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UAE Row Costly To Somalia, Resolve Differences Now – State Leaders Tell 

Farmaajo 

Baidoa | QOL | May 17, 

2018 – Somalia’s regional 

states’ leaders concluded 

the second Inter State 

Cooperation Conference in 

Baidoa, with a call to 

Mogadishu to resolve its 

diplomatic row with the United Arab Emirates. A communique released after the three day 

conference accused President Farmaajo’s administration of taking sides, in the Gulf crisis at 

the expense on Somalia’s security and economy. 

The leaders raised concern over “worsening relations” between Mogadishu and Abu Dhabi. 

Somalia had chosen a “neutral” stance following the 2017 Gulf Crisis and maintained 

diplomatic ties with Qatar. UAE has recently invited the regional states leaders and signed 

deals that the Federal Government has claimed it breached its foreign policy. 

As the leaders met in Baidoa seeking President Farmaajo to mend fences with Abu Dhabi, 

the Somali President was on a state visit on Qatar, where the two countries inked two 

significant deals in health and infrastructure. The communique further asks Mogadishu to 

end political interference in the regional states. Security and the war on Al-Shabaab was also 

discussed with regional administrations seeking concerted efforts to dislodge the militant 

group. 

http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/17/uae-row-costly-to-somalia-resolve-

differences-now-state-leaders-tell-farmaajo/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-grenade-blast-injures-4-in-

baidoa-city 
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Security minister tells residents to remain calm after false attack  

Thursday May 17, 2018 - Mogadishu 

(HOL) - The Minister of National Security, 

Mohamed Abukar Islow Duale, said that 

the city’s residents should remain calm 

after Al-Shabaab militants filled plastic 

bags with light explosives and fireworks 

and detonated to “scare the residents”. 

Many residents from Waberi, Howl-Wadag and Hamar-weyne reported mortar attacks in 

their neighbourhoods from 7 PM to just after 10 PM. The security minister dispelled those 

fears and urged the residents remain vigilant. 

He added that the security forces were fully committed to protecting residents during the 

holy month of Ramadan.  The home of a former District Commissioner was attacked by 

suspected militants after two grenades were lobbed into the former official's house.  

There have been no serious injuries reported in either attack. 

The government of Somalia has heightened the terror and security alert in and around the 

capital. Al-Shabaab militants have warned about attacks during Ramadan. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158134/security_minister_tells_residents_to

_remain_calm_after_false_attack.aspx 
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Five Somalis sentenced for illegal entry, sent back home  

Thursday May 17, 2018 - Five Somalis 

have been slapped with two-year 

suspended jail sentences for being in 

Kenya illegally. 

Fatuma Shukri, Nalsa Mohammed, Fhati 

Mohammed, Kofio Hamed and Hussein Fisal faced Kericho Resident Magistrate Elizabeth 

Karani. 

They were arrested last Friday after the vehicle they had been travelling in was stopped at 

Kipsitet roadblock on Kericho-Kisumu road. 

They did not have entry permits and visas. 

Karani directed that the five be sent back to Busia which was their entry point to Kenya. 

Their repatriation will be overseen by the Kericho OCS and the Kisumu immigration 

department. 

Chris Tunduli, the driver of the vehicle of registration number KCG 705D, was charged 

separately with transporting the foreigners to an unknown destination. 

Tunduli pleaded not guilty to the charge of human trafficking and was released on a cash 

bail of Sh20,000. 

The case will be mentioned on May 25. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158122/five_somalis_sentenced_for_illegal_e

ntry_sent_back_home.aspx 
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US forces accused of complicity in Somalia raid that left five civilians dead 

May 17, 2018 - US special forces 

have been accused of complicity in 

the deaths of civilians after five 

unarmed men were killed during a 

raid by Somali troops last week that 

they “aided and assisted”. 

The casualties were described as 

banana farmers by local inhabitants, and appear to have been shot while trying to flee the 

site of the operation, which officials say targeted commanders of the al-Shabaab extremist 

group. 

Somali intelligence officials say three men detained in the raid on a village in the Lower 

Shabelle region were senior militants. 

Mohamed Sheikh Mohamud, a farmer in the village of Ma’alinka, 37 miles south of 

Mogadishu, told the Guardian the operation started at about 1am last Thursday when 

“forces came down from a helicopter and started shooting the people in the farm”. 

Mohamud said he knew the five men killed. Two were tractor drivers at a banana farm, and 

three were cattle farmers. 

Anisa Abdullahi, a mortuary attendant who inspected the bodies when they were brought 

into the Medina hospital in Mogadishu the day after the raid, said four of the men died from 

fatal bullet wounds to the back and one was killed by a wound to the chest. 

“After checking, we found all died because of gun shots. The type of the weapon is one type, 

as the wound holes have similar sizes,” Anisa Abdullahi told the Guardian. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 5

https://www.theguardian.com/world/al-shabaab
https://www.theguardian.com/world/al-shabaab
https://www.theguardian.com/world/al-shabaab
https://www.theguardian.com/world/al-shabaab
http://radioshabelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Ciidamo-1.jpg
http://radioshabelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Ciidamo-1.jpg
http://radioshabelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Ciidamo-1.jpg
http://radioshabelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Ciidamo-1.jpg


There are no accounts of any sustained resistance to the special forces during the raid. Four 

Somali security officials and a senior officer with the Amisom regional force based in 

Mogadishu said they did not believe any weapons had been seized during the operation. 

A second resident in the area said he just left the farm when he heard the first shot. 

“It was past midnight and all was peaceful when the shooting began. Nobody fired at them 

as the people there were not armed. They shot the victims from close range and killed 

them,” said Hassan Muhidin, a farmer. 

 An account in the Daily Beast said that at least one villager fired a number of shots at the 

special forces in the belief that they were from a rival clan militia before being wounded and 

throwing his AK-47 away. 

The US has ramped up military efforts against al-Shabaab, the deadliest Islamic extremist 

group in sub-Saharan Africa, under the Trump administration. 

The exact role of the US forces during the raid last week is unclear. There are several hundred 

US troops in Somalia whose primary role is to enhance the local military’s ability to fight al-

Shabaab, which is affiliated to al-Qaida. 

Ali Mohamed Moalin, a traditional elder close to where the alleged raid took place on 

Wednesday night, told the AFP news agency that “two military helicopters” were involved, 

as well as “some foreign special forces”. 

A spokesman for Somalia’s internal security ministry, Abdiasis Ali Mohamed (better known 

as Abdiasis Hildhiban), confirmed the raid saying troops “including Somali government 

forces and their friends raided an enemy target … and killed al-Shabaab members.” 

US troops routinely accompany their Somali charges on operations. One special forces 

soldier during a raid on a village last year, the first US soldier to die in Somali since the 1993 

Black Hawk Down debacle. 

A spokesperson for the US defence department’s Africa Command said that “US forces, in 

an advise-and-assist capacity, partnered in a Somali-led operation to disrupt and degrade al-

Shabaab’s terrorist network near Bulcida, Somalia on 9 May.” 
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Earlier this year the Guardian revealed that dozens of civilians have been killed and wounded 

in Somalia as airstrikes assisted or executed by the US against Islamist militants have 

increased to unprecedented levels. 

Many raids and airstrikes occur in remote locations and al-Shabaab has a long history of 

exaggerating civilian casualties. But US forces frequently struggle to identify targets in a 

complex and dynamic environment. 

Hassan Abdi Jim’ale, an elder from Ma’alinka, claimed: “the Americans” were responsible 

for Thursday’s shooting. 

“They do not kill al-Shabaab. They only kill civilians,” he said. 

A statement from Africom said the reports alleging civilian casualties were being taken 

seriously. 

“As with any allegations of civilian casualties we receive, US Africa Command will review any 

information it has about the incident, including any relevant information provided by third 

parties. If the information supporting the allegation is determined to be credible, Africom 

will determine the next appropriate step,” the statement read. 

“The Department of Defense is fully committed to countering the threat of global terrorism, 

and will continue to support capable partners in the region.” A series of offensives has failed 

to dislodge al-Shabaab from its strongholds. 

Intelligence documents, transcripts of interrogations with recent defectors and interviews 

with inhabitants of areas in the swath of central and southern Somalia controlled by al-

Shabaab have shone a light on the severity of its harsh rule – but also revealed significant 

support in some areas. The group has put to death dozens of “criminals”, inflicted brutal 

punishments on gay people, conducted forced marriages, and used civilian populations as 

human shields. Earlier this month a woman was stoned to death after being convicted of 

bigamy and adultery. 

http://radioshabelle.com/us-forces-accused-of-complicity-in-somalia-raid-that-left-five-

civilians-dead/ 
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AMISOM changes approach in Somalia  

By Eddie Ssejjoba - 17th May 2018 - The soldiers are engaging more with the population to 

deny al-Shabaab recruiting grounds. “There is no more shooting, we are now brothers, but 

have one enemy who we are determined to fight. If they come to kill AMISOM, we shall die 

with them,” an elder vowed. The soldiers are engaging more with the population to deny al-

Shabaab recruiting grounds. “There is no more shooting, we are now brothers, but have one 

enemy who we are determined to fight. If they come to kill AMISOM, we shall die with 

them,” an elder vowed. 

AMISOM soldiers sharing food with 

Somalis women and childrenhas been 

in Somalia for over 10 years.  

The African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM) has nurtured a 

culture of sharing surplus logistics 

with the communities where they 

are deployed to keep peace in the various communities in Somalia. 

It is one of the strategies in creating a rapport and strengthening their relationship with the 

respective communities, which has become effective in isolating the al Shabab militants. 

Major Joram Kabegambire working at the Battle Group 22 located at Ceel Jaale in Marka 

district in the Lower Shabelle region, about 120km South of Mogadishu, said that in addition 

to other strategies, the forces organize and give out their relief to communities mainly 

women and children. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 8

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1477885/amisom-changes-approach-somalia
https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1477885/amisom-changes-approach-somalia
https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1477885/amisom-changes-approach-somalia
https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1477885/amisom-changes-approach-somalia


He said that in addition, during 

the month of Ramadhan (Fasting 

Period), they share their food 

stuffs like sugar, yoghurt, fruits, 

biscuits and others. In 

appreciation of this gesture, 

during the last Christmas, 

according to Kabegambire, the 

community at Ceel Jaale donated a cow, two goats and chicken to the peace keepers to let 

them celebrate the day. 

“We prepared meals and invited them here, we ate together as a way of solidarity and show 

brotherly love,” he explained. 

It is for this reason that eventually 

community members get close and 

talk to the forces freely, which gives 

them the confidence to immediately 

report any suspicious people in their 

localities, who could be plotting an 

attack on the forces. During a recent 

meeting with chiefs and clan elders from the region at Battle Group 22 headquarters, the 

commander, Col. Bonny Bamwiseki reiterated that the force has been encouraging dialogue 

between the different rival clans with a purpose of stopping the fighting amongst 

themselves, reconcile and work together to eliminate al Shabab. He said that basing on 

religious ideological sentiments, the al Shabab group had fueled the fighting among clans, 

which used to give them soft grounds for mass recruitment. But the situation was changing 

after the clans decided to cease fighting and joined AMISOM in maintaining peace in their 

respective areas. 
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“We used to fight and kill each 

other, but that has stopped 

because of the intervention of 

AMISOM,” said one of the elders. 

He added that they are now able 

to trade with each other and 

people were free to move from 

one area to another without any 

problem, which never used to 

happen. 

“There is no more shooting, we are now brothers, but have one enemy who we are 

determined to fight. If they come to kill AMISOM, we shall die with,” an elder vowed. 

He said they don’t have any problem with AMISOM 

since they are even allowed to bring their children to 

the clinic for treatment. He explained that people can 

even afford to move at night. “Even peace keepers 

can move freely in our areas,” he said. The 

community members last month, April 28 they 

identified al Shabab fighters who had used a shortcut 

to enter into the town but worked together with the 

local militias and pursued them. Bamwiseki said the 

enemies tried to lay some ambushes but AMISOM 

forces joined in the pursuit and after four hours, six 

attackers were killed and forced the rest to 

withdraw. Muhammad Abdi-Kadir Bujeti thanked the 

peace keepers for helping them to stop fighting between each other\. He however appealed 

to the peace keepers to stay longer in their area to ensure the current peace prevails. 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1477885/amisom-changes-approach-

somalia 
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Amisom camp where everyone carries a gun 

Friday May 18 2018 

Amisom soldiers patrol a road at Ceeljaale, 

Somalia, on May 11, 2018.  

In Summary 

Al-Shabaab terrorists routinely fire 

motors and rocket propelled grenades 

towards the camps. 

By FRED MUKINDA 

Captain (Dr) Robert Tsimba wears a stethoscope, attending to patients seeking treatment at 

a military camp in Somalia, but still tightly holds an M4 assault rifle. 

At another corner, sergeant James Karanja, the camp’s catechist, sits holding a Bible while 

the other hand carries an AK-47 rifle. 

Evans Wekesa is the camp’s chef and, as he lead cooks in preparing dishes for his comrades, 

he has a G3 rifle on his back. This is the typical life in an African Union Mission to Somalia 

(Amisom) camp in Somalia. 

In Sector Two, the area where Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) are deployed, there are 16 of 

them and are known as Forward Operating Bases. 

With the headquarters at Dhobley, there are bases in Hosingo, Tabda, Belesqoqani, 

Afmadhow, Xagar, Abdalle Birole, Kismayu, Busaar, Fafadun and Kuday, among others. 

SECURITY 

The Nation visited some of the bases and spent days with the soldiers on the frontline.  
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Brigadier Joachim Ngure Mwamburi, the sector commander, started with a warning:  

“The security situation here is fluid and unpredictable. Always wear your helmet and flak 

jacket to protect yourself from bullets. In case of an attack, you move to the trenches. That 

is where we seek protection.”    

Even when Al-Shabaab terrorists - who Amisom is fighting in Somalia - are not ready for a 

confrontation, they routinely fire motors and rocket propelled grenades towards the camps 

in what the military calls “probing attacks”. 

ARMED 

One briefing was interrupted after Brigadier Mwamburi received a call on his cell phone. 

He is heard barking at the caller on the other end, “basi wachemshwe”, (go ahead, open 

fire).” 

The commander later explains that flash lights were spotted approaching one of the bases 

under his command. 

The camp is guarded round the clock by KDF sentries with mounted machine guns, but every 

soldier and officers take their weapons to bed, to the dining table and even to the 

washrooms. 

https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Amisom-camp-where-everyone-carries-a-gun/1056-

4567098-8ki8bm/index.html 
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Ugandan Troops Not At Ease Inside Somalia war 

On May 17, 2018 - After their 

April 2 attack on a Ugandan 

army peacekeepers base in 

Burmalelle, Lower Shabelle 

region of Somalia, Islamist Al-

Shabaab militants telephoned 

Monah Muhammad Zubair and 

warned her against 

collaborating with soldiers deployed in the area. 

Monah is one of several Somali nationals who work as informers for the African Union 

peacekeeping force in Somalia (AMISOM) in Marka district, an area with a high 

concentration of the Al-Shabaab. Monah was not moved by the telephone call. Instead, she 

asked them to pay her if they wanted her to give up the AMISOM job. 

“They sent me $30 on mobile money and I asked them to increase the amount to at least 

$50 which they did. Days later, they sent me a text message telling me to prepare for my 

funeral since I had refused to give up my cooperation with an infidel force,” Monah told The 

Observer. 

Monah spoke to The Observer from Buufow, where the UPDF sector one under the 19th 

battalion is headquartered. It is 81km southwest of Mogadishu, and about 9km from the 

detach at Burmalelle where the Al-Shabaab killed 10 Ugandan soldiers and wounded several 

others on April 2. 

Besides the direct messages to AMISOM collaborators, the Al-Shabaab send similar warnings 

through their Andulus radio that broadcasts from Kunyabarow; the militant group’s biggest 

base in Lower Shabelle. 
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At Kunyabarow, according to Abdallah Bashir, the chief elder in Marka district, the Al-

Shabaab have their biggest hospital, high court and main jail in which they keep captured 

AMISOM soldiers. 

“Al-Shabaab uses a lot of false propaganda against AMISOM through their own radio and TV 

stations; telling the locals not to cooperate with us because AMISOM is a force of the kafir 

[infidels]. But we are trying to counter that through our civilian-military cooperation by 

showing the population that we also have Muslims amongst us,” Lt Col Robert Nahamya told 

journalists on May 1. 

To cripple their propaganda machinery, US forces last month bombed Al-Shabaab’s 

transmission site at Dara Salaam. The militants switched to mobile broadcasts from a van. 

Maj Ceasar Otim Olweny, the spokesman of the Ugandan contingent in Somalia, said the 

militants have other radio stations as well as TV stations some of which broadcast from 

central Mogadishu. 

HARSH CONDITIONS 

The last UPDF outpost is about 240km from Mogadishu. Given the heavy rains that have 

been pounding Somalia over the past couple of weeks, most access roads have been cut off, 

making movement by road difficult for both sides. 

The UN mission in Somalia airlifted journalists to Ceeljalle UPDF forward operating 

base. From here, the journalists boarded infantry fighting vehicles locally known as Mamba 

to Shalamboot which is 8km from the headquarters of the Al-Shabaab. 

This offered an opportunity for the soldiers to speak about their poor facilitation given the 

harsh conditions under which they operate. The infantry commander at Shalamboot, Lt Col 

Fred Mwesigwa, was not as direct as his counterpart Lt Col Nahamya at Buufow. 

“Why are our payments delayed? We came here without anything until AMISOM came in. 

Why should a UN person get paid on time and there is nothing for the Ugandan soldiers? I 

hope you help us carry this message to the bosses,” Nahamya said. 

Nahamya said the UPDF have the worst facilities. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 14



“When you compare our FOBs [forward operating bases] they are the worst. We must have 

good FOBs, not improvised ones. Good shelter, helipads and enough supplies for drugs with 

which we treat the locals,” Nahamya said. 

In the Al-Shabaab infested areas, the AMISOM forces depend on local intelligence given 

through interpreters. The Al-Shabaab have mastered the art of mixing with the civilians 

which has made it difficult for the AMISOM forces to identify them. 

“We have recently started using the sea to take our supplies to Barrawe [the furthest base 

which is 240km from Mogadishu] but in the medium and long term, we hope to start using 

air; the EU is financing the construction of a runway at Barrawe,” Brig Paul L’Okech, the 

Uganda contingent commander in Somalia, said on May 3. 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES 

“We are not here as UPDF; if we were UPDF, it would be a different story [but] AMISOM has 

its own way of operation. It is more defensive yet UPDF is offensive – we would have 

attacked, shelled their bases and flashed them out,” Mwesigwa said. 

Even in situations where AMISOM has authorised the UPDF to attack, they never hold 

ground. 

“In June last year, we went to Jenalle and flashed them out but we couldn’t hold ground 

because the known AMISOM base is Shalamboot, we had to come back, and the Al-Shabaab 

later returned to Jenalle,” Mwesigwa said. 

UN RESOLUTION 

Last year, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 2372 to have a gradual draw-down of 

peace-keeping troops by 2021 so that the Horn of Africa nation takes charge of its own 

security. But the troop-contributing countries say Somalia is not ready. 

“After 10 years of presence, the UN wants us to hand power to the Somali National Army 

but the transition is condition-based; that as we move, there must be a stable and secure 

country,” said Col Richard Omwega, the AMISOM force spokesman. 
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Omwega belongs to the Kenya Defence Forces. According to the withdraw plan, another 

1,000 troops will be withdrawn in October this year which comes with a closure of a FOB for 

each of the troop-contributing countries. Besides Uganda and Kenya, AMISOM has troops 

from Burundi, Ethiopia and Djibouti. 

The big debate among the AMISOM commanders is whether the UN wish is achievable 

within three years. 

“The transition must be shaped in such a way that the SNA [Somali National Army] is well 

trained and prepared. They are well trained but not well prepared to take over the 

challenge,” said L’Okech. 

Currently, there are 75 SNA cadet officers training in Uganda. These will join an earlier force 

of 4,000 SNA officers who were trained by Uganda. Turkey is training another force of about 

1,000, the United Arab Emirates  (UAE) trained about 500 troops plus some more being 

trained separately by the  US and European Union. 

“Getting fighters is easy but how do you maintain them? Somalia for quite a long time didn’t 

have an army, we are trying to build one but we need to put a lot of effort in training, re-

organisation and preparation,” L’Okech said. 

AMISOM is also selling to the Somali government the idea of an LDU-like force to secure 

villages. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/17/ugandan-troops-not-at-ease-inside-

somalia-war/ 
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Somaliland Opposition Leader Warabe Bashes UN’s Keating Over Tukaraq 

Conflict 

On May 17, 2018 - Outspoken 

Somaliland’s main opposition leader 

Feisal Ali Warabe on Thursday accused 

UN Chief in Somalia Michael Keating of 

fanning clashes between the breakaway 

region and Puntland in the disputed 

border town of Tukaraq. “You are the one benefitting from the conflict because you take 

millions from the United Nations Security Council. You constantly portray Somalia as a 

troubled region” Warabe told journalists in Hargeisa. Warabe was reacting to the UN Chief’s 

call for Somaliland and Puntland to end the fighting in Tukaraq after renewed clashes on 

Tuesday. The United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia, 

Michael Keating, joins the country’s President Mohamed Abdullahi “Farmaajo” in calling for 

an immediate cessation of hostilities between ‘Somaliland’ and Puntland forces following 

recent fighting in the Tukaraq area of the Sool region” a statement from UN said. And that 

statement has triggered protest in Somaliland. 

“A message to Michael Keating. Farmaajo no longer is control of Somalia you are the one 

ruling Somalia” he said.  “The call that you gave us to stop the fighting we hereby decline it. 

We have stopped the war ourselves not through your command. We are asking are you 

going to stop the war.” Warabe said. “This is a very irresponsible statement from 

@UNSomalia and M Keating. 1) Puntland forces were ordered by @M_Farmaajo to attack 

#Somaliland. 2) Somaliland is not a federal member state of Somalia. UNSOM should refrain 

from taking sides if they genuinely care about Tukaraq conflict” Robleh Mohamud a 

Somaliland political commentator tweeted echoing the reaction of many from the region.  
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Warabe pointed his guns at the Council of Regional States leaders who this week concluded 

their second conference in the South West administrative capital Baidoa. 

“I also condemn the Baidoa conference saying that Tukaraq is under Somalia but in reality is 

in Somaliland.They dont know their geography.” Warabe said. 

Keating last week visited both Puntland President Abdiweli Gaas and Somaliland’s Muse Bihi 

to arbitrate over the Tukaraq fighting. 

At least 30 people were killed in the latest conflict on the disputed region of Sool. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/17/somaliland-opposition-leader-warabe-

bashes-uns-keating-over-tukaraq-conflict/ 
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Somaliland government and parties criticize the administration of Mogadishu 

fighting between Puntland and Somaliland +Pictures  

Thursday May 17, 2018 - by Abdikarim Saed Salah - 

Hargeysa (Horseednews.com) Somaliland 

government and parties criticize the administration 

of Mogadishu fighting between Puntland and 

Somaliland A large-scale meeting of government 

leaders, the leadership of the three political parties 

of KULMIYE, UCID and WADDANI and a number of 

former presidents. The Republic of Somaliland has 

been strongly criticized for its solidarity and unity 

on the aggression of the authorities in Mogadishu on the east border of Somaliland and 

supporting the national army in the area. The meeting, led by the Vice President of the 

Republic of Somaliland, Abdirahman Abdillahi Ismail (Saylici), was accompanied by Chairman 

of UCID, Eng. Faysal Ali Warabe, the second deputy chairman of the party KULMIYE, Mudane 

Ahmed Abdi dheere, the WADDANI party chairman, Abdikadir Haji Ismail Jirde, the first vice 

president of WADDANI, Mr. Abdirisaq Khaliif Ahmed, the second and fourth vice-president 

of Somaliland, Abdirahman Aw Ali Farah and Ahmed Yusuf Yassin, were at the same time 

responding to the challenge of the administration of Mogadishu over the borders of the 

country, calling on the public to unity, solidarity and support for the armed forces in the 

region. Abdirahman Abdillahi Ismail (Saylici), firstly congratulated the national army on the 

blow to the enemy's opponents, reminding the international community that Somaliland 

had never been ready to engage in bloodshed, and completely united with Somaliland, "We 

are here to clarify that the Somaliland nation is not divided in the defense of the country, 

the existence of Somaliland, and the violence in the Horn of Africa, and we are also grateful 
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to the national armed forces of Somaliland, and the international community We have not 

been prepared for Somaliland since the 27-year-old Somaliland has been living, and now it's 

hard to be ready for peace, and the blessed month of the holy month is not ready for blood." 

Chairman of UCUD opposition party, Eng. Faisal Ali Waraabe, who addressed many issues, 

pointed out that Somaliland's opposition and conspiracy was in the hands of the enemy, and 

its enemies were united and said, "We are here to let the dictatorship of the people of 

Somalia thought that Somaliland is part of the execution-cleft is, here we are here to 

demonstrate the region's unity, the three parties are present, government is present, it does 

not we have qaybsannahay issues down, but in terms of national interest and national 

defense it is unified, and those who are said are divisive. " The chairman of the UCID Party, 

who spoke on the occasion, sent a congratulatory message and congratulations to the armed 

forces of the Republic of Somaliland, his weapons and military supplies recently struck the 

enemy's attack on the new attack, "I congratulate Somalilanders who are well versed against 

the aggression, and this war is not a gateway to Somalia, it is a war in Somalia, and I call on 

the people of Garowe to call for peace and not to be used Congratulations to Farmaajo and 

his team for tonight's launch of the Tactics we planned to go through May 15th, "said Faisal 

Ali Warabe. The WADDANI party chairman, Abdikadir Haji Ismail Jire, also described the crisis 

in the conflict and declared that Somaliland is always ready to respond to any aggression in 

its enemies. "Somaliland will never be defeated, Somalia, Somaliland, Puntland, nor any of 

its administrations, nor will they be established in peace, but all of them are in a state of 

emergency, and national action will be taken against the war. unfortunately, they do not 

always bring it, and Somaliland is always ready to fight and defend itself. " Jirde said, adding 

that the international community has reminded that the region's eastern neighbors are 

always ready to defend their territories, "This war is not clan war, our tactics and our borders 

are defending local residents, and they are ready and we are supporting them, the Laascood, 

Taleex, Tackou and Buuhoodle, are fighting for them, "said Abdikadir Jirde, the chairman. 

Somaliland's second vice president, Abdirahman Aw Ali Farah, is also the president 

http://horseednews.com/articles/19131/Somaliland-government-and-parties-criticize-the-

administration-of-Mogadishu-fighting-between-Puntland-and-Somaliland-Pictures 
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Reuters: 45 Somaliland troops dead 

GAROWE, Somalia, May 16 (Reuters) - Dozens of people have been killed in clashes between 

troops of Somalia's breakaway region of Somaliland and its semi-autonomous region of 

Puntland, medical workers and military officials from both sides said on Wednesday. 

Puntland and Somaliland have been engaged in conflict over the disputed Sool region for 

more than 10 years. People who live there are divided over which side to back. 

The two sides engaged in fierce fighting on Tuesday over the ownership of Tuka Raq village, 

which had been seized by Somaliland last month. The village is close to Garowe, the capital 

of Puntland. 

"Yesterday, 45 dead soldiers and dozens of others injured were brought in. Three people 

died of their wounds today including two Somaliland military officers," Farah Said, a doctor 

at Lasanod town, told Reuters on Wednesday. 

Puntland, which claimed to have seized the village that was fought over, said it had lost 18 

of its soldiers. 

Said Mohamed, a doctor at Garowe hospital, told Reuters that 21 injured people had been 

brought in on Tuesday. "Two of them died of their wounds today," he said. 

Residents reported sporadic shelling in the area of the fighting on Wednesday, as rain and 

burials for the dead kept a lid on military activities. 

Somalia's President Mohamed Abdullahi urged elders and civil society groups on Tuesday to 

mediate between the two states and end the violence. (Reporting by Abdiqani Hassan and 

Abdi Sheikh Writing by Duncan Miriri; editing by David Stamp)  

https://www.somalispot.com/threads/reuters-45-somaliland-troops-dead.42216/ 
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President of Somaliland received a large delegation from the Czech Republic 

Hargeysa (Horseednews.com) The president of the Republic 

of Somaliland, Mr. Mose Bihi Abdi, has received a large 

delegation from the Czech Republic, led by the Deputy 

Minister of Trade and Industry Mr. Vladimir Bartl. 

The president of the Republic of Somaliland, Mr. Moses Bihi 

Abdi, has received a large delegation from the Czech 

Republic, led by the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry Mr. Vladimir Bartl. 

The President of the Republic of Somaliland, HE Mr. Abdirahman Abdillahi Ismail, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Somaliland, was accompanied by the President of the 

Republic of Somaliland. Sacad Ali Shire, ambassador to the African Union, Ambasador 

Abdillahi Mohamed Duale and other members. 

The meeting, discussed issues related to Somaliland's achievements and Somaliland's 

readiness to cooperate with the international community. First of all, the President of the 

Republic of Somaliland, Mr. Moses Bihi Abdi, gave a briefing on the various levels of 

Somaliland's achievements, the achievements made and the level of democracy and 

elections, thanks to their visit to Somaliland. Also President Muse, assured members of the 

delegation that they are welcome to welcome the people of all who they think can 

collaborate in the areas of development, politics and friendship. The Czech government has 

expressed its gratitude to the President for their welcome, and they are ready to work in 

Somaliland for projects in the fields of finance and education, and their business contacts 

with their counterparts in Somaliland.  

https://www.somalispot.com/threads/president-of-somaliland-received-a-large-delegation-from-
the-czech-republic.42282/ 
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Somaliland - URGENT ACTION - MEN CONVICTED FOR EXERCISING FREEDOM 

OF SPEECH  

(Amnesty International)- Mohamed Kayse Mohamoud and Boqor Osman aw Muhamed 

Mohamed  have been convicted for publicly exercising their rights to the freedom of 

expression. 

On 26 April, a Hargeisa judge 

sentenced Boqor Osman aw 

Muhamed Mohamed, a traditional 

figure commonly  known as 

Burmadow, to five years in prison for 

“bringing the state into contempt” 

and “spreading false news.” While 

Muhamed was attending the inauguration of an elder in the Puntland region of Somalia, he 

called for Puntland and Somaliland to withdraw their troops from the Sool region. According 

to the judge, his statement “weakened the existence of the sovereignty of Somaliland and 

denounced the national army”. The judge in Muhamed’s case, Ahmed Dalmar Ismail, denied 

him access to his lawyer or time to prepare his defence even though he repeatedly asked for 

both. Instead on the day of the trial, the judge only heard the prosecution’s case and 

immediately sentenced Muhamed on the same day. 

On 7 February, Mohamed Kayse Mohamoud, an author, was arrested and detained for 

referring to Somaliland President Muse Bihi Abdi, as a “local” in his Facebook post, On 16 

April, he was charged and found guilty of offending the honor of the president as “the 

president is a national president”. He was sentenced to 18 months in prison. 

Amnesty International is concerned that Mohamed Kayse Mohamoud and Boqor Osman 

aw  Muhamed Mohamed have been convicted solely for exercising their right to freedom of 

expression. 
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Please write immediately in Somali or your own language: 

 Calling on the Somaliland authorities to immediately and unconditionally release 

Mohamed Kayse Mohamoud and Boqor Osman aw Muhamed Mohamed, as they have been 

convicted solely for exercising their right to freedom of expression; 

 Calling on them to ensure that, pending their release, the two men are granted access to 

both their lawyers and families; and 

 Calling on them to amend broad provisions in their penal code, which allows for the 

harassment of those who express public critiques of the Somaliland government. 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 JUNE 2018 TO: 

Somaliland Chief Justice 

Adam Haji Hargeisa, Somaliland 

Email: aadamhaji@gmail.com 

Somaliland Attorney General , Hassan Ahmed Adan , Hargeisa, Somaliland 

Email: hassmo12@yahoo.com 

And copies to: President of Somaliland Muse Bihi , Office of the President Hargeisa, 

Somaliland 

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local 

diplomatic addresses below: Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email 

Email address Salutation Salutation Please check with your section office if sending appeals 

after the above date. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Amnesty International is concerned about the apparent clampdown on freedom of 

expression in Somaliland under President Muse Bihi’s administration. On 27 January, Naema 

Ahmed Ibrahim, a prominent Somali poet, was arrested at Egal International Airport, 
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Hargeisa while on her way to Mogadishu, Somalia. She was charged with ‘anti-national 

activity of a citizen abroad’ and with bringing Somaliland into contempt. She was accused of 

making statements “against Somaliland’s separation from Somalia” and of “calling 

Somaliland a region” in her Facebook posts, while she was in Mogadishu. Somaliland 

declared independence from Somalia in 1991, and authorities insist that Somaliland must be 

referred to as a state, and not a region within a larger state. As such, she was found guilty of 

the second charge and sentenced to three years in prison on 15 April. She was threatened 

with rape and beaten while in detention in Gabiley Prison, but she was released on a 

presidential pardon on 7 May. On 17 February, Mohamed Aabi Digaale, Hargeisa bureau 

chief of London based Universal TV, was arrested and detained without charge. The arrest 

was allegedly in response to a news report criticizing the Somaliland government 

broadcasted by Universal TV earlier that month. He was released on bail on 27 February. 

Name: Mohamed Kayse Mohamoud and Boqor Osman aw Muhamed Mohame 

http://www.medeshivalley.com/2018/05/somaliland-urgent-action-men-convicted.html 
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Somaliland National Leaders Arrive at Six-Point Resolution on Pressing Issues 

May 17, 2018 - His Excellency the President of the Republic of Somaliland, Musa Bihi Abdi, 

Thursday, called national leaders to a consultative meeting convened at the presidency to 

find a common stand on pressing issues at the head of which was the invasion of Somalia’s 

Puntland forces which was soundly repulsed.At the meeting, besides the President and the 

Vice President, all three national parties, the House of Elders, the House of representatives, 

the judiciary were fully and visibly represented. Dahir Rayale Kahin, the 3rd President of the 

Republic of Somaliland, and the other three living Vice-Presidents since 1991, Hassan Essa 

Jama, Abdirahman Aw Ali Farah, and Ahmed Yussuf Yassin, were present, too, as was veteran 

politician/leader and statesman, Professor Ali Khalif Galaydh. 

The leaders resolved that: 

1. El Afwein clan hostilities must be decisively and finally brought to a lasting end 

2. All differences and discord which surfaced during and in the wake of the recent 

presidential elections be amicably resolved among the national parties 

3. the nation adopt a unified stand against the Somalia-prompted, Puntland Federal-

State military invasion on Somaliland troops in the Tukaraq areas 

4. Projects earmarked for the eastern regions of Somaliland be accelerated 

5. The international community be informed that Somalia has mounted an 

unaggravated, naked aggression against the territorial integrity of the Republic of 

Somaliland using military force in the Tukaraq area of Sool 

6. Somaliland reiterates its time-tested adoption of peaceful coexistence and respect 

of regional, internationally demarcated borders and especially as it related to those 

between Somalia and Somaliland. 

Waddani was represented by its interim Chairman, Abdulkadir Jirdeh, Deputy Chairman, 

Abdirizak Khalif and Mohamed Arraleh Duur. Faisal Ali Warabe and Abdinassir 
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On May 15, the Federal State of 

Somalia finally decided to engage in a 

head-on assault on Somaliland troops 

stationed in the vicinity of Tukaraq 

town some 65 kilometers inside the 

boundaries between colonial 

Somaliland and Somalia, ending 

running skirmishes in over 25 

occasions which the Somalia militias 

kept shelling the Somaliland army 

positions. 

The attack was timed to coincide with 

the 27th anniversary of the nation’s 

restoration of an independence it 

sacrificed for a Greater Somalia in 

1960 in a first partnership with Italian 

Somalia. The union did not work 

culminating in a protracted civil war which cost citizens of former British Somaliland dearly 

but ended in the restoration of their 

independence in an all-clan 

resolution on May 18 1991.The 

meeting, the first of its kind in a very 

long time in terms of its all-inclusive 

nature, once more showed the 

resilience and innate unity of a 

seasoned nation the likes of which 

the world has rarely witnessed.  

http://www.somtribune.com/2018/05/17/somaliland-national-leaders-arrive-at-six-point-

resolution-on-pressing-issues/ 
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World Telecom Day marked in Somalia 

Mogadishu | QOL | May 17, 2018 – 

Somalia joined the rest of the world to 

observe World Telecommunication and 

Information Society Day (WTISD) on 17th 

May. The event was aimed at increasing 

awareness of how crucial communication 

is in our lives, in addition to stimulating the development of technologies in the field. The 

theme for WTISD-18 will focus on the potential of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to accelerate the 

United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). AI-based technologies are already 

emerging as a key component of proactive tools and applications being used to help people 

lead better lives by improving healthcare, education, finance, agriculture, transportation, 

and a wide range of other services. Technical managers representing telcoms, ISPs, 

academia, content developers, and government, who attended today’s event, highlighted 

the need for collaboration by all stakeholders in developing the ICT sector in Somalia. The 

Acting Director General of Ministry of Post, Telecom and Technology, Mr. Abdulrahman 

Addow, who closed the event, said the Ministry is empowering young people to develop ICT 

tools that will improve the lives of citizens nationwide. He noted that everything that 

happens in the world is driven by technology; therefore ICT has become a tool that we 

cannot do without. He mentioned that countless opportunities will be identified as our 

young people come up with Artificial Intelligence-based solutions that address local 

problems. He expressed the Ministry’s commitment to work to move the communications 

industry forward. Each year on May 17, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

marks the founding of ITU and the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 

1865. 

http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/17/world-telecom-day-marked-in-somalia/ 
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Somalia Drive project a great relief  

Thursday May 17, 2018 - 

Hundreds of thousands of 

residents in Garndersville, a 

Monrovia suburb, including 

businesses along the Somalia 

Drive are breathing relief in the 

wake of the nearly completion of 

phase one of rehabilitation works 

on the route from Freeport to 

Redlight under the auspices of the Government of Japan. 

The project, negotiated with the Japanese government by former President Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf at the reported cost of US$100 million is being implemented thru the Japan 

International Cooperation Agency or JICA. 

Somalia Drive does not only provide access to residents in the suburb of the capital, but is a 

major commercial route that connects the Freeport of Monrovia to the main commercial 

district of Paynesville, which provides the trade route to the rest of Liberia. 

Phase one of the project includes expansion of the current two-lane to four lanes, involving 

construction of two completely new lanes along with the current ones, stretching 13.2 

Kilometers besides expansion of the Stockton Creek Bridge and repair of the Double Bridge 

adjacent Stephen Tolbert Estate. 

Well paved road is a key infrastructure that drives economic activities and boosts local trade, 

while increasing access. As a result of phase one of the project, commercial drivers, including 

bike and Baja riders have increased in plying the route. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 29



Not only that, they now spend less time than previously in moving from one point to 

another. In other words, potholes and cracks that impeded smooth drive are being gradually 

addressed. 

What makes Somalia Drive different from all other ongoing road projects across the country 

is that the Japanese themselves are executing the project, removing red tapes and 

bureaucratic bottlenecks that usually affect quality service. Liberians are surely going to 

appreciate, as they are beginning to express now, the impact of quality roads. 

Though the project is just ending its first phase, we hail the Government and people of Japan 

for this great support to Liberia that has revolutionized road quality and connectivity in the 

country. For the very first time in the nation’s history, we are benefiting a four-lane drive 

that is separated by solid concrete to reduce onward collision in the traffic and other 

vehicular accidents. 

With the ongoing pavement of the Somalia Drive, population is expected to increase in the 

entire Gardnersville, as access is being made easier than before. Besides, students and 

workers would get to their respective destinations in time, while marketers and traders 

transporting goods and local produce would do so with less stress, usually associated with 

traffic congestion. 

As the saying goes, one good turn deserves another. The Japanese would leave an indelible 

imprint here after the project shall have been completed that should open other avenues 

for more bilateral cooperation between both governments and peoples not only for 

mutuality, but south, south cooperation. 

 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158117/somalia_drive_project_a_great_relief

.aspx 
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Somalia Cabinet Approves Aviation and Airspace Bill 

On May 17, 2018 - Somali 

cabinet on Thursday approved 

the Horn of Africa country’s 

first Aviation and Airspace bill. 

The bill drafted by the Ministry 

of Aviation was tabled for 

discussion at the weekly 

cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire in the Somali capital 

Mogadishu. 

Mohamed Abdullahi Salad Somalia’s Aviation Minister told the cabinet that a lot had gone 

to research and consultation prior to the drafting of the bill to ensure it met international 

standards. 

December 28 Somalia took control and management of it’s airspace after 27 years being run 

by the United Nations International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) regional office in 

Nairobi following the collapse of the Siad Barre government. 

Somali President Mohamed Abdulahi Farmajo officially inaugurated the offices and 

equipment installed at Mogadishu International Airport. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/17/somalia-cabinet-approves-first-aviation-

and-airspace-bill/ 
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Final Round of Negotiations for Somalia’s Return to COMESA 

16 MAY 18 - Somalia Government 

delegation meets the COMESA Bureau 

of Council 

The final negotiations towards the 

admission of the State of Somalia to 

COMESA concluded Wednesday, May 

16, 2018 at the COMESA Secretariat in Lusaka with the review of a draft Agreement on the 

country’s accession to the COMESA Treaty. Representatives of the COMESA Bureau of the 

Council of Ministers led by the Secretary General at the Ministry of Trade and Consumption 

of Madagascar, Mrs. Rafidy Josielle, led the negotiations. Somalia delegation was led by Mr. 

Ahmed Elmi Muhumud, Adviser to the Minister of Commerce and Industry. The negotiations 

came ahead of the forthcoming 20th COMESA Summit whereby Somalia and Tunisia are set 

to join the regional bloc, having fulfilled the terms and conditions of accession to the 

COMESA Treaty. Assistant Secretary General Dr Kipyego Cheluget and the Director of Legal 

Affairs Mr. Brian Chigawa as well as other COMESA senior officials assisted the two parties 

in the negotiations. With the entry of Somalia and Tunisia, membership to the regional bloc 

will rise from 19 to 21 thus making COMESA, which is the largest regional economic 

community in Africa, even larger. Somalia was formerly a full member of the Preferential 

Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa (PTA), the predecessor of COMESA, but failed to 

make the transition due to lack of government following a long civil war. Upon admission, 

the new member States will be bound by the provisions of the Treaty. Within six months of 

admission, they shall deposit the instrument of acceptance with the Secretary General of 

COMESA together with an instrument of accession. This will mark the full admission to 

membership. 

http://www.comesa.int/final-round-of-negotiations-for-somalias-return-to-comesa/  
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Mercy Corps: Youth Development Programs in Somalia Could Halve Support 

for Violent Groups 

New research finds access to secondary education and community engagement are an 

effective combination in conflict-affected areas. 

Ten years ago, 80 percent of aid went to natural 

disaster victims. Today 80 percent goes to victims 

of conflict. Countries must make conflict 

prevention a central pillar of foreign policy 

Mogadishu, Somalia (PRWEB) May 17, 2018 - New 

research from the global organization Mercy Corps 

reveals that young people in conflict-affected areas of Somalia who have access to secondary 

education are almost half as likely– 48 percent – to support violent groups than those not in 

school. When structured community-engagement opportunities complement access to 

education, they are nearly 65 percent less likely to support violence. 

The report, “If Youth are Given the Chance,” measured the impact of Mercy Corps’ Somali 

Youth Learners Initiative (SYLI), a multi-year program funded by the United States Agency 

for International Development. The program improved access and quality of education for 

more than 100,000 young people through construction and rehabilitation of schools and 

improved teacher training. The program also created community-engagement opportunities 

through student clubs and youth-led community-improvement initiatives. 

“Although we anticipated a reduction in support for violent groups based on our previous 

research, we did not anticipate the scale of that reduction,” says Beza Tesfaye, Senior 

Researcher for Mercy Corps and co-author of the report. “This important insight could be 

useful for the government of Somalia in implementing a national strategy to tackle support 

for violent groups.” 
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Despite mounting evidence that development programs can promote stability, investment 

remains low. In 2016, only nine percent of $180.6 billion in worldwide development 

assistance tackled underlying causes of violence. 

“Ten years ago, 80 percent of aid went to natural disaster victims. Today 80 percent goes to 

victims of conflict. Countries must make conflict prevention a central pillar of foreign policy,” 

says Tesfaye. “Mercy Corps urges donors and the international community to learn from 

successful programs like SYLI.” 

The research evaluated the program in Somalia’s South Central and Puntland regions, 

reflecting surveys of more than 1,200 youth ages 15 to 24 years old interviewed between 

April and May 2017. It reinforces the findings of a 2016 analysis undertaken in the self-

declared independent region of Somaliland, where in-school youth with access to civic-

engagement opportunities through SYLI were 20 percent less likely to support political 

violence. 

Mercy Corps has worked in Somalia since 2005 and has helped more than 1 million Somalis 

by improving access to food and clean water, supporting local markets and providing 

education and civic opportunities for young people. 

http://www.prweb.com/releases/2018/05/prweb15495568.htm 
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How educational programs in Africa can help counter violent extremism 

by Beza Tesfaye and Beth Maclin by Beza Tesfaye and Beth Maclin  

Analysis Interpretation of the news based on evidence, including data, as well as anticipating 

how events might unfold based on past events  

May 17  

Hundreds of al-Shabab fighters 

perform military exercises in the 

Lafofe area south of Mogadishu, 

Somalia, in 2011. (AP) 

Somalia’s capital has been 

rocked by multiple bomb 

attacks in the past few 

months, and a May 6 blast in 

a border town killed seven 

Kenyan soldiers. In recent months, a series of bombings left dozens dead or injured. 

Most analysts believe that al-Shabab, the al-Qaeda-backed extremist group that has waged 

an insurgency against the federal government for more than 10 years, is responsible for 

these attacks. 

The recent violence comes in the wake of devastating twin truck bombs that killed hundreds 

in Mogadishu in October 2017. Despite making gains in security and governance during the 

past year, Somalia continues to struggle to escape the trap of conflict and instability. 

With the United States currently escalating its military presence in Somalia, a major question 

for the Somali government, U.S. forces and others actors on the ground is how to counter 

the appeal of violent groups among young people — their common recruits. 
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This is also a vital question for governments engaged in conflict zones around the world. 

Some, including Somalia’s leaders, see increasing access to education as a way to address 

disaffected youth’s frustrations with the status quo and steer them away from armed groups 

like al-Shabab. 

[Somalia’s African Union mission has a new exit strategy. But can troops actually leave?] 

Does this approach work? And if so, does it work everywhere? We set out to explore the 

common assumption that educational programs will help counter violent extremism. 

How we did our research on political violence 

Working with the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice, Mercy Corps — the global 

organization for which we work — designed a study to help us understand how secondary 

education affects young people’s support for political violence. We focused on the Somali 

Youth Learners Initiative (SYLI), a USAID-funded program implemented by Mercy Corps and 

other partners. 

Across Somalia, the program improved access to secondary education, reaching almost 

25,000 young people. SYLI also worked with youth in and outside of school to develop 

leadership skills and facilitate opportunities to improve their communities through civic 

engagement activities. 

In a new report, we describe how the program — both by itself and in combination with civic 

engagement activities — changed young people’s attitudes toward opposition groups like 

al-Shabab. We focused on areas of Somalia previously under the control of armed groups 

and al-Shabab. 

[Boko Haram vs. al-Shabab: What do we know about their patterns of violence?] 

We employed quantitative and qualitative data, surveying 1,220 Somali youth and 

conducting in-depth interviews with another 40 young people in 2017. We compared 

students in SYLI-supported schools to out-of-school youth to understand how the program 

influenced their willingness to support or aid armed opposition groups. 

Yes, secondary education did make an impact 
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We found that the provision of secondary education through SYLI significantly reduced 

support for violence. In-school youth were half as likely (48.2 percent) to support armed 

groups as out-of-school youth. Further, the combination of SYLI-supported secondary 

education and civic engagement activities like advocacy campaigns and community service 

projects had an even greater effect on reducing support for violence. Our results show 

students offered civic engagement opportunities were 64.8 percent less likely to support 

political violence than non-engaged youth. 

This study reinforces some of what we learned when we tested the same program in the 

self-declared independent region of Somaliland a year earlier. In Somaliland the 

combination of education and civic engagement opportunities had the greatest impact on 

reducing support for political violence. 

However, this new study also highlights the fact that the same program can yield different 

results. We noted that education reduced support for political violence in South Central 

Somalia and Puntland, while our survey found that education may increase such support in 

the relatively peaceful areas like Somaliland. 

Why do we see these divergent outcomes? 

As it turns out, context matters — even within the same country. In parts of Somalia where 

the provision of basic services is limited, increasing access to secondary education improved 

young people’s perceptions of the government. We think this led to a reduction in support 

for armed opposition groups. 

However, in the more developed and stable Somaliland, where people expected their 

government to provide higher levels of services, it’s a different story. In some cases, the 

provision of education does not appear to be enough to stop youth from supporting political 

violence. 

These studies have important implications for development programs in conflict-affected 

countries. The full impact that stability programs have on violence is driven in part by the 

context in which they are implemented. 
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In countries emerging from conflict with few, if any, functioning systems, simply investing in 

basic services such as education can be a quick win for the government — and for donors 

focused on promoting stability. In the long term, however, this gain in popular support is not 

enough. 

[This is why al-Shabab won’t be going away anytime soon] 

As conflict-affected areas of Somalia eventually stabilize and develop, education alone will 

likely not address all the grievances that drive youth to support political violence. Education 

gives young people the chance to gain knowledge and skills, but it also raises expectations 

and awareness of what citizens are lacking. Young people can grow angry and frustrated if 

they perceive the government is unable or uninterested in meeting their needs. 

What does this mean for development strategies, and international partners? These shifting 

dynamics require the development of both short- and long-term strategies for managing and 

reducing violence — or risk exacerbating the situation. 

This means investing in basic post-conflict reconstruction, including rebuilding public 

services, while laying the groundwork for long-term peace and development by improving 

governance and providing youth with meaningful opportunities. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/05/17/how-educational-

programs-in-africa-can-help-counter-violent-extremism/?utm_term=.6fddab000717 
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Disintegrated Somali health care system: From hapless to hopeless 

May 17, 2018 - Kinsi Abdi Farah 

now cares for her one-year-old 

nephew after his mother died 

during childbirth. She has brought 

Saed to the Red Crescent mobile 

health clinic for treatment for a 

persistent cough, diarrhoea and 

rash.  

Written by: Abdirahman A. Adam Dhere 

Health sector is one of the most essential life sustaining principles in human life and devoid 

of it human being wouldn’t exist. A healthy individual shapes and delivers the outcome of a 

complete and a well-oriented society. As a result, better health is fundamental to human 

happiness and safety. It also makes an important contribution to economic progress, as 

healthy populations live longer, are more dynamic, and save more. 

Numerous factors manipulate health status and country’s ability to provide valuable health 

services for its people. Ministries of health are significant actors, but so are other 

government sectors, donor associations, civil society groups and communities themselves. 

As soon as the health is elementary need for all human species, beyond doubt the health 

sector in Somalia is still in a grave condition with one of the worst health indicators in the 

world. With a population of 12.3 million, 1.1 million people are internally displaced. 

Acute humanitarian needs increase to some extent; the number of people current in need 

of humanitarian backing has reached 5 million, which is more than 40% of the population. 

The annual post-Gu assessment, which was released by the food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO)-managed Food Security and Nutrition Unit (FSNAU) in September 2017 
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Somalia is among the least developed countries listed in the 2012 Human Development 

Index.  The country suffers from prolonged internal conflicts, poverty, human right 

violations, high population growth, desertification, recurrent droughts and famines, weak 

economy, poor governance, haphazard settlements, environmental humiliation and broken 

health care system. 

After the fall of the central government, Somalia has been the archetype of a failed state in 

the world for the past 20 years. The Somali states slowly went to wrack and ruin over a 

period of a decade and then collapsed in 1991. 

A malicious civil war and tyrant regime has overwhelmed the country since 1988 and the 

downfall of the political regulation has produced an indescribable tragedy by consuming 

nearly 700 000 lives and displacing over three million people. ‘‘United Nations, Humanitarian 

Situation in Somalia: Monthly Analysis, Nairobi, April 2007’’. 

Somalia’s political blow has turned into the most terrible humanitarian crisis in the world; 

therefore these calamities have not only been limited to the despair of its people, and other 

than accompanied by the disintegration of public infrastructure and regulatory mechanism, 

such as recognized banking systems, telecommunications, provision of inputs, and access to 

international markets. 

Political instability and poor governance has stifled the health care system, which suffering 

from scarce funding, misconduct, and overall poor planning and policy development ever 

since independence, and created an overwhelming of nation’s staggering health care system 

and its handling mechanism. 

To make a correlation about past Somalia health care coordination and current misguided 

health care system, let us glance back a little bit; about the several highlights in the history 

of health care services in Somalia. 

In early 1966, a nursing school was established in Hargeisa and another one in Mogadishu 

in1970.  Subsequently, in 1973, a faculty of medicine and Surgery was set up in 

Mogadishu.  In the 1980s, the commencement of these social institutions has brought in 

massive external assistance which is from international organizations and foreign 

governments. 
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It established primary health care training institutions and opened the door for medical 

specialty training in TB (tuberculosis) and lung diseases in late 1980s. 

These training institutions boosted the human resources for health and literally expanded 

access to health care services and improved the quality of health care in Somalia at that 

time; particularly with regard to TB. 

However, the substantial resources injected into the health care system were not used 

properly and their contributions faded soon. Another landmark of advancement was the 

formation of a semi-autonomous refugee health unit in the Ministry of health to serve the 

refugees from Ethiopia in 1977, which attracted gigantic foreign aid and expatriate health 

professionals. 

The refugee health unit initiated brilliant health care planning and efficient operations which 

optimistically influenced the overall ministry of health functions and operations. The RHU 

staff gained precious experience and knowledge concerning civic health concepts and 

practices. These formed proficient public health professionals and raised the alertness and 

practice of public health in Somalia. 

Also in 1980s, research in medical sciences was initiated by the faculty of medicine, in 

association with numerous universities in Sweden, through the National Academy of Science 

and Arts in Mogadishu. 

This was a new crack of dawn in exploration in medical sciences and the other entire fields 

in Somalia. This initiative and others mentioned priory mainly contributed to healthy 

manpower production and smooth improvement. 

Despite the training institutions, there were several parameters of controlli+ng contagious 

disease in Somalia, which has been fulfilled by foreign aid agencies. For instance, infectious 

diseases was the most abundant disease in Somalia, as quoted by the ‘‘New England journal 

of medicine 328 (1993): ‘‘the threat of infectious diseases in Somalia’’ after a while, the 

smallpox eradication campaign and introduction of Primary health care and new 

tuberculosis (TB) treatment regimens by the Finnish International Development Agency 

(FINIDA) was in progress in the mid-1970s. 
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The perpendicular programs that had disease-definite objectives were funded almost 

entirely by international organizations and development agencies, like UNICEF, WHO, 

UNFPA, FINIDA, USAID, UNDP, EU, and the SIDA. 

In addition to that, WHO and UNICEF contributed many procedural plans; it funded a couple 

of primary health care line up that was experimental, whereas some of the other agencies 

were involved in program development, accomplishment, and assessment. 

Also UNICEF was involved in the Expanded Program on Immunization operations, in 

collaboration with the WHO. 

Likewise, FINIDA funded the national TB control program for at least six regions in Somalia, 

but quite certain change on the disease burden has been observed at that time, owing to 

poor proper usage. So far, Somalia’s health care system status illustrates the bottom of the 

list among the developing countries. (CIA, Somalia—World Fact Book, 2005) 

To be continued regarding the background of Somali health foundation and its international 

aid funding, there were multiple surveillances like, UNFPA (United Nations fund for 

population activities) ‘‘Somalia country paper’’ (2013) which was estimating the 

demographics and the social profile of Somalis, in order to plan the scheme of humanitarian 

services and operations; which was exceedingly vital for the sustainability of effective and 

accurate health care system. 

Even though it was tough to find clear-cut reckon of the Somali population, nevertheless, at 

present, the population estimates quoted by these organizations range from seven to twelve 

million, with unsophisticated birth and death rates of 46 and 18 per 1,000 populations, 

respectively and an annual growth rate of 2.8% with a dependency ratio of 101%. 

The total fertility rate is 7.3 babies per woman of reproductive age, underlining the 

significance of obstetric services and the risk of maternal deaths. The life expectancy at birth 

is 46 years for males and 49 years for females. 

High mortality rates in the early stages of life are responsible for this poor life expectancy at 

birth. The infant and under-5 mortality rate estimates in 2000 were 130 per 1,000 live births 

and 224 per 1,000 live births. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 42



Consequently, the long-drawn-out civil wars and disasters which have outraged the Somali 

population has aggravated these rates substantially and the overall crude mortality rates 

exceeded those recorded in neighboring Ethiopia and Sudan during the famine in 1984–85, 

seeing that in Centers for Disease Control ‘‘Population-Based Mortality Assessment’’ in 

Baidoa and Afgoye regions in South Somalia in 1992. 

Beyond that, adequate resources, and the establishment of essential infrastructure is 

limited, concentrated in safe areas, chiefly in towns. There are currently 196 Mother Child 

Health (MCHs) clinics, 74 hospitals with 3,405 beds, 26 TB centers, 14 Out-patient 

departments (OPDs), and dispensaries, and 520 health posts, 13 mobile units, and 43 Malaria 

Microscopy centers. 

These hospitals locate only in urban centers and regional capitals. In rural district restricted 

services are available, and medical facilities are not accessible. 

Diagnostic facilities that are necessary to patient care are limited. In 2005, 114 clinical 

laboratories existed in the state. 

From 2005 up to 2018, number of clinical laboratories, hospitals and diagnostic facilities has 

gotten worse, due to lack of investment and permanent maintenance. 

Statistics on X-ray machines are not available, but each hospital was equipped with at least 

one, moreover those in TB hospitals. Some machines at region hospitals are not functional 

at the moment. 

Consequently, sum X-ray machines in the country must number less than 74, although a few 

of those that had been out of order may have been replaced. WHO (Draft), “Health Facilities 

Overview, Somalia” (2005) 

After the facilities, the disorders that were widespread early in the 1960s, after 

independence, have remained prevalent till today, health indicators advocated that there 

has been no improvement in the health of the population over the past three years. 

Indeed, indicators show a slight increase in levels of infant and under-five mortality and 

pockets of chronic malnutrition persist in southern Somalia. 
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Several studies showed that Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) is exceptionally as high as 

1600/100 000. A baseline KABP survey on Reproductive Health and Family Planning in 

Somaliland was carried out by WHO Somalia in October 1999. The main findings include: 

 Neonatal mortality rate (NMR), Infant mortality rate (IMR) and Child 

 Mortality rates (CMR), which are estimated to be 28,113 and 328 respectively 

 Fertility rate of around 7.9 

 18% of married underage (<18) girls 

 Female Gentile Mutilation Prevalence of 99% 

But at this time the gifted hands of Dr. Edna Adam and her remarkable midwifery profession 

were due to the dramatic decrease of the Maternal Mortality Ratio. 

She initiated the construction of Edna Adam Hospital in Hargeisa, Somaliland to train 

midwives, though the midwifery profession was one among those professions that has 

suffered the biggest attrition in terms of number. 

Following that a momentary look about the list of the major health problems which are 

prevalent in Somalia: 

Sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS: The HIV/AIDS epidemic is a critical 

tackling in health care and development in Sub-Saharan Africa, where two-thirds of the 

world’s HIV/AIDS victims live (although they represent only 10% of the world’s population). 

The HIV/AIDS prevalence in Somalia is around 1%. The prevalence of other sexually 

transmitted disease was as high as 30%. (Gillian Duffy, 199) 

However there are factors that could propel the epidemic of the disease which mainly are; 

first, the cost of medical and social services for people living with HIV/AIDS is beyond the 

budget of the ministries of health in the majority of Sub- Saharan Africa; 

Secondly, lack of knowledge and public awareness and devoid of using condemns for 

protected sex has exacerbated the disease. 
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HIV infected individuals inside Somalis usually faces intimidating Islamic Wahhabism and 

offensive cultural radicalism which may cause them phobia, irrational fear and drug 

discontinuation. 

Immunization coverage against the six childhood illnesses is very low: For instance, 

repeated outbreaks of measles in almost all the regions of the country is a good indicator of 

low immunization coverage, and the circumstances is more severe in the nomadic and rural 

areas. 

Water shortage is a common phenomenon in Somaliland, by the fact that the maximum 

annual rainfall ever recorded was 836mm in 1986 and the lowest was 156mm in 1965 

(Hargeisa water agency, 1996). Availability of water in the urban settlements is also very low. 

It is estimated that the capital city of Hargeisa gets ¼ of its daily water requirements (ibid, 

1996). 

In this situation of scarce safe and clean water, it is no doubt that diarrheal diseases ranked 

number One among the endemic and epidemic communicable diseases, including Cholera 

and diarrhea. 

Lack of child spacing: No family planning and low percentage of breast feeding. Early 

marriage is another factor which also causes adverse effects on young mothers and their 

new-born, especially during delivery. 

Female Genital Mutilation is further common crisis in the country which often results 

subsequent complications for young girls. 

The most prevalent diseases that are responsible both the high morbidity and mortality rates 

are: 

 Diarrheal diseases: Survey conducted in Somaliland in the 2000, 17% of children 

have had diarrhea two weeks prior to the survey. Under developed countries, 

children’s diarrheal diseases remain one of the leading lethal diseases. 

 Tuberculosis 

 Cholera 

 Measles 
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 Malaria 

 Acute respiratory tract infections (ARI): g.: Pneumonia 

Subsequently, mental health problems increase as well. Oral health care also faces the same 

problem. Although mental and oral health professional Doctors are scarce, indeed both 

mental and oral health is neglected and at present the need is enormous and critical. 

Beyond doubt, unsatisfactory outcomes of treatable diseases, such as tuberculosis, malaria, 

typhus, and dysentery, were mainly accredited to the poor quality of imported drugs, and 

lack of a strong regulatory body on drug importation and utilization. 

The currently flourishing drugstores across the country are full of expired drugs which could 

seriously aggravate an already dreadful health situation. 

However, despite the failure of the Somali central government and the stability degradation, 

further there are steady and stable areas with public administrations that fulfill some basic 

functions of governments. 

For instance, Somaliland which is the northwestern part has declared its independence as 

the ‘‘Republic of Somaliland’’ it has broken away from the rest of Somalia since 1991 and 

have absolute positive development but lacks functioning civic infrastructure and the 

deficiency of  entire nation’s strategies, which were never based on precise facts and figures, 

even though failed to offer apparent guidance to the frontline decision-makers about the 

overall health care mission and the motivating principles of health care service delivery. 

Somaliland constitutes of six main cities, chiefly the capital city of the Hargeisa, Borama, 

Erigavo, Burao, and Lasanod, these regions which is where I was born and grown up as a 

mature have a very high security profile as well achieved outstanding governmental system 

framework. 

In neither spite of the effective nor the ineffectual governmental system in Somaliland for 

about the last two decades, still Somaliland undergoes overall fallible and fragile civic 

infrastructures. Specifically the health sector suffers mostly due to various flaws particularly 

due to inadequate funds for health service operations; Poor health development planning; 
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Poor quality of available health care services and deprivation of advanced health care 

facilities. 

A clear sign which can illustrate the poor health care services in Somaliland is the severe 

scarcity of suitable diagnostic equipments and imperfect misuse of the investigative tools by 

a few unprofessional health care staffs. 

A clear indication can be the country’s chief city Hospital Group, Hargeisa, this hospital which 

is the largest and the oldest hospital across Somaliland. There are various serious calamities 

which has ruined the overall health care service in Hargeisa. Devoid of diagnostic tools, 

dreadful health care service, limitation of manpower, medical supplies, drugs and funds are 

the misfortunes included. 

The health care service status in Hargeisa has no progress at all for the last 25years. 

Somaliland health care service status shows overwhelming circumstance. For instance, a 

significant portion of diagnostic equipments are absent from the main hospital. 

Current 2018 Hargeisa Hospital diagnostic facilities are insufficient. There is One Chest X-ray, 

One Ultra-sound, One CT scan with foreign Syrian radiologist, and One Anaesthelogist. 

Besides unfortunately there is no MRI (Magnetic Resonance Image) through the entire 

hospital. 

It’s an embarrassment that the major hospital in the city have this kind of shortage of 

facilities. In addition, the late civil wars, droughts, and the misguided national health policy 

wiped out the gains in health man-power production and development. Though lots of 

expatriate health professionals whom am included graduates each year from the 

neighboring great Ethiopia and rest of the world which had literally raised the awareness 

and the quality of health care services. Nevertheless there is no accomplishment of national 

health development plans and strategic policy to ensure efficiency in the delivery of health 

care services and to make the system operational and sustainable. 

Abdirahman A. Adam Dhere  

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/05/17/disintegrated-somali-health-care-system-

from-hapless-to-hopeless/ 
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'For me it's like a murder': the surge in sexual attacks on children in Somalia  

Sexual violence  

In a land where sexual predators are emboldened by a weak legal system and the stigma that 

reporting assaults brings, justice is elusive for young victims 

Moulid Hujale- Thu 17 May 2018 

Children at a camp for people 

displaced by violence. Campaigners say 

many victims of rape and sexual 

assault come from the overcrowded 

shelters around the capital, 

Mogadishu.  

When Anab’s madrasa teacher in 

Mogadishu told her to stay behind after classes, everyone but her two younger brothers left. 

He ordered the boys to face the wall, then assaulted their six-year-old sister. 

Anab’s father, Yusuf, says he clearly saw the “shock and horror in the face” of his daughter 

later that day. 

“She told only her mother what the teacher did to her. I could not believe it. We rushed her 

to the nearest clinic,” says Yusuf. 

Five months after her ordeal, Anab now attends a new school and is beginning to recover. 

The Somali Women Development Centre, a Mogadishu-based organisation that provides 

medical, psychological and legal support to survivors of sexual violence, has been central to 

her rehabilitation. 

But she is not alone. Recently, there has been a rise in the number of reported cases of 

sexual violence involving children, according to the centre. 
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“In the last three months alone, we have documented about 100 rape cases including 26 

children, some as young as four, in Mogadishu,” says Amina Arale, the centre’s executive 

director. 

“Most victims come from overcrowded camps for internally displaced people in and around 

the outskirts of the capital, Mogadishu.”  

Young women in a session at 

the Elman Peace and Human 

Rights Centre in Mogadishu, 

where survivors of sexual 

violence can find refuge, 

medical care and support.  

Sexual violence is pervasive 

in Somalia, but most cases go 

unreported because of the 

accompanying stigma. Between September 2016 and February 2017, the Somalia Protection 

Cluster – a network of about 130 organisations focused on rights and support – reported 

more than 1,500 incidents in the country. Yusuf says two of his neighbours told him the same 

teacher had sexually assaulted their daughters. Shame prevented them from reported the 

incidents. “If they first reported him to the police, my daughter would not have been 

affected today. I suspect he has been abusing her for quite a long time,” he says. 

The few who dare to speak out encounter a weak legal justice system. Consequently, many 

people turn to customary law – conducted by clan elders – which often results in victims 

marrying their assailants while their families are given some cash compensation. Yusuf 

resisted pressure from elders and demanded the perpetrator be brought to book. In 

February, the man was arrested, found guilty and sentenced to two years in prison. “I am 

not satisfied with the judgment,” Yusuf says. “I am working with my lawyer to appeal against 

the decision and seek a tougher punishment. I do not understand how they come to such a 

verdict. If I stop pushing the case now, the chances are he will come back and abuse other 

children.” The same court sentenced a man convicted of raping a 14-year-old boy to five 

years in prison earlier this year. The boy’s mother told the Guardian: “For me it is just like a 

murder. He killed my son, he destroyed his future and my son will live with the trauma for 
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the rest of his life. “He threw him on the ground, held his head against a ditch – face down 

– and raped him.” 

The ruling was based on a colonial-era penal code written in Italy in the 1930s. 

“The penal code is a weak, non-comprehensive legislation that does not respond to the 

realities on the ground in Somalia in 2018,” says Antonia Mulvey, executive director of Legal 

Action Worldwide (Law), a non-profit network of human rights lawyers that is supporting 

the federal government in the drafting of a new sexual offences bill. The bill has been in the 

making for the past four years, but has still not been passed. Political in-fighting within the 

executive delayed much-needed justice for the many victims of gender-based violence. The 

speaker of the Somali parliament resigned last month following internal conflict with the 

president. 

The woman who braves 

bullets and bombs to 

uphold her father's legacy 

in Somalia  

Eight-year-old Fartun is 

still waiting for justice. 

He was allegedly raped 

by a man in his 40s in the 

outskirts of Mogadishu 

last October. The man was arrested on the same day, and is being held in the central prison. 

“I was told the political crisis in the parliament has affected everything,” says Fartun’s father, 

Jelle. It is more difficult when the alleged perpetrator is from the security forces, which 

means the victims themselves might end up being arrested. Faiza, 20, and her brother were 

both detained about three weeks ago after they reported a police officer, who had allegedly 

raped Faiza in Mogadishu. 

Their mother says Faiza is being coerced to withdraw the case if she wants her children to 

be released. 
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“My daughter was in the house alone when the police entered and raped her, and when her 

brother came, the officer fired at him,” she says. “They charged them of false accusation and 

want us to withdraw the case but I will not do that. I will continue to fight until I get justice.” 

Activists say many victims, particularly those from poor backgrounds or less powerful clans, 

fear reporting assaults if the attacker is from the security forces. 

In 2013, a woman who said she was raped by Somali security forces and the journalist who 

interviewed her were arrested and sentenced to one year in prison. The widely publicised 

case was later overthrown by a judge in Mogadishu. The new bill, if enacted, will empower 

victims and give special protection to vulnerable children and internally displaced people. 

But rights groups believe enforcement will be difficult. A landmark law criminalising all forms 

of sexual offence was passed in August 2016, in Puntland, the relatively stable semi-

autonomous region in north-eastern Somalia. But it has not lived up to campaigners’ hopes, 

according to rights activist Hawa Abdi, who runs a centre that supports survivors of sexual 

violence. Hawa described her frustrations in a blog she wrote earlier this year: “Incredibly, 

in a majority of the cases that my organisation, the Galkayo Centre, has worked on, the men 

accused of rape have been members of the police force, military or marines.” 

In Somaliland, northern Somalia, a long-awaited rape bill is yet to be passed into law 

following a historic approval by parliament and elders in January this year. 

Since then a record number of 54 rape cases were reported in the state in just three months, 

including those of young boys and girls. Based on these figures, campaigners estimate that 

reported cases for 2018 will be nearly triple those for 2017. In Mogadishu, Fartun and her 

family are closely following developments in parliament. 

“It is very unfortunate that we have to wait until the government settles its own internal 

dispute – the very people who are meant to protect us,” says Jelle. 

Names changed to protect identities 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/may/17/surge-sexual-attacks-

children-somalia 
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Mastercard, IFC partnership reaches 7.2 million new digital financial service 

users in Sub Saharan Africa 

17-05-2018 by: Bob Koigi - IFC, a 

member of the World Bank 

Group, together with the 

Mastercard Foundation have 

released a new report 

documenting the 

transformation underway in 

financial inclusion in Sub-

Saharan Africa. 

The findings are based on lessons learned from joint projects that have resulted in access to 

new digital financial services for more than seven million users on the continent over the 

past six years. 

The Future of Financial Inclusion highlights the phenomenal success of digital financial 

services in Sub-Saharan Africa and outlines the challenges still to be tackled to reach 

universal financial access. It captures the experience and knowledge gained by IFC and the 

Mastercard Foundation in supporting the growth of digital finance in Africa under the joint 

Partnership for Financial Inclusion since 2012. 

Working together with 14 microfinance institutions, banks, mobile network operators, and 

payments service providers across the continent, the joint initiative has resulted in 7.2 

million new digital financial services users (a 250 percent increase from the baseline), 45,000 

new banking agents, and $300 million in monthly transactions. 

“Financial inclusion is one of Africa’s great success stories of this decade. Mobile money 

solutions and agent banking now offer affordable, instant, and reliable transactions, savings, 
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credit, and even insurance opportunities in rural villages and urban neighborhoods where 

no bank had ever established a branch,” noted IFC’s Chief Executive Officer Philippe Le 

Houerou and Mastercard Foundation President and Chief Executive Officer Reeta Roy in a 

joint foreword to the new report. 

Financial inclusion in Sub-Saharan Africa has increased dramatically over the past decade, 

from 23 percent in 2011 to 43 percent in 2017, according to recently released data from the 

World Bank Findexsurvey. Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region where the share of adults 

with a mobile money account exceeds 10 percent. 

“The Partnership for Financial Inclusion has been an important actor in helping to drive 

financial inclusion in Africa,” said Ruth Dueck-Mbeba, Senior Program Manager at the 

Mastercard Foundation. “We’re proud of the work that our partner, IFC, has led over the 

past six years. It has enabled millions of people to benefit from access to financial services. 

More than that, the knowledge that we’ve gained will lead to millions more people 

improving their lives and their communities by being able to join the formal financial services 

sector.” 

There is an emerging body of evidence on the impact that digital financial inclusion can have 

on inclusive economic growth and development. 

A study in the report shows that smallholder cocoa farmers in Côte d’Ivoire who saved 

regularly were better able to feed their families than those who did not save, irrespective of 

the farmers’ annual income. 

The same study also revealed that many smallholder cocoa farmers felt ‘socially excluded’ 

by traditional banks but were generally accepting of agent banking and digital services. 

Mamie Kalonda, Chief Executive Officer of FINCA in the Democratic Republic of Congo, one 

of the client institutions of the Partnership for Financial Inclusion, said, “In the DRC, I expect 

digital financial services will grow even faster in the next five years. Almost all banks are 

going mobile.” She added, “It is important to reach the rural areas, because that is where 

people are poor.” 
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In the DRC, the use of mobile money services had reached 16 percent in 2017, helping to 

push the overall financial inclusion rate from 3.7 percent to 26 percent in the same period. 

Riadh Naouar, Head of IFC’s Financial Institutions Group Advisory in Sub-Saharan Africa, said, 

“Looking ahead, we can see some interesting trends for the future. While East Africa has 

long been the star performer in terms of the evolution of digital financial services, West 

Africa is the new growth market. Not only in terms of reach, but also for innovation.” 

“There is a need in the broader industry across the continent to shift to the next generation 

of digital products,” he added. “A broader, more multi-faceted market is asking for more 

sophisticated and relevant products beyond person-to-person payments. There are evident 

opportunities to develop digital banking, savings and credit products, as well as the 

digitization of value chain financing and merchant payments.” 

The report noted some of the challenges that will have to be addressed to continue progress 

in financial inclusion. For instance, to expand financial services to the last mile will require 

investments in merchant and agent networks, and innovation along agricultural value 

chains. 

As well, financial service providers will need to develop and launch products that meet an 

increasingly nuanced demand from an even broader variety of users, such as entrepreneurs, 

merchants, smallholder farmers, youth and women 

https://africabusinesscommunities.com/tech/tech-news/mastercard,-ifc-partnership-

reaches-7.2-million-new-digital-financial-service-users-in-sub-saharan-africa/ 
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IMF okays Somalia to source $41m to issue new currency  

May 17, 2018  

A total of 752.5 million new bank notes will be printed in phase one corresponding to 1,750 

billion Somali shilling notes to be exchanged. 

Somalia will need $41m to replace 

existing counterfeit notes.  

By T. Roble 

The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) has given Somalia the go-

ahead to source for funds to issue 

new bank notes noting the Horn of 

Africa nation will need $41 million 

to roll out the first phase of the currency reform process. 

The global lender said in an assessment letter the Central Bank of Somalia this week, the 

Somalia had fulfilled the requisite measures to proceed with issuance of new currency 

following the completion of the first and second Staff-Monitored Programmes (SMPs) which 

ended April. The government is currently negotiating the third SMP. 

“The authorities will need the support of the donor community to raise the needed funds, 

$41 million, for this project,” IMF said in a letter to the CBS. “The budget will cover the entire 

operation of Phase I which includes all aspects of the issuance and distribution on the new 

currency.” 

Phase one will only cover the replacement of the existing counterfeit notes in circulation 

with genuine notes. The letter advises that in phase one, the CBS will only issue new small-
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denominations (i.e., 1,000; 2,000; 5,000; and 10,000) of Somali shilling banknotes to replace 

the counterfeits currently in circulation. 

Injection of new Somali shilling banknotes including larger denominations, will only take 

place during phase II which will require significant preparatory work, including strengthening 

the CBS’s institutional capacity and developing independent monetary policy instruments 

and reserve management guidelines, the letter adds. 

The CBS requested for the letter from the IMF to share with donors and mobilise funding. 

A total of 752.5 million new bank notes will be printed in phase one corresponding to 1,750 

billion Somali shilling notes to be exchanged. 

The issuance of new notes will be a first since 1991 and will be a major milestone towards 

the debt relief under the HIPC Initiative. 

The Fund Tuesday lauded Somalia for progress in building institutions and improving 

economic performance. It cited budget execution, treasury the treasury and cash 

management frameworks, and domestic revenue collection are improving as areas which 

have recorded significant progress. 

Prime Minister Hassan Khaire said last week said the country was on course to pre-arrears 

clearance by July. Clearance of arrears owed to the IMF and World Bank is a mandatory step 

in the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. 

“It is our hope that with the support the international community is providing and the hard 

work and dedication of our people that we will be eligible for pre-arrears clearance funding 

by July 2018 in addition to the direct budget support recently announced by the European 

Union when I was in Brussels,” the PM said during the EU Day celebrations last week. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/imf-okays-somalia-to-source-41m-to-issue-new-currency/ 
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Bank Group organizes a workshop for sharing best practices in Somalia’s 

electricity industry 

17/05/2018  

 

The African Development Bank and the Federal Government of Somalia concluded a two-

day (26-27 April 2018) consultation and knowledge-sharing workshop on “Regulating the 

Somalia Energy Sector.”  

The main objective of the Workshop, funded by the Korea-Africa Economic Cooperation 

(KOAFEC) Fund, was to provide an opportunity for Somali policy makers to share information 

from Korean, Ethiopian and Kenyan counterparts on best practices for developing 

the  energy sector. The Workshop also served as a platform for guidance on developing 

renewable energy in Somalia, including data on the most suitable technologies and 

providers. Participants examined the organizational aspects of the Somali Electrification 

Institute (SEI) as well as providing an avenue for strengthening bilateral relationship 

between Korea and Somalia.  

About 70 participants from Somalia’s energy ministries, representatives of the private 

sector, officials from the Energy Department of the Korean Ministry of Trade, Industry and 

Energy, authorities responsible for oversight in the energy sectors in Kenya and Ethiopia as 

well as other development partners.  
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Opening the workshop, Nnenna Nwabufo, Deputy Director General, Eastern Africa Regional 

Development and Business Delivery Office and country Manager for Somalia, underscored 

the importance of enhancing oversight in the energy sector in Somalia through the 

establishment of the proposed Somali Electrification Institute (SEI). This, Nwabufo said, is an 

important prerequisite for rapid economic growth in the country. She emphasized the need 

to  examine all pertinent issues, urging the delegates to be realistic about what can be 

achieved in the short-term given that Somalia is still overcoming decades of conflict. She also 

used the occasion to thank the Korea-Africa Economic Cooperation (KOAFEC) Trust Fund for 

its financial contribution that made the Study and Workshop possible, and the Federal 

Government of Somalia for their support in organizing the event.  

Commending the organizers,  Senior Energy Advisor to the Minister of Energy and Water 

resources, Mohamud Hagi Salah, underscored the need for development partners, including 

the Bank, to help Somalia deepen access to energy in order to speed up and sustain growth 

in the country. He also confirmed the government’s view that the proposed electrification 

institute is a key institution that has the full backing of all stakeholders in Somalia, noting 

that it will enhance oversight of the energy sector and enable the stabilization of Somalia’s 

economic growth. He thanked the Bank and the KOAFEC Trust Fund for supporting the 

Somalia energy sector.  

Other policy makers at the workshop reiterated the importance of the Bank’s support to 

Somalia’s energy sector for growth. Several discussants shared experiences that Somalia 

could build on to enhance the energy sector. Case studies from Ethiopia, Kenya and Korea 

provided innovative approaches from which Somalia can learn.   

The Workshop proposed a road map for developing the country’s energy sector with the 

enactment of an  energy act and regulatory policy,  launch of Somalia Energy Institute,  need 

for Somalia to embrace renewable sources, and enhance capacity in public and private 

organizations involved in the energy sector as key milestones. 

https://www.afdb.org/fr/news-and-events/bank-group-organizes-a-workshop-for-sharing-

best-practices-in-somalias-electricity-industry-18117/ 
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27,600 candidates up from 7,000 in 2015 to sit for government administered 

exams Saturday  

May 17, 2018 - The government 

administered exams for the 

2017/18 form four class will kick 

off Saturday in 126 centres, the 

Ministry of Education. 

Education Minister Osman said 

27,600 students from three states-

Galmudug, HirShabelle, South 

West, Jubbaland and Banadir regional administration will sit for the exams in accordance 

with the provisions of the law. Only Puntland will not be participating in the exams according 

to the Education ministry. 

“According to the Education Act, every students must be assessed, results recorded and 

kept. Every student who completes secondary school must sit for the national 

examinations,” Osman said. The minister noted that for the first time, the examination 

papers were printed in the country and that it was financed through the budget vote 

allocated to the ministry. The government has been in the process of standardizing the 

school curriculum and national examinations which to date are still largely regulated by 

private school umbrellas which bring together several schools.  The first batch of 7,000 

candidates sat for the government administered exams in 2015 and the number has kept 

increasing with 23,000 sitting for the exams last year. 

The private umbrellas still administer exams. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/27600-candidates-up-from-7000-in-2015-to-sit-for-

government-administered-exams-saturday/ 
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SOMALIA Seasonal Monitor May 16, 2018 

FEWS NET publishes a Seasonal Monitor for Somalia every 10 days (dekad) through the end of the current April to June Gu rainy season. The purpose of 
this document is to provide updated information on the progress of the Gu season to facilitate contingency and response planning. This Somalia 

Seasonal Monitor is valid through May 20, 2018 and is produced in collaboration with U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), the Food Security and Nutrition 
Analysis Unit (FSNAU) Somalia, the Somali Water and Land Information System (SWALIM), a number of other agencies, and several Somali 

nongovernmental organizations(NGOs). 

Heavy Gu rainfall leads to further flooding in large parts of the South  

Between May 1 and 10, Gu rainfall was average or above average in large parts of the South, and average in most of northern 
and central regions. According to satellite-derived rainfall estimates (RFE2), 10-75 millimeters (mm) of rainfall were received 
across most southern regions and in localized pockets of central Somalia (Figure 1). Across wide areas of southern Somalia, 
rainfall totals were over 50 mm above the short-term mean (STM) (Figure 2). River water levels remain above flood risk levels 
and incidents of flooding were reported in several riverine areas of southern Somalia. Flashfloods were also reported in Bay 
and Lower Juba. Conversely, rainfall totals were below average in large parts of Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed of Northwest 
and in Lower Shabelle. In these areas, rainfall totals during the reporting period were 25-50 mm below the STM.  

In the Northwest, light to moderate rainfall was reported in parts of Hawd Pastoral and West Golis Pastoral livelihood zones 
of Togdheer, Hawd Pastoral and Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zones of Sool, East Golis Pastoral livelihood zone of 
Sanaag, and Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone in Erigabo and Lasqorey of Sanaag. In some areas of Sool, rainfall led to 
localized flashfloods. All other areas, including most of Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed, did not receive rainfall between May 1 
and 10.  

In the Northeast, moderate to heavy rainfall was received in most parts of Hawd Pastoral, Addun Pastoral, and Northern 
Inland Pastoral livelihood zones of Nugaal and northern Mudug. In most areas of Bari, western Sool, and western Sanaag, 
light to moderate rainfall was received, with the exceptions of Alula, Iskushuban, and Qandala, which remained dry.  

In central regions, satellite-derived rainfall estimates indicate little to no rainfall was received between May 1 and 10. 
However, field reports indicated that moderate rainfall was received in localized areas of the Cowpea Belt Agropastoral 
livelihood zone, Elbur, Hobyo, and coastal areas of Harardhere and Elder. Field reports indicate all other areas received little 
to no rainfall during the reporting period.  

In the South, both satellite-derived rainfall estimates and field reports indicated continued moderate to heavy rainfall during 
the first ten days of May. Most areas received between 10 and 75 mm of rainfall, though Middle Juba, Lower Juba, and 
localized areas of Bay received over 100 mm of rainfall. Rain gauges stations recorded 122 mm in Dinsor (Bay), 35.5 mm in 
Beledweyne (Hiiraan), 100 mm in Sakow (Middle Juba), and 48 mm in Hudur (Bakool). River water levels remain above flood 
risk levels and incidents of flooding were reported in riverine areas of Beledweyne and Jalalaqsi (Hiraan), Maandheere of 
Jowhar (Middle Shabelle), Bulo Mareer of Kurtunwarey (Lower Shabelle), Sakow/Salagle (Middle Juba), and Bardhere and Luq 
(Gedo). Localized flashfloods were also reported in Burhakaba, Qansahdhere, and Dinsor of Bay and Afmadow and Dhobley 
of Lower Juba, causing damage to crops and infrastructure.  

The satellite-derived eMODIS Normalized Vegetation Index (NDVI) for May 1-10 shows above-average vegetation conditions 
in many areas of the country as a result of the above-average Gu rainfall (Figure 3). Field reports indicate vegetation remains 
below average in the Northeast and Guban Pastoral livelihood zone of the Northwest. The Climate Prediction Center’s seven-
day forecast for May 15-21 forecasts heavy rainfall ranging from 30 to 125 mm across most areas of the country, including 
northern Somalia (Figure 4). 

 

 

For more rain gauge data, please, contact So-Hydro@fao.org or visit www.faoswalim.org. 
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SOMALIA Seasonal Monitor May 16, 2018 
 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 

 

 

Figure 1. Estimated rainfall (RFE2) in mm, May 1-10, 2018 Figure 2. Estimated rainfall anomaly (RFE2) in mm from the 2005-
2009 average, May 1-10, 2018 

 

 

 

Source: NOAA/CPC Source: NOAA/CPC 

Figure 3. eModis Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) 
anomaly from the 2007-2016 median, May 1-10, 2018 

Figure 4. Global Forecast System (GFS) rainfall forecast in mm for 
May 15-21, 2018 

 

 

 
Source: NOAA/CPC Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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US$562 million
RECEIVED FUNDING REPORTED TO FTS

Source: FTS 15/05/2018

(As of 15/05/2018)

$368 million
HRP Funding

$194 million
Non-HRP Funding

   * FTS Financial Tracking Service
** This does not include non-HRP funding
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Overview

4.7 million
People targeted

5.4 million
People in need

FSNAU February, 2018 

This target number is an adjustment after FSNAU
results in February.

2.1 million
Total displacement 

KEY FIGURES

Moderate to heavy rains continued to fall across Somali and the Ethiopian highlands, resulting in increased river flooding, along 
the Juba and Shabelle rivers and localized flash flooding. Flooding has also led to fatalities, massive displacement, and damage 
to infrastructure and cropland, compounding an already fragile humanitarian situation. An estimated 772,500 people have been 
affected by the flooding and more than 229,000 are displaced. Since early April, heavy rainfall has marked the end of prolonged 
drought across much of the country and has supported crop development and the regeneration of pasture and water resources. 
Evictions of IDPs is also a major concern, with more than 160,000 people evicted in 2018. With the response plan only 24 per 
cent funded, humanitarian partners are unable to sustain ongoing response and to support a robust flood response.

Creation date: 17/05/2018                 Feedback: ochasomalia@un.org                 www.unocha.org                     www.reliefweb.int                      FTS - Financial Tracking Service http://fts.unocha.org
Sources: OCHA reports, UN agencies,    Somalia clusters,    OCHA FTS,    2018 Humanitarian Response Plan,    Humanitarian Needs Overview, 

SITUATION OVERVIEW

Somalia: Humanitarian Dashboard - April 2018 (issued on 17 May 2018)
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Number of displaced people with access to information about 
humanitarian services

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
Life-saving: Provide life-saving and life-sustaining integrated, multi-sectoral assistance to reduce acute human-
itarian needs and excess mortality among the most vulnerable people. 

Nutrition: Reduce emergency levels of acute malnutrition through integrated, multi-sectorial response. 
Enhance integration of Nutrition, WASH, Health and Food Security programmes to strengthen nutrition-sensi-
tive programming.

Protection:  Support provision of protection services to affected communities, including in hard-to-reach areas 
and in IDP sites, targeting the most vulnerable, especially those at risk of exclusion.

Resilience: Support the protection and restoration of livelihoods, promote access to basic services to build 
resilience to recurrent shocks, and catalyze more sustainable solutions for those affected, including 
marginalized communities. 

1

2

3

4

Somalia: Humanitarian Dashboard - April 2018 (issued on 17 May 2018)

Creation date: 17/05/2018              Feedback: ochasomalia@un.org                 www.unocha.org                     www.reliefweb.int                      FTS - Financial Tracking Service http://fts.unocha.org
Sources: OCHA reports, UN agencies,    Somalia clusters,    OCHA FTS,    2018 Humanitarian Response Plan,    Humanitarian Needs Overview,  

CLUSTER OVERVIEW

CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

Number of sites with established CCCM mechanisms

Improve the living conditions and protection of IDPs in sites and settlements and ensure access to services and assistance 
of all persons in need, with a focus on moving toward attaining durable solutions with full participation of the displaced 
and host communities.

For more information, contact: kziga@iom.int

Needs
2.1 million people are displaced throughout Somalia and lack basic 
services. IDPs face overcrowding, poor sanitation, health and 
protection risks.

Response

Gaps
There is restricted humanitarian access in some parts of south and  
central Somalia.
 

Forced evictions inhibit the ability of partners to improve living 
conditions in sites.
  

Low levels of community participation inhibit the cluster’s ability to 
improve beneficiary targeting to include marginalized populations.

CCCM partners continue to roll out Detailed Site Assessment (DSA) to 
cover the majority of districts within Somalia. Through the DSA, 
CCCM cluster members have assessed service delivery and their 
quality at 1,890 sites across 48 districts and 17 regions, far reaching 
around 1.75 million IDPs. 

Number of displaced people with access to information 
about humanitarian services

Number of sites with established community 
participation structures

2.1 million people in need 2,000 Estimated number of IDP sites in Somalia. 

261,987

1.5 million
people targeted 

Jan - Dec

347,817
People reached in Apr

23% 1,600
Sites targeted 

Jan - Dec

510
Sites reached in Apr

32% 1,600
sites targeted

Jan - Dec

510
Sites reached in Apr

32%
of target reached

in Apr
of target reached

in Apr

of target reached
in Apr
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For more information, contact: : mulugeta.shibru@fao.org

Number of children and youth accessing safe and protected learning
opportunities in emergency-affected learning environments

2.8 million
People targeted in Apr

1.9 million
 

Number of people in acute food insecurity, ‘crisis’ and 
‘emergency’ phases of IPC (3 and 4) having sustained access 
to food and safety net support 

People reached in Apr

of target reached
70% 2.9 million

People targeted from
 Jan - Dec

686,184
Number of affected people supported through livelihoods 
inputs, livestock asset protection and trainings per season

People reached as of Apr

of target reached Jan - Apr
24% 1.4 million

People targeted in Apr

123,706 

Number of people assisted with conditional cash transfer 
related activities 

People reached as of Apr

of target reached
9%

Ensure emergency and crisis-affected children have access to safe and protective learning environments, and are engaged 
in life-saving learning.

Needs
Support to drought affected populations to protect their livelihoods, 
enable local food production and prevent adoption of crisis 
strategies.  

Response
 

In April, partners assisted 1,938,304 people out of a targeted 
2,781,604 with Improved Access to Safety Nets (IASN), which 
represented an increase of 16 per cent (262,400 beneficiaries) in 
comparison to March. Food Security partners also assisted 553,772 
beneficiaries in April with seasonal inputs and livestock assets 
protection. Reports indicate that partners are scaling up the level of 
assistance as season performance improves; hence, 24 per cent of the 
seasonal target (i.e. 2,879,257) reached so far.  

Existing food insecurity is being further aggravated by the prevailing river 
and flash flooding, which will also put further strain on the limited 
humanitarian resources, unless additional resources are mobilized quickly.

Gaps

For more information, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
5.4 million people in need

For more information, contact: sskovgaard@unicef.org

EDUCATION        

Number of children and youth accessing safe learning 
opportunities in emergency-affected learning environments

Needs
An estimated 10,000 learners now have no access to education, a 
direct result of recent flooding which has destroyed schools and 
educational materials. Schools in Baidoa are strained due to an influx 
of IDP children, whose families have relocated looking for 
humanitarian support. The Ministry of Education reports a dire need 
for learning spaces along the Afgooye corridor for the same reasons.

Response
The response in Baidoa has seen 2,500 IDP children supported with 
school supplies and safe water. Cluster partners have also assisted 
14,446 children (6,790 girls) along the Afgooye Corridor with some 
form of Education in Emergencies (EiE) support.

Gaps
Throughout Somalia, some 25,000 learners who were initially receiving support through partner supported schools under Education Cannot Wait 
(ECW) funding are at risk of not receiving that support to stay in school, as the ECW projects supporting them have ended. Additional funding is 
urgently needed.

For more information, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org

261,987

2.4 million people in need

261,987

381,556
Children targeted Jan-Dec

146,392

Children reached Jan - Apr

38%

Number of children with access to emergency 
school feeding

Number of children benefitting from emergency 
teaching and learning materials

142,258
Children targeted Jan-Dec

73,032
67,287

Children reached Jan - Apr

51% 253,725
Children targeted Jan-Dec

115,789

Children reached Jan - Apr

46%

79,105 31,81041,222 52,89562,894

of target reached
Jan - Apr

of target reached
Jan - Apr

of target reached
Jan - Apr

FOOD SECURITY
Improved immediate access to food for people in emergency and crisis and provide emergency livestock assets protection 
support.

Number of people reached with improved access to food

Somalia: Humanitarian Dashboard - April 2018 (issued on 17 May 2018)

Creation date: 17/05/2018                   Feedback: ochasomalia@un.org                 www.unocha.org                     www.reliefweb.int                      FTS - Financial Tracking Service http://fts.unocha.org
Sources: OCHA reports, UN agencies,    Somalia clusters,    OCHA FTS,    2018 Humanitarian Response Plan,    Humanitarian Needs Overview,

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 64



For more information, contact: rihawih@who.int

For more information, contact: vladimir.jovcev@wfp.org and nigel.sanders@wfp.org 

LOGISTICS

90%*
of service requests 
completed in April

Service requests completed

Needs
Access to hard-hit areas is a challenge, as ground-level transport has been increasingly hampered 
by the heavy rains and consequent floods, surging insecurity levels, capacity limitations and 
inadequate infrastructure. A number of key locations are only accessible by air, through 
airplanes or, in some cases, helicopters.

Response

Gaps
Ground level transport has been increasingly hampered, leaving the humanitarian sector with limited options to deliver lifesaving cargo by road to 
displaced people across the country.

UNHAS has provided an additional two flight rotations per week, to ensure that humanitarian personnel and cargo can access flood-affected areas. 
Furthermore, a Mi-8MTV helicopter has also been mobilized for the next three months, to cover destinations currently inaccessible to fixed-wing 
aircrafts. Two WFP cargo planes continue to be positioned at MIA to facilitate the airlift of supplies throughout the country. Over 400MT of supplies 
will be transported by sea by the end of May. One Temperature Control Unit (TCU) has been installed at the WFP MIA compound, allowing partners 
to safely store items which require a temperature below 25°C.

Number of medical consultations

*10% being 
processed

Needs
There is an urgent need to address the rising trends of AWD/cholera, and the increased risk of 
outbreaks in the aftermath of the flooding. Malaria is also a potential crisis waiting to happen. 
There is a need to address other communicable diseases including AFP and measles.

Response
Health Cluster partners have completed a nationwide measles immunization campaign. Over 3.6 
million children were immunized against measles.  
 
 

Gaps
Health Cluster funding shortfalls continue to 
hamper the delivery of life-saving health services 
to the most vulnerable people, including children 
and IDPs, in Somalia.
  

For more information, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
4.3 million people targeted in 2018

HEALTH
Targeting vulnerable people for improved health care, with a focus on life-saving services including timely and adequate 
response to disease outbreaks and epidemics.

261,987

82%

293,784
169,440124,344

358,333
Target in Apr

of target reached
in Apr

Consultations in Apr

Somalia: Humanitarian Dashboard - April 2018 (issued on 17 May 2018)
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For more information, contact: sdesie@unicef.org

For more information, contact: zeilstra@unhcr.org

Needs
In March, the Nutrition Cluster continued to scale-up interventions across the country, reacting 
to the continued impact of drought in Somalia. The cluster had targeted 16,311 new admissions 
of severely malnourished children to the therapeutic feeding program. 

Response
With 20 per cent of SAM partners reporting 5,805 children have been newly admitted to SAM 
programmes. This represents 35 per cent of the targeted figure, and 6 per cent of total nutrition 
admissions in March.
    

So far in 2018, 98,117 caregivers have received individual training on optimal infant and young 
child nutrition. These caregivers are responsible for pregnant/lactating mothers, and children 
between the ages of 0-2.

Gaps
Inaccessibility continues to hinder humanitarian assistance, particularly in 
the south-west of the country.
   

Nutrition sites that were closed in December, as a result of the funding gap, 
remain closed, with no foreseeable change of reopening unless resources are 
made available.

For more information, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
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17,589

86% 153%

20,442
People targeted in Apr

91,784

1.4 million people in need

60,004
People targeted 

Jan - Apr

NUTRITION
Improved   nutrition   status   and   access   to   nutrition   services   for emergency affected populations through predictable, 
timely, effective and at scale response thereby enhancing resilience.

Needs
Displacement remains a serious concern in Somalia, especially in parts of the south. The main 
causes of displacement include conflict (ca. 6,600 individuals moved towards Mogadishu in 
March alone), GBV (ongoing assessments aim to identify the most at-risk sites), child 
recruitment, forced evictions, and unexploded hazards. Conflict dynamics influence the civilian 
population’s ability and strategies to cope with the drought.

Response

 

In April 2018, the cluster as a whole reached a total of 49,026 individuals, which translates to 
9.3% of the annual target. 50,950 individuals, which translates to 6.6% of the annual target. This 
figure was reached by numerous sub-clusters: Child Protection (8,530), GBV (16,117), Explosive 
Hazards (23,081) and General Protection (1,298).

Gaps
Remoteness, ad-hoc checkpoints and general inaccessibility make 
it difficult to reach vulnerable areas controlled by non-state 
actors.
Identification; Documentation; Tracing. Reunification (IDTR) and 
GBV services for families, children and survivors of rape are 
limited – countrywide, referral pathways need to be extended.
Forced evictions are common, with many IDPs relying on 
non-binding oral tenure agreements.
    

The presence of mines and explosive remnants of war (ERW) 
continue to threaten civilians and compromise the response.
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Number of children 6-59 months, treated for Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM)
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Number of individuals affected by violence directly 
provided with protection assistance
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PROTECTION
Provide effective and quality protection services to women, men, girls, and boys  affected  by  conflict  and  emergencies,  
and  strengthen  protection policy.

Number of children under five years treated for severe 
malnutrition per month

Number of people or individuals affected by violence, coercion, and abuse 
directly provided with responsive services and/or other protection assistance 
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For more information, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org

The current continued heavy rains and high river levels have led to flooding which 
currently exceeds a 50 year return period flood magnitude. Close to half of all IDPs 
remain in need of support, for protection from the harsh climatic conditions.

Response
In April, the Shelter Cluster delivered the following provisions: emergency Non-Food 
Item (NFI) support (15,630 persons); Emergency Shelter Kits (9,000 persons); 
portable solar lamps (3,000 persons).

Gaps
Around 300,000 IDPs have been affected by heavy rains and floods so far. Cluster 
partners are facing serious funding deficits. This has led to lack of prepositioned 
stocks and funds for quick response through functioning NFI markets. 

People in targeted
3.8 million

SHELTER
Provide non-food items and emergency shelter for newly-displaced people. Improve shelter conditions in existing settlements.

1.5 million people in need

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
Provide access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene for people in emergencies

For more information, contact: fpatigny@unicef.org

Number of individuals (men, women, boys and girls) with a 
reliable access to 15 liters of safe water per person per day 

Needs
In April, more than 582,000 people were affected by flooding. Of these, over 
350,000 people are in need of temporary access to safe drinking water, 
100,000 people are in dire need of sanitation, and 450,000 require hygiene 
promotion support. The cluster estimates that over 100 water sources and 
120 sanitation facilities have been partially/totally destroyed by flooding.

Response

Number of affected individuals  assisted with access to 
safe sanitation facilities 

Number of affected individuals (men, women, boys and 
girls) who have participated in hygiene promotion 
campaigns and received hygiene kits.

In April, 87,000 beneficiaries were reached through sustained access to safe 
water, 178,200 beneficiaries were reached through temporary access to safe 
water, 45,700 beneficiaries were reached through safe sanitation access, 
and 246,000 beneficiaries through hygiene related actives. Over 24,000 
beneficiaries also received hygiene kits, in an attempt to curb AWD/cholera.

For more information, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
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87,121

201% 55% 84%

43,95335,962

Gaps
An estimated $4.2 million is required for the next three months, to 
address the flooding crisis. Under-served populations, which are 
highly exposed to disease outbreaks, include much of Jubaland and 
Hirshabelle.
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Number of people in need of emergency assistance receiving 
appropriate NFIs through in-kind distribution, vouchers or 
cash mechanisms.

Number of people provided with temporary supply of safe water
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Number of people in need of emergency assistance 
receiving appropriate NFIs through in kind distribution, 
vouchers or cash mechanisms

Needs

Number of people in need of emergency assistance 
receiving relevant emergency shelters through in-kind 
distribution, vouchers or cash mechanisms

Number of protracted IDPs receiving non-food items 
through in-kind distribution, vouchers or cash 
mechanisms 
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UNHCR struggling to meet needed funds for refugees in Ethiopia  

Somali refugee student Hodan 

receives the English-Somali 

dictionary, a prize for her 

excellence in studies.   

ADDIS ABABA, May 16 

(Xinhua) -- The United 

Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR) said 

on Wednesday its only 

received 15 percent of the 335.8 million U.S. dollars it needs to meet the needs of refugees 

in Ethiopia. 

In a press statement sent to Xinhua, UNHCR said the funds are needed to meet the basic 

nutritional needs, as well as the education, health and accommodation needs of refugees in 

Ethiopia. The UNHCR has as of April 30 registered 915,073 refugees in Ethiopia, most of 

whom are housed in refugee camps in six regional states. Ethiopia currently hosts the second 

largest refugee population in Africa, next to Uganda. Refugees in Ethiopia primarily come 

from Eritrea, South Sudan, Somalia and Sudan, according to figures from the Ethiopian 

government. Conflict and drought in neighboring countries continues to force people to seek 

refuge in Ethiopia, which has a long tradition of hosting refugees. In the first fourth months 

of 2018, Ethiopia received 24,775 refugees.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158129/unhcr_struggling_to_meet_needed_f

unds_for_refugees_in_ethiopia.aspx 
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Sonko nominates Miguna as deputy governor  

Thursday May 17, 2018 - Nairobi governor Mike Sonko 

has nominated Miguna Miguna as his deputy. Sonko 

made the shocking announcement on Wednesday 

evening in a letter to the Speaker of the county assembly 

Beatrice Elachi. He said Miguna meets all the 

requirements provided for in the constitution to be his deputy. "In regard to the Supreme 

Court advisory to the appointment of a deputy governor, upon the seat falling vacant, I 

hereby forward my nominee Lawyer Miguna Miguna to undergo a full vetting process and 

approval by the County assembly for the position," Sonko said in the letter dated May 16, 

2018. The county's deputy director of Communication Elkana Jacob and Miguna's lawyer 

Cliff Ombetta confirmed the appointment. "I will present the letter tomorrow morning at 

the county assembly," Ombeta told The Star.  The nomination comes just two days after a 

section of MCAs gave the governor seven days to nominate a deputy or face legal action. It 

also comes hours after Miguna cancelled his flight to Kenya from Canada citing government's 

failure to issue him with a valid passport. Miguna has been in Canada where he was deported 

twice when he failed to comply with government’s demands to settle his dispute over his 

citizenship. He was first deported to Canada and later to Dubai before going back to Canada 

to undergo medical treatment after he claimed to have been drugged and physically abused 

and put on a plane from the JKIA. In the last election, Miguna vied for the governor's position 

as an independent candidate but lost to Sonko. Recently on May 5, Sonko while attending 

the swearing in of Caroline Karugu as Deputy Governor of Nyeri, hinted that he would 

nominate a member of the Kikuyu community as his deputy. Miguna is a Luo by tribe.  Sonko 

has been without a deputy after Polycarp Igathe resigned on January 12 saying he had failed 

to earn his trust. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158119/sonko_nominates_miguna_as_deput

y_governor.aspx 
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