
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Union Training Mission 

Somalia 

 

 

PRESS SUMMARY 

17th May 2018 

 

“In ‘Media’ stat virtus” 



 

Somalia, Turkey discuss ways to boost cooperation 

May 15, 2018  

Somalia Deputy Prime Minister, Mahdi 

Mohamed Guled held talks with his Turkish 

counterpart, Recep Akdeğ o.n Monday 

The leaders discussed wide range issues 

including education, bilateral relations, and 

cooperation. Guleid who is in Ankara on tour 

of duty said he discussed with Akdağ on means to strengthen the relations between Somali 

and Turkish governments. “During my tour of duty in Ankara, I met with the deputy Prime 

Minister of the Republic of Turkey. We discussed on the bilateral relations, cooperation on 

economy, trade, and education,” said Guleid. In January, Guleid signed an agreement to 

boost Somalia-Turkey strategic economic partnership with Recep Akdeğ. The agreement 

was meant to cement the relations between the countries. 

During the signing of the deal in January, Akdeğ said Turkey’s investment in Somalia stands 

is over $100 million. “This figure forms a foundation to start bigger cooperation in the days 

to come,” said Akdağ. He predicted that the bilateral trade volume would rise to $200 million 

from about $120 million in 2016. 

Previously, the countries also inked a memorandum of understanding on fishing and 

fisheries, signed by Turkey’s Food, Agriculture and Livestock Minister Ahmet Esref Fakibaba 

and Somalia’s Fisheries and Marine Resources Minister Abdirahman Mohamed Abdi. Turkey 

and Somalia have enjoyed long friendly relations, as Turkey invested in many sectors to help 

modernize Mogadishu, the capital of the Horn of Africa country. 

http://radioshabelle.com/somalia-turkey-discuss-ways-to-boost-cooperation/ 
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Qatar, IGAD Sign Deal To Support Horn of Africa 

On May 16, 2018 - QATAR 

Charity (QC) signed a 

memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with 

the Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development 

(IGAD) to enhance 

cooperation in the field of 

emergency relief, humanitarian assistance and sustainable development in the Horn of 

Africa. 

Signed in the presence of the UN Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy, Dr Ahmed al 

Meraikhi, it is a strategic partnership agreement aiming at completing relief and 

development projects implemented by QC’s field offices in East Africa. 

Dr Meraikhi expressed his pleasure at attending the signing of the MoU, which according to 

him, would strengthen the UN approaches to bridge the gap between relief and 

development. 

QC’s Chief Executive Officer Yousif bin Ahmed al Kuwari said:”We welcome cooperation with 

regional and international institutions in the field of relief, humanitarian assistance and 

development. QC and IGAD will cooperate on issues of common concern, including providing 

services and implementing humanitarian projects within the framework of the overall 

objectives and sectors of mutual interest.” 

He pointed out that Qatar Charity affirms its keenness to ensure the success of this 

partnership in order to achieve the agreed goals, which include alleviating the suffering of 

the affected people, contributing to restoring peace and social harmony in the countries 

affected by the conflicts in the IGAD region, advocacy of humanitarian and development 

issues and capacity-building and focusing on sustainable development programmes in 
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education, culture, health, water and sanitation, production, food security, alternative 

livelihoods, fisheries, livestock, dry-land farming and others. 

IGAD’s Executive Secretary Mahboub Maalem said:”I am delighted to have signed this MoU 

with an institution known for its great capabilities to carry out the humanitarian and 

development work.” 

He pointed out that the both parties would consult on the selection of partners in countries 

where there is no field office for any of them, and that IGAD undertakes to use existing 

structures in member states with a view to completing any project agreed upon by both 

parties. 

Based on the MoU, the IGAD will focus on a number of interventions, the most important of 

which are the production and food security sectors, including alternative livelihoods, 

fisheries, livestock, dryland agriculture and food and climate early warning, as well as trade, 

investment, financial integration, infrastructure, support services and cooperation among 

member states, Maalem added. 

In accordance with the MoU, IGAD’s expertise might be sought by Qatar Charity, if needed. 

Both parties also agreed to provide funding from their own sources or from their strategic 

partners and donors for the implementation of projects as well as they agreed to consult 

immediately in case of emergencies with the aim of coordination of a common response. 

Emergency cooperation includes the use of the partners’ network for emergency relief and 

assistance. 

IGAD, based in Djibouti, is a regional integration institution comprising Djibouti, Eritrea, 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Southern Sudan and Uganda, and promotes cooperation 

among member states through the implementation of common policies and programmes 

aimed at achieving development. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/16/qatar-igad-sign-deal-to-support-horn-of-africa/ 
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State leaders urge Fed. Govt to resolve UAE row  

May 16, 2018  

Regional leaders meeting in Baydhabo 

urged the Federal Government to 

resolve dispute with UAE.  

Regional state leaders have called 

on the Federal Government to 

resolve the row with the UAE 

noting the dispute would pose 

serious security and economic 

threats to the country. 

In a communique released Wednesday following a three days meeting in Baydhabo, the 

capital of South West State, leaders of the four administrations said also accused the 

government of taking sides in the dispute. 

“The Council expresses concern over the worsening relations between the Federal 

Government and the United Arab Emirates and Somalia which the government has chosen 

to take sides,” the leaders under the Council of Cooperation umbrella said. 

The remarks come amid an ongoing row between Somalia and UAE which started last June 

after Somalia declared it would maintain a neutral stance in the Gulf Crisi. However regional 

administrations chose to stick with the UAE-Saudi axis and are now accusing the Federal 

Government of ‘doublespeak’. While arguing for neutrality, Jubbaland leader Ahmed 

Madobe last week upon arrival from Abu Dhabi, the Federal Government is in bed with 

Qatar.’ 
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But despite calling for a truce, the regional states maintain entrenched relations with UAE 

which has in the recent months hosted all state leaders at different times. Puntland has 

fought against the termination of military support by the UAE noting it would adversely 

affect security of the country and particularly Puntland. 

The statement from the leaders also comes as President Mohamed Farmaajo is still in Qatar 

for a second visit since he came to office last February. The Qatari government pledged a 

$200 million roads construction support for Somalia last year linking the capital Mogadishu 

and Afgoye in Lower Shabelle region. Planning Minister Gamal Hassan and his Health 

counterpart Fawziya Abikar said Tuesday they had inked deals with their Qatari counterparts 

on several projects. Hassan added the Qatari government would implement earlier agreed 

projects. 

The state leaders also called on the government to ‘immediately end interference on state 

politics’ warning such interference would be tantamount to stability and security. Both levels 

of government, the CIC said should focus efforts in fighting terrorism. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/state-leaders-urge-fed-govt-to-resolve-uae-row/ 
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Former Shabaab defector kills policeman, escapes with gun in Belet-Hawo  

May 16, 2018 - A 

former Al-Shabaab 

militant who defected 

to government in 

February and was later 

posted as an 

immigration official 

Tuesday killed a police 

officer and escaped 

with his gun in Belet-Hawo in southwestern Somalia. 

The man, identified as Abdi Yare Hassan was the head of Al-Shabaab operations in Bardhere 

and Saakow areas before handing himself in to authorities in February. Goobjoog News 

correspondent in Bardhere region said the man had been taken to Kismayu and later 

transferred to Belet Hawo to serve in the immigration department. 

The official is said to have gone out with a police officer for patrol Tuesday night and later in 

the night killed him and went away with his AK 47. Sources told Goobjoog News the Hassan 

rejoined Al-Shabaab fighters whom he had linked up with ahead of last night’s incident. 

There have been demonstrations in Belet-Hawo as locals accuse the man who is said to have 

stood for and recommended Hassan for the position. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/former-shabaab-defector-kills-policeman-escapes-with-gun-in-belet-

hawo/ 
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Security forces kill eleven protesters in Somali region of Ethiopia 

ESAT News (May 16, 2018) 

Somali region Liyou 

police and militia in 

Eastern Ethiopia have 

shot and killed eleven 

people yesterday as 

protest against the 

regional president and 

his administration 

intensified. The killings 

took place in the towns of Bussa and Lagahida in Fiik zone. Nine of the victims are women. 

Three members of one family were also among the victims. So far, twenty lives have been 

lost in the month long protest in the Somali region of Ethiopia. Residents accused that Somali 

region Liyou police and militia have perpetrated the killings on orders of the regional 

president Abdi Illey, whom they accused of corruption, nepotism and abuse of power. Abdi 

Illey dissolve the regional cabinet a month ago and replaced all positions with his relatives 

and clan members drawing protest and condemnation all across the Somali region. Protests 

have gained momentum since last week after an activist, a woman, was allegedly hanged to 

death in Kabr Dahar by forces aligned with Abdi Illey. Taysiir Mohammed was an activist and 

a representative of Women in Kabri Dahar. Over one thousand protesters have so far been 

detained in the month long protest. Illey, who is accused of maladministration, has allegedly 

kept close ties with corrupt army generals engaged in contraband trade. Protesters are 

calling Mr. Illey to step down. 

https://ethsat.com/2018/05/security-forces-kill-eleven-protesters-in-somali-region-of-ethiopia/  
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United Nations calls for immediate end to fighting and dialogue following 

clashes between ‘Somaliland’ and Puntland forces in Tukaraq 

PRESS STATEMENT 05/2018 

The United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia, Michael Keating, 

joins the country’s President Mohamed Abdullahi “Farmaajo” in calling for an immediate 

cessation of hostilities between ‘Somaliland’ and Puntland forces following recent fighting 

in the Tukaraq area of the Sool region. 

The United Nations urges both sides to engage in dialogue to work towards a ceasefire and 

political agreement. 

It also emphasizes the enormous risks posed by the fighting. These range from the possible 

displacement of tens of thousands of people – at a time when humanitarian needs are 

already outstripping available funds – to fuelling instability and discord, which support the 

objectives of violent extremists. 

The Special Representative encourages the authorities of ‘Somaliland’ and Puntland to 

urgently seek a peaceful solution to their differences. 

https://unsom.unmissions.org/united-nations-calls-immediate-end-fighting-and-dialogue-

following-clashes-between-%E2%80%98somaliland%E2%80%99-and 
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Dozens die in fighting between two Somali states over disputed land 

GAROWE, Somalia (Reuters) - Dozens of people have been killed in clashes between troops 

of Somalia’s breakaway region of Somaliland and its semi-autonomous region of Puntland, 

medical workers and military officials from both sides said on Wednesday.  

Puntland and Somaliland have been engaged in conflict over the disputed Sool region for 

more than 10 years. People who live there are divided over which side to back.  

The two sides engaged in fierce fighting on Tuesday over the ownership of Tuka Raq village, 

which had been seized by Somaliland last month. The village is close to Garowe, the capital 

of Puntland.  

“Yesterday, 45 dead soldiers and dozens of others injured were brought in. Three people 

died of their wounds today including two Somaliland military officers,” Farah Said, a doctor 

at Lasanod town, told Reuters on Wednesday.  

Puntland, which claimed to have seized the village that was fought over, said it had lost 18 

of its soldiers.  

Said Mohamed, a doctor at Garowe hospital, told Reuters that 21 injured people had been 

brought in on Tuesday. “Two of them died of their wounds today,” he said.  

Residents reported sporadic shelling in the area of the fighting on Wednesday, as rain and 

burials for the dead kept a lid on military activities.  

Somalia’s President Mohamed Abdullahi urged elders and civil society groups on Tuesday to 

mediate between the two states and end the violence.  

https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-somalia-fighting/dozens-die-in-fighting-between-two-somali-

states-over-disputed-land-idUKKCN1IH2CU?rpc=401& 
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Somaliland:Minister of Information Talks about Somaliland Army Victory 

against Puntland Militia 

05/16/2018  

Somalilandsund:The minister of 

information culture and national 

guidance Mr.Abdirahman 

Abdillahi Farah (GuriBarwaqo) 

who is the official government of 

Somaliland spokesperson has 

spoken about the aggression and 

military incursions by the Federal 

Republic of Somalia into Somaliland eastern region territory of Sool. The Somaliland army 

repulsed the aggressors from Puntland administered region of Somalia. This is according to 

news disbursed by Somaliland News Agency (SOLNA). 

The minister stated that since president Musa was democratically elected to office the rag 

tag Somalia Federation has started a campaign to tarnish Somaliland reputation as a bastion 

of peace and prosperity by constantly sending militias to wreck havoc on Somaliland’s 

tranquility. 

Since the start of this year the Federal Government of Somalia administered region of 

Puntland has violated the sanctity of Somaliland sovereignty by attacking her territory 25 

times. 

For instance on 14th May 2018 on the southern flanks of Tukaraq hamlet the Puntland militia 

in a surprise raid attacked Somaliland Army personnel stationed at the front line. The army 
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chief general Nuuh Taani confirmed that the Puntland militia were slapped on the face by 

the bold Somaliland army. 

The Puntland administration was trying to capitalize on Somaliland festive atmosphere of 

her 27th anniversary of her independence to attack in the wee hours of 15th May 2018 from 

the eastern and southern flanks of Tukaraq village. After a protracted war that took less 

twenty minutes Somaliland army killed many Puntland militias and captured several. As we 

went to press six armored mounted vehicles and a tank shad been captured from the enemy 

forces. 

The government of Somaliland through a press release by the minister of information 

Mr.Guri Barwaqo urges the international community to be wary of the Federal government 

of Somalia propaganda campaign, claiming Somaliland attacked it. 

Somaliland government always promotes good neighborhood however it will never 

entertain constant interferences and attacks from Puntland administered region of Somalia. 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/05/16/somalilandminister-of-information-talks-

about-somaliland-army-victory-against-puntland-militia/ 
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The Aggression of Federal Somalia against Somaliland Republic 

16th May, 2018  - On the dawn of May 15, 2018, the armed forces of Federal Somalia waged 

unexpected attack on Somaliland Republic armed forces based at Tuka-raq. Somalia’s forces 

attacked through the front of Puntland Administration of Federal Somalia whilst Somaliland 

Republic was busy celebrating its 27th anniversary of regaining its independence from 

Somalia achieved on June 26, 1960. Somaliland forces repelled the attacks and inflicted 

heavy losses on the invading enemy forces. 

The land of Harti People in Sool and Eastern Sanaag is located within Somaliland British 

colonial borders. It is integral and inseparable part of independent Somaliland. Thus, there 

is no “disputed land or territories” in Somaliland as some may claim preposterously. 

Somaliland does not accept the idea of “disputed land in Somaliland” as any other African 

country would not accept to call part of its territory “disputed land”. 

Puntland Administration of Federal Somalia dreams to reunite Harti people, sub-clan of 

Darod, of Somaliland, Somalia, and Ethiopia to create Harti country in the Horn of Africa. 

Would the United Nations or Africa accept to create Fulani country by reuniting the Fulanis 

of Mali, Nigeria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon or Tuareg country by reuniting the Tuaregs of 

Senegal, Nigeria, Mali, and Niger? The answer is: No. likewise, Africa would never accept 

that the Puntland Administration of Federal Somalia reunite Hartis of Somaliland, Somalia 

and Ethiopia to create tribal crisis in the Horn of Africa. There is no country in Africa or in 

any other continent whose population is based on single clan or lineage as Puntland 

Administration of Somalia claims blindly. 

If the United Nations or Organization of African Union do not respect and recognize 

Somaliland borders, emerging from colonial borders as any other African country, then the 

territorial integrity of each African country would be questionable and would be at risk of 

dispute and continental disintegration through endless clan wars. 
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The political map of Africa that shows its independent countries had not been made by 

United Nations, by African Union, or by African nations. It is the result of the European 

Colonial Occupation that invaded African Continent at the end of the 19th century and 

divided it up into territories with colonial borders for their own political sphere of influence. 

When leaving Africa, mainly in the 1960s, the Europeans based the independence and 

diplomatic recognition of all African emerging countries including Somaliland on their 

colonial borders inherited from the colonial powers. The borders of African independent 

states had been drawn by the colonial powers of Europe at the end of the 19th century, 

mainly during The Partition of Africa held in Berlin in 1884. Likewise, all the current borders 

of Asia and South America also emerged from colonial borders drawn mainly by Britain, 

France, and Spain and were all recognized too on their colonial borders. 

Somaliland is located in the Horn of Africa. It lies between the 08°00′ – 11°30′ parallel North 

of the Equator and between 42°30′ – 49°00′ Meridian East of Greenwich. It is bordered by 

the Red Sea to the North, Djibouti to the West, Ethiopia to the South, and Somalia to the 

East. Somaliland has a coastline with the majority lying along the Gulf of Aden (Red Sea). The 

country is slightly larger than England, with an area of 137, 600 km² (53,100 sq. miles) and 

with population around 4 millions. 

According to the unique history of the continent 

of Africa, an African country is recognized as an 

independent nation when it meets or fulfills the 

following four (4) requirements: 

1. That it is colonized separately 

2. That it has its own colonial borders 

3. That it has official proclamation of 

independence granted by the colonizing power 

on specific date 

4. That it Fulfills the Montevideo Convention 

Requirements on the Rights and Duties of States held on December 26, 1933 which stated 
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that the state as a person of international law should possess the following qualifications: 

1. a permanent population 

2. a defined country 

3. a government 

4. a capacity to enter into relations with the other states. 

Somaliland has perfectly fulfilled the four required conditions to be recognized as 

independent country and that is why it was recognized on June 26, 1960 by the United 

Nations and many countries of the international community 

The borders of Somalia, Somaliland, Djibouti or any other Africa country have the same 

international status and legitimacy because they all had been drawn by European Colonial 

powers. Anyone who opposes the legitimacy of Somaliland borders, its statehood, its 

independence, and its diplomatic recognition is challenging the borders and sovereignty of 

all African independent states (54 states) whose borders also rose from their colonial 

borders. 

African borders are based on land only and not on lineage or clans. There are no clan borders 

or clan states in Africa or anywhere else in this world. There are only national land-based 

borders in Africa whose nations consist of many tribes or clans that share common borders 

and sovereignty. 

The following African clans clearly show of how same African clans are distributed over 

different countries. The inhabitance or residence of some African clans is as follows: 

1. Fulani Clan: This clan inhabits in Mali, Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon etc. 

2. Tuareg Clan: This clan has inhabitance in Senegal, Nigeria, Mali, Niger etc. 

3. Lunda Clan: This clan inhabits in Congo, Zambia, and Angola. 

4. Yoruba Clan: This clan has inhabitance in Nigeria, Benin, and Togo. 

5. Maasai Clan: This clan resides in Kenya, and Tanzania. 
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6. Afar Clan: This clan inhabits in Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Djibouti 

7. Gabooye Clan: This clan inhabits in Somaliland, Somalia, Ethiopia 

8. Berber Clan: This clan has inhabitance in Morroco, Tunisia, Libya, Algeria. 

9. Isaaq Clan: This clan inhabits in Somaliland, Ethiopia, Kenya, Djibouti 

10. Samaroon Clan: This tribe inhabits in Somaliland, Ethiopia, and Djibouti. 

11. Hawiye Clan: This clan inhabits in Somalia, Kenya, and Ethiopia. 

12. Darood Clan: This clan inhabits in Somalia, Somaliland, Kenya, Ethiopia 

13. Rahanwein Clan: This clan has inhabitance in Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya. 

14. Essa Clan: This clan inhabits in Djibouti, Ethiopia, and Somaliland. 

The internal security, stability, and peace of Africa rest on respecting, recognizing, and 

implementing its current borders that rose from colonial borders. If an African country would 

claim the clan and its land located in another African country, the continent would fall to 

endless devastating, bloody clan wars, violence and anarchy. The African continent would 

not exist as we know it today. The peace and stability of African states depend on respecting 

and recognizing colonial borders. United Nations and African Union should not allow any 

country like Somalia or any other country to redraw African colonial borders to avoid the 

danger of plunging the continent into endless clan wars and anarchy. 

African Union and African leaders claim that if Somaliland is recognized, it will shift or change 

the borders of current African independent states inherited from colonial powers leading to 

instability and political unrest in Africa. If that claim were true, why did not the recognition 

of South Sudan and Eritrea change the borders of Africa and cause instability and political 

unrest in African continent? Senegal and Gambia founded federation or union in February 

1982 calling it 

Senegambia. That union was dissolved in September 1989 after disagreement and each 

country regained its original independence and diplomatic recognition without changing the 

borders of Africa. So, why denying Somaliland of regaining that independence and 
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recognition it had before the union with Somalia? Somaliland diplomatic recognition does 

not need any approval from Somalia as any other African country did not need approval of 

its independence and diplomatic recognition from any other African country. 

Somaliland is not a secessionist or breakaway region from Somalia but Somaliland just 

withdrew from the union with Somalia after Somalia grossly violated the union and 

committed injustices and atrocities in Somaliland between 1960-1991. If Nyanza Province of 

Kenya, or Arusha Region of Tanzania, or Puntland province of Somalia break away from their 

own respective countries, that 

would be secessionists, separatists, or breakaways and that would change or shift the 

colonial borders of Africa inherited from colonial powers and that would create instability 

and political unrest in the continent of Africa because these provinces share history and 

colonial borders with their own countries. 

The declaration of Organization of African Unity (O.A.U) in 1964 on African Borders was the 

formal acceptance of the existing colonial borders inherited from colonial powers on which 

independence and recognition of each African country were based including Somaliland. 

That declaration had nothing to do with unifications, federations, and unions between two 

or more African countries like the failed union between Somaliland and Somalia formed 

unthoughtfully and hastily in 1960. A union or federation could be dissolved anytime if the 

sides disagree each restoring and retaining its original independence and borders. That 

declaration reinforces the rightful claim of Somaliland to be recognized as independent 

nation based on its colonial borders. That declaration does not prevent Somaliland from 

withdrawing from the union with Somalia and restoring its independence and diplomatic 

recognition achieved on June 26, 1960. If Uganda and Kenya share union today and after 

some time they disagree and dissolve that union, each would still be independent, 

recognized nation on its own colonial borders 

Somaliland and Somalia are not the first two countries in this world whose union dissolved 

or ceased to exist. The Soviet Union that had 15 Socialist Republics created by the Bolshevik 

Revolution led by Lenin in 1917 broke up after social upheavals and political discontent 

ended its existence peacefully in 1989 with new countries emerging from it such as Georgia, 

Ukraine, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia etc. They are all recognized by the 
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UN and international community on the basis of their original borders existing before the 

union. The federation of former Republic of Yugoslavia that had 8 countries broke up too 

after bloody civil wars between 1991-1995 and new countries such as Serbia, Croatia , 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo etc. emerged from its ashes. All these countries are also 

recognized diplomatically too for their original borders existing before the federation. This 

shows that the unity among countries that share a union is not sacred anymore if they have 

disagreement. So, Somaliland Republic deserves international diplomatic recognition based 

on its British colonial borders. 

The United Nations and Africa Union must condemn the aggression of Federal Somalia 

against Somaliland Republic on May 15, 2018 to assure the stability and peace of Africa. 

The Federal Somalia is sternly warned that peace and good neighborly relations between 

Somaliland Republic and Federal Somalia will only depend on respecting and recognizing the 

border between Somaliland and Somalia. 

Ibrahim Hassan Gagale 

https://qarannews.com/the-aggression-of-federal-somalia-against-somaliland-republic/ 
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Somaliland President "18 May is the fruit of the historic decision made by the 

Somaliland Consultative Conference in Burao in 1991. "  

Tuesday May 15, 2018 in by Abdikarim Saed Salah  

Madaxweynaha Somaliland Md Muuse Biixi Cabdi  

Hargeysa (Horseednews.com) The Speach Of 

Somaliland President Muse Bihi Abdi On The 

Somaliland National Day in 2018 27 years After 

Somaliland independent  

Bismillah Rahman Rahim; 

Greetings: 

First, I greet you: 

Ø Public and armed forces of the Republic, wherever they are. 

I also congratulate the honorable and dignified guests of the United Nations. 

President Dahir Rayale Kahin 

Ø Former Vice President 

Ø Council of Ministers of the two Houses 

Ø UCID Party Chairman 

Ø Government Officers 
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The international delegations from Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Finland, Canada, Norway, 

Britain, EU and USA. 

Ø I especially welcome the authorities of the Somali Regional State of Ethiopia who have 

come to a critical agenda. 

Ø The Federal Government of Ethiopia 

Ø The Embassy of Djibouti 

Ø Turkish Embassy 

Ø and the United Nations 

Brothers; 

We congratulatory endless can send the public the Republic in the country and the world, 

the celebration of the day the value and worth of a great 18-May due, which coincides with 

the 27 anniversary of the re-return of freedom of Somaliland.  

We particularly appreciate the no-seexdayaasha, sleeping, shade-hero and not into the alley 

and tails dhaxameed violence in defense Qarannimadda Somaliland. I have the different 

forces of our nation, the role you play in our country is a visible role for your people and in 

your history. 

All residents of the area they are not referring to the country's absolute power has taken a 

national of the Republic and the national front, the battle is still going on, and I believe that 

the national forces over concrete they have reached the point where all of the attacks have 

been achieved in a substantial and successful manner. 

The world is telling us that in the last three months, twenty-five (twenty-five) attacks have 

been fired or fired upon the Somali forces, the Republic of Somaliland, in their homeland, 

stealing us in Somaliland. We have been involved in 60KM (sixty-five miles) from the border, 

and we have been advised that everybody has advised us not to be vigilant, but for peace 

and dialogue, but they would not resort to attacks. 
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We tell the men who attacked us that we would set the stage for the Grand Mufti and those 

who think of Morgantan that they brought, we are telling them that they reminded us of the 

thirty years ago in the country and the past . 

Today, 27 years ago, the people of Somaliland are poisonous for a day, weight and dignity. 

It is the day when they came back and came back to the long-awaited paste, the lack of 

information and interest. There is no doubt that Somaliland has been resolved after a long 

and difficult struggle, and today we have a country and a free flag. 

Somaliland has a centuries-old history. It was the British Protectorate ruled by the United 

Kingdom. 

Where Somalia was a place of Italian colony. On June 26, 1960, the Republic of Somaliland 

received its freedom from the UK, when they recognized 44 countries in the United States 

and the United Kingdom. The site of the five-union unification of the Western colonial 

powers has prompted the government and the people of Somaliland to uphold their 

independence from 1 July 1960 to create a Somali Republic. But united in that country and 

in the people, we did not give thanks. 

Brothers; 

May 18th, we did not have a gift to give, but we were killed in the blood, and life and 

property were for the people of Somaliland. 18 May is the fruit of the historic decision made 

by the Somaliland Consultative Conference in Burao in 1991. It was a decision signed by 

Saladin, Garad and Elders from all regions of the country. The son and daughter of the day 

were born today, they are shielding children, and children are also born. It is a generation 

that describes the existence and dignity of the three colors of the Republic of Somaliland. 

And, if necessary, to give themselves and their children the opportunity to defend their 

country. They have nothing to see. It is the largest generation of people today in the Republic 

of Somaliland. 

Brothers; This year marks the 18th anniversary of its arrival 

http://horseednews.com/articles/19118/Somaliland-President-18-May-is-the-fruit-of-the-

historic-decision-made-by-the-Somaliland-Consultative-Conference-in-Burao-in-1991  
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Somaliland arrests journalist over Facebook post  

Wednesday May 16, 2018 - National Union of Somali 

Journalists (NUSOJ is dismayed by the arbitrary arrest and 

continued detention of a local journalist by the Somaliland 

police in Las Anod town in Sool region. 

Journalist Adam Jama Oogle who is also known Habeb was 

arrested at his home on Monday, 14 May 2018, following 

the orders of regional governor of Sool, Mr Abdi Hayre Dirir 

According to local journalists, Adam Jama Oogle who is a 

freelance journalist was detained due to a Facebook post in which he said the people in the 

region are supporting the unity of Somalia, and Somaliland officials were very infuriated by 

this post. 

“There have been increasing cases of arrests and harassment of journalists in Somaliland, 

often on the orders of Somaliland officials. We demand the immediate and unconditional 

release of Adam Jama Oogle,” said Omar Faruk Osman, NUSOJ Secretary General. 

“Somaliland must not curtail the freedom of expression of those who live in its regions”. 

Sool regional administration reportedly called on Oogle’s family and demanded that the 

family writes a guarantee that the journalist will not publish such post again but the family 

refused as it may be an attempt to restrict Oogle. 

NUSOJ implores Somaliland authorities to stop constant crackdown of journalists who 

exercise their right to express freely their opinion. Adam Habeb has previously worked for 

Radio Las Anod, after he decided to work as a freelance journalist. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158115/somaliland_arrests_journalist_over_f

acebook_post.aspx  
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The Somaliland Dream: Dialogue Between Generations 

May 16, 2018 - I am writing this piece to share some of my Somaliland dreams although I am 

cognizant that dreams are never static but dynamic and always evolving. I am trying to share 

a glimpse into my reflections on the topics so as to enthrall my fellow generation mates who 

are undergoing the same expedition of thought to consciously and collectively pursue the 

manifestation of our reality and how it fits in the long line of history and these forever 

changing times we exist. 

The generation I speak about is the one born just before and after Somaliland has declared 

its independence; to be raised and educated in Somaliland or as my father puts it the ‘Made 

in Somaliland’ generation. We are landers in every sense and meaning of the word for we 

never have had to become anything but Somalilanders all our lives. 

We usually discuss Somaliland in the present tense but most of the time in the future tense 

for we believe that its future and our future is one and the same. Somaliland is in our DNA 

and we are the components that make it; and thus our destinies are inevitably one and the 

same.  Therefore, our present Somaliland Dreams will hopefully become the reality, legacy 

and the future we leave for the next generations to live as well as an integrated part of 

Somaliland’s long storyline. And that is why, in my opinion, it’s crucially important to 

consciously determine and work towards our Somaliland dreams for their impact will not 

merely create a pleasant present for our generation but shape many years into the future of 

our nation. 

This is not an attempt to overshadow the greater Somali Dream of my grandfather’s 

generation neither is it to bedim their noble fight for freedom. This is also not to question 

the honorable legacy of the armed struggle of my father’s generation which martyred 

thousands and yielded the Somaliland that’s stranded in our DNA neither is it a senseless 

trial to erase it. 
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The Somali dreams that preceded our time are history to us. We look at them with 

admiration and often bestow those who dared to take the heroic actions to their 

implementation and a lot of times paid with the highest cost, their lives, for what they 

believed was right. But we don’t feel the nostalgia of the good old days like our fathers’ 

generation simply because we haven’t lived that time and so we don’t have any memories 

from that time we long for. We are left with the plain facts of that time so our decision of 

whether it was a good time or not is completely dependent on the events that happened 

and their comparison. 

We share their notions of freedom and independence and more or less still grappling for 

those same convictions they fought hard for but only in a completely different time under a 

contrasting circumstances.  But we also inherited their vices of clannism and tribalism. 

Moreover, we share their strong sense of nationality and natural tendency to resist anything 

and anyone who tries to interfere with our freedom. On the other hand, despite, those 

values we hold dear like our forefathers we have to live with the consequences of the 

decision they made, or shall I say their dreams, a good example would be giving up the 

independence of our country, Somaliland, hastily only in four days without taking enough 

time to seriously reflect on the possible repercussion of jumpily making such a major 

decision in such a short time. 

My grandfather’s generation did not only leave us to live the consequences of their decisions 

but lived those consequences themselves. The nationalist poet Abdillahi Suldan (Timacadde) 

has best portrayed his disappointment and the sense of marginalization barely after a month 

of the unification; in August he composed a poem in which he said “Dareen baan ka 

qabnaayoo, Dugisii baarlamaankiyo, Dekeddii xamar baa leh, Berbera daadku ha qaado.” 

One year later in 1961 the people from the British Protectorate predominantly voted ‘NO’ 

for the constitutions referendum, nevertheless, no measures has been taken to address the 

issue at the time. 

These two events and many others can easily show how early the Somali Weyn Dream failed. 

The failure to add Northern Frontier District (NFD) and Ogadenia to the Somali Republic from 

Kenya and Ethiopia respectively and the Djibouti’s decision to stay independent and not join 

the Somali Republic were all the last blows to the Somali Weyn Dream and shattered the 

high hopes of to the formation of a Somali ethnic state. The symbolic five-pointed star which 
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stood for uniting the five Somalilands was no longer viable representation of neither the 

present nor the future of the Somali Republic. 

The grievances of the people from the North, as they were known then, against the jointly 

formed Somali nation has been exacerbated by the dictatorial military regime of Siad Barre. 

Social and economic injustices, inequality before the law, unlawful execution and torture 

were subjected to the people of Somaliland.  A good example of how mercilessly people 

were treated is the imprisonment of UFO, a youth organization whose sole goal was 

community development; when they were taken to court angry masses majority of whom 

were school children and women held a demonstration only to meet with live bullets from 

the regime soldiers. 

In 1988, at the height of the regime’s war campaign against the people of Somaliland, the 

government forces bombed Hargeisa city indiscriminately with Russian MIG-21 planes which 

were ironically taking off from Hargiesa itself. Similar massacres have also happened in the 

cities of Burco, Berbera and Gebiley and many other places; mass graves are found till today 

three decades later. The pitiless regime’s war against its own people left more than 50,000 

people dead, hundreds of thousands have become refugees in all around the world, and 

thousands more are either traumatized or left with mental illness. 

In 1991 when the freedom fighting forces of SNM successfully liberated and ousted the 

regime’s forces from the entire Somaliland British Protectorate successive conferences to 

discuss the future of the country has been held; these conferences were ensured to be all 

inclusive and so representatives from every clan residing in Somaliland has participated. The 

delegates has overwhelmingly agreed the reclamation of Somaliland’s lost independence on 

May 18th 1991 and thus effectively ended the three decades of the failed union. 

After 27 years of self-governing Somaliland has made a remarkable recovery. Hargiesa, the 

city that was bombarded to rubbles is a flourishing cosmopolitan with an estimated 1.5 

million inhabitants. A hybrid democratic system has guaranteed successful power transfers 

of 5 elected presidents. Even though, Somaliland remains unrecognized the world has come 

to know and its miraculous standing out from the ashes. 
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The world media has dubbed Somaliland as ‘Africa’s best kept secret’, ‘The miracle in the 

Horn’, ‘The beacon of hope’ and many other names to depict Somaliland’s improbable 

success and achieving the impossible of not only recovering so fast but also building a 

thriving democracy in this unlikely region has also puzzled the world community for many 

years and still does. 

In spite of the unparalleled progress Somaliland has made the question of whether the 

objectives of the SNM liberators has been achieved or not remains. Also the question of the 

next stage of the Somaliland dream is very much relevant today and this question, I am sure, 

is occupying the minds of many of my fellow ‘Made in Somaliland’ mates. 

We realize that despite the undeniably massive progress Somaliland has made there’s a lot 

more that could and should have been done. We look around us and see a resilient country 

with the potential to go to the skies only if so many things were and are done the right way. 

We see how clan is a major hurdle and working in the destruction of our high hopes for 

Somaliland. We see corruption and nepotism being practiced as if it’s just the norm and how 

that’s slowly failing the country. 

We see privatized education to the point that what was supposed to be learning and 

teaching oriented industry is now nothing more than a profitable business with schools and 

universities opening like shops and restaurants with minimal inspection and control from 

the country’s Education Ministry. Similarly, and even more unfortunate, private hospitals 

are a thriving business with absolute freedom and no inspection. In fact, it’s very common 

to you receive an SMS advertising a new hospital and/or a ‘foreign’ doctor whom his 

qualifications are not specified other than the fact that he’s a ‘foreigner’. The tragically long 

journey just so that she could get a medical service to safely deliver is enough to sum up the 

medical state of the country. 

Furthermore it’s really ironic tragedy that our people have been losing the livestock whose 

lives depended on and with some people even dying of thirst and hunger as a result of the 

recurring droughts over the past several years. But when it finally rains in the spring season 

the floods take people away and drawn causing the deaths of many; and directly go to the 

seas and in several months it’s highly likely that we start talking about droughts again. 
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Latest researches show that the unemployment rate is more than 75% with thousands and 

thousands of university graduates spending their times in tea shops mean while the public-

private offices are filled with incompetent employees whose only qualification is the clan 

they belong to. 

These facts and more are main the cause of the voices ringing from all corners of the country 

calling for change. 

For the past two decades Somaliland has prioritized the pursuit of international recognition 

and whilst this pursuit is without a doubt important and even necessary ; I believe that there 

must be other priorities on top of which is improving the lives of Somalilanders majority of 

which live in poverty. 

I firmly believe that the Somaliland Dream of becoming a prosperous democratic country is 

near impossible when a majority number of citizens do not have access to the basic 

necessities such as water, health and education etc. 

The Somaliland dream remains deeply flawed when large groups of the society are 

marginalized both politically, socially and economically the only reason being outdated 

cultural beliefs. What good is the dream if all citizens cannot dream it together? 

There will be no success in the Somaliland dream when tribalism is the dominating factor 

within the public service, ranks of the government and in politics; dividing the nation and 

producing incompetent and inept leadership. How then do we expect the materialization of 

the rapid development we hope for? 

For a long time we focused on the reconstruction of our country but I suppose it’s about 

time we put improving the lives of our people first. Hence my Somaliland dream is to see the 

prioritization of improving the lives of the citizens starting with the provision of the basic 

necessities. I dream about a Somaliland where people are empowered through quality 

education so that they can contribute the country’s development and lead the nation 

towards prosperity. I envisage Somaliland where citizens are classified by their qualifications 

and not the clan they belong to. 
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Moreover, I dream about a Somaliland where all citizens are equal and special groups do not 

have rights over the rest unlike the animal farm’s ‘all animals are equal but some are more 

equal than the others’; Somaliland with economic and social justice. My Somaliland dream 

is a Somaliland where each citizen can dream as big as he/she wants and all can dream 

together. 

In many ways it appears we are living a completely different world but if you look a little 

closer you will see that we are fighting very much the same fights and so my Somaliland 

dream is to continue the fight that my grandfather’s generation has started and my father’s 

generation has kept fighting; forever aspiring a better tomorrow for my people. 

What is your Somaliland dream? 

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/05/16/the-somaliland-dream-dialogue-between-

generations/ 
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https://twitter.com/HarunMaruf/status/996845529895243779 
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British Embassy honors Chevening scholars from Somalia 

May 16, 2018 - The British 

Ambassador to Somalia, H.E. David 

Concar, hosted a welcome home 

event for young Somali alumni who 

had spent a year studying in some of 

the UK’s top universities, with 

support from the prestigious 

Chevening scholarship scheme. 

During the event, held at the British 

Embassy in Mogadishu on Tuesday 15th May, the Somali State Minister for Education and 

the British Ambassador welcomed the scholars back home and urged them to use the 

knowledge and experience acquired through the scholarship to help rebuild their country. 

Speaking at the event, British Ambassador to Somalia David Concar said: 

“The magic thing about home is that it feels good to leave but even better to come back and 

rise to high office and positions of real influence in your country; this should be informed by 

what you as young Somalis want your country to become. Pursue power as a means to an 

end rather than an end in itself. 

“Think big, be ambitious, use your Chevening experiences, the marvelous experience you 

had in the UK, the great network and club you belong to in Chevening, use it all as a 

springboard and place absolutely no limits whatsoever on yourselves as you do that.” 

Mr. Concar’s remarks were echoed by the Federal Minister for Education, Abdirahman 

Mohamed, who thanked the British government for making the Chevening programme 
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available to Somali nationals. Speaking to an audience of alumni from last year and previous 

years, he noted the tremendous role Chevening alumni are already playing in the rebuilding 

of Somalia. 

Minister of Education Abdirahman said: 

“Listening to the Chevening alumni, it is clear they have really contributed to the social 

development of the country and I want to thank the UK government for the support they 

have provided but also request that they increase the scholarships for the country.” 

Two of the Chevening alumni, Bahsan Ahmed Said and Mubarak Ali Geedi, shared their 

experiences about the programme and thanked the UK government for the opportunity. 

Ms. Said stated; 

“With all these brilliant Chevening scholars in various levels and the support of the United 

Kingdom and the British Embassy in Somalia, I think we can make a big difference in Somalia 

and see Somalia rise and shine again.” 

Mr. Geedi said: 

“I had never imagined that I could go to the UK to study my masters. That I would go to such 

a prestigious university like Manchester. So what is really possible with Chevening is 

unimaginable. It is such a great experience.” 

Chevening Scholarships are an important element of the British Government’s programme 

to promote greater capacity for the next generation of Somali leaders and to further develop 

the excellent relationship between Somalia and the UK. 

The Chevening scholarship was launched in Somalia in 2011 and 27 Somali nationals have so 

far benefitted from the programme many of whom are now working at senior levels in the 

Federal government of Somalia as well as other international organizations. 

ENDS! 

http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 17/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 35

http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/
http://radioshabelle.com/british-embassy-honors-chevening-scholars-from-somalia/


 

Tropical Cyclone to hit northern Somalia in less than 24 hrs-forescast  

May 16, 2018 - The UK 

Meteorological Office has warned 

of an imminent tropical cyclone 

at the eastern Gulf of Aden in less 

than 24 hours’ time adding 

Northern Somalia and Southern 

Yemen will experience 

exceptionally high rainfall totals 

causing severe flash flooding across the region. 

The forecast released Wednesday indicates a build-up of the cyclone has been witnessed in 

Socotra Island which has experienced thunderstorms and is expected to progress 

northwestwards into the Gulf of Aden. 

“In the scenario of a track along the centre of the Gulf of Aden, it looks likely that 

precipitation totalling between 50-100mm will fall over both the coastal strips of Yemen and 

Somalia, with a close pass or landfall from this system leading to a risk of rainfall totals 

exceeding 250mm,” the Met Office said. 

Across Northern Somalia, 50-100mm of rain could fall widely, with peaks in excess of 250m, 

the forecast notes, warning river flooding across the region will lead to a loss of human life, 

livestock, and the destruction of crops, property and infrastructure. 

The northern city of Bosaso in Somalia is estimated to be home to 165,000 people. 

The office adds the forecast appears to be a severe as the 2013 Somali Cyclone, but slightly 

below the severity of the 2008 Yemen Cyclone. However, much will depend upon the track 

of the cyclone over the coming days. 
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“It must be stressed that heavy rainfall will cause the most impact from this cyclone, with 

impacts likely in Southern Yemen and across much of Northern Somalia.” 

Figure 2: The cyclone in its formative 

stages just to the northwest of Socotra 

Island at 0001 UTC on 16th May 2018 

Modest amounts of precipitation 

would bring flash flooding to these 

areas, with people, animals and 

crops in these flooded zones likely to 

be washed away. With large 

amounts of rainfall likely over the 

coming days, there is the potential 

for very serious impacts on the region. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/cyclone-to-hit-northern-somalia-and-southern-yemen-in-

less-than-24-hrs-forescast/ 
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Situation Overview 

 

Moderate to heavy rains continued to fall across Somali and 
the Ethiopian highlands, resulting in increased river flooding, 
along the Juba and Shabelle rivers and localized flash flooding. 
Since early April, heavy rainfall has marked the end of 
prolonged drought across much of the country and has 
supported crop development and the regeneration of pasture 
and water resources. Rainfall totals so far are some of the 
highest since 1981, equivalent to between 130 and 200 per 
cent of the annual average, according to the FAO-managed 
Somalia Water and Land Information Management (SWALIM). 
However, the flooding has also led to fatalities, massive 
displacement, and damage to infrastructure and cropland, 
compounding an already fragile humanitarian situation. FEWS 
NET and FSNAU estimate that 700,000 people in flood-
affected areas will need livelihood support through to 
September, roughly 300,000 of whom are likely to require 
emergency food assistance. 

SWALIM projects that moderate to heavy rains will continue in 
the coming week, leading to continued overflow in the Juba and 
Shabelle rivers. Somaliland and Puntland will record the 
highest amounts of rainfall, according to the forecast, which will 
address shortfalls in those areas. Flash flooding is likely to 
impact the coastal areas of Puntland (Bari and Nugaal) and 
central (Mudug and Galgaduud) regions.  

Humanitarian impact and needs  
Flash and riverine flooding is compounding an already fragile humanitarian situation, with more than 5.4 million people 
already in need of assistance due to drought and conflict. An estimated 772,500 people have been affected by the 
flooding and more than 229,000 are displaced, according to the UNHCR-led Protection & Return Monitoring Network 
(PRMN). According to the FEWS NET and FSNAU, the food security outcomes are likely to be more severe than 
previously projected for many families in areas affected by flooding, especially in riverine areas of Hirshabelle, Jubaland 
and some agropastoral areas of South West State. In these areas, several roads are now impassible and trade flows 
are expected to slow, driving food prices higher. Cases of AWD/Cholera are expected to rise as flood waters stagnate 
and remaining clean drinking water sources are compromised. 

In Hirshabelle State, one of the worst-hit areas, around 295,000 people have been affected and more than 145,000 
people forced from their homes due to the floods. Another massive wave of flooding hit Belet Weyne on 11 May, 
worsening the already severe situation. The flooding destroyed roads, bridges, houses, farms with crops, and other 
infrastructure. At least two people were confirmed dead, while others are still missing. Latrines, water, shelter, health 
and food assistance are urgently needed.  

In South West State, the rainfall continued over the past week, but with less intensity. However, rising water levels in 
the Shabelle River have been reported and the risk of flooding persists along the Afgooye corridor. Around 162,000 
people have been affected in the state, with more than 2,900 displaced. At least 52 suspected cases of AWD/Cholera 
have been recorded over the past weeks. More than 30,000 people need emergency shelter assistance. 
 
In Jubaland State, some 250,000 people have been affected by the floods, around 70,700 of whom are displaced. 
Destruction of crops, shelters and latrines have been reported. In Gedo, the river Dawa flooded and destroyed the 
water points in Balet Xaawo, leaving the entire town without access to clean water. In Baardheere, one of the most 
affected towns in Gedo region, over 600 farms have been affected and agriculture equipment was also damaged. At 
least 8,000 families in riverine villages along the Juba River have lost their crops. In Lower Juba, Lake Dhera overflowed 
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and flooded the towns of Afmadow, Diif and Dhobley. Latrines were washed away into shallow wells and water pans, 
contaminating the only water sources for Afmadow and Diif. The price of food supplies is increasing, as major supply 
routes are impassible and access is limited.  

Most areas in Galmudug State did not receive significant rainfall over the past week, according to the Disaster 
Management Agency (GADMA). However, the stagnant waters in the affected areas is leading to an increase in 
mosquito breeding and worsening hygiene conditions in IDP sites. More than 6,700 people have been affected by the 
floods, around 5,200 of whom are now displaced. At least 57 confirmed cases of malaria have been reported in the 
town of Caabud Waaq. WASH and Protection assessments were conducted in the Mudug and Galgaduud regions. 
 
No significant rains were received in the Banadir region last week, but AWD/cholera cases continued to spike due to a 
lack of access to safe water and sanitation facilities. 132 cases of AWD/Cholera - 70 per cent of them concerning 
children under the age of two - have been reported over the past two weeks. Since January, 899 AWD/Cholera cases, 
and five resulting deaths, have been reported.  
 
Humanitarian coordination and response. 
Authorities and humanitarian partners have continued scaling up the response to flood-affected communities. They are 
providing life-saving assistance, including food, WASH, health, nutrition, shelter and sandbags where needed.  The 
2018 Humanitarian Response Plan is only 22 per cent funded and this lack of funding continues to impact the ability of 
humanitarian partners to mount a robust flood response and to sustain ongoing operations. Additionally, logistic 
constraints and access issues have impacted the ability of humanitarians to respond comprehensively.  
 
In Hirshabelle State, the flood task force continued to provide assistance to flood-affected communities. The rescue of 
people trapped or isolated by flooding continued in Belet Weyne. Over 400 people were evacuated using boats provided 
by humanitarians in the Ceel Jaale settlement. A plant that purifies up to 40,000 litres of water was installed in the site. 
A medical team was deployed to conduct an assessment at Ceel Jaale, to identify the health needs of the affected 
people. Partners are building temporary latrines in Lugbari, Ceel Jaale, Shirkanace and Banaaney. Food assistance 
reached 192,163 people, nutrition nearly 11,000; WASH 106,600; health 31,400; and shelter 32,700 people. 
 
In South West State, humanitarian partners are conducting assessments on access to water, sanitation and hygiene 
services, and stepping up hygiene promotion services in IDP settlements. Food security assistance reached 163,284 
people; nutrition assistance reached nearly 25,500; WASH 54,820; health 52,244; and shelter 57,534 people. 
 
In Jubaland State, despite access constraints, humanitarian partners continued to reach people in affected areas.  
Hygiene promotion and water treatment continued in Balet Xaawo in Gedo. Cash-for-work activities and the reparation 
of river breakages were conducted in Afmadow. An estimated 144,300 people were reached with food assistance, 
30,100 with nutrition assistance, 38,000 with WASH, 42,730 with health services and 28,140 with shelter assistance. 
 
In Galmudug State, nearly 264,097 people received food assistance, 21,600 nutrition assistance and 35,400 were 
reached with WASH services. In the Banadir region, more than 289,000 reached by food assistance, 50,100 with 
nutrition assistance, health 98,512 and 22,800 with shelter aid. However, needs are on the rise. In Puntland, authorities 
in north Gaalkacyo are draining stagnant waters in the affected areas.  

For further information, please contact: Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252616548007. Saviano 
Abreu, Communications Officer, deabreuisidoro@un.org, Tel. +254733500528 / +252682394343. OCHA information products  
are available at w ww.unocha.org/somalia | w ww.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
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700,000 Somalis In Need Of Humanitarian Assistance With Floods Impact 

Projected To September 

On May 16, 2018 - Moderate 

to heavy rains continued to 

be received in the Somali and 

within the Ethiopian 

highlands resulting in flash 

and river flooding, mainly 

along the Juba and Shabelle 

rivers. 

The heavy rainfall received so far since early April marks the end of prolonged drought across 

much of the country and is supporting crop development and the regeneration of pasture 

and water resources. 

Rainfall totals so far are some of the highest since 1981, equivalent to between 130 and over 

200 per cent of the average, according to the FAO-managed Somalia Water and Land 

Information Management (SWALIM). However, the flooding has also led to fatalities, 

massive displacement, and damage to infrastructure and cropland, compounding an already 

fragile humanitarian situation. FEWS NET and FSNAU estimate 700,000 people in flood-

affected areas will need livelihoods support through September, roughly 300,000 of whom 

are likely to need emergency food assistance. Somali and within the Ethiopian highlands 

leading to river overflow in the Juba and Shabelle rivers. Somaliland and Puntland will record 

the highest amounts of rainfall, according to the forecast. Riverine flooding is expected to 

continue and flash flooding is also likely to be experienced in the coastal areas of Puntland 

(Bari and Nuugal) and central (Mudug and Galgaduud) regions. 

Source UN Office For Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/16/700000-somalis-in-need-of-humanitarian-

assistance-with-floods-impact-projected-to-september/  
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Somalia to establish first Internet Exchange Point 

The IXP will allow local Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to connect their networks and 

exchange Internet traffic locally, providing high-bandwidth and low-latency access 

MOGADISHU, Somalia, May 16, 2018 - Ministry of Post, Telecom and Technology is 

facilitating the establishment of Somalia’s first Internet Exchange Point (IXP) in Mogadishu 

(MogIX). The IXP will allow local Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to connect their networks 

and exchange Internet traffic locally, providing high-bandwidth and low-latency access. 

Nisha Goburdhan, an IXP expert from Packet Clearing House (PCH), said a domestic IXP could 

serve as a catalyst for developing local content and local Internet applications, adding that 

MogIX would provide an incentive for entrepreneurs and innovators to create local Internet-

based services that take advantage of the availability of more local bandwidth. 

Representatives from telecom operators, ISPs, academia, content providers, government 

and Somali Network Operators Group expressed their interest in joining MogIX. Participants 

will have a plenty of time in discussing the best practices in governance models for the IXP 

and on how to form a management committee that will be tasked to run this facility. The 

Minister of Post, Telecom and Technology, H. E. Abdi Ashur Hassan, who opened the 

workshop, said establishing the first IXP is a very positive step forward in building Somalia’s 

ICT infrastructure and will really enhance the digital services being offered by local 

institutions in business, education, health, government services, etc. “We want this 

infrastructure to be owned and managed by the stakeholders. I hope you will discuss and 

come up with the best governance model for MogIX and form an interim committee from 

the community that will run the facility. The Ministry and its partner organizations, such as 

World Bank and PCH, would only help establish the facility, but we want you to run it in the 

best interest of both the sector and consumers,” he added. 

https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/somalia-to-establish-first-internet-exchange-

point?lang=en 
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Ethiopia and the Gulf Crisis: The shifting regional power balance conundrum 

ABDINOR HASSAN DAHIR 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 

reviews the honour guard following his 

arrival in Khartoum for an official visit 

to Sudan on May 2, 2018.  

Ethiopia's move to replace the United 

Arab Emirates in a strategic port in 

Djibouti is testament to the country's commitment to hegemony in the Horn of Africa 

Dr. Abiy Ahmed, Ethiopia's new prime minister, was in Nairobi, Kenya, earlier this month to 

hold talks with Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta. According to media reports, there were 

several items on the 42-year-old Ethiopian leader's official agenda: Finding a permanent 

solution to the recurrent interethnic conflict between members of the Dagodia clan, who 

are Kenyan-Somali pastoralists, and Ethiopia's Boran Orama community in Moyale, a 

commercial center split between the two countries. At the same time, Dr. Ahmed hoped to 

promote deeper economic integration between Ethiopia and Kenya, along with the wider 

Horn of Africa. The true motivation behind Addis Ababa's recent diplomatic efforts in the 

region, however, is to stop the imminent loss of its dominant role. 

Decades of regional dominance 

Since the 1990s, Ethiopia played a dominant role in the Horn of Africa thanks to its vast size, 

large population and robust economic growth. At a time when many countries in the region 

were crippled by political unrest and security threats, i.e. violent conflicts, terrorism and 

widespread piracy in Sudan, South Sudan and Somalia, Addis Ababa – an economic 

powerhouse with significant political clout – was an oasis of stability. 

During this period, Ethiopia, home to the African Union's headquarters, assumed the 

leadership of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, or IGAD, an eight-country 
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trade bloc in Africa. At the same time, Addis Ababa (albeit unsuccessfully) launched a 

campaign to host the United States Africa Command, also known as AFRICOM, which 

eventually settled in Stuttgart, Germany, amid fierce resistance by key African nations, 

including Nigeria, South Africa and Libya. 

In addition to those efforts, the Ethiopian government took a series of military steps to 

promote regional peace and stability. In late 2006, Ethiopia's army invaded Somalia to 

remove from power the Islamic Courts Union, which ruled most of the country at the time, 

and installed the Transitional Federal Government in Mogadishu. The Ethiopian military 

remains active in the region today, as Addis Ababa contributes troops and resources to the 

African Union's peacekeeping mission in Somalia, AMISOM, which fights against the Al-

Shabab militants – along with several U.N. peacekeeping missions including the U.N.-African 

Union Hybrid Mission to Darfur (UNAMID), the U.N. Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), the U.N. 

Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and the U.N. Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA). 

Shifting regional balance of power 

The Horn of Africa rose to greater prominence in recent years. When the anti-Houthi 

coalition was formed under Saudi Arabia's leadership in March 2014, the need for ports and 

military facilities across the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden became clear to effectively carry 

out operations in Yemen. While Somalia and Djibouti opened their airspace and territorial 

waters to coalition forces, Sudan and Eritrea contributed personnel and military bases. 

More recently, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain and Egypt severed 

their ties with Qatar, a member of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The countries in 

question stated that this decision was taken in response to Doha's close relations with Iran 

and its supposed support to "terrorist" organizations in the Middle East and North Africa. In 

the wake of this crisis, the two sides engaged in fierce competition to find allies around the 

world, especially in the Horn of Africa. Although Sudan and Somalia maintained their 

neutrality and came out in support of Kuwait's mediation efforts, Djibouti and Eritrea sided 

with Qatar's adversaries, which resulted in Doha's withdrawal of peacekeeping forces from 

the disputed territories between the two countries. 
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Ethiopia, in turn, was frustrated with the emerging balance of power in the Horn of Africa, 

tensions within the GCC and the spillover of diplomatic tensions in the region. The 

competition between rival Gulf states in the Horn of Africa, after all, could end Ethiopian 

dominance in the neighborhood. 

First, Eritrea, Ethiopia's most notable rival, is recovering from years of political and economic 

isolation. In the wake of the conflict in Yemen, the UAE established its largest overseas 

military base at Assab Port, which has been used by coalition warplanes to carry out 

operations in Yemen. In return, Asmara was promised investment from the Gulf. The idea 

that Eritrea could break its decades-long isolation is a nightmare for Addis Ababa. 

Secondly, Egypt, which has been at odds with Ethiopia over the construction of the Grand 

Renaissance Dam, which Addis Ababa has been building on the Nile to produce electricity. 

The Egyptians are concerned that the project will restrict the amount of water available to 

them. Although Cairo currently lacks any significant political or economic influence in the 

Horn of Africa, it hopes to use its partnership with Saudi Arabia and the UAE as leverage 

against Ethiopia. 

Finally, the Gulf is the birthplace of Wahhabism, a particularly intolerant brand of political 

Islam that threatens to uproot traditional and more moderate religious practices in East 

Africa. It is noteworthy that radical insurgents, including Al-Shabab and the now-defunct Al-

Ittihad al-Islami, which subscribe to that ideology, targeted Ethiopian interests in the past. 

Keeping in mind that Addis Ababa contributed troops to the fight against those militant 

groups, it fears that the growing influence of Gulf states in the region could have a 

destabilizing and radicalizing effect. 

Ethiopia's reaction 

Ethiopia has been slow to respond to the involvement of certain Gulf countries in the Horn 

of Africa primarily due to domestic instability, including interethnic tensions and widespread 

protests that resulted in Hailemariam Desalegn's removal from power. Under Dr. Abiy 

Ahmed, Addis Ababa pursues a two-step policy to maintain its dominant role in the region. 

First, the country launched an all-out offensive to control a significant share of major ports 

along the Red Sea coast and the Indian Ocean. In March, Ethiopians acquired a 30-percent 
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share of Berbera Port in Somaliland, an autonomous region of Somalia. Moreover, Dr. 

Ahmed reached an agreement with Djibouti's Ismail Omar Guelleh to partly control the Port 

of Doraleh, which was previously owned by the Dubai-based port operator DP World, an 

obvious attempt to prevent the UAE from establishing a foothold in Djibouti. The Ethiopian 

prime minister also held talks with Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir to claim an 

unspecified share of Port Sudan. Finally, Ethiopia and Kenya recently signed an agreement, 

under which Addis Ababa will invest in the Kenyan port of Lamu on the Indian Ocean. 

At the same time, Ethiopia has been making diplomatic efforts to encourage deeper 

economic integration across the region. Abiy Ahmed, upon concluding an agreement with 

Djibouti to share ports, notably said that the two country should swap state-owned 

enterprises without either side claiming ownership. 

In light of the most recent developments, it is possible to conclude that Ethiopia has four 

main goals: It wants Eritrea to remain in political and economic isolation. It seeks to limit 

Egypt's contacts with other countries in the region. It hopes to prevent any spillover of the 

Qatar crisis into the Horn of Africa. Finally, Addis Ababa takes all of those steps to maintain 

its dominance and hegemony in the region. 

https://www.dailysabah.com/op-ed/2018/05/17/ethiopia-and-thegulf-crisis-the-shifting-regional-

power-balance-conundrum 
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At least 100 people kidnapped along road in northern Nigeria  

May 16, 2018 - At least 100 people have been kidnapped along a road in northern Nigeria in 

the past few days, officials, 

witnesses and relatives of the 

abducted told Reuters on 

Tuesday, underscoring the 

insecurity still afflicting parts 

of the country. 

President Muhammadu 

Buhari won elections in 2015 partly on promises to bring security to Nigeria but has struggled 

to fulfill them. He is now seeking a second term in February 2019. 

His critics and opponents question his record of tackling the multitude of conflicts that 

plague Nigeria from Boko Haram and an Islamic State insurgency in the northeast to clashes 

between farmers and herders in which hundreds have died. 

Kidnapping is also rife. In 2014, the abduction of more than 270 schoolgirls from the town 

of Chibok shot the Boko Haram Islamist insurgency into the spotlight, prompting the global 

#BringBackOurGirls campaign. 

“Over 120 people were kidnapped between Friday and today, Tuesday along the Birnin 

Gwari-Kaduna road,” said Surajo Usman, of Nigeria’s National Union of Road Transport 

Workers, who escaped an abduction himself. 

Birnin Gwari, in the northern state of Kaduna, is infamous for its lawlessness, and thick 

forests provide bandits with hideouts from security forces. Earlier this month, at least 45 

people died in an attack on a village in the region. 
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Those bandits have for years frustrated authorities’ attempts to apprehend them. In some 

cases they have amassed thousands of stolen cattle and fought off security agents sent to 

deal with them. 

Yahaya Hussaini, who works for a civil society group, said his organization’s motorcade was 

waylaid. 

“On Sunday, in our entourage alone four vehicles were blocked by the kidnappers in military 

fatigue,” he said, adding that eight of them carried assault rifles. 

“They kidnapped about 48 people,” said Hussaini. “Many of those vehicles attacked are still 

left on the road and the luggage of victims still litters it.” 

Ibrahim Aliyu’s daughter was one of those abducted by kidnappers seeking the equivalent 

of $16,000. “They have contacted me with a 5 million naira ransom demand,” he said. 

“Where do I get that kind of money that I have never seen in my life?” 

Kaduna state’s commissioner of police, Austin Iwar, told Reuters he would have been 

informed if there had been reports of such attacks, adding that he would investigate. 

($1 = 305.3000 naira) 
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Conflict and climatic factors displaced 15,000 people a day in 2017-report  

May 16, 2018  

Somalia and Ethiopia are among the ten worst affected countries 

BY FAUXILE KIBET 

Almost 15,000 were uprooted from 

their homes each day in Sub-

Saharan Africa in 2017, a new 

report has revealed. 

The report by Internal 

Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) adds 

that the region, which makes 14% of the world’s population accounted for nearly half the 

11.8 million people displaced by conflict and climatic factors in 2017. 

The Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 2018) further shows that the Democratic 

Republic of Congo was hardest hit, with almost 2.2 million new displacements. Somalia and 

Ethiopia are among the ten worst affected countries, the report notes. 

The majority of returns took place to and in countries with active armed conflict and 

unresolved displacement crises, the report says adding, Nigeria, Somalia and Afghanistan 

were among the countries where many of those returning home, whether refugees or IDPs, 

found themselves internally displaced again 

Other countries which were worst affected include South Sudan and Central African Republic 

(CAR) which together accounted for 2.1 million displaced persons. 

“The scale of this displacement is dishearteningly familiar,” said Alexandra Bilak, Director of 

IDMC. “This report shows why we need a new approach to address the huge costs of internal 
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displacement, not only to individuals, but also to the economy, stability and security of 

affected countries.” In Somalia, IDMC recorded 388,000 new displacements associated with 

conflict and an additional 892,000 due to drought. However, the complex situation in 

Somalia means that the causes of flight are closely interlinked and hard to disaggregate. “The 

staggering number of people forced to flee from their homes due to conflict and violence 

must serve as an eye opener to us all,” said Jan Egeland, NRC’s Secretary General. “We are 

getting better at providing emergency aid, but we need to put a lot more effort into 

preventing displacement, protecting people, and finding long-term solutions.” The Boko 

Haram insurgency, ethnic violence and clashes over diminishing resources led to more than 

415,000 new displacements in the Lake Chad Basin, 65 per cent of them in Nigeria’s north-

eastern states. 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

Storms and floods forced an additional 2.6 million people to flee their homes across the 

region. Sub-Saharan Africa’s population growth and urbanisation rate are predicted to 

increase in the coming decades, and unless this is carefully managed, more people are 

expected to become displaced by more frequent and intense disasters. “Internal 

displacement often heralds the start of broader crises. While we have seen some useful 

policy progress since the adoption of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement 20 

years ago, it is nowhere near enough to cope with, much less reduce, the scale of the 

problem,” said Bilak. Yet Sub-Saharan Africa is well placed to act. With a unique legal 

framework in the Kampala Convention, incomparable natural resources and huge economic 

capital and human potential, it has the potential to become a global leader in addressing 

internal displacement associated with both conflict and disasters. However, Bilak added, 

“without renewed action, we risk failing millions of internally displaced people worldwide, 

and holding back the development of the countries which host them. It’s time for an honest 

conversation on the most effective ways to turn the tide on this global crisis. This 

conversation must be led by affected countries and receive full support from the 

international community.” 
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Migration: the EU's partnership approach continues to deliver  

16/05/2018 - The EU's comprehensive response to migration and working together with its 

partners show results. With EU support, the International Organisation for Migration have 

returned 6, 185 people in 2018 alone and the AU-EU-UN Joint Taskforce works with the 

Libyan authorities to stop the detention of migrants. Cooperation with partners in the Sahel 

is being enhanced to tackle migrant smuggling and human trafficking networks.  

In today's Progress report EU 

High Representative / Vice-

President Federica Mogherini 

and the Commission take stock 

of all work strands of the 

European Agenda on Migration 

and the Commission's roadmap. 

The year 2018 had seen 77% 

fewer arrivals in the Central 

Mediterranean than those recorded in the same period in 2017 and the European Union 

carries on with addressing the root causes of migration while offering alternatives to 

irregular migration. 

To that end, the EU engages with partner countries and international organisations. As EU 

High Representative / Vice-President Mogherini said: "[w]e believe this is the right way to 

do things – humane, sustainable, with the right international standards, in cooperation with 

the UNHCR and the IOM." The EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and 

Reintegration supported more than 27, 000 people returned since May 2017. 1, 152 people 

have been evacuated from Libya to Niger through the EU-funded UNHCR Emergency Transit 

Mechanism for further resettlement to Europe. Today's Progress report calls upon the 
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UNHCR and the Member States to work towards increased evacuation and resettlements. 

The EU supports this with EUR 20 million.    

The successful cooperation and partnership under the AU-EU-UN Joint Taskforce goes on 

and key next steps discussed with the Libyan authorities – as well as with IOM and UNHCR – 

include the facilitation of the humanitarian evacuation operation, improved conditions of 

migrants and refugees in detention centres towards the closure of detention centres in their 

current form. Up to now, 1,000 refugees have been released from detention. 

The EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa is paramount for the European Union's work. With 

147 programmes, for a total amount of EUR 2.59 billion so far, it is funding crucial initiatives 

such as voluntary returns from Libya. There is, however, a significant funding gap of around 

EUR 1.2 billion. Its ongoing success will depend from adequate funding together by the EU 

and also the Member States. In order to strengthen common EU action and coordination 

with partners on the ground the Commission today also proposes a revision of the legislation 

on Immigration Liaison Officers deployed by EU Member States to non-EU countries. Today's 

Progress report underlines the importance of the EU's comprehensive approach to migration 

management and the need to maintain the intensity of the EU's work. As EU High 

Representative / Vice-President Mogherini put it: "[t]he work on safe and dignified returns 

goes together with saving lives and arresting human traffickers both at sea and at land, it 

goes together with our Emergency Trust Fund for Africa to tackle the root causes of 

migration, and with our new External Investment Fund to create jobs and growth in the most 

fragile parts of our region." EU High Representative / Vice-President Mogherini has made 

migration a priority of the external action since the very beginning. To this effect, work 

continues on all fronts. Earlier this month the Commission proposed in its long-term budget 

for 2021-2017 the almost tripling expenditure for migration and external border 

management. The upcoming European Union-African Union College to College meeting on 

23 May 2018 will be another good opportunity to discuss issues of common interest with 

our partners. And the June European Council will hold discussions on the internal and 

external migration policy aspects where the EU High Representative is reporting on the work 

done in the field of external migration policy. 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/44704/migration-eus-partnership-

approach-continues-deliver_en 
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