screen shot of the footage can be seen 

above.) 

Al-Kata’ib’s video accompanying Abu Ubaydah’s speech ends with a clip of Abu Yahya al-Libi 

exhorting al Qaeda’s followers in Somalia. This clip was undoubtedly chosen to further 

emphasize Abu Ubaydah’s warning concerning the jihadists’ dependence on nations such as 

Turkey. 

Al-Libi said the jihadists should “beware of expecting help from the East or West, or rejoicing 

in the aid of this state or that, or being deceived by the lies of the leaders of unbelief who 

hide in themselves what they don’t reveal to you.” Further, the mujahideen should “beware 

of overconfidence in those who were led by their interests to claim to stand at your side and 

adopt your cause,” because they still harbor “hatred and animosity” and eventually “will go 

and look for others,” thereby wasting the jihadists’ “efforts.” Abu Yahya warned that in this 

manner “unity will be torn apart, and animosities will spread, and your condition will be like 

he who seeks refuge from heat in fire.”  

Abu Ubaydah advises AQAP to wage “guerrilla war” 

Although Abu Ubaydah has recorded relatively few messages since his ascension to 

Shabaab’s top post in 2014, he quickly released another speech just over one week after he 

addressed the Syrian jihadi scene. In this second faceless speech, posted online by Al-Kata’ib 

Media on May 1, Abu Ubaydah sought to encourage al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and 

its supporters in Yemen.  

Once again, the production was filled with al Qaeda references. The accompanying video 

opened with footage of AQAP’s operations, as well as those of its obvious front group, Ansar 

al Sharia Yemen. Several clips show AQAP ideologue Anwar al Awlaki with: Umar Farouk 
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Abdulmutallab (who attempted to blow up a Detroit-bound airliner on Dec. 25, 2009), Nasir 

al-Wuhayshi (the deceased AQAP leader), al-Wuhayshi and Said al-Shihri (a former 

Guantanamo detainee who was AQAP’s deputy emir prior to his death), and several AQAP 

figures at once. 

Shabaab also includes footage from the Jan. 2015 attack on Charlie Hebdo, which AQAP 

helped orchestrate.  

Before Abu Ubaydah speaks, another 

clip of Osama bin Laden is included. In 

the archival footage, Bin Laden 

promised the “brothers” in both 

Palestine and Yemen that they would 

soon receive support. (A screen shot 

of bin Laden, as reproduced in the 

Shabaab video, can be seen above.) 

After praising AQAP at length, the Shabaab emir explains that “hardship” is a divine test and 

leads to purification. Indeed, Abu Ubaydah says, “affliction is necessary.” A similar 

formulation has been used by others in al Qaeda and their Islamic State rivals when suffering 

setbacks.  

The Shabaab emir seeks to encourage AQAP’s rank and file as they face a multi-sided war. 

“The purpose of your jihad,” Abu Ubaydah says, is to force all of the “occupying” powers 

“from your land,” including the House of Saud, the “apostate” United Arab Emirates (UAE), 

the “rejectionists” (meaning Shiites and specifically the Iranian-backed Houthis), as well as 

the “apostate American agent” President Hadi. This is a “difficult” task, Abu Ubaydah 

concedes, but he implores his “mujahideen brothers” to increase their offensive operations 

by staging “ambushes,” “implanting mines,” conducting assassinations, and deploying 

“martyrdom-seeking operations” against the enemies’ defensive positions. He advises that 

protracted “guerrilla wars” are a great benefit to the “oppressed,” because they “drain” the 

enemy. 
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Abu Ubaydah tells his “mujahideen brothers in the Yemen” to “stand by your leaders” and 

abide by their decisions, while avoiding those who spread “gossip” or “stir up sedition.” (The 

latter point was emphasized in another Shabaab video released recent weeks and discussed 

below.) 

Abu Ubaydah also addresses the tribes of Yemen, noting that Abdullah Azzam, widely 

considered the godfather of modern jihadism, had praised the country’s tribesmen. He then 

calls on Yemen’s tribes to support the mujahideen – their “sons” – with “money, weapons 

and men,” because the jihadists are supposedly making “great sacrifices” for their shared 

cause.  

The Shabaab leader concludes his message by honoring the “leaders” and “soldiers” of jihad 

in the Arabian Peninsula, saying they have made “sacrifices” for the purpose of “elevating 

the word of Allah and implementing his sharia.” He specifically mentions deceased AQAP 

figures such as Nasir al-Wuhayshi, Said al-Shihri, Anwar al-Awlaki, Ibrahim al-Rubaysh (a 

former Guantanamo detainee who became a key ideologue) and Harith al-Nadhari, among 

others. Abu Ubaydah prays to be reunited with them in paradise. 

Shabaab honors al Qaeda and Taliban “martyrs” 

In recent weeks, Shabaab has also emphasized its place in al Qaeda’s global network in a 

three-part video series titled, “Whoever Wants to Follow an Example, Let Him Follow the 

Example of Those Who Have Passed.” The series is intended to provide advice to the 

mujahideen through the voices of deceased al Qaeda leaders. Shabaab advertised the videos 

with a banner featuring Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, Osama bin Laden, Mullah Omar, Nasir 

al-Wuhayshi, and Abdullah Azzam — all of whom are also honored in the videos themselves. 

(One of the banner ads can be seen at the beginning of this article and two others are linked 

below.) 

Each episode in the series opens with a montage of jihadists who have been killed through 

the years, including those who have perished in American drone strikes. Three of the jihadi 

veterans pictured were killed in Syria: Ahmed Salama Mabrouk, Rifai Taha Ahmed Musa, and 

Abu Abdullah al-Muhajir. Another man pictured is Mohammed al-Zahawi, the founder of 
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Ansar al-Sharia Libya, an al Qaeda-linked group that took part in the Sept. 11, 2012 attack in 

Benghazi. Dozens of other images are included as well. 

The first installment in the series was released on Apr. 22 and subtitled, “You Have No 

Excuse.” In a short clip, Anwar al-Awlaki told believers that they should “follow the example” 

of those who have “passed away,” because the living “are not safe from temptation.” (A 

screen shot of Awlaki can be seen below.) 

But the main footage is of 

Abdullah Azzam decrying those 

who flee from the fight or abstain 

from jihad, arguing that they do 

not have valid “excuses in the 

sight of Allah.” The title of the 

Shabaab series, and the subtitle 

for the first episode, are taken from Awlaki’s and Azzam’s quotes.  

The second episode, subtitled “Verify and Discern the Truth,” was released on Apr. 26. The 

main segment in the video is from one of Osama bin Laden’s lectures, in which he warned 

followers to avoid rumors and explained that they should ascertain the veracity of any news 

delivered to them. Similar quotes from others were included to buttress the point.  

The third installment, subtitled “Sincerity,” was posted online on May 6 and features a 

lecture by Abu Yahya al-Libi, who stressed the importance of “loyalty” to the cause of Allah. 

Al-Libi warned the mujahideen that they “should not fight for ignorance,” or nationalist 

reasons, or to merely support a group or emir.  

Shabaab is clearly not running away from its al Qaeda heritage or role. Instead, Abu 

Ubaydah’s organization is embracing it.  

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/05/analysis-shabaab-advertises-its-al-

qaeda-allegiance.php 
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Somalia says it's ready to take over security responsibility from AU  

SNA troops with AMISOM forces in battle for 

Mogadishu  

Sunday May 13, 2018 - Mogadishu (HOL) - The 

Somali government has told a joint team from 

the U.N. and AU that it remains committed to 

taking over security responsibility as the 

country transitions from failed to state to a 

fragile state. Abdisaid Musse Ali, a National Security Advisor with the Federal Government 

acknowledged that the transition plan will signal a change in how security is delivered.  "The 

transition plan represents a significant change in the planning and delivery of security in 

Somalia. It's not business as usual," he said in a statement issued on Sunday from AMISOM.  

"For many years, Somalia has been grateful for the strong support of our international 

partners which has allowed the country to make progress," he added during a high-level of 

the AU-UN joint review team and international partners held in Mogadishu. Francisco 

Madeira, the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission 

(SRCC) for Somalia said that a lasting peace in Somalia could only be forged if Somali’s take 

the lead in rebuilding their country with the support of international partners. "All the things 

that are showing up now, in this transition plan, were already at the centre of AMISOM's 

action plan. We need to build a state and building a state meant the Somalis needed to take 

responsibility not only of the military but also of the administration of the country," he 

added. Madeira’s said his vision for Somalia’s transition plan is one where Al-Shabaab 

militants have been pushed out of major towns and supply routes secured before AMISOM 

troops hand over security responsibility to their Somali counterparts. The head of the UN 

delegation tasked with reviewing AMISOM, Walid Musa Abdelkarim said that Somalia’s 

political stock is climbing in the region. "We now are convinced that the geopolitical position 

or status of Somalia is rising, increasing every day because of global events and therefore we 
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will have this time a more serious tone in what we do," Abdelkarim noted.  The AU-UN joint 

review team is meeting in Somalia to prepare its report to the UN Security Council. Their 

report could impact the decision to extend AMISOM’s mandate which will expire on May 31. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158061/somalia_says_it_s_ready_to_take_ov

er_security_responsibility_from_au.aspx 
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Somali leaders and elders join calls against AU troop withdrawal 

Col. Bonny Bamwiseki, commander of 

the Uganda contingent of the Amisom, 

after meeting Somali clan elders at the 

base.  

Mogadishu, May 13, 2018 

(AltAfrika)-The leadership of the 

African Union Mission in Somalia has 

started implementing the transition 

plan to reduce troop numbers gradually and hand over to the Somali National Army by 2021. 

However, elders and chiefs want the process delayed, citing their military’s limitations to 

contain and fight off the Al Shabaab threat. 

The elders’ fears echo those of the force commanders that have questioned the 

practicability of the UN Security Council Resolution 2372, which last year directed that 

Amisom commence a force drawdown. 

Accordingly, last October, the Amisom which was 22,000-strong reduced the force by 1,000 

soldiers, with a similar number set to leave in October this year. 

But with Al Shabaab still lurking in the shadows and making deadly forays into the capital as 

well as Amisom bases and executing deadly attacks, the locals warn that the drawdown is 

too soon as the SNA alone cannot contain the insurgents. 

Operational capacity 

Even now, local communities in Lower Shabelle region report that Al Shabaab operate from 

as close as five kilometres from Amisom bases, and the peacekeeping force’s withdrawal 

would leave communities exposed to attack. 



 

 

“If Amisom were to leave now, Al Shabaab would capture the entire place in one minute, 

just one minute,” says Moulid Abdirahman, a Somali national and intelligence officer who 

has worked closely with the peacekeepers for the last 10 years. 

Nuur Osman Raage, the District Commissioner of Marka also says that before issuing a 

directive to whittle down Amisom, the UN should take into account the security concerns of 

the Somalis who want “Amisom to drive Al Shabaab farther away from our area.” 

Other elders lay the blame on their government. “Our president stays in Mogadishu and has 

never come here. That is a fact. This place is peaceful because of Amisom,” says Abdukadir 

Mohamed from Ceeljaale village, about 71km southwest of the capital. 

Brig Gen Paul Lokech, Commander of the Ugandan contingent in Amisom says force 

commanders share the Somalis’ fears that the SNA is still short on numbers, organisation 

and operational capacity to take over the areas that are currently under the peacekeeping 

force’s protection. 

“In every war there is transition, but from a military lens, we need to prepare the SNA. Are 

they ready? Yes, they are being trained, but it is a process. People calling for a drawdown 

need to handle it carefully,” he told a group of journalists at his offices in Mogadishu 

recently. 

The bulk of the SNA was trained in Uganda, but these number about 4,000 soldiers only. The 

SNA is beefed up by allied clan militia, but it is still is short on numbers, command and control 

to man the regions that Amisom has liberated. 

“Getting fighters is easy, but how do you command and control them? Do not forget that 

we are building an army while fighting insurgents at the same time. The Somali army officers 

need more preparation,” Brig Gen Lokech said. 

“We still need to train Somali officer corps to handle the job at hand. There are 75 Somalis 

currently on officer cadet training in Uganda. We need a lot more effort in organising the 

SNA,” he added. 

Other key partners training the Somalis, are the European Union, the US. 



 

 

Also, the Turkish training academy recently graduated one company (between 80 and 150 

soldiers), while the United Arab Emirates passed out 900 soldiers. 

Guerrilla-style attacks 

Since 2011, the Al Shabaab militia that was operating in Afgooye — just 30km from 

Mogadishu — has been driven further out, forcing the insurgents to resort to guerrilla-style 

tactics against the Amisom. 

To regain lost territory, Al Shabaab could launch attacks against SNA to take back the regions 

currently under Amisom — if the latter left any vacuum in the sectors it controls. 

These are Sector I which includes the special region of Banadir (including Mogadishu) and 

Lower Shabelle, manned by Ugandans; Sector II is Lower and Middle Jubba under Kenya 

Defence Forces and Sector III that comprise the South Western states under Ethiopian 

forces. 

The others are Sector IV in Hiiran region under Djibouti forces, Sector V in Middle Shabelle 

covered by Burundi and Sector VI which is part of Jubbaland, manned by a multinational 

force from different troop contributing countries. 

Damning report 

Sector I alone has 5,700 soldiers — more than one-third of the entire SNA — under battle 

groups XXII, XXIII, and XXIV. 

Critically, Battle Group XXIV deploys and guards key security and strategic installations like 

the airport, the seaport, the UN agencies, the Federal Government of Somalia headquarters, 

State House, Parliament, embassy headquarters, Al Jazeera Training School and the capital. 

Somalia also has a 3,000km coastline — a strategic feature for the Al Shabaab to exploit and 

launch attacks. 

Securing the coastline is an uphill task for the SNA which is estimated to have about 15,000 

soldiers, but 30 per cent of whom are unarmed — which was a damning finding of an 

“Operational Readiness Assessment” that was released by the Somali government last 

December. 



 

 

According to Lt. Col Fred Mwesigye, the Commandant of the First Infantry Battalion 

headquartered at Shalamboot, “the headquarters” of Al Shabaab in the town of Janaale in 

Lower Shabelle region, is not far away from the coastline. 

“This is an enemy infested area… their headquarters is just 8km from here. I am not scaring 

you, but that’s the situation,” he told a group of embedded journalists from Uganda, that 

recently toured the forward operating bases of the largest contingent of the AU 

peacekeeping force. 

https://alternativeafrika.com/2018/05/13/somali-leaders-and-elders-join-calls-against-au-

troop-withdrawal/ 
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Uganda awaits UN compensation six years after UPDF chopper crash 

Aid. Rescuers prepare to evacuate one of 

the survivors of the crashes. FILE PHOTO   

In Summary 

The crashes. Sources say it was an 

unprecedented catalogue of mistakes, 

inexperience and bad orders from 

commanders that could have been the most likely causes of the triple helicopter crashes.  

President Museveni mentioned “acts of negligence” and “high-handedness” as the cause of 

the crashes. 

Gen Salim Saleh was appointed as chief adviser on defence to head an investigation into the 

crash. 

By Risdel Kasasira 

On August 12 this year, it will be six years since three UPDF choppers crashed over Mt Kenya 

en-route to Somalia and left seven soldiers dead. Since then, many changes have happened 

but the one thing that has remained unclear is whether Uganda will ever be compensated 

by the UN for the loss. The air force officers who were sacked by President Museveni over 

the incident, have been redeployed and are serving in more senior positions.  

Lt Gen Jim Owoyesigire, who was sacked from the position of Commander of Air Force, is 

now commander of all 20,000 Amisom troops in Somalia.  Amisom troops are from five 

countries of Uganda, Kenya, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Burundi. Brig Moses Rwakitarate, the 

former Air Force Chief of Staff, is now Uganda’s Military Adviser to the European Union in 

Brussels.  



 

 

Without choppers, the Ugandan troops continue operating under difficult conditions. The 

injured cannot be quickly evacuated from the frontline. Lack of attack helicopters has made 

it difficult for the UPDF troops to chase the fleeing enemy that is highly mobile and light. The 

army says America has offered five utility choppers that will soon be deployed, but combat 

helicopters are still very much needed. Brig Richard Karemire, the army spokesperson, says 

they are still pushing to have the UN replace the crashed assets. “We are still pushing,” he 

said. Despite the delay, Brig Karemire says, they are optimistic that UN would compensate 

Uganda.  

UN’s role 

United Nations provides logistical support and reimburses all African countries with troops 

in Somalia for wear and tear of their weapons used in the fight against the al Shabaab. The 

Global Arms Transfer Expert Organisation, SIPRI, in its arms transfer database, shows that 

Uganda acquired three Mi-24 helicopters that were updated to the Mi-24PN mode before 

delivery in an estimated $10 million (Sh36 billion) deal. 

The wreckages of these force enablers that were bought during the war against Lord’s 

Resistance Army rebels in northern Uganda and South Sudan are rotting away in Mt Kenya. 

Brig Karemire says it was not necessary to remove the wreckage from the mountains. 

“Would it be worthwhile?” he asked. The crash was not only a big blow to the operations 

against al Shabaab, it also seriously impacted the UPDF’S young Air Force. As the 

negotiations continue, there is little hope that Uganda would be compensated because the 

UN insists that the choppers crashed before reaching the area of operation. But also, there 

issues of negligence on the side of the UPDF, despite a heated argument between some Air 

Force officers and an American flight engineer, who was working with the UN at that time. 

The American was flying in the M17 then flown by Maj Okidi, who safely landed in Wajir, 

north eastern Kenya. Okidi has since been appointed presidential pilot and promoted to the 

rank of Colonel.  

Mistake 

According to the sources, the helicopters were supposed to fly around Mt Kenya, not directly 

over the mountain. They flew well between Soroti Flying School and Nanyuki, but could not 



 

 

negotiate the 17,000 foot altitude of Mt Kenya between Nanyuki and Garissa. The Mi-24 is 

designed to fly at altitudes no higher than 12,000 feet. It was, therefore, hard for it to fly 

over Mount Kenya. There were reports that Maj Okidi managed to fly over the mountain 

because Mi-17 is bigger and could handle such heights. Other sources say when the 

American insisted, he flew around the mountain, not directly like the MI-24s did. After the 

crash, the army gave bad weather as the cause of the crash. But President Museveni 

dismissed the reason. 

He mentioned “acts of negligence” and “high-handedness” as the cause of the crashes that 

resulted in such losses of military equipment. “I cannot listen to stories of bad weather on 

the mountain. Mountains are clearly shown on the maps. We never fly over mountains with 

helicopters, especially combat ones,” he later said. President Museveni later appointed Gen 

Salim Saleh as chief adviser on defence, to head an investigation. 

However, details of the report have never been made public. It is said President Museveni 

used the report to sack Lt Gen Owoyesigire and Brig Rwakitarate. Sources say it was an 

unprecedented catalogue of mistakes, inexperience and bad orders from commanders that 

could have been the most likely causes of the triple helicopter crashes. A Kenyan newspaper 

also reported that contrary to well established international aviation rules and regulations, 

the pilots of Uganda’s three ill-fated Mi-24 attack helicopters that crashed in the Mt Kenya 

ranges were communicating in Luganda. 

President Museveni 

The newspaper also reported that the 

Kenyan aviation authority could hear 

UPDF soldiers as they communicated 

among themselves in Luganda – just 

minutes before the crash. They 

crashed after 30 minutes into their 

flight before realising there was bad weather ahead. In a move to avoid poor visibility, the 

pilots are said to have gained height and flew far above the required altitude, the Kenyan 

newspaper reported. The choppers were flying at 11,000 feet when they came down. Other 

Kenyan media reported that after realising that the chopper pilots were heading straight 



 

 

into the mountain, a Kenyan pilot attempted to break into the military frequency to warn 

them of the dangers ahead but he was unable to get through. 

Why choppers 

The need to send these helicopters came in November 2011, when Amisom launched 

‘Operation Free Shabelle’ troops fanning out of Mogadishu that came with the long lines of 

communication and supply routes. The operation marked the beginning of the second phase 

of the military operations against al-Shabaab. The UPDF had expanded its frontline out of 

Mogadishu to Afgooye, Marka and later Baidoa in the southwest and Jowhar in the north of 

the Somali capital. 

Uganda Battle Group 10 under the command of Lt Col Edison Muhanguzi, now a Colonel, 

had captured Baidoa in 2012, which is now under the Ethiopian troops.  Baidoa is about 

243km from Mogadishu, while Jowhar is 90km. That meant travelling 243km by road from 

Mogadishu to supply the forward base in Baidoa and, therefore, there was an urgent need 

for helicopters. On the day they were flagged off at Entebbe Airport, journalists were invited, 

and the former Chief of Defence Forces, the late Gen Aronda Nyakairima, handed over the 

flag to the head of the crew, Lt Col Chris Kaija and wished him well. But one week later, Lt 

Col Kaija, now Colonel, was being carried on a stretcher by the Kenyan rescue team from the 

mountains.  Seven soldiers died and 21 survived. Since then, the UN has insisted it cannot 

compensate Uganda $10 million for the three helicopters whose loss remains tagged to 

Uganda. But UPDF still hopes for the best. 

The affected soldiers 

Killed in crash 

Capt William Spear Letti 

Lt Patrick Nahamya 

2nd Lt Robert Tushabe 

Lt Nelson Mulumba 

WOII Kakabe David Zikosoka  

S/Sgt Mweshezi Ruhamata 

Sgt Charles Lukwago 



 

 

Survivors  

Lt Col Chris Kasaija 

Maj Charles Okidi 

Capt George Buga 

Capt Samuel Kitenyi 

Capt Asad Magombe. 

Lt Robert Bakashaba 

Lt Job Osuret 

Lt Everest Sebagenzi 

Lt John Nyanzi 

Lt Charles Alemu 

2nd Lt Gideon Taremwa 

2nd Lt Asaph Barigye 

WOI Patrick Ongaria 

WOI Nixon Ayesigye 

WOII George Nakabanda 

Yahaya Wamagali 

WOII Wilberforce Kalulu  

S/Sgt John Komunda 

S/Sgt Robert Eritu 

Sgt Coleb Mugwisa 

Pte Mark Muse 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/SpecialReports/Uganda-awaits-UN-compensation-six-years-

after-UPDF-chopper-crash/688342-4558470-xqcpvuz/index.html 
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UGANDA is sending more troops to Somalia when AMISOM was supposed 

to be winding down! 

May 12, 2018- KAMPALA 

(@UG_EDGE) – A total of 38 Police 

Officers have completed African 

Union AU/United Nations (UN) 

mandatory pre-deployment training 

for peace keeping Mission in Somalia. 

The officers have been on a one week 

training at the Police Senior Staff and 

Command College Bwebajja in Wakiso district. The course is basically for commanders. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony, Associate Training Officer Support Office in Somalia 

(UNSOS) Mrs Joyce Mbugua thanked the Uganda Police Officers for being disciplined during 

the training. 

“I want to take this opportunity to thank you for being very disciplined I have interacted with 

you for a few days but I want to tell you that am totally impressed with your behaviour and 

all I can say is that we are taking to Somalia a very good group,” Mrs Mbugua noted. 

“Take this topics seriously, go back and transfer the knowledge acquired don’t keep it to 

yourself transfer the knowledge to other people that you will be interacting with in Somalia, 

is not an easy mission but with your determination and hard work you will make it,” She 

said. 

She added that, “As you go to Somalia always remember that you are carrying the flag of 

Uganda so go and make an impact and leave an impact, we want you to be remembered for 

the service that you provided to the people of Somalia and we will be there to support you 

in anyway.” 

http://perilofafrica.com/2018/05/12/
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-R4hFDzgPDvE/WvbP-jW-x6I/AAAAAAAA7r0/yuupS9QuOKg1KBpdXOjXfZ7NfamQ-fqxQCLcBGAs/s1600/p%2B%25281%2529.jpg


 

 

Commissioner of Police in charge Peace Support Operations, Martin Amoru urged the 

officers to have the knowledge, skills and the right attitude towards work during their 

mission in Somalia. 

He urged officers to be determined and persistent. 

“You can never succeed if you don’t have great persistence, determination you need to be 

fully committed to complete the duties assigned to you,” he noted, adding, 

“Communicate effectively with all stakeholders develop coalitions you cannot work alone 

,form a network it will help you ,communication is a glue that keeps the organization 

moving.” 

The officers have been trained in AMISOM legal mandate, and framework, international law, 

Somalia cultural awareness, overview of Somalia conflict and political history, health and 

safety, media and communication skills among many others.  

http://perilofafrica.com/uganda-is-sending-more-troops-to-somalia-when-amisom-was-

supposed-to-be-winding-down/ 
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US military suspends 2 special operations members in Africa  

Saturday, May 12, 2018 - JOHANNESBURG 

(AP) — The U.S. military says the head of 

Special Operations Command Africa has 

suspended a regional commander and an 

enlisted adviser over alleged misconduct 

and sent them back to the United States. 

SOCA spokesman Maj. Casey Osborne tells 

The Associated Press the suspension of the Special Operations Command Forward-East 

Africa commander and the adviser happened Thursday. He gave no details. 

The U.S. has about 1,000 special operations personnel in Africa. Those in East Africa largely 

assist in countering the Somalia-based al-Shabab extremist group. 

Spokeswoman Lt. Jacqui Maxwell with Naval Special Warfare Group 2 tells the AP that the 

suspended personnel were assigned to an East Coast-based unit and that NSW and the 

Naval Criminal Investigative Service are investigating. 

Maxwell did not give details about the alleged misconduct, citing the ongoing 

investigation. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158047/us_military_suspends_2_special_ope

rations_members_in_africa.aspx 
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Somaliland:Deputy FM Meets with top officials of the Finland Foreign 

Ministry 

May 13, 2018 - Horndiplomat-

Somaliland delegation led by vice 

minister of foreign affairs and 

international cooperation Mr 

Liibaan Yusuf Osman arrived in 

Finland. The delegation met with 

some officials from ministry for 

foreign affairs of Finland including 

deputy director unit for security 

policy and crises management Theresa Zitting and director of Horn of Africa unit Eeva 

Alarcon. Somaliland’s representative to Finland, Ambassador Samia Muse was in attendance 

as well. 

The vice minister briefed about Somaliland’s history and its achievements since it restored 

its independence from Somalia in 1991. The vice minister thanked for the warm welcome 

and reiterated his commitment to foster the bilateral ties between the two countries. 

According to Somaliland Foreign Ministry. Finland is one of The international partners 

support the democratic process in Somaliland. 

On May 11, The Somaliland government delegation led by the deputy minister of foreign 

affairs and international cooperation Liibaan Yusuf Osman and the Mayor of Gabiley 

Mahamed-Amin Omer Abdi visited Sweden and met with senior Swedish Parliamentarians. 

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/05/13/somalilanddeputy-fm-meets-with-top-

officials-of-the-finland-foreign-ministry/ 
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UN Envoy for Somalia Meets Somaliland President in Hargeisa 

Posted On May 13, 2018  

Special representative of secretary general 

for  Somalia, Michael Keating paid visit to 

Hargeisa, the capital of  Somaliland barely a 

day after he held meeting with Puntland 

leader, Abdiweli Ali Gaas. Mr. Keating held 

talks with Somaliland officials led by 

President Muse Bihi Abdi over Tensions 

between Puntland and Somaliland. The discussions also focused on means to de-escalate 

the hostilities between the two states. Keating who visited Garowe on Saturday had 

discussed with Puntland state leader over the tension between Somaliland and Puntland. 

Speaking to the journalists while in Garowe, Keating said he talked with Puntland state 

leader over means to look solution for the tension between Somaliland and Puntland states 

over Tukarrak.  He noted the importance of quelling the hostilities in the area saying his 

position was to try and reduce tensions and increase dialogue between the sides. Today’s 

visit will be the second one Keating pays to Break-away Somaliland this year.  Keating for 

calm and urged the sides to solve their hostilities through dialogue and open discussions.  In 

January, Keating also visited Hargeisa to convince Somaliland authorities to ease the tension 

and pull out its forces from the frontline.  Early this year, forces loyal to Somaliland and 

Puntland states had engaged in a deadly gun battle over the control of Tukarak town, 35km 

north of Garowe town.  The battle which lasted for hours had caused heavy casualties on 

both sides with Somaliland taking control of the town.  The two states in northern Somalia 

have fought sporadic battles since 2002 over the control of the disputed region of Sool which 

is now under the full control of Somaliland. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/13/un-envoy-for-somalia-meets-somaliland-president-in-

hargeisa/  
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Somaliland: Ruling Party Kulmiye Secretary for Sool Region Assassinated 

05/12/2018  

Somalilandsun: The ruling party Kulmiye 

secretary for Sool province Mr.Mohammud 

Barkhadle Abdi has been killed by gunmen in 

Lasanod town.  

According to reports reaching Somaliland sun 

confirmed the assailants shot dead the 

deceased as he was having ablution in preparations for the ‘Isha’ prayers also known as night 

prayers. The late Mohammud was assassinated outside his shop in Lasanod town. As we 

went to press the motive of the killing was not ascertained. According to information filtering 

out of Lasanod the killers had not been apprehended and simply vanished into the night. 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/05/12/somaliland-ruling-party-kulmiye-secretary-

for-sool-region-assassinated/ 
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RDA launches roads development up scaling and reform initiatives 

May 12, 2018 - Somaliland Roads 

Development Authority (RDA) has today 

launched an up scaling and reform 

initiative to be implemented by RDA with 

the collaboration of University of Hargeisa 

(UoH) and other civil society 

organizations. 

The launch event which was held at University of Hargeisa saw participation of high level 

governmental officials including Minister of Transport and Roads Development Abdillahi 

Abokor Osman and Director of Roads Development Authority Osman Sheikh Abdi Sheikh 

Mohamed along with other various stakeholders including community based roads 

development associations, civil society organizations, traditional leaders, religious leaders, 

media groups as well as engineers and academicians from University of Hargeisa. 

RDA Director Osman Sheikh Abdi who addressed the event emphasized importance of roads 

development for economic improvement and social integration across Somaliland regions. 

“We are launching this initiative today to make reforms in the roads development 

approaches, ensure that our programmes are led by researches and upscale implementation 

of ongoing projects. We would also strengthen the coordination mechanisms among 

stakeholders involved in the development of roads and related infrastructures” Director 

Osman Shekh Abdi said. 

Mr. Abdi added that RDA initiatives are inline with President’s vision and the wider national 

development plan of the country. He urged diaspora associations, private sector actors and 

civil society organizations to take part the development and maintenance of Somaliland’s 

key roads. 

http://bandhige.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Osman-Abdi-1.jpg


 

 

The President of University of Hargeisa Prof. Mohamed Yousuf praised RDA for holding this 

important meeting at University of Hargeisa and creating collaboration and working 

relationship between the two organizations. 

“University of Hargeisa welcomes any working relationship between RDA and UoH. We 

would provide support in researches and contribute to technical aspects of projects that 

RDA implements” Prof. Mohamed Yousuf said. 

Abdiaziz Hersi Warsame from Somaliland Y-PEER, who also provided speech at the event, 

commended RDA for this coordination and up scaling initiative. He said Y-PEER is already a 

partner of RDA and is willing to take part in this new endeavor as well. 

Finally, the Minister of Transport and Roads Development Abdillahi Abokor officially 

launched the program. 

“We gathered here today to listen to you, to consult with you and to work with you on the 

development of Somaliland roads which are vital for the wider economic growth of the 

country” Minister Abokor said. 

He went on to say “I particularly very much thank to the leaders of the community based 

roads associations who on their own initiatives began constructing new roads. This 

encourages us and shows that people of Somaliland understand importance of roads. We 

stand ready to give you any support you may need from our side.” 

Finally, Minister Abokor told participants that President Muse Bihi encouraged all 

governmental institutions to utilize research and development units of Somaliland 

universities. 

http://bandhige.com/rda-launches-roads-development-up-scaling-and-reform-initiatives/ 
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Somaliland: Why is the International Community Ignoring a Miracle Country 

in the Horn of Africa? 

05/12/2018  

Somalilandsun: Somaliland is celebrating 27 Years of Independence for Somalia. 27 years old 

has said he will never tire to celebrate Somaliland independence even though he has been 

waiting for its recognition. Somaliland will celebrate her 27th anniversary of independence 

from Somalia. It regained her independence from Somalia on 18th May 1991. 

According to news disseminated by Somaliland News Agency (SOLNA) the people of 

Somaliland and their government will come out forcefully to show the world how they are 

happy about being a sovereign state at the same tome sending a strong message to the 

international community to respect their decision to disjoin from the ragtag Somalia 

Federation. 

Simply this year’s theme for celebration is “Somaliland Independence is Nonnegotiable” a 

country that has fulfilled all the requirements for an independent nation. 

The armed forces, civil society, and the ordinary people of Somaliland will march through 

the roads and streets of major towns to show the world the love they have for a country 

they cherish to become a sovereign independent nation that is still crying for recognition 

from the global community. 

A young man called Mr.Mohamed Abdi Osman who was born when Somaliland announced 

her independence from Somalia in 1991 has revealed that he will never tire the love of 

Somaliland even if it will take another quarter of a century without recognition from the 

international community. 

“I love my mother land Somaliland which was the brain child of the will of her people and 

does not receive a dime from the community of nation,” Mr. Mohamed told the Somaliland 



 

 

News Agency (SOLNA) he went on to say I don’t know why the international community is 

turning a blind eye in Somaliland recognition however we shall never throw the towel even 

if it takes another 27 years without recognition. 

The Somaliland Independence Day is slated for 18th May 2018 but because it will coincide 

with the holy month of Ramadan it has been brought forward to 15th May 2018. The 

committee for preparation Independence Day said it will be celebrated this week on 

Tuesday. 

This year celebration slogan is *“Consultation and Unity Builds a Nation.”*Somaliland 

nationals in Europe, America and the Arabs world are in full gear for the preparations of 18th 

May 2018 celebration. Most of these Somalilanders will vouch for Somaliland recognition in 

their countries of residence. 

*We shall highlight you with the different metamorphosis Somaliland had to undergo to 

reach where it is today, Somaliland News Agency (SOLNA) has prepared in depth news to 

mark this auspice occasion. * 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/05/12/somaliland-why-is-the-international-

community-ignoring-a-miracle-country-in-the-horn-of-africa/ 
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Ethiopia Seeks Union With Neighbours To Quench Thirst For Sea Water 

On May 13, 2018  

The regional tour by the 

Ethiopian prime minister that 

took Dr. Abiy Ahmed to Djibouti, 

Sudan and Kenya demonstrated 

the extent of the country’s thirst 

for access to sea water. 

The chief of staff in the Ethiopian 

prime minister’s office, Fitsun Arega explained that Abiy’s visits to Ethiopia’s neighbours 

were geared towards creating a meaningful economic union. ‘‘Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and 

Sudan will now work towards a true economic union with joint investments and ownership 

of projects because our people’s shared prosperity and security depends on it,’‘ said Fitsun 

told The EastAfrican newspaper. Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Sudan will now work towards 

a true economic union with joint investments and ownership of projects because our 

people’s shared prosperity and security depends on it. 

Ethiopia signs more port deals 

Abiy made his first foreign trip as prime minister to Djibouti where he met president Omar 

Guelleh and the two leaders reached a deal for Ethiopia to take a stake in the Port of Djibouti. 

The port currently handles up to 95% of inbound trade for landlocked Ethiopia. The desire 

to cut reliance on this port, reduce congestion and cut costs is thought to be the reason 

behind this move to invest in the region’s ports, roads, railways and aviation projects. 

Djibouti had been seeking investors for its port since it terminated Dubai’s state-owned DP 

World’s concession to run the port two months ago, citing a failure to resolve a six-year 

contractual dispute. Ethiopia would give Djibouti the option of taking stakes in state owned 
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Ethiopian firms including the lucrative Ethiopian Airlines. The deal with Djibouti followed 

Ethiopia’s agreement to acquire a 19 percent stake in the Port of Berbera in the breakaway 

Somali region of Somaliland. 

Port Sudan and the Ethiopian Dam 

Abiy then headed to Sudan where he and president Omar Hassan al Bashir agreed a deal 

that will allow Ethiopia to have a stake in Port Sudan. “The leaders of both countries agreed 

to develop Port Sudan together,” said Meles Alem, spokesman of Ethiopia’s Foreign 

Ministry. The two leaders also agreed to develop the border town of Assosa including 

building a new railway line to facilitate movement of goods and people between the two 

countries. Sudan also announced that it would back Ethiopia’s construction of a $4billion 

dam on the Nile, which when completed will be Africa’s largest hydropower station. 

Reviving the Lamu Port deal in Kenya 

From Sudan, Abiy went to Kenya at the invitation of president Uhuru Kenyatta. Abiy revived 

a deal with the East African nation over Lamu port, where it will set up a logistics facility. 

“The Kenyan side will facilitate the formal acquisition of land at the Lamu port to be given to 

the Ethiopian government,” read a joint statement after the state visit. Ethiopia and Kenya 

who enjoy an elevated bilateral relations status will work on joint projects including railways 

and roads including developing the border town of Moyale into a joint city and economic 

zone. The two countries also agreed to finalise the Ethiopia-Kenya interconnection 

transmission line, and to jointly supervise and inspect the Lamu-Garissa-Isiolo-Moyale and 

Moyale-Hawassa-Addis Ababa road networks. The longest port Ethiopia could easily benefit 

from is that of neighbouring Eritrea but a diplomatic row has meant that relations between 

the two remain strained since Eritrea gained independence in the early 90s after a long 

armed struggle. 

Abiy in his inauguration speech pledged to improve relations between the two countries, in 

another indication that economic benefits would take priority over geopolitics. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/13/ethiopia-seeks-union-with-neighbours-to-

quench-thirst-for-sea-water/ 
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