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Hundreds gather in Mogadishu for Somalia’s review of its Federal 

Constitution  

Monday May 14, 2018 

The Prime Minister of Somalia, Hassan Ali 

Khaire, addresses participants during the 

launch of the national constitutional 

convention in Mogadishu on 13 May 2018.  

Mogadishu – Hundreds of representatives 

from Somali society are gathered today in 

the capital, Mogadishu, for the second day of a national constitutional convention, with the 

event marking the start of a review of Somalia’s federal constitution that will produce a new 

political charter for the Horn of Africa country by 2019. 

Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire opened the three-day convention on Sunday. It has drawn 

more than 350 delegates, among them members of the federal Parliament, and 

representatives of Somalia’s Federal Member States, religious leaders, civil society 

representatives and international partners. 

In his remarks, the Prime Minister said the government and the two houses of Parliament 

should finalize the review process and bequeath Somalia with a new constitution that 

reflects the aspirations of the entire nation. 

“I hereby confirm that my government has pledged $3 million for the constitution process 

to be finalized. This pledge should produce a Somalia-owned document, Somali thinking, and 

a new Somali unity that rebuilds the Somali nation we lost,” he said. 

Somalia is currently governed by a Provisional Constitution that was adopted in August 2012. 

The promulgation of a new and permanent constitution is expected before the country holds 

a ‘one-person, one-vote election’ in 2020. The review process will have to address a number 
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of unresolved constitutional issues such as the future status of Mogadishu and the sharing 

of powers and resources between the federal government and the Federal Member States. 

Mr. Khaire also called on the convention delegates and the Somali people to work together 

in a spirit of unity on a new constitution. 

The federal Minister of Constitutional Affairs, Abdirahman Hosh Jibril, reminded the 

assembled delegates that Somalia’s quest for a new constitution began at a peace 

conference held in the Djiboutian city of Arta in 2000. 

While the constitutional review process is scheduled to finish by the end of next year, 

Minister Hosh conveyed a plea from Federal President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed 

‘Farmaajo’ to expedite the process as much as possible. 

In his remarks at the event on Sunday, the Speaker of the federal Parliament’s Upper House, 

Abdi Hashi Abdullahi, called for a clear definition of responsibilities and powers in the federal 

constitution. 

“An inclusive constitution should be the foundation for rebuilding the government of 

Somalia,” the Speaker said. “And a federal constitution should clearly define the essential 

elements that are the pillars for rebuilding the country and implementing the federal system 

of government.” 

The convention was also addressed by the Chairperson of the Somali National Women 

Association, Batulo Sheikh Ahmed Gaballe, who hailed the opening of the gathering as “a 

great day” that was needed to prepare for the future of the Somali nation and government. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158080/hundreds_gather_in_mogadishu_for

_somalia_s_review_of_its_federal_constitution.aspx 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-regional-leaders-convene-

summit-in-baidoa 
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https://twitter.com/SomaliaNewsroom/status/995983073157308416 
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Somali Finance Ministry and IMF Meeting on New Currency concludes in 

Nairobi 

May 13, 2018 - Somalia’s finance 

minister, Abdirahman Beileh Duale 

said the country has passed a 

milestone in its effort to get the trust 

of international financial institutions. 

A five-day meeting between the 

ministry and officials from IMF and 

World Bank was concluded in Kenya’s capital city, Nairobi. 

The sides deeply discussed Somalia’s proposed currency printing which the country wants 

to be materialized within this year. 

Beileh said Somalia has passed the trust” factor with international creditors after the country 

worked around the clock to regain the faith of the IMF and World Bank. 

He noted that Somalia needs to be supported to move with the clearance of arrears 

sometime next year. 

The minister said Somalia concluded Staff Monitoring Programme  (SMP) with the 

International Finance Institution. 

He pointed out that Somalia is bound to ascertain its efforts to work closely with IMF and 

other partners in the process of debt relief. 

“We are concluding another successful SMP with the IMF. Somalia is committed to working 

with the IMF and all partners in achieving a speedy debt relief process under the HIPC 
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(Heavily Indebted Poor Countries) process. I’d like to thank all my colleagues, our President 

and PM as well as the IMF country team,” said Beileh in a twitter post. 

Beileh said development and reconstruction projects by the international donors will be 

channeled through the federal government. 

He said even if NGOs have to implement the projects, the government will set the priority 

and will monitor. 

In the first quarter of this year, the Somali government reported collecting $42.5 million in 

domestic revenue, the highest in a single quarter in recent history. 

In February this year, the government introduced a new 5 percent sales tax on businesses 

to further boost income. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/13/somali-finance-ministry-and-imf-meeting-on-new-

currency-concludes-in-nairobi/ 
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Somalia president, PM, congratulate Dr M on swearing in as 7th PM 

KUALA LUMPUR, May 14 (Bernama) -- The president and prime minister of Somalia have 

congratulated Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad for being sworn in as Malaysia's seventh prime 

minister. 

In separate letters to Dr Mahathir, President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed and Prime 

Minister Hassan Ali Khaire, said they believed relations between the two countries will 

continue to flourish under the new Pakatan Harapan government. 

"I am confident that under your leadership, our two countries can find ways to further 

strengthen the bilateral relationship," Mohamed said, according to a statement issued by 

the Somalian Embassy in Malaysia. 

Meanwhile, Hassan said, "On my part, I assure you of my commitment and that of the 

Federal Government of Somalia to work with you and together with the Government of 

Malaysia along the lines of brotherliness, cooperation and mutual respect." 

Somalia and Malaysia established diplomatic relations on Dec 17, 1960. 

http://www.bernama.com/en/world/news.php?id=1463901 
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China donates 1.5 mln USD to help flood-hit Somalis 

MOGADISHU, May 14 (Xinhua) -- The Chinese government on Monday donated 1.5 million 

U.S. dollars to assist Somalis affected by the raging floods that have displaced thousands of 

people across the Horn of Africa nation. 

Qin Jian, the Chinese Ambassador to Somalia who handed over the donation in Mogadishu, 

said such gesture demonstrates the deep friendship and brotherhood of the Chinese people 

to the Somalis during the difficult times. 

"The Chinese government has decided to provide 1.5 million dollars in cash to the Somalia 

government and people for humanitarian assistance to the Somali people affected by the 

floods," Qin said. 

He said in January Beijing provided some 6 million dollars with 72 containers of assorted 

goods to the Somali government as part of humanitarian assistance to the country. 

"We will provide further 1 million dollars worth of police uniform which will arrive in Somalia 

from China soon," he added. 

Ahmed Isse Awad, Somali Minister of foreign Affairs, who received the cash donation, lauded 

the Chinese government for providing such important assistance, saying it arrived at very 

crucial time following an international appeal for assurance by the president. 

"I thank the People's Republic of China for providing us this humanitarian assistance that 

came at the right time, we also thank Chinese Ambassador to Somalia for his active role 

here, ties between the two countries is deepening and we will expand areas of cooperation," 

Awad said. The Chinese assistance comes amid heavy rains pounding several parts of 

Somalia especially in central parts of the country. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-05/14/c_137178654.htm 
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WATCH: Mandera leaders want government to open Kenya-Somalia border 

for trade  

Monday May 14, 2018 

 

Mandera leaders, led by Mandera governor Ali Roba and his counterpart Mandera East Mp 

Omar Maalim Mohamed has called upon the government to open its border with Somalia to 

allow resumption of legitimate cross-border trade, saying that the Mandera county 

economy depends on Bulla Hawa Somalia.  

Speaking during closing ceremony of a Quran recitation competition in Mandera town, the 

leaders said the border closure is not serving its purpose when goods from Bulla Hawa, 

Somalia are still making their way to Mandera without being taxed and inspected for quality. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158070/watch_mandera_leaders_want_government_

to_open_kenya_somalia_border_for_trade.aspx 
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AU Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) Resolution and Meeting on UN Assistance 

Mission in Somalia (UNSOM)  

MON 14 MAY 2018 - Tomorrow (15 May), the Security Council is set to reauthorise the AU 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) until 31 July and to hold a briefing, followed by consultations, 

on the UN Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). The UN Special Representative and head 

of UNSOM, Michael Keating, and the AU Special Representative and head of AMISOM, 

Francisco Caetano José Madeira, will brief on the situation in Somalia, both via video-

teleconference.  

The AMISOM draft resolution, which is now in blue, consists of three operative paragraphs. 

It requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide a logistical support package for 

AMISOM and 70 AMISOM civilians, the 10,900 Somalia National Army on joint operations 

with AMISOM, and the UN Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). 

Resolution 2372 of 30 August 2017 requested the AU and the UN to conduct a joint 

comprehensive assessment of AMISOM’s concept of operations, which was to feed into the 

Council’s consideration of AMISOM’s reauthorisation this month. However, this assessment 

has been delayed, and it is now expected to be completed by 15 June. As a result, Council 

members are in general agreement that it is most prudent to adopt a “technical rollover” 

reauthorising AMISOM in order to allow for the consideration of the assessment report 

before a longer reauthorisation. Accordingly, the preamble of the resolution in blue 

recognises the importance of adequate time to consider the report’s recommendations and 

the need to extend the mission’s authorisation.  

An overarching issue pertaining to AMISOM is funding. This is expected to be at the core of 

discussions around AMISOM’s reauthorisation before the end of July. On 19 April, the 

Secretary-General transmitted to the Council a report on the future funding for AMISOM, 

which was prepared by the AU and UN Special Envoys on AMISOM Funding, Ramtane 
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Lamamra and Jean-Marie Guéhenno, respectively. The report, which has not been 

published, recommended that discussion on AMISOM and its funding be placed in the 

context of a broader international strategy for Somalia. It reiterated that assessed 

contributions remain the best long-term option for sustainable and predictable funding of 

the mission, but that, in the meantime, voluntary contributions should be pursued. The US 

in particular is opposed to the idea of assessed contributions for the funding of AMISOM, a 

non-UN mission.  

The government of Somalia has developed a transition plan for the Somali National Security 

Forces to take over security responsibilities from AMISOM. On 30 April, the AU Peace and 

Security Council met to discuss the transition plan and endorsed it in a communiqué. On 2 

May, an EU security summit on Somalia was held in Brussels, where the transition plan was 

discussed. A joint statement issued by Somali Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire and the 

Deputy Secretary of the European External Action Service, Pedro Serrano, stated that the 

Somalia Partnership Forum will meet in Brussels on 26 June to further discuss the plan and, 

among other things, make commitments to sustain progress in Somalia, including with 

regard to predictable funding for AMISOM and support for Somali security forces.  

Progress in implementing the transition plan will be of interest to Council members 

tomorrow, when the Council will also discuss UNSOM. Keating is likely to address the 

political situation in the country. Tensions between the speaker of parliament, Mohamed 

Osman Jawari, and President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed resulted in a standoff at the 

parliament on 4 April that threatened to turn violent. Allies of the president sought to put 

forward a no-confidence motion against Jawari, reflecting a longstanding dispute over the 

exercise of legislative and executive powers. Parliamentary police loyal to Jawari deployed 

inside the parliament to prevent a vote on the motion, while state security forces loyal to 

the president were stationed outside the building. The standoff ended peacefully after 

AMISOM intervened to encourage the sides to engage in dialogue. On 9 April, Jawari 

resigned ahead of another planned no-confidence vote. The recent UNSOM report of 2 May 

(S/2018/411) notes that the political crisis has led to renewed inter-clan tensions and 

distracted the government and the federal member states from carrying out preparatory 

work for the elections due to be held in 2020-2021, the support of which is integral to 

UNSOM’s mandate.  
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Council members will also be interested in updates on the security and humanitarian 

situations. The UNSOM report notes the volatile security situation in Somalia, particularly in 

light of increased Al-Shabaab activity since February. On the humanitarian situation, the 

report notes that the risk of famine has been reduced, although the situation is still dire. 

Some 5.4 million people, down from a peak of 6.2 million, are still in need of assistance, 

while the number of people in urgent need of life-saving assistance has dropped from 3.2 

million to 2.7 million. 

Another issue that may draw attention from Council members is the relationship between 

Somalia and the UAE. When the Council adopted resolution 2408 renewing UNSOM’s 

mandate in March, Somali Permanent Representative Abukar Dahir Osman strongly 

criticised the UAE for violating Somalia’s sovereignty, pointing to an agreement by the UAE-

based Dubai Ports World with the regional authority of Somaliland, and the UAE’s 

construction of a military base in Somaliland without the federal government’s consent. On 

8 April, Somali security services seized a $9.6 million cache of money at Mogadishu airport 

that had arrived from Abu Dhabi, further raising tensions. The cash was placed in Somalia’s 

central bank pending an investigation. The UAE asserted the money was to pay the salaries 

of Somali soldiers and trainees. The UAE has since ended its military training mission in 

Somalia and closed a hospital it operates in Mogadishu. Qatar and Turkey have reportedly 

offered to fill the void caused by the loss of military support. 

http://www.whatsinblue.org/2018/05/au-mission-in-somalia-amisom-resolution-and-

meeting-on-un-assistance-mission-in-somalia-unsom.php 
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Somalia assures AU and UN of its commitment to take over security 

responsibilities from AMISOM  

Senior officials from the 

Federal Government of 

Somalia, United Nations, 

African Union and other 

international partners at a 

joint AU-UN review meeting 

on the African Union Mission 

in Somalia (AMISOM) in 

Mogadishu on May 12 2018. 

AMISOM Photo / Ilyas Ahmed 

Mogadishu, 13 May 2018 – Somalia has assured a joint team from the African Union and the 

United Nations reviewing the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) of its commitment 

to assume security responsibilities as stipulated in the transition plan. 

Speaking at a high-level meeting attended by AU-UN joint review team, international 

partners, AMISOM Troop and Police Contributing Countries, held in Mogadishu, yesterday, 

the National Security Advisor of the Federal Government of Somalia, Abdisaid Musse Ali, 

asked the team not to judge the country by its past but what it is today and what it will be 

in future. 

Presenting the Federal Government of Somalia’s transition plan, Mr. Ali said there was 

political will from the highest office in the land and the government was ready to handle the 

country’s security. 

“The transition plan represents a significant change in the planning and delivery of security 

in Somalia. It’s not business as usual. For many years, Somalia has been grateful for the 
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strong support of our international partners which has allowed the country to make 

progress,” he added. 

The Advisor noted that the transition plan is aimed at securing Somalia, through the 

implementation of the security architecture developed and adopted by the government last 

year. 

The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (SRCC) for 

Somalia and Head of AMISOM, Ambassador Francisco Madeira, said the peacekeeping force 

had always had an exit strategy. 

The SRCC said AMISOM fully identified itself with the transition plan developed by the 

Federal Government of Somalia, with the help of development partners. 

“All the things that are showing up now, in this transition plan, were already at the centre of 

AMISOM’s action plan,” the SRCC said adding; “We need to build a state and building a state 

meant the Somalis needed to take responsibility not only of the military but also of the 

administration of the country.” 

He added that the peacekeeping force had envisaged the transition plan in driving out Al-

Shabaab in most places and rebuilding institutions that are now ready to be handed over to 

the Somali government. 

Ambassador Madeira said he had seen profound determination from the Federal 

Government of Somalia to take over the responsibilities currently being undertaken by 

AMISOM in the country. 

In his remarks, the Head of the United Nations Delegation to the Joint AU-UN Review of 

AMISOM, Walid Musa Abdelkarim, acknowledged that there had been significant political 

progress since the joint mission was in Somalia a year ago. 

“We now are convinced that the geopolitical position or status of Somalia is rising, increasing 

every day because of global events and therefore we will have this time a more serious tone 

in what we do,” Dr. Abdelkarim noted. 
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Ambassador Francisco Madeira 

(center), the Special Representative 

of the Chairperson of the African 

Union Commission (SRCC) for 

Somalia, speaks at a meeting of the 

African Union-United Nations joint 

review on the African Union Mission 

in Somalia (AMISOM) in Mogadishu 

on May 12 2018.  

Speaking at the meeting, the 

Head of the African Union Delegation to the Joint AU-UN Review of AMISOM, Maj-Gen. 

Francis Okello, said the continental body wants the transition plan presented by the Somali 

government to succeed. 

“We want this plan to succeed. And we’re sure that it will succeed because of the level of 

commitment,” said Maj-Gen Okello. 

His remarks were echoed by the Ugandan Ambassador to Somalia, Prof Sam Turyamuhika, 

who pledged the support of the Troop Contributing Countries in ensuring the plan succeeds. 

“We are here to help you (succeed). We have been doing it and those of you who have 

worked with us know that this is the spirit in which we came here,” Uganda’s ambassador 

added. 

The Head of the United Nations Support Office in Somalia (UNSOS), Lisa Filipetto, said this 

year’s joint AU-UN review is important because the transition plan offers a practical shift 

from the way things have been done. 

Ms. Filipetto said the review also comes at a time when important activities, expected to 

shape the hand over by AMISOM, are scheduled to take place. 

“There are a number of significant dates going forward. There’s this joint review. Already 

being mentioned is the Somali Partnership Forum in late June. So, this review will feed into 

Security Council considerations,” the Head of UNSOS observed. 
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Mr. Ali paid tribute to AMISOM soldiers, police and civilians for their commitment to 

Somalia, noting their presence remains critical as Somalia moves into the transition stage. 

The AU-UN joint review team is in Mogadishu meeting various stakeholders and will present 

its report to the United Nations Security Council ahead of a meeting to decide on the 

extension of AMISOM’s mandate which expires on May 31, 2018. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/somalia-assures-au-and-un-of-its-commitment-to-take-over-

security-responsibilities-from-amisom/ 
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Al-Shabaab announce defection of Jubaland official  

Monday May 14, 2018 

Hassan Kheyre Hussein defected from 

the Jubaland government. 

Kismayo (HOL) - Al-Shabaab officials 

in Middle Jubba have announced the 

defection of a Jubaland official to the 

militant insurgency group. 

The official, who has been identified 

as Hassan Kheyre Hussein, is believed 

to be part of the Jubaland military contingent that received training outside Somalia. 

Hussein, who defected with his military issued weapon, swore an oath of allegiance to Al-

Shabaab. 

Al-Shabaab militants have displayed high-profile defections as part of their propaganda 

campaign in the past.   

However, the insurgent group has been dealt several heavy blows by the Somali 

government’s push to attract Al-Shabaab defectors. So far, the amnesty program has lured 

regional commanders, a powerful warlord and the head of intelligence to the government 

side. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158078/al_shabaab_announce_defection_of

_jubaland_official.aspx 
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PM Khaire takes security tour of Mogadishu ahead of Ramadan  

Monday May 14, 2018 

PM Khaire surveys the security operation in 

Mogadishu ahead of the holy month of 

Ramadan. Al-Shabaab militants have 

historically stepped up attacks during 

Ramadan. 

Mogadishu (HOL) - Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire, the Minister of Security and military 

officials inspected parts of Mogadishu on Sunday evening ahead of the holy month of 

Radaman. 

The PM and Security officials were inspecting checkpoints and military bases to ensure that 

Mogadishu and Banadir residents are kept safe while they fast. 

Abukar Islow Duale, the Minister of Security spoke briefly with media, telling them that they 

were on a routine inspection of security operations in the capital. 

In the past, Al-Qaeda linked Al-Shabaab have warned that they will ramp up attacks during 

the holy month of Ramadan which is expected to begin this week. 

Police in Kenya have also issued a warning to the general public to remain vigilant against 

terrorist attacks during Ramadan. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158075/pm_khaire_takes_security_tour_of_

mogadishu_ahead_of_ramadan.aspx 
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https://twitter.com/HarunMaruf/status/995957554466512896 
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Somali Govt Soldier Shoots Dead Mogadishu Bajaaj Operator 

On May 14, 2018  

 

A tri-cycle taxi operator was on Monday shot dead by a  Somalia National Army soldier in 

the capital Mogadishu in unclear circumstances, Radio Dalsan reports. 

The incident occurred in Zoobe junction in the Hodan district. An eyewitness told Radio 

Dalsan that the tri-cylce taxi operator was shot when the soldier fired to decongest the road 

and allow a military vehicle access. 

Police have launched an investigation in to the shooting. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/14/somali-govt-soldier-shoots-dead-

mogadishu-bajaaj-operator/ 
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https://twitter.com/i_dossier/status/996094454128889857 
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Puntland and Somaliland exchange mortar fire near Tukaraq  

May 14, 2018 - Puntland and 

Somaliland exchange mortar fire near 

Tukaraq. [File Photo]Garowe-

(Puntland Mirror) The forces of 

Puntland and Somaliland have 

exchanged mortar fire on Monday 

morning near Tukaraq village of Sool region, a Puntland military source, who requested 

anonymity, told Puntland Mirror. 

Firstly, Somaliland fired mortar shells after Puntland forces made advance on the area. 

Puntland military source said they have fired back. 

However, the situation on the ground is calm, the source added. 

The escalation came after UN envoy to Somalia Michael Keating paid a visit to Garowe and 

Hargeisa and met with the leaders of Puntland and Somaliland to try his latest efforts to end 

the military stand-off between the two sides. 

http://puntlandmirror.net/puntland-somaliland-exchange-mortar-fire-near-tukaraq/ 
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Life inside a UPDF camp in Somalia 

Monday, 14 May 2018 - Life as a soldier 

involves fighting and requires patience, if 

any force is to emerge victorious. But as 

our gallant soldiers sacrifice to secure Somalia, few people know what kind of life they lead. 

The Nile Post took a tour of Celijalle, one of the forward operating bases of the UPDF in 

Somalia and documented the experiences of soldiers living there. During interviews, some 

soldiers recounted the long periods of time spent sitting in camps waiting for their chance 

to fight. While in camps, soldiers actually hear the sounds of war and battle from nearby and 

became restless and want to go and fight. “It is tense and you are anxious. You don’t know 

when you will be called to take part in the action,” said one of the soldiers. But quite often, 

many outside the camp, and back home, assume that the living conditions for the UPDF 

soldiers in Somalia are pathetic. The Celijalle base in Somalia hosts over 200 UPDF 

soldiers.  Here, you will find a group of Somali youth who take time off to socialise, by 

engaging in leisure football matches. A few meters away from the football pitch, is the UPDF 

base. The soldiers do all sorts of work ranging from cleaning water pumps to supplying water 

within. Inside the camp is a unique kitchen. It is a movable kitchen, stationed outside within 

what they have designated as a kitchen area and another mini kitchen inside. Major Yosam 

Birigwa the head of logistics at this camp explains that the food cooked in this camp is 

brought every 23 days and is provided by the United Nations. This food is stored in four 

different sections depending on the type of food. However transportation of the food 

remains the biggest challenge, due to the insecurity along the different routes. This camp, 

just like any other forward operating bases, is equipped with a maintenance section, which 

mainly deals with breakdown of equipment within the camp. So even with gunshots once in 

a while and attacks from the Al-Shabaab, the UPDF soldiers on mission enjoy a bit of comfort 

as they fight to secure Somalia. 

http://businessguideafrica.com/life-inside-a-updf-camp-in-somalia/ 
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German authorities charge suspected al-Shabab member 

May 14  - BERLIN — German authorities have charged a Somali man who allegedly was a 

member of the foreign extremist group al-Shabab and is accused of attempted murder and 

assistance to murder. 

Federal prosecutors said Monday that 20-year-old, identified only as Abduqaadir A., joined 

the group in 2012 in Mogadishu, and was trained to use pistols and hand grenades. During 

his training, he accompanied other al-Shabab members to a mosque where they 

assassinated a person with three shots to the head. 

He was later assigned to kill a Somali government employee with the help of another group 

member at a restaurant. There, he shot several times at the man, wounding but not killing 

him. He was therefore arrested by al-Shabab until he managed to flee in October 2012. 

Prosecutors say the accused came to Germany in June 2014, and was arrested in February. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/german-authorities-charge-suspected-al-

shabab-member/2018/05/14/6af667e4-5752-11e8-9889-

07bcc1327f4b_story.html?utm_term=.60da514c4bc9 
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Former Somalia envoy to UN Abdulrahim Farah passes on at 99  

May 14, 2018  

Abdulrahim Abby Farah (left) of Somalia, 

Chairman of the Committee, conversing 

with Ralph J. Bunche, Under-Secretary-

General for Special Political Affairs. At 

centre is F. Y. Chai, Committee Secretary. 

October 25, 1968.  

Former Somali Permanent Representative to the UN Abdulrahim Abby Farah has passed on 

at the age of 99. 

Farah who rose to be one of the most respected diplomats in the UN served in various 

capacities building his career before independence and became director of information 

services by 1961. 

Farah was appointed ambassador to Ethiopia between 1961 and 65 before being appointed 

permanent representative to the UN in 1965. The diplomat would later serve in various 

diplomatic roles in the UN including as Assistant Secretary-General for Special Political 

Questions between 1973 and 1978. 

In 1998, Farah founded Partnership to Strengthen African Grassroots Organizations 

(PaSAGO). 

http://goobjoog.com/english/former-somalia-envoy-to-un-abdulrahim-farah-passes-on-at-

99/ 
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Mali: l’UE prolonge le mandat de sa mission militaire et l’étend à la force du 

G5 Sahel  

14 mai 2018   

  

Réinstallation de la porte d`une mosquée à 

Tombouctou. Une porte d`une mosquée de 

Tombouctou, détruite en 2012 par les jihadistes 

dans cette ville du nord du Mali et restaurée 

sous la supervision de l`Unesco, a été 

réinstallée. 

Bruxelles, 14 mai 2018 (AFP) - L'Union européenne a prolongé lundi de deux ans le mandat 

de l'EUTM, sa mission militaire au Mali et l'a étendu à la formation de la force mise en place 

par cinq pays du Sahel pour combattre les jihadistes, a annoncé le conseil des 

gouvernements européens dans un communiqué. 

Son budget a été pratiquement doublé à 59,7 millions d'euros pour la période du 19 mai 

2018 au 18 mai 2020, contre 33,4 millions d'euros pour la précédente période de deux ans. 

L'EUTM Mali, qui compte quelque 600 personnes, réunit des militaires européens de 27 pays 

placés sous le commandement du général espagnol Enrique Millan Martinez depuis le 31 

janvier 2018. Les militaires européens déployés au Mali ne sont pas destinés à participer à 

des missions de combat et n'accompagnent pas les unités maliennes dans les opérations, a 

précisé l'EUTM. 

Elle a été lancée en février 2013, dans la foulée de l'opération militaire française pour 

chasser les jihadistes qui contrôlaient le nord du Mali. 
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La mission de l'EUTM est de remettre sur pied une armée malienne sous-entraînée et sous-

équipée en apportant une expertise dans la préparation opérationnelle, le soutien 

logistique, le renseignement et la formation des unités combattantes sur le camp de 

Koulikoro (60 km au nord-est de Bamako). L'hôtel de Bamako réquisitionné pour l'EUTM a 

été attaqué le 20 mars 2016.  

L'attentat a fait 20 morts, ainsi que deux assaillants. "La zone d'engagement de la mission a 

été étendue jusqu'à la boucle du Niger et inclut également les villes de Gao et Tombouctou", 

selon l'EUTM. La vaste région du nord du Mali était tombée en mars-avril 2012 sous la coupe 

de groupes jihadistes liés à Al-Qaïda. 

Ils ont été dispersés et en grande partie chassés après une intervention militaire 

internationale, qui se poursuit actuellement. 

Mais des zones échappent encore au contrôle des forces nationales et internationales, 

malgré la signature en mai-juin 2015 d'un accord de paix entre le gouvernement, les groupes 

qui le soutiennent et l'ex-rébellion à dominante touareg afin d'isoler les jihadistes. 

La force du G5 Sahel est pour sa part composée de 5.000 soldats du Mali, du Niger, de 

Mauritanie, du Burkina Faso et du Tchad. Elle est soutenue par la force militaire française 

antijihadiste au Sahel Barkhane. 

http://news.abamako.com/h/188825.html 
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