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Pak, Somalia ink $10.5m agreement for developing ID system 

May 24, 2018  - Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi witnessed the signing of an agreement 

between Pakistan and Somalia for grant of US$ 10.5 million and provision of technical 

assistance for development of Soma-lia’s National Identification System. Held at the Prime 

Minister Office here on Wednes-day, the agreement signing ceremony was attended by 

Minister for Finance Miftah Ismail, Special As-sistant to Prime Minister Dr. Musadiq Malik, 

Secre-taries of Finance and Interior Divisions, Chairman NADRA and senior officials. The 

Somali side included Minister of State for Inte-rior Abdullahi Farah Wehliye, Dr. Nur Derie 

Hersi, Head of ID project, Ambassador Khadija Mohamed Almakhzoumi and their senior 

officials. As part of the initiative, National Database and Reg-istration Authority (NADRA) will 

develop and sup-ply technology, software and equipment to enable the Government of 

Somalia to have a state-of-the-art national data and citizen registration system. The 

‘knowledge and technology’ transfer will also help Somalia in Border Management and 

Elections Management system. The Somalian State Minister for Interior Abdullahi Farah 

Wehliye thanked the Government of Pakistan for its assistance in development of National 

ID System of Somalia. Underscoring Pakistan-Somalia friendly relations, the State Minister 

said that opening of Pakistan’s Embassy in Mogadishu would further strengthen the friendly 

relations of the two countries. Minister for Finance Dr. Miftah Ismail reciprocated the warm 

sentiments of the Somalian Minister and said that Pakistan valued its ties with the Govern-

ment and people of Somalia. A statement from the PM Office termed the signing of the 

NADRA contract a great significance and said it would help in further enhancing bilateral 

relations between the two countries. The project complements the Government’s “Look 

Africa” policy for enhanced engagement with the African continent, the statement said. —

INP 

https://pakobserver.net/pak-somalia-ink-10-5m-agreement-for-developing-id-system/  

EUTM - SOMALIA 25/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 2

https://pakobserver.net/pak-somalia-ink-10-5m-agreement-for-developing-id-system/
https://pakobserver.net/pak-somalia-ink-10-5m-agreement-for-developing-id-system/


 

 

   

Korea announces $5-billion financial package for Africa at African 

Development Bank Annual Meetings  

Thursday May 24, 2018 - The Bank and the 

Republic of Korea also signed an agreement 

with the intent to provide up to $600 million 

towards the energy sector 

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- The 

Government of Korea and the African Development Bank have issued a Joint Declaration 

following the conclusion of the Ministerial Roundtable of the Korea-Africa Economic 

Cooperation (KOAFEC) Conference taking place during the African Development Bank’s 53rd 

Annual Meetings in which Korea announced a $5-billion bilateral financial assistance 

package for Africa. 

The Ministerial Roundtable is the signature event of the biennial KOAFEC Conference, 

gathering a peer group of African Ministers of Finance who also serve as the African 

Development Bank Board of Governors to discuss topical issues and a pan-African approach 

to engagement with Korea. Taking place under the theme “Africa and the 4th Industrial 

Revolution: Opportunities for leapfrogging?”, the Ministerial Conference highlighted the 

need for long-term planning for industrial development and execution of projects, as well as 

a focus on value addition in sectors where Africa has comparative advantage for example in 

agriculture and natural resources. There was also a need to further leverage technology such 

as the mobile phone for more inclusive growth, in favour of the youth. 

The $5-billion financial assistance package will be delivered over two years through 

partnerships with various development agencies, including but not limited to the African 

Development Bank Group. The package leverages resources from various Korean bilateral 

agencies and platforms, including the Knowledge Sharing Program, the Economic 

Development Cooperation Fund, Korea Import-Export Bank, among others. Specifically, 
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African Development Bank President Akinwumi Adesina and the Deputy Prime Minister of 

Korea, Dong Yeon Kim, signed three cooperation agreements for the implementation of 

certain components of the $5-billion package by the Bank Group. The first was the extension 

of the General Cooperation Agreement which allowed for the replenishment of the KOAFEC 

Trust Fund housed at the African Development Bank with US $18 million. The Trust Fund, 

now totaling $93 million will continue to provide critical capacity building grants and 

resources for project feasibility studies. An Action Plan of 20 KOAFEC projects were endorsed 

during the Conference for 2019-2020 destined for a diverse group of countries and sectors. 

The Bank and the Republic of 

Korea also signed an agreement 

with the intent to provide up to 

$600 million towards the energy 

sector. The Bank and the 

Government of Korea also signed 

an MOU for the Korea-AfDB Tech 

Corps Program which will allow for the exchange of technical expertise and human 

resources, to address ongoing challenges of youth unemployment in both regions. On the 

occasion, President Adesina noted that “Africa needs to build, and we will build, wider 

partnerships for development. We want to build strong investment partnerships with Asia 

going forward.” 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158272/korea_announces_5_billion_financial

_package_for_africa_at_african_development_bank_annual_meetings.aspx 
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Afdb extends US$78m Grant to Somalia and South Sudan  

Thursday May 24, 2018 

 

The African Development Bank (AfDB) has yet gained supported hunger stricken countries 

in East Africa, the Bank has released US$ 34.8m and US$ 43.8m grant for Somalia and South 

Sudan respectively under the Bank’s ‘Say No To Famine – Short Term Regional Emergency 

Response Project.  

The African Development Bank (AfDB) has signed tripartite grant agreements of US$ 34.8 

million and US$ 43.8 million with the Republic of Somalia and the Republic of South Sudan 

and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) under the Bank’s ‘Say No To 

Famine – Short Term Regional Emergency Response Project – STRERP’.  

IGAD will oversee the implementation of the project through an agency to be recruited in 

each of the countries. The agencies will work with the governments to put in place 

structures, systems and facilities that will enable them take on increasing responsibility for 

disaster management and delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

The STRERP was approved by the Boards of Directors of the African Development Bank on 

21 July 2017 and falls within the context of the Bank’s “Say No To Famine” framework. Under 

this framework, the Bank plans to invest about US$ 1.1 billion as a coordinated response to 

its Regional Members Countries that have been severely affected by prolonged drought 

periods and unstable food production. 
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Targeting 804,000 individuals in Somalia and 300,000 individuals in South Sudan, STRERP’s 

direct food, water, fodder and medical assistance will provide relief to meet the immediate 

hunger and malnutrition needs faced by communities affected by drought, conflicts and 

famine. It will also provide food for more able-bodied members of beneficiary households 

to enable them engage in restoration and creation of community assets that will assist the 

targeted communities in enhancing livelihoods and build resilience against future shocks. 

The Grants are geared towards providing emergency food assistance and medical aid to the 

most vulnerable populations in Somalia and South Sudan. In addition, the project includes 

activities to put in place the preliminary building blocks to strengthen links between the 

production, distribution and consumption hubs of the food systems in the affected regions. 

This will help facilitate an increased system-wide efficiency and longer-term resilience, 

which is generally aligned with the Bank’s High-5 priorities, and particularly the Feed Africa 

Strategy.  The project is also aligned with the Bank’s Strategy for Addressing Fragility and 

Building Resilience in Africa (2014-2019) through its focus on strengthening relevant 

government institutions’ capacity to effectively plan, coordinate and implement disaster risk 

management and humanitarian responses. 

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Gabriel Negatu, AfDB Director General, Eastern Africa 

Regional Development and Business Delivery Office said, “We are delighted that through 

STRERP, we will provide immediate action to increase food security, boost household 

incomes, promote regional trade in food products and kick start community recovery, 

ultimately contributing to inclusive growth and resilience in Somalia and South Sudan.” 

The project will strengthen the capacity of relevant ministries such as the Ministry of 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Management in Somalia and the Ministry of Food and 

Agriculture in South Sudan). 

Maryan Qasim, Somalia’s Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, who 

signed on behalf of the Federal Government of Somalia, said; “In the name of the Federal 

Government of Somalia, I would like to extend my gratitude to AfDB for their generosity and 

for the continued support to the drought response through this substantial grant. The 

establishment of the Ministry of Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Management is a 

milestone for Somalia, particularly now when we are faced with an extreme humanitarian 
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situation. Through this ministry, we are working to address structural issues so that we can 

prevent being in crisis mode every few years. We are working to ensure that the 

humanitarian investment goes beyond alleviating short term suffering and concentrate on 

enabling people living in arid lands to build viable and food secure futures.” 

Signing on behalf of the Government of South Sudan, the Minister of Finance and Planning, 

Stephen Dhieu Dau Ayik, said “My government is proud and grateful for this grant which we 

will implement immediately to help save many lives threatened by the humanitarian crisis. 

We also look forward to continue to strengthen our partnership with the Bank as this will be 

very beneficial to our people and the economy at large.” 

“It is great to see AfDB provide support to deal with this humanitarian emergency currently 

being experienced in the two countries; Somalia and South Sudan. IGAD is thrilled to be 

associated with this project and we look forward to its implementation,” said IGAD Executive 

Secretary, Mahboub Maalim. 

In addition to meeting the daily nutritional needs of vulnerable members of the population, 

STRERP will facilitate resilience-oriented activities. This will be accomplished through 

meeting communities’ nutritional needs and creating opportunities for affected 

communities to re-engage in agricultural production. Integral to this will be stimulating the 

local private sector and reducing drought and hardship-induced cross-border  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158265/afdb_extends_us_78m_grant_to_so

malia_and_south_sudan.aspx 
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Kidderminster MEP James Carver calls for international recognition for 

Somaliland 

James Carver MEP with Somaliland 

president Muse Bilhi Abdi. 

LONG-time campaigner for national 

self-determination, Kidderminster MEP 

James Carver took part in Somaliland’s 

27th anniversary of independence this 

week. He travelled to the small African nation’s capital, Hargeisa, as a guest of vice president 

Abdirahman Saylici where he attended a celebratory parade and had informal talks with 

government leaders. Mr Carver, Kidderminster-based UKIP MEP for the West Midlands, who 

has visited Somaliland on three previous occasions, is a staunch supporter of its bid to be 

internationally recognised as an independent country again. He said: “All peoples have the 

right to self-determination. Given the historical injustices suffered by Somalilanders, the 

preservation of this right is all the more important. “I have long been a supporter of 

Somaliland re-recognition. The massive loss of life suffered during the civil war within 

Somalia means that no Somalilander could ever contemplate placing the lives of his family, 

friends and countrymen in the hands of a potentially hostile neighbour. “For Somaliland to 

prosper, both economically and politically, it is imperative that the international community 

recognise Somaliland’s sovereignty. “It is my hope that in turn, this would lead to even 

greater prosperity and freedom across the Horn of Africa.” Though not internationally 

recognised, Somaliland has a working political system, government institutions, a police 

force and its own currency.  

http://www.kidderminstershuttle.co.uk/news/local/16242089.Kidderminster_MEP_calls_f

or_international_recognition_for_Somaliland/  
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Somaliland: Mogadishu Administration undermined the UAE efforts in 

Somalia 

By Mo Ahmed Jama  - May 23, 2018  

He who (UAE) thinks that fox (Farmajo) has 

religion is mistaken 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) is leading Arab 

League member in supporting and aiding 

the self-styled regime in Mogadishu, 

Somalia. UAE provides humanitarian aid, 

security training, and educational training in addition to health facilities. 

UAE is the only Arab nation that built and runs hospitals, schools, military training centers in 

Mogadishu; UAE believed possibility of building a nation in Mogadishu that can represent 

the citizens of former Somali Republic, however, the goodwill of Abu Dhabi was misused by 

regime in Mogadishu. 

In 2014, the former President of Somalia Hassan Sheikh signed agreement with UAE, asking 

the Abu Dhabi government to provide aid and improve the security in Somalia. UAE injected 

huge amount of money in Somalia to defeat Al-Shabab terror group and to restore law and 

order in Somalia. 

However, after current President of Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo came to power in 

2017, he started revenge-based policy by arresting Somalis who are not in his clan line.  He 

allied with the governments that sponsor terrorism, leading the country into another era of 

chaos and instability. Al-Shabab increased their attack across Somalia where highest number 

of victims recorded in the history of Somalia. 
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The policy of Farmajo undermines the efforts of the international community in Somalia that 

aims restoring hope. The Somalians welcomed the nomination of Farmajo, however, the 

public witnessed policy marginalizing tribes other than his, including ousting other politicians 

and arrests in addition to recent political coup like changing the parliament 

speaker.  Farmajo is planning to install henchmen to implement his tribe-based dictatorship. 

The international community must reconsider sending the aid and financial support through 

Farmajo regime, because he is using it for his personal and political gains. This could result 

fresh round of violence which could include rebirth of warlords as result of Farmajo’s tribe-

based discrimination.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Somaliland 

expressed concerns over militia sponsored by Farmajo, who infiltrated Somaliland from its 

border with Somalia. The infiltration happened at a time that Farmajo was on visit to 

Somalia’s semi-autonomous region of Puntland. 

Farmajo sponsors diplomatic war against Somaliland by using the aid money; he pays to 

international news icons to write false articles against Somaliland; he sponsors few 

politicians of Somaliland origin to create violence in Somaliland including downgrade of 

election results. 

Farmajo knows that if Somaliland gets an international recognition, many of his close 

associates will be sued in ICC on crimes committed against Somalilanders during Siyad Barre 

regime, in which Farmajo was a member. 

The Mogadishu regime requested from UAE government to cancel the Berbera Port 

development project with the Government of Somaliland. Abu Dhabi rejected the request, 

which triggered political dispute between self-styled regime of Farmajo and the Government 

of UAE. 

Later, Farmajo regime accused UAE for violating the sovereignty of Somalia because he is 

against development in Somaliland.  Farmajo overlooked the support of UAE to Somalia and 

allied with QATAR and Turkey. 

Due to conflict created by self-styled regime of Farmarjo, the UAE closed hospitals, military 

training centers, and today, thousands of Somalians are without medical care and schools as 

result of this failed policy of Farmajo 
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Farmajoo’s new allies, State of QATAR, promised to fill up the vacuum created by the 

departure of UAE. 

As part of the illegal diplomatic campaign against Somaliland and UAE, Farmajo submitted 

complain to both UN and Arab League, in a desperate attempt to block Berbera 

Development Project. Both Arab League and UN turned down the complaint request without 

action. 

Farmajo is claiming ownership of Somaliland on the bases of an illegal union between 

Somaliland and Somalia in 1stJuly 1960, which was not documented. Somaliland withdrew 

from such union in 1991, but Somalia is not accepting such withdrawal because Somalia 

cannot survive without Somaliland. 

https://wargane.com/2018/05/23/somaliland-mogadishu-administration-undermined-the-

uae-efforts-in-somalia.html 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-fighting-between-puntland-

and-somaliland-forces-reignites-in-tukaraq 
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‘Gravely concerned’ over northern Somalia clashes, UN and partners call for 

ceasefire 

Foodstuff being loaded onto a truck at Baidoa Airport. 

It is part of the support that UNSOM will be giving to 

SNA soldiers as they fight alongside AMISOM troops. 24 

May 2018 

Peace and Security - The United Nations and its 

partners on Thursday expressed grave concern over armed clashes which have broken out 

in northern Somalia, urging all parties to immediately halt the violence. According to reports, 

heavy fighting began in the morning, local time, near the Tukaraq area of the Sool region 

between Puntland and ‘Somaliland’ forces, involving heavy weaponry. “The international 

partners call on both sides to bring an immediate halt to the fighting, start dialogue between 

military commanders on the ground, secure humanitarian access for displaced persons, and 

enter into talks to discuss a separation of forces and an exchange of detained security 

personnel,” said a joint statement. The statement noted that the violence was compounding 

“an already-difficult humanitarian situation that has recently been aggravated by the impact 

of tropical cyclone Sagar – the clashes only add to the suffering of the people in the area”. 

Thursday’s call for an immediate ceasefire was endorsed by the UN, African Union, European 

Union, the African regional body known as the Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development (IGAD), Belgium, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, the 

Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1010611  
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Somaliland: The Butcher of Hargeisa Invited to Command Somalia’s Invading 

Army 

23rd May, 2018 - The unresponsive attitude of International Community and Human Right 

Groups towards the violations and genocide in Somaliland during 1979 – 1991, has led the 

criminals to return the politics in Somalia. Today, the former henchmen of Siyad Barre 

regime control majority of the critical posts in the government of Somalia. 

General Mohamed Saeed Hirsi Morgan aka The Butcher of Hargeisa due to his crimes against 

unarmed civilians in Somaliland is free and running for important position in Somalia 

including Head of Somalia’s semiautonomous region of Puntland. Although he was found 

guilty of killing and torturing unarmed civilians but still the man enjoys the immunity of the 

Somalia government. 

The current President of Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi aka Farmajo was a senior diplomatic 

for Siyad Barre regime in Washington during the peak of the genocide in Somaliland (1989 – 

1991) where he described the crimes as killing an armed militia, and defended the regime 

by misleading the international media and community over the mass-killing. Farmajo has an 

objective to take revenge against the tribes who overturned his mentor and uncle (Siyad 

Barre aka Afweyne). 

Such lack of accountability in Somalia against the human rights violators is leading the 

country into endless chaos and civil war, because having the same criminal who killed your 

people as president is not acceptable to anybody. There are many criminals enjoying full 

freedom and state protection in Mogadishu, Somalia who don’t want functioning regime. 

Farmajo invited Morgan along with former military generals of Siyad Barre regime to his 

inauguration as ‘Guest of Honor’. Morgan was nominated as the Defense Advisor to the 

president. 
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As part of Karmajo’s revenge strategy, Morgan was asked to be commander-in-chief of an 

army who invaded Somaliland through its border with Somalia. Morgan expressed his 

willingness to attack Somaliland as part of strategy with old folks. 

In order to implement the strategy, Farmajo encouraged Morgan to run for the upcoming 

presidential nomination in Puntland, Somalia. Somaila’s region of Puntland has border with 

Somaliland and claimed parts Somaliland based on tribe lines. 

On 15th May 2018, an armed militia attacked Somaliland Forces in Tuko-Raq, a village on 

the border with Somalia. The Armed Forces of Somaliland dismissed the militia who later 

entered Somalia through Puntland. Suddenly, Morgan expressed his willingness to lead the 

attack against Somaliland, and promised to people of the region of Puntland that he will 

destroy Somaliland by utilizing his experience in killing Somalilanders. 

Puntland, Somalia claims parts of Somaliland based on tribe lines and by overlooking the 

colonial border between Somaliland and Somalia. African Union approved the colonial 

border to be official line of control between African states. Somaliland is based on colonial 

border that was demarcated by the European colonial powers of Britain and Italy. 

Farmajo and Morgan via Puntland planned to attack Somaliland during the celebrations of 

Somaliland’s National Day, believing that Somaliland Armed Forces will be busy with the 

celebrations. That was wrong assumption and Somaliland Forces captured large number of 

militia and armed vehicles. The remaining of the militia seek hostage in Somalia’s Puntland. 

Now, Farmajo and Morgan are busy of building tribal militia from Cadaado – Kismayo – 

Dhagax Buur to Garoowe, in order to take part of the planned retaliation attack on 

Somaliland soil. Farmajo team are using the government soldiers against Somaliland, as the 

authorities in Somaliland discovered IDs that belong to the government of Somalia from the 

captured militia, who invaded Somaliland by the name of tribe. The international community 

must ensure that funding and training to Somalia’s military not to be used against other 

states other than terrorists like Al-Shabab. The first-hand reports from Mogadishu 

highlighted that China sent containers filled with light arms to Somalia and it was offloaded 

at the Mogadishu Port on 18th May 2018. These could be used against Somaliland. 

https://qarannews.com/somaliland-the-butcher-of-hargeisa-invited-to-command-somalias-

invading-army/  
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Puntland authorities ban civilians travelling to Tukaraq  

May 22, 2018 - Mogadishu (HOL) - The authorities 

in the semi-autonomous regional state of 

Puntland has issued a directive to ban the 

civilians to travel to the frontline. Last week, 

hundreds of Puntland residents visited Tukaraq 

town where Puntland forces with forces loyal to 

the breakaway Somalia early this month. Both states in Northern Somalia are amassing their 

forces near Tukaraq town, a move security experts say could flare up full-blown fighting 

between the forces. Puntland Parliamentary Defense Committee in a statement directed the 

police to mount checkpoints in the outskirt of Garowe town to inspect vehicles from and to 

the town. The committee ordered the security agencies not to allow civilians to travel to 

Tukaraq town which is 95km away from the administrative capital of Puntland. "The 

committee directs the Police not to allow Private and public vehicles to move towards the 

frontline, The police should also stop the civilians from going to the war zone," reads the 

statement. The move comes just two days after the state declared new offensives against 

the breakaway Somaliland. Puntland cabinet on Saturday announced that Puntland state is 

preparing war to liberate villages and towns occupied by Somaliland administration. Over 

twenty soldiers from both sides were killed and dozens wounded mid this month after forces 

loyal to Puntland and Somalialand engaged in deadly fighting. Somali Federal Government 

leaders have urged both sides to end the hostilities immediately and to engage in dialogue 

to resolve their dispute. Both Somaliland and Puntland have been in a contest over sool and 

Sanaag regions with each claiming the control. Somaliland declared independence from 

Somalia in 1990 after the collapse of country's central government led by late Mohamed 

Siyad Barre. Despite relative stability and commendable governance, the region has not yet 

got recognition from International Community.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158223/puntland_authorities_ban_civilians_f

rom_travelling_to_tukaraq.aspx  
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Puntland MP Dahir And Bodyguard Shot Dead In Galkaayo 

On May 23, 2018  

A Puntland regional MP Abdirahman 

Maalim Dahir was on Wednesday 

night shot dead by unknown gunmen 

in  Garowe, Radio Dalsan reports. 

His bodyguard was also killed in the 

shooting. 

Two gunmen fired at the lawmaker and his guard and fled the scene. 

The incident occurred outside a hotel in the central Somalia city. 

Dahir was rushed to a Galkayo hospital where he succumbed to injuries. 

Al-Shabaab has claimed responsibility for his killing. 

There has been 12 assassinations in Somalia since the start of Ramadan 11 of them in 

Mogadishun alone. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/05/23/puntland-mp-dahir-and-bodyguard-shot-

dead-in-galkaayo/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-al-shabaab-targets-au-base-

outside-mogadishu 
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US airstrike in Somalia against al-Shabaab kills 10 fighters 

2018-05-24 21:14 

The US military says it has carried out an 

airstrike outside Somalia's capital that killed 

10 extremists. 

The US Africa Command says it has carried 

out 14 such airstrikes so far this year against 

the al-Qaeda-linked al-Shabaab extremist 

group, which continues to hold some rural 

areas of the Horn of Africa nation. 

Dozens of US airstrikes were carried out last 

year after the Trump administration 

approved expanded military operations 

against al-Shabaab, which was blamed for 

an October truck bombing in Mogadishu that killed more than 500 people. 

The new statement says the US military assesses that no civilians were killed in Wednesday's 

strike about 24km southwest of Mogadishu. The US has faced accusations in recent months 

of killing civilians in joint operations with Somali forces against al-Shabaab. 

https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/us-airstrike-in-somalia-against-al-shabaab-kills-10-

fighters-20180524 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-car-bomb-hits-military-convoy-

near-mogadishu 
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Roadside bomb blast in Somalia injures 5 soldiers 

MOGADISHU, May 22 (Xinhua) -- At least five Somali soldiers were injured in a roadside 

bomb attack in Afgoye, about 30 km west of the capital of Mogadishu, on Tuesday. 

A police officer, who requested anonymity, told Xinhua that the blast took place at Bar-

Ismaciil, in Afgoye town in Lower Shabelle, as a military convoy was heading to Mogadishu 

from Baledogle airstrip. 

Al-Shabab militant group has claimed responsibility for the latest attack.  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-05/22/c_137198400.htm 
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Landmine attack kills three civilians in Somalia's Mogadishu 

23 May 2018 

THREE civilians were killed and two soldiers wounded when a landmine, emplaced by 

unidentified militants, detonated at the Ex-control junction in Somalia's capital Mogadishu 

on 22 May, Dhacdo reported. Reports added that the landmine targeted a security vehicle 

patrolling the area. No group immediately claimed responsibility for the attack, although 

Harakat al-Shabaab al-Mujahideen has conducted previous similar attacks. 

http://www.janes.com/article/80277/landmine-attack-kills-three-civilians-in-somalia-s-

mogadishu 
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ISIS claims assassination of traffic cop in Mogadishu    

Tuesday May 22, 2018 

A screen grab from Amaq News 

Agency shows the moments 

after an ISIS militant shot dead 

a traffic cop in Hodan district. 

Mogadishu (HOL) - The 

shocking Tuesday afternoon 

killing of a traffic officer 

caught on video in Somalia’s 

capital have catapulted fears that ISIS remains a potent threat in Mogadishu. 

Police say the traffic warden was killed near the Bakara market, bringing the total people to 

be assassinated in a similar manner to three in as many days. This attack was filmed by ISIS 

militants who claimed responsibility for the attack through a video confirmation on Amaq 

News - an ISIS-linked news outlet that is often the first point of publication for claims of 

responsibility-.  The gruesome video shows the ISIS assassin dressed in a powder blue 

button-down and ‘Somalia blue’ track pants approach the traffic warden from behind before 

shooting him dead in broad daylight. 

The gunman and his accomplice who was filming the attack were able to escape. 

Last week, ISIS militants claimed responsibility for the murder of an intelligence officer in 

Bakara Market. Witnesses and local media are reporting that a man wearing a white those 

shot and killed the intelligence officer as his accomplice stood by and filmed the attack. 

In late April, another Somali intelligence officer was killed in a similar fashion. The group also 

claimed an attack on a Somali soldier in Afgoye, a leafy village town 25 km west of 
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Mogadishu. That same month a suspected ISIS militant was arrested in Mogadishu in 

possession of bomb-making materials. 

Residents are alarmed and worried that such assassinations can be carried out in the middle 

of Somalia’s busiest market. 

Security analysts have noted that the Islamic State has been ratcheting up its operations in 

Somalia with a significant increase in assassinations inside Somalia. In 2018, ISIS militants 

are believed to be behind at least 15 attacks inside Somalia.  

The group’s modus operandi appears to be the targeted assassinations of intelligence and 

police officers whilst filming the murders for propaganda purposes.  

ISIS got it’s foothold in Somalia in 2016 after capturing briefly capturing Qandala in Oct 2016. 

The group held the town for nearly two months before Puntland security forces launched a 

military campaign to recapture it. The group’s leader, Abdulqadir Mumin, is a former Al-

Shabaab official who left the Al-Qaeda linked terror outfit to lead the Islamic State in Somalia 

in 2015. The group’s core fighters are largely based in the Golis and Bari mountains in 

northern Somalia but the spate of recent attacks have security officials on the back foot as 

they try to decipher the organizational relationship to Mumin’s group or the Islamic State in 

the Levant. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158231/isis_claims_assassination_of_traffic_

cop_in_mogadishu.aspx 
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AU confirms ISIS infiltration in countries, including Somalia 

May 24, 2018  

Islamic State has come to be known 

as the most dangerous jihadist 

groups, after making gains in Syria 

and Iraq in the recent past. 

The group, initially known as Islamic 

State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), 

was formed in April 2013, growing out of AL-Qaeda. 

Although the group has been disowned by AL-Qaeda, It remains the main jihadist groups 

fighting government forces in Iraq and Syria, from where it draws a name ISIS (Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria). 

The African Union now says that the group has since expanded its reach into the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC), Somalia, Tanzania, and Mozambique. 

Speaking to journalist at the 5th head of intelligence and Security services of member States 

of IGAD and EAC meeting in Entebbe, Fransisco Madeira, a special representative of the 

African Union chairperson in Somalia said, the threat of the ISIS in Eastern Africa and Africa 

is real. 

Madeira says, given that the ISIS is being expelled from the Gulf, they are taking advantage 

of the Indian Ocean coastline to infiltrate but also activate sleeper terror cells. So far, there 

is 100 percent evidence of ISIS operations in Somalia’s Puntland and have since extended 

towards Mogadishu. 
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The Director-General Internal Security Organizations Col Kaka Bagyenda says there is proof 

that ISIS has collaboration with the Allied Democratic Front (ADF) which has its operation 

base in DRC. 

The group is said to be led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, a born of Samarra, north of Baghdad, 

who joined the insurgency that erupted in Iraq soon after the 2003 US-led invasion. It is 

believed to have thousands of fighters, including many foreign jihadists from the United 

Kingdom, France, Germany and other European countries, the United States, the Arab world 

and the Caucasus. 

At the beginning of this year, three Ugandans were reportedly arrested in Mozambique at 

an ISIS Training Camp. Col Kaka Bagyenda says the issue is still under investigation. 

Currently, the known terrorist organizations operating in Africa include; ADF, Alshabaab and 

Boko Haram. 

http://radioshabelle.com/au-confirms-isis-infiltration-in-countries-including-somalia/ 
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Somali intelligence agency arrests two Islamic State members in Mogadishu 

By Caleb Weiss | May 24th, 2018 | weiss.caleb2@gmail.com | @Weissenberg7  

The two Islamic State members reportedly captured 

yesterday by a NISA operation in Mogadishu  

Somalia’s National Intelligence and Security Agency 

(NISA) reportedly arrested two members of the 

fledgling Islamic State wing in Mogadishu 

yesterday. NISA officials reportedly added that “one 

of the two men has shot and killed a police traffic 

officer in broad-day-light in Somali capital and other 

killings.” 

The NISA operation came as the Islamic State 

claimed another assassination inside the country. Yesterday, the jihadist group claimed its 

forces gunned down a NISA official in the Elasha suburb of Mogadishu. However, this 

incident has not been reported in local media. The claim would be the Islamic State’s 48th 

attack inside Somalia. 

According to data compiled by FDD’s Long War Journal, yesterday’s alleged assassination 

was the 11th claimed assassination in Mogadishu and its surrounding area and the 23rd 

claimed assassination overall. Most of these targeted killings are directed at NISA officers, 

however, Somali military and police personnel are also routinely targeted by Islamic State 

gunmen. 

Last month, Somali security services arrested a member of the Islamic State inside the 

country for the first time. That suspect, identified as Jama Hassan Hussein, was a former 

member of Shabaab – al Qaeda’s branch in East Africa – before he defected to the Islamic 

State. Defectors who survived Shabaab purges appear to constitute a large portion of the 

Islamic State’s numbers inside Somalia. 
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The main Islamic State faction inside Somalia operates in the mountains of the northern 

Puntland region, however, smaller, disconnected, and likely autonomous cells from the 

larger faction, operate in central and southern Somalia. The Islamic State has had a difficult 

time establishing a strong foothold inside the country. Shabaab’s Amniyat (internal security 

service) has been tasked with hunting down and killing any members who seek to or have 

defected to the Islamic State, as well as potential Islamic State recruits. 

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/05/somali-intelligence-agency-arrests-

two-islamic-state-members-in-mogadishu.php 
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Nasa-Hablod II terror attack suspects plead guilty  

May 24, 2018  

Somali security officers secure the scene of a 

suicide car bomb explosion, at the gate of Naso-

Hablod Hotel in Hamarweyne district of 

Mogadishu, Somalia  

Four suspects accused of being involved in 

the deadly bombing in Nasa-Hablod II hotel 

in Mogadishu last October that claimed 29 

lives pleaded guilty Thursday during hearing 

in a military court in Mogadishu. 

The three, Farhan Mohamed Samar, Abdinasir Dhaqane Hassan and Abshir Mahad Haji Bule 

admitted involvement in the attack and told the court their bullets ran out during the attack. 

The attack which happened October 28 last year barely two weeks after the October 14 truck 

bombing which claimed over 500 lives lasted into the night as Al-Shabaab militants went 

from room to room killing occupants. 

Defense lawyers for the accused told the court the accused were misled by Al-Shabaab to 

participate in the heinous act which also saw 40 people injured. The defendants pleaded for 

pardon. 

Witnesses among them security officers and members of the public adduced testimony 

before the Level 1 military court. 

The court will issue its verdict later. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/nasa-hablood-ii-terror-attack-suspects-plead-guilty/  
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US Military reviews possible civilian casualties in Yemen, Somalia 

By Alexandra Gutowski | May 23rd, 2018 | alexandra@defenddemocracy.org | 

@angutowski  

Two US military regional combatant commands, CENTCOM and AFRICOM, acknowledged 

reports of civilian casualties and are reviewing separate recent operations following 

allegations of civilian deaths. 

In a press release last week, US Forces Central Command (CENTCOM) acknowledged reports 

of civilian casualties in a March 29 strike targeting Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

in Bayda governorate. A “credibility assessment” is currently underway. 

Separately, US Forces Africa Command (AFRICOM) is reviewing an operation against 

Shabaab in Somalia following reports of civilians causalities. According to a press release 

earlier this month, US forces participated in a Somali-led operation near Bulcida on May 9 

that resulted in the capture of three Shabaab leaders. The US forces were serving in 

an advise-and-assist capacity. American forces participated in a raid that captured three 

Shabaab commanders on that date, according to a Somali intelligence official quoted by the 

Associated Press. According to the same report, the raid also killed five civilians believed to 

be banana farmers. An AFRICOM press release acknowledged the reports of civilian 

casualties: “We take these reports seriously. As with any allegations of civilian casualties we 

receive, U.S. Africa Command will review any information it has about the incident, including 

any relevant information provided by third parties,” the AFRICOM statement said. The US 

did not conduct any air strikes in association with this operation, AFRICOM Media Relations 

Officer Samantha Reho told FDD’s Long War Journal. The US has conducted a total of 

thirteen strikes in Somalia in 2018, all of which have targeted Shabaab. 

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/05/us-military-reviews-possible-civilian-

casualties-in-yemen-somalia.php  
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Amid rising tensions in Donbas DPR deploys Somali battalion to Horlivka  

 Tuesday, May 22, 2018 12:00:22 PM  

Against the backdrop of the 

escalating tension in the Donbas, 

numerous reports have been 

made detailing the redeployment 

of the Somali battalion to the 

Horlivka, which is held by pro-

Russian militants. This has 

occurred amid attacks against 

Zaytseve (near Horlivka), which have lasted three days, the TSN program reports. 

Last weekend, two residential buildings were destroyed in Zaytseve. On Monday afternoon, 

the settlement can under heavy artillery shelling. Fortunately, no one was injured by these 

enemy attacks, which were witnessed by journalists.   

The Ukrainian Military stated that the shelling was carried out from the center of the 

separatist-held Horlivka. 

“Mostly, their artillery works in the evening and they attack the village,” a fighter of the 24th 

brigade stated. “There are civilians present when they bomb, destroying their houses.” 

There has not been a day of respite from heavy machine gun attacks against the settlement. 

“They probably have some separate assault team for provocations, because about eight 

people appear and then heavy firing starts,” one of the servicemen told journalists. 

Media controlled by the militants, meanwhile, confirmed that an assault group of separatists 

called ‘Somali’ were transferred to Horlivka to fight against the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
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However, witnesses from the annexed regions reported via social media that they spotted 

Russian career officers working with Somali militants. 

During the separatists’ shelling in Marinka in the Donetsk region on Monday, May 21, a 36-

year a local resident was killed after he went out on his yard on the outskirts of Marinka 

while militants were firing on the town using small arms. He was struck by one of the bullets, 

and when the ambulance arrived, his death was confirmed. 

On Monday, militants also have fired on Toretsk, and as a result, in the morning of May 21, 

a building of the Social and Psychological rehabilitation center was damaged, which at the 

time held 28 children. Police evacuated children and staff from the Rehabilitation Center to 

a safe area. 

In total, as a result of artillery shelling by militants in Toretsk, seven houses were damaged 

in the morning. Over the past day, the situation in the area of the Joint forces operation 

remained tense. Intensive fighting continued in the Svitlodarsk, Horlivka, Donetsk and 

Mariupol regions. 

On May 20 at 5 o’clock in the morning, separatists launched heavy mortar fire against 

residential houses in Zaitseve, violating international law. Last week, militants of the Russian 

separatist forces fired on the center of Svitlodarsk in the Donetsk region. One of the shells 

hit a local schoolyard where 387 pupils and 46 teachers and education staff were located. 

http://uawire.org/somali-battalion-deployed-in-horlivka 
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Harsh conditions push Kenyan al Shabaab recruits to suicide  

Thursday May 24, 2018 

Some al Shabaab returnees who had been rescued in Somalia 

arriving back home at the Malindi international Aiport on April 

30.  

A body of a Kenyan fighting for the al Shabaab was found in 

a camp in Jilib, Somalia. The deceased's body identified as Abdi Kimani was found dangling 

behind a house in the camp that houses new foreign recruits. Sources say Kimani killed 

himself after being in the camp for only three weeks. "It is alleged that Kimani is the third 

foreign fighter, among five who have killed themselves at the camp with an unknown 

number having run away." The source who did not want to be quoted said. Harsh living 

conditions is one of the unrealistic expectations faced by the new recruits when they arrived 

at the camp. "Those that joined recently are mostly affected after joining when the group it 

was riddled with many challenges including the flooding that brought water borne diseases 

as well as the succession woes that are affecting the group,” said the source. The source 

further added that last week a Tanzanian female recruit, identified as Amina killed herself 

after she reported to have been sexually assaulted several times by the militants. "She spent 

the whole morning crying and groaning screaming that she wanted a doctor, no one came 

to her aid and when the cries went silent at midday, she was found dead next to one of the 

leader’s house." It is alleged that she stabbed herself. Unconfirmed reports from the al 

shabaab camp in Afmadhow says two female recruits had attempted suicide over rape 

allegations, the two were however subjected to lashing by the militants as punishment for 

attempting suicide. The loss of foreign fighters through suicide is a new phenomenon as 

opposed to when they were executed publicly for allegedly spying for the Somalia and 

Kenyan intelligence services, whilst other were killed in engagements with AMISOM forces. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158278/harsh_conditions_push_kenyan_al_s

habaab_recruits_to_suicide.aspx  
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East Africa Flood Deaths Surpass 400  

May 24, 2018 12:13 PM  

A man wades through a flooded street in 

Hamerweyne district of Mogadishu, 

Somalia, May 20, 2018.  

NAIROBI —  Heavy rains have left 

hundreds of people dead and hundreds 

of thousands more displaced across 

various parts of East Africa. Kenya, Somalia and Rwanda are the worst hit. The flooding 

comes as the region tries to recover from a severe drought in 2017 that threatened millions 

of people. 

Across Kenya, Rwanda and Somalia, the death toll from the flooding has surpassed 400, with 

many thousands more forced to flee their homes to escape rising waters. 

 Coffins are seen arranged inside a mass grave 

during the burial of people killed when a dam 

burst its walls, overrunning nearby homes, in 

Solai town near Nakuru, Kenya, May 16, 2018. 

Rwanda's Ministry of Disaster Management 

puts its death toll at just over 200 in a period 

of four months.The number includes 18 killed this month as a result of landslides triggered 

by heavy rains. 

In Somalia, the Juba and Shabelle rivers have burst their banks. 

Justin Brady, head of the U.N. Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Somalia, said 

the situation has left those affected by the flooding vulnerable to malnutrition and disease. 
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"We have had a number of deaths reported at different junctures in the flooding.," he said 

"I believe right now we are looking at about 220,000 people who are temporarily displaced 

due to the flood waters and until those recede, those people will remain displaced and in 

need of humanitarian assistance. We may see that number climb up in the short term with 

flooding spreading down stream as flood waters move towards the Indian Ocean." 

Earlier in the week, at least 15 people died in Somaliland when heavy rains caused by tropical 

cyclone Sagar swept through the Horn of Africa. The cyclone system has caused heavy rains 

in both the Puntland and Somaliland regions of Somalia, and then moved along the coast to 

Djibouti. 

Brady said those areas were especially hard-hit by drought the last three years. 

"So you already had a very low level of resilience of the population," he said. "There are 

several districts that were most affected. The government is continuing to refine the number 

of people in need and initially it was around 670,000. That number has come down as I 

understand, but it's a case of being able to get into areas." 

In Kenya, the Red Cross said at least 200 people have died as a result of the heavy rains. In 

the biggest catastrophe, a dam burst last week on a commercial farm in the Rift Valley, killing 

at least 48. 

Emergency appeals have been launched by the affected governments and NGOs for 

humanitarian assistance. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/east-africa-flood-deaths-surpass-400/4408278.html 
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Cyclone Devastates Separatist region of Northeastern Somalia 

May 24 (Prensa Latina) The battering of Tropical Cyclone Sagar in the separatist region of 

Somaliland has caused 50 deaths, enormous economic damages and almost 700,000 victims, 

official and UN sources confirmed Monday. 

The ratio of fatalities can grow in the last hours due to the number of missing persons, 

apparently dragged by the turbulent waters of the flash floods caused by the climatic 

phenomena, according to the coincident reports. 

Among the economic damages are an indeterminate number, but grown from heads of 

cattle and sheep, crops, 700 farms destroyed and devastated houses. 

Somaliland, like Puntland, both in the northeast, are two regions of Somalia that proclaimed 

independence, lacking regional or international recognition, after the chaos unleashed in the 

country in the decade of the 90s with the overthrow of the government of General 

Mohamed Siad Barre, who changed his socialist allegiances for the approach to the West. 

The weather phenomenon fell on Somaliland last Saturday and even today it is impossible 

to reach areas that remain isolated by floods, a tragedy that adds to the fighting between 

separatist armed forces and the central government that have caused dozens of victims on 

both sides. The immediate flooding of many areas is the result of the aridity caused by the 

devastating drought that parch the territories of several East African countries.  

http://www.plenglish.com/index.php?o=rn&id=28595&SEO=cyclone-devastates-

separatist-region-of-northeastern-somalia 
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Government, UN teams conduct humanitarian assessment in floods-hit 

Beletweyne  

May 23, 2018  

Government and UN delegations hold 

assessment meetings with local 

leadership in Beleweyne town May 

21, 2017. A team of government 

and UN officials Monday visited 

the floods hit region of Beleweyne 

to assess the humanitarian 

situation in the central regions’ 

town. 

The teams drawn from seven clusters from the Federal Government and the UN held talks 

with the local administration led by Hiiraan district commissioner Abdullahi Ahmed Maalin. 

Maalin said the situation in Beletweyne still remains critical calling for increased 

humanitarian response to attend to thousands who have been displaced from their homes. 

The UN estimates that 50,000 people in Beletwyene alone have been displaced from their 

homes. 

The UN team comprised of representatives from OCHA, WFP, UNICEF, UNHCR and WHO. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/government-un-teams-conduct-humanitarian-assessment-

in-floods-hit-beletweyne/ 
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Flooding displaces 188,000 people in eastern Ethiopia  

Thursday May 24, 2018 

Flooding in Ethiopia's eastern Somali 

regional state has displaced 188,000 

people, the UN said on Wednesday. 

In a press statement, the UN Office 

for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (UNOCHA), said the 

displacement was caused by a 

combination of tropical cyclone Sagar 

and floods from Shabelle river over the last two weeks. 

"The flooding has also resulted in an increased incidence of malnutrition and diarrhea among 

children under five among the displaced," UNOCHA added. 

On Monday, UN said at least 16 people were killed after tropical cyclone Sagar caused heavy 

rains and flooding in northern Somalia. Tropical storm Sagar made landfall on Ethiopia on 

Sunday, after causing extensive damage in neighboring Somalia and Djibouti. UNOCHA said 

the Ethiopia Somalia regional state authorities have disseminated information to the 

community using local media, with ambulances and police forces on standby to help with 

rehabilitating the displaced. The UN, Ethiopia federal government agencies and Somali 

region authorities have been dispatching emergency aid including food, medicine, drugs and 

sanitary materials to the displaced people. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158268/flooding_displaces_188_000_people

_in_eastern_ethiopia.aspx 
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Families urgently need food, clean water, medical support after Somaliland 

Cyclone 

Published on 24 May 2018  

Thousands of people remain in urgent need of food, clean water, health services and 

essential household items along the north-western coastline of Somaliland in the wake of 

last Saturday’s Cyclone Sagar, the strongest storm that has ever made landfall in this part of 

the country. Hundreds are homeless, 47 deaths have been reported and a massive number 

of livestock have been killed. “The cyclone comes on the heels of a series of natural disasters 

- severe drought that had left more than half the population in need of humanitarian support 

and ongoing floods that has destroyed crops, homes and businesses,” said Simon 

Nyabwengi, Country Director of World Vision’s programmes in Somalia and Somaliland. 

“We’re concerned about the high number of people who have been displaced by natural 

disasters and about an outbreak of Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD/cholera) that is 

threatening people’s lives.” “People urgently need food, shelter, essential household items 

like blankets and soap, health services and clean water, particularly the families that are 

displaced and being hosted in schools and temporary camps,” he adds. 

Mohamed Abdi, a 57-year-old father of two boys in Warabe Dareeray village, is one of those 

displaced by the cyclone that has affected 1.2 million people leaving them in need of 

immediate humanitarian assistance. “I have been living in this village for the last 37 years 

and have never seen such kind of rain with storms. 

It was so new to me and my family, we thought it was the last day of our lives, we prayed 

and ran to the mosque when the heavy rain started. We have nothing, no food, no water, 

no blankets, no household items. My wife also died. But we have hope from our God.” 

According to a World Vision emergency response team that visited affected areas, Cyclone 

Sagar caused massive livestock deaths, property damage and destroyed roads forcing many 

families to be displaced. “We visited affected villages of Tijaabo, Waraqadhigta, Tuurka, and 

Waraabe Dareere which are under Garbo Dadar district in Lughaya, Somaliland. People do 
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not have food. They sit at the mosque, school and madrasas with hope of getting some help. 

Many water systems were destroyed. People are fetching water from the open rivers with a 

lot of waste and this is putting them at risk of contracting diseases,” describes Mubarik 

Mohamoud, the response team leader for World Vision in Somaliland. “All roads have been 

destroyed and telecommunication network also destroyed, leaving people with no means of 

communicating or receiving help from relatives using mobile money,” he adds. 

World Vision has currently dispatched a response team and a consignment of essential relief 

items including bedsheets, fabric, clothes, soap, water bottles to support 6,000 people 

affected by Cyclone Sagar in Somaliland. 

The child-focused humanitarian agency is also supporting medical services which have 

already treated 604 people at two health centres and three mobile clinics in Gargaara, 

Waraaba dareeray, Garbo dadar and Lughaya. Most of the people were treated for minor 

injuries. 

World vision is appealing for USD 600,000 and will continue to actively engage and work 

with various organizations and government to support the most vulnerable families with 

urgent needs. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/families-urgently-need-food-clean-water-medical-

support-after-somaliland-cyclone 
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Mayor of Mogadishu briefed the SDRF Meeting on the update of BRA 

Mogadishu |  23 May 

2018 – H.E. 

Abdirahman Omar 

Osman (Eng. 

Yarisow), the Mayor 

of Mogadishu and 

Governor of Benadir 

Regional 

Administration (BRA) today briefed the SDRF meeting chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister 

and attended by Ministers, members from Federal Member States, Ambassadors, head of 

development agencies, UN Agencies and distinguished participants. 

The Mayor thanked firstly shared his deep concern with respect to the devastating floods 

that have occurred in Hiiraan and Middle Shabelle regions of HirShabelle State and in recent 

days in the heavy rains that caused damages both in property and loss of life in Puntland and 

Benadir. 

Eng. Yarisow urged the need of full concerted effort by all partners and stated that BRA 

quickly responded to the crisis in the capital city and provided shelter; food and medical aid 

to those effected the flooding. Other updates provided by the Mayor included: 

• To help the needy, BRA has launched the Taakulo program to raise funds from 

communities and are currently distributing cooked food for 15 thousands of families 

everyday during Ramadan. 

• We have also distributed rations for thousands households as well, with the support of OIC 

and Oman Charity Organization. Additionally, the staff of BRA have contributed % of their 
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salaries to the less fortunate in this month of Ramadan and last month for the flooding in 

Beledweyne as BRA contributed 100,000 USD for emergency response. 

• Since the last SDRF BRA launched the Somali Urban Resilient & Recovery (SURR) Project 

with the German Embassy and the World Bank in March and are waiting to lay the 

foundation for community roads in the selected seven districts. BRA is grateful for the SDRF 

endorsement of the SURR Project in our last meeting. 

• We also held BRA’s first Steering committee meeting on EU Re-integ; 

• BRA begun to implement the Disaster and Emergency Preparedness project funded by the 

EU. After the October 14 horrendous Zobe junction attack, BRA strengthens emergency 

services facilities for the establishment of two centers in order to facilitate for easily access 

to emergency response. The project team has launched community engagement and 

participation event on April 11, 2018 in order to highlight the importance for Emergency 

service response and how the community can collaborate to the project. 

• BRA launched 30 days training for fire-fighters and Nurses on 28, April, 2018 

• BRA laid the foundation stone of Firefighting and emergency Center in Hodan district and 

soon will also plan to lay the foundation stones of the firefighting and emergency center in 

Wadajir District as well. 

• BRA reformed its Public Financial Management and introduced a number of measures that 

increase accountability and transparency. 

• BRA established centers of basic service delivery in 7 districts so far and aims to provide 

basic services at local level, in order to be closer to communities. 

• BRA established community engagement and participation and carried out a number of 

consultations with all segments of the society on a number of issues including elections, 

review of the constitution. The aim is to fully engage with communities at key issues that 

matter to them. 

• BRA planned and lounged District Council formation process as part of the Wadajir 

Framework Fabric and stabilization strategy by creating permanent elected local 
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governments in which citizens enjoy the right to elect leaders and hold leadership 

accountable. 

• BRA begun community engagement and participation as well as establishing partnership 

and consultation working groups with all key institutions such as district administrations, 

security agencies, civil society groups and all segments of the community. 

• BRA established partnership working with security institutions so that we are able to deal 

with security issues in a strategic manner. As a result of this we prioritized and focused in 

seven districts entry points of the city (Karan, Heliwaa, Yaqshid, Deynile, Dharkenley, Kaxda 

and Wadajir). 

• BRA is working on the city’s security plan with the help of OPM, MoIS, and Security 

agencies, the aim is to secure Mogadishu city (17 districts) within 90 days. We hope after 90 

days to see more stable Mogadishu. 

• Since we started the security operations we are experiencing daily surrendering of AS 

defectors. 

• BRA merged the city’s security plan (90 days of Mogadishu stabilization plan) with 

Radicalization awareness (PCVE) to reduce the drivers of radicalization and violent 

extremism to residents in Mogadishu. Hodan and Waberi districts are good example of 

beneficiaries of this awareness campaign. 

• BRA launched Neighborhood Watch program, first of its kind in Mogadishu, whereby every 

household will be accounted for. Through this program BRA created district based Civil 

defense forces utilizing youth and women to prevent violence and provide a means of 

reducing the opportunity for crime to occur through the active participation of citizens in 

crime prevention. 

• With the support of World Bank, BRA begun full assessment in order to develop and 

implement a master plan on drainage and sewage system in the capital city. So far experts 

made Site visits on areas prone to flooding in the city 

• Carried Situational analysis on causes of flooding and effect to affected areas 
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• Will Identify possible outlet points subject to development of hydrologic analysis 

• Zoning map to distribute the storm-water to possible outlet points 

• Challenges – IDPS, youth unemployment, security, 

• Lastly, Internally Displaced People (IDPs) require our collective approach in addressing the 

issues. We plan to establish Durable Solutions Unit that can coordinate and work in 

partnership with all agencies so that within 4 years will be able to fully resettle IDPs, either 

to fully integrate with the community or to return to their original homes. 

• BRA has released the much-awaited Forced Eviction report on IDP’s and shared with all 

concerned agencies. We look forward to working with you all on the implementation of the 

recommendations. 

http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/23/mayor-of-mogadishu-briefed-the-sdrf-

meeting-on-the-update-of-bra/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 25/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 44

http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/23/mayor-of-mogadishu-briefed-the-sdrf-meeting-on-the-update-of-bra/
http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/23/mayor-of-mogadishu-briefed-the-sdrf-meeting-on-the-update-of-bra/
http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/23/mayor-of-mogadishu-briefed-the-sdrf-meeting-on-the-update-of-bra/
http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/05/23/mayor-of-mogadishu-briefed-the-sdrf-meeting-on-the-update-of-bra/


 

 

   

Experts in fresh calls for joint efforts to end illegal trade in Somalia charcoal 

Tuesday May 22 2018 

Somali workers filling sacks with charcoal 

as they are prepare for transportation 

near the Kismayo seaport on February 27, 

2013. In Summary 

Behind this booming trade is the slow-

growing acacia tree from which the 

charcoal is derived. 

Most of the charcoal is shipped to the Gulf countries despite a United Nations ban on exports 

in 2012. 

Somalia exports around 1.65 million tonnes of charcoal to the Gulf countries. 

Sacks of charcoal, stacked as high as 10-storeys, are a common sight in Somalia’s port city of 

Kismayu. The city, which lies some 485 kilometres southwest of the capital Mogadishu, is 

best known for its trade in charcoal.  

Most of the charcoal is shipped to the Gulf countries — despite a United Nations ban on 

exports in 2012. The majority of Somalis also use it as the fuel of choice in their homes. 

The charcoal comes from the south, where a sack goes for $5. The same sack fetches a higher 

price when smuggled into Kismayu or Bur Gaabo port towns. Bur Gaabo is some 60km from 

the Kenyan border. 

But behind this booming trade is the slow-growing acacia tree from which the charcoal is 

derived. About four trees are burned to get fuel for one family for a year. This translates to 

around eight million trees each year. Each tree produces seven to 10 sacks of charcoal. 
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It is also in the south that industrial production of charcoal for export is done. Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO) estimates that the total production for export is about four 

times that for domestic use.  

It is thus a fitting tribute to Somalia that the first international conference on charcoal was 

held in the capital from May 7-8. The agenda was how to stop the illegal trade, curb the 

unsustainable production and use of charcoal and develop alternative sources of energy. 

In attendance were senior United Nations representatives, international and Somali 

environment experts and donors.  

Somalia exports around 1.65 million tonnes of charcoal to the Gulf countries. 

Export chain 

On one end of the export chain is a group of 10 to 20 men, hired by the traders to cut down 

the acacia trees, some of which are 500 years old. 

The average size of trees felled is declining since the stock of mature trees is being depleted, 

with no evidence of regrowth. The wood is then burnt in crude kilns on the earth for around 

10 days and left to cool for another 10. 

The chain is long. The burners get $5 per bag from the trader, who sells at $11 to a supplier 

after paying enroute taxation of $1 and transportation cost of $2.5.  

Then wholesaler buys at $30 from the trader, pays a loading charge of $5, false paper work 

of $1.5 and shipping cost of $2.5. 

Some of the false paper work used to conceal the Somali origin of illegal charcoal cargo has 

Tanzanian, Kenyan, Ghana, Gambia, Cote d’Ivoire and Djibouti certificates of origin. 

Trafficking route 

At the port of Kismayu or Bur Gaabo, the charcoal is loaded onto small dhows to various Gulf 

destinations. Approximately 15 dhows with the charcoal depart from the two ports every 

month. 
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The main trafficking route is northeast from Bur Gaabo and Kismayu along the Somalia coast 

towards Puntland, through the Socotra gap, northeast along the coast of Oman, and 

northwest into the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf.  

The potential destination ports for illicit charcoal exports are in the United Arab Emirates, 

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Iran and Kuwait. 

“There is a significant obligation on countries to stop importing Somali charcoal and to 

adhere to the ban. If they continue importing charcoal, the ban will not work. That is the 

other part of the equation,” Somali-Eritrea Monitoring Group natural resources expert 

Charles Cater said at the charcoal conference. 

UN ban on exports 

A 2012 United Nations Security Council resolution banned the export of charcoal from 

Somalia due to its destructive effect on the environment, and that it was intensifying conflict 

and humanitarian crises. 

But according to the Somali Eritrea Monitoring Group, the trade has continued apace, with 

the market value of the exported commodity rising to more than $250 million in the two 

years following the ban.  

The revenue is fuelling terrorism and terrorist operations by financing troop salaries as well 

as buying arms and ammunition, the Group notes. 

It reckons that the Al Shabaab collects checkpoint taxation of $2.50 per bag from more than 

four million bags, which cumulatively adds up to $10 million per year. It estimates the value 

is likely to double to at least $20 million from revenue-sharing.  

The Monitoring Group also claims that the defence forces contingent of the African Union 

Mission to Somalia (Amisom), and the Jubba administration have frustrated the charcoal 

smuggling sanctions, which has helped Al-Shabaab financing to flourish, thereby 

undermining counter-terrorism efforts.  

“The problem comes when the forces and the institutions that have capacity to implement 

the sanctions are not living up to their obligation under the national law.  
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“The federal government of Somalia and Amisom are the entities that have the forces on 

the ground, deployed at the ports of Kismayu and Bur Gaabor, near the storehouse and could 

physically prevent the export of charcoal,” said Dr Cater. 

The Monitoring Group also accuses Amisom of denying it access to charcoal exporting ports. 

“In June 2017, after arriving at Bur Gaabo, three members of the Somali Eritrea Monitoring 

Group were not permitted to leave a Kenya Defence Forces Amisom base to inspect the 

nearby charcoal stockpile,” says the Monitoring Group in a report. 

Implementing the ban 

In a rejoinder, Amisom deputy special representative for Somalia Simon Mulongo told The 

EastAfrican on the sidelines of the conference that implementing the UN resolution on the 

ban on charcoal export is challenging because of the lean staff. 

“We are overstretched as our area of operation is vast and the number of forces has declined 

by 1,000, and this year unless the UN says otherwise, we are likely to cut down by another 

1,000. This places us in a precarious position; we are not capable of undertaking general 

policing because of the reducing numbers,” said Mr Mulongo.  

He added: “We are here for warfare; all facilities are for countering insurgency and 

terrorism, so as much as we are willing to stop charcoal trade, between a vehicle carrying 

charcoal and a terrorist running away, we will give priority to chasing a terrorist.” 

The Amisom chief also admitted that some soldiers had been incriminated in the illegal 

charcoal trade. The cases have been referred to the member states. 

“We have some two cases where we have evidence of soldiers being accomplices with the 

terrorists and we have referred them to the member state with evidence of their culpability, 

to act according to their national laws; there are also several cases where there was no 

evidence,” said Mr Mulongo. 

According to him, Amisom’s role in countering smuggling of charcoal would be more 

successful with the co-operation of the local authorities. 
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In theory, the burning of charcoal need not be so destructive. Environment experts 

recommend that sustainable production of charcoal is possible if cultivating acacia trees can 

be practised in the drylands. This will ensure that trees are not just cut, but new ones are 

planted. 

Somali people also need alternative sources of energy so they can and reap the benefits of 

the acacia tree, among them enhancing soil stabilisation and fertility through biological 

nitrogen fixation. 

Currently, with swathes of land left bare, a large amount of sediment is deposited in the 

river beds, leading to flooding. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/calls-for-joint-efforts-to-end-illegal-trade-in-

Somalia-charcoal/2560-4574414-9ttgpxz/index.html 
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The Impact of the Gulf Conflict on the Horn of Africa (The Somalia Case)  

Dr Yusuf Sheikh Omar - 

Wednesday, May 23 2018  

A map showing an increasing 

influence of UAE and Turkey in 

the Horn of Africa. 

Soon after the Gulf crisis 

irrupted in late May 2017, 

the competing Royal families 

in the Arabian peninsula 

shifted their conflict into 

Africa, polarising the poor 

yet strategic Horn of African 

nations located on the other 

side of the Red Sea.  Djibouti, 

Eritrea and the breakaway Somaliland supported the uncompromising position of the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia led bloc against Qatar backed by Turkey. However, 

Somalia, Sudan and Ethiopia adopted neutral foreigner policies towards Gulf conflict and 

supported dialogue and mediation efforts initiated by the Amir of Kuwait. In doing so, the 

latter group hoped to maintain good relations with both sides. However, that was not in line 

with UAE-Saudi binary policies borrowed from the former president of the USA, George W 

Bush’s approach on the eve of 9/11:  you are either with me or with my enemy and then you 

will be treated as an enemy. 

Competition between the Gulf nations in the Horn of Africa has been simmering for some 

time. The UAE and Saudi Arabia have been investing heavily in Ethiopia, Djibouti and Sudan 

though Qatar has the lion’s share in Sudan’s development projects. To strengthen its 

foothold in the Horn of Africa, the tiny yet rich nation of Qatar successfully mediated 
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between Eritrea and Djibouti in their longstanding conflict over a disputed territory. After a 

negotiated agreement, Qatar sent 400 of its peacekeeping troops in 2010 to keep the 

conflict at bay. However, when both Eritrea and Djibouti aligned with UAE-Saudi alliance 

against Qatar, the latter withdrew its troops in June 2017. Eritrea promptly overtook the 

disputed territory and the tension between the two poor counties of the Horn of Africa 

resurfaced. Djibouti is now grieving and perhaps contemplating how to ambush or wreak 

revenge on Eritrea when it is right time to do so.  Qatar has also mediated between Darfur 

rebels and the Khartoum government. Some diplomats and experts in the field of conflict 

resolution have also suggested that Qatar has relevant experience and skills to mediate 

between Somalia Government and its opponent Al-Shabaab. UAE and Saudi Arabia were 

envious with this tiny nation’s increasing reputation and soft power, reflected in its ability 

to reconcile divided societies in the Horn of Africa and beyond.   

From the security perspective, since 2015, Emirates and Saudi Arabia have been building up 

military bases in Eritrea in order to encounter Houthis militias in Yemen and also intercept 

Iran’s military aid to Houthis. UAE is now in a full control of the main Sea Ports in Yemen and 

perhaps the strategic Island of Socotra between Somalia and Yemen. Early in 2014, UAE also 

established its military training base in Mogadishu. 

The poor yet militarily strong Egypt was intrigued by UAE-Saudi money. No surprise. The old 

Arabic wisdom was  ‘Poverty could almost make you sell your belief and principles’. 

Additionally, Egypt’s military regime is infuriated by Turkey’s presence of its next door, 

Sudan that allowed Turkey to invest in the strategic port of Suakin and Egypt is suspicious 

that it may in the future be used as a military base which can impact on its national security 

and the strategic Suez Canal. More worries, some western and Arab nationalist 

commentators raise the spectre of Turkey’s long-term intention to revive the Ottoman 

Caliphate which strikes fear into the heart of some Arab regimes and Israel in the Middle 

East.    

What are the primary objectives of UAE-Saudi alliance in the Horn of Africa? 

Well, there are many objectives including economic and security factors. A military presence 

in this strategic location that is geographically close to Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Yemen is 

another aim. Having said that, the Emirates and Saudi Arabia are fighting with Houthis and 
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Al-Qaida in order to minimise the security threat they pose. Yemen is also the natural transit 

point of weapon transportation to Al-Shabaab in Somalia. Al-Shabaab has publicly expressed 

its intention to partner with Al-Qaida in Yemen against Emirates-Saudi alliance. 

Furthermore, The Emirates and Saudis want to contain the democratically inspired political 

Islam that emerged during the Arab spring, perceiving Islamic democracies as a direct 

menace to their ruling families. In contrast, Qatar and its ally Turkey supported the moderate 

political Islam such as the deposed Muslim Brotherhood’s Mohamed Mursi who was the first 

ever democratically elected Egyptian leader, and brotherhood’s offshoots including Al-Islah 

of Yemen, and elsewhere in the world. The UAE-Saudi bloc is also trying to deter Turkey’s 

increasing economic, cultural and military influence in African particularly the Horn of Africa. 

The above-highlighted competing interests and objectives between these two rival blocs are 

spilling over into the Horn of Africa. Ethiopia and Sudan have strong central governments 

and therefore, managed to minimise the negative impact posed by their neutral position 

while Somalia’s fragility has been exposed to the influence of these competing powers, 

specifically the harsh stance of Emirates. Saudi Arabia has a softer attitude to the teetering 

Somalia given to its religious and spiritual responsibilities in the Muslim world represented 

by the two holy mosques. Now Somali is treading on a thin line trying to keep balance but it 

can slip either side at any time.  

So why is the Emirates tearing apart Somalia?  

Historically, Somalia had and still has strong cultural, religious and economic ties with the 

Gulf States particularly Saudi Arabia and UAE as well as Egypt. Additionally, since the collapse 

of Somalia’s central government in 1991, the UAE has allowed Somalis to more easily travel 

and stay in the Emirates than have any other Gulf State. Additionally, the largest Somali 

business community in the globe is in UAE. Saudi Arabia has also been the largest importer 

of Somalia’s livestock. Having said that around 40% of Somalia’s economy comes from its 

livestock. Therefore, the Emirates and Saudis have expected from Somali Federal 

Government to side with them instead of taking a neutral position in which UAE has 

interpreted alignment with Qatar. This has been compounded by the fragility of Somalia that 

has yet to recover from the prolonged civil war effects and is vulnerable to any external 

intrusion. Experts in the Horn have already warned of the negative impact of the Gulf Crisis 

on the stability and territorial integrity of the already balkanised Somalia in the banner of 
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federalism in which each Federal Member State has its own constitution and foreigner 

policies and acts as an independent nation. Because of the direct impact from the Gulf crisis, 

the fragile Somalia Federal Government has been weakened, though its supporters argue 

that Somalia has stood firm and emerged victorious by sticking with its neutral decision.  

Amid this crisis, UAE closed its military base in Mogadishu and has removed Somali passports 

from its online application system replacing it with the unrecognised Somaliland passport. It 

has also closed its military training base in Mogadishu claiming that Qatar has controlled 

Somalia government’s decision-making institutions.  Politically, UAE has built a strong 

relationship with Somalia’s regional leaders and invited them to Dubai in order to provoke 

the federal government. In fact, these regional leaders seemed to be invested and used by 

UAE against the federal government. As Somali proverb says “money is halal black magic” 

implying that if you have money, you can, in Somalia’s belly politics, buy MPs and any 

politician you want similar to buying camels and cows from Mogadishu’s livestock markets. 

However, there are both good and bad MPs. Some of these MPs bought their seats in the 

Parliament for over $1 million while their constituents are dying of hunger or thirst. In return, 

these morally bankrupt MPs expect huge profit from seats they purchased. And therefore, 

rich Gulf States particularly UAE can easily buy these self-serving politicians. While UAE 

attempts to influence Federal Member States’ top leadership, in contrast, Qatar seems to 

buy the influence of the top leadership of the Federal Government.   At the end of the day, 

the poor and innocent ordinary Somalis are the victims. The vast majority of the families of 

these politicians are either in the West or in luxury apartments and hotels in Nairobi, Dubai, 

or somewhere else in the world, not in Somalia. In conclusion, the longer the Gulf dispute 

continues, the greater the consequences for the security and territorial integrity of 

vulnerable Somalis. It could also unravel the international community’s effort to realise a 

functional government in Somalia.  Al-Shabaab is the only beneficiary of this crisis and has 

already staged several bomb attacks and car explosions in its wake.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/may/158254/the_impact_of_the_gulf_conflict_on_the_h

orn_of_africa_the_somalia_case.aspx 
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Decades of war ruined Somalia but it is now picking the pieces  

Thursday May 24, 2018 

A cargo ship at Kismayu Seaport.  

War. It opens the floodgates of 

violence and unlimited brutality. 

The aftermath is death, 

displacement, shattered social 

fabric and collapse of governance.  

Somalia in Africa is one of the 

countries that know too well the 

cost of war. 

A booming Somalia descended into anarchy after strongman Siad Barre was overthrown in 

the 1990s. The armed conflicts pitted warlords and clan militia that led to the collapse of the 

official state. All institutions shut down, rendering the once-vibrant country a failed state. It 

defied UN and US intervention. 

For about 10 years from 2006, the Union of Islamic Courts had control over Mogadishu until 

it was ousted by Ethiopian forces with US support. Ethiopia, however, was unable to exert 

full control, leaving the country and capital a battleground for the then UN-backed 

government and al Shabaab militants. 

The preceding years saw al Shabaab gain control of large swathes of Somalia, including its 

capital Mogadishu and major sea ports. Piracy bloomed in Gulf of Aden, with the 

International Maritime Bureau recording over 200 hijackings annually. 
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The pirates operating in the sea lanes of the horn of Africa hijacked ships, stole cargo and 

extorted billions in ransoms, which in turn financed anarchy, exploiting the collapsed judicial, 

law enforcement system and the black market. 

But the armed conflict and its effects wasn’t confined to Somalia territory. It was exported 

to neighbouring countries, with refugees fleeing the war and al Shabaab militia carrying out 

attacks in Kenya and Uganda. International trade and security also suffered a major blow. 

OPERATION LINDA NCHI 

Al Shabaab’s frequent abduction of several foreign tourists and aid workers on Kenyan soil 

triggered the country to deploy its troops to Somalia in October 2011, under Operation Linda 

Nchi. 

At the time, only Uganda People's Defence Forces was in Somalia, controlling less than 10 

per cent of Mogadishu. After Kenya's entry, other neigbouring countries sent in their 

contingents, which were later merged to operate under the African Union Mission for 

Somalia (Amisom). 

It is now 10 years since the operation began, but what used to be a war-torn country is 

seeing slow but sure silencing of its guns, with zero incidence of piracy since 2012 after 

pirates were vanquished. 

“This is the first time we are seeing some semblance of development and institutions 

forming, and now are even we talking about transition,” said Major General Tai Gitaui, 

Amisom’s deputy force commander for operations and plans. 

“Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) war is a war of cowards, which we are seeing much often 

used by al Shabaab, which means they are losing ground.” 

Amisom head Francisco Madeira said the country is moving forward with the help of Amisom 

forces. “The government that used to operate from Nairobi and later Baidoa now operates 

not in secrecy or at night but openly in Mogadishu today,” he said, adding that even though 

al Shabaab sometimes still launches attacks, they were ejected from the city. 

He said all regional governments are in operation and in the hands of civilians. 
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Seated in an ancient building where the Italian governor used to rule Mogadishu is 

Abdirahman Omar, commonly known as Eng Yarisow, the Benadir Governor and mayor of 

Mogadishu. 

After independence in 1960, Yarisow recalls, his country was among the greatest on the 

continent and always helped in peacekeeping under then Organisation of Africa Unity, now 

African Union. 

But he was forced to flee at the height of the civil war in 1991. He settled in the UK and built 

a family and a career. But in 2008, he returned. 

He says on his return to Somalia, his family was hesitant and reluctantly wished him good-

luck! 

“At the moment, no one wanted to work for the government. Looking back 10 years later, 

though I miss my family and good job I had, I have no regrets,” he said. 

“The country is making huge progress thanks to African forces that came to help Somalia in 

this recovery path. It is a show of PanAfricanism. Without Amisom, we wouldn’t have 

achieved this progress.” 

DODGING BULLETS 

When Yarisow used to work at the Office of the President, he remembers they would drive 

through Makkah Mukarram junction very fast to dodge bullets from al Shabaab’s base a 

hundred metres away. 

“Citizens rejected our invites to the villa or any government office. Thinking of working for 

the government was suicidal, too. Today we are getting many people visiting government 

offices and every day many are sending their interests to work for government,” he said. 

“Over 50 per cent of those who had fled the city to the outskirts are back and have rebuilt 

their lives. With the help of Amisom, 80 per cent of Somalia is now under the government, 

and now we can even afford to speak about elections in 2020. This was not possible 10 years 

ago. Even though we are not yet there, we are on the right track.” 
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Yarisow said there have been incremental changes in transparency, accountability and 

governance system, and for the first time, Somali's public financial management system has 

been accepted by the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

This will help it apply for debt relief and in turn attract investments, Yarisow said. He said 

despite inability to collect taxes, there is considerable growth in all sectors of the economy, 

as seen in upcoming real estates and the hotel industry. 

“This is because our people are entrepreneurial and resilient. That’s why a place al Shabaab 

has bombed, within a week, a shop will be up and business going on. This is the strength we 

are banking on to rebuild Somalia, as the public continues to denounce al Shabaab and its 

ideology in entirety,” he said. 

Another sector that has seen exponential growth is education. Before the civil war, there 

was only one university. It closed and reopened 20 years later. But today, there are over 100 

universities, with 50 located in Mogadishu. 

The aviation sector has also returned to government control this year, after being under UN 

control and run from Nairobi since the start of the civil war. 

 “Our public beaches are also now operational and we are slowly taking back the country to 

its African riviera status it used to be. Our criminal system is developing but terrorists 

continue to undermine us, thus lack of witnesses in courts to help in prosecution, leading to 

collapse of cases,” Yarisow said. 

“Terrorists are desperate and are engaging in insurgencies, trying to shutter the people's 

hope. They have resorted to attacking innocent civilians to earn headlines to show their 

associates that they still have a foothold here. But these are their end days.” 

The mayor said liberalisation of Somalia and its subsequent reconstruction could have been 

much faster if Amisom was given all the needed logistical support from the UN and the 

international community. 

“If resources similar to those that are being pumped into Iraq and Afghanistan were brought 

here, the war could have been won long ago. We need logistical enablers,” Yarisow said. 
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In Dhobley, a football tournament is organised frequently by the Kenya Defence Forces, 

aimed at promoting the military civilian relations. 

“To us this sports is recreation and opportunity to nurture our talents, interact and unite to 

confront the common enemy. This was not possible when al Shabaab used to control these 

areas,” Rangers Club team captain Abdirazak Mohamed said. 

“Life is back here. We now have formal education ongoing and development, which the KDF 

is playing a key part in,” Dhobley DC Siyat Hassan said.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158267/decades_of_war_ruined_somalia_bu

t_it_is_now_picking_the_pieces.aspx 
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Piracy made a strong comeback in Somalia in 2017 

Written by Abdi Latif Dahir May 24, 2018  

In this photo taken Sunday, Sept. 23, 2012, 

masked Somali pirate Abdi Ali stands near 

a Taiwanese fishing vessel that washed up 

on shore after the pirates were paid a 

ransom and released the crew, in the once-

bustling pirate den of Hobyo, Somalia. The 

empty whisky bottles and overturned, 

sand-filled skiffs that litter this shoreline are signs that the heyday of Somali piracy may be over - 

most of the prostitutes are gone, the luxury cars repossessed, and pirates talk more about catching 

lobsters than seizing cargo ships." 

After years of being on the decline, piracy off the coast of Somalia is making a comeback. 

The number of incidents in the Horn of Africa region doubled in 2017 compared to the 

previous year, according to the annual State of Piracy report released by the non-profit One 

Earth Future’s Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) program. Showcasing that pirate groups have 

still retained their ability to organize and attack ships transiting through the region, there 

was an increase in the number of attacks, hijackings, and kidnappings of seafarers. For ships, 

this has meant growing operational costs in rerouting, increasing speed when coming into 

contact with suspicious boats, besides taking out kidnap and ransom insurance as additional 

protection for the ship’s crew. 

The report says that a fall in the number of 

counter-piracy patrols as well as captains 

not being as strict on implementing 

shipping self-protection measures, due to a 

complacency that piracy was becoming a thing of the past, led to a surge in attacks. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 25/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 59

https://qz.com/author/adahirqz/
https://qz.com/author/adahirqz/
http://oceansbeyondpiracy.org/state-maritime-piracy-report-2017
http://oceansbeyondpiracy.org/state-maritime-piracy-report-2017
https://qz.com/664036/piracy-on-the-high-seas-is-on-the-decline-and-so-is-the-anti-piracy-industry/
https://qz.com/664036/piracy-on-the-high-seas-is-on-the-decline-and-so-is-the-anti-piracy-industry/
https://qz.com/664036/piracy-on-the-high-seas-is-on-the-decline-and-so-is-the-anti-piracy-industry/
https://qz.com/664036/piracy-on-the-high-seas-is-on-the-decline-and-so-is-the-anti-piracy-industry/


 

 

In March 2017, that confidence was shattered after pirates successfully hijacked a 

commercial ship for the first time since 2012. The Comoros-flagged oil tanker was lucky 

however—pirates released it days later, after realizing that Somali businessman had hired 

the ship to take oil from Djibouti to the Somali capital, Mogadishu. The new spate of attacks 

has also increased as frustrated Somali fishermen continue to struggle against foreign 

trawlers that outfish them and destroy their equipment during expeditions. Somalia has 

mainland Africa’s longest coastline, yet fishing remains an underdeveloped sector due to 

lack of skills, regulatory frameworks, and efficient tools and fishing gears. And given the high 

unemployment levels, observers expect many young people will continue seeking economic 

opportunities in criminality. 

OBP says there’s need for a wide-

ranging maritime security approach to 

deal with the threats of piracy in the 

region. This is crucial given how 

important the Gulf of Aden is to global 

trade, with thousands of ships crossing 

it every year heading to and from the 

Suez Canal in Egypt. The war in Yemen 

and the geopolitical wrangling that involves several states is also complicating the maritime 

security picture in the region. But a comprehensive safety approach will only work if Somalia 

is fully stable and with a strong 

government that can deal with offshore 

problems onshore. “Piracy is just one 

issue in a complex web affecting 

maritime security,” says Larry Sampler, 

One Earth Future’s president. “Where 

there is good governance, seas are 

safer, coastal communities are 

healthier, and the blue economies grow stronger.” 

https://qz.com/1287522/somali-piracy-and-armed-robbery-off-the-indian-ocean-doubled-

in-2017/ 
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Ethiopia: Investment for Berbera Port Expansion Dropped By 23pc 

Port of Berbera  

By Fasika Tadesse 

The parties made an assessment which 

reduced the amount close to 200 million 

dollars 

DP World and Somaliland Port Authority have reduced the investment for the expansion of 

Berbera Port by 23pc. The price adjustment came into the scene after the update of the 

feasibility study of the project, in which Ethiopia holds a considerable stake. 

The initial pricing was made by a European consulting firm and is estimated to be 260 million 

dollars. Hence, the two parties made the re-assessment that reduced the amount to close 

to 200 million dollars. 

"The re-assessment was amended as the initial one was made a couple of years ago," Abdi 

Abdillah Hassen, deputy manager of Somaliland Ports Authority told Fortune. 

On the port, Ethiopia recently acquired a 19pc stake while the UAE based DP World and 

Somaliland hold a 51pc and 30pc stake, respectively. In the partnership, Ethiopia is 

committed to constructing the 780Km road between the port and Ethiopia's border town of 

Togochale, according to a statement by DP World. 

The existing road was built in 1972, with a financial aid from the European Union (EU), but 

is currently in poor condition. 

The expansion project is planned to lie on 800sqm area in two phases. The first phase, which 

will be executed with a 200 million dollars investment, will sit on 400sqm and can 
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accommodate two vessels at any given time. The expansion includes the construction of 

additional berths. 

The parties have set aside 442 million dollars for the entire expansion and the development 

of other facilities. However, the first phase will get a priority and is expected to be finalized 

by 2020. A company which will undertake the development is expected to be selected by 

June 2018, and the construction is set to be commenced by September 2018, according to 

Ali Ismail Mahamoud, operations manager of the port from DP World. 

"The second phase will follow depending on the need and the efficiency of the first phase," 

said Mahamoud. 

The first phase of the expansion is expected to enable the port facility to hold 150,000 

containers. Upon the completion of the two phases, the capacity of the port will be upscaled 

to serve seven to nine vessels, on average, at any given time. SRG, an Australian based 

company in Victoria and established in 1961, will be the consultant to the expansion project. 

"Ethiopia is expected to commence the construction of the road from the port to Togochale 

before the end of this year," Saad Ali Shire (PhD), minister of Foreign Affairs & International 

Cooperation of Somaliland told Fortune. 

Though Ethiopia holds shares in the port development, details of the proceedings are not 

outlined yet, according to a source close to the project. 

"The construction needs to start once the three parties form a JV company with a legal 

framework," said this source. "So far the detailed agreement among the parties has not 

concluded and the company has not formed." 

The existing old port facility has a 650-meter-long linear wharf. Berbera's facility 

encompasses more than 600-meters with terminals for containers, general cargo, office 

building and other properties. Somaliland Port Authority handles the customs and marine 

services while DP World administers the operations of the port. 

In September 2016 DP World won a 30-year concession, with an automatic 10-year 

extension for the management and development of the port. The terminal is currently 

operating with 800 employees. The vessels it serves are coming from Dubai, China, Oman, 
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India and Yemen. It also receives consignments of grains for humanitarian aid and assistance 

of the World Food Program (WFP) and the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). 

Berbera port currently serves 250 customers a day with an average container stay period of 

6.5 days. DP World works with five container shipping companies, namely Maersk Line, MSC, 

Pacific International Lines (PIL), CMA CGM S.A and Perma Shipping Line. Among the five 

companies, CMA CGM takes the largest share. 

Having an alternative corridor will give a great opportunity to Ethiopia, which had only 1.3 

million metric tonnes of cargo in the 1990's. Out of this, 90pc of it was ferried through ports 

in Eritrea, while the remaining was shipped through Djibouti. After the Ethio-Eritrea war, 

Ethiopia switched its route to Djibouti. 

Since then about 97pc of Ethiopia's import-export cargo is delivered through Djibouti ports 

while two percent and one percent are shipped through Port Sudan and Berbera, 

respectively. Ethiopia planned its import-export loads to be 60pc through Djibouti, 30pc 

through Berbera and 10pc through Port Sudan, which Ethiopia has been using since 2015. 

Before the start of the first edition of the Growth & Transformation Plan (GTP I), which was 

set in 2010 for five years, Ethiopia's import cargo was around 8.5 million metric tonnes and 

export was 600,000 metric tonnes a year. But currently, the imported freight hits 13.5 million 

metric tonnes while the export reaches more than 1.8 million metric tonnes a year. 

In having a stake at Berbera, the national security interest of the country has more weight 

than the commercial interest, according to Mamo Mihretu, an expert on logistics and 

currently working as a program leader for the Ethiopia Trade Logistic Project at World Bank. 

He believes that it will create competitiveness for Ethiopia's export. 

"On top of that, it could have been a solution for the inefficiency at the port of Djibouti," he 

said. "It will also give Ethiopia the power of negotiation on prices as it will sit at the table." 

The project also excites the local business community. Gizeshwork Tessema, managing 

director, Gize Plc Logistics & Shipping, is one of them as she believes that it will bring a great 
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opportunity for transport companies whose businesses were stalled after the 

commencement of the Ethio-Djibouti Railway transportation service. 

"Beyond having alternative corridor and price competitiveness, it will help to retrieve the 

businesses of transport companies," she told Fortune. 

However, she fears that the major shareholder at the port, DP World, might manipulate the 

prices like it has been doing at the Port of Djibouti. 

Along with developing the port, Mamo suggests the government should work on a couple of 

things; integrate port development with inland corridors, form an agency that will oversee 

port ownership and operations, and develop port ownership strategy. 

https://addisfortune.net/articles/investment-for-berbera-port-expansion-dropped-by-

23pc/ 
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Ethiopia: Restoring hope for people displaced by ethnic violence 

23 May 2018  

Aysha with three of her kids at Darolebu, West 

Hararghe Zone. CC BY-NC-ND / ICRC / Alemayehu 

Takele 

Aysha Ibrahim is a mother of ten children who lives in Darolebu district, an area located in 

eastern Ethiopia, where ethnic Oromos and Somalis live alongside one another. The 42-year-

old is among the over 8,433 households displaced by ethnic violence that occurred in 

December 2017. Aysha, who lost her husband as the result of the violence, is one of the 

recipients of emergency assistance provided jointly by the International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) and Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) following the violence. "We lost 

everything we had all of sudden," said Aysha. "Our home, along with our properties, was 

burnt. Our goats were stolen My kids and I were left with nothing. The Red Cross restored 

our hope by fulfilling our immediate needs." In response to the emergency situation, the 

ICRC and ERCS jointly distributed blankets, sleeping mats, woven plastic shelters, jerry cans, 

cooking utensils and soaps to 8,433 displaced people helping an estimated 50,000 family 

members in Hawigudina and Darolebu woredas of West Hararage zone, according to Jean 

Pierre Soumah, an agronomist working for the ICRC. Abdulahi Mulugeta head of a local 

administration (Tao Kebele), said the Red Cross was the first organization to respond to the 

emergency situation. "If it were not for the Red 

Cross, it would have been very difficult for us 

with a limited capacity to mitigate the effects of 

the violence on the displaced people," he added. 

Kedir (center) along with other beneficiaries during 

the distribution of emergency assistance, Korke, West 

Hararghe Zone. CC BY-NC-ND / ICRC / Alemayehu Takele 
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A war on water: one family’s struggle in Somalia 

May 22, 2018 - Imagine turning on a tap and seeing dirty water pour out. What would you 

do? Would you drink it? Would you wash your hands in it? Would you give some to your 

child? Grandmother Fatuma had no choice but to use contaminated water when the source 

got damaged in her village, libaaho, in Somalia . She has twelve children and many 

grandchildren –with no way of finding clean water – she was forced to give it to them too. 

Fatuma’s story is all too common across Somalia where safe water is scarce. Years of conflict, 

recurrent flooding and drought have had a severe impact on the country’s infrastructure. 

It’s left millions of Somalis living in 

extreme poverty and only 45% 

having access to good water 

sources. 

Conflict in Somalia has damaged 

water sources, putting people at risk 

to disease, we're committed to 

rebuilding and constructing water 

sources to keep families safe.  

Without clean water, families like Fatuma’s are put at a huge risk of developing life-

threatening conditions. Diseases such as cholera , which is caused by drinking water 

contaminated with bacteria, claim hundreds of lives every year in Somalia. Women and 

children bear the brunt of these health concerns. Water is an essential step to improving 

living conditions and growing the economy, businesses struggle to survive when water is 

difficult to access. The International Rescue Committee is building and restoring water 

sources across Somalia to ensure more people can keep their families safe. Last year, the IRC 

fixed Iibaaho’s system, providing fresh, clean water to the whole village. “Now my family has 

enough clean water every day,” Fatuma told us. 

https://www.rescue-uk.org/article/war-water-one-familys-struggle-somalia  
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What you need to know about Somali money transfers and 'mysterious bags 

full of cash' flying out of MSP airport  

Thursday May 24, 2018 - By Ibrahim Hirsi 

The worldwide Somali diaspora sends home about $1.3 

billion annually in remittances, with 16 percent of that 

coming from Somali living in the U.S. REUTERS/Steve 

Marcus  

Last week, Minnesota’s legislative auditor 

announced an investigation into allegations that 

some child care providers are defrauding the state’s Child Care Assistance Program, or CCAP, 

which subsidizes the child-care expenses of low-income children and is overseen by the 

Minnesota Department of Human Services. 

The investigation was prompted by a report aired by Fox 9, which alleged that the child care 

providers were illegally obtaining millions of dollars in subsidies by overbilling the state. 

The story didn’t stop there, though. It also suggested a connection between the alleged 

fraud, which centered on child care centers owned and operated by Somali-Americans, and 

“mysterious suitcases filled with cash” flying out of MSP International Airport by couriers 

working for money-transfer shops known as hawala. The story’s main source — a former 

Seattle police detective named Glenn Kerns — alleged that some of that cash was going to 

areas in Somalia controlled by the al-Shabab terrorist group, which would get a cut of the 

money. (At least the “bags full of cash” part was similar to a story done by Seattle TV station 

KING5 two years ago, a report that also relied heavily on Kerns.) 

Since it was aired, the story has gotten a lot of attention, notably from Minnesota 

lawmakers, who proposed legislation seeking to further scrutinize the CCAP and the money-

transfer system. 
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It’s also sparked frustration among members of the Somali community, who accused the 

report of conflating several issues and tainting the reputation of the community. 

Given the long history of the hawala system in Minnesota and its central role in this whole 

story, it seems worthwhile for people to know a little more about it: how it works; where 

the cash comes from; and why it’s transferred in bags: 

OK, first things first: What is hawala and who uses it? 

Hawalas are part of a traditional system of informal banking in Muslim communities — the 

word is derived from the Arabic word for “transfer” — that became popular in Somalia in 

the early 1990s, after civil war broke out. The war led to the collapse of pretty much all major 

government institutions, including the banking system.  

The war also led hundreds of thousands of people to leave Somalia for other countries, 

including the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia and the United Arab Emirates. 

Escaping the war — which decimated much of the country’s economy — didn’t mean 

severing ties with family they left behind, of course, and the hawala system allowed the 

people who lived in the U.S. (and other developed countries) to safely get funds to those 

back in Somalia, and the businesses became popular in cities with large Somali populations. 

In Minnesota, dozens of such businesses have operated inside Somali malls and halal 

markets for nearly three decades now. Some of the main locations of these shops today 

include Minneapolis, St. Paul, Burnsville, St. Cloud and Rochester. 

How does the system work, exactly? 

Say you want to send $100 to a family member in Mogadishu: First, you need to tell the 

recipient which company you plan to use. (There are nearly 20 money transfer companies in 

the Twin Cities). You then need to take your money to the local branch of the business, 

present a photo ID for it to keep a record of what you send and who receives it, and pay a 

fee of $6 for each $100 you send. The money reaches Mogadishu within hours. When it does, 

the recipient gets a text message or a phone call from a local branch notifying him or her to 

come pick up the money. 

How common is the system among Somalis in Minnesota? 
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Very common. Like many immigrant communities, Somalis in Minnesota tend to have many 

family members, relatives and friends who still live in Somalia or other lesser developed 

nations. With the high unemployment rate and the lack of opportunities in some of those 

countries, Somalis in Minnesota often represent a significant source of income for their 

relatives. It’s not uncommon for Somalis in Minnesota to send funds on a monthly basis to 

sustain family members living in other places.      

According to a 2013 study from Oxfam American, an international humanitarian 

organization, the worldwide Somali diaspora sends home about $1.3 billion annually in 

remittances, with 16 percent of that coming from Somali living in the U.S. 

OK, so is it true that people fly out of MSP with suitcases full of cash? 

Absolutely, though that wasn’t always the case. Before 2010, there was no need for couriers 

from the money-transfer companies to transport cash across continents. They simply used 

mainstream financial institutions — Wells Fargo, US Bank, Sunrise Banks and others — to 

transfer the money for the hawala. 

Today, none of these institutions will work with the money-transfer companies, which has 

forced owners of these companies to send the only way they can: by carrying cash in 

suitcases all the way to Dubai or Mogadishu, where most of them are headquartered. 

Are they mysterious?  

Not really. The system has never been a secret. In fact, the reason we know that the money 

is there — and how much of it is going through MSP — is because the couriers for the hawala 

companies have to fill out forms and notify security officials at the airport of exactly how 

much they are carrying and where it’s going.   

Wait, American banks won’t deal with hawala anymore? Why? 

In 2010, two Somali-American women in Minnesota were convicted of sending al-Shabab 

fighters in Somalia $8,600 through the hawala system. In the years that followed the 

conviction, almost all U.S. banks refused to work with the money-transfer companies 

because the U.S. government had begun to put more scrutiny on any bank that works with 

the hawala. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 25/05/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 69

https://www.oxfamamerica.org/static/media/files/somalia-remittance-report-web.pdf
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/static/media/files/somalia-remittance-report-web.pdf


 

 

So people can actually use the hawala system to support terrorists? 

The money-transfer companies aren’t that different than any other financial institution. 

They’re international companies serving millions of clients across the world. That means, 

some people can — and will — try to take advantage to commit wire fraud or provide 

unlawful financing. That said, the system is actually now more secure than it’s ever been. 

Shop operators are required to record the personal information of anyone sending money 

through the system. That wasn’t the case before 2010. 

So what is the connection between Somali-owned child care centers and the money transfer 

companies? 

The short answer is: none. But it’s worth noting a couple of things: First, the U.S. government 

doesn’t know much about the hawala system, even though it’s been around for decades and 

allows thousands of people across the country to allocate funds to their loved ones. To 

remedy that, for the past eight years representatives from the money-wire industry have 

been trying to work with the banks as well as the federal and state governments to find a 

way to improve the system — to no avail. 

Then you have the story of the Somali-owned child care centers. In recent years, these 

businesses have seen increased scrutiny from federal and state agencies, largely because 

some of these centers have been, in fact, involved in fraud. Some owners and operators of 

child care providers have been convicted for stealing government money; others are still 

under investigation. 

That said, there is no evidence directly connecting the money legally flown out of MSP to 

the money obtained from child care subsidy fraud, let alone connecting that money to 

terrorism, which is why many in the community are upset with Fox9. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/May/158279/what_you_need_to_know_about_so

mali_money_transfers_and_mysterious_bags_full_of_cash_flying_out_of_msp_airport.asp

x 
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IOM, Local Officials Host Sports Event to Promote Social Integration 

05/24/18 - Dollow - With generous support from the Peace Building Fund (PBF), the UN 

Migration Agency, IOM, and local authorities in Dollow district hosted a sporting event on 

16 May 2018 as a practical and cost-effective tool to drive social cohesion and durable 

solutions. 

The football tournament was held in the main Dollow stadium in Kabasa and the 300 

participants included internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, members of the host 

community and representatives from the local authority. The IDPs and returnees were 

pitched against the host community. The winning team, Alta - Juba, represented the IDPs 

and returnees. 

Ben Mbaura, a Programme Officer with IOM, said: “The eclectic ensemble of participants 

served to bring together people with diverse backgrounds in order to highlight 

commonalities and bridge cultural and ethnic divides.” 

Prior to the event, IOM distributed sports kits through the local administration, youth 

committees and sports committee. 

Mr. Mohamed Hussein Abdi, the Head of Projects and Humanitarian Liaison Officer in the 

Dollow District Commissioner’s Office shared the vision that they have as local government 

in promoting such events. He said, “As an administration, we recognize that sports help us 

to facilitate social mobilization as well as advocacy for IDPs and returnees acceptance within 

host communities. It is a means of communication and of building valuable social 

connection. Sports have a unique power to attract, mobilize, inspire and generate social 

inclusion and effective citizenship thus reduces youth violence, cultural differences, 

aggression, discrimination and marginalization.” He thanked IOM who helped the local 

administration of Dollow to successfully hold this important sports event. 
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19 year old Mohamed Ali was a striker on the Alta – Juba team. He said, “Sports contribute 

to physical fitness, well-being, self-discipline, and improve social interaction which in turn 

reduces stress, trauma and distress caused by displacement and other hardships.  It is after 

all a healthy alternative to harmful actions, such as drug abuse like chewing Khat and 

somebody who participates in sports will more active concurrently helping others to focus 

on positive things in life, contribute to the development of our community and respect for 

other people. When playing any sport, everyone is the same in the field whether you are 

rich or poor, a soldier or host community member, IDP or returnee. We all play together as 

a team, sports unites us as equally. We won the game and I am so glad.” 

The football tournament was held with the aim of promoting unity, reintegration, social 

cohesion and peaceful co-existence among the displaced, returnees and host community 

populations. It also acted as a strategic interactive dialogue platform in creating rapport and 

trust between the local authority and rest of the population. 

The United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Sports for Development and Peace recognize 

that, by its very nature, sporting is about participation and it promotes inclusion and 

citizenship. Sports provide a platform to learn skills such as techniques that can increase 

opportunities for employment and income earning. Sports can also inculcate discipline, 

confidence and leadership and impart core principles such as tolerance, cooperation and 

respect. Sporting teaches the value of joint collaborative team effort and how to manage 

victory, as well as defeat. When these positive aspects of sports are emphasized, sporting 

can cut across barriers that divide societies, making it a powerful tool to support conflict 

prevention and peace building. 

The next event scheduled to happen in Dollow will be female-dominated activities and 

competitions including preparation and presentation of traditional dishes, attires and 

games. 

Dollow district in Jubaland State of Somalia is located in the North of Gedo region and shares 

a border with Ethiopia. The district hosts large numbers of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 

and returnees from both Kenya and Ethiopia. The large number of IDPs and returnees 

arriving has frequently overwhelmed the local authorities and host communities’ absorptive 

capacity which in some instances has created resource based tensions and conflicts. Through 
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the Midnimo (Unity) project, which is implemented by the IOM and United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) in collaboration with local authorities, local leadership 

capacities to facilitate the sustainable return, recovery, social integration and peaceful co-

existence for these affected populations has improved. This can be exemplified by the 

promotion of government-led and community-driven community wide arts, culture and 

sports events across Jubaland and Somalia. These initiatives have proved to be a catalytic 

approach to create bridges and close the divide between IDPs, returnees and host 

communities. 

http://www.iom.int/news/iom-local-officials-host-sports-event-promote-social-integration 
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The young Somalis recreating Mogadishu's prewar splendour  

A project that uses crowdsourced photos of destroyed buildings to form 3D digital models is 

helping refugees rediscover their roots 

Stephen Buranyi - Wed 23 May 2018 07.00 BST Last modified on Wed 23 May 2018 

10.19 BST  

A fishing harbour in 

Mogadishu. ‘You hear such nice 

stories about the city, but I 

couldn’t see the things my 

parents saw,’ says one Somali-

Italian architect.  

Five years ago, Yusuf Shegow 

visited the ruins of the once-

grand Al-Uruba hotel overlooking the Indian Ocean on Mogadishu’s waterfront. His 

grandfather had worked at a nearby hotel in the 1970s, and shared stories with Shegow of 

the diplomats and dignitaries who stayed there on frequent visits to the country then known 

as the “Switzerland of Africa”. 

After decades of civil war, Al-Uruba’s arched windows and white plaster facade were in 

tatters. The entire fourth floor was gone, levelled by mortar fire.  

For Shegow, a recent graduate of the Manchester School of Architecture, “buildings were an 

education” that taught him about a country he left for the UK when he was a child. They 

connected him to the stories of his parents and grandparents. “There were roads and 

buildings as good as anywhere else,” he says. “It could have been one of the biggest cities in 

Africa.” 
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Mogadishu was once a flourishing 

economic and cultural capital but 

much of its architectural heritage has 

been obliterated by war.  

Shegow is the founder of Somali 

Architecture, a project that digitally 

recreates buildings and 

monuments from Mogadishu’s 

prewar age, presenting a positive 

vision of a city that was once a flourishing economic and cultural capital – and could be again. 

Their work includes an ambitious set of 3D digital models of prominent buildings now largely 

destroyed, created by Shegow after years of archival research. There’s also a popular 

Instagram account featuring hundreds of images of the city’s former grandeur.  

“By focusing on how the city used to be, we’re also asking where the city is going now,” he 

says. He hopes the 3D models could serve as a guide for future development, reminding 

planners of the city’s architectural heritage. 

Shegow’s project is only the latest 

initiative that uses digital 

technology to preserve and 

recreate the architectural 

splendour of the past. A project 

inspired by the late Syrian activist 

Bassel Khartabil and supported by 

the Institute of Digital 

Archaeology (IDA) and Unesco 

had volunteers take 3D 

photographs of Palmyra before it fell to Islamic State fighters in 2015. The ancient city’s Arch 

of Triumph was subsequently rebuilt off-site based on 3D models created by the database 

of images, with oversight from the director of the Palmyra museum. 
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The Cityscape: get the best of Guardian Cities delivered to you every week, with just-

released data, features and on-the-ground reports from all over the world  

According to Roger Michel, director of the IDA, the purpose of these projects transcends 

restoration, building up communities and involving people in a shared cultural history. 

“These models are useful in bringing things back from the past for scholarship and 

restoration, but they become monuments in their own right,” Michel says. 

Some find it difficult to 

reconcile fond recollections of 

Mogadishu with modern 

images of ruined buildings.  

The Somali project does 

not have the benefit of 3D 

cameras; the damage in 

Mogadishu is already done. 

Shegow and his team rely heavily on archival and crowdsourced photographs. An appeal for 

such images has drawn responses from across the vast global Somali diaspora, estimated to 

be over a million people. Most left the country in the war-torn 1990s.  

Madina Scacchi, an Italian-Somali architect based in Rome, has never set foot in Somalia. 

She found it difficult to reconcile her parents’ fond recollections of their lives in Mogadishu 

with modern images of ruined buildings. “You hear such nice stories about Mogadishu, but 

I couldn’t see the things my parents saw,” she says. “All you see is destruction.” 

Scacchi found Somali Architecture’s 

Instagram account through a 

Canadian-Somali friend. Intrigued 

by the 3D models, she contacted 

Shegow, eventually joining the 

team as a volunteer. For her, the 

project provides “a way to feel less 

separation” from her roots. 
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This energising of young Somalis comes at a time of tentative hope for the city and the 

country. While government forces regained full control of Mogadishu in 2012, terror attacks 

remain a serious threat. Last October’s truck bomb by Islamist extremists killed more than 

500 people and dented confidence that stability was returning.  

A fisherman carries a sailfish 

past buildings destroyed in the 

warfare.  

But Somalis who fled 

violence and drought in past 

decades continue to arrive 

home from around the 

world. In recent years China 

and the US have re-established diplomatic posts in Somalia, while the UK constructed an 

embassy in Mogadishu, all preludes to what the country hopes will be a return of foreign 

investment – and a ramping up of reconstruction. 

“The diaspora are coming back now, and we need a cohesive idea of where the city is going,” 

Shegow says. Scacchi fears that the building happening now in Mogadishu is not informed 

by an appreciation of the city’s rich architectural history. “In our modest way, we are trying 

to change that,” she says. 

The group is currently preparing to show their work at architectural forums, while building 

their network of contributors. They are still hundreds of buildings short of a city. “My 

grandfather’s hotel, the Juba, I want to model that,” says Shegow. “But there just aren’t 

enough images. Not yet.”  

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/may/23/the-young-somalis-recreating-

mogadishu-pre-war-glory 
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IJF send judo equipment to Somalia in bid to bring peace 

By Thomas Giles - Wednesday, 23 May 2018 

The International Judo Federation 

(IJF) have sent judo uniforms to 

children in war-torn Somalia in an 

effort to promote peace in the African 

country. 

The IJF sent 20 competition judogi, 50 

training judogi and 150 children's 

judogi to help youngsters get into 

competitive judo, a gesture which was well received by the Somali Judo Federation (SJF). 

General secretary of the SJF Mohamoud Ibrahim Hassan said: "For us, it is so important. 

"It shows that we are strongly supported by our international federation. 

"With that help, we will be able to start our training programme and get ready to participate 

in world competitions in the future. 

"Due to the difficult situation in the region, it has not been easy to organise the sport but 

today, the federation is happy to say that there are already a few clubs in the country. 

"They still need to be structured and developed but this is a very good first step. 

"The judogi received from the IJF will be of great help." 
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Judo demonstrations have recently 

taken place in the Somali capital 

Mogadishu ©IJF 

SJF President Jurshe Abdullahi 

Mohamed said the anarchic 

nature of the country's 

Government in recent times 

made it difficult for previous 

generations to get into the sport, but he believes they now have the chance thanks to the 

IJF's help. 

"There are a huge number of Somali young people who are interested in our sport," he said. 

"So far they could not really practice but this time we will let them know that it's possible 

and we will let their dream happen. 

"After a long period of war and anarchy in Somalia, there are so many generations who 

missed the possibility to practice sport and have fun doing it. 

"We will offer them that chance. "The federation is now looking for new judoka to come join 

the judo family. 

"As the federation representatives underlined, this donation is really the starting point of a 

new adventure. "There is already a good number of young children who are interested in 

the activity. "The first demonstrations that were organised showed a massive interest. 

"Somalis do like judo." Despite the unstable nature of Somalia, a judo demonstration was 

recently organised at a stadium in the country's capital Mogadishu. 

The federation hope this will be the first step in developing more Judo for Peace activities in 

the future. 

https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1065388/ijf-send-judo-equipment-to-somalia-in-

bid-to-bring-peace 
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Kedir Ahmed,* a father of three children, is a resident of an area called Korke within 

Hawigudina woreda. He also benefitted from the help provided to the displaced people. "We 

do not get cold anymore as we now have a plastic roof over our head and blankets to use. 

We are no longer thirsty as we have jerry cans to fetch water. Thanks for those who gave it 

to us. If it was not for the (the providers), our life would have been miserable," said Kedir. 

The ICRC, together with ERCS, has also planned to distribute farming tools and seeds to the 

same number of households affected by the violence in June this year (to be used in the next 

Meher season). This assistance (tools and seeds) to the members of the community is aimed 

at restoring their livelihoods. Ethnic Oromos and Somalis in areas along the border between 

the two regions, who are mainly agro-pastoralist communities, have often been involved in 

violence linked to the land suitable for grazing and cultivation, as well as access to water 

point. The violence has left hundreds of people 

dead and as many as 700,000 others displaced, 

according to official figures. 

People displaced by ethnic violence receive essential 

household items from the ICRC and the ERCS, 

Hawigudina, West Hararghe Zone. CC BY-NC-ND / 

ICRC / Andrea Minetti 

In its economic security program in Ethiopia, the ICRC, in partnership with the ERCS, provides 

assistance mainly to people affected by inter-communal clashes, as well as engaging in 

dialogue with relevant authorities to sensitize them as to the needs of displaced people and 

about efforts to protect health centres and allow the circulation of ambulances transporting 

the sick or wounded. 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ethiopia-restoring-hope-people-displaced-ethnic-

violence 
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