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UN says tropical cyclone causes destruction in northern Somalia 

MOGADISHU, May 19 — A powerful 

tropical cyclone which formed in the 

Gulf of Aden has caused heavy rains 

in northern Somalia in the past two 

days, destroying houses and leaving 

about 2,000 livestock dead, the UN 

said on Saturday. In its Flash Update 

on the Tropical Cyclone Sagar, the UN office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

warned that the heavy rains were expected along the coastline of Somaliland on Saturday 

afternoon. “Authorities and humanitarians are closely monitoring the situation as it unfolds 

in Puntland and Somaliland,” said the UN humanitarian agency. It said in Puntland, heavy 

rainfall was observed in the northern area of Bari, with Bareeda, Caluula, Murcanyo, 

Gumbax, and some parts of Xaabo being among the worst affected areas. “Around 35 houses 

and 15 small boats were destroyed, while 56 camels, nearly 1,260 goats and sheep and 19 

donkeys died. In the ancient coastal town of Lasqoray, houses in Habarshiro and Ceel Buh 

were also affected by flash flooding,” said the UN. It noted that huge ocean waves were 

experienced in coastal areas on Thursday and Friday, with most of the affected people 

displaced or moved to higher ground. Sagar was named by UK Meteorological Office on 

Wednesday, after beginning life as a tropical depression (1A) in the Gulf of Aden. The UN 

office adds the forecast appears to be as severe as the 2013 Somali Cyclone, but slightly 

below the severity of the 2008 Yemen Cyclone. However, much will depend upon the track 

of the cyclone over the coming days. The UN has warned that severe flash flooding and river 

flooding across the region will lead to a loss of human life, livestock, and the destruction of 

crops, property and infrastructure.  

https://www.jowhar.com/2018/05/19/un-says-tropical-cyclone-causes-destruction-in-

northern-somalia/  
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6 Die As Heavy Rains Pound Mogadishu 

On May 20, 2018 Last updated May 20, 2018  

At least six people are confirmed 

dead following heavy rains in 

the  Somalia capital Mogadishu, the 

Banaadir administration announced 

on Sunday. 

One person died and another injured 

after a building collapsed in 

Mogadishu’s oldest district 

One person was injured in when the house collapsed. 

Mogadishu Mayor Abdirahman Omar Osman asked for concerted effort in the wake of the 

heavy rains. 

 “The Mayor of Mogadishu is spearheading a programme to help the victims of the recent 

flooding that came as a result of last night rains. The Banaadir administration has also asked 

well wishers to take part in aiding the flood victims” Osman tweeted.  

 Despite other parts of the countries experiencing heavy rains in the last two months 

Mogadishu had remained largely dry until Saturday. 

The rains have made roads impassable in several districts of the capital disrupting normal 

day to day activities. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/20/death-as-heavy-rains-pound-mogadishu/ 
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Heavy rains paralyze transport in Mogadishu  

Sunday May 20, 2018 

A vehicle submerged in 

water in Somalia's capital 

Mogadishu on May, 20, 

2018.  

Mogadishu (HOL) Heavy 

rains disrupted transport 

in the Somali capital Mogadishu as vehicles were unable to manoeuvre through flooded 

roads in the city. 

 The rains that started last night left flood-prone areas submerged, with concerns on the fate 

of Internal Displaced Persons living in and around the capital. 

 The rains have been pounding the city for better part of Saturday night and Sunday morning. 

The Turkish constructed major roads in the city have been inundated with heavy floods as a 

result of poor drainage in the capital. 

Mogadishu residents flooded social media with pictures and short videos of their flooded 

neighbourhoods, streets and roads, with many imploring the government of Somalia to fix 

the drainage systems. 

Mohamed Osman Haji, a resident of Mogadishu said the rains left major roads flooded, 

rendering impassable and inaccessible. 

 "The roads flooded as rains have been pounding the capital till Sunday. Floodwaters filled 

major streets leading most of the public vehicles not operate due to the heavy floods," he 

said. 
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While the entire city was under water, some of the flood hotspots included parts of 

Wadnaha road, Bulahubay, 21st October road, some parts of Maka-Almurakamma, Sinai, 

Industrial roads as well as roads in Wadajir and Dharkaynley districts. 

Ali Mustafa Mohamud, a PSV bus driver said the transport was grounded in several areas in 

Wadajir and districts following heavy rains over this weekend. 

Mogadishu residents walk 

through the city. Flooding has 

made travel in and around the 

capital extremely difficukt. 

“As we speak now, most roads 

are impassable, especially in 

Bulahubay and Wadajir 

suburbs. There are some areas 

in Bakara and Blacksea 

neighbourhoods, which have also been affected. Since it is still raining, we cannot be certain 

about how the situation will be,” he said. 

Many auto-rickshaw operators did come to the town due to impassable roads. 

 Ahmed Alas Ghedi, one of the riders in the town, said the rains inconvenienced him as he 

was to take several clients to work as he does every morning. 

“I am still at home. I cannot come out because of the rains. It is raining heavily and I am 

already at a loss since I have clients that I usually take to their workplace,” he said. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158182/heavy_rains_paralyze_transport_in_

mogadishu.aspx 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 21/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 4

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158182/heavy_rains_paralyze_transport_in_mogadishu.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158182/heavy_rains_paralyze_transport_in_mogadishu.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158182/heavy_rains_paralyze_transport_in_mogadishu.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158182/heavy_rains_paralyze_transport_in_mogadishu.aspx


 

 

 

Four people and at least 300 livestock swept away by floods in Somaliland  

May 20, 2018  

FOUR PEOPLE and at least 300 

goats and camels were swept 

away by floods Sunday morning 

in Awdal region in Somaliland as 

the tropical cyclone Sagar 

continues its assault in the 

northern and eastern Somali 

regions. 

Goobjoog News correspondent in 

Somaliland capital Hargeisa reports that four people are missing after raging floods swept 

them away and their shelters in Garbo-dada and Lughaya in Awdal region. Similarly, 32 

houses were destroyed by floods in Hariraad, another 23 in Garbo-dada while in Habas, 9 

shelters were swept away by floods. 

Humanitarian agencies transporting relief food from Djibouti could not access these areas 

because of the heavy rains, our correspondent says. 

The UN agency OCHA said Saturday in its update more than 1.3 million people in Awdal, 

Sanaag, Togdheer and Woqooyi Galbeed (Hargeisa) were estimated to be at risk of the 

tropical storm as of Friday. 

Meanwhile internet connection in the coastal city of Salal has been affected as fibre optic 

cables mainly from neighbouring Djibouti were destroyed by the heavy floods. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/four-people-and-at-least-300-livestock-swept-away-by-

floods-in-somaliland/  
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UN, Somali Government seek $80 million in immediate relief for flood-

affected populations  

 

The town of Belet Weyne in the Hiraan region of Somalia as seen from the air submerged in flood 

waters from the Shabelle river on 30 April 2018. Belet Weyne is currently experiencing its worst 

flooding ever and over 150,000 people have been displaced. 

20 May 2018 

Humanitarian Aid 

The United Nations and the Somali Government on Sunday launched a joint appeal for $80 

million to provide immediate help for the people affected by recent flooding in the country’s 

centre and south. 

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the flooding 

– caused by the heaviest rainfall there in more than three decades – has led to fatalities, 

massive displacement, and damage to infrastructure and cropland, compounding an already 

fragile humanitarian situation. 
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OCHA said more than 750,000 people are estimated to have been affected by the flooding, 

with at least 229,000 displaced. Humanitarian partners are unable to rely on the existing 

$1.5 billion humanitarian response plan for Somalia for 2018, which is only 24 per cent 

funded. 

The new $80 million appeal, launched at a high-level event in Mogadishu, would provide 

short-term relief to the affected communities that were already vulnerable due to ongoing 

conflict and previous droughts.  

Speaking at the event, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Peter de Clercq, 

highlighted the longer-term risks facing populations affected by floods, and the need for 

investment to build resilience to extreme weather events. 

“As climate change risks invariably increase, more resources are needed to address the root 

causes of fragility, chronic poverty and low human development that are affecting the bulk 

of the population,” he said. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1010252 
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Govt urged to ease import of relief supplies to avert floods’ harm  

May 20, 2018  

This woman in Buluhubey, 

Mogadishu had to transfer her 

children to the outskirts of the city as 

floods inundated their homes.  

Humanitarian stakeholders have 

called on the federal and state governments to suspend any barriers which could curtail 

speedy importation and distribution of humanitarian aid in a move to effectively respond to 

the unfolding floods crisis in the country. 

The stakeholders among them federal and state government and humanitarian actors in the 

country meeting in Mogadishu Sunday also urged collective action among all sectors of the 

society and government. 

In a communique Sunday, the meeting led by President Mohamed Farmaajo called for 

among others facilitation of the delivery of assistance including imports and exports of relief 

supplies as well as remittances. The stakeholders also called for ‘the temporary suspension 

of new bureaucratic requirements at the sub-federal level on aid providers’ and the 

provision of security and logistical support for access. 

Tens of people have been confirmed dead in several parts of the country as floods continue 

unabated with riverine regions along Shabelle and Jubba rivers adversely affected. The 

situation was however further compounded Friday when the tropical cyclone Sagar made 

way into northern Somalia causing mass displacements and flooding in Puntland and 

Somaliland. 
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The UN humanitarian agency OCHA said Saturday more than 1.3 million people in Awdal, 

Sanaag, Togdheer and Woqooyi Galbeed (Hargeisa) were estimated to be at risk of the 

tropical storm as of Friday. 

The stakeholders also agreed to strengthen the role of the 22 member National Flood 

Committee and the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs to ensure they engage all across the 

country to marshal further support. 

The need for transparency and accountability in the management of aid response must form 

the core of the response, the meeting emphasized. “We declare non-tolerance to diversion 

of assistance and pledge to take firm action against anyone engaging in such misconduct. 

Such action will cover all forms of diversion and manipulation of the response, including 

private profiteering.” 

http://goobjoog.com/english/govt-urged-to-ease-import-of-relief-supplies-to-avert-floods-

harm/ 
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Somali Education Ministry calls off Sunday's National exams following heavy 

rains  

Sunday May 20, 2018 

Mogadishu (HOL) - Somali 

Ministry has postponed 

Sunday's national exams 

following heavy rains in the 

Somali capital, Mogadishu and 

other parts of the country. The 

final examinations of Form 

Four students started on 

Saturday after Somali Prime 

Minister, Hassan Ali Khaire 

launched the start at the 15-May School in Mogadishu. In a directive, Somali Education 

minister, Abdirahman Dahir Osman said the examinations have been put off with no further 

details of exam resumption. "The form four examinations slated for  Sunday have been 

cancelled as heavy rains pounded in the capital and other regions of the country," the 

directive reads in part. 27600 students from Hirshabelle, Puntland, Southwest, Galmudug as 

Benadir region are sitting final secondary examinations conducted by the government. The 

exams which are taking place at 120 exam centres in Adado, Jowhar, Baidoa, Kismayo, 

Beledweyn towns will run for five days. Somali is rebuilding its public education system 

which was non-existent since the 1990s when Somalia plunged into civil war after fall the 

government led by late Mohamed Siyad Barre. The government started unified 

examinations in 2015 with about 7,000 students drew from state members of the Federal 

Government. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158186/somali_education_ministry_calls_off_sunday

_s_national_exams_following_heavy_rains.aspx  
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Gunmen shoot dead Somali soldiers in Mogadishu 

At least two Somali 

government soldiers 

were shot dead in 

separate overnight 

attacks in Mogadishu, 

the latest in a string of 

such assassinations in 

the capital over the past 

years. 

Eyewitnesses say assailants armed with pistols have carried out the soldiers’ killing which 

took place in different parts in the seaside city in the evening. 

The first soldier was killed in Shibis district while the second one was executed at Bar-Ubah 

junction by gunmen, believed to be Al Shabaab assassins. 

Somali security forces cordoned off the shooting scenes and launched a manhunt operation, 

but no arrests have been reported until now. 

No group has yet claimed credit for the attacks, but, the Al-Qaeda-linked Al-Shabaab 

militants often carry out targeted killings against security force members in the capital. 

http://baydhabo.com/2018/05/19/gunmen-shoot-dead-somali-soldiers-in-mogadishu/ 
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Top Contractor Shot Dead Outside Mogadishu Mosque 

On May 19, 2018 Last updated May 19, 2018  

 

A top manager at a construction company contracted to the Somalia Ministry of Public 

Works was on Saturday night shot dead in Mogadishu, Police said. 

Mohamud Adow Ali was shot by unknown gunmen after he stepped out of a Mosque in 

Darjinka area of Shibis district. 

Ali is a manager at the Kulmiye Construction Company which has been contacted to 

reconstruct roads in Mogadishu and other parts of Somalia. 

No one has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/19/breaking-top-contractor-shot-dead-

outside-mogadishu-mosque/ 
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Somalia Army Colonel Killed In Alshabaab Explosion 

On May 19, 2018  

 

Somalia militant group Alshabaab has claimed through it’s affiliated website that it is 

responsibility for the death of a high ranking SNA officer in Mogadishu. 

The officer identified as Ali Raggeh was killed in an explosion from a bomb fitted on his 

vehicle. 

Security has been heightened in the Somalia capital Mogadishu following the explosion. 

The Alqaeda linked militant group that has been waging an insurgency against the Somali 

government and African Union troops  is known to intensify attacks during the Islamic month 

of Ramadan. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/19/somalia-army-colonel-killed-in-alshabaab-

explosion/ 
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Somali Forces Recapture Villages from Al-shabab Fighters in Hiran Region 

Posted On May 18, 2018  

Somali forces on Friday seized several 

villages from Al-shabab fighters in central 

Somalia. 

The government of Somalia has declared 

new offensives to re-open and secure roads 

blocked by  Al-shabab fighters after they 

were defeated by allied forces. 

Abdi Dahir Gure, Bula-burde district commissioner who confirmed the eizure of the villages 

said the forces secured roads linking  Bula-burde-Mahas towns. 

According to Guure, Tardo, Yasoman, Mori-Ari and Aboorey villages along Bulaburde-Mahas 

road have been recaptured. He said the seizure of the villages would be significant for aid 

agencies and transport goods and services and movement of the residents. “This will be very 

important for transport people and goods as well as aid agencies. The people Bula-burde 

town are now capable of getting goods from other towns in the region as the forces ended 

the siege imposed by Al-shabab four years ago,” said Bula-burde DC. In April, the leader 

of  the State, Mohamed Abdi Waare has directed the forces to re-open the roads blocked by 

Al-shabab before the end of Ramadan. Al-shabab blocked off  the major roads entering 

several towns in Hiran region including Bula-burde, Mahas and Jalalaqsi in 2014 after the 

group lost control of the towns to Somali forces backed by AMISOM. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/18/somali-forces-recapture-villages-from-al-shabab-

fighters-in-hiran-region/ 
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Al-Shabaab faces leadership battle as speculation over Emir’s health mounts  

Sunday May 20, 2018 - By: Sunguta 

West  

FILE - A screengrab of a Al-Shabaab 

produced video shows leader Ahmed 

Umar, who is also known as Abu Ubaidah 

or Ahmed Diriye 

The secretive head of al-Shabaab is 

reportedly critically ill, giving rise to speculation that the Somali Islamist group is re-

organizing itself ahead of his possible demise.  Ahmed Umar has been emir of the al-Qaeda 

affiliate in East Africa for nearly four years, but now reportedly bedridden for more than six 

months, the installation of a new leader could be imminent (Daily Nation, April 20; 

Tuko, April 23). 

Splits Within the Shura 

Details of Umar’s ailment are scarce. While it is possible he was badly injured in an attack, a 

Mogadishu-based source familiar with the militant group’s activities told the Terrorism 

Monitor that Umar is suffering from a serious kidney problem that affected first one and 

now both kidneys, and has left him fighting for his life. Umar’s current location is unclear, 

but some reports say he is in the town of Jilib, in southern Somalia, where al-Shabaab 

maintains a stronghold. Others indicate the ailing leader may have fled to an undisclosed 

hideout in Gedo region, near the Kenyan border, following intensified bombardment by 

international forces (Daily Nation, December 14, 2017; Mareeg, December 7, 2017). 

Since the advent of Umar’s illness, the group has acted to save its leader’s life, paying doctors 

and providing costly treatments that are depleting the group’s financial resources. A 
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consequence of this has been a failure to release funds to pay its fighters at battlefronts in 

parts of southern Somalia (Tuko, April 23). 

Umar’s condition is allegedly causing concern among the group’s top leadership, at a time 

when al-Shabaab is pinned down by troops with the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM). Sources say the situation is so critical that Umar’s deputies in the Shura, al-

Shabaab’s executive council, have been meeting to discuss his possible succession. That has 

led to heated exchanges, splitting the council into different factions (Tuko, April 23). 

At the moment, the Shura, which has a mandate to make important decisions regarding 

targets, finances and the group’s ideological direction, is composed of eight members, 

among them Umar’s deputies Mahan Karate, who heads the Amniyat, al-

Shabaab’s intelligence wing, Maalim Osman, the infantry commander, and Ali Dheere, the 

group’s spokesman. It is believed the three do not see eye to eye on the matter of 

succession. The deputies are concerned that a leadership vacuum would result in reduced 

operational capacity and the further loss of territory.  Under Umar, the group has lost key 

areas and strategic towns in southern Somalia, which are crucial to revenue collection, 

recruitment and arms replenishment. It has also faced a split, with key leaders defecting to 

the government (The Star, July 1, 2017). 

Controversial Rise to Power 

A ruthless hardliner, Umar—who is also known as Abu Ubaidah or Ahmed Diriye—took over 

as al-Shabaab’s leader on September 6, 2014, replacing the former supreme leader Ahmed 

Abdi Godane, who was killed in a U.S. airstrike on September 1, 2014 (Daily Nation, 

September 5, 2014). 

Prior to this, Umar was a little-known cleric, an alleged member of the Amniyat, the secret 

intelligence group Godane formed to expose and eliminate dissident within the group. He 

was allegedly a close confidant of the late leader, who attempted to shape al-Shabaab into 

a regional jihadist group, and is believed to have participated in the bloody purge of 

dissenters ordered by Godane. 
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FILE - The Emir of the Somalia-

based Islamist group al Shabaab 

Ahmad Umar alias Abu Ubaidah 

aka Ahmed Diriye addresses the 

press in undated photo. 

Umar is believed to be in his 

mid-40s and was known to be a 

hardliner within the movement 

(WardheerNews, September 

10, 2014). He was born in the 

Kalafe area of the Ogaden region before moving to southern Somalia, where he helped 

establish Islamic schools. He also served as al-Shabaab’s governor for the Bay and Bakool 

regions (Somali Current, September 6). His ascendancy to al-Shabaab leadership was 

controversial. The Shura’s decision to appoint him following Godane’s death had not been 

unanimous, and it was clear that some Shura members disliked him and considered him 

uneducated (Intelligence Brief, June 20, 2016). 

While analysts expected Umar to instigate a fresh wave of violence, an uncomfortable 

silence followed the weeks and months after his appointment. This sparked speculation that 

the poorly educated cleric lacked the leadership skills to re-energize al-Shabaab (Sabahi, 

October 31, 2014). However, after nearly four years at the helm, his death would leave the 

militant group in a precarious situation with no obvious successor. Possible candidates 

include Mahad Karate, who the Shura by-passed when they picked Umar in 2014, Ali 

Mohammud Rage, alias Ali Dheere, and Hussein Ali Fiidow. 

Possible Successors 

Karate (a.k.a. Abdirahman Warsame) is al-Shabaab’s deputy leader and continues to play a 

key role within the Amniyat. Like Umar, he is believed to be in his 40s. He hails from the 

Eyr sub-clan of the Habar Girir, an influential clan that was the backbone of the Islamic 

Courts Union (ICU), from which al-Shabaab splintered. 

The U.S government designated Karate a terrorist in 2015 and put a $5 million bounty on his 

head. He allegedly played a key role in the 2015 Garissa University attack, in which 148 
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students were killed (The Standard, November 11, 2015). In 2016, Karate, whose name is 

spelled variously as Mahad Mohammed Karatey or Mahat Karetey, was erroneously 

reported to have been killed in a strike by the Kenyan military (New Vision, February 18, 

2016). 

Sources describe Karate as battle-hardened and a religious hardliner, factors that boost his 

chances. He also worked as a deputy to Godane and now Umar, and both leaders came to 

trust him. The other significant militant in the race is Rage, who is from the Hawiye Mursande 

clan and, like Karate, is a deputy emir for al-Shabaab. There was speculation that he too had 

been killed in a Kenyan–Somali commando operation in 2014 (Terror free Somalia, March 6, 

2014). Months later, the rumors were disproved. 

Hussein Ali Fiidow, a deputy who oversees al-Shabaab’s governorates, is another possible 

successor. Fiidow is thought to be in charge of the group’s finance and administration. He is 

influential and a rival to Umar. With the high number of recent defections to the 

government, some al-Shabaab members suspect that Fiidow is plotting a coup against Umar 

(Daily Nation December 14, 2017). He is thought to have recently attempted to eliminate 

the leader, forcing Umar to flee with his supporters (Mareeg, December 7, 2017). 

An Opportunity to Strike 

With Umar potentially incapacitated, it appears a leadership change within al-Shabaab is 

likely. While the group faces significant challenges that constrain its operations, the loss of 

strategic territory, the death of its commanders through airstrikes, defections and reduced 

revenue sources, a change of leadership could revitalize what remains one of Africa’s 

deadliest militant groups. That may mean increased attacks in Somalia as any new leader 

seeks to prove himself, with attacks potentially spreading to other East African nations—a 

growing al-Shabaab presence already exists in Kenya’s Boni forest. However, a change in 

leadership will also open a window of opportunity for international forces, which may be 

able to capitalize on the period of confusion and division that a leadership change will 

inevitably bring. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158184/al_shabaab_faces_leadership_battle

_as_speculation_over_emir_s_health_mounts.aspx 
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Emotional sendoff for KDF officer killed in Somalia 

May 19, 2018 - A sombre mood 

engulfed Waunifor village in 

Ainabkoi Constituency as another 

Kenya Defence Forces officer who 

died in Somalia was laid to rest on 

Saturday. 

Duncan Kibet Mutai died on 6th of 

May 2018 alongside his colleagues 

when they encountered an 

improvised explosive device (IED) in the general area of Degelema 8km from Dhobley. 

The 35-year-old, father of one, had just been married for only 28 days when he met his 

death. Mutai was remembered as a dedicated and disciplined officer. 

“I was very shocked and his death touched my heart. On that fateful day, I was supposed to 

go with them but plans changed and I had to come back to Kenya for a few things. He used 

to work with me in my department and I have lost a great man,” said Sergeant Alex Maina. 

He added they would continue protecting the country to keep the legacy of their fallen 

soldiers. “The mission will not stop. We will continue working and fighting for what they 

believed in. We will fight until when we win over the terrorists,” said the sergeant. 

“We are mourning our brother as KDF. He was dedicated and had self-sacrifice. He paid the 

ultimate price defending this nation for us to enjoy the peace we are enjoying today. We will 

not let him down by giving up,” condoled a senior officer. 
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Ainabkoi MP William Chepkut condoled the family and called on President Uhuru Kenyatta 

as the Commander in chief of the armed forces to employ new tactics in combating 

terrorists. 

“I am appealing to the President to change tact on how to handle terrorists who continue to 

take lives of our soldiers. The terrorists are now using land mines and IEDs. We should 

consider new technologies for surveillance like drones and satellites. We have lost about 

three in this region and that is sad,” said Chepkut. 

The legislator added that in June he will move a motion of compensation on officers who 

lose their lives in their libe of duty. 

As Mutai was given the 21- gun salute, tears streamed down the cheeks of the thousands of 

mourners who had arrived to bid him farewell. When he was lowered to his final resting 

place his colleagues realized the void he had left was too wide to be filled. 

Mutai joined the Kenya Army in 2007 and served as senior private for 10 years before joining 

Amison in July 2017. He joined Recruits Training School (RTS) in 2007 and was later posted 

to 12 engineers Thika. 

http://radioshabelle.com/emotional-sendoff-for-kdf-officer-killed-in-somalia/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/world/africa/somalia-au-troops-step-up-efforts-

to-counter-ied-attacks 
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Peace in sight as KDF says Somalia battle not in vain  

Sunday May 20, 2018 

Female Amisom soldier 

interacts with Somali children at 

Wanyonyi Primary school in 

Dhobley 

Kenya and other troop-

contributing countries (TCC) 

believe they have made 

tremendous efforts in degrading 

Al Shabaab and enforcing peace in Somalia 10 years after the incursion.  

According to the Special Representative of the chairperson of the African Union Commission 

for Somalia and head of Amisom Franscisco Caetano Jose Madiera, the country is gradually 

setting up institutions to run her affairs.  

“We are moving with difficulties and challenges but with confidence that our mission is on 

track. We have made strides and we will prevail over Al Shabaab. The Somalia government 

had been operating from Nairobi but it is now operating from Mogadishu. Sooner or later, 

our mission will be achieved. Have we achieved our goal, of course not. Are we going there, 

of course yes,” Madeira says.  

He says that Villa Somalia is not being shelled daily by Al Shabaab like it was previously and 

institutions including the Amisom, military and police headquarters and administrative 

offices have been established and are working.  

Mogadishu and other towns have repopulated and are being rebuilt while some of the 

universities are operating.  
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He, however, says TCCs are not so rich or so developed and therefore require support from 

donors to achieve the Amisom mandate.  

Amisom officials this month attended a meeting on Somali’s security with the European 

Union in Brussels where it was agreed that there is need for more resources.  

Kenyan ambassador to Somalia Lucas Tumbo says more than 35,000 Kenyans are currently 

working, conducting businesses and living in Somalia following the pacification of the 

country by Amisom troops.  

Diaspora  

“Amisom has done well with the support of donors, there has been incremental change. A 

whole spectrum of things need to be improved. Today more than 80 per cent of the Somali 

people are returning home.  I have the largest diaspora in Africa with 35,000 Kenyans living 

here. There are 18,000 living in Hargesia, 10,000 in Jubaland and 3,000 living in Mogadishu 

among others. I will not encourage Kenyans to invest in fear,” Maj Gen (Rtd) Tumbo said.  

He says despite the growing numbers, Somalia, like any other country, needs investors.   

Tumbo says if the enemy hadn’t been degraded enough, the country wouldn’t have 

witnessed development. 

 Following the attack on Al Jazeera hotel where the Kenyan embassy was located, the 

mission was relocated to Mogadishu International Airport, Marine near SKA as they await 

the completion of a modern embassy complex currently under construction within two 

months.  

Mogadishu Mayor and Governor of Benadir Abdirahman Omar Osman who is among the 

few Somalis who returned to Mogadishu from abroad ten years ago says security has greatly 

improved.  

“The country is making progress and we thank Amisom for coming to help Somalia. Somalis 

are resilient. Recent attacks have united people. More than 2,000 security agents will 

provide security during Ramadhan and we are determined to succeed,” the Mayor says. 
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 “Professionalising our security forces will be a win-win situation for all stakeholders and will 

ease the burden on African countries and donors,” the mayor says. 

 Amisom Acting Force Commander Tai Gituai says civilian/military cooperation has been of 

great assistance in the health, and education sector.  

Maj Gen Tai Gituai says Amisom has ensured there is peace and regional governments are 

operational.  

He brags that so degraded are Al Shabaab and other insurgent groups that they have 

resorted to sneaky vehicle borne or human borne Improvised Explosive Devices to engage 

Amisom troops. 

He says that the only tribute soldiers can pay to their fallen colleagues is to stay in Somalia 

until the mission is accomplished. “For the peace of the continent, I think the sacrifice has 

been worth it. The only way to pay tribute to the fallen heroes is by staying here. IEDs is a 

war of cowardice and moving out will also be an act of cowardice,” The acting Force 

commander says. For a very long time, he says, attacks in the country have reduced. Sector 

II commander Brigadier Joakim Mwamburi says although the situation in Somali remains 

fluid and unpredictable, Amisom has minimised the treat but Al Shabaab continues to stage 

attacks using IEDS.  

Amisom troops have pacified liberated areas, conducted route clearance in Tabda, Billis 

Qooqani and Afmadhow among other areas. They have supported the repatriation of 79,840 

refugees from Dadaab Refugee Camp into Jubaland since January 3, 2018.  

He says the soldiers’ presence in Somalia is not in vain because Kenya is now safer but warns 

that the enemy doesn’t have boundaries and thrives in Sector 2 because of its treacherous 

terrain.    

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158177/peace_in_sight_as_kdf_says_somalia

_battle_not_in_vain.aspx 
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Somalia:Confidential report terrorist close ties with Somali President  

Sunday May 20, 2018 - A confidential intelligence report 

obtained by Sunatimes has shed light on the historical 

background of the current Chief of Staff of Somalia's 

Presidential Palace, Villa Somalia, warning a unique threat 

to the president as result of the close relations he 

maintains with the former radical Islamist, 

Sunatimes.com reports.  

According to the leaked information shared by Countries with the strategic interest in 

Somalia, Mr. Fahad Yasin has become a member of the now-defunct Islamic group of Al 

Etihad and took part battles in Arare, Gedo, and Bosaso in the 1990s. The report says in late 

1990s, Al Ittihad group which reviewed in its strategy towards its fight in Somalia and some 

senior figures, including Hassan Turki, Sheikh Hassan Dahir Aweys, Sheikh Abdullahi Ali Hash 

and a section of the group's youth wing due to challenges, opting for a more lenient Islamic 

system in Somalia through which Da'wah would be used to spread Islamic teaching rather 

than gun-point. 

FAHAD's EARLY JOURNEY 

Fahad Yasin studied journalism in Yemen and worked for Somalitalk, a mouthpiece website 

owned by the Islamic extremist organization, Al-Ittihad al-Islami before joined the Doha-

based Al Jazeera's Arabic-language channel where he worked as the Mogadishu bureau chief 

and correspondent. After years with Al Jazeera, Fahad was assigned to serve as the head of 

the Network's office in Mogadishu, the Somali capital, a post he was rewarded because of 

his close relationship with the Al Qaeda-affiliated Somalia-based extremist group Al 

Shabaab. As his links with Al Shabaab became closer, Yasin established a good bond with the 

group's top leaders, including Al Shabaab's slain spiritual leader, Ahmed Abdi Godane, 

Ibrahim Afghan, Hassan Dahir Aweys, Sheikh Mukhtar Robow and Moalim Burhan. He would 
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soon become a facilitator of Qatar's funds to Al Shabaab, the report said. The Intelligence 

report further revealed that Villa Somalia's current Chief of Staff took an Intelligence training 

in Qatar. In 2012, Fahad Yasin left Al Jazeera and joined its research center. 

Since joining research center, Yasin did not release reports and features he used to write on 

Somalia, sparking speculations about his mysterious work, with many raised the possibility 

that he was involved in Intelligence activities. However, according to the report, Fahad has 

been assigned to gather information about Politicians and the Political situation in the horn 

of Africa country beset by decades of civil war as he was the gateway to the leadership of 

Somalia. In the beginning of his new post at the time, Mr. Yasin has supported Jama Ali Jama, 

a former Puntland presidential contender in his struggle towards presidency amid standoff 

with late former Somali President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, who spent years in bloody battles 

against extremist group, , Al-Ittihad of which Mr. Yasin was a member of 1990s. Mr. Yasin 

has since continued supporting certain Somali politicians' political campaigns. In 2012, the 

former Al Jazeera journalist has helped Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, the former Somali 

President to come to power, having funded his bid for Presidency. However, their 

relationship hasn't lasted longer and crumbled in a short period of time, owing to 

Mohamud's profound suspicions and resistance towards Yasin's hidden agencies towards 

Somalia. 

FAHAD AND FARMAJO RELATIONSHIP 

Following Qatar's failure in convincing the former Somali president Hassan Sheikh Mohamud 

to promote its strategic interests in Somalia, it had to revisit its Somalia approach. And this 

time, a painstakingly planned strategy that'd ensure installing a Somali president who could 

prioritize Qatar's interests as a primary objective. Therefore, Mr. Yasin had a new 

assignment: Hand-picking the next Somali president. He has since set up links with 

Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo shortly after he was ousted as Somali Prime minister in 2011 

during Kampala accord. 
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Yasin has stepped up his 

association with Farmajo 

who rose to fame following 

his resignation. 

Jama Aideed, Somalia's 

Ambassador to Turkey 

According to the intelligence 

report, Yasin tried to seek 

the post of the Prime Minister for Farmajo from President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud during 

his tenure, an attempt resisted by Mr. Mohamud, leading to a multi-fronted political fight 

against his old friend in the ruling Damul-Jadid group. As Mr. Mohamud's tenure was 

drawing closer to an end, Mr. Fahad has endorsed Mr. Farmajo as his favorite candidate for 

the next Somali president. However, there was still an impending assignment for him to 

complete: Selecting the prime minister.  During his search a suitable candidate, Fahad has 

met Hassan Ali Khaire, the current 

Somali PM while working with the 

relief agency, NRC as Oslo and Doha 

were working on a plan to facilitate 

talks between Al Shabaab and Federal 

Government led by Hassan Sheikh. 

Hassan Ali Khaire, current Somali PM 

pictured during his time with NRC 

This has led the UN Monitoring Group to release a report accusing Hassan Ali Khaire of 

having links with Al Shabaab, the terrorist group fighting to topple the Western-backed 

Somali government. 
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MYSTERIOUS RESEARCH STINT 

While working for Al Jazeera's research centre, Fahad Yasin has organized a team from his 

Al-Ittihad al-Islami, including Abdishakur Ali Mire, currently a Federal MP, Balal Mohamed 

Osman (President's aide), Jama Aideed (Somali Ambassador to Turkey), Sa'eed Eid, Sa'eed 

Hussein, a PM's Khaire cabinet member and Abdirisack Shoole, the Deputy Chief of Staff of 

Villa Somalia to campaign for Farmajo win the 2017 Presidential election. 

The Minister of Agriculture, 

Sa'eed Hussein Iid 

Also, Fahad Yasin made an 

effort to make a relation with 

Mohamud's re-election 

campaign team, including 

current PM Hassan Ali Khaire, 

Thabit Abdi Mohamed, the 

former mayor of Mogadishu, 

Jamal Mohamed Hassan, the Minister of Planning and Abdirashid Mohamed, the petroleum 

Minister promising them posts in Farmajo's government, if he was elected as the President 

of Somalia. 

FAHAD'S POLITICAL THREAT TO FARMAJO 

Besides his position as Villa Somalia Chief of Staff, Fahad Yasin leads a group that worked 

with him during President Farmajo election campaign and manages Qatar's funds for the 

politics in Somalia. Moreover, Yasin secured the loyalty of 70 Somali lawmakers who voted 

for Farmajo during February 2017 polls and pays them monthly stipends ranging from $3,000 

to $4,000, in a bid to keep Villa Somalia's influence in the Parliament stronger. This issue has 

made Fahad a more powerful figure in the decision-making process of the country, with a 

lot of money invested in politics, evading government's accountability. 
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Thabit Abdi Mohamed, the former 

Mayor of Mogadishu [L] and 

Abdirisack Shoole Deputy Chief of 

Staff of Villa Somalia [R]  

The report seen by Sunatimes.com 

further indicated that Fahad Yasin 

opposes the Federalism system, 

rebuilding of Somali National 

Army (SNA), the Presence of the UN-mandated African Union Mission (AMISOM) and policy 

of Western countries towards the country. But, according to the report, Yasin has instead 

given his blessing for the formation of a rebel group led by former Al Shabaab deputy leader 

and Spokesman, Sheikh Mukhtar 

Robow Ali "Abu Mansur"  who has 

recently defected to Somali 

government to fight against the 

militants instead of rebuilding SNA. 

Jamal Mohamed Hassan, Somalia's 

Minister of Planning  

Finally, the Intelligence report concluded that Fahad Yasin is trying to handpick and install 

the next head of Somalia's Intelligence Agency (NISA) or the deputy position in a bid to 

organize Qatar-funded spy team to be trained by Iran to fulfill on Doha's hidden agenda in 

Somalia. 

http://sunatimes.com/articles/5590/SomaliaConfidential-report-terrorist-close-ties-with-

Somali-President 
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Somali Foreign Minister says no negotiations with Kenya over maritime 

dispute  

Sunday May 20, 2018 - Mogadishu (HOL) - 

Somalia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ahmed 

Isse Awad, has said that there is no ongoing 

negotiation with Kenya over the maritime 

boundary dispute.  His comments 

contradict comments made by his Kenyan 

counterpart, Monica Juma, in an interview with London-based New Africa Magazine. When 

asked what her position was on the ongoing case lodged by Somalia to the International 

Court of Justice, Amb. Juma said that Kenya was exploring all avenues and that “a 

conversation is ongoing”, insinuating that she is in direct negotiation with Somalia on the 

matter. She added that they hoped to reach an agreeable settlement. Juma also said that “ 

it is better to resolve any dispute between us ourselves, without involving a third party,” 

adding that mechanisms were in place within IGAD to resolve any dispute. Awad on Sunday 

retorted that there had been no formal contact between Kenya and Somalia on the matter, 

reiterating that Somalia will be taking its case to The Hague. “The maritime case between us 

(Somalia) and Kenya will be settled by the international court in The Hague. I assure you that 

there is no other communication on the matter with respect to our neighbour, Kenya.  

Last February, Kenya lost its bid to stop a case filed by Somalia over a maritime dispute from 

going to a full hearing at the International Court of Justice. At stake is the potentially 

lucrative narrow triangular stretch of 100,000 square kilometres of offshore territory 

believed to contain large oil and gas deposits. The court has asked Somalia to submit a reply 

and Kenya to submit a rejoinder fixing June 18, 2018, and December 18, 2018, as the 

deadline for the filing the written pleadings. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158190/somali_foreign_minister_says_no_ne

gotiations_with_kenya_over_maritime_dispute.aspx  
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Somali opposition challenge president’s stance on Gulf dispute  

Saturday May 19, 2018 

Members of the Somali opposition believe the government is tilting towards the Qatari-

Turkish alliance. 

Jubaland President Ahmed Madobe 

speaks in the southern port town of 

Kismayu. (Reuters) 

LONDON - In a move likely to 

further strain relations in the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC), Qatari 

Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-

Thani hosted Somali President 

Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed less 

than a month after the United Arab Emirates’ diplomatic row with Somalia over port leasing 

deals in various states. 

On May 14, the two leaders met in Doha and discussed ways to promote joint cooperation 

between the two countries, according to Sheikh Tamim’s official Twitter account. “Qatar will 

continue its support for Somalia’s unity, stability and sovereignty, as well as the prosperity 

of its people,” Sheikh Tamim said in the tweet. 

The visit by Mohamed and his delegation comes at a sensitive time in the region. The one-

year anniversary of the GCC dispute over Doha’s alleged backing of terror groups and 

meddling in other states’ affairs is approaching and the recent diplomatic spat between Abu 

Dhabi and Mogadishu is still unresolved. Mohamed’s public statements of neutrality are also 

being challenged at home. 
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Members of the Somali opposition, however, say they believe the government is tilting 

towards the Qatari-Turkish alliance, which has been vying for influence in Somalia. They 

stress that it has sabotaged vital relations with Arab countries that supported the country 

during its most unstable periods. 

There are legitimate fears in Somali political circles about Doha’s track record on supporting 

extremist groups. Somalia’s ongoing fight against such groups was one of the UAE’s 

motivations for training and supporting local troops. Sources stressed that Mohamed’s Doha 

visit “cannot be separated from the problems created by the (Somali president’s) 

government with the UAE, which had adopted a proactive approach in its support for 

Somalia in order to help it overcome critical economic and security issues.” 

According to local Somali reports, regional leaders in Somalia who differ with the president 

over his outreach to Qatar held a meeting to discuss the Gulf crisis during Mohamed’s 

meeting in Doha. The leaders at the meeting represented Puntland, Jubaland, Galmudug and 

HirShabelle and have in the past declared their support for the UAE’s initiatives in Somalia, 

particularly Abu Dhabi’s help in dealing with the al-Shabab terrorist organisation and its 

support for local economies. 

Jubaland President Ahmed Madobe expressed his support for the UAE and accused 

Mohamed of double standards after arriving from Abu Dhabi last month. 

“My idea is that we do not isolate Qatar but are we doing this in a systematic manner?” 

Madobe said. “The government has decided to align itself with Qatar,” he added, according 

to Mogadishu’s Goobjoog news. 

Observers believe that the Qatari-Somali rapprochement is an indication that the dispute 

within the GCC is far from over, with countries vying for influence beyond the Gulf region. In 

April, the UAE cancelled its military training programme in Somalia in response to the 

grounding of a UAE plane carrying Emirati officials by Somali security forces and the seizure 

of funds — estimated to be close to $10 million — belonging to the UAE. 

Emirati-Somali relations tumbled following the banning of UAE ports operator DP World 

from operating in Somalia. The firm, the world’s third-biggest container port operator, had 
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signed a contract with the breakaway region of Somaliland to set up a port zone, which led 

to the Somalis’ action against DP World. 

Pressure from Qatar and Turkey for Mogadishu to take a negative stance regarding UAE 

support has also factored into declining UAE-Somali relations. The cancelled UAE military 

training programme, which began in 2014, was aimed at strengthening the capabilities of 

the Somali Army. UAE forces have participated in training missions involving thousands of 

Somali soldiers. Before the UAE pulled the plug, it was paying the salaries of 2,407 Somali 

soldiers, had set up three training centres and a hospital and also sent Emirati medical teams 

to treat Somali military personnel. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158175/somali_opposition_challenge_presid

ent_s_stance_on_gulf_dispute.aspx 
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UAE's Gargash says Socotra presence 'not strategic'  

Sunday May 20, 2018 - By Naser Al Wasmi 

The statement comes after criticism over claims the UAE was establishing a base on the 

Yemeni archipelego  

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Dr 

Anwar Gargash made the statements at 

the Globsec annual forum in Bratislava on 

May 18, 2018. Neil Hall / Reuters 

The UAE does not have territorial 

ambitions on the Yemeni islands of Socotra, the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs has said. 

Dr Anwar Gargash said the UAE has a humanitarian role on the islands, where it has worked 

since 2012 on development projects and providing aid. 

"The UAE’s role in Socotra is not strategic," he said. "The UAE does not have any ambitions 

on the archipelago. It is a Yemeni territory," he stressed. 

Earlier this month the UAE was criticised following news of it establishing a military presence 

on Socotra. 

Dr Gargash said the UAE “should have communicated more” ahead of that move. 

“Because Socotra was far away from the conflict in Yemen, we took a decision not to 

communicate what we were doing there," he said. 

Dr Gargash earlier this month lashed out at critics of the UAE. 
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He said there are entities that seek to undermine the efforts of the Saudi-led coalition 

fighting the Iran-backed rebels in Yemen at the request of Yemeni President Abdrabu 

Mansur Hadi’s internationally-recognised government. 

He said the statement made by Yemeni Prime Minister Ahmad bin Dagher criticising the UAE 

was blown out of proportion. 

"The criticism that we have received in Socotra revolves around the same people that will 

criticise the UAE time and again. Clearly, our role in Socotra is about humanitarian 

development, and we continue to do so to support this island community." 

The UAE increased its humanitarian efforts on the island after Cyclone Chapala struck the 

archipelago in 2015. 

"Since then over 40 aid projects involving providing subsidies to fishermen, improving 

harbours and infrastructure, as well as utility development have taken place," he said.  

The most recent aid efforts involved the Emirates Red Crescent deploying three aid ships 

loaded with tonnes of necessary food supplies to assist the community during Ramadan. 

The Minister said he believed the Socotra episode was now closed but said further criticism 

of UAE foreign policy was inevitable.  

"Why is this happening?" he asked. "Because the UAE has been active and effective." 

Meanwhile, the capital of Yemen's government in exile Aden was hit by strong winds over 

the weekend as tropical cyclone Sagar lashed the southern coast. 

Authorities ordered residents to evacuate properties on the shoreline of the southern port 

city, while heavy rainfall caused flooding in several parts of the capital. 

The unseasonable cyclone has since moved towards Somalia and Djibouti. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158187/uae_s_gargash_says_socotra_presen

ce_not_strategic.aspx 
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Berbera Port expansion project to commence in September 

May 19, 2018 - By Birhanu 

Fikade 

FILE – Port of Berbera 

After forming a tripartite 

port development 

agreement with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Ethiopia, the Government of 

Somaliland, which is yearning to gain an international recognition, has made arrangements 

to commence the construction of new port facilities at the Port of Berbera. 

During a visit to the Port of Berbera – 154 kilometers out of the capital Hargeisa – Ali Ismail 

Mohamed, head of port operations with the UAE based DP World Group told Ethiopian 

journalists that the new tripartite port development project is set to take effect. 

“The construction of the first phase begins in September and bids will be awarded to 

potential developers,” the operations head said. 

As per the timeline, the port project is expected to be finalized by 2020. The port facility, 

which currently has the capacity to handle 150,000 container port traffic (TEU: 20-foot 

equivalent unit), is expected to expand into handling one million TEU of 20 and 40-foot 

mixed units. 

The Somaliland Port Authority has already consolidated port management operations and 

let DP World acquire positions in the management and operational activities at the existing 

port facilities. The USD 442 million port, according to Mohamed and his team, will be 

developed in two phases. During the first phase of development, both Mohamed and Allan 

Sanchez – project operations manager with DP World at the Berbera Port – said that a 430 

meter berth is expected to be constructed which will accommodate two vessels at any given 

time.  The overall expansion project will bring about a total of 800 meter wide berth that can 

dock five ships at a time. The existing port facility accommodates five major vessels on a 650 
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meter long berth.In case of Ethiopia’s involvement, it is hard to find out how the government 

is taking part in the development activities. Given its 19 percent stake at the port, Ethiopia 

looks at shipping some 30 percent of its import/export trades. Close to 10 percent of the 

total volume of shipment will be directed to Port Sudan. Some 95 percent of the country’s 

international trade currently passes through the Port of Djibouti. 

The expansion project as commentators argue not only provides port services but creates 

additional milestone in the struggle for recognition as an independent nation. However, the 

project is seen as a threat by the Somalia and Djiboutian authorities. Somalia opposed the 

project claiming it has violated its sovereignty while Djibouti didn’t like Berbera Port 

becoming a potential contender as it takes a considerable share of volume from what it 

currently enjoys. According to the tripartite agreement, DP World holds on to a 51 percent 

share and Somaliland remains with 30 percent stake. Back in 2016, the initial deal was signed 

between UAE and Somaliland; that the former agreed to develop and manage the port with 

its own financial coffers. Somaliland will not be required to contribute in financial terms as 

the land and the seaport it availed is considered as an investment in kind. When asked what 

it means to have a 19 percent stake at the Berbera Port? Mekonnen Abera, director general 

of the Ethiopian Maritime Authority said that such details will not be necessarily disclosed 

for the time being. It is unclear whether Ethiopia’s willingness to provide electricity to 

Somaliland is part of the port project deal. Mekonnen commented on a road project Ethiopia 

built that stretches to the border of Somaliland and this should not be mixed with the port 

project agreement. He stressed that the road projects are separately considered as parts of 

trade routes and corridors for development. As the expansion of the Berbera Port weighs in, 

the existing port has become instrumental in handling general and containerized cargos. 

Somaliland has already built a container strip close to the ship main yard named Wuchale. It 

was named after a historical place in Ethiopia. Some of the general cargos which the Berbera 

Port handles include 25,000 tons of food aids. According to port officials this volume is 

expected to climb to 40,000 tons this year. 

http://www.somalimedia.co.uk/berbera-port-expansion-project-to-commence-in-

september/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 21/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 37

http://www.somalimedia.co.uk/berbera-port-expansion-project-to-commence-in-september/
http://www.somalimedia.co.uk/berbera-port-expansion-project-to-commence-in-september/
http://www.somalimedia.co.uk/berbera-port-expansion-project-to-commence-in-september/
http://www.somalimedia.co.uk/berbera-port-expansion-project-to-commence-in-september/


 

 

 

US army to build Shs3.6 billion hangar in Soroti 

Tender. The contract is for design-build 

construction of a new hangar for 

helicopters in Soroti.  

In Summary 

Troops. Uganda has about 6,000 

troops in Somalia and is the largest 

troop contributor to the 10-year-old 

AU-led mission. Other troop contributing countries include Ethiopia, Kenya, Burundi and 

Djibouti. 

By FREDERIC MUSISI 

KAMPALA. The United States army plans to construct a hangar in Soroti District for the five 

UH-1H Huey II helicopters given to Uganda last year by Washington as part of efforts to 

bolster the ongoing fight against al-Shabaab militias in Somalia. 

The US army Corps of Engineers, the engineering and construction arm under the 

Department of Defence, on April 16 put out notice for a contractor for “market research 

purposes only” for designing and construction of the hangar in eastern Uganda. 

According to the notice, a copy seen by Daily Monitor, the contract is for “design-build 

construction of a new hangar for no more than three (3) Huey II helicopters in Soroti, 

Uganda. The facility shall consist of a new helicopter hangar with maintenance capabilities 

and apron” with the facility expected to accommodate up to 12 staff. 

The notice indicated the contract price to be in the ranges of Shs1.8b and Shs3.6b. The notice 

further indicated that the purpose of market research “is to gain knowledge of interest, 

capabilities and qualifications of contractors who have the capabilities to complete a project 

of similar magnitude.” 
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“The government must ensure there is adequate competition among potential pool of 

responsible contractors. Prior government contract work is not required for submitting a 

response under this sources sought announcement.” 

A spokesperson of the US Mission in Kampala Phil Dimon told this newspaper by email that 

“hangar in Soroti serves the purpose of housing the five helicopters provided by the U.S. 

government last year.” 

Mr Dimon said in November 2017 the US government provided five Huey II helicopters, 

valued at $80m (approximately Shs292b) to Uganda to directly support the UPDF and African 

Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) operations. 

“The handover was an indication of the critical role Uganda plays in AMISOM. Defeating al-

Shabaab is a top U.S. security priority in East Africa, and we have to ensure that AMISOM 

has the capability to accomplish this mission,” he added. The UPDF spokesperson Brig 

Richard Karemire when asked why the hangar should be situated in Soroti rather than at 

Nakasongola or Entebbe military base, said “there is flying school in Soroti that has been 

used for many years and any support towards the existing facility is welcome.” 

Background 

Troops. Uganda has about 6,000 troops in Somalia and is the largest troop contributor to 

the 10-year-old AU-led mission. Other troop contributing countries include Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Burundi and Djibouti. 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/US-army-build-Shs3-6-billion-hangar-Soroti/688334-

4571868-x98owbz/index.html 
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Exposing The Fake Document From Somaliland. 

Somalilanders are in full force to spread lies and fake news after heavy defeat on the 

battlefield, to make the international community think they were attacked by Somalia when 

in reality it was nobody other than Puntland acting in self-defence. A fake letter was released 

by @MattBryden who's wife is from Somaliland. The forged document intended depict 

Puntland seeking financial and military help from the federal government of Somalia, a 

government that militarily controls nothing but Mogadishu and are struggling with Al-

shabab, and yet we are led to believe a well trained profession army from Puntland is seeking 

their help. 

As for the letter itself, they couldn't even be bothered to proof read their own lies. Towards 

the end of the letter it says "Allaa Mahadleh" which is a somali salutation only used by 

Somaliland papers at the end of their government documents. Puntland uses another 

salutation, "Fulan wacan" at the end of government released documents. Proving it is 

completely fak 

Also the first name of the president of Somalia "Abdullahi" was misspelled "Abdilahi" in the 

forged letter. 

All non biased Somali readers are fully aware the document is fake, and such high level 

documents are not leaked this easily it would be classified. 
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As a result of this blantant attempt to mislead the public, Puntland government responded 

by releasing an official government document today the 18th may confirming the letter in 

question was completely fake and made up. 
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It is likely the secessionist government in Hargeisa will attempt to spread more fake news in 

a despretate attempt to gain sympathy for the blatant aggression against Puntland in the 

Sool region.  

https://www.somalispot.com/threads/exposing-the-fake-document-from-

somaliland.42369/  
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Somaliland appeals court upholds Buurmadow verdict, reduces term to 2 

years  

May 20, 2018  

FILE PHOTO: Boqor 

Buurmadow 

An appeals court in 

Somaliland has upheld 

the sentencing of Boqor 

Buurmadow, a 

prominent elder in the 

region but reduced the 

jail term to two years. 

The court siting in Hargeisa today affirmed a lower court verdict late April which found 

Buurmadow guilty of charges levelled against him after he attended the  coronation of 

Beeldaaaje Mohamed Beeldaaje Ismael, the 19th Sultan of the Ali Salehman sub clan in 

Armo, Bari region in Puntland. 

Puntland fete earns elder Buurmadow 5 year jail term in Somaliland 

Senator Sultan Ismael Sultan Abdirahman was also suspended from the House April 24 for 

attending the same ceremony. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/somaliland-appeals-court-upholds-buurmadow-verdict-

reduces-term-to-2-years/ 
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Somaliland Police Detain Traditional Elder in Burao Town 

Posted On May 20, 2018 - The 

police in the breakaway 

Somaliland have detained an 

outspoken elder in latest 

string of arrests against 

elders, journalists and human 

activists in northern Somalia. 

Mohamed Muse Une has 

been arrested from a mosque 

in Burao town shortly after evening prayer. Relatives who spoke to the media said the elder 

was coming out of a mosque on Saturday evening when he was intercepted by police 

officers. ” Mohamed Muse Une, a well known traditional elder was detained by Somaliland 

police, the elder was heading home from Mosque just after Maqrib prayer,” said a relative 

who confirmed the arrest to the media. The Somaliland Police have not yet specified the 

motive behind the arrest of the elder. Une reportedly accused Somaliland Interior Minister, 

Mohamed Kahin Ahmed of fueling clan clashes in El-Afweyne town in Sanaag region. The 

arrest of the elder comes on heel of sentence of outspoken traditional elder by a court in 

Hargeisa. Osman Aw Mohamud alias Boqor Burmadow was sentenced to five years in jail 

after he attended the crowning of another elder in Somaliland’s rival regional state, 

Puntland. Recently Somaliland authorities have stepped up the crackdown against those 

suspected of backing the unity of Somalia and critics of the authorities. The move by 

Somaliland authorities was condemned by human rights agencies saying the authoritarian 

operations could undermine the freedom of expression and international law of human 

rights. 

https://en.halbeeg.com/2018/05/20/somaliland-police-detain-traditional-elder-in-burao-

town/  
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Somali child-care providers push back against fraud, terrorist allegations  

Saturday May 19, 2018 - By Chris Serres 

Past misdeeds of day-care providers fed mistrust, legislative inquiry  

Prekindergarten children sat down to a dinner 

of fruit cocktail, pizza and milk at First Choice 

Child Care Center in Minneapolis. Richard 

Tsong-Taatarii • Star Tribune 

Zainab Hashi welled up with anger at a 

Senate committee hearing last week as 

she watched speaker after speaker accuse 

Somali-owned child-care centers of 

defrauding the state, and even worse, diverting money meant for poor families to fund 

terrorist groups overseas. 

“Why were we not allowed to testify?” asked Hashi, who is Somali-American and owns a 

day-care center in Minneapolis and sat near the front row at the hearing. “We are being 

scapegoated … and vilified for political reasons, and it’s disgusting.” 

As a co-founder of Minnesota’s largest association of minority-owned day-care providers, 

Hashi has spent much of the past three years trying to change public perceptions of their 

businesses. She started at a difficult time: A series of high-profile criminal prosecutions 

involving Somali-owned day cares put the industry on the defensive and led to heightened 

scrutiny from the state. Regulators found incidents of overbilling and that some providers 

were recruiting parents as employees on the condition that they enroll their children using 

public subsidies. 

Since then, her organization has pushed to shore up quality by educating providers on 

regulatory compliance and expanding participation in Minnesota’s child-care quality ratings 
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system. It has also attacked the stigma head-on by kicking out owners suspected of fraud. 

Her group, the Minnesota Minority Childcare Association, even worked with state officials 

on ways to detect fraud and kickbacks. 

Yet Hashi and other Somali day-care owners feel their voices have gone largely ignored in 

the wake of a recent television news report suggesting rampant fraud in the state’s child-

care subsidy program. The widely publicized report alleged that Minnesota refugee families 

are taking suitcases full of cash to Somalia and Middle Eastern countries where terrorist 

groups are active. 

The report has roiled Somali day-care operators and their family clients across the state, just 

as many felt they were finally beginning to emerge from a cloud of suspicion. In April 2016, 

Abdirizak Gayre of Minneapolis and Ibrahim A. Osman of New Hope, were charged with an 

extended fraud against the child-care assistance program. Using secret cameras, 

investigators found 1,673 incidents in which their day-care center claimed children were in 

attendance when records showed they were actually absent. 

A half-dozen similar cases led to a series of meetings between the state Department of 

Human Services, which administers the child-subsidy program, and child-care providers who 

serve Somali children, as well as training sessions to educate providers about licensing rules, 

background studies laws and fraud. 

“There was a shadow over us then, and now that shadow has grown much larger,” said Isaak 

Geedi, chairman of the Minnesota Minority Childcare Association. 

Big investment 

In 2012, Hashi and several close relatives founded First Choice Child Care Center in 

Minneapolis, investing their entire savings — more than a quarter-million dollars — to 

prepare a facility and hire experienced staff, which now cares for about 75 children. As Hashi 

pointed out, high-quality preschool is crucial for a group of young children who come from 

homes where English is not the main language spoken. 

On a recent afternoon, a group of two dozen preschoolers — some dressed in brightly 

colored hijabs and floral dresses — marched in unison with their hands placed on each 
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others’ shoulders through their tidy classroom. Moments later, each child was calmly sitting 

with pencils behind small desks, writing out names for pictured objects. 

Hashi, whom many of the children affectionately call “ ‘hooyo,” or “mother” in Somali, paced 

between the desks, checking their progress. 

When carts of pizza and fruit cocktail arrived at dinner time, Hashi called out to the children, 

“Did you all wash your hands?” 

“Yes!” the children yelled. 

“Are you ready to eat?” she asked. 

“Yes!” they yelled, throwing up their hands. 

“I have a great passion for this work, so when people say we are stealing from the 

government, it hurts me right here,” Hashi said, pressing her hand against her heart. 

At First Choice Child Care Center, Zainab 

Hashi is deeply concerned that Somali 

child care centers are being wrongly 

condemned for the actions of a few bad 

providers, following a Fox 9 news report 

suggesting a link with terrorism. Richard 

Tsong-Taatarii • Star Tribune 

Hashi challenges the idea that Somali 

day-care owners are enriching themselves through state child-care subsidies. The monthly 

subsidies, which amount to about $300 per child, do not cover the cost of one-on-one 

tutoring, meals, the volumes of coursework, and the other learning accessories, including 

more than three dozen iPads. 

“People don’t understand how big of an investment this is,” said Nasro Abshir, 26, daughter 

of Hashi and a supervisor at the center. “Every cent that we get from [the child-subsidy 

program] is reinvested directly into the children.” 
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On Thursday evening, the first day of Ramadan, a group of about 40 Somali-American day-

care center owners and their relatives gathered for a hastily arranged meeting at the 

Abubakar As-Saddique Islamic Center, in south Minneapolis. The focus was the television 

news report, and the likely backlash by lawmakers and state regulators. 

Many challenged the accuracy of the TV report, and complained bitterly of the relentless 

focus on Somali-owned providers. According to the Department of Human Services, 

payments on behalf of Somali children account for just 28 percent of the roughly $250 

million in annual payments made through the child-care assistance program. 

Even so, Hashi and other Somali-American owners have addressed the complaints head on. 

They urge their members to join the state’s “Parent Aware” ratings system, which gives close 

scrutiny of classroom quality and school management. Today, about 80 percent of the 

association’s membership participates in the program, said Geedi. 

The group has also been aggressive about alerting the state to fraudulent providers, and 

kicking out members that are suspected of bilking the state, he said. Since 2016, six providers 

have been pushed out of the group, Geedi said. 

“We’ve come a long way toward establishing uniform standards,” he said. “But there is still 

a lot of work to be done around building public trust.” 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158176/somali_child_care_providers_push_b

ack_against_fraud_terrorist_allegations.aspx 
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Education in Somalia starts with teachers  

Written by Doreen Ajiambo  

MOGADISHU, Somalia – Rahma Ali has a newfound sense of 

purpose. “Teachers are key to the success of any education 

system,” said Ali, a teacher at Hamar Jajab Primary School in 

Mogadishu who recently completed a teacher training 

program with the Global Campaign of Education, an 

international coalition of education advocates and NGOs seeking to improve education in 

the developing world. 

“It’s very hard to find someone in poor country like Somalia who has both the qualifications 

and the training to be a teacher,” she said. “But we are very happy to receive the training so 

that we can give our children a quality education.” 

The outbreak of civil war in this East Africa nation in the early 1990s took a terrible toll on 

education in Somalia. 

Only 30 percent of primary school-age children and 26 percent of secondary school-age kids 

attend classes, according to the UN Children's Fund, or UNICEF. Only 18 percent of children 

in rural households attend school. 

Violence, poverty, lack of teachers and school facilities – including shortages of desks, books 

and other educations materials – are among the many hurdles to improving the Somali 

school system, according to the Lutheran World Federation, which supports 7,000 students, 

teachers, school staff and others in educational training programs. 

Where children are learning, they’re often studying lessons that have little relationship to 

their peers throughout the country. 
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“There is not yet any national Somali curricula implemented, so every school and every state 

do a little bit as they like,” said Lennart Hernander, the federation’s representative in 

Somalia, Kenya and Djibouti. “There are no enough trained and untrained teachers. Most of 

the parents also have to pay for their children to attend school, which many of them cannot 

afford.” 

But, as Ali’s experience illustrates, the tide is slowly turning. 

Since August 2017, Somalia has been training primary and secondary school teachers with 

$33 million in funding from the Global Campaign for Education, an international coalition of 

education advocates and NGOs seeking to improve education in the developing world.  

“We want to raise awareness of importance of teachers in quality education,” said Adam 

Mohamed, national coordinator of Somali Coalition for Education for All, a member of the 

campaign. “The teacher’s education policy document will help the country to acquire better 

quality teacher which is key for achieving quality education for all the Somali children.” 

The training is providing crucial qualifications and training, give educators a chance to share 

their experience and help Somalia develop uniform rules and regulations for the teaching 

profession throughout the country, said Ali Afgoye, who oversees implementation of 

educational policies as director of the Somali Ministry of Education. 

“It’s good program that ensures teachers earn qualification of teaching to deliver quality 

education to students,” said Afgoye. 

Afgoye hoped teachers in the program would share insights from it. Somali officials were 

now building or renovating around schools. Tens of thousands of students were expected to 

come to classes in the next few years, he added. 

The Global Campaign for Education is not the only teacher training occurring in Somalia. 

The training has also spread to other parts of the country. 

In the self-declared state of Somaliland – where violence is less frequent and the 

government is more stable – education ministry officials have been especially successful 
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training more teachers, especially female teachers, to fight gender inequality in regional 

schools where only 3 percent of women are teachers. 

The Somali Education Mministry’s Teachers Training Department has also trained at least 35 

teachers in recent years. 

“We are training teachers to make them more professional,” said Mohamed Abdi, a lecturer 

at the Banadir Teacher Training Institute in Mogadishu. “Teachers who are not well-trained 

cannot provide a quality education. They will fail students. Lack of trained teachers 

contributes to lower enrollment of students.” 

The biggest challenge is finding qualified people to train as teachers, however, said 

Abdi.“Many of [Somalis] do not qualify to train as teachers, so we are forced to lower the 

entry grade so that we can have more,” he said. 

But progress is being made. Somalis are embracing school as their country’s education 

system grows more robust. 

“We are now confident to take our children to school because we have trained teachers,” 

said Hassan Mohamed, a father of six who has been taking his children to a madrassa, an 

Islamic religious school in Mogadishu. “Our children used to grow old in schools but still 

struggle to learn basic literacy and numeracy. Some of them used to drop out of school 

without being able to read or write properly.” 

http://www.ara-network.com/newsroom/sub-saharan-africa/3494-education-in-somalia-

starts-with-teachers.html 
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Somali Fishermen Struggle to Compete with Foreign Vessels  

May 20, 2018 Jason Patinkin  

A fisherman comes in with his 

boat to Bossaso's fishing beach 

in northern Somalia in late 

March 2018.  

Each morning, fishermen in 

the northern Somali port 

city of Bosaso pull in their catch of tuna, marlin, and more. The waters off northern Somalia 

are some of the richest in Africa. As businessmen and women on the beach haggle over the 

shining piles of fresh fish, the daily catch looks like a rich haul. But all is not well here for 

local fishermen. Many of them complain about larger, 

foreign boats that enter Somali waters, outfishing the 

locals.“Now there is illegal fishing, fish stealing, and so 

on," explains boat captain Mohammed Elias Abdiqadir. 

He said such foreign fishing boats come from Iran, while 

others in Bosaso accused Yemenis of fishing in Somali waters. "We don’t have a powerful 

government who can stop these illegal fishermen who are creating problems," said 

Abdiqadir. Foreign boats in Somali waters have been a problem for years. Some of them 

operate with no license at all. Others buy 

permits from Somali authorities, though 

at times under questionable 

circumstances. 

Bossaso port, the economic hub of northern 

Somalia, in late March 2018.  
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From protectors to pirates 

A decade ago, Somali fishermen took up arms against the foreign boats, hoping to retake 

their waters from outsiders, but some of the Somali vigilantes then became pirates, hijacking 

commercial vessels plying the waters off the Horn of Africa. At one point, pirate gangs were 

seizing more than 40 vessels per year and holding hundreds of sailors hostage for ransom. 

An international naval effort has mostly stamped out the pirate menace, and Somalia has 

started to build fledgling local navies, including the Puntland Maritime Police Force, which 

patrols the waters off Bosaso. But neither has managed to rid the area of foreign boats. 

Abdiqani says part of the problem is that the foreign vessels are larger and have better 

technology than the local crafts, which are mostly small, fiberglass skiffs. “They fish in the 

deep ocean, and they have long nets and better tools than us," he said. Until the foreign 

boats are completely gone, many experts say the threat of a return of piracy will remain, as 

out-of-work young men seek economic opportunities in criminality. Last year, for instance, 

pirates launched a string of attacks on commercial vessels off Puntland's long coastline. 

Puntland Maritime Police Force on 

patrol off the coast of Bossaso in 

northern Somalia in late March, 

2018. The PMPF has been tasked 

with fighting piracy, illegal fishing, 

and other criminal activity.  

Somalia's fledgling fish industry 

But the challenges for Somalia's fishing industry do not only lie offshore. Fishermen use old 

fishing technology. Bosaso's port needs more modern facilities to prepare fish in a sanitary 

environment to export. And there's yet to be a strong supply chain for exporting Somali fish 

abroad. But a new program by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization hopes 

to give these parts of Somalia's fledgling fishing industry a boost. On the outskirts of Bosaso, 

women have been trained to process fish meat into a dried fish product to be sold in inland 

Somalia. The women, dressed in bright yellow aprons, work on sanitary tables, where they 

butcher fresh fish steaks and slice them into fine strips to dry. Despite attracting flies, the 

bright sun naturally cures and disinfects the flesh. All the fish the women process have been 

caught by local youth, who themselves were trained by the FAO in deep-sea fishing 
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techniques, and given larger, better-equipped boats that can reach the most profitable 

species.  The women receive payment, and also get to take home fresh fish each day to feed 

their families. They also can stay near home to work, instead of searching for employment 

in the center of Bosaso town. 

Women slice fresh fish in thin strips to dry 

for eventual sale as part of a Food and 

Agriculture Organization program to boost 

Somalia's fishing industry, in late March 

2018.  

“This job works for me fine, because my 

home is here," explains Daawo Sheikh 

Mahamoud, who recently started working at the fish processing station. "Before, my kids 

were neglected and neighbors used to care for them for me, but now I can take care of them 

while doing the work in the morning." 

Michael Savins, an Australian fisheries and boatbuilding expert who designed the program, 

says it employs more than 100 people, including fishermen at sea and processors on land. 

He hopes the number will increase to 500 by the end of this year. 

The idea, he explains, is to employ local Somalis throughout the entire value chain, and 

eventually start selling Somali fish internationally. 

"There would be nothing better than the youth from the community catching the fish with 

good handling and good quality and so forth on board, and landing those fish back into their 

community for processing," Savins explained. "Then we'd have a really good benefit, a real 

holistic approach, for each community, self sustained you might say, with capture, 

processing, and marketing." 

While Somalia struggles to take control of its waters, programs like this one could help keep 

Somali youth from going back to piracy. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/somali-fishermen-struggle-to-compete-with-foreign-

vessels/4399707.html 
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Somali refugee makes history as the first Muslim female referee in the UK  

Friday May 18, 2018 - By Jessica Rach  

She’s already set her sights on monitoring Champions League matches 

Jawahir Roble, 24, who moved from 

Somalia to the UK with her family as 

a child, has made history by 

becoming the first female Muslim 

referee in the UK, against all odds 

A young woman has made 

history by becoming the first 

female Muslim referee in the UK. 

Jawahir Roble, 24, known as JJ, 

who moved from Somalia to the 

UK with her family as a child, is currently in her second full season as a Football Association-

registered official.  After starting her IT studies at university, JJ made the decision to dedicate 

herself to becoming a professional referee, after being asked to referee in a local girls' league 

in North West London as a teenager. JJ, who is 5ft4ins tall, said that her presence on the 

pitch was initially met with 'giggles' from some players, and that it took her a while to 

command respect, but that now she couldn't be happier in her role - and hopes to one day 

judge Premiership and Champions League matches. JJ, who said stepping on to the pitch 

gives her a feeling of 'pure happiness', said she's determined to show girls they can 'do 

whatever they want'.  Speaking about the first time she officiated at a match, she said: 

'When I first turned up to the match you could hear some boys just giggling, "No way she is 

the ref? No!" '[But] they can see that I am the ref because I am wearing my full kit.' 'Now, I 

don't know if word of mouth is spreading, I don't even get that anymore, they're like, "Do 

we have linos?", they ask me other appropriate questions, instead of, "Are you the ref?"' 
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Explaining that players have now accepted her, she continued: 'I don't get any grief because 

of my gender. There was one time a guy came up to me and said, "I really like female 

referees, they're good". 'I will take that, that's very nice, but no one has ever said, "Get in 

the kitchen, you don't belong here". I've not heard that yet and I don't want to hear it.' 

However JJ admitted people online have been less kind, explaining: '[They say] stuff like, 

'You're not even following the religion, you're not following the culture.' I don't know, some 

weird stuff. 

JJ moved from Somalia to the UK with her 

family as a child, is currently in her second 

full season as a Football Association-

registered official 

'Of course, football is not in my 

culture, no. But you know, I am here to 

break the stereotypes. Girls can play 

football, girls can do whatever they 

want.'Explaining that she believes being a Muslim, a woman and a referee 

aren't  contradictory to one another, she questioned: 'Who said girls can't be a referee and 

be a Muslim?' 

Her journey hasn't been easy, and Jawahir, 

known as 'JJ', has had to battle to break 

stereotypical attitudes both from footballers 

and her community 

'My religion, it is part of me, and I love it,' JJ 

said. 'It is just being a good person, being 

modest and doing what makes you happy and I think I am doing all of that, but when people 

start mixing culture with religion, that's when it gets confusing because some cultures are 

super strict, and people mistake it for religion.'According to Islamic law a woman and man 

shouldn't touch each other so JJ wears gloves to shake hands with the footballers, however 

she is keen to move the conversation on from what Muslim women, and women in general, 

can't do in football, to what they can. She said: 'I want to encourage more girls and people 

and youth in general to actually take part in football, take part in any sport and follow their 
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dream and passion and I don't think they should be stopped because of a certain thing. I 

think we need to move away from that.' 

She couldn't be happier in her role and 

hopes to one day judge the Premiere 

and Champions League 

Having always loved football, JJ 

made the decision to pursue 

refereeing more seriously after 

studying for coaching badges as a 

teenager. A local girl's league was 

short of match officials and JJ 

stepped in, eventually going on to do a refereeing course. 'I asked to volunteer for a girls 

league, called Capital Girls League, and they were short of referees... and I haven't looked 

back. 'The support I received - all the positive feedback from parents and players - that kind 

of helped and pushed me towards the course.' And speaking about where her love of football 

stemmed from, JJ remembered how she would play among the rubble of the war-ravaged 

Mogadishu streets. Explaining how the dangers of war were an every day normality to her, 

she said: 'In Somalia there was war and random attacks every day. I remember going to 

school, coming home and chilling with my siblings and playing [football] around on the 

street. 

'We would just meet up and make some goals and play until the sun goes down and rush 

home: 'Mum, we're back don't worry!' 'You had to be home before the sun goes down, while 

it was still light.' Eventually JJ's parents decided to move their family to the UK, with JJ 

adding: 'Literally no one was safe so the only choice was to leave, get on the next bus or 

coach, whatever and disappear. 'I remember being at Heathrow airport, that was so sick, 

literally. Our family walked out of those automatic doors and literally the first thing we did 

was [go] to some chicken and chip shop. 'It was such a night, I will not forget.' As well as 

refereeing the weekend amateur hackarounds, JJ referees for London and Middlesex county 

FAs. 
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Currently at level seven, but aiming for a double promotion to level five, JJ's mentor Alan 

Hill, a referee coach, believes his mentee has the potential to go all the way to level one. He 

said: 'JJ is willing to learn. She has got the personality and she can communicate.'She has 

that ambition. Now I can out her on the first steps of the ladder and it's down to her 

commitment if she wants to do it. She is a good referee.' 

JJ added: 'In ten years' time I would like to see myself as a professional referee, refereeing 

in top leagues: Premier League, Champions league: there is [sic] no limits, I want to go all 

the way to the top.' 'Referees have the best seat in literally any game. They're in the centre, 

you get to see everything that is happening, we're in the best seat, and refereeing is so 

amazing. You get to make decision on important things. 'As soon as I step onto any pitch and 

I'm refereeing, it's just pure happiness.'  

JJ's story will feature in The History of Football global TV event, airing on History (excluding 

USA, Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand), from May 28th-10th 

June 2018. 

'In ten years' time I would like to see 

myself as a professional referee, 

refereeing in top leagues: Premier 

League, Champions league: there is 

[sic] no limits, I want to go all the way 

to the top' 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158153/somali_refugee_makes_history_as_t

he_first_muslim_female_referee_in_the_uk.aspx 
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How to tame Somalia's political conflicts?  

By Mohamed Ahmed Afrah - Friday May 18, 2018 - This article attempts to answer what 

seems to be an old age question; How to tame Somalia's political conflicts? By exploring two 

themes. 1- Establishing constitutional order. 2- Ending the disastrous 4.5 system? But first a 

brief background on the recent political conflict and small tribute to one of its victims. 

The latest episode of Somalia’s long running show of political conflict has luckily come to an 

end with the resignation of Speaker Jawari who on the course though forced by extreme 

political pressure from the administration set an exemplary precedent to follow for the so 

called politicians in Somalia by forsaking his personal interest to the good of Somalia’s 

national interest. 

The genesis of the latest political conflict had its roots in a struggle for power between two 

colossal political figures in Somalia (Jawari vs. Kheyre) one is the head of government 

business and the other was speaker of Parliament a showdown which seemed to suggest a 

conflict between two branches of government (Executive vs. Legislature) although the 

deafening silence from key political figures in the executive branch namely the president 

who broke his silence late afterwards in order to avert a possible political disaster to only 

call for the resignation of Speaker Jawari and the active participation of senior government 

ministers in the process of the motion of no confidence against Speaker Jawari gave 

credence to this notion. 

The recent political conflict in Somalia resembles somewhat like a movie to be exact a role 

reversal, previous political squabbles usually involved members of the executive branch 

(President vs. Prime minister) with the chambers of Parliament acting as venue in which the 

fate of either was decided usually the destiny of the prime minister.  

Various accounts suggest the now defunct impeachment motion against former speaker 

Jawari started last October by section of MPs who became dissatisfied about the make-up 

EUTM - SOMALIA 21/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 59



 

 

of various parliamentary committees, gained a bit of momentum during the recent recess of 

Parliament and was blown out proportion by the recent political conflict between speaker 

Jawari and Prime Minister Kheyre.  

Speaker Jawari has managed to achieve longevity In Somalia's politics a rare feat considering 

the high turnover rate in Somalia's politics a testament to his incredible qualities considered 

by many as one of the best legal minds Somalia has to offer today, serving his second term 

as speaker (now former) of Parliament Mr. Jawari has earned plaudits, respect and 

admiration for his work just as he received all this worthy recognition he has also managed 

to create enemies along the way, accused of aiding and abetting the previous 

administration's unlawful and unconstitutional removal of prime ministers one casing 

example being prime minister Shirdon who was denied the right to be heard and defend 

himself by speaker Jawari, in what looks like a reversal of fortune speaker Jawari has 

somehow tested the same fate. 

Sadly political conflicts has become a permanent fixture in Somalia’s politics a times pitting 

against members of Somalia’s political establishment such as federal member states against 

the central government, prime minters vs. president, during such incidents attention is 

usually diverted away from important issues such as security to politics and basically 

government activities comes into paralysis, before the next episode of Somalia's show of 

political squabble airs the following are ought to be done in order to tame Somalia's wild 

political conflicts. 

Establishing a constitutional order 

The state of Somalia has been without supreme document that governs it's affairs (people, 

territory and government) for nearly fifty years now, the last constitutional order that 

existed in Somalia only lasted little over or under nine years, the nascent order was abruptly 

ended by the authoritarian government of Siad Barre soon after it came to power through 

illegal military coup, from there onwards things went down the hill impunity, abuse of power 

and gross violation of human rights became order of the day. 

The process of constitution making in Somalia started about fourteen years ago since then 

little realization has been made in finishing the task; various administrations have attempted 
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to push the process forward but got distracted by several issues such as political conflicts, 

their combined effort has only managed to achieve a meager status for the constitution 

(provisional), today the process is in total disarray and this largely due to the political 

frictions between the minister for constitutional affairs and MPs tasked overseeing the 

process. 

Most political conflicts in Somalia centers around power which is unfortunately not clearly 

defined in the current provisional constitution of Somalia, specifically the distribution and 

separation of power among different levels of government, regional (federal state) and 

central government, greedy politicians have taken advantage over the vagueness and lack 

specificity of the constitution by advancing their personal political ambitions in the process 

impeding the creation of constitutional order in Somalia, since their selfish interest are 

realized in the current order of confusion. 

The best lesson that could be drawn from the recent political conflict in Somalia is that total 

separation of power between the executive and legislature constitutionally is Paramount, 

currently members of Parliament (MPs) can serve as cabinet ministers, going forward they 

should be constitutionally barred from doing so in order MPs concentrate on their legislative 

responsibility and in the process avoid being at the center of political conflict, the recent 

political turmoil in Somalia which culminated in the resignation of speaker Jawari exactly 

showcased why this is so essential, key proponents of the motion were MPs serving as 

cabinet ministers, many alleging their cabinet position was under threat in case they did not 

endorse the motion. 

Constitutionally raising the threshold for motion would be a game changer in Somalia's 

politics, currently motion legislation by Somalia's Parliament has become a business tool 

which holds administrations hostage for ransom which in the process risk derailing efforts 

of stabilizing the country betraying the original essence which is being an accountability tool 

which holds government transgressions into account, political agitators flagrantly disregard 

the current provisional constitution with many attributing this to the legitimacy deficit of 

constitution (lacks the backing of the general population), nevertheless motion legislation 

must constitutionally be raised to meet three critical benchmarks; 1- abuse of power 2-

incompetency 3- National interest. 
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The best way to safeguard any constitutional order is to have an independent judiciary, 

today Somalia lacks a fully functioning judiciary system making it the only arm of government 

which is not in operation, the primary responsibility of the judiciary organ of government is 

interpret and apply the law, establishing a robust justice system can provide a venue in which 

political conflicts can be solved for instance constitutional courts can interpret contentious 

sections of the constitution and also determine the legality of some of these baseless 

motions. 

Ending the disastrous 4.5 system 

Clan based politics has been the order on which Somalia's political system has been based 

on for the past two decades only resulting more polarization among different clans and 

exacerbating political conflicts, this was deliberately crafted by greedy politicians in order to 

maintain clan supremacy and basically discriminate other so called lesser clans, fortunately 

this disastrous idea has been a failure from the get-go. 

Tribal based politics has provided a loophole to political agitators to take advantage of 

unfortunately the king makers in Somali politics are not the people rather clan elders who 

are usually out touch with real people, so to influence politicians negative political forces 

lobby and buy loyalty of clan elders who have some degree of control over average Somali 

politicians who are not backed by foreign actors, hence their bought support is used to fuel 

or start political conflicts. 

The current political order (clan based) enables political conflicts to take place this largely 

due to the fact that clan interest supersedes the national interest, negative political actors 

have understood this naked truth and used to their benefit by satisfying the interest of clans 

and in return execute their devilish political strategy even if it’s at expense of the country. 

The disastrous system has also given a platform to people with tainted history who are 

notoriously known for all sorts of negative things (war criminals and human right abusers), 

unfortunately in the eyes of their clans they considered heroes and to the rest they are 

criminals, no wonder then why Somalia experiences constant political conflicts because 

members of the political establishment use to be involved in actual deadly political conflicts 

in which innocent lives were lost, luckily in the recent political squabbles they have not been 

EUTM - SOMALIA 21/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 62



 

 

as deadly but have been consequential, a practical solution would be the deconstruction of 

tribe or clan from Somalia's politics all together. 

Somalia faces myriad of challenges such as diminishing sovereignty, transgressions on its 

territorial integrity & political independence from foreign actors, extremism from Al Shabab, 

emergence of negative political force and sluggish economy, the last thing the country needs 

is unnecessary manufactured political crisis that seriously threatens to derail little strides 

that has been made over the years, time has come for Somalia's political establishment to 

show a sense of political maturity. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/may/158147/how_to_tame_somalia_s_political_conflicts.aspx 
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Uncertainty strains Ethiopian refugees in a Kenya camp  

Sunday May 20, 2018 

By Sora Halake, Dawit Gelmo  

Machi, an Ethiopian refugee in 

Kenya's Dambala Fachana camp, 

carries her youngest sister, Lelo. 

They came to the camp with their 

family in March. (D. Gelmo/VOA)  

NAIROBI, KENYA — Two 

months ago, Kote Adi fled 

Moyale, Ethiopia, after 

government soldiers there opened fire on civilians, killing at least nine. Kote and his pregnant 

wife found shelter in a tent in northeastern Kenya’s Dambala Fachana refugee camp, but 

weeks of heavy rain have displaced them again. “Our plastic shelters were flooded with 

water,” said Kote Adi, who is settling into a new tent site on higher ground. Hardship and 

uncertainty haunt him and thousands of others who’ve left Moyale, a market town 

straddling the border between Ethiopia and Kenya, and its surroundings in Ethiopia’s Oromia 

region for safety in Kenya. Some are staying with relatives and friends, or in makeshift camps 

scattered across the normally arid Marsabit County. 

Temporary security  

Roughly 3,350 of them, including Kote Adi, have found at least temporary security by 

registering with the United Nations as refugees at Dambala Fachana. Lacking most of their 

belongings and normal routines, vulnerable to food shortages and illness, they have no idea 

when they might be able to safely go home. 
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Political and ethnic rifts keep them away. Ethiopia’s government blamed the March 10 

civilian deaths on faulty intelligence, saying soldiers had been deployed to subdue militants 

from the nationalist Oromo Liberation Front. The Oromia region has been a hotbed of 

unrest, with ethnic Oromos long complaining of underrepresentation in government and 

lack of economic opportunities. Nearly three years of their mass anti-government protests 

led Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn to step down in mid-February. With Oromia native 

Abdiya Ahmed Ali’s April 2 installation as prime minister, some of the displaced ethnic 

Oromos made their way home to Moyale. Some discovered their dwellings had been looted. 

“When I went back, the door was broken. … None of my stuff was there,” Abdiya Gelma told 

VOA in a phone interview, ticking off missing items including her bed, kitchen utensils and a 

rug. Now she and her child are staying with relatives. 

Military presence  

Returnees also found an intensified military presence, Abdiya Gelma and several others told 

VOA. She said she saw security troops beating a youth who displayed the Oromo Liberation 

Front’s red-and-green flag. Moyale remains tense after more rounds of violence. A grenade 

exploded at a bus station April 17, killing at least three people. Gunfire broke out May 6 

between Oromo and Garre ethnic groups, provoked by the Ethiopian Somali Region’s 

paramilitary force firing on a local police station, a resident told the Addis Standard. That 

regional force is part of the federal Command Post that has implemented a national state of 

emergency since then-prime minister Desalegn’s resignation Feb. 15.The border town “is so 

volatile. Our neighbors who went back to Moyale are coming back again” to Dambala 

Fachana, refugee Kote Adi told VOA. Plastic tents sprout on bare ground at Dambala 

Fachana, intended as a 

temporary refugee camp in 

northern Kenya. With recent 

heavy rains, some refugees 

have been moved to higher 

ground. (D. Gelmo/VOA)  

Staying put for now 

He and Nagelle Kote are staying put in the camp for now, Kote Adi said. 
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Nagelle is his second wife; his other wife and their seven children, along with his mother, 

remain in Yabelo, an Ethiopian city about 210 kilometers northwest of Moyale. “I wasn’t able 

to contact my family there because of road closures and [poor] phone connections,” Kote 

Adi said, adding that he and Nagelle escaped Moyale on foot. Now he and Nagelle have an 

infant daughter, Tiya. She’s among at least 20 newborns in the camp, her father said. More 

than 600 pregnant women were among the 9,700 asylum seekers arriving in northern Kenya 

from Ethiopia’s Oromia region, the U.N. Refugee Agency reported in mid-March. Kote Adi 

operated a cattle-trading business just outside Moyale; now he has become a day laborer. 

He earns 100 shillings a day, but spends up to 60 shillings on the round-trip travel to a 

construction site two hours away. “It is the only way I can help my wife,” Kote Adi said, 

explaining that the extra money goes toward supplementing the rice, maize, sugar and milk 

rations provided by aid organizations such as the UN, its World Food Program and the Kenya 

Red Cross. 

Heavy rains, flooding, mosquitoes 

Conditions have become more challenging with recent heavy rains, which give rise to 

flooding, more mosquitoes and higher risks of malaria and water-borne ailments. “The area 

we live in is [near] a forest infested with mosquitoes, where you hear lions roaring all night,” 

Kote Adi said. Ethiopian asylum seekers' tents are seen at the Somare refugee camp on the 

Ethiopian-Kenyan border near 

the town of Moyale, Kenya, 

March 27, 2018. He estimated 

his was among 31 households 

affected by flooding. Yvonne 

Ndege, a U.N. Refugee Agency 

spokeswoman, did not give 

VOA a number but said in an 

email that heavy rains affected “few refugee families” among the nearly 1,400 households 

registered with the camp. All were transferred to higher ground. Ndege added that relief 

workers were taking “precautionary measures to improve sanitation and hygiene.” 

Emergency funds have been “diverted from other refugee operations in Kenya” home to 

Dadaab and its five camps, another UNHCR spokeswoman, Rose Ogola, said an email to VOA. 
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She said U.N. agencies, along with NGOs, were assessing humanitarian needs, developing a 

budget and would seek donations. These would support an estimated 5,000 asylum seekers 

at Dambala Fachana and also the Somare camp near Moyale for six months. 

Other helping hands 

Meanwhile, local volunteers such as Abdiya Golicha, a Marsabit County resident, are trying 

to assist the displaced in and around Dambala Fachana. She has repeatedly visited the camp 

with donations. At first, “the kids didn’t even have shoes or clothing. We bought these for 

them,” Abdiya Golicha told VOA. She said local residents provided food and other basics until 

aid agencies could get set up. Volunteers also helped erect the plastic tents that shelter the 

displaced. “We received them respectfully, because we are one people,” Abdiya Golicha 

said. “We speak the same language, although we’re divided by a [national] border.” 

Abdiya Golicha, wearing 

pink, lives in northern 

Kenya's Marsabit County 

and volunteers to help 

Ethiopian refugees at the 

Dambala Fachana camp. (D. 

Gelmo/VOA)  

VOA Horn of Africa Service’s 

Dawit Gelmo reported from 

Nairobi and from the Dambala Fachana refugee camp, with Sora Halake and Tigist Geme contributing 

from Washington. VOA Swahili Service’s Hubbah Abdi also contributed to this report. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158185/uncertainty_strains_ethiopian_refugees_in_a_ken

ya_camp.aspx 
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Somali community leaders respond to Fox 9 daycare fraud report  

Saturday May 19, 2018 By: Jeff Baillon - ST. PAUL, Minn. (KMSP) - Leaders in Minnesota's Somali 

business community are responding to questions about suitcases of cash leaving on flights out of 

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. The community members gathered Friday morning to call 

out Minnesota politicians for bills that could impact how Somali immigrants send money to their 

families abroad.  This all stems from Fox 9’s report of massive fraud in the state's daycare subsidy 

program for low-income families. Multiple government sources believe as much as a $100 million of 

taxpayer money is being ripped off. They have tracked some of the money going overseas. Sources 

told Fox 9 suitcases stuffed with as much as a $1 million in cash are leaving on flights from MSP on a 

regular basis. It's all legal, as long as the courier fills out government forms. Immigrant communities 

use these types of money transfers in order to help support relatives in countries with no official 

banking system. What got the attention of state and federal investigators was the increasing volume 

of cash leaving MSP: $14 million in 2015, $84 million in 2016, and more than $100 million last year. 

They believe some of that increase is coming from rampant fraud in the state's childcare assistance 

program. Ten, mostly Somali-owned daycares, are currently under investigation. But some 

community leaders say there's another reason for the increase in carry-on cash. "The fact is the 

Muslim community in Minnesota is growing in wealth, they're growing in size, and that's an easy way 

to explain that story," said Jaylani Hussein, the executive director of CAIR-Minnesota. According to 

multiple government sources, some of the money transfers are going to parts of the Middle East 

where terrorist groups are active. These sources believe as the money passes through, some is being 

skimmed off by those organizations. The owner of a Minnesota money transfer business 

acknowledges this method of sending funds can be risky. "We don't want them,” said Abdiaziz Sugule 

of the Somali American Money Services Association. “It’s dangerous for us, it’s risky, but we don't 

have other solution to do this." After 9/11, rules changed making it harder to wire money to places 

like Somalia. Local Somali leaders say they want to work with lawmakers to find a better solution 

than carry-on cash, but right now, it’s one of their only options. 

https://hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158166/somali_community_leaders_respond_to_f

ox_9_daycare_fraud_report.aspx 
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African nations vow to recover stolen assets  

May 20, 2018  

Former British prime minister David Cameron 

two years ago was caught talking about an 

anti-corruption summit and calling Nigeria 

“fantastically corrupt”. 

But meanwhile his country ranks among the 

top destinations for stolen assets from African countries. 

Nigeria and ex-British colonies in Africa hope to change that by working together to 

repatriate billions of dollars in offshore accounts from London and beyond. 

At a regional conference held this week in the Nigerian capital of Abuja, the heads of anti-

corruption agencies from around Africa met to discuss strategies to overcome bottlenecks 

in the recovery of stolen assets. 

“Concerned about the heavy losses that Africa suffers as a result of illegal transfers of 

proceeds of corruption and crime out of Africa,” the anti-corruption representatives vowed 

on Friday to “strengthen cooperation and partnership in the tracing, recovery and return of 

assets”. 

They further pledged in a joint statement to encourage African countries to commit to 

greater corporate transparency and called for investment in anti-corruption agencies to 

“trace, recover and return assets.” 

 ‘Fight this tsunami’  
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Commonwealth Secretary General Patricia Scotland said Africa is losing tens of billions of 

dollars annually to corruption, urging the anti-graft tsars to lead the “fight against this 

tsunami”. 

“We all know that the difference between the money we need to deliver the hopes and 

aspirations (of our people)…. and the money we have, is the sum equivalent to that which is 

egregiously siphoned off by corrupt practices,” Scotland said. 

Nigeria, the continent’s largest oil producer, is ranked among the most corrupt countries in 

the world by anti-graft group Transparency International. 

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari has promised to continue his war against corruption 

as part of his 2019 re-election campaign. 

Buhari’s anti-graft chief Ibrahim Magu claimed earlier this year that his agency has recovered 

over 500 billion naira ($1.3 billion) in illicit funds. 

But the government’s fight against corruption has been accused of being politically 

motivated. 

‘Mafia of leaders’  

Commonwealth adviser Roger Koranteng told AFP that leaders at the summit want a 

regional approach to recovery of stolen assets. 

“There is strength in unity. If you go as a single country, you will have a problem because the 

countries outside the African countries are together,” he said. 

Sustaining the momentum however may be difficult. Ghana’s independent prosecutor 

Martin Amidu said the will to tackle graft comes in ebbs and flows on the continent. 

“For me, for the past decades, Africa has had a mafia of leaders who speak of corruption as 

if they are against it but internally didn’t attempt to fight it,” Amidu said. 

Still, countries stand to gain huge amounts of money should they streamline asset recovery. 
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Nigeria announced in April it recieved over 300 million dollars from Switzerland as part of 

money seized from the family of ex-dictator Sani Abacha, who ruled the country from 1993 

until 1998. 

Buhari said the money will be spent on a welfare scheme targeting the “poorest of 

Nigerians”, in a country where poverty is widespread and unemployment is rampant. 

Yet it is difficult to trace how the repatriated money is being spent, with some critics voicing 

concerns that stolen money gets repatriated to Nigeria only to be looted again. 

“There is a need for robust oversight mechanisms as well as continuous monitoring of the 

use of recovered assets to ensure that they are used properly and efficiently for 

development outcomes and poverty alleviation,” said Marie Chene of Transparency 

International in a 2017 report. 

– ‘Global effort’ – 

Greater global attention on the issue is helping reforms, say anti-corruption activists. 

“It took the publication of the Panama Papers to expose many government officials with 

offshore accounts,” said Debo Adeniran of the Coalition Against Corrupt Leaders lobby 

group. 

“The decision to sign mutual legal assistance with several countries is helping the (Nigerian) 

government in its loot recovery efforts,” Adeniran said. 

In January, Nigeria signed a deal with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on asset recovery. 

Buhari’s anti-corruption sweep and banking reforms are acting as a deterrent, Adeniran 

added. 

“When you steal and cannot keep the money in the banks, you will stop stealing,” he said. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/african-nations-vow-to-recover-stolen-assets/ 
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1,000 Ethiopians in Saudi prisons to be freed: PM  

Sunday May 20, 2018 

Ethiopia's Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed  

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed on Saturday 

said he had secured the release of 1,000 

Ethiopians from Saudi prisons. He broke 

the news on his return from the 

Kingdom. 

An hour after the prime minister’s plane landed at the Addis Ababa airport, an aircraft 

carrying 690 prisoners aboard arrived. Abiy addressed a huge gathering at the Millennium 

Hall in the capital heralding the good news. “We demanded the release of our citizens and 

the Crown Prince [Mohammed bin Salman] responded positively,” Abiy said, hailing the 

diplomatic victory his delegation achieved during his two-day visit to the country. He added 

that he had also sought the release of Ethiopian-born Saudi tycoon Mohammed Hussein al-

Amoudi, who has built a huge business empire in Ethiopia employing close to 70,000 people. 

Al-Amoudi was among the hundreds of Saudi princes and tycoons incarcerated following Bin 

Salman’s anti-corruption and embezzlement drive. Regarding al-Amoudi, the prime minister 

said: “The crown prince and I reached total agreement …and I am confident that he would 

be released soon.” Abiy described his visit to the Kingdom as “hugely successful”. 

The remaining Ethiopians released from Jeddah and Jizan prisons are expected to arrive in 

Addis Ababa in the coming days. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158180/1_000_ethiopians_in_saudi_prisons_to_

be_freed_pm.aspx 
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Coalition led by anti-U.S. cleric wins Iraq election  

Sunday May 20, 2018 

Boys sit next a poster of Sadr in the Sadr City 

district of Baghdad on Saturday. (Thaier al-

Sudani/Reuters)  

A political bloc led by populist Shia cleric 

Muqtada al-Sadr, a long-time adversary of the United States who also opposes Iranian 

influence in Iraq, has won the country's parliamentary election, the electoral commission 

said on Saturday. Sadr himself cannot become prime minister because he did not run in the 

election, though his bloc's victory puts him in a position to have a strong say in negotiations. 

His Sairoon electoral list captured 54 parliamentary seats. The Victory Alliance, headed by 

incumbent Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, trailed in third place with 42 seats, behind the 

Al-Fatih bloc, which won 47 seats. Al-Fatih is led by Hadi al-Amiri, who has close ties with 

Iran and heads an umbrella group of paramilitaries that played a key role in defeating ISIS. 

The results were announced a week after Iraqis voted in a nationwide election, which 

produced surprising results amid a historically 

low turnout. 

Leader of the Al-Fatih bloc Hadi al-Amiri shows his 

ink-stained finger after casting his vote in Baghdad 

last Saturday. (Ahmed Jadallah/Reuters)  

The nationalist cleric's success could be a 

setback for Iran, which has steadily increased its influence in Iraq — its most important ally 

in the Middle East — since a U.S.-led invasion toppled Saddam Hussein in 2003. Sadr was 

able to capitalize on growing resentment over Tehran-backed governments who have failed 

to improve basic services and build hospitals and schools in a country devastated by the war 

against the Islamic State in Syria and Iraq (ISIS) and by sectarian bloodshed. It was a 

remarkable comeback for Sadr, who for years had been sidelined by Iranian-backed rivals 
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and was regarded by U.S. and Iraqi officials as an unpredictable maverick. He reached out to 

dispossessed Shias and marginalized Sunnis, and restored links with Sunni neighbours while 

keeping Iran at bay. 

Iraq Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi speaks to 

reporters after casting his ballot in the country's 

parliamentary elections in Baghdad on Saturday. 

His party came in third place. (Associated Press)  

Sadr became a symbol of resistance to 

foreign occupation when he led two violent 

uprisings against U.S. troops, prompting the Pentagon to call his Mehdi army militia the 

biggest threat to Iraq's security. He derives much of his authority from his family. Sadr is the 

son of the revered Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Sadeq al-Sadr, who was killed for defying 

Saddam Hussein. In his Baghdad stronghold of Sadr city, where posters of his father could 

be seen, people expressed concern that Sadr would be out-manoeuvred in what are 

expected to be long, tough talks on forming a government. "New lists and candidates have 

won. But they are unable to form a government because the previous politicians are foxes 

and I believe that they aim to form big alliances in order to isolate the new blocs," said one 

resident, Muied Hatim. 

Iraqi Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr speaks during 

a news conference in Najaf, Iraq, on Thursday. 

(Alaa al-Marjani/Reuters)  

In the 2010 election, Vice-President Ayad 

Allawi's group won the largest number of seats, albeit with a narrow margin, but he was 

prevented from becoming prime minister. He blamed Tehran, which  manoeuvred Nuri al-

Maliki into power. Winning the largest number of seats does not automatically guarantee 

that Sadr will be able to hand-pick a prime minister. Parties will have to align themselves to 

try and form a bloc large enough for the parliamentary majority necessary to nominate a 

candidate. The government should be formed within 90 days of the official results. "Your 

vote is an honour for us," Sadr tweeted moments after the official results were announced 

in the early hours of Saturday. "We will not disappoint you." The election dealt a blow to 

Abadi, but he could still emerge as a compromise candidate palatable to all sides because 
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he has managed the competing interests of the United States and Iran — unwitting allies in 

the war against ISIS — during his term in office. Amiri is regarded as one of the most powerful 

figures in Iraq. He spent two decades fighting Saddam Hussein from Iran. 

Rebuke 

The victory was a surprising change of fortunes for Sadr. His bloc's performance represented 

a rebuke to a political elite that some voters blame for widespread corruption and 

dysfunctional governance. It was also bolstered by a historically low turnout across the 

country, estimated earlier in the week at 44.5 per cent. Sadr maintains a loyal base of 

supporters who turned up to the polls amid widespread national apathy. Sadr's unlikely 

alliance with communists and secular Iraqis says it fiercely opposes any foreign interference 

in Iraq, which is strongly backed by both Tehran and Washington. It has promised to help 

the poor and build schools and hospitals in Iraq, which was battered in the war to defeat ISIS 

and has suffered from low oil prices. Before the election, Iran publicly stated it would not 

allow Sadr's bloc to govern in Iraq, with which it shares a border. Iranian Major General 

Qassem Soleimani, commander of foreign operations for Iran's elite Revolutionary Guards 

and a highly influential figure in Iraq, has been holding talks with politicians in Baghdad to 

promote the formation of a new cabinet which would have Iran's approval. Last year, Sadr 

travelled to Iran's regional arch-rival Saudi Arabia and met Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman. Shia Muslim Iran has been locked in a regional power struggle with Sunni Muslim 

Saudi Arabia, which has been tentatively seeking to increase its involvement in Iraq. Earlier 

on Saturday, Sadr met a group of ambassadors from neighbouring countries, including Saudi 

Arabia. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158179/coalition_led_by_anti_u_s_cleric_wins_

iraq_election.aspx 
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