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Somalia's delegation for the ILO raises eyebrows  

Monday May 21, 2018 

104th Session of the International 

Labour Conference, 1- 13 June 

2015 

Mogadishu (HOL) – Somalia’s 

choice of delegates for the 

upcoming International Labour 

Conference (ILO) have raised some 

eyebrows. The selective process that excluded legitimate representatives from Somalia’s 

labour unions and included just one federal member state has led many to question who is 

attending and in what capacity. 

The 107th International Labour Conference is scheduled to begin at the end of the month. 

The conference held in Geneva every June brings together delegates from 187 member 

states to craft conventions and recommendations that aim to protect the interests of 

workers around the world. The annual event is held by the International Labour Organization 

(ILO), a United Nations agency. 

As expressed by the ILO agency each member states sends four representatives to the 

conference: two government delegates and a single delegate for each of employers and 

workers. All of them have equal individual voting rights at the conference. The employer and 

worker delegates are chosen in agreement with the "most representative" national 

organizations of employers and workers.  

A leaked document from the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and signed by 

Minister Salah Ahmed Jama was seen by Hiiraan Online. The document contains the names 

of Somalia’s tripartite delegation. The government delegation includes Mr. Abdirahman 
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Ahmed Abdulle who is Puntland’s Minister of Labour who is listed as an advisor and 

substitute delegate. No other federal member state is included in the government 

delegation. 

There are concerns that some of the advisors included in the worker’s delegation have no 

experience in any labour union. 

A well-placed source in the government who has viewed the leaked delegation list expressed 

his dismay at the inclusion of some of the delegates who, in his opinion have never been 

active members in a trade union in Somalia. He insinuated that corruption may have played 

a hand in some of the ‘unqualified advisors’ making it on to the delegation list.” 

Representatives from other federal member states have also question in private how only 

Puntland came to be apart of the delegation. 

There are 15 people included in Somalia’s tripartite delegation. Just two of them, are 

representing Somalia’s employers. Seven are representing the government and the 

remaining six will be the voice of the workers. The only female in the entire delegation is Ms. 

Fadumo Abdullahi Mohamud, Somalia’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to 

the United Nations Office at Geneva who is a government delegate. 

Somalia has no voting rights at ILO and therefore cannot effectively participate in the ILO 

deliberations. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158198/somalia_s_delegation_for_the_ilc_rai

ses_eyebrows.aspx 
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Somaliland President Meets with US Ambassador Martin Dale 

May 21, 2018  

Somaliland President Muse Bihi 

Abdi Handshakes with United 

States Ambassador to Somalia 

Amb. Martin Dale 

Horndiplomat-Somaliland 

president Muse Bihi Abdi 

receives United States 

Ambassador to Somalia Amb. Martin Dale at Presidential Palace. 

The meeting discussed issues related to democracy, security economics and Aid as well as 

the strengthened relationship between Somaliland and United States of America. 

The President accompanied by the meeting, Vice President of Somaliland, Abdirahman 

Abdillahi Ismail (Saylici) and Somaliland Foreign Minister, Dr Sacad Ali Shire. 

Somaliland declared its independence nearly three decades ago from Somalia, but despite 

having its own currency, parliament, military and legal system The territory has been 

experiencing stability and economic prosperity and has been influential in the fight against 

piracy and terrorism in the Horn of Africa. 

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/05/21/somaliland-president-meets-with-us-

ambassador-martin-dale/ 
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Turkey's TIKA helps flood victims in Somalia 

Turkish aid agency gives 40 tons of basic foodstuff to people affected by heavy floods in 

towns near Shebelle River 

21.05.2018 By Nazli Yuzbasioglu 

and Davit Kachkachishvili 

ANKARA, Turkey / TBILISI, 

Georgia 

Turkey’s state aid agency 

distributed 40 tons of basic foodstuff to 1,000 flood victim families in Somalia. The Turkish 

Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA) said in a written statement the agency and the 

Turkish Red Crescent helped people affected by the flood which had been caused by 

monsoon rains in the towns near Shebelle River. The statement also said around 200,000 

people living in Beledweyne town and near residential areas, which is 360 kilometers (223 

miles) away from capital Mogadishu, were forced to leave their homes due to heavy floods. 

Turkey's Ambassador to Somalia Olgan Bekar, TIKA's Mogadishu Program Coordinator Galip 

Yilmaz and Turkish Red Crescent’s Somali delegation members distributed the foodstuff, 

which included rice, sugar, flour, oil, pasta and milk powder via helicopter to inaccessible 

areas, the statement said. Hirshabelle Federal Region President Mohamed Ware said: “Turks 

have shown once again that they are our true brothers”. At least 427,000 people have been 

affected by flooding due to heavy rains across Somalia in April, according to the Norwegian 

Refugee Council (NRC). Separately, TIKA handed over technical equipment to the Georgian 

Green Crescent Community for its new office in Tbilisi. Speaking at the handing over 

ceremony, the community's Honorary President Musa Haciyev said: “Our community was 

founded as being inspired by the Turkish Green Crescent, which has a 100-year experience.” 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/turkeys-tika-helps-flood-victims-in-somalia/1152847  
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UK outlines new humanitarian support and urges international community to 

save lives before it's too late  

Priti Patel announces new packages of UK aid for South Sudan and Somalia and calls on 

others to step up as well.  

22 February 2017  

From: Department for International Development and The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP  

A mother and her malnourished child at a 

hospital in Juba, South Sudan.  

The International Development Secretary 

Priti Patel has today announced new 

packages of life-saving UK aid for South 

Sudan and Somalia and issued a call to 

action to the international community to 

step up their support before it is too late. Before this week there has been only one certified 

famine globally since 2000. Parts of South Sudan are now in famine and in 2017 there is a 

credible risk of another three famines in Yemen, North East Nigeria and Somalia. Drought 

and conflict in these countries are pushing families to the brink of starvation and there is 

also no end in sight to the six-year conflict which has ripped Syria apart. As the world faces 

an unprecedented number of humanitarian crises, Priti Patel outlined how the UK will lead 

the world in supporting famine stricken areas. In response to famine warnings in Somalia 

and South Sudan she announced new UK support to provide lifesaving food, water and 

emergency healthcare which will save more than a million lives. This is alongside continued 

life-saving aid to Yemen and North East Nigeria which provided food, medical supplies, water 

and emergency shelter to over two million people in 2016. 

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said: 

EUTM - SOMALIA 22/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 10

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/priti-patel
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/priti-patel


 

 

 The world faces a series of unprecedented humanitarian crises and the real threat of 

famine in four countries. These crises are being driven by conflict and drought and 

we must respond accordingly. Our commitment to UK aid means that when people 

are at risk of dying from drought and disaster, we have the tools and expertise to 

avoid catastrophe. 

 In times of crisis, the world looks to Britain not just for our work on the ground, but 

also for our leadership internationally. While we step up our support for emergency 

food, water and lifesaving care to those in need, our message to the world is clear – 

we must act now to help innocent people who are starving to death. 

In Somalia, more than six million people have no reliable access to food and there are 

360,000 acutely malnourished children. All the signs are pointing to a famine as bad, or 

worse, than the one in 2011 which killed 260,000 people. The UK is acting now to prevent 

this. 

Today’s announcement of new support to Somalia will provide: 

 emergency food to up to one million people 

 life-saving nutritional support to more than 600,000 starving children and pregnant 

and breastfeeding women 

 safe drinking water for one million people 

 emergency healthcare for 1.7 million people 

In South Sudan, famine has now been declared and more than half the population is in 

desperate need. Almost five million face the daily threat of going without enough food and 

water and three million people have been forced from their homes because of ruthless 

violence and widespread rape. The UK is leading the way by providing: 

 Food assistance for over 500,000 people 

 Life-saving nutritional support to more than 27,500 children 

 Safe drinking water for over 300,000 people 

 Emergency health services for over 100,000 people 

 Livelihood support for over 650,000 people 

 Vaccinations for over 200,000 livestock 
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In North East Nigeria, as Boko Haram is pushed out, we are increasing our humanitarian 

support. The UK is providing: 

 food to more than 1 million people 

 treatment to 34,000 children at risk of death from hunger 

 access to clean water and sanitation for more than 135,000 people 

In Yemen, the UK is delivering life-saving aid to the most vulnerable people which included 

supplying food, medical supplies, water and emergency shelter to over one million people 

last year. To stop famine spreading and help support stability in these regions the system 

needs urgent reform. The UK is pushing for a faster, more effective international 

humanitarian system fit for the 21st century, which is firmly in our interests. 

Notes to editors: 

1. The UK is providing £100m in new support in Somalia and another £100m in South 

Sudan for 2017/18. 

2. In addition to South Sudan, Somalia, Yemen and North East Nigeria, the UK is at the 

forefront of the response to the Syria crisis. UK aid is helping millions of civilians 

caught up in the war; supporting Syrian refugees to remain in host countries in the 

region; and is enabling host countries to accommodate them. 

3. The UK has committed £2.3 billion to the Syria Crisis Response between 2012 and 

2020. Since February 2012, across Syria and the region, we have distributed over 21 

million food rations that feed a person for a month, over 6.5 million relief packages, 

over 6.2 million vaccines and provided over 4.8 million medical consultations 

4. We are supporting the governments of Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey to better cope 

with a protracted refugee presence, and enable Syrian refugees to remain in the 

region until they can safely return to Syria. Our programmes are aimed at meeting 

immediate humanitarian need. In addition, we are improving people’s lives by 

helping support children into school to avoid a lost generation, creating job 

opportunities and improving skills. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-outlines-new-humanitarian-support-and-urges-

international-community-to-save-lives-before-its-too-late  
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Somali military says to have killed more than 100 militants of Al-shabaab 

 

May 21, 2018 - Mogadishu-KNN-The Somali military officials in Hiran regions told the media 

that they have launched an operation against Al-shabaab and killed 168 members of the 

militants after hours of battle. 

Commander of Somali military in Hiran region Ahmed Mohamud Taredisho said that SNA 

attacked bases of Al-shabaab in some villages especially Mubah, El ali and other villages in 

the region. 

Al-shabaab has a strong persistence in region, and there important districts where Al-

shabaab controls and some other districts were trapped by Al-shabaab, there is no 

transportation can enter Bulo burde and other districts. 

There is no comment from Al-shabaab about claims from the Somali military officials in Hiran 

region. 

http://radiokulmiye.net/2018/05/21/somali-military-says-to-have-killed-more-than-100-

militants-of-al-shabaab/ 
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Piracy incidents double off coast of East Africa in 2017: study 

NAIROBI, May 21 (Xinhua) — 

The number of piracy incidents 

doubled off the coast of East 

Africa in 2017 compared to 

2016, an international 

maritime body said in its latest 

report released on Monday. 

This indicates that Somali 

criminal networks are still capable of sophisticated attacks, according to the report by One 

Earth Future (OEF)’s Oceans Beyond Piracy program. 

The report calls for new approach to combat maritime threats as the total number of 

piracy/armed robbery attacks against foreign vessels increased to 54 in 2017 compared to 

27 in 2016. 

“Pirate activity in 2017 clearly demonstrates that pirate groups retain their ability to organize 

and implement attacks against ships transiting the region,” said Maisie Pigeon, the report’s 

lead author. 

The organization said the total cost of Somali piracy remains within the historical norm of 

the past three years, noting that there was a 13 percent decrease in the use of privately 

contracted armed security personnel between January 2015 and December 2017.The study 

says crew members of the FV Siraj still remain in captivity after three years of hijack, noting 

that a total of 1,102 seafarers were affected by piracy and armed robbery in the Western 

Indian Ocean region in 2017. 

“Additional threats complicate the maritime security picture in the Western Indian Ocean 

region, including spillover into the maritime space from the political conflict in Yemen,” says 

the report. 
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According to maritime experts, Somali pirates tend to be well armed with automatic 

weapons and rocket propelled grenade (RPG) and sometimes use skiffs launched from 

mother vessels, which may be hijacked fishing vessels or dhows, to conduct attacks far from 

the Somali coast. 

The experts said lack of economic opportunities and the prevalence of illegal fishing are 

pushing more Somalis to turn to piracy – partly as a form of protest and partly because they 

see no other options. 

“There are now a wide range of threats to shipping near the Horn of Africa that have been 

complicated by the conflict and instability in Yemen,” said Phil Belcher, Marine Director of 

Intertanko. 

“We are advising our members to consider a more comprehensive security assessment to 

take into account other threats beyond traditional piracy emanating from the regional 

conflict in Yemen,” Belcher said. 

The report analyzes the human and economic impacts of maritime piracy and robbery at sea 

in the Western Indian Ocean Region, the Gulf of Guinea, Asia, and Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

http://www.somalimedia.co.uk/piracy-incidents-double-off-coast-of-east-africa-in-2017-

study/ 
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Piracy in Somalia costs $1.4bn in 2017 

Six years since the piracy bubble burst in Somalia, the threat is far from subdued according 

to Oceans Beyond Piracy’s assessment. Piracy in East Africa remains considerably more 

expensive than in West Africa, but that could soon change if the trend continues 

21 May 2018 - Criminal networks in Somalia are still capable of sophisticated attacks, as 

spillover threats from the war in Yemen compound West Indian Ocean dangers, OBP reports 

The number of piracy incidents doubled off the coast of East Africa in 2017 compared with 

2016.  

PIRACY in Somalia is the most expensive maritime criminal threat to shipping, despite its 

respite in recent years and the vastly larger human toll incurred by piracy in West Africa. The 

Gulf of Guinea has been plagued by attacks this year, often resulting in the abduction of 

crew. 

Last week, four seafarers were kidnapped off Nigeria, a few weeks after 12 more were 

kidnapped from a general cargo vessel. The number of piracy incidents doubled off the coast 

of East Africa in 2017 compared with 2016, according the annual State of Piracy report by 

One Earth Future’s Oceans Beyond Piracy programme.  

The report found the economic cost of piracy in East Africa during 2017 was $1.4bn 

compared with $804.6m in West Africa. 

Somalia’s waters were rampant with criminal activity in the previous decade with dozens of 

vessel hijackings and kidnapping incidents between 2007 and 2012. However, co-ordinated 

international naval operations and the deployment of private maritime security curbed the 

attacks to the point where vessel hijackings had ceased until 2016. 

Last year there were four vessel hijackings in the West Indian Ocean. 
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Somalia’s $1.4bn bill includes $292m of contracted maritime security. On the other hand, 

$213.7m was spent recruiting coastal state embarked personnel. With the fall of piracy in 

Somalia, international naval activities have slowed down as well; governments spent $199m 

in 2017, down from $228.3m in 2016. Overall, there was a 13% decrease in the use of 

privately contracted armed security personnel between January 2015 and December 2017. 

In 2017, West Africa recorded 97 piracy incidents and 1,726 crew members affected in some 

way, including two crew members killed, compared with 57 incidents in East Africa and 1,102 

affected crew. “There are a wide range of threats to shipping near the Horn of Africa that 

have been complicated by the conflict and instability in Yemen,” says Phil Belcher, marine 

director of Intertanko. “We are advising our members to consider a more comprehensive 

security assessment to take into account other threats beyond traditional piracy emanating 

from the regional conflict in Yemen.” 

The direction that piracy costs are taking in the two regions may be telling; piracy costs in 

Somalia were at the second lowest level since 2010 and dropped $300m from 2016, whereas 

piracy costs in West Africa grew from $719.6m in 2015 to $809.6m this year. OBP found that 

spending on coastal state embarked personnel in West Africa decreased to $213.7m and 

regional spending on law enforcement and naval patrols increased by $13.2 million in 2017 

compared with 2016. The Asia region also remains a significant concern with 17 seafarer 

deaths from piracy and 1,908 affected in some manner during 2017. 

However, OBP noted that kidnap-for-ransom incidents in Asia decreased by 80%, in large 

part due to the effective co-operation by regional law enforcement organisations. There 

were 16 seafarers kidnapped in 2017 compared with 67 during 2016. 

https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1122685/Piracy-in-Somalia-costs-

14bn-in-2017 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 22/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 17

https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1122685/Piracy-in-Somalia-costs-14bn-in-2017
https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1122685/Piracy-in-Somalia-costs-14bn-in-2017
https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1122685/Piracy-in-Somalia-costs-14bn-in-2017
https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1122685/Piracy-in-Somalia-costs-14bn-in-2017


 

 

 

Somalia Takes Border Dispute with Kenya to The Hague 

Mogadishu, May 21 (Prensa Latina) The Somali government insisted today that the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) should solve the controversy with Kenya over a border 

territory of 100.000 square kilometers that is estimated to be rich in oil and gas. 

The debate on the issue lacks ongoing bilateral negotiations, so we will keep the case in the 

hands of that court, added the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ahmed Isse Awad about the 

dispute over the triangular section where are calculated to be large deposits of fuel. 

There are also no formal contacts between the two governments, stated the head of 

Somalia's diplomacy in statements that contradict those made a few days ago by his Kenyan 

counterpart, Monica Juma, in an interview with New Africa Magazine. 

The Kenyan minister then said that her country was exploring all avenues and referred to 'an 

ongoing conversation' about alleged direct negotiations with Somalia on the matter. 

According to Awad's allegations, 'it is better to resolve any dispute between us, without 

involving a third party', in reference to regional mechanisms to resolve disputes such as the 

Intergovernmental Authority on East African Development, but the local foreign minister 

maintained the official criterion on the intervention of The Hague. 

http://www.plenglish.com/index.php?o=rn&id=28448&SEO=somalia-takes-border-

dispute-with-kenya-to-the-hague 
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Safety in Somaliland – Is Somaliland safe to visit? 

I find questions about safety 

to be quite hard to answer as 

they depend not only on the 

facts and figures but also on 

everyone’s experiences, 

approach and tolerance 

levels. Whether Somaliland is 

safe to visit and whether 

Somaliland’s safety is acceptable to you is a very personal decision nobody else can make. 

For example, I have been in many dangerous situations before because of my professional 

career in emerging markets, my time spent working across 25+ countries in Africa and the 

Middle East and my time living in Joburg where neighbours were tied and attacked by armed 

burglars twice in my eighteen months there. It is therefore harder for me to rule out any 

country because of its safety record, although I do draw the line at Mogadishu, Baghdad, 

Sana’a and Kabul at the time of writing. However, most of my friends would not even 

consider going to the majority of the Middle East or Africa because of safety, even to 

countries like Jordan where there have not been any attacks for years. Most people look at 

travel advisories and crime data but even that is not enough to make decisions without 

understanding the local realities of a place. The crime rate and the threat of terrorism are 

two objective measures of safety but they will not tell you how much danger you will really 

be into. The objective safety levels in El Salvador would keep anyone away. The country is 

the murder capital of the world. But when you look at the data you realise that crime 

happens mostly in two cities and among gang groups related to drug trafficking. As a tourist, 

the risk of anything happening to you is limited unless you are in the wrong place at the 

wrong time. So I prefer to lay out the facts about safety in Somaliland and then talk about 

my personal experience so you can decide if you think Somaliland is safe enough for you. 
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Crime levels in Somaliland 

As Somaliland is not a recognised state, there are no statistics about the level of crime, the 

murder rate or even the threat of terrorism. In fact, the Global Peace Index does not include 

Somaliland as data is not available. Instead, global figures for Somalia as a whole are 

commonly used by the media, the international organisations and the potential visitors. 

However, there is a huge difference between Somaliland and Somalia in terms of the political 

situation, stability and safety. For example, I would not consider going to Mogadishu at this 

time, especially after having visited Somaliland, because of the completely unpredictable 

security situation, the active Al-Shabab operations and the lawlessness of the place. Over 

450 people were killed in terrorist attacks in Somalia in 2017 alone. The deadliest attack ever 

in Somalia took place in November 2017 and killed 300 people. In Somaliland, the last 

terrorist attack was in 2008 and the government has managed to keep the country largely 

safe since then. However, the risk remains and all major foreign offices and services warn 

international travelers against bringing down their defenses. Why is Somaliland significantly 

safer than Somalia? Because of its autonomy and independence from Mogadishu. Somalia 

has not had a government one can speak of since the civil war started in 1991 whereas 

Somaliland took this opportunity to create its own government, parliament and rule of law, 

quite successfully for a country that is not recognised and has no monetary tools, budget or 

international aid. The last parliamentary elections in Somaliland took place in November 

2017 and were considered by international watchers as largely democratic and peaceful. 

People have organised themselves to provide order and peace and migrants are returning 

to help rebuild the nation while they await for international recognition. However, 

Somaliland is not entirely free of crime risk. The dangers are mostly related to armed militia 

groups, kidnappings and terrorism. Petty crime is low and you should not be worried about 

pickpockets, especially if you have your own police escort (see next section). Terrorism levels 

and the risk of kidnapping are high in Somalia but low in Somaliland as the Al Shabab is 

mostly active in Mogadishu and there haven’t been any cases for years. This could obviously 

change anytime as borders are not a deterrent to terrorism. 
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Police escort in Somaliland 

Our Somaliland SPU police escort chatting 

to a khat seller in Hargeisa 

One of the most unique parts of 

traveling in Somaliland is the 

mandatory police escort all visitors 

outside of Hargeisa get. It reminded 

me of the North Korea minders we 

had, although the police escort in Somaliland is not really minding you but the locals. 

Because of the country’s claim to independence in 1991 and the fact that it has been seeking 

recognition from the international community for decades, the government is very keen on 

improving its image globally and portraying the country as stable and respectable. As a 

result, and since the murder of three aid workers in Mogadishu in 2003, all tourists that wish 

to travel outside of Hargeisa are obliged to get police escort from the elite Special Police Unit 

(SPU) which will come in the form of an armed guard with a knock-off copy of an AK 47, a 

driver and a car which will follow you around. This is not an armoured car of any sorts but 

rather a small one. This service is not free and you will have to pay for it. If you wish so, you 

can also request for the escort to be with you for the entire trip, including Hargeisa. Our 

guide had made arrangements for that so we even explored Hargeisa with the police escort. 

Although this should be quite reassuring, it is not as good as it sounds and it will not make 

you feel like you are fully protected from anything that may happen. During our trip we had 

three different policemen, one for every day, and all seemed pretty useless at keeping any 

locals from yelling at us. They spent their time chatting away with locals instead of actually 

keeping an eye on us and seemed totally careless and uninterested. One of them was so 

blasé that our guide had to fight with him to make sure he actually stood by our side at the 

livestock market when we were clearly surrounded by far too many herders. So it is true that 

the escort carries a mean-looking AK 47 knock-off and wears official fatigues but not only 

are they not really interested in doing their job but also the level of respect for police, law 

enforcement and government officials in Somaliland is surprisingly low. We saw a policeman 

trying to get a driver to enter the police station to pay for a road permit and the driver 

refused, instead intending to carry on with his day. The driver only acceded to go in when 

the mob of cars in the traffic jam he was creating forced him to. Our SPU escorts were 
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regularly challenged by the locals and not actually able to impose their will. Situations like 

this were repeated over and over throughout our trip. Our escort helped, but it was not like 

it made us feel untouchable. People still yelled at him and argued against our cameras 

demanding money at times. Bottom line, the police escort provided a bit of relief and help 

to navigate crowded areas when we wanted to take photos (i.e. the money market, the 

livestock market, Berbera) but was by no means going to keep us safe should anything 

happen. They would probably be the first to run. 

Travel advisory for Somaliland 

Now that we have more clarity on the crime and terrorism figures, let’s look at the travel 

advisories for Somaliland. The UK Foreign Office advises “Against all but essential travel to 

Somaliland”, as opposed to advising “Against all travel” to the rest of Somalia. This means 

that they expect no British nationals to be in Somalia and that those in Somaliland should be 

there only for absolutely necessary reasons like if they work for an NGO or are carrying out 

humanitarian missions. The US alerts “Do not travel to Somaliland”, full stop. This goes on 

to provide useful tips such as “(…) appoint one family member to serve as the point of 

contact with hostage-takers, media, U.S. and host country government agencies, and 

Members of Congress, if you are taken hostage or detained” or “Establish a proof of life 

protocol” which I am sure discouraged more than one person from visiting. If you were to 

take the travel advisories from either of the two you would probably not travel to 

Somaliland.Lastly, let me tell you how I felt as a white woman in Somaliland not traveling 

alone. 

My experience as a white woman in Somaliland 

As I said at the beginning, everyone’s experience, looks, expectations and even dress code 

plays an important role in how safe we feel in a place. For example, in El Salvador, as a solo 

female traveler, I felt safe at all times, and this is the country with the highest murder rate 

in the world. In Somaliland, however, I did not feel safe at all and this is a first for me after 

100 countries.  

I have never, not even in the perceived most dangerous places in the world like Pakistan 

where I traveled alone, have I ever felt in danger. In Somaliland, I didn’t feel comfortable in 
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the streets. I wasn’t scared, but I felt like something could happen anytime. This was not so 

much related to the risk of terrorism but to the way people reacted to me and my friend and 

the comments and experiences our guide had which corroborated what we felt.  

A mean looking Somalilander curious 

to chat with us at a tea house 

What was most surprising about 

my feeling of safety in Somaliland 

was not the real risk of crime or 

terrorism but the antagonising and 

polarising experiences we had with 

the locals who all had one 

perception or another about 

foreigners. There were two types of reactions from the locals. Some of them had lived 

abroad, spoke English and chatted us up in a friendly manner. They approached us with a 

big smile, asked where we were from and talked to us about Europe and the UK. They 

wanted their photo taken, they wanted to show us their goods and they wanted me to take 

photos with them. They also had relatives and friends in the UK, Somalilanders who had 

emigrated in search of better opportunities and who were sending money to their families 

in the country. There were also locals at the 

other end of the spectrum. They would 

literally yell at us either because I was not 

wearing the traditional clothes or because I 

was wearing trousers (which women do not 

wear) or mostly because they had a very 

negative reaction to white people, 

especially Americans.  

Somaliland girls piled up to chat to me 

They demanded money for being there, for taking photos or for exploring the streets of 

Berbera. They told us to leave, they blamed us for the country’s chaotic situation. The level 

of animosity towards Westerners was quite unique. 
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We soon realised this was motivated by the fact that they thought we were American and, 

as soon as we qualified we were British and Spanish, some of them seemed to calm down a 

little and were more welcoming. I have not felt this level of hatred anywhere else. This meant 

that walking around in crowded areas like the market was a rather intimidating experience. 

Before knowing this and shortly after our arrival, we went out for a walk in Hargeisa’s central 

market without the police escort or the guide and quickly realised we could be lynched if we 

came across someone in the wrong state of mind or who had chewed too much khat and 

was in the wrong frame of mind. When we returned with the police escort we felt a bit better 

and they helped appease a bit of the aggressiveness but the reactions were the same. 

Was this an isolated experience? Were we unlucky? 

I do not think so as I read the accounts of many other tourists and pretty much everyone 

had at least one incident similar to the ones we suffered. For some reason, we were the 

target of almost as many bad experiences as good ones. Considering how many of the two 

we had and how polarising being a Western tourist in Somaliland felt, I expect this not to 

change in the near future as the country’s security and terrorism threats continue and the 

Western economies fail to recognise Somaliland as an independent country. 

https://www.onceinalifetimejourney.com/reviews/everything-else/safety-in-somaliland-is-

somaliland-safe-to-visit/ 
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Mogadishu, Minnesota 

A massive daycare fraud in America’s most welcoming state raises questions about the limits 

of assimilation. 

Scott W. Johnson May 21, 2018  

When it was noted that the carry-on bags of multiple airline passengers traveling from 

Minneapolis to Somalia contained millions of dollars in cash, on a regular basis, law 

enforcement was naturally curious to know where the money came from and where it was 

going. It soon emerged that millions of taxpayer dollars, and possibly much more, had been 

stolen through a massive scam of Minnesota’s social-services sector, specifically through 

fraudulent daycare claims. To make matters worse, the money appears to have wound up 

in areas of Somalia controlled by al-Shabab, the Islamic jihadist group responsible for 

numerous terrorist outrages. 

Starting in the 1990s, the State Department directed thousands of refugees from Somalia’s 

civil war to Minnesota, which is now home to the largest population of Somalis outside 

Somalia itself. As the Washington Times noted in 2015, in Minnesota, these refugees “can 

take advantage of some of America’s most generous welfare and charity programs.” 

Professor Ahmed Samatar of Macalester College in St. Paul observed, “Minnesota is 

exceptional in so many ways but it’s the closest thing in the United States to a true social 

democratic state.” A high-trust, traditionally homogenous community with a deep civil 

society marked by thrift, industriousness, and openness, Minnesota seemed like the ideal 

place to locate an indigent Somali population now estimated at 100,000. 

Public discussion of the resulting contradictions has been limited, to say the 

least.  Minnesota governor Mark Dayton has sought to stifle public discussion with tired 

imputations of bigotry and intolerance. Indeed, he advised native Minnesotans with qualms 

about immigrant resettlement to move out. “If you are that intolerant, if you are that much 
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of a racist or a bigot, then find another state,” he said. “Find a state where the minority 

population is 1 percent or whatever. It’s not that in Minnesota.”  Dayton also made an 

economic argument that did not exactly fit the case of Third World immigrants who are 

themselves heavy consumers of welfare benefits. “Our economy cannot expand based on 

white, B+, Minnesota-born citizens. We don’t have enough,” he said. A trust-fund baby 

himself, Dayton was engaging in a classic case of projection. It was certainly not an invitation 

to debate. 

A September 2015 report of the House Homeland Security Committee task force on 

combating terrorist and foreign-fighter travel revealed that Minnesota led all states in 

contributing foreign fighters to ISIS. Reviewing the public cases of 58 Americans who joined 

or attempted to join ISIS, the task force found that 26 percent of them came from 

Minnesota. Somali Minnesotans occasionally appear in the headlines as “Minnesota men” 

who have taken up terrorist jihad. In 2015, ten such Minnesota men were charged with 

seeking to join ISIS in Syria; six pleaded guilty and three were convicted in June 2016 (one is 

presumed dead in Syria).   

Attending the trial of the three who contested the charges against them, I found that these 

Minnesota men gave the outward appearance of American assimilation, even though—as 

became apparent in the recordings introduced into evidence—they all hated the United 

States. They were young, educated, and bilingual. They moved into and out of the workforce 

at will. The FBI’s Somali informant worked on the tarmac at the Minneapolis-St. Paul 

International Airport, de-icing planes along with one of the convicted co-conspirators. At 

one time, all three of the men on trial worked at a local UPS facility in a leafy St. Paul suburb, 

where they enjoyed watching ISIS videos during their breaks. 

I found that they were sophisticated users of social-welfare benefits. Two of four Somali-

Minnesotans intercepted at JFK airport in New York en route to Somalia had used federal 

financial-aid funds to finance their travel; one of the defendants even financed one of his 

planned trips to Syria with a $5,000 debit-card withdrawal on his student-loan account. The 

daycare case also demonstrates savvy insight into the opportunities to take advantage of 

the quasi-governmental American social-services apparatus. Ten daycare centers are under 

investigation for fraud, and dozens more are suspected. Search warrants show that each of 
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these daycare centers has received several million dollars in child-care assistance funds. 

According to public records and government sources, most are owned by Somali immigrants. 

The case of Fozia Ali, recently sworn in as a member of the park board of an upscale Twin 

Cities suburb, is illustrative. Ali’s daycare center in south Minneapolis was suspected of 

billing the government for more than $1 million of bogus child-care services. According to 

Special Agent Craig Lisher, the FBI “found records that she was collecting a significant 

amount of money for a much larger number of children than were actually attending the 

center.” Ali’s case also had an international component. “We are aware that some of the 

funds went overseas, what she was cashing out, money from the business,” Lisher noted. He 

declined to specify the purpose to which the funds were put. 

Ali used a phone app to register charges to the Minnesota state government while she 

stayed at an $800-per-night hotel in Nairobi. She pleaded guilty in March to charges of wire 

fraud and is serving time in federal prison. But the fraud goes well beyond Ali. Though the 

total loss to the state’s $248 million daycare program remains to be determined, we have a 

serious fraud, obviously. The potential damage, though, goes beyond financial harm, to 

intangible impairment or loss of the high-trust values of Minnesota, where newcomers can 

dupe the natives so easily. But the real damage, harder to measure, is likely to be to the 

high-trust values of Minnesota, where newcomers can dupe the natives so easily. 

https://www.city-journal.org/html/mogadishu-minnesota-15924.html 
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BBC News Somali seeks next generation of female poets 

This BBC award is bringing to light the culture of poetry among Somali-speaking women, 

wherever they are, providing them with an avenue to showcase their talent and 

creativityAbdullahi Abdi Sheikh, Editor, BBC News Somali 

Date: 21.05.2018  - The BBC News Somali 2018 poetry award for young women is open for 

entries. Now in its second year, BBC News Somali Young Female Poet of the Year Award 2018 

is open to women aged from 16 to 35, inviting original works of poetry in the Somali 

language. 

The award started last year as part of celebrations to mark the 60th anniversary of the BBC 

Somali service. A panel of judges will select one winner and two runners-up, taking into 

account the theme of the poem, the quality of the language and adherence to the traditional 

rules of rhyme and rhythm in Somali poetry. Entries must not be longer than 15 lines in 

writing and one minute of recording. The closing date for entry to this year’s contest is Friday 

15 June 2018 at 23.59 GMT. 

Entries can be submitted by email to tartanka.gabayga@bbc.co.uk or via the BBC News 

Somali website. Details of how to enter, including the full terms and conditions, are available 

at the BBC News Somali website. 

Editor of BBC News Somali, Abdullahi Abdi Sheikh, says: “We are happy to continue with this 

award which, when we first launched it last year, generated a lot of interest, with nearly 100 

diverse entries, and to be bringing to our audiences these new voices and unique poetry. 

Somali women’s creativity - be it in traditional dances or use of language - is widely 

acclaimed. This BBC award is bringing to light the culture of poetry among Somali-speaking 

women, wherever they are, providing them with an avenue to showcase their talent and 

creativity.” 

Head of BBC World Service East Africa Languages, Rachael Akidi Okwir, adds: “Only recently, 

as part of its Women’s Week, the BBC brought to the fore the Somali businesswomen who 
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have been hugely successful despite the conflict in the country. Now this award will help us 

discover new, promising voices of young Somali female poetic talent. The BBC is committed 

to reaching out to female audiences. With its content for and about women, BBC News 

Somali is in the forefront of these efforts.” 

The winner of the BBC News Somali Young Female Poet of the Year Award 2018 and two 

runners-up will be announced at a special event in Garowe, Somalia, on Wednesday 18 July 

2018. The winning poem will be broadcast by BBC News Somali, and its author will be 

awarded £600. Second and third runners-up will receive £500 and £400 respectively. 

Last year’s winner was student from Hargeisa, Deeqa Nouh Yonis. 

BBC News Somali reaches a weekly audience of around 4m people (2017) – in East Africa, 

the Horn of Africa and around the world – with its radio (the most listened to international 

radio in Somalia), online and TV content and via Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 

BBC News Somali is part of the BBC World Service. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/2018/bbc-somali-poet-award 
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