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AU calls for cautious implementation of transition plan in Somalia 

MOGADISHU, May 18 (Xinhua) -- The African Union top envoy for Somalia has called for a 

cautious implementation of the recently endorsed transition plan to help protect gains made 

in stabilizing the country. Francisco Madeira, the Special Representative of the Chairperson 

of the African Union Commission, also voiced support for the transition plan which 

represents a significant change in the planning and delivery of security in the Horn of Africa 

nation. "All our commanders have said yes to the transition. All of them without exception; 

the sector commanders who bear the brunt of this war despite all the challenges said yes to 

the transition," he said in a statement released on Thursday evening. 

The AU envoy who was presiding at a medal awards ceremony for 21 staff officers, who will 

be rotating out of the Mission after completing their tour of duty, noted that the transition 

is a necessity, driven by a number of factors but should be implemented cautiously, so as 

not to erode the gains made in Somalia over the last decade. "We need to transition because 

the Somalis want us to transition, because the partners feel that we should transition and 

we are going to transition, but, frankly, and in all honesty, we would not want to see the 

things that we won with so much sacrifice to go down the drain," said Madeira. 

Madeira noted that the transition plan must involve the people of Somalia. "We need to 

straighten up this place but we cannot do it without the Somalis. We have to hand over to 

people who are prepared to receive it and hold it and keep it and even improve it further, 

and that is the challenge," said Madeira. 

AMISOM has developed conditions-based transition plan, to transfer the national security 

responsibility from the AU troops to the Somali security forces guided by the rule of law and 

respect for human rights. In 2017, the UN Security Council authorized a gradual troop 

reduction amid transition of security responsibility to Somali National Security Forces. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-05/18/c_137189272.htm 
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STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO FALSEHOODS BY THE SECESSIONIST ENTITY OF 

SOMALILAND.  

May 19, 2018 
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https://www.idilnews.com/2018/05/19/statement-in-response-to-falsehoods-by-the-

secessionist-entity-of-somaliland/ 
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Somaliland:President Calls an Extraordinary Meeting Attended by Former 

Presidents and Who is Who in the Corridors of Power 

05/18/2018 - The president of Somaliland H.E 

Musa Bihi Abdi has called an extraordinary meeting 

attended by former presidents and big wigs close 

to the realms of powers. Also in attendance were 

the three national political parties and leaders of 

the two houses of parliament. This is according to a press statement by the presidential 

spokesman sent to Somaliland News Agency (SOLNA). The purpose of this meeting was a 

consultative forum to discuss the myriads of problems afflicting the country presently. After 

a lot of soul searching these are six point deliberations that came out of the rendezvous of 

the leaders; they are as follows……. 

1. The El-Afwein skirmishes should be stopped immediately and a national emergency 

coordination formed to stop it from repeating. 

2. The ruling party and the opposition should bury the hatchet following protracted 

campaign diatribes and instead work closely to heal the wounds caused by the political 

campaigns. 

3. A national strategy should be put in place in order to counter the constant attack by the 

Puntland administered region of Somalia. For instance the recent raid at Tukaraq village by 

the Federal government of Somalia forces. 

4. Development of the eastern regions of the country should be a priority; economic 

development programs should be initiated to become catalyst to development of her 

people. 
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5. The international community should know that the Federal government of Somalia is a 

constant enemy of peace in the region. Just the other day her forces raided a Tukaraq village 

inside Somaliland territorial borders. The federal Somalia government is fighting a proxy war 

sending militias associated with the Puntland administration attack Somaliland. 

6. The international community should be aware that Somaliland always stands for peace 

and good neighborhood with all countries of the world particularly the Horn of Africa region 

as a whole. However the constant interferences of her sovereign borders by the Somalia 

Federations are a thorn in the flesh and shall never go unanswered. Somaliland will defend 

her territorial integrity it inherited from the British colonial masters at all cost. Furthermore 

it is an obligation for the African Union (AU) to recognize Somaliland with no strings 

attached. 

After the meeting it was agreed that Somaliland nationals should hold hands together to 

prosper the agenda of their country as one. The following are the dignitaries present at the 

special meeting ……….. 

1. Vice President H.E Abdirahman Abdillahi Ismael (Sayli’i) 
2. Former President Mr. Dahir Rayale Kahin 
3. Chief Justice Adam Haji Ali Ahmed 
4. Chairman of the House of Elders Suleiman Mohamud Adam 
5. First Vice Chairman of the Lower House of Parliament Ahmed Yassin Sheikh Ali Ayanle 
6. Former Vice President, Mr.Hassan Issa Jama 
7. Former Deputy Prsident Mr. Abdirahman Aw Ali Farahs 
8. Former Vice President Mr. Ahmed Yusuf Yassin 
9. Prof. Ali Khalif Galaydh 
10. Chairman of opposition Party of Justice and Development Mr. Faisal Ali Warabe 
11. Second Vice Chairman of Ruling Party Kulmiye Mr.Ahmed Abdi Dheere 
12. Acting Chairman of Opposition National Party Hon. Abdikadir Ismael Jirde 
13. Vice chairman of Opposition National Party Mr. Abdirisak Khalif Ahmed 
14. Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Sa’ad Ali Shire 
15. Politician Mohamed A’arale Duur 
16. Mr. Mohamed Abdillahi U’uraade 
http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/05/18/somalilandpresident-calls-an-extraordinary-

meeting-attended-by-former-presidents-and-who-is-who-in-the-corridors-of-power/ 
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UAE port deal with Somaliland stirs up trouble in the Horn  

Friday May 18, 2018 

Tensions between Somalia and the self-proclaimed independent Somaliland have flared up 

following a new tripartite deal between the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Ethiopia and 

Somaliland over Berbera Port. This takes place against the backdrop of fragile federal unity 

and the Somali government’s refusal to side with the UAE in its dispute with Qatar. 

As Somalia makes relative progress in its fight against al-Shabaab, the dispute over 

Somaliland has once again come to the fore. Somaliland’s decision to make a deal with the 

UAE and Ethiopia for the use of its Berbera Port has raised the ire of Somali politicians. 

Somalia argues that only the central government in Mogadishu can sign international 

agreements – such as those concerning the use of ports in its territory. 

Tripartite deal an alternative to Djibouti 

The Somali government has now called on the international community to intervene to 

prevent the crisis from escalating. 

The African Union (AU) and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) could 

play a key role in coordinating regional and international interests and fostering dialogue 

between Somalia and Somaliland in the interest of stability in the fragile region. 

The disputed March 2018 deal between the UAE, Ethiopia and Somaliland accords 51% of 

Berbera Port to the UAE’s DP World, which will manage and develop the port, while 

Somaliland holds 30%. Ethiopia acquired 19% of the shares in the port, which gives it an 

alternative to Djibouti, which currently handles 90% of its imports and exports. 

Escalating discord with UAE 
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The tension over the port deal is part of a larger discord over Somalia’s decision to remain 

neutral in the Gulf crisis. President Mohamed Abdullahi ‘Farmajo’ has refused to cut ties with 

Qatar, which played a key role in funding the campaign that brought him to power, despite 

significant investments by Saudi Arabia and the UAE in the country. 

Some federal member states such as Puntland, South West and Galmudug have opposed 

the government and declared their allegiance to Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which they see 

as having greater influence in the region. The UAE also began accepting the 

Somaliland passport for international travellers in 2018. 

Impact of the UAE tensions 

The tensions over Berbera Port have created other internal divisions in Somalia. The former 

speaker of parliament Mohamed Osman Jawari led a parliamentary vote on a bill that forbids 

the awarding of foreign contracts without the approval of the Somali Parliament. The bill 

was passed without the input of the presidency leading to a clash between Jawari and 

Farmajo, who have disagreed over other issues in the past. Jawari eventually resigned from 

his post on 9 April 2018, having served in that position since 2012. 

Yet despite his resignation the political divisions between Jawari and Farmajo continue to 

fester, adding to the challenge of unchecked international interests in the fragile country. 

The politics of military bases in the Horn 

One of Somalia’s concerns is that the UAE will train Somaliland’s police and military forces. 

This is part of a separate deal by the UAE to build a military base in Somaliland, which is close 

to Yemen, where UAE troops have been fighting Houthi rebels as part of the Saudi-led 

coalition. The UAE has another military base in Eritrea, and this new deal challenges the 

military base of Turkey, which backs Qatar in the Gulf crisis. 

Indeed, the rapid increase in military bases in the Horn is an indication of a new scramble 

for strategic control in the region. Superpowers such as France, China, the United States, 

Italy and Japan also have military bases in Djibouti. In addition, insiders claim that Russia is 

planning to build a military base in Somaliland. 
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An eagle over flies at the Port of 

Bosaso in Somalia's Puntland. 

(Reuters/Feisal Omar) 

The role of the AU and IGAD 

For over a decade, the AU, 

through the AU Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM), has played a 

vital role in the fight against al-Shabaab. AMISOM’s efforts also brought about conditions 

that allowed the 2012 elections to take place – the first since the collapse of Somalia in 1991. 

After years of failed peace deals, IGAD’s mediation led to the formation of the Transitional 

Federal Government (TFG) in 2004 and the 2012 elections were the first step towards a 

return to democracy in the country. AMISOM also oversaw the election of Farmajo in early 

2017, which inspired further optimism for Somalia’s stability. 

As custodians of Somalia’s relative progress and the major regional actors in the Horn, the 

AU and IGAD have to measure their success by their ability to anticipate and address future 

security threats, including the unbridled interference by external actors in the region. 

While Somalia and Somaliland are responsible for handling their own issues, their 

institutional and governance weaknesses make them vulnerable to external actors whose 

interests could jeopardise regional security. In October 2017 the AU, in collaboration with 

IGAD, convened a strategic consultation on the Horn of Africa, but the regional players first 

need to address various individual issues that threaten stability, beginning with the situation 

in Somalia. The AU and IGAD have to push for negotiations to avert violent clashes in the 

near future. On 15 January 2018 the Peace and Security Council met with the League of Arab 

States (LAS) in a bid to revive the consultative meetings and collaboration between the AU 

and LAS. Such a platform should provide an opportunity for the AU and IGAD to push the 

international community to prioritise the stability of Somalia and the entire region over the 

narrow self-interests of external actors. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158152/uae_port_deal_with_somaliland_stir

s_up_trouble_in_the_horn.aspx 
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PM Khaire inspects Mogadishu Port  

Friday May 18, 2018- 

Mogadishu (HOL) - Prime 

Minister Hassan Ali Khaire paid 

a visit to the Mogadishu Port 

on Friday to assess the 

operations development. 

Sources close to the PM’s 

office said that Khaire held a 

closed-door meeting with the 

Minister of Ports to discuss the safety of the workers, tax collection and corruption. 

Khaire urged officials and staff at the port to safeguard the port warning them that the 

government would not tolerate any abuse of public property. 

Al-Bayrak Group, a Turkish company has run the Mogadishu port since 2014. 

The visit was part of the government’s accountability plan to implement systems of good 

governance. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158146/pm_khaire_inspects_mogadishu_por

t.aspx 
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Anti-Shabaab war in Somalia enters critical stage  

Friday May 18, 2018 - Nearly seven years after Kenyan troops 

crossed the border to fight the Al-Shabaab in Somalia, the war 

has entered a crucial phase which could see the soldiers 

return home in 2020. In the transition phase, the troops will surrender their Forward 

Operating Bases to the Somali National Army. There are also police stations manned by 

Kenyan officers, which too will be handed over to their Somalia counterparts. But the 

withdrawal is designed to be gradual and conditional. Besides Kenya, there are more troops 

from Uganda, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Burundi who are also expected to pull out when the 

United Nations mandate ends in 2020. In total there are over 21,000 African Union troops 

in Somalia. At present, all the African troops there are under Kenya’s Major-General Tai 

Gituai, who is the acting commander of the joint Force. He said: “The transit plan is 

conditional. We will give them the Forward Operating Bases on condition that they will have 

the resources and acquired capabilities to operate on their own.” Maj Gen Gituai went on: 

“It is a comprehensive approach that will also involve the police as well as development 

partners. They must have prisons, a working judicial system, schools and health centres.” He 

also revealed that the European Union has given 100 million Euros (Sh11.8 billion) to make 

the dream a reality. The funds are meant to last until 2020, when Somalia is expected to hold 

a General Election. “That time, African Union Mission to Somalia (Amisom) may exit on 

conditions. "As of now, our troops, other police and civilian components of Amisom are 

mentoring the Somalians and professionalising their agencies. We are looking at a transition 

driven by Somali Government because we feel there’s ability they can take care of security 

responsibilities,” Maj Gen Gituai added. 

UN RESOLUTION 

The forces have divided Somalia into sectors and Kenyans are deployed in Sector Two as well 

as Kismayu area. The Kenyan troops are spread-out in 16 Forward Operating Bases with its 
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headquarters at Dhobley. Dhobley was a stronghold of Al-Shabaab before the Kenya 

Defence Forces (KDF) troops flashed out the terrorists in 2011. The pull out began in earnest 

as the Amisom force last year withdrew 1,000 soldiers after a United Nations (UN) 

resolution. An additional Amisom’s 1,000 troops are supposed to return to their countries 

by October, in line with another UN resolution. Kenyan commanders in Somalia are however 

cautious of the drawdowns. 

RESOURCES 

Brigadier Joachim Ngure Mwamburi is Sector Two commander, placing him squarely on the 

front lines. “We are ready to handover to the Somalia military but we have to be sure that 

on their own, they can hold liberated areas after we hand over. "They are very upbeat in 

recruitment and we are ready to train. But if the Somali National Army (SNA) is not ready, in 

numbers and resources, the UN should hold the drawdown,” he said. The Generals are also 

concerned that SNA may find challenges in operating as a unit after the pull out, because as 

of now, it is a collection of regional armies, and each is receiving different training from 

foreign Forces. 

TRAINING 

In Kismayu, the British have been training Somali Army officers while in Lower Juba, KDF are 

helping Jubaland Defence Force. Other countries involved in training are the United States’ 

Africa Command, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey, Uganda and Ethiopia. Maj Gen Gituai 

said because militaries have different training and doctrines, the SNA soldiers will not be 

immediately rearranged into one. “Those trained in Baidoa will be deployed there and those 

in Kismayu likewise. But the officers cadre, trained by the British is more of a single unit,” he 

said. KDF entered Somalia in October 2011, five years after Burundi and Ugandan troops had 

been deployed in Mogadishu under Amisom. Kenya joined Amisom in 2012 at the request 

of the African Union and UN. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158137/anti_shabaab_war_in_somalia_enter

s_critical_stage.aspx 
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KDF troops begin gradual withdrawal from war-torn Somalia after UN vote 

By Dominic Wabala | Sat, May 19th 2018  

KDF troops on-guard in Somalia. 

In summary 

Last year, Kenya withdrew 200 troops from 

Amisom and another 200 are set to return by 

December 

Task accomplished   Kenyan soldiers will leave in December 2020 after mentoring Somali security 

forces to take over control from Amisom  

The Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) are scheduled to withdraw from Somalia in two years 

according to timelines drawn by the United Nations Security Council.  

The planned withdrawal comes seven years after KDF troops entered Somalia under the 

aegis of “Operation Linda Nchi” on October 14, 2011 in pursuit of Al Shabaab terrorists who 

had been entering Kenya at will to abduct and kill aid workers and tourists in North Eastern 

and Coast.  

According to the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2372 (2017), Kenyan troops will 

leave Somalia in December 2020 after mentoring Somali security forces to take over control 

from Amisom.  

If the schedule works as planned, all sixteen Forward Operating Base (FOB) occupied 

by KDF troops working under Amisom will be taken over by Somalia National Army (SNA) 

and Jubaland Security Force who are currently being mentored to take over security 

responsibility of their country.  
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The FOBs include Amisom Sector II headquarters Dhobley, Afmadhow, Tabda, Fafadun, 

Hoosingow, Kismayo New Airport, Kismayo Old Airport, Kolbio, Buale, Badhaadhe, Beles 

Qoqaani and Burgavo among others.   

Last year, Kenya withdrew 200 troops from Amisom as part of its share in the 1,000-man 

strong force in the drawdown authorised by the UN Security Council. 

Another 200 KDF troops are scheduled to withdrawn from Somalia by December.  

It is expected that the drawdown will be escalated ahead of the 2020 deadline leaving all 

security responsibilities to Somalia security agencies.  

The five Troop Contributing Countries (TCCs) namely Burundi, Djibouti, Kenya, Uganda and 

Ethiopia are bound by the UN Security Council drawdown resolution.  

Kenya, Uganda, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Zambia are contributing police officers to 

Amisom. However, the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission ambassador Francisco Caetano says the number will be compensated by 500 

Amisom police who are coming in to assist in training of Somali police officers. 

According to the UN Security Council Resolution 2372 (2017) which extended Amisom’s 

mandate until May 31, there is an expected reduction of the troops to 20,626 from 21,626 

by October 30.   

The Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 2372 (2017) under Chapter VII of the 

United Nations Charter in which there would be a reduction of uniformed personnel but an 

increase of police in Somalia.  

But as the drawdown of Amisom troops approaches, locals and TCC are apprehensive of the 

ability of SNA to hold on to territory liberated by African Union troops when they withdraw 

in 2020.  

Lack of a unified command structure for the SNA and other security forces operating in 

Somalia is the greatest challenge to achieving a realistic transition to and handing over of 

security responsibility.  
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Loss of gains  

During a meeting of Heads of State and ministers of the main TCC including Kenya, Ethiopia, 

Burundi and Uganda held in March in Uganda, the countries warned that the time frame for 

the drawdown was unrealistic and would likely lead to the loss of gains already achieved by 

Amisom.  

Amisom recently received an extension of its mandate in Somalia from the UN Security 

Council. UN funds African Union’s operations in the war-ravaged country. KDF/Amisom 

troops have over the last one year been training and preparing Somalia security agents to 

take over the responsibility. All security operations are led by SNA with support from 

Amisom troops.   

As part of the condition-based withdrawal, Amisom will soon handover the Mogadishu 

stadium to SNA troops as well as the Military Academy.  

Amisom will then establish a FOB for SNA in Leego to secure the main supply route between 

Mogadishu and Baidoa.  The Mayor of Mogadishu and Governor of Benadir region 

Abdirahman Omar Osman is concerned that if Amisom troops leave before degrading Al 

Shabaab, the insurgents might return. “Our worry is that the UN and other donors are talking 

about reducing troops. What we want is for our country to be secure and if the Amisom 

troops leave, the situation might be overturned,” the mayor says.  Acting Amisom Force 

Commander Major General Tai Gituai says the transition period is being purely driven by the 

Somalia government. “We want to let them have security responsibility with the support of 

AU. We are working out the modalities. Next week, we are having discussions on the 

condition-based transition plan. The transition will be applied based on a comprehensive 

approach that will drive the transition. We expect the forces to be well developed and ready 

to take over,” Maj Gen Gituai says. The officers’ cadre is being trained by the British security 

officials. Somalia’s security agents are being trained by Turkey, Kenya, Uganda, Britain, EU 

and United Arab Emirates.    

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001280938/kdf-soldiers-in-somali-may-troop-

back-in-two-years 
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United Kingdom commends UPDF 

18th May 2018 

“I am here to express my sincere 

gratitude to Uganda for its role in 

establishing peace in Somalia." 

PIC: UPDF soldiers at a functionat 

the Uganda Urban Warfare Training 

School on their return from Somalia 

in 2016. 

LONDON - The United Kingdom has commended Uganda Peoples’ Defence Forces (UPDF) 

for its role of establishing peace in both Somalia and South Sudan. 

This was observed at a meeting between the UPDF Deputy Chief of Defence Forces, Lt Gen 

Wilson Mbadi and the United Kingdom Chief of Staff (Operations) at the Permanent Joint 

Headquarters, Air Vice Marshall (AVM) Waterfall. 

Lt Gen Wilson Mbadi, who represented the Chief of Defence Forces, Gen David Muhoozi, as 

he met with Air Vice Marshall Waterfall, discussed areas that can strengthen the bilateral 

defence relationship between Uganda and the United Kingdom. 

Lt Gen Mbadi also commended the United Kingdom for the continued support to the Uganda 

Peoples’ Defence Forces (UPDF) which has enhanced the latter’s capacity, most especially in 

peace support operations. 

AVM Waterfall applauded the Ugandan Government for its role towards the stabilisation of 

both Somalia and South Sudan, saying that this is a real sacrifice considering the situation in 

these two countries. 
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 “I am here to express my sincere gratitude to Uganda for its role in establishing peace in 

Somalia and would like to listen to Uganda’s perspective on the future of Somalia,” Waterfall 

noted. 

He further promised to establish mechanisms that can further strengthen the existing 

relationship between the two militaries. 

AVM Waterfall was accompanied to the meeting at the Ministry of Defence and Veteran 

Affairs Headquarters by the British High Commissioner to Uganda H.E Peter West, and senior 

UK Military officers. 

The meeting was attended by the UPDF Joint Chief of Staff Maj Gen Joseph Musanyufu, Chief 

of Staff Air Force, Brig James Birungi, Commandant of the Peace Support Operations Training 

Centre, Brig Jack Bakasumba, Defence Spokesperson, Brig Richard Karemire and Deputy 

Chief of Military Intelligence Brig Henry Isoke. 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1477950/-united-kingdom-commends-

updf 
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Mogadishu Mayor Opens Districts Quiz Competition 

On May 18, 2018 - Twenty four 

districts from Banaadir, Middle 

Shabelle, Mudug,Galgadud, Bay and 

Bakool regions will be contesting for 

the the annual Quiz competition 

sponsored by the Governor of 

Mogadishu Mr. Abdirahman Omar 

Osman “Yarisow”. 

The event was officially opened by Governor Osman at the new Dalsan TV studios on 

Thursday night. Osman who is also the Mayor of Mogadishu said the Banaadir Regional 

Administration is committed to sponsor the annual quiz that brings together Somali youth 

from diversed background and regions. “We (BRA) realise the importance of this 

competition and we will continue to support it. This competition promotes integration 

among Somali youth from different regions. At the same it expands the geographical 

knowledge of the Somali youth. Integration of the youth is what Somalia needs to charter 

into a brighter more stable future” Osman said at the opening. The competition will be 

beamed live on Mogadishu Cable, Radio Dalsan Facebook page and Dalsan TV online. Dalsan 

Media Group Director Hassan Gesey said that the event through mainstream and social 

media is projected at reaching over one million youth in Somalia and diaspora. “100 youth 

will be participating and we have 30 schools in a second academic quiz competition 

sponsored by Dahabshill and Quran recitation competition sponsored by Prime Bank and 

Supersign”. Gesey said at the opening. Last year the Quiz competition was won by 

Dharkenley in Banaadir  and runners up Qansah Bheer district of Bay region. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/18/mogadishu-mayor-opens-districts-quiz-

competition/ 
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Tropical cyclone threatens Somalia and Djibouti 

A rare storm in the region is expected to bring torrential rain and stormy seas to coastal 

regions. 

A small but powerful tropical cyclone is threatening Djibouti and northern parts of Somalia 

with severe weather within the next 24 hours. 

'Sagar' was named by the Indian Meteorological Department on Thursday, after beginning 

life as a tropical depression (1A) in the Gulf of Aden. 

'Sagar' is now in the western part of the Gulf of Aden. Its northern edge has brought heavy 

rain and some minor flooding to coastal towns of Yemen. Its forecast track, according to the 

Joint Typhoon Warning Centre, is to the west-southwest, making landfall close to the small 

town of Lughaya. 

It is highly likely that 'Sagar' will be one of the first tropical storm systems to cross the entire 

Gulf of Aden. For such systems to affect Djibouti is almost unheard of. Since the start of 

satellite imagery in the mid-1960s, only two tropical cyclones have been observed to move 

into the western Gulf of Aden. 

The first was Tropical Storm 1A which made landfall in northern Somalia in May 1984. As 

recently as November 2015 Cyclone Megh devastated the island of Socotra before passing 

just to the north of Somalia and making landfall in Yemen. 

'Sagar' has taken advantage of favourable winds through the vertical profile of the 

atmosphere, and sea surface temperatures of around 30C, easily warm enough to allow for 

further intensification. 

Although the winds associated with 'Sagar' are expected to peak in the next few hours, with 

sustained winds of 95km per hour, the seas in the Gulf will remain very rough until well after 

landfall, which is expected to be around 10:00 GMT on Saturday. 
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The rainfall, and its effects, remain the main concern. Between 50 and 150 mm, up to a year's 

worth of rain, is expected to fall on these rugged desert landscapes. Flash flooding directly 

from rainfall runoff is likely to be followed by significant river flooding. 

The UK Met Office issued a special advisory for the region: 

"Severe flash flooding and river flooding across the region will lead to a loss of human life, 

livestock, and the destruction of crops, property and infrastructure." 

They also pointed out that the heavy rain across parts of western Yemen could have an 

impact on the rates of cholera which is affecting the country. 

The effects of 'Sagar' could also be made worse by the impact of Ramadan, where people 

are fasting during the day, and less likely to be prepared for the life-threatening weather. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/05/tropical-cyclone-threatens-somalia-djibouti-

180518071225516.html 
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This update is produced by the: FAO ‐ Somalia Water and Land Informa on Management—SWALIM. For more informa on regarding this product please contact 
SO‐hydro@fao.org or visit h p://www.faoswalim.org 

 

 

SWALIM Technical Partners  SWALIM is Currently Funded by; 

Following a Tropical Cylcone in the gulf of Aden, heavy rains that led to flash floods were experienced in Bari 

region of Puntland in the last 12 hours. The rains are expected intensify during the next two days in most parts 

of Puntland and Somaliland with a reduc on on 21/05/2018. Flash floods and strong winds will be experienced 

during this me in these areas. 

There has been a reduc on of rainfall ac vi es within the Juba and Shabelle basins in the last few days and the 

Ethiopian highland as well. The forecast for coming week is calling for moderate rains in the basins.  

While river levels have remained high along the Shabelle, there has been a significant decrease of river levels 

along the Juba in the upper parts.  

Users are advised that this is a forecast  and at mes there may be discrepancies between forecast and actual 
amounts of rainfall received. The forecast, observed river levels and rainfall amounts are updated on a daily 
basis and can be found in this link: h p://systems.faoso.net/frrims/ 

Map 2: 7‐day rainfall forecast  (18 ‐ 24 May 2018) 

Somalia Rainfall Forecast  
Issued: 18 May 2018 

Map 1: 3 days rainfall forecast (18 ‐ 20 May 2018) 
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Spatial rainfall distribution: Isolated: <25%, A few: 26-50%, Many: 51-75%, Most: 76-100% 

Rainfall amount (mm): Heavy rain: 64.5 – 115.5, Very heavy rain: 115.6 – 204.4, Extremely heavy rain: 204.5 or more. 

 

 
 
   

      
     
 

 

BULLETIN NO. : 15 (ARB 02/2018) 
 
TIME OF ISSUE: 2300 HOURS IST                                   DATED: 18.05.2018 
 

FROM: INDIA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT (FAX NO. 24643965/24699216/24623220) 
 
TO: CONTROL ROOM, NDM, MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (FAX.NO. 23093750) 
CONTROL ROOM NDMA (FAX.NO. 26701729) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (FAX.NO.23012284, 23018638) 
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Sub: Cyclonic Storm “SAGAR” over Gulf of Aden 
 
 The cyclonic storm “SAGAR” over Gulf of Aden moved further west-southwestwards with a 
speed of 8 kmph during past 6 hours, and lay centered at 2030 hrs IST of 18th May 2018 over Gulf of 
Aden near latitude 11.40N and longitude 45.30E; about 170 km south-southeast of Aden (Yemen) and 
970 km west-southwest of Socotra Islands. It is very likely to continue to move west-southwestwards 
and weaken gradually from 19th morning and cross Somalia coast near longitude 440E during 
afternoon of 19th May 2018 as a cyclonic storm with wind speed 65-75 kmph gusting to 85 kmph. 
 

Date/Time(IST) Position 
(Lat. 

0
N/ long. 

0
E) 

Maximum sustained surface  
wind speed (kmph) 

Category of cyclonic disturbance 

18/2030 11.4/45.3 80-90 GUSTING TO 100 
CYCLONIC STORM 

18/2330 11.3/45.2 80-90 GUSTING TO 100 
CYCLONIC STORM 

19/0530 11.0/44.8 80-90 GUSTING TO 100 
CYCLONIC STORM 

19/1130 10.7/44.3 75-85 GUSTING TO 95 
CYCLONIC STORM 

19/1730 10.4/43.9 55-65 GUSTING TO 75 
DEEP DEPRESSION 

20/0530 9.7/43.0 45-55 GUSTING TO 65 
DEPRESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

India Meteorological Department 
Earth System Science Organisation 

(Ministry of Earth Sciences) 
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Spatial rainfall distribution: Isolated: <25%, A few: 26-50%, Many: 51-75%, Most: 76-100% 

Rainfall amount (mm): Heavy rain: 64.5 – 115.5, Very heavy rain: 115.6 – 204.4, Extremely heavy rain: 204.5 or more. 

 

 
 
Warnings: 
 
(a) Wind 
Gale winds speed reaching 80-90 kmph gusting to 100 kmph is very likely around the system centre 
covering Gulf of Aden and adjoining areas of westcentral and southwest Arabian Sea during the next 
12 hrs and gradual decrease thereafter becoming 65-75 kmph gusting to 85 kmph at the time of 
landfall. 
 
(b) Sea condition 
Sea condition will be high to very high around the system centre covering Gulf of Aden and adjoining 
areas of westcentral and southwest Arabian Sea during next 24 hrs.  
 
(c) Fishermen warning 
Fishermen are advised not to venture into Gulf of Aden and adjoining areas of westcentral and 
southwest Arabian Sea during next 36 hrs.  
 
 
The next bulletin will be issued at 0230 hrs IST of 19th May 2018.  
 
 
 

                                                                                                                              (S.D.Kotal) 
Scientist-E,  RSMC, New Delhi 

 
 

Copy to: CRS, Pune/ ACWC Chennai/ Mumbai/MC Goa/Thiruvanathapuram/ Bengaluru/ CWC 
Ahmedabad. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSAT 3D IMAGERY AT 2030 IST OF 18 MAY 2018 

 

 

Cyclonic storm Sagar 
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Spatial rainfall distribution: Isolated: <25%, A few: 26-50%, Many: 51-75%, Most: 76-100% 

Rainfall amount (mm): Heavy rain: 64.5 – 115.5, Very heavy rain: 115.6 – 204.4, Extremely heavy rain: 204.5 or more. 
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• Flooding: 718,000 people have been affected by flooding, 
and 228,000 have been forced to flee their homes due to 
the rising water. The onset of the Gu ‘long rains’ in Somalia 
caused flash and river flooding in several areas in Banadir, 
Hirshabelle, Jubbaland, Galmuduug, and South West State, 
resulting in damage to crops, livelihoods and property.

• Food security: 5.4 million people continue to struggle 
with food security challenges and remain in need of 
humanitarian assistance and protection. While the current 
rains are expected to bring some relief, regions such as 
Awdal, Bari, Sanaag, Nugal, Sool and Woqooyi Galbeed still 
count huge livestock losses and will continue to recover.

• Malnutrition status: An estimated 301,000 children under 
age five are acutely malnourished, including approximately 
48,000 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM). The most at risk are children living in Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDP) camps.

• Access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and 
health remains a challenge: An increase in cases of Acute 
Watery Diarrhea (AWD)/ Cholera has been reported 
since January 2018 with 2,672 cases and 13 deaths being 
recorded cumulatively so far. The upsurge in cholera is 
attributed to scarcity of clean water. The most affected 
areas include Banadir, Hiraan, Lower Juba and Middle 
Shabelle.

• World Vision continues to respond: Since the beginning 
of 2018 World Vision’s programme supported 376,829 
adults and 145,195 children through our food security, 
health, nutrition, water and hygiene, education and Gift-
in-kind interventions.

Key messages

Gaps and needs

Humanitarian needs

Funding needs (Continued from 2017)

5.4 million
people in 
need of 

humanitarian 
assistance

2.1 million 
people displaced 

as a result of 
drought and 

conflict

4.4 million
people in need of 
water, sanitation 

and hygiene 
assistance

2.8 million
children are 
in need of 
nutrition 
assistance

2.8 million
children in 
need of 

humanitarian 
assistance

Funding gapFunding received

Food security & livelihoods

1.1 M (8%)12.9 M (92%)

Health and Nutrition
5.4 M (39%) 7.3 M (61%)

Shelter and NFI
761,579 (11%)

Water, sanitation & hygiene
3.1M (74%) 1.5M (36%)

Child protection and education
852,973(58%) 705,999 (42%)

TOTAL

US$ 13.7 MUS$ 23.2 M

• With 228,000 people displaced by floods in South and 
Central Somalia, the need for urgent shelter, NFIs, clean 
water, food and health are massive. In order to support 
72,000 people affected by these floods, World Vision 
Somalia needs to raise US $340,000.

• Funding for most of the nutrition and food assistance 
projects have ended. This leaves the programme with huge 
funding gaps to sustain the current beneficiaries. Areas with 
high food insecurity with potential to deteriorate to Famine 
phase (IPC 5) include: Guban, Zylac, Lughaya, Ceerigaabo, 
Xudun, Talex, Jariban and Galcakyo. These areas may require 
scaling up of cash and food assistance.

• Water stress and the re-emergence of AWD/ Cholera calls 
for urgent water, hygiene and sanitation interventions in all 
the four states where World Vision has an active presence. 
Both curative and preventive services will be required in 
managing AWD/ Cholera cases.

*All financial figures in US$

2.9 M(89%)
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Areas facing flooding 

Areas where more than 5,000 
people are affected by floods

• Hirshabelle
• South West
• Jubaland
• Banadir

Affected areas

214,000
displaced by

floods

EUTM - SOMALIA 19/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 25



The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the World Vision International
Creation date: 14 MAY 2018           Sources: FSNAU, Unicef, UNOCHA, Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan, IOM, UNHCR-led Protection & Return Monitoring Network (PRMN).

EAST AFRICA HUNGER CRISIS SITUATION REPORT | APRR 01- APR 30 2018

Response highlights

• 23,300 people received fresh water through water trucking 
in the IDP sites in Baidoa. Additionally, 24 latrines were 
constructed in the same IDP sites.

• 60 water committees were trained on water management 
and 3,028 adults were involved in hygiene and sanitation 
promotion in Baidoa.

• 3,007 households (about 20,440 people) from 12 IDP 
settlements and 7 villages in Baidoa, Dollow and Luuq were 
assisted with various non-food items. The commodities 
distributed include: plastic sheeting, blankets, mats, fabric, 
clothes, garbage bags, hygiene kits and jerricans.

• 2,131 children in three schools at Hanaan I, Towfiq and Awal 
Barwaaqo IDP settlements in Baidoa received clothes and 
school kits (bags and education materials).

• Through the 73 health centres and 25 mobile clinics supported 
by World Vision, 39,581 people received various health services 
including: out-patience, antenatal, immunization and health 
education. These included 19,532 children under the age of 5.

• 19,482 children were screened and treated with Severe 
Acute Malnutrition and Moderate Acute Malnutrition. 
In addition, 13,994 adults were also screened and out 
of which 2,377 were treated with various stages of 
malnutrition through the health centres, mobile clinics and 
stabilisation centres supported by World Vision Somalia.

 
• 64,450 people received supplementary and therapeutic 

feeding. Of these, 48,742 were children while 15,708 
were adults particularly pregnant and lactating mothers.

• 21,660 people in South West and Puntland State 
received cash and food assistance during the month, of 
these 9,774 were male and 11,886 were female. There 
was no distribution in Jubbaland and Somaliland. This was 
attributed to SCOPE cards system upgrade. 

• 923 children in 3 IDP sites in Baidoa enjoyed child friendly 
spaces constructed by World Vision Somalia.

• 820 households (4,920 people) benefited plastic sheeting 
and hygiene kits distributed through World Vision Gift-in-kind 
(GIK) in Baidoa.

• 2,131 children were fed in school through the 
supplementary school feeding programme supported 
by World Vision Somalia. 

• 34 teachers in South West state received 100 USD as 
incentives to continue teaching despite many schools 
closing due to drought. Six classrooms were constructed 
in 3 IDP schools.
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115,811
people reached with life-saving humanitarian 
assistance in April 2018

70,016
children reached with life-saving humanitarian 
assistance in April 2018
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the World Vision International
Creation date: 14 MAY 2018           Sources: FSNAU, Unicef, UNOCHA, Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan, IOM, UNHCR-led Protection & Return Monitoring Network (PRMN).
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WASH

Education

Non-food items

Health & nutrition

Protection

Food security & 
livelihoods

Simon Nyabwengi 
National Director 
World  Vision Somalia
Email: Simon_Nyabwengi@wvi.org 
Skype: symon.nyabwengi 

Tobias Oloo 
Operations Director 
World  Vision Somalia
Email: Tobias_Oloo@wvi.org  
Skype: Tobias.Oloo

Lillian Omariba 
Senior Communications Manager 
World  Vision Somalia
Email: Lillian_Omariba@wvi.org 
Skype: lkemmy30

National office donors & partners

Disputed territories 
between Puntland and 
Somaliland

SOMALILAND

GALMUDUG

HIRSHABELLE

JUBALAND

PUNTLAND

SOUTH

 

WEST STATE
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