
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Union Training Mission 

Somalia 

 

 

PRESS SUMMARY 

11th June 2018 

 

“In ‘Media’ stat virtus” 



 

 

 

International Partners welcome results of National Security Council Meeting 

in Baidoa 

 

Muqdisho June 08, 2018 —The United Nations, African Union, European Union, Inter-

Governmental Authority on Development, Ethiopia, Italy, Norway, Sweden, the United 

Kingdom and the United States welcome the significant outcomes of the June 3-5 National 

Security Council meeting in Baidoa, capital of South West State. 

International partners commend the leaders of the Federal Government of Somalia, Federal 

Member States, Benadir region, and represented ministries for reaching key agreements on 

the Transition Plan, revenue sharing, and the electoral model for the 2020 one-person, one-

vote elections, and they urge accelerated implementation of these agreements. Building 

consensus on these and other critical issues provide the basis for further progress, including 

the conclusion of the Constitutional review process and defining the Somali federal model, 

and set the stage for a constructive Somalia Partnership Forum, which the Federal 

Government of Somalia, the European Union and Sweden will co-host in Brussels on June 25 

and 26. 

As Somalia enters a new phase in its relations with international financial institutions, its 

partners encourage Somalia’s leaders to continue working in the spirit of unity. 

http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/06/08/46360/  
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Somaliland: What Transpired in an Anti-Somaliland Meeting Held in Baidoa 

Chaired by President Farmajo and Occasioned by Somalia Regional Blocks? 

06/11/2018  

Somalilandsun: According to information 

filtering from a rendezvous confirm that the 

Federal Government of Somalia and her 

administered region of Puntland held an 

anti- Somaliland conference in the town of 

Baidoa South west region of Somalia. 

Information reaching the Horn Newspaper 

from reliable sources concur that the closed door meeting agenda was Somaliland and the 

recent skirmishes in Tukaraq. During the meeting journalists were kept at an arm length. 

The president of Jubaland Sheikh Ahmed Madobe advised that they should come up with a 

unitary decision against Somaliland. 

The Puntland president Mr.Abdiweli Ali Gaas who also spoke at the meeting stated that the 

Tukaraq war and Somaliland Military forces have exerted maximum pressure on people who 

ply the Lasanod/Garowe route. He went on to say that the Somaliland armed forces have 

exerted pressure on the people of Lasanod who have the same ideology like the people of 

Garowe. He added that time had come for Somaliland to be attacked using all means 

possible political, economical and even physical and called on the Federal government to 

lead the war. The Puntland president revealed that Somaliland has political connections with 

some rogue politicians in Garowe trying to sabotage Puntland’s interests. He added that the 

clique of [politicians want to support some politicians who are in favor of Somaliland to run 

for political seats in Puntland. 

The South West region of Somalia president Shariff Hassan Sheikh Adam who hoisted the 

meeting called on a line of communication should be established with Somaliland and it 

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/06/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 2

http://www.somalilandsun.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/image-15.jpeg
http://www.somalilandsun.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/image-15.jpeg


 

 

should be asked to withdraw her armed forces from Tukaraq and if Somaliland refuses to 

comply he said then a decision should be reached. He advised all to go slow on the current 

state of affairs because Puntland is holding an election whilst her economy is in tatters. 

Federal government of Somalia president Mr.Farmajo stated that to defeat Somaliland all 

and sundry should unite. He advised the Puntland president Mr.Gaas to support Somalia 

foreign policy instead of going alone for instance he cited the Gulf States conflict as an 

example of where Puntland has deviated. 

At last the Somalia government was shouldered the responsibility to start a war against 

Somaliland from different fronts political, economical, military and diplomatic to name a few 

of the clandestine ant-Somaliland agenda put forward. The participants of the meeting 

called on Somalia government to exert influence on the US and UN to pressurize Somaliland 

to withdraw her armed forces from Tukaraq. 

The meeting was attended by the president of Somalia Mr.Mohammed Abdillahi alias 

Farmajo who was flanked by his Prime Minister Mr.Hassan Khayre, president of the different 

Somalia provinces and some rogue politicians from Somaliland graced the event. 

Before going to press we contacted a Somaliland politician in Baidoa who did not want his 

name mentioned and asked about the meeting deliberations he refused to divulge details. 

One of the points from the meeting states that Puntland should be supported with arms to 

fight back Al-shabab. However political commentators in the Horn region underscored this 

as legalizing Puntland to receive the arms Somalia receives from international arm dealers. 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/06/11/somalilandwhat-transpired-in-an-anti-

somaliland-meeting-held-in-baidoa-chaired-by-president-farmajo-and-occasioned-by-

somalia-regional-blocks/ 
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Creating an enduring constitution for Somalia: a roadmap for the review 

process  

Saturday June 9, 2018  

Women adorned in Somali flags celebrate 

Somalia’s Independence Day at Konis 

stadium in Mogadishu on July 1, 2013, 

markiing 53 years since the Southern 

regions of Somalia gained independence 

from Italy and joined with the Northern 

region of Somaliland to create Somalia. AU 

UN IST PHOTO / TOBIN JONES. 

The process of drafting a federal constitution for Somalia dates back to 2004 when a Federal 

Charter and a federal system of governance were adopted in Kenya. The Transitional Charter 

mandated the formation of an independent commission that would prepare a new federal 

constitution in two and half years. However, the commission was only formed two years 

later, in 2006, by the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) president, Abdullahi Yusuf. 

The Independent Federal Constitution Commission (IFCC) produced the first draft 

constitution in July 2010. An additional 9-member Committee of Experts (CoE) was 

established alongside the IFCC in 2011, and the two commissions organized constitution 

conferences in Garowe (twice) and Gaalkacyo, and presented a Harmonized Draft 

Constitution in April 2012 to the six signatories of the 2011 Roadmap – TFG leaders President 

Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, Prime Minister Abdiweli M. Ali, Speaker Sharif Hassan Sheikh 

Aden, Puntland President Abdirahman M Farole, Galmudug President Mohamed Ahmed Alin 

and Abdulkadir Moallim Nur of Ahlu Sunna Wal Jamaaca. 

However, a Technical Review Committee formed by the signatories revisited the constitution 

in Addis Ababa and Nairobi without the presence of IFCC and CoE members, and the 
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signatories endorsed the constitution. Many Somalis believe that the current 2012 

Provisional Constitution is the product of the Addis Ababa and Nairobi review meetings. The 

IFCC and CoE were subsequently dissolved by a decree and the protocol establishing the 

National Constituent Assembly (NCA), among others, was signed in Nairobi. On August 2012, 

825 Constituent Assembly endorsed the 2012 Provisional Constitution. 

As many issues were left unresolved, a new phase of a constitutional review started in 2012. 

The provisional constitution mandated a parliamentary oversight committee and an 

independent review commission to finalize the constitution. The Independent Constitutional 

Review and Implementation Commission (ICRIC) – which was formed in June 2014 — and 

the parliamentary Oversight Committee fell short of expectations for various reasons 

including insufficient resources, a limited timeframe, political instability and absenteeism of 

its members. The two commissions, however, hastily reviewed the constitution in the last 

months of the mandate of the 9th parliament [2016] and submitted to parliament a revised 

version which included options on some of the more contentious issues. The Parliament, in 

turn, delegated the mandate of finalizing the constitution to the current 10th parliament. 

Contested and technical issues 

The content of the constitution which is under review is divided into two main categories: 

technical review and contested political issues. Parliamentary review is sufficient for the 

resolution of the technical issues. The parliament, especially the oversight committee with 

the support of the ICRIC, should prioritize reviewing the technical issues thoroughly. 

The second category of the review process involves the contested and unresolved political 

issues. The practice of a federal system in Somalia requires prior consent and agreement on 

a number of political issues. These include the powers and responsibilities of the federal 

government and regional states, the share of fiscal and natural resources, the judiciary 

model, the status of Mogadishu, the powers of the president and prime minister, and the 

representations and mandates of the two chambers of the federal parliament. 

The review commissions cannot decide these matters without a prior consent of the political 

stakeholders. Agreement over these contested issues is the most complex and difficult part 

of the constitutional review. There has not been a clear platform for initiating the discussion 
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on these issues. The role of different institutions intended to spearhead the review process 

could not be agreed upon by the relevant entities. 

Overlapping institutions 

Although the constitution mandates the Oversight Committee and ICRIC to review the 

Provisional Constitution, there are many existing institutions responsible for constitutional 

affairs at both federal and state levels. The federal government has three constitution 

entities: the Ministry of Constitutional Affairs, the Independent Constitutional Review and 

Implementation Commission, and the parliamentary Oversight Committee. 

There have been numerous clashes and deadlocks between the Ministry of Constitutional 

Affairs and the constitution review commissions over their respective mandates and roles in 

the review process, which has resulted in delays. The commissions and the Ministry 

separately organized a number of consultation conferences in Mogadishu and the regional 

capitals. Notwithstanding that a Memorandum of Understanding was recently [2018] signed 

by the three federal-level constitution institutions, the rift among the institutions is not 

genuinely resolved. 

Furthermore, there are state-level interests to be considered. Regional states – Puntland, 

Jubaland, SouthWest, Galmudug, and Hirshabelle – all have ministries responsible for 

constitutional matters. Accommodating all these overlapping institutions is going to be 

challenging. In mid-May, for example, Jubaland refused to take part the launch of the 

National Constitutional Convention in Mogadishu. 

Somali ownership 

Another major challenge that could explain in part why Somalia is yet to have a permanent 

constitution is that the constitution-making and review processes were funded primarily by 

international donors. Millions of dollars were spent on the Provisional Constitution since the 

process began more than a decade ago. 

The lack of Somali policymakers’ interest in investing in the federal constitution combined 

with the international community’s determination to contribute to the design of it, has 

ensured that the review process remains an endless mission. Indeed, the creation of many 
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constitution institutions and the conflict among them can be partly explained by the 

continuing availability of donor funds for the process. 

It is, however, to be commended that the current federal government has for the first time 

allocated funds — $3 million this year — from the national budget for the constitution 

review process. If disbursed and managed properly, the government budget would be 

sufficient for the review. Financial support and involvement of the international community 

should continue and perhaps be aligned with the later stages of the review process, — the 

public outreach and nationwide plebiscite. 

Roadmap for the constitutional review process  

Somali citizens need a constitution that responds to their political, economic and social 

interests. The constitution-making and review process has dragged on long enough and 

continues to present an obstacle to the building of state institutions and the delivery of 

better social services to the public. 

To ensure that the results of the Somali constitution review processes endure, five steps 

have to be taken seriously by the relevant stakeholders. 

First, the parliamentary Oversight Committee and the ICRIC should prioritize reviewing the 

technical issues of the constitution, which make up the majority of the matters which need 

to be resolved. Most of these technical issues have previously been examined in detail, and 

it should not be difficult to produce a second revision and assessment for parliamentary 

review and approval.  If the technical issues were addressed, it might provide the 

momentum to move forward with recommendations on the more contentious political 

issues. 

Second, the incumbent Council of Ministers of the Federal Government of Somalia should 

reach out the key political stakeholders including the leaders of the federal states, politicians 

and interest groups for discussing the contentious political issues. A national forum could be 

launched for this purpose, with subcommittees to deliberate on such issues as the powers 

of the president and prime minister, the powers of the two chambers of the federal 

parliament, the responsibilities and powers of the federal government and states, the share 

of fiscal resources, the judiciary model, the share of natural resources and the status of 
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Mogadishu. Each of these issues should be discussed and agreed by the political 

stakeholders in a specified timeframe. The constitution commissions could then prepare 

summary statements in the form of constitutional articles for presentation to the public. 

Third, once the technical issues are fixed and the contentious issues are agreed upon by the 

political stakeholders, the harmonized draft constitution should be presented to the public, 

both to educate them and to seek their input. This is the stage where the Ministry of 

Constitutional Affairs and the regional constitution ministers would take a leading role. A 

vigorous public outreach program and creative methods to record and synthesize the public 

voice should be designed in advance. 

Fourth, the draft constitution — with the input of the public — should be presented to the 

two chambers of Parliament for their temporary approval. It would remain as a draft until a 

nationwide plebiscite was held that would give the constitution more legitimacy. However, 

it would be much better than the current blurred provisional constitution. 

Finally, a national constitutional plebiscite would depend on two things: (i) an answer to the 

Somaliland question, and (ii) the state of security of the country. However, this important 

exercise would give more legitimacy to a constitution that was reviewed in an inclusive 

process. 

Given the planned 2020-21 elections and the need to establish properly functioning 

institutions, the constitutional review roadmap outlined here require committed leadership 

whose sole interest is to produce a constitution that responds to the interests of the general 

public and gains its approval in a legitimate and inclusive process. 

Somali (http://somalipublicagenda.com/sida-dastuur-waara-loogu-sameyn-karo-soomaaliya/ ) 

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/jun/158541/creating_an_enduring_constitution_for_

somalia_a_roadmap_for_the_review_process.aspx 
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Banadir Regional Administration Demolished Piazza Libera building  

June 10, 2018 - Mayor of Mogadishu and the Governor of Banadir Region Mr. Abdirahman 

Omar Osman (Eng. Yarisow) has today ordered the destruction of the Piazza Libera building 

in Ceelgaab area. 

The mayor said “the administration has given notices for the owners of the premises that 

the land belongs to the public and that they were suppose to vacate the area but they failed 

to do so. 

The mayor of Mogadishu has already dismissed the demolishing of this site for further 

investigations to be done.  Following the orders of the President and the Prime Minister, the 

mayor of Mogadishu today issued the piazza building to be demolished. 

Chairman Eng. Yarisow said: “We have stopped this building to be demolish for a time, and 

after a long investigation, it has emerged that it was a public land and illegally used for 

individual interests. 

Also after a consultation with the President and the Prime Minister we decided that 

government will not allow public lands to be used for individual interests without the legal 

system of the government. 

Eng. Yarisow also sent a message to all residents that currently used public lands, such as 

parks and government buildings, to quickly disable their properties and who ever disregard 

this order, which will be destroyed in any illegal installation and no concern consumption on 

the government. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/banadir-regional-administration-demolished-piazza-libera-

building/ 
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Galmudug Seventh Parliament session opens Today  

June 9, 2018 - The seventh Galmudug Parliament session has today officially opened by the 

Galmudug Deputy President Mohamed Hashi Abdi. 

The opening of the seventh session of parliament in Galmudug was attended by the Speaker 

of the Galmudug, ministers of parliament, and various civil society groups. 

The agenda of the seventh session of the parliament was to sworn in two new members of 

the parliament’s assembly in Galmudug and the speaker of the parliament and the president 

of Galmudug to give their views. 

Ali Gacal Casir, the Speaker of the Galmudug Parliament, spoke on the controversy over the 

disagreement between the Galmudug leaders and said that it is necessary for the people to 

re unite to the administration. 

“The people and the parliament have to be united and work together. The development of 

Galmudug is in need for the unity of Galmudug people. Galmudug have always to remain 

positive and to solve everything in togetherness. 

Galmudug’s Deputy President Mohammed Abdi Hashi also requested the Djibouti 

agreement to be brought to the Parliament to ratify what you know is not going to happen 

and it is necessary to approve the agreement and submit it to parliament.” 

In the last days Galmudug leaders have disagreements with Ahlu-sunna forces on an 

agreement they made in Djibouti. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/galmudug-seventh-parliament-session-opens-today/ 
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Agendas of the Seventh Galmudug Parliament session  

June 10, 2018 - The seventh Galmudug parliament session which was officially opened 

yesterday was held at Adado, the capital of Galmudug, with a total of 39 members on the 

forum. 

Galmudug Vice President Mohamed Hashi Abdi and the Speaker of the Parliament Ali Gacal 

Casir have long sought to the need of unity and solidarity with leaders and communities in 

Galmudug. 

Goobjoog News contacted Adado to find out why the 46 members didn’t attend the session 

to complete the forum and what are the agendas of the 7th parliamentary session in 

Galmudug. 

Yusuf Mohamud an Mp in the session said “that the total numbers of the members of 

parliament in Adado are 49, but yesterday’s 39 of the members attended the session which 

was opening and will not be considered, but they must return to the parliament to work on 

the coming days. 

Goobjoog News also asked Garaad MPs for the agenda to address the Galmudug 

parliamentarians in the 7th Session, 

Garad said “We demanded that the Djibouti Agreement in Galmudug and Ahlu Sunna should 

be submitted to the parliament, and we will also discuss the bill for workers, local 

government and Galmudug budget.” 

Garad Yusuf Mohamud, finally said “they are monitoring the federal government by 

requesting that the vice president be brought to the attention of Galmudug.” 

That the parliament will convene in Adado should be without Ahlu-Sunna, which are less 

than to former Galmudug parliamentarians. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/agendas-of-the-seventh-galmudug-parliament-session/  
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Farmajo Puts ‘Operation Lightning Strike’ Underway to Hit Somaliland 

Positions on Eid Day 

June 10, 2018 - The Federal President of Somalia, Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo, put a well-

orchestrated military plan his commanders dubbed ‘Operation Lightning Strike’  in full gear 

sending armament, ammunition, and trained troops to the battlefront with the Republic of 

Somaliland in the last two to three days – and still on. 

Planes were seen being loaded with crates upon crates containing millions of rounds of 

ammunition, disassembled heavy artillery, mortars and spare parts on the Halane side of the 

Adan Adde International airport of Mogadishu. Convoys of mechanized troops traveling by 

land were also reported. 

Boarding the planes in an ordered fashion, fully-equipped military units estimated at a total 

of 600-1000 men, who had been trained at the Turkish base and elsewhere at the many 

other foreign-supported training grounds in and around Mogadishu, have also been 

identified in line with points 1.5 and 1.6 of the recently concluded security council meeting 

of the FGS and the Somalia Federal states in Baidoa. 

#OperationLightningStrike is planned to open multi-fronts on the Somaliland army currently 

in defensive positions near Tukkaraq village of Sool. The two armies of Somaliland and 

Puntland, fronting for Somalia, clashed in the area several times before with the latter 

suffering heavy casualties. 

The unabashed, openly waged campaigns on the Puntland side crying for clan support seems 

to be paying it dividends with the ill-concealed military, morale, and material support 

President Farmajo, who belongs to the same clan as Gass of Puntland, is ferrying nonstop to 

Garowe and adjacent airstrips. 

Very confidential sources who had witnessed the loading of commissioned planes have 

come to know that Somalia planned to put all its might behind a blitz offensive against 
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Somaliland positions on Eid day or immediately after or before it. The plan is to penetrate 

the Somaliland defenses from several directions and to smuggle arms and ammunition into 

Las Anod city in order to try to capture the town from within so to isolate the frontline 

positions of the Somaliland army. 

Somalia, of recent, did not conceal its ambitions and claims against its erstwhile partner in 

the ill-fated political union of 1960, denying the fact that Somaliland joined its younger 

partner as a fully-fledged, sovereign, internationally recognized state with a constitution, 

functioning parliament and a ministerial council in place. 

Somaliland restored its lost independence in 1991 on an all-clan resolution at Burao and had 

since then been on its own for these past 27 years building a modern, very democratic, fully 

functioning state so commended by the international community. 

The international community started to open a dialogue between the two sides in 2012 but 

had not had the drive or the commitment to see it through. The talks petered off eventually 

after Somalia started to disdainfully violate agreed parameters one after the other. 

Unchecked and unreprimanded, it has now come to a stage where Somali is once more 

starting another civil strife, not unlike that of the 1980s between Somaliland fighters and the 

southern-dominated military regime of Siyad Barre which ended in his ignominious deposal 

in January 1991. 

Political analysts accuse Farmajo and his kinsman Gass of embarking on a revenge political 

and military offensive against the more successful, peaceful enclave that is the Republic of 

Somaliland. 

Somaliland is not very confident that an international community which previously failed to 

check the excesses of Somalia in failing the talks can come up with a meaningful resistance 

or even expose it now that the FGS’s Farmaajo is openly arming Puntland and sending it 

troops all belonging to one clan. 

On the other hand, many Somalians across a wide political spectrum are increasingly 

becoming disturbed and uncertain of where President Farmajo’s disoriented leadership is 

taking them. 
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Not only in remote areas are the AMISOM and the US troops battling Al shabaab but 

Mogadishu, itself is witnessing a revival of street fights with hitherto sleeping cells of an 

emboldened insurgency. 

This despite an estimated 80 000 to 100 000 troops – registered and unregistered – since 

the Kenyan and Ethiopian presence is known to swell with unknown numbers as their 

respective commands deem necessary. 

The picture below where President Farmaajo, himself, is frisked by AMISOM foot soldiers at 

the gate of the Hallane compound, near the international airport, where the international 

community lives and works starkly, portrays Somalia’s current situation. 

 

http://www.somtribune.com/2018/06/10/farmajo-puts-operation-lightning-strike-

underway-to-hit-somaliland-positions-on-eid-day/ 
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Somali forces launch extensive military operation in southeast country 

on: June 09, 2018 

Security forces of Somalia’s southern Federal State of Southwest have launched a massive 

military operation in the rural areas around Hudur, the regional capital of Bakool, Somali 

Shabelle Radio reported on Saturday. 

Local officials said the ongoing operation was aimed at wiping out the Al-Shabaab militants 

from their remaining pockets in the city’s outskirts. 

The move came following a series of Al-Shabaab attacks on military bases belonging to 

Somali and AMISOM troops in Bay and Bakol regions in the past few weeks, which led to 

heavy casualties. 

On Friday, Al-Shabaab attacked American forces near Kismayo city, the interim seat of 

Jubbaland, killing one U.S. soldier and wounding four others. 

http://www.theportal-center.com/2018/06/somali-forces-launch-extensive-military-

operation-in-southeast-country/ 
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Suicide car bomb in Somalia injures seven soldiers 

MOGADISHU (Reuters) - A suicide car bomb explosion at a military base in Somalia injured 

seven soldiers late Saturday, a military official said, and Islamist group al Shabaab claimed 

responsibility for the attack.  

Al Shabaab fights to topple Somalia’s western-backed central government and impose its a 

rule based on its own strict interpretation of Islam’s Sharia law. Major Hussein Ali, a Somali 

military officer told Reuters the attack took place at a military base just outside the town of 

Kismayu in Southern Somalia.  

“We fired (at) the suicide car bomb before it entered the base. It exploded outside the base. 

Only seven Somali soldiers were injured,” Ali said. The assault was on the same base where 

a U.S. soldier was killed in an attack late on Friday.  

Al Shabaab claimed responsibility for the Saturday attack and said they killed 40 Somali 

soldiers.  

“We killed 40 Somali soldiers in the base,” Abdiasis Abu Musab, al Shabaab’s military 

operations spokesman, told Reuters.  

Al Shabaab is also fighting to drive out African Union mandated peace keeping force 

AMISOM.  

“The foreign forces ran away from the base this morning because we attacked them on 

Friday. We targeted the Somali forces who were in the base,” he added.  

Abdullahi Ismail, a resident in the area where the attack occurred told Reuters he saw five 

casualties being taken to a local hospital.  

https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-somalia-security/suicide-car-bomb-in-somalia-injures-

seven-soldiers-idUKKCN1J6016?rpc=401&  
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Somali forces kill 25 Al-Shabaab fighters in southern Somalia  

June 10, 2018 - According to the defense forces media, the forces of Jubbaland and 

international partners are said to have killed 25 Al Shabaab militants in the port city of 

Sanguuni, 50km from the port city of Kismayo. 

The division 43 army commander, Ismail Saxaradiid, speaking to the radio station, said it was 

a successful operation in Baar sanguuni area, noting that the operation was co-ordinate by 

the National Army and international partners. 

The commander adding that “the Somali  national Army getting support from the American 

forces have attacked sanguuni town from two different directions and we took over the 

town with weapons and military equipment left by Al-Shabaab fighters” 

He also said “that the operation done by Somali government soldiers in support from the 

the international partners have captured 35 Al-Shabaab fighters and took over the control 

of the town.” 

Al-shabab figters have killed one and wounded four American soldiers on last Friday at 

sanguuni attack. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/somali-forces-kill-25-al-shabaab-fighters-in-southern-

somalia/ 
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Shabaab targets base where US soldier died with suicide bombing 

By Caleb Weiss | June 9th, 2018 | weiss.caleb2@gmail.com | @Weissenberg7  

One day after a deadly attack on a joint US-Kenyan-Somali base in southern Somalia, 

Shabaab again targeted the base today with a suicide car bomb. This time, Somali authorities 

reported that forces within the base were able to kill the driver, which caused the detonation 

of the vehicle before it was able to get close to the base perimeter and inflict serious 

damage. 

According to local sources, only one Somali soldier was injured after the base’s defenders 

thwarted the car bomb. Additionally, Somali military officials reported that two militants, 

the driver and a passenger, were killed. 

Shabaab, via its Shahada News Telegram channel, claimed the suicide bombing killed “more 

than 50 members of the government’s militias” in the attack. However, Shabaab is known 

to inflate numbers when attacks do not go as planned for the jihadist group. 

The suicide car bombing comes just a day after a deadly assault on the same base in which 

one US Special Forces soldier was killed. Four other US personnel, and one Somali special 

forces member, were also wounded. 

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/06/shabaab-targets-base-where-us-

soldier-died-with-suicide-bombing.php 
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One US special operations member killed, several wounded in attack in 

Somalia 

By: Shawn Snow  

A security team watches over a C-130J May 26, 2017, 

during a cargo mission in Somalia, in support of 

Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. (Master Sgt. 

Russ Scalf/Air Force) 

One U.S. special operations member was killed and four others were wounded in an attack 

by al-Shabab militants Friday in southern Somalia. 

A partner force service member also was wounded in the attack in Jubaland, Somalia, U.S. 

Africa Command announced Friday. 

One of the four wounded U.S. troops received sufficient medical care in the field, while the 

three others and the wounded partner force member were medically evacuated, AFRICOM 

said. 

The combined force of Somali, Kenyan and American troops came under mortar and small-

arms fire about 2:45 p.m. local time.  

About 800 Somali and Kenyan forces were conducting a multi-day operation about 220 miles 

southwest of Mogadishu when the attack occurred, AFRICOM said. 
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Their goal was to “clear al-Shabab from contested areas, liberate villages from al-Shabab 

control, and establish a permanent combat outpost designed to increase the span of Federal 

Government of Somalia security and governance,” AFRICOM said in its statement. 

The U.S. troops were providing advice, assistance and aerial surveillance during the mission. 

The American troops were supported by an armed drone, according to the New York Times.  

SITE Intelligence Group, a think tank that monitors militant and terror organizations, said al-

Shabab had claimed responsibility for a “fierce attack” on a joint U.S.-Somali outpost near 

Kismayo.  

The establishment of the outpost and presence of U.S. forces sheds some light on an 

otherwise shadowy mission by U.S. special operations forces in the region. 

Last October, four U.S. soldiers were killed in an ambush in Niger. That attack threw the 

spotlight on U.S. military activities in Africa, which had largely been kept under wraps. 

U.S. Africa Command officials have routinely told Military Times that the U.S. footprint in 

Somalia hovers around 500 troops, but that hasn’t slowed U.S. efforts in targeting al-Shabab 

militants. 

In this Feb. 17, 2011, file photo, hundreds of newly 

trained al-Shabab fighters perform military 

exercises in the Lafofe area some 18 km south of 

Mogadishu, in Somalia. (Farah Abdi 

Warsameh/AP)"/>  

On June 2, a U.S. airstrike outside the northern 

coastal city of Bosasso on the Somali terror 

group killed 27 fighters. 

And last Thursday, a strike outside Mogadishu killed 12 fighters. 

Military officials with AFRICOM have estimated al-Shabab’s size to be roughly 3,000 to 6,000 

fighters. The resurgent militant group dominates rural areas in the southern part of the 

country and controls roughly 20 percent of Somalia. ISIS also has a small presence in the 

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/06/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 20

https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Statements/shabaab-claims-fierce-attack-on-joint-u-s-somali-base-near-kismayo.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Statements/shabaab-claims-fierce-attack-on-joint-u-s-somali-base-near-kismayo.html


 

 

region, but their numbers pale in comparison to al-Shabab, estimated at just several 

hundred fighters. U.S. forces carried out their first strike against ISIS in the region in 

November. Somalia has been an important counter-terrorism focus by U.S. forces. Al-Shabab 

militants have allegiances and connections to al-Qaeda. 

https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/06/08/one-killed-several-wounded-in-

attack-on-us-forces-in-somalia/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/06/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 21

https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/06/08/one-killed-several-wounded-in-attack-on-us-forces-in-somalia/
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/06/08/one-killed-several-wounded-in-attack-on-us-forces-in-somalia/
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/06/08/one-killed-several-wounded-in-attack-on-us-forces-in-somalia/
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/06/08/one-killed-several-wounded-in-attack-on-us-forces-in-somalia/


 

 

   

   

   

  

DoD Identifies US Service Member Killed In Somalia  

By Jared Keller on June 9, 2018 - The Department of 

Defense on Saturday identified the American service 

member killed during a June 8 mission in Somalia 

against terror group Al-Shabaab as 26-year-old Staff 

Sgt. Alexander W. Conrad of Chandler, Arizona. Conrad, 

assigned to the 1st Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group 

out of Fort Bragg, North Carolina, was killed by indirect 

enemy fire on June 8th when U.S. service members 

deployed alongside some 800 Somali and Kenyan 

troops southwest of Mogadishu came under small arms 

and mortar fire. Staff Sgt. Alexander W. Conrad, 26, of Chandler, Arizona, died June 8, in 

Somalia of injuries sustained from enemy indirect fire. The incident is under investigation. 

The attack came one week after the Pentagon killed 27 Al-Shabab fighters in a lone airstrike 

in northwest Somalia in what officials characterized to Task & Purpose as the deadliest single 

U.S. airstrike in the country to date. Conrad belonged to the same Green Beret unit that lost 

four service members during the October 2017 ambush in Niger, after which U.S. Africa 

Command chief Marine Gen. Thomas Waldhauser pledged “increased the firepower … 

increased ISR intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance] capacity … [and] increased 

various response times.” 
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Quick Evacuation in Somalia Firefight Shows Disparity in U.S. Resources in 

Africa 

Bodies of people who were said to have been killed 

in an attack by the Shabab in Somalia last month. 

By Eric Schmitt and Thomas Gibbons-Neff 

June 10, 2018 - WASHINGTON — A medical 

evacuation helicopter reached five United 

States soldiers in Somalia on Friday roughly 20 

minutes after they radioed that they were being shelled by Islamist militants, according to a 

military spokesman, a prompt response that underlines the disparity in American military 

resources spread across Africa. 

One of the soldiers, Staff Sgt. Alexander W. Conrad, 26, of Chandler, Ariz., who was identified 

by the Pentagon on Saturday, died from his injuries shortly after he arrived at an American 

base in Kismayo, a town about 225 miles southwest of Mogadishu. The four other Americans 

were wounded in the attack by the militant group the Shabab. 

The response to the firefight stood in stark contrast to the one after a bloody ambush in 

October on the Niger-Mali border in West Africa, when it took more than four hours to 

evacuate the wounded. 

American troops have found themselves fighting militants affiliated with the Islamic State 

and Al Qaeda in several countries on the African continent. 

The roughly 500 American troops in Somalia — stationed at a small constellation of bases 

throughout the East African nation — have been training and fighting alongside local troops 

there for more than a decade. They are now buttressed by invigorated airstrike authorities 

under the Trump administration. 
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Until recently, Special Operations troops in Somalia had been fighting a noticeably different 

war from their counterparts in West Africa, one constrained by a smaller geography and the 

longtime presence of extremist groups. 

For any large operation like the one in Somalia on Friday, Special Operations troops routinely 

pre-stage medical evacuation helicopters and have armed air support. 

By contrast, in the October ambush in Niger, which was led by more than 50 militants from 

the group known as the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara, the troops relied on contracted 

medical evacuation that is not as capable as the military’s. The only armed air support 

arrived by way of French fighter jets, more than an hour after the gun battle started. 

The Americans’ vehicles were lightly armored pickup trucks and a sport utility vehicle. Four 

American soldiers died in the ambush. 

During a seven-month investigation into the attack, led by officials from the Pentagon’s 

Africa Command, the Special Operations general in charge of American commandos in Africa 

issued a series of orders that roughly mirrored the actions in Somalia, putting in place 

stringent guidelines to ensure that those on the ground had the proper support before 

leaving on a mission. 

The lower-level commands in Somalia and Niger, however, are different. In West Africa, 

Special Operations forces are overseen by Army Special Forces, while the Naval Special 

Warfare Command, often known as the Navy SEALs, leads operations in Somalia. 

The attack on Friday came toward the end of a dayslong operation in which a team of Green 

Berets from the 3rd Special Forces Group — the same unit that fought in the ambush in Niger 

— worked to clear several villages from Shabab control alongside 800 local troops from 

Somalia and Kenya. The American team, which numbered about 25, including civil affairs 

and intelligence personnel, had also helped with the construction of a combat outpost. 

According to Maj. Casey Osborne, a spokesman for the Africa Command’s Special Operations 

branch in Germany, the enemy attack was quick, giving the armed reconnaissance aircraft 

overhead little time to find the militants firing at the Americans. According to one military 
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official familiar with the attack, the Special Forces soldiers had less than a month left on their 

deployment. 

The Shabab said in a post translated by the SITE Intelligence Group, which monitors online 

extremist message boards, that its fighters had attacked a joint American-Somali base near 

Kismayo, mounting what it called a “fierce attack.” 

Over the past year, the Pentagon has shown renewed concerns about the Shabab, which 

was responsible for one of the deadliest terrorist attacks on African soil when it struck a 

popular shopping mall in 2013 in Nairobi, Kenya, killing at least 67 people. 

American military officials worry that the group is growing once more, even after losing 

much of its territory in Somalia in recent years and being targeted by American drone strikes. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/10/us/politics/somalia-special-forces.html 
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To Ambush and Kill American Green Berets, Al Shabaab Diverted a River 

The Somali rebels knew where the U.S. Special Operators and their allied troops would have 

to deploy. By flooding terrain, they left them little choice. 

Christina Goldbaum - 06.10.18  

The American soldier killed in Southern Somalia on Friday was part of a joint operation which 

had been in the works for years, The Daily Beast has learned. And by the time it began, the 

enemy was ready and waiting. 

According to a U.S. Africa Command press release, combined force of Somalis, Kenyans, and 

Americans was conducting a multi-day operation to liberate villages in Lower Juba from Al 

Shabaab control and establish “a permanent combat outpost designed to increase the span 

of Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) security and governance.” Al Shabaab has been 

waging an insurgency to create an Islamic state in Somalia since 2006. In 2012, the group 

pledged its allegiance to Al Qaeda. 

Late Saturday, the U.S. Army Special Operations Command confirmed the identity of the 

soldier killed as 26-year-old Staff Sgt. Alexander W. Conrad of Chandler, Arizona. He was 

assigned to the 1st Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group. His specialty was gathering human 

intelligence. 

African Union peacekeepers and American officials have told The Daily Beast that the 

mission’s objective was to establish a combat outpost intended to remedy problems 

American and partnered forces have had holding terrain retaken from Al Shabaab.  

According to locals in the area, however, the increased presence of allied forces in recent 

weeks put Al Shabaab militants on high alert. The militants diverted water from the Jubba 

River to flood the area, compelling the joint force to build the combat outpost on a piece of 

higher ground where they were then ambushed on Friday. 
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The allied offensive’s target, the Jubba River Corridor, has long been a stronghold for Al 

Shabaab and one of its main transit routes into and out of northern Kenya, making the 

capture of the area a prime objective for allied forces. But poor weather, inadequate 

supplies, an insufficient number of soldiers from partner forces, and a lack of buy-in among 

key local and African Union security officials repeatedly has delayed the ambitious allied 

forces plan to retake the river corridor.  

According to civilians in the area around Sanguni reached by telephone, two weeks before 

the attack on Friday in which Staff Sgt. Conrad was killed, Al Shabaab militants had taken a 

number of measures to protect their terrain: they told civilians living in the area to leave, 

they shed their military uniforms for civilian clothing, they brought in reinforcements from 

surrounding villages, and they dug out the banks of the Jubba River at a village called Jii-way, 

dumping the dug-up earth into the shallow riverbed itself to create a pseudo-dam.  

As a result, water from the river began flooding the surrounding area making it nearly 

impassable: farms of mango and banana trees became wetlands and fruit and vegetable 

prices increased five fold in the nearby city of Kismayo as the remaining farmers left their 

land. “They completely destroyed the nearby farms, the water reached as far as two or three 

kilometers from the river,” said one local leader who preferred to remain anonymous for 

security reasons. 

With the area now a marshland – a literal quagmire – the joint force was compelled to seek 

higher ground to build their COP in an area two kilometers away from the central village of 

Sanguni. The exact spot is called “Baar” or “Baarka Sanguni”: once home to a bar run by the 

Italians who colonized the area and managed the farms along the Jubba River. It’s situated 

on a hill under the shade of mango and banana trees, and in colonial times a semicircular 

wall enclosed a garden where Italians and well-to-do Somalis clinked wine glasses and 

enjoyed a light breeze coming off the river. By the time the joint force arrived with their 

trucks and excavators, physical remnants of that history were long gone. 

Locals in the nearby village, Jeneraal Jay, who had fled their farms when they flooded, told 

The Daily Beast that on Thursday morning there was a firefight between Al Shabaab militants 

in the area and the allied forces in Baarka Sanguni. They said one civilian, a teenage girl, was 

killed in the crossfire. After the exchange, some families fled to the nearby town, Jamaame.  
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The following afternoon at approximately 2:45 P.M. local time, the roughly 800-strong joint 

allied force came under small arms and mortar fire from Al Shabaab militants, according to 

a statement by U.S. Africa Command. During the exchange, one U.S. service member was 

killed and four others were injured as was one member of a partnered force.  

The death of the U.S. soldier is the first U.S. combat death on the continent since the Niger 

ambush in October and the second in Somalia in 13 months.  

It comes as the Pentagon considers drawing down counter-terrorism forces across the 

continent. The proposed cut is the result of a review of American commando operations in 

Africa following the death of four U.S. soldiers in Niger last fall and is part of a wider 

discussion about aligning U.S. Africa Command operations with the new National Defense 

Strategy, which focuses on countering threats from global powers like China and Russia. If 

approved, the proposed drawdown would cut the number of American commandos in Africa 

by as much as 50 percent over the next three years.  

U.S. Africa Command has some military presence in virtually every country on the continent, 

and while the proposed cut would likely significantly affect countries with already small 

American footprints, it may not have as large an impact in places like Somalia, which pose a 

more immediate terrorist threat and has long been a counter-terrorism project of the U.S., 

according to American security officials. 

The Jubba River Corridor operation was itself the result of mounting political pressure. 

International donors to the AMISOM peacekeeping force have wanted it to demonstrate its 

effectiveness, which pushed AMISOM and its partners to finally undertake the long-planned 

offensive, according to American and AMISOM officials.  

The European Union, the main financial donor to AMISOM, is currently reviewing its 

longstanding commitment to the peacekeeping force in light of new financial commitments 

related to security in the Sahel and migration to Europe. According to the Institute for 

Security Studies, E.U. officials are concerned about the effectiveness of the force given its 

lack of major offensive action since mid-2015. Countries contributing troops to AMISOM 

contend that the force has not had sufficient resources to undertake significant offensives 

in that time. 
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The sporadic operations AMISOM peacekeepers have undertaken have been criticized for 

their ineffectiveness. In recent years a familiar pattern has emerged in offensive actions by 

allied forces: joint operations would retake a town for a short time, but without the 

resources or troops to maintain a permanent presence, they would leave after a few days, 

and Al Shabaab militants would return. Though the tactic disrupts Al Shabaab activity for a 

short time, it does not allow for large swaths of territory to be retaken from Al Shabaab and 

put under the control of the Somali Federal Government. 

In early February, a joint force of American Special Operators, African Union Peacekeepers, 

and the Somali National Security Forces retook Mubarak Town, the center of Al Shabaab’s 

“Mogadishu Attack Network” which is used to create and move vehicle-born IEDs (car and 

truck bombs) from the Lower Shabelle region into Mogadishu. But a few days later, when 

many of the allied troops withdrew to a nearby AMISOM Forward Operating Base, Al 

Shabaab militants returned and threw scores of civilians in prison claiming they had passed 

information to the allied forces. 

The Jubba River Corridor operation was supposed to remedy that sort of problem, and 

AFRICOM says it will continue. But Somali and AMISOM officials have expressed concern 

that the death of a U.S. soldier could stir the Pentagon to further restrict the operations of 

U.S. Special Operations Forces in Somalia, or increase the drawdown, which they say would 

disrupt an already fragile security situation. 

“All the security players  here play specific roles,” Brig. Paul Lokech, Contingent Commander 

of the Ugandan forces within AMISOM, told The Daily Beast. “If any of those players leave 

and no one else fills their role, it will leave a security gap, there’s no question.” 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/to-ambush-and-kill-an-american-green-beret-al-shabaab-

diverted-a-river 
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U.S. vows to enhance fight against al-Shabab despite loss of soldier  

Sunday June 10, 2018 - The U.S. military vowed 

on Saturday to enhance fight against terrorism 

posed by al-Qaida and its affiliate, al-Shabab as 

well as the threat posed by the IS in Somalia 

despite the killing of its soldiers on Friday. 

Thomas Waldhauser, Commander of the U.S. 

Africa Command, said its special forces will continue to partner with African Union Mission 

in Somalia (AMISOM) to degrade terrorist threat posed by the extremist groups in the Horn 

of Africa nation. 

"Our strategy in East Africa is to build partner capacity to ensure that violent extremist 

organizations, who wish harm in the region, wish harm on the European continent, and 

ultimately wish to harm the United States," Waldhauser said in a statement. 

The statement came after the U.S. Africa Command (Africom) said its soldier was killed and 

four others injured during a joint operation on Friday afternoon, about 350 km southwest of 

Mogadishu. 

Africom said about 800 U.S., Kenyan and Somali forces came under mortar and small-arms 

fire during a multi-day security operation. 

Waldhauser said the wounded Americans have been treated and discharged and are 

currently in Kenya as they await follow-on transportation for additional medical evaluation. 

Africom said the desired end state is to have a stable East Africa in which terrorist 

organizations are not able to destabilize Somalia or its neighbors or threaten Americans and 

its international allies. 
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"Accordingly, the desired end state includes transitioning security responsibility from 

AMISOM to the Federal Government of Somalia and Somalia's Federal Member States so 

the central and regional governments ultimately secure their own territory and neutralize 

the terror threat," said Africom. 

Washington has stepped up operations in the Horn of Africa nation in the past year, killing 

several militants after President Donald Trump softened restrictions on the military in March 

2017. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Jun/158548/u_s_vows_to_enhance_fight_against_

al_shabab_despite_loss_of_soldier.aspx 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-jubbaland-leader-visits-

military-base-after-attacks 
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Ships warned to remain vigilant against Somali pirates as monsoon 

approaches 

Navies caution merchant vessels off Yemen and Oman that crews are trained, desperate and 

ready to take risks 

Ramola Talwar Badam - June 

9, 2018  

A masked Somalian 

pirate stands near a Taiwanese 

fishing vessel that washed 

ashore in Hobyo in 2012 after 

the pirates were paid a ransom and released the crew.  

Navies and marine monitors have warned that Somalian pirates may use the monsoon 

approaching the Arabian Peninsula as cover for attacks on merchant ships. 

Choppy seas during the monsoon make it difficult for pirates in their swift, small skiffs, but 

experts said pirates would test waters in the Gulf of Aden, where weather conditions are not 

as severe. 

“Somalian pirates continue to approach ships from time to time to determine the level of 

hardening security,” said Cyrus Mody, assistant director of the International Maritime 

Bureau. 

Hardening refers to razor wire placed across the ship to deter boarding by raiders, high-

pressure water hoses and armed guards. 

“The continued fragile state of Somalia, along with ongoing regional conflicts, continues to 

be a risk to all merchant and local shipping,” Mr Mody said. 
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He said the bureau continuously broadcasts messages to ships in the region with information 

and any incidents of Somalian piracy. 

There have been 66 attacks worldwide up to March, of which two took place in this region. 

But the number of attacks dropped to 179 last year from 191 in 2016 and 246 in 2015. 

 

Two skiffs with armed pirates chased and fired on a tanker in the Gulf of Aden on March 31. 

They aborted the attack when the guards returned fire. The ship sustained minor damage, 

the bureau said. 

The overriding message in the bureau’s piracy report for the first three months of this year 

to shipowners, masters and crew was that they should not relax security protocols. 

“Somalian pirates continue to possess the capability and capacity to carry out attacks,” the 

report said. “It appears they may now be seeking the opportunity. 

“The threat of these attacks still exists in the waters off the southern Red Sea, Bab Al 

Mandeb, Gulf of Aden including Yemen and the northern Somalian coast, Arabian Sea, off 

Oman and off the eastern and southern Somalian coast. 

“Somalian pirates tend to be well armed with automatic weapons and rocket-propelled 

grenades, and sometimes use skiffs launched from mother vessels that may be hijacked 

fishing vessels or dhows, to conduct attacks far from the Somalian coast.” 
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While the number of attacks has reduced significantly because of warships policing 

international waters, co-operation is crucial. 

“Inter-monsoon periods are the times when piracy threats can increase,” said Lt Col David 

Fielder, Royal Marines spokesman with the EU Naval Force Operation Atalanta. 

“The requirement for vigilance when transiting this area, together with the timely reporting 

of all suspicious incidents, remains crucial. We request that during an incident, when feasible 

and without endangering the vessel or her crew, imagery is taken of those involved. 

“A detailed description of vessels, objects and behaviour observed are vital contributors to 

the analysis and assessment of the threat. Reports should endeavour to provide as much 

factual detail as possible and avoid speculating when only limited information is available.” 

Organisations that work with families of piracy victims also warned that crews are trained. 

“The pirates will try and push in before the monsoon sets in,” said Chirag Bahri, South Asia 

director for the International Seafarers’ Welfare and Assistance Network. 

“They can get desperate to attack, so training seafarers must continue because they are ones 

who are directly affected in any attack.  

“We are advising shipping companies to continue instructions to crew so that they do not 

lose focus during this time. 

“They must maintain proper lookouts during bad weather because that is when 

complacency sets in.” 

https://www.thenational.ae/uae/ships-warned-to-remain-vigilant-against-somali-pirates-

as-monsoon-approaches-1.737778 
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A trek from poverty through a war zone they knew nothing about 

By Ben Wedeman, Gabriel Chaim and Waffa Munayyer, CNN 

June 10, 2018 - (CNN)In small groups they trudge along the desolate desert road, young men 

and some women, from Somalia and Ethiopia. Some carry plastic bags with snacks, plastic 

water bottles, an extra scrap of clothing.  

There are no trees, barely even any vegetation to provide a sliver of shade on this windswept 

road running along the Yemeni coast. But according to the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), for as many as 7,000 people who pass this way every month from the Horn 

of Africa, reaching war-ravaged Yemen brings them ever closer to oil-rich Saudi Arabia, the 

land of milk and honey, jobs and hope.  

Kamal Abdu, an 18-year-old from 

Ethiopia, arrived just a few hours ago 

after crossing the Red Sea at night from 

Somalia. He paid traffickers 5,000 

Ethiopian birr -- about $180 -- for the 

passage.  

And now he will walk several days to 

cross over into Saudi Arabia to find work. "Any work," he says. 

He and others like him are largely unaware of the war that has been raging in Yemen for the 

past three years, a war that has left more than 10,000 dead, and that has brought the specter 

of famine and malnutrition to compound the misery of the poorest country in the Arab 

world.  

Ahmed, also from Ethiopia, is making the journey for a simple reason: "For more money," 

he says. "We don't have any money. We will take any job. We don't have any money for food 

or water." 
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The desperation of people like Ahmed and Kamal is made clear by the danger of their 

journey. This week nearly 50 people were killed when the boat carrying them went down in 

the Red Sea. More than a dozen are still missing. 

Fishermen at a village 

where human traffickers 

operate.  

In one of the small fishing 

villages from which 

human traffickers 

operate, two men lounge 

in their long, thin white 

boat, still loaded with fishing nets. 

The men—they decline to give their names—don't hesitate to say how they made a living.  

"Trafficking," one says. "Yes, humans. Human trafficking." 

When they're not bringing over refugees and migrants, they fish. But fishing just doesn't pay. 

"We make in a day as much as we'd make in a month fishing," says the other. 

They pride themselves in their knowledge of the sometimes treacherous waters, and insist 

they've never lost a customer. They then demonstrate how they place their passengers in 

the boat, sitting on the deck with knees bent to their chins. Their boat can hold around 30 

people, they say, although other smugglers sometimes cram as many as 50 on board. 

Somalian children migrants on the route to 

Aden. 

They say in an offhand manner that the 

Yemeni authorities don't interfere with 

their business. 

Those who can try to sneak over the 

border into Saudi Arabia, but many never get that far.  
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Um Fatoum, from Somalia, comes 

every day from a nearby camp to a 

dusty roadside gas station and rest 

stop to beg. Holding her young 

daughter, she describes conditions 

in the camp. 

There's "nothing," she says. "No 

water, no food, no government." She says she and her daughter sleep in a cardboard box. 

I was in Yemen in July 2007. Back then, the story was about people fleeing war and grinding 

poverty in the Horn of Africa, and many dying along the way.  

Ethiopian migrants on the road along the 

western coast of Yemen, walking toward 

Saudi Arabia. 

At a UN-run refugee camp I met 

Mohammed Abdi Al-Bukr, from the 

Somali capital of Mogadishu. He had paid 

traffickers for the passage across the Red Sea to Yemen. When their boat was within sight 

of the Yemeni coast, the traffickers ordered the passengers to jump overboard. Mohamed 

protested. They beat him with their rifles and then threw everyone into the sea. Mohamed 

survived, but his wife and five children, including the youngest, his 2-year-old son, drowned. 

Mohammed was still tormented by nightmares. 

War has come to Yemen in the years since. Beyond that, little has changed. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/06/10/middleeast/migrants-yemen-saudi-intl/index.html 
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FEATURE-'Leave now, pay later' migration scams lure Somali teens to their 

deaths 

Megan Iacobini de Fazio 

HARGEISA, June 11 (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - When Hanab Ahmed’s 18-year-old son 

Mohammed did not come home for lunch or answer his phone, she feared that he - like 

several other teenagers who had disappeared from their neighbourhood - had set off for 

Europe, risking kidnapping and death.  

A month later, Ahmed, who lives in Hargeisa, the capital of the self-declared republic of 

Somaliland, received a call from her son who was being held for ransom by traffickers in 

Sudan.  

“He said it was bad and that there wasn’t enough food or water and he saw people die,” she 

told the Thomson Reuters Foundation, clutching a photo of her son between fingers stained 

orange with henna.  

“We sent $5,300,” she said, which she begged from relatives.  

Migration is a tradition among nomadic communities in the Horn of Africa. Somalis have 

used smuggling networks to migrate to the Gulf and Europe for work and education since 

the 1970s, and later, with the outbreak of war in 1988, to seek asylum.  

For decades, raising money to send a relative abroad via a locally-known smuggler was seen 

as worthy investment in Somaliland, which declared independence from Somalia in 1991.  

But it is becoming hard to distinguish between voluntary smuggling across borders and 

deadly trafficking - where criminals use leave-now-pay-later schemes to lure teenagers 

abroad, without their families’ knowledge, and hold them ransom.  
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“They tell them they can just leave and don’t have to pay anything,” said Xiis Saleebaan 

Alinle, whose 17-year-old son Fadhi Hassan, left in secret almost a year ago. “But then they 

trap them and beat them until we send money.”  

SUICIDE MISSION  

More than 1 million people have migrated to Europe since 2015, many fleeing conflict and 

poverty in Africa and the Middle East, with thousands drowning at sea.  

Overall numbers have declined sharply since Turkey began to exert more control over 

migrants trying to cross into Europe.  

But the long and dangerous journey, known as tahriib in Somaliland, continues to devastate 

communities struggling to combat recurrent drought and widespread unemployment.  

“Tahriib is indeed a big problem in Somaliland ... It’s almost a suicide mission,” said Khadar 

Mariano, founder of YEEL Volunteers, a local education charity.  

“We are losing so many young brilliant minds who would have otherwise contributed to the 

development of the country.”  

The U.S. State Department’s 2017 trafficking report noted an increase in the transport and 

kidnapping of children and unemployed university graduates from Somaliland, who transit 

Ethiopia and Sudan and are sometimes held hostage in Libya.  

Women often recruit and transport victims to Puntland, Djibouti and Ethiopia to become 

domestic servants or for sex trafficking, it said, with poor families willingly surrendering their 

children to people with family or clan linkages.  

The United Nations migration agency, IOM, has spent almost a decade working to educate 

people in Somaliland about the risk of kidnapping and exploitation by traffickers.  

But many, aware of the dangers, still choose to go.  

“People are willing to risk their lives if they have lost hope that their situation will ever 

change,” said Anja Simonsen, an anthropologist at the University of Copenhagen.  
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ORGAN REMOVAL  

Violence and extortion have become systematic, said Said Ahmed, head of Somaliland’s anti-

trafficking agency, HAKAD.  

“Failure to pay ransom means organ removal or bodily harm, injury or maiming to coerce 

payment from relatives,” he said, adding that the government is working to raise awareness, 

prosecute criminals and protect victims.  

The president of Somaliland also issued a decree in 2013 to create a committee to curb 

tahriib through job creation.  

But ending tahriib is a tricky business, driven not only by unemployment and social media 

posts by friends who have reached Europe, but also by the visible success of local businesses 

set up by returnees and visitors from the diaspora, experts say.  

Unlike in the past, when families readily sponsored young relatives to migrate abroad, elders 

are now actively trying to stop their children from leaving.  

“There is a general social understanding among the older generation that tahriib is haram 

(forbidden) because, according to Islam, you cannot kill yourself,” said Simonsen.  

“And travelling in the desert, risking your life when you come from a peaceful country is, by 

some elders, seen as a form of suicide.”  

Families who can afford to are investing in businesses for their children.  

“My parents bought me this car so I could earn money, but they made me promise not to 

leave,” said Abdifatah, an 18-year- old taxi driver who declined to give his full name.  

In some communities, elders have said they will no longer allow fundraising to pay for 

ransoms, in a bid to discourage other youngsters from leaving.  

But Mohamed’s family had no qualms about paying his traffickers to set him free. After his 

mother sent the money, he travelled to Libya and bought a seat on a boat to Italy.  

He was just about to board when he called for the last time.  
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“He told me not to worry and that he would call as soon as he got to Italy,” she said, tears 

streaming down her face.  

Two months on, she has yet to receive that call. (Editing by Katy Migiro. Please credit the 

Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of Thomson Reuters, that covers 

humanitarian news, women's rights, trafficking, property rights, climate change and 

resilience. Visit news.trust.org to see more stories.) 

https://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL8N1SG6YQ 
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IOM Upgrades Biometric Fingerprint Scanners to Enhance Somalia’s Border 

Management 

06/06/18 

Somalia – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, with support from the United States Department 

of State, has commenced the installation of ten-digit fingerprint readers at Mogadishu’s 

Aden Abdulle International Airport and Mogadishu Seaport. Eight ports of entry (PoE) are 

targeted for the upgrade with the current funding. 

Currently, Somalia has the technology to record migrant biodata through the Migration 

Information and Data Analysis System (MIDAS). This is an IOM-developed technology used 

to collect, process, store, and analyze traveler information in real time.  It is present at 16 

PoEs throughout Somalia, with over 100 workstations. IOM plans to roll out the upgrade of 

the 10 digit finger print readers to all eight PoEs. 

Somalia is characterized by fluid internal movement of regular and irregular migrants. Often, 

criminals are striving to circumvent the system by capitalizing on loopholes in border 

management.   

The government is in the process of building the capacities of state institutions such as the 

Immigration and Naturalization Directorate. 

Previously, IOM supported some POEs with single-digit fingerprint readers. A recent upgrade 

of MIDAS across Somalia to Version 4 presents the end user with a more advanced system 

that can compare data records to international and national alert lists for suspected 

criminals. It allows biometric fingerprint data captured from all passport applicants to be 

cross-checked against the official database at Somalia’s immigration authority. To 

complement this, the new 10-digit readers will enable comparability of captured biometrics 

against national and international alert lists. The goal is to eventually compare this data 
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against Mobile INTERPOL Network Database (MIND) and the Fixed INTERPOL Network 

Database (FIND) databases, which store the biometric records of internationally suspected 

criminals. 

High border control standards are vital to prevent cases of trafficking, terrorism, smuggling, 

and other attempts at exploitation. IOM will offer complementary training to officers from 

each POE on how to use, store and maintain the new readers towards enhancing border 

management operations. IOM supports, strengthens and facilitates legislation and policy in 

migration management, facilitates trainings, supports infrastructure development, 

enhances inter-agency and international cooperation and improves data management 

throughout Somalia. 

http://www.iom.int/news/iom-upgrades-biometric-fingerprint-scanners-enhance-somalias-border-

management 
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Hiiran Regional Govt demands the federal Govt to support the flood affected 

people in the Region  

June 10, 2018 - Hiiraan regional administration has demanded the federal government of 

Somalia to support the population in the region affected by the floods of Shabelle River in 

the past months. 

The deputy public representative of the region, Sheikh Hussein Osman Ali, told Goobjoog 

News, “that the government donation for Hiiraan people gave not been reached well for the 

needy people and he mentioned that the people in the region have only recieved $ 400,000 

from the government which still didn’t satisfy the need of the large population affected by 

the floods.” 

He said “that there are still many needs, and that the government should continue to 

support and give fund donation to their administration so that it will be helped to support 

the affected people in the region.” 

Sheikh Osman also added that the displaced people from B / weyne have started returning 

back to their homes but they still need to be supported until they settle very well. 

The people of Hiraan region was affected by heavy floods from Shabelle River after it busted 

to barks and affected all the towns in the region and forced people to move from their homes 

and settle in IDP camps in the outskirt of Beledweyn town which was the most affected town 

in the region. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/hiiran-regional-govt-demands-the-federal-govt-to-support-the-flood-

affected-people-in-the-region/ 
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Somali cyclone victims get QC food assistance 

June 09 2018 - Qatar Charity (QC) said it distributed 

food baskets to 500 families affected by Cyclone Sagar, 

which hit the coasts of northern Somalia last month. 

The food aid was provided immediately after the 

disaster occurred, QC said, adding that it was also 

preparing to distribute more food baskets soon. Abdel Nour Mirsal, director of the QC office 

in Somalia, said that Qatar Charity was the first organisation to respond to the relief appeal 

made by the local authorities in Somaliland. Food baskets were distributed in the village of 

Bakki and surrounding villages in northern Somalia on May 26, targeting families who lost 

their homes, livestock and property due to Cyclone Sagar, Mirsal said in a statement. He 

noted that the food baskets included basic food items such as rice, wheat, sugar, dates and 

dried milk to be used by affected families in the month of Ramadan, which coincided with 

the cyclone. Mirsal pointed out that QC intends to distribute 1,150 additional food baskets 

to the victims of Cyclone Sagar in the coming week. The basket will be sufficient for a family 

for a month. Within three months, three artesian wells as well as a number of surface wells 

would also be drilled, Mirsal added. Further, Mirsal said the Ramadan food aid distributed 

by the QC office during the second half of Ramadan included those previously affected by 

floods and drought. He added that the office would distribute food baskets to 2,000 families 

affected by flooding in Hirshabelle State and to people who were displaced due to drought 

in Baidoa, in addition to the families of orphans and poor families. A total of 3,650 food 

baskets are expected to be distributed during the month. The United Nations Office for the 

Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) had said that 669,000 people had been 

affected by the cyclone in Somaliland, with the numbers likely to rise as information arrives 

from areas that are now inaccessible. “Eighty per cent of livestock in the affected areas were 

killed. Reports indicate that some 700 farms have been destroyed in Somaliland,” the OCHA 

added. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/595762/Somali-cyclone-victims-get-QC-food-assistance  
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Somaliland: Somaliland Government Acknowledge Receiving Cash Donations 

from Somalia Government to Assist Cyclone Sagar Victims 

06/11/2018 - Somaliland minister of foreign 

affairs and international cooperation 

Mr.Sa’ad Ali Shire has said that the 

government of Somaliland has received 

money from the Somalia government to 

help the cyclone Sagar victims. He said this 

is a reciprocity gesture from the Somalia 

government since a fore time when that it was hit by endemic drought Somaliland chipped 

in to support it he said this is a humanitarian gesture and is welcomed hence should not be 

politicized. 

Minister Sa’ad said that Somalia donations will be handed to the disaster committee to 

distribute to the affected cyclone hit regions. The minister was speaking to Hadhwanaafg 

news website a Somali news portal here are his words “We welcome any assistance from 

any quarter for the people affected by the cyclone disasterin Awdal, Sahil, Selel, and Sanag. 

In October of 2011 Somalia was hit by an adverse drought the people of Somaliland then 

sent 900,000 dollars. Today Somaliland has received a million dollar from Somalia to go to 

the cyclone Sagar disaster kitty.” 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/06/11/somalilandsomaliland-government-

acknowledge-receiving-cash-donations-from-somalia-government-to-assist-cyclone-sagar-

victims/ 
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Somaliland:Hargeisa University Students Donate Goodies to Cyclone Sagar 

Victims 

Monday, June 11, 

2018 - The university 

of Hargeisa main 

campus students have 

chipped in to take part 

in aid of the cyclone 

Sagar victims in the 

coastal regions of Somaliland. According to Somaliland sun reporter the varsity students 

took upon themselves to contribute donations for the cyclone victims. The vice chancellor 

of Hargeisa University Mr.Mohammud Yusuf Abdi has confirmed that the aid was intended 

for 800 families. The varsity don went on to say that the goods consist of men, women and 

children clothes, utensils, water containers and plastic tents to help them withstand the 

elements of weather. “When the university decided to withdraw some money from her 

account the student refused and decided to contribute even the money for breaking the fast 

of Ramadan “The varsity don revealed. Speaking on distribution eve of the aid the Minister 

of Agriculture Development Mr.Ahmed Mumin Seed stated “I’m deeply touched by the 

kindheartedness of university of Hargeisa students who have shown their humanitarian side. 

More importantly I would like to thank the girls who packaged these goodies for their 

generosity.” The president advisor on social affairs Mr.Abdiwahid Abdirahman said “these 

goods are the most basic needs for human survival I’m very pleased to see these students 

take the bull by the horn to work during the month of Ramadan while fasting to help their 

brothers and sisters affected by the cyclone Sagar disaster.” The chairman of the National 

Disaster Preparedness Committee Mr.Faisal Ali Sheikh promised to make sure the donations 

reached the affected people without delay, 

http://www.somalilandsun.com/2018/06/09/somalilandhargeisa-university-students-donate-

goodies-to-cyclone-sagar-victims/  
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Children at Risk of Death from Heavy Flooding in Somalia  

June 09, 2018  

Somali people walk along a street 

after heavy rain storms hit the capital 

overnight, Mogadishu, June 8, 2018. 

GENEVA —  The U.N. children's 

fund warns that heavy rains and 

flooding in Somalia are putting hundreds of thousands of children at high risk of disease and 

death. 

The 230,000 people who have been displaced by floods since April are living in congested, 

unsanitary conditions that breed disease, according to UNICEF, and about half of that 

number are children. 

"The rains spread diseases that are particularly deadly for malnourished children with 

exhausted, fragile immune systems," said UNICEF spokesman Christophe Boulierac. "While 

we have not seen a spike yet, the risk of further outbreaks is high and compounded by 

flooding."  

Acute malnutrition rates among displaced children have exceeded the emergency threshold 

of 15 percent and have reached as high as 21 percent, UNICEF reports. The agency has 

treated more than 88,000 severely acutely malnourished children with special life-saving 

therapeutic feeding this year. 

UNICEF has received about 30 percent of this year's $155 million humanitarian appeal.  

https://www.voanews.com/a/children-disease-death-somalia-flooding/4431732.html 
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2017-2018 Somalia humanitarian funding analysis (data as of 31 May 2018)

Total humanitarian funding: 2017 vs. 2018 (million $)Somalia non-HRP funding: 2017 vs. 2018 (million $)Somalia HRP funding: 2017 vs. 2018 (million $)
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Famine has been averted in Somalia in 2017, thanks to the rapid 
mobilization of resources and scaled-up response. By the end of 2017, 
donors have collectively contributed or pledged $1.32 billion, 
channeled either through the projects included in the 2017 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) or projects outside of the HRP.

Humanitarian needs remained high in the country through early 2018 
and the situation was further compounded by the above average Gu 
rains and subsequent flooding, the negative impact of Cyclone Sagar 
and the ongoing conflict and marginalization. An estimated 5.4 million 
people are in need of humanitarian assistance in Somalia.

By early June, the 2018 Somalia HRP, which seeks $1.5 billion to assist 
4.7 million people, was only one 29 per cent-funded in addition to 

some $210 million in resources made available outside of the HRP (11 
June 2018). With persistent humanitarian needs, aggregated by 
flooding, cyclones and conflict, the funding received so far is not 
sufficient to sustain on-going operations and mount a robust flood response.

Compared to 2017, the reported funding trends show decrease. While 
the resources committed against the HRP in the first months of 2018 
were close to 2017, the gap has been widening since March 2018. As 
of end-May 2018, the reported available resources against the HRP 
have been at 64 per cent of funding at the same time in 2017. 

Humanitarian resources made available outside of the HRP have 
cumulatively been at the level similar to 2017 at the end of May, with 
the observed trend of decrease since March 2018.

Overall reported humanitarian funding as of end-May 2018 has been at 
three quarters (74 per cent) of that reported at the same time in 2017.

The growing gap since March 2018 may be a cause of concern as the 
country has been hit by heavy flooding and Cyclone Sagar in April and 
May, as well as increasing tensions in the border areas between 
Somaliland and Puntland. While response will, consequently, require 
strengthening in the coming weeks and the second half of 2018, 
including due to increased risks of acute watery diarrhea / cholera, a 
drastic shortfall in available resources may be looming over the 
operation, calling for strengthened collective resource mobilization 
efforts.

Positive starting
value due to 
Dec’17 
adjustment

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/06/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 50



 

 

  

Somalia: Car Accident Kills At Least Three in Mogadishu, Somali Capital 

At least 3 people died and five others wounded after an overloaded lorry overturned at a 

busy road in Mogadishu on Sunday morning. 

A lorry from Mogadishu seaport loaded with goods overturned at Taleh village in Mogadishu 

after the driver lost control of the lorry. The lorry was ferrying the goods to Bakaro market 

during the accident. 

The local people in the area join hands to rescue the people injured during the accident, five 

people injured at the scene were rushed to the hospitals for treatment. 

Officials from Hodan district reached the scene to assess the accident but declined to give 

comments on the incident. Also, traffic police officers who reached the area are investigating 

the matter. 

Major transport vehicles from Mogadishu seaport carry a lot of goods that makes it hard for 

the vehicle to get a good balance hence accidents in the capital. 

The government has less effort to stop this menace that claims the lives of the people at the 

major roads in the city. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201806100175.html 
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The Somali National Women Association condemns the roadblocks in 

Mogadishu  

June 10, 2018 - The Somali National Women Association condemns that some of the main 

roads in the capital are blocked by the Somali federal government soldiers which are a major 

problem to the people of Mogadishu who are preparing for the eid festival in the coming 

days. 

Asha Hassan Qaras, a member of the organization, told Goobjoog News, “that its shock and 

surprise even when a delivering mothers were not allowed to pass the roads.” 

She said “that she met a woman who is delivering in Bajaaj after she was not allowed to pass 

the check points on her way to deliver in the hospitals, and the officers were asked to release 

her but refused just because they are fulfilling commands from their officers of not allowing 

anyone in any situation to cross the check points.” 

The national women association blamed the federal government for insisting that the 

process of the roadblocks within the city is to be secure the capital in the last days of the 

Ramadan which is not helping the large population in the city and that the government has 

to come with another security plan to secure the security in the capital. 

Asha called on President Farmajo to help the people of Mogadishu and fulfill his pledge 

during his campaign that the roads in Mogadishu will not be closed. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/the-somali-national-women-association-condemns-the-

roadblocks-in-mogadishu/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/06/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 52

http://goobjoog.com/english/the-somali-national-women-association-condemns-the-roadblocks-in-mogadishu/
http://goobjoog.com/english/the-somali-national-women-association-condemns-the-roadblocks-in-mogadishu/
http://goobjoog.com/english/the-somali-national-women-association-condemns-the-roadblocks-in-mogadishu/
http://goobjoog.com/english/the-somali-national-women-association-condemns-the-roadblocks-in-mogadishu/


 

 

 

Somali Government To Print New Currency 

 

June 10, 2018 - (SMC-MUQDISHO):_  Somalia’s Finance minister has announced that the 

government will print new currency notes to replace the old ones currently in use. 

Mr Abdirahman Dualeh Beileh made the announcement in his office in the capital 

Mogadishu on Saturday. The minister also displayed samples of the new notes, two 

specimens of the 5,000 and 10,000 shillings denominations. “My government is determined 

to print new currencies of the Somali Shillings that include 5,000 and 10,000 

denominations,” said Dr Beileh. 

The new currencies will replace the old ones that were largely out of circulation. The 1,000 

shillings denomination, which has been in use for the past two decades, is the most readily 

available of the current notes. Efforts to introduce new currencies by successive Somali 

governments have hit a snag due to the debt relief conditions imposed by the international 

financial institutions. The Finance minister did not specify the exact date of the currency 

printing. 

http://www.somalimc.com/2018/06/10/somali-government-to-print-new-currency/  
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Somali Refugee Abdi Nor Iftin: 'I Am Here To Make America Great' 

June 10, 2018 - What does it take to become an American? In 2015, This American Life told 

the story of a Somali refugee who was finally issued a visa to come and live in the United 

States. "This big smile was on my face. I've never had such a big smile," Abdi Nor Iftin said at 

the time. 

Iftin's long road to the US began when he was only a child in Mogadishu, watching American 

movies and teaching himself English, while brutality and war raged around him. In his new 

memoir, Call Me American, he tells his story from the beginning: with his nomadic parents 

and their now-unimaginably peaceful, pastoral life. 

"She had no idea that the country she was living in was called Somalia," Iftin says of his 

mother. "She had always told me, 'You know, Abdi, there's only two days: The day that 

you're born and the day that you die. Everything else is just grazing and hanging out with the 

animals.'" Life was so easy, he says, before drought and famine wiped everything out. 

On his first memories of Somalia's long-running civil war 

I was six years old when the civil war started, militias started pouring into the city, and death 

and killings and torture, and I just cried. The smell of Mogadishu, it was just the smell of 

gunpowder. And that had been sticking with me forever ... I think this is the most touching 

memory that I can remember, to have our youngest sister die, and we said, "Good. That is 

so easy for her," and then I was jealous. I was jealous because that was the time when our 

feet were swollen, our bellies were empty. It was a feeling that you could die any time ... 

and I looked at my other sister, and she was just eating sand. And I think that's the stories 

that people don't hear about. 

On his encounters with Marines in Mogadishu 

I still say they stole my heart, because it was the very first time that I saw people with guns, 

and the guns were pointed up in the air, not in my face. Then they were coming and giving 
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us sweets — I wanted these people to stick around, I wanted these people to be part of my 

life. 

On being targeted by Islamists because of his nickname, "Abdi the American" 

Unfortunately, I still believe that Islamists were born out of the American involvement 

somewhere in the Middle East, and the phrases that they had used to attract young men of 

my age was just "America." They said, "They are the enemies of Islam" ... surprisingly, I was 

out on the streets, defending President Bush, I don't even know why I did that. But I was 

defending him, and blaming Osama bin Laden for all the problems. But I thought, to me it 

was just expressing myself, but then it got me into trouble, and I received a phone call saying, 

"You got to stop and drop that nickname, or we're going to kill you." 

On whether Americans know how hard it is to get a visa to come here 

When I wake up in the morning, I say, oh, I'm so lucky — I have arrived here before America 

had turned its back against the rest of the world.  

Abdi Nor Iftin 

I don't think they do! You know, Americans take so many things for granted. For example, I 

came to the U.S. through the diversity immigrant visa lottery, which [President Trump] 

would like to cancel. But if it was not the diversity lottery, I would have never come to 

America, never. I had been an American since I saw those Marines, and my nickname is going 

to be my nationality, very soon ... When I wake up in the morning, I say, oh, I'm so lucky — I 

have arrived here before America had turned its back against the rest of the world. If this 

had happened when I was hiding myself from Islamic terrorists, just trying to come to 

America and become an American and all that, it would be a disappointment, it would be a 

betrayal by the United States. Because the way I understand is that America is open to the 

rest of the world. And I am here to make America great. I did not come here to take anything. 

I came here to contribute, and to offer and to give. 

https://www.npr.org/2018/06/10/618263088/somali-refugee-abdi-nor-iftin-i-am-here-to-

make-america-great 
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The Rebirth Of Somaliland (1): History of Somaliland  

 “HISTORY IS PAST POLITICS, 

AND POLITICS IS PRESENT 

HISTORY” (E.A.FREEMAN, 

1886). 

This is a brief account of the 

history of Somaliland from a 

historical perspective. The 

history of Somaliland is 

peculiarly different from the 

history of Somalia. Those who 

argue against the present state 

of independence and sovereignty outrightly ignore how Somaliland is historically 

differentiated from other Somali inhabited territories. 

Somaliland has an ancient history and civilization. For a long period in the past, Somaliland 

had well-established trade links with the rest of the world particularly ancient Egypt (the 

Pharaohs), the Romans, the Arabian Peninsula and the Indian sub-continent. Commodities 

like hides and skins, frankincense and myrrh, ivory, gums, feathers were traded in exchange 

for consumer products such as sugar, tea, dates, clothes etc. It was uniquely the hub of 

spices trade (Frankincense and Myrrh). The trade links to the Middle East and East Asia 

existed via the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean routes. 

With the introduction of Islam, and later on during the spread of the Ottoman Empire, trade 

firmly set foot along the coasts of Somaliland. For instance, between the 10th and 

14th centuries Chinese merchants frequented the coast of Somaliland and Egyptians had a 

long historical relationship with Somaliland. 
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In the 16th century, Zeila was occupied and annexed by the Ottoman Empire as a port town. 

In the 1880s Europeans (Britain, Italy and France) began disputing with each other for 

control for spheres of political influence in Africa. At the turn of the 19th century, when the 

Ottoman Empire weakened was on the brink of collapse, Egypt which was a vassal of the 

Ottoman, Empire occupied the western parts of Somaliland. 

Following the British occupation of Aden in 1839 and after the opening of the Suez Canal in 

1869, the expansion of the British Empire was brought to the doorsteps of Somaliland. To 

safeguard its trade interests in the Indian Ocean, during the scramble and partition for Africa 

between the Europeans, in 1884 Britain proclaimed Somaliland as a protectorate ‘British 

Somaliland Protectorate’ and appointed its first agent in 1885. British of Somaliland was the 

result of series of agreements with the local traditional elders and chiefs. Britain accepted 

to occupy Somaliland to act as fiduciary. The raison d’etre for the occupation was largely for 

the protection of the colony. For administrative purposes, Somaliland was divided into five 

administrative districts in the protectorate (Berbera, Hargeisa, Burao, Erigavo and Zeila). 
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From the British point of view the occupation the purpose of occupation was utilitarian: a) 

to use it to play a key role of the increasing Empire’s control of vital Bab-el Mandab strait for 

the security of the Suez Canal and the safety of the Empire’s naval route through the Red 

Sea and the Gulf of Aden to East Asia, and b) to provide meat especially mutton to the British 

garrison based at Aden. However, from the Somali traditional chiefs and elders point of view, 

the occupation was for the safeguard of the security of Somaliland. 

 

Military activities in the Somaliland Protectorate from 1905 to 1913  
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For centuries, people of Somali ethnic origin in the East or Horn of Africa region have been 

practicing nomadic pastoralism wandering in transhumance mode moving within the entire 

region in search of grazing pastures for their stock to exploit the production system of pure 

nomadism. That led to the spread of Somalis region ending in different parts of the region 

(Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Somaliland and Djibouti). But nevertheless, Somali people, 

wherever they live, share a common identity in terms of the language (Somali), religion 

(Muslim) and socio-cultural matters. There never has been a common or single nation within 

a defined territory at any one time and Somali nationalism only began with colonialism 

which eventually steered to the rise and emergence of the concept of bringing all Somalis in 

the region under one unit or nation. Somali people had always relationships with 

neighboring communities. The relationship between Somalis and Ethiopians existed since 

the 13th century. 

On arrival of European colonialists in Africa, Menelik, the Emperor of Ethiopia, showed his 

interest that he had to have a share in the partisanship of Africa as an imperial power in the 

region. The Emperor voiced that he would not be watching the European powers dividing 

and having shares of the African continent for themselves and that as a ruling kingdom, 

Abyssinia should also have its share of the cake. The Europeans allowed that. As a matter of 

fact, the Empire had always an eye on the neighboring territories including the Somalis. 

Earlier in 1889, Emperor Menelik together with Ras Mekenon (his Governor of Harar region), 

annexed the Somali-inhabited parts. 

1912 Scott 58 8a light blue & black “George V”  

Before the British formally occupied Somaliland, a 

series of agreements and treaties with the local 

chiefs and clan leaders preceded. Britain first 

made treaties with the different Somali local tribes 

in 1827, followed by others in 1840. Between 1884 

and 1886 alone, at least six treaties and three 

supplementary agreements were signed with the 

elders of different clans. In all of them, Majesty’s 

protection was guaranteed. It is noteworthy to 

mention that a number of agreements were held on board of ships off the coast as the local 
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people did not allow the British to land before signing any agreement. A system of indirect 

rule of Somaliland was first established. Somaliland was initially ruled from India and later 

on through the colonial office after it transformed the regions into a protectorate. 

In 1894 Britain and Emperor of Ethiopia (Menelik) made an agreement the instrumental 

aspect of which was that the Emperor would, in return, not support the Mahdi of The Sudan 

who was fighting the British. Emperor Menelik always had a project to extend full authority 

on Somali-inhabited lands known as the Ogaden. His successor Tefari Mekenon, later 

renamed as Haile Selassie as popularly known took the thrown in 1928 had full control of 

Somalis in the region and insisted to consolidate his ambition. 

But during the Dervishes movements led by the Sayed Mohamed Abdulle Hassan, there was 

a hindrance to freely invade the entire Somali region. After the end of the Dervishes struggle, 

another part of Somali-inhabited areas (Haud and Reserved Area), a vast area of grazing 

lands of Somaliland and its Somali population, were handed to Ethiopia by the British. 

Flag of British Somaliland 1950-1960  

As Somaliland became part of the 

British Empire there was the 

necessity for the defining and 

delimiting the borders of the 

protectorate with the 

neighboring territories of Ethiopia, the French territory of Djibouti and Italian Somalia. 

Since different parts of Somali-inhabited regions were colonized by different European 

colonial powers (British, Italian and French) the borders and contours of the British 

Somaliland protectorate needed to be determined. Britain made legal agreements and 

international treaties with the French, Italy and Ethiopian Emperor through the Anglo-

French treaty of 1888; the Anglo-Italian treaty in 1894 and Anglo-Ethiopian treaty 1897 

respectively. Therefore, Somaliland as a British Protectorate had established borders as 

enshrined by those treaties delimiting its international boundaries with the neighboring 

territories (the Ethiopian Empire, Italian Somalia in the South and the French Somali territory 

of Djibouti (presently the Republic of Djibouti). The borders of Somaliland at the present are 

the same as they were during its protectorate years, the same during its independence years 
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from the British Crown in 1960 and same as they are today as the independent Republic of 

Somaliland. 

Somaliland troops on parade, 1910 

The British established a protectorate over Somaliland in 1884 and garrisoned it from Aden. 

The protectorate was administered from British India until 1898, then by the Foreign Office, 

and after 1905 the Colonial Office. As in all their colonies, the British recruited indigenous 

peoples into their armed forces to maintain security. When this photograph was taken the 

British were engaged against the forces of the so-called ‘Mad Mullah, Sayid Mohammed 

Abdullah Hassan, who had led a revolt against British rule since 1899.  

Historically, the Ethiopian emperors were always in pursuit to control the Somali-inhabited 

area as well as other nationalities in the area. The ‘mythical kingdom’ at Axum had always 

an interest to bring all nationalities such as the Somalis, the Arusans, the Oromo, the Herari, 

the Guraje, etc. under its control. For a brief period, In 1935/36, Italy took control of Ethiopia 

until the British re-occupied it again after the Second World War when the alliance of Italy 

and Germany were defeated by the allies. However, Britain withdrew as Ethiopia reasserted 
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rule over the Somali population when Britain withdrew. In 1954 Britain handed over the 

‘Haud and Reserved area’ to Ethiopia in 1954. 

Somaliland was declared a British colony in 1884, however, technically it was not so until 

1920 when the Sayid, Mohamed Abdulle Hassan, the leader of the Dervish Movement who 

fought with the British colonial administration was defeated when a combined land forces 

(the Somaliland Camel Corps, the Somaliland Police, together with the 2nd and 6th Kings 

African Rifle (KAR) and contingents of Indian Battalions and air offensive. It was then it 

became a full-flexed protectorate. 

1949 Scott 110 1a scarlet 

Silver Wedding Issue  

In due course and over the time, Somaliland identity 

began to take a formal shape. The beginning of a sense 

of nationalism and Somaliland’s national identity is 

very much rooted in the colonial experience. 

Nevertheless, Somali people share common cultural 

and political identities. The British always allowed the 

tribal leaders and chiefs to run local affairs in their 

traditional ways and the colonial authority left the 

traditional structures and culture of the society in 

place. The other colonial regimes (the Italians and the 

French) had interventionist policies into the Somali 

societies they colonized that showed tendencies in interfering with the lives of the Somali 

societies. 

During the colonial period, the protectorate was administered by colonial political agents, 

commissioners, administrators, and Governors during the colonial period (about 21 in total) 

between 1884 and 1960. The last British Governor, Sir Douglas Hall (a military Governor) was 

in Hargeisa from 11 July 1959 and handed over to a native Somali Governor, Osman Ahmed 

Hassan on 26 June 1960. 
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Somalia was put under 10-years UN Trusteeship in December 1950 with Italy as the 

administrator power to prepare them for independence. Italian Somalia saw different Italian 

administrators or Governors. The last was Mario Di Stefani (1958 to 1960). The Trust 

Territory of Somalia had its first general elections in March 1959 in which 83 out of the 90 

seats in the Legislative Assembly were scooped by a single party, the SYL. 

Decolonization process 

 

From London’s Public Record Office: Somaliland and British leaders agree to Somaliland 

independence  

In the late 1920s, the first political organization (the Somali Islamic Association) was 

established in Aden by members of Somaliland origin in the diaspora for the purpose of 

promoting the discussion of the Somali community issues in Aden and question of the British 

rule in Somaliland. Later on, in the early 1930s, as a spillover from this organization, clubs 

were organized in Somaliland in Berbera and Hargeisa. Hadiyatul Rahman’ (God’s gift) 

Association was opened in Berbera and ‘Al-Khairiya’ (the blessed) Association in Hargeisa. 

Members of those clubs dared to wage critics to the colonial administration. Further 

politicization of the clubs led to the formation of the Somali National Society (SNS). 
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At the end of the Second World War, four of the Somali-inhabited territories with the 

exception of Djibouti which was a French colony), i.e., the British Somaliland Protectorate; 

Somalia, the Northern Frontier District (NFD) ruled together with Kenya as British colony and 

the Somali region in Ethiopia together with Haud and Reserved Area all fell under the British 

rule. 

As nationalism grew, a wholehearted popular vision, converging aspirations and a strong 

wish of the people in the intention developed. The union between Somaliland and Somalia 

was considered as pursuit of the ‘Greater Somalia’ dream and the rise of Somali irredentism 

in bringing all five territories inhabited by ethnic Somalis in East Africa (the Ogaden and Haud 

and Reserve Area under Ethiopian Empire, the Northern Frontier District – NFD – part of the 

British colony with Kenya, the French colony of Djibouti, the British Protectorate of 

Somaliland and South Somalia under Italy). 

The idea of unifying Somalis or the Greater Somalia concept was politically advocated by 

British. At the end of the Second World War, Ernest Bevin (a British Foreign Secretary, a post-

war British politician and statesman) suggested that all Somali-inhabited territories, with the 

exception of Djibouti which was under the French, became under the British rule. Britain 

replaced Italy to rule Ethiopia after its defeat in WWII. In fact, the entire East Africa region 

was under the British colonial rule or Empire. It was on April 1961 that Bevin made the 

proposal and argued that all Somalis be united as one “The best way for the wandering 

Somali pastoral nomads to survive in the marginal environment was to let them united all 

under the British Administration”. But on the international level, the British plan was 

rejected the other big powers (France, USSR and USA) as they were suspicious about the 

British intentions that it would undermine their interests and influences in Somalia. The 

Ethiopian Emperor also protested. In relation to the unity of Somalis, Britain organized the 

formation of Somali Youth Club (SYC) represented by all Somali clans to convince Somalis. 

Meanwhile two prominent political figures from Somaliland protectorate, Michael Mariano 

and Adan??, were then also transferred to Mogadishu to write up the SYC (later changed to 

the Somali Youth League, SYL). The SYL had in its constitution the mandate of uniting all five 

Somali territories under one banner. In the end, a Somali Conference was organized in 

Mogadishu which was chaired by Sultan Abdillahi Suldan Deria from Hargeisa. But the idea 

of British administration (under the UN Trusteeship) was rejected by the politicians of 
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Somalia as they wanted the Italians to implement the UN administration and not the British. 

Thus, the UN Security Council then transferred the trusteeship of Somalia to Italy to prepare 

them for independence after 10 years. The Somali region in Ethiopia, the Ogaden and the 

Haud and Reserve area remained with Ethiopia and in 1963, the NFD became part of 

independent Kenya. 

Bevin’s idea became an important catalytic precursor for the strengthening the concept of 

Somali nationalism and the Greater Somalia notion. The SNS underwent through 

development transformations and it finally changed to Somali National League (SNL) party. 

A combination of factors contributed to raising the consciousness and awareness of people 

of the idea of unifying all Somali territories: (i) from 1945 political campaigns spearheaded 

by the SYL party in the South; (ii) the suggestion of the British Foreign Secretary in 1946 to 

put Somalis together under a trustee in view to gain independence for all Somali territories 

and (iii) the issue of the Somali area known as ‘Ogaden’ which was ceded in 1897 to Ethiopia 

which temporarily became under British jurisdiction in 1947 but handed back to Ethiopia in 

1948 (against the Somalis wish). These factors formed a cocktail of ingredients that sparked 

the Greater Somalia or Pan-Somalia concept or dream, so to speak, among all Somali 

speaking populations in the region. 

The ambition to struggle to achieve the unity of all five Somali-inhabited parts was clearly 

stated by the Somali poets and literature experts such as the late popular and famous poets 

such as Ali Sugulle Egal, Abdillahi Sultan ‘Timacade’, Ahmed Ismail Deria ‘Qasim’ and others. 

“Haddaanan NFDii la hingala dhigin (The NFD issue must be settled), 

Oon huurkiyo laga qaadin heeryada (And cover of the oppression must be unveiled); 

Haddaanan Jabuuti way hakatee, (Djibouti lags behind), 

Oo hilinka kuwa kale hayaan marin (Should take similar path as the other two), 

Haddaanan shantu waa isku hiddee (And the five should have the same identity), 

Is-raacin sida hubka is-wada (They must be united as one like an automatic weapon).” (Ali 

Sugulle Egal). 
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On February 17 1960, the very first Somaliland elections for parliament were held. Four major 

political parties – the SNL, NUF, USP and SYL – and a few independent runners contested for 

33 national seats.  

In 1957 a Legislative Council consisting of 8 official and 2 ex-officio (British) members, 6 

unofficial (Somali) members was formed in Somaliland though the Council was established 

two years earlier (on 10 February 1955) because the Somaliland Constitutional Order came 

in force two years later (in 1957). In 15 February 1960, Somaliland’s first democratically 

elected parliament. The Council consisted of 33 natives (Somalis) and 12 non-natives of 

English and Indian and Arab origins. The names of the 33 Somali MPs elected were: 1) 

Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Egal (Berbera); 2) Ali Garad Jama (Las Anod);3) Osman Garad 

Mohamoud (Teleh); 4) Abdalla H Farah (Widhwidh); 5) Mohamoud Yasin Sh. Muse 

(Odweyne); 6) Mohamed Bihi Shuuriye (Hargeisa); 7) Mohamed Yusuf Geedeeye (Ainabo); 

8) Abdillahi Hussein (Ina Doobikoole) (Hargeisa); 9) Ali Mohamed Haji Abokor (Faraweyne); 

10) Sh. Barkhad Awale (Gabiley); 11) Jama Abdillahi Galib (Ina Diirqadhaadh) (Salahley); 12) 

Ahmed-Keyse Haji Duale (Buroa); 13) Michael Mariano (Eil Afweyn); 14) Mohamed Ali Farah 

(Hiis); 15) Abdillahi Qablan Mohamed (Las Korey); 16) Sh Ahmed Mohamoud Dalmar 

(Erigavo); 17) Ibrahim Eid (Hudun); 18) Mohamoud Ahmed Salah (Jidali); 19) Haji Ibrahim 
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Nur (Dila); 20) Yusuf Ismail Samatar (Hargeisa); 21) Abokor Haji Farah (Buroa); 22) Yusuf 

Kahin Ahmed (Las Dhure); 23) Sh Ali Ismail Yaqub (Duruqsi); 24) Isse Jama Mohamed 

(Qoryaley); 25) Haji Yusuf Iman Guleid (Berbera); 26) Haji Abdillahi Deria (Sheikh); 27) Haji 

Ibrahim Osman Food (Adadley); 28) Haji Aden Yusuf (Bulahar); 29) Ali Qowdan (Mandhera); 

30) Sh Abibakar sh Omer (Borama); 31) Jama Ghelle Isse (Zeila); 32) Haji Muse Ahmed Shirwa 

(Abdulqadir); 33) Abdi Hassan Buni (Boon). 

Towards the final years of the colonial period and in preparations for independence, 

legislative elections were held on February 1960. A number of political parties took part. The 

Somali National League (SNL) which originated from the Somali National Society (SNS); the 

National United Front (NUF aka NAFTA); and the United Somali Party (USP) participated in 

the elections. SNL won the elections with a sliding majority (20 out a total of the 33 seats 

contested); the USP party (12 seats) and the NUF party (1 seat). 

The first elected Legislative Council (Cabinet) were: Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Egal (First 

Minister); Garad Ali Garad Jama (member); Haji Ibrahim Nur (member); Ahmed Haji Duale 

(Ahmed Kayse) (member) and Haji Yusuf Iman (member). 

Mohamed H. Ibrahim Egal 

(right), the leader of the 

political leadership of British 

Somaliland welcomed in 

Mogadishu by the Premier of 

UN Trusteeship of Somalia Mr. 

Abdullahi Issa on April 16, 1960. 

The officer seen in the middle is 

Mohamed Siyad Barre who 

later lead the revolution that 

toppled the government of Prime minister Egal on October 21st 1969.  

On 6 April 1960 the Somaliland Legislative Council had a meeting (chaired by the Governor 

Sir Douglas Hall) in Hargeisa to discuss two items as agenda: 1) to discuss the independence 

of Somaliland and 2) the union with Italian Somalia. The two items were merged and 

discussed as a single item as they were closely related and because the concept of uniting 
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all Somalis which was the main concern of the people. The two items were inseparable. Most 

of the constituent representatives especially the SNL members such as Mohamed Abdi 

Shuriye and Haji Ibrahim Osman Food (Basbaas) among others voiced strongly the union of 

Somaliland with Somalia. However, Philip Carl, a member of the council, despite 

understanding the emotions involved warned that there were other really important issues 

that needed to be discussed. Nonetheless, every other matter was overlooked in the session. 

The conclusion was the agreement to proceed to the union with Somalia. 

The Somaliland Council delegate members discussed whether or not to unite with Italian 

Somalia which was a UN trusteeship. Some members such as Garaad Ali Garaad Jama and 

Mohamed Ibrahim Egal openly suggested that should remain independent and wait for a 

while before joining with the South. Similar suggestions were reported to have been made 

by most politicians from the Italian Somalia council members. They found that the idea was 

a bit hasty and premature and even suggested for the northerners to buy more time. 

A Somaliland Council delegation consisting of 3 members (Mohamed I Egal, Garaad Ali 

Garaad Jama and Haji Ibrahim Nur with Lieutenant Abdillahi Aden ‘Congo’ as an overall 

security observer and advisor left for Mogadishu for discussion with the Government of 

Abdillahi Essa Mohamoud in the South which was the last government in the trusteeship 

period of 1956-1960). Matters developed in rapidity. The public anxiety pushed the leaders 

more to forge the union with the Somalis in the South. The Somaliland delegation was under 

extreme pressures from the public. They were instructed to bring a positive response (the 

union) back on their return from the South. Therefore, the overwhelming emotionally 

charged population in the Protectorate was the force behind that dictated the union deal 

with no strings attached to it.  The main agenda was the union without the attachment of 

conditions or strings. 
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On 2 May 1960, the Somaliland 

cabinet led by Mohamed Ibrahim 

Egal left for a ten-day 

constitutional conference in 

London to meet their British 

counterparts. The members of the 

delegation composed of the 

following members: Mohamed 

Haji Ibrahim Egal, Minister of Local 

Government and leader of 

Government Business; Ali Garad 

Jama, Minister of Communications 

and Works; Haji Ibrahim Nur, Minister of Social Services; and Ahmed Haji Duale, Minister of 

Natural Resources. The delegation was accompanied by a legal Advisor, Mr. Neil Lawson, 

and the Governor of the Protectorate, Sir Douglas Hall (K.C.M.G) and Mohamoud Abdi 

Arraleh (Secretary to the delegation). The Colonial Office was represented by Ian Macleod; 

D.B. Hall; and H.C.F Wilks (Secretary). 

The Somaliland delegation requested for independence. On 12 May 1960, a date was agreed 

and set for the independence of Somaliland protectorate to be on 26 June 1960. An 

agreement was signed on the day as an acceptable proposal. This date marks a historical 

time and a characteristic landmark for the people of Somaliland. 

In 1947 the SNL party of the North was campaigning for the amalgamation of all Somalis in 

the region to be united. That was mainly due to the fact that most of the Somali politicians 

feared of the negativity of ‘clannism’ as divisive in such a way that it would be exploited by 

foreign powers in the United Nations who were, at the time, in debates of the political 

destiny of the Somali people. Anything less than the wholehearted support for unity and 

‘Greater Somalia’ would weaken the case of non-unification by the politicians was the 

dream. 

The overall intention of the unification of the two Somali territories was taken as a model 

step to the ultimate Greater Somalia ambition that became the byword amongst the 

Somalis. The politicians, had no other choice but to play that as a political card. The SNL’s 

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/06/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 69



 

 

campaigns before the election were mostly based on this fact in line with the popular 

political view. That also existed in Somalia. It was being pushed by the Somali Youth League 

(SYL). 

As the campaigns for independence 

of the British protectorate gathered 

momentum, the first Legislative 

Council, consisting of 6 Somalis and 8 

British which was established in 

1957, was increased to 33 elected 

official members in 1959. Mohamed 

Haji Ibrahim Egal, as First Minister or 

the leader of the Council and led 

Somaliland to independence from 

Britain on 26 June 1960 as an 

independent state, with its own 

constitution and a government 

headed by Egal was formed. At 

independence, the last British 

Governor of British Somaliland 

Protectorate, Sir Douglas Hall, handed over the governorship to Osman Ahmed Hassan as 

the first native Somali administrator. British Somaliland Protectorate was granted as an 

independent country on 26 June 1960. That year was famous for the phrase “the winds of 

change” within the British Empire as it was used in a speech by the then British Prime 

Minister, Harold Macmillan. Of the British colonies in the African continent, Somaliland 

became an independent state after Sudan (which became independent in 1956) and Ghana 

in 1957, while Ethiopia was never colonized. It was an imperial state. In its first session, the 

government of Somaliland voted for union with brothers in the South with an overwhelming 

majority. 

https://www.somaliaonline.com/community/topic/101905-the-rebirth-of-somaliland-1-

history-of-somaliland/ 
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Ethiopia not doing enough to curb ethnic violence: Amnesty  

Monday June 11, 2018 - Amnesty International 

on Friday accused the Ethiopian government of 

not doing enough to prevent escalating ethnic 

violence in some of its regions. 

Oromia, the country's biggest region, is home to 

Ethiopia's largest ethnic group, the Oromo. 

And groups of Oromo youths have been targetting thousands of Amhara, the country's 

second-largest ethnic group, in recent months, with 20 people being killed in attacks since 

last October. 

"The Ethiopian government must take action to prevent these brutal attacks on the Amhara 

community, who have been targeted due to their ethnicity and now face being made 

homeless," Joan Nyanyuki, Amnesty International's East Africa director, said in a statement. 

Amnesty said that this week, Oromo youth groups had surrounded Amhara homes, beating 

residents, and looting property. 

"But residents say the authorities have done nothing to stop them," the statement said. 

Ethiopia is divided into ethnically demarcated federal regions. But inter-communal conflicts 

has become common in recent months, particularly in Oromia. 

Last year, a spate of ethnic violence along Oromia's shared border with neighbouring Somali 

region left hundreds dead and at least 1.1 million displaced, according to the United Nations. 

Fighting has also been ongoing since April between neighbouring communities in Oromia 

and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples' Region, which the UN says has displaced 

around 427,000 people. 
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While Ethiopian state media reported in January that the government had allocated 500 

million birr ($18.1 million, 15.4 million euros) to help people displaced by conflict, Amnesty 

accused new Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of not doing enough. 

"Ethiopia's new government has been making great strides to improve human rights in the 

country, but the pattern of ethnically motivated violent attacks and displacement is being 

shamefully ignored," Nyanyuki said. 

After taking office in April, Abiy, an Oromo, called for peace in a visit to the Somali regional 

capital, saying the fighting between the two peoples was "contrary to the Ethiopian culture 

and a shameful spot in our history," according to state media. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Jun/158555/ethiopia_not_doing_enough_to_curb

_ethnic_violence_amnesty.aspx 
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