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5 Civilians Dead in Mortar Attack in Mogadishu  

July 01, 2018  

At least five civilians were killed and more 

than 10 others wounded after al-Shabab 

militants fired mortars in a residential areas of 

Somalia's capital, Mogadishu. 

Security Ministry Spokesman Abdulaziz Ali 

Ibrahim confirmed to VOA Somali the casualties were the results of a mortar attack. 

Security experts in Mogadishu told VOA Somali three 60mm mortars landed near mid-day in 

a civilian neighborhood in Wadajir district near the headquarters of the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) at Mogadishu airport. 

The al-Shabab militant group claimed responsibility for the attack Sunday and said it 

targeted the AU forces headquarters. 

Desperate al-Shabab 

U.N. Deputy Special Representative for Somalia Peter de Clercq says such attacks by al-

Shabab are a “desperate” activity by the militant group. 

“These are hit and run attacks, they take extremely high risks themselves in that respect of 

being detected, but they were willing to take those risks,” de Clercq told VOA during an 

interview in Mogadishu. “Desperate people are very difficult to stop, they have no concern 

for their own security, safety or lives, that is clearly the case here.” 

De Clercq reiterated statements by U.N. officials that al-Shabab militants do not pose an 

existential threat to the Somali government, “It [Al-Shabab] continues to be a spoiler, they 
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continue to undertake the activity in a way that gives them the best possible feasibility as 

they see it, but no, this does not constitute an existential threat to what we are trying to do 

here together with the government or the future of Somalia.” 

He said significant improvements in the security situation in Mogadishu have taken place. 

Vehicle access within the Mogadishu city center has been restricted by security forces. 

De Clercq said its important Somali security forces are “fully equipped and fully supported” 

to undertake their tasks. 

The attack came as Somalia celebrates the 58th anniversary of the country’s independence 

and the union of the south and north regions. The northern region, today’s Somaliland, has 

declared independence from Somalia, but has not gained international recognition. 

Warning of humanitarian crisis 

Meanwhile, the United Nations is warning Somaliland and Somalia's state of Puntland that 

further conflict in the disputed Tukaraq area could result in a major humanitarian crisis. 

De Clercq says the situation could get worse if the two sides start sustained fighting. 

The two sides clashed in June, resulting in the deaths of dozens of people, mainly soldiers. 

U.N. and regional observers say the two sides are massing troops in the area. 

De Clercq agrees the situation is “extremely tense” with no dialogue between Somaliland 

and Puntland. He says, "Any misperception, any mistake on either side can easily result in 

fighting breaking out and as a result a major humanitarian suffering in the process.” 

The United Nations is urging the two sides to avoid conflict. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/civilians-dead-in-mortar-attack-in-mogadishu/4462278.html 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-blast-injures-governor-kills-

bodyguard-near-mogadishu 
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Congratulations galore as Somalia turns 58 

Sunday July 1 2018 

Several world leaders Sunday congratulated Somalia as 

it marked 58 years of independence. US President 

Donald Trump sent a message, stating: “On behalf of 

the United States of America, I wish you and the people 

of Somalia a joyous 58th anniversary of independence.”  

“The United States looks forward to continuing its partnership with the people and 

government of Somalia to work toward a brighter future,” he added. 

 “Working together to build a stable, peaceful, prosperous Somalia is in the interest of both 

of our nations. You will continue to have our support on this path.” 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo presided over the celebrations at the Conis Stadium 

in north Mogadishu. 

The Somali National Army (SNA) mounted a guard of honour while a popular music group, 

the Waberi, provided the entertainment. 

The former Italian colony attained its independence on July 1, 1960 and on the same day 

merged with the former British Somaliland Protectorate, which had obtained independence 

five days earlier on June 26. 

The two regions formed the Somali Republic and adopted a multiparty democracy. However, 

a group of army officers staged a coup on October 21, 1969, abolishing the constitution that 

granted the young nation the holding of three general elections, two presidents and three 

prime ministers in just nine years. 
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President Farmajo congratulated the Somali people and urged all the citizens to uphold their 

glorious days like July 1. 

“July 1 is a symbol of our independence and unity. It is the day our people removed the 

ruthless clutches of the colonialism and embarked on sovereignty,” said the president. 

The president had on the eve of the celebrations urged the Somali people to unite to achieve 

the objectives of the rejection of colonialism. 

 “Under the current circumstance, if we are united, we shall be able to build a better future,” 

he said at the Ufficcio Governo building, the seat of Mogadishu Municipality. 

Despite turning 58, the Horn of Africa state faces numerous problems, including a vicious 

war against the Al-Qaeda linked Al-Shabaab. 

It was also in the throes of a separatism drive by Somaliland, an authority in the former 

British Somaliland Protectorate that unilaterally declared independence from the rest of 

Somalia in 1991. 

An ongoing clash between Somaliland and Puntland, an authority in Northeastern Somalia, 

over the control of the disputed Sool and Sanaag regions in the northern part of the country 

is another thorn in the feet of the federal government of President Farmajo. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Somalia-celebrates-independence/4552908-

4641222-udlrds/index.html 
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Custodian of Two Holy Mosques Congratulates President of Somalia on 

Independence Day 

Jeddah, Shawwal June 30, 2018Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud has sent a cable of congratulations 

to President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo of the Federal Republic of 

Somalia on the anniversary of his country's Independence Day. 

In his own name and on behalf of the people and government of the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques wished the President 

constant good health and happiness and his people steady progress and prosperity. 

https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewfullstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1780323 
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HRH Crown Prince Congratulates President of Somalia on Independence Day 

Jeddah, Shawwal June 30, 2018,  

His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 

Saud, the Crown Prince, Vice President of the Council of Ministers 

and Minister of Defense, has sent a cable of congratulations to 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo of the Federal Republic of 

Somalia on the anniversary of his country's Independence Day.  

In his cable, HRH the Crown Prince wished the President constant good health and happiness 

and his people steady progress and prosperity 

https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewfullstory.php?lang=en&newsid=1780324 
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https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2735122&Language=en 
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https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2735083&language=en 
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US President sends message to Somalia 

1st July 2018  

Message from U.S. President Donald Trump to 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed on the 

Occasion of Independence Day 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the United States of America, I wish you and the people of Somalia a joyous 

58th anniversary of independence. 

The United States looks forward to continuing its partnership with the people and 

government of Somalia to work toward a brighter future.  Working together to build a stable, 

peaceful, prosperous Somalia is in the interest of both of our nations.  You will continue to 

have our support on this path. 

Sincerely, 

Donald J. Trump 

https://mareeg.com/us-president-sends-message-to-somalia/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-

work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 02/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 11

https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-un-urges-somalis-to-work-together-in-spirit-of-natl-unity


 

 

 

https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-isil-linked-faction-steps-up-

attacks-in-mogadishu 
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Abdiqani: Driven by a vocation to answer calls of distress in Mogadishu 

29 Jun 2018 In a city plagued with emergencies, it takes a unique combination of courage, 

determination and compassion to respond to a crisis call in the Somali capital of Mogadishu. 

Despite the city’s volatility, groups of volunteer workers walk the streets and alleys of 

Mogadishu day and night, ready to respond to calls for help amid life-threatening 

emergencies. 

“Our work entails saving lives and property. It is the humane thing to do,” says Abdiqani 

Mohamed Ahmed Dhaloole, the 30-year-old director of the Mogadishu municipality’s fire 

department who heads a 90-member emergency services team. A graduate of Mogadishu’s 

Hope University with a degree in public administration, Abdiqani took over the helm of the 

Fire and Emergency Department of the Benadir Regional Administration last year. He 

immediately set himself the goal of enhancing the department’s capability to handle the 

city’s emergency needs. 

“Our services are badly needed by the rapidly growing population in Mogadishu. Two things 

are important for a human being: life and property. These two must be protected,” notes 

Abdiqani. Existing demand for the services of the city’s fire rescue team far outstrips their 

resources currently. Moreover, team members run risks every day to serve the city’s 

estimated population of three million people. 

“For you to save lives, you must first be safe. To save lives, the firefighters need insulated 

clothing complete with helmets, gloves, boots and breathing apparatus. This is to provide 

protection from the inherent risks that come with fighting fires,” says Abdiqani. The 

Galkacyo-born Abdiqani joined the city’s Fire and Emergency Department in 2013 as its head 

of operations. He acknowledges that fire incidents in the city are on the rise and cause untold 

suffering to many residents. “On average, we respond to between 15 and 20 fire 

emergencies in a month,” he states. When he became the city’s fire chief in 2017, Abdiqani 

took steps to restructure the department and introduce systems aimed at enhancing service 

delivery in the city. The move yielded positive changes, according to Abdiqani. “We have 
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been successful in conducting training for team members. We are now planning to open two 

more fire emergency centres this year to decentralise our services in the city,” he adds. 

Founded in 2012, the fire and emergency service has found itself at the centre of a series of 

man-made calamities in the Somali capital. Team members sometimes work around the 

clock to rescue people buried under rubble from collapsed buildings brought down by 

explosions and provide survivors with life-saving emergency medical services. While the 

security situation in Mogadishu has significantly improved in recent years, fires and other 

emergencies continue to occur. “Congested areas and big markets such as Bakara, Ba’aad 

and Hamarweyne are prone to fires. Fires in these areas have devastating consequences and 

sometimes destroy property worth millions of dollars,” the fire department director 

explains. Members of the fire and emergency team have been trained in fire suppression 

and rescue techniques and routinely work 72-hour-long shifts to cope with the city’s needs. 

Equipped with a fleet of five fire trucks and two ambulances, the department has responded 

to at least 400 fires since the start of this year. 

Recalling the tragic October 2017 bomb attack that killed over 500 people and injured 

hundreds of others, Abdiqani says the nature of emergencies in the city requires a resilient 

and dedicated workforce who can withstand the heart-wrenching scenes of death and 

destruction. “When confronted with such emergencies, you have the dual task of not only 

putting out the fire that is burning the victims, but also ensuring they stay alive,” he adds. 

The challenges facing his team are many, notably the absence of fire hydrants in the capital. 

“Fire hydrants are critical to be able to supplement our own water supply,” says Abdiqani. 

“Currently we are forced to return to the station miles away to get more water. But the fire 

will not wait for you.” 

Despite the challenges, Abdiqani has ambitious plans for the city’s fire department as he 

seeks to enhance further the unit’s effectiveness. These plans include working with the 

Benadir Regional Administration to understand the needs of Mogadishu’s residents and 

serve them better. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/abdiqani-driven-vocation-answer-calls-distress-

mogadishu 
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Somali Cabinet Endorses Establishment Of A National Agency For Persons 

With Disabilities 

29 June 2018 

The Council of MInisters has approved a bill seeking the establishment of the National 

Agency for Persons with Disabilities in Somalia. The bill was presented before the Cabinet by 

the Ministry of Women and Human Rights. 

The Ministry has hailed the approval of the bill as a huge milestone as people with disabilities 

in Somalia will finally have a voice and an advocate agency to help them demand for equal 

participation in nation-building. Deputy Information Minister, Adan Ishaq, said the approved bill specifies the rights and the care 

required by people with special needs. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/june-29-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-

partnerships/  

EUTM - SOMALIA 02/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 16

http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/
http://www.somalilandpress.com/somalilandvp-calls-for-formulation-of-regulations-on-partnerships/


 

Somalia connection in sugar smuggling syndicate revealed  

Sunday July 1, 2018 - The sugar wars that are 

threatening to unravel the Jubilee ruling coalition 

have focused mostly on the product that is 

imported by scores of licensed traders. But, 

unknown to many Kenyans, a significant amount of 

sugar consumed in the country is contraband 

Brazilian product imported via the Kismayu port and smuggled in through the porous 

Somalia border. A study by a Danish think-tank shows how political, business, bureaucratic 

and security interests in Somalia and Kenya are fuelling the smuggling that threatens the 

country’s political and economic stability. It describes the smuggling as a “dangerous, 

lucrative and highly political business.’’ 

SUGAR BELT NEGLECT - Sweet secrets: Sugar smuggling and State formation in Kenya-

Somalia borderlands by Prof Jacob Rasmussen of Denmark’s Roskilde University, blames 

official neglect of the sugar sector in western Kenya and marginalisation of the country’s 

northern region for the smuggling It names a former governor and a leading politician from 

northern Kenya as some of the top politicians involved in the trade.  There are at least 70 

businessmen in Kismayu, Garissa and Nairobi who operate lucrative rings that earn them 

millions of dollars a year. In contrast to the sugar that comes in through Mombasa, which is 

imported by licensed traders, the one from Somalia is contraband and is mostly from Brazil. 

The smugglers have hundreds of trucks that operate between Garissa and Kismayu. On their 

way to Kismayu, they carry Kenyan food and consumer goods and, on their way back, they 

are loaded with hundreds of bags of contraband sugar. The researchers spoke to a number 

of truck drivers on the frontline of the smuggling. 

SECURITY THREAT - The study says the Kenyan military, its Somali allies and Al-Shabaab 

militants are cooperating on the trade in a move that has serious security consequences for 

both Kenya and Somalia. The government is denied hundreds of millions of shillings in taxes 

yet some of its agencies, including the military, police and KRA, are involved in unofficial 
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taxation of the trade. From Kismayu, which has been under the control of the Kenya Defence 

Forces since 2012, the sugar passes through Al-Shabaab controlled territory to Garissa and 

Nairobi where it is repackaged and sold as a local product. There is also a big market of the 

commodity in northeastern, especially in refugee camps, the study reveals. 

JUBILEE RIFT - Sugar trade has of late become a political hot potato with accusations that 

some traders imported the product laced with mercury. Some 1.2 million bags of sugar have 

been seized by police in Nairobi, Kitui, Machakos and Migori in the past fortnight. Senior 

officials of the Kenya Bureau of Standards, including former managing director Charles 

Ongwae, have been charged with allowing the sugar into the country. The crackdown has 

turned into a face-off between the two wings of the ruling Jubilee coalition loyal to President 

Uhuru Kenyatta and his Deputy William Ruto. Some in the Ruto faction feel the crackdown 

has targeted them while leaving out supporters of the President who are also sugar 

importers. Last week, National Assembly Majority Leader Aden Duale, a leading ally of the 

DP, accused the government of targeting small Somali sugar sellers instead of going for big 

importers. He named godowns in Nakuru and western Kenya he said were full of imported 

sugar. And this week, Aldai MP Cornelly Serem named the President’s brother, Muhoho, as 

one of the importers. 

MARGINALISATION - Prof Rasmussen’s study was funded by the Danish Consultative 

Research Committee for Development (FFU) and published by the Danish Institute for 

International Studies and Centre for African Economics. “Sugar smuggling in northern Kenya 

is informed by decades of political marginalisation of the northern territories by the Kenyan 

central government. Corruption and structural neglect of domestic sugar production in 

western Kenya is also influenced by struggles over political power in Nairobi,” the study says. 

Before KDF took control of Kismayu, al-Shabaab’s main income came from charcoal. But this 

has since shifted to sugar as it has become easier for them to control the transportation and 

levying of taxes along the route from Kismayu into Kenya. 

CONFLICT ECONOMY - Although KDF has been criticised for enabling the trade, the study 

also targets the political and business interests that fuel the trade in Somalia and northern 

Kenya as political elites rely heavily on the conflict economy to establish and maintain 

power. In 2015, the Journalists For Justice lobby group published a research report in which 

it said 150,000 tonnes of illegal sugar entered Kenya from Kismayu in 2014. This amounts to 
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$400 million (Sh40 billion) worth of annual revenue divided between KDF, Al-Shabaab, local 

businessmen and politicians, as well as police and KRA officials. In 2014 up to 230 trucks left 

Kismayu every week, each carrying 14 tonnes of sugar, and even though they are no longer 

in control of the harbour, al-Shabaab charges $1,000 per truck. Checkpoints between 

Kismayu and the Kenyan border are divided between the militants and KDF, where KDF and 

Somali officials in Jubaland are said to charge a tax of $2 per sack of 50 and sometimes 100 

kg. On the Somali side of the border in Dhobley, the Jubaland administration collects a 

further tax of $600 per truck. To cross the border at Liboi truck owners pay another $600 to 

the KDF and an expected final $600 to the police at the Dadaab refugee camp. 

SUGAR GODOWNS - Sugar warehouses are distributed along the route from the border at 

Liboi all the way to Mandera in the north.The sugar godowns in Dadaab, El Wak, Modogashe, 

Habaswein, Wajir, and Mandera each form local distribution points, indicating local demand 

for sugar. Although the trade has been in existence for nearly two decades, the rise of Al-

Shabaab insurgent group has brought in a new security dimension, the study says. The trade 

has also become associated with Kenyan politics in novel ways, as the mismanagement of 

national sugar production increases the demand for sugar while protectionist trade policies 

have obstructed sufficient imports. 

'STATE AGAINST ITSELF' - The Somalia sugar bridges a deficit in Kenyan production. The study 

says because the Somali State is all but absent, local politicians, businessmen and militias 

cooperate, compete, and negotiate the rules of the game. KDF’s involvement, the study 

adds, undermines their legitimacy. It also gives the trade an important role in escalating 

security concerns and instability on both sides of the border. It is ironical, the study says, 

that the Kenyan government sets up the rules of taxation and official passage across the 

border, hence defining illicitness as non-compliance with these rules. Yet the active 

involvement of the KDF and other Kenyan state agencies in the illicit trade make the Kenyan 

state a co-producer of illicit practices, thus effectively setting the State against itself. 

LOCAL PRODUCTION - But at the heart of the contraband sugar imports is Kenya’s inability 

to be self-sufficient in local production, the paper says.According to annual reports by the 

US Department of Agriculture, Kenyan sugar consumption is growing, yet local production is 

declining. In 2011 domestic production covered 70 per cent of local consumption, but in 

2015 the local share was down to 62 per cent. In 2014, Kenya had a sugar deficit of 200,000 
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tonnes. Outdated sugar mills that are closed regularly for maintenance are blamed for the 

deficit. Small-scale farmers who supply most of the cane have not been paid for months. 

This also applies to other public factories like Nzoia. Private millers like West Kenya have 

resorted to imports. Kenya’s sugar processing is slow and expensive, resulting in production 

costs that are 50 to 60 per cent higher than in neighbouring Uganda and Tanzania, not to 

mention Ethiopia, which has increased its sugar cane production in recent years as part of 

government-led agricultural development projects. In Kenya, Mumias Sugar Company 

Limited, the largest producer, which accounts for close to 60 per cent of national sugar 

output, has been wracked by financial irregularities and corruption, repeatedly interrupting 

production since 2012. These irregularities and the high production costs of Kenyan sugar 

meant that locally milled sugar in 2014 sold for up to Sh133 a kilo, whereas smuggled sugar 

went for as little as Sh60 a kilo. With these price differences in mind it is easy to see the 

potential for profit in repackaging and selling smuggled sugar as if it were local sugar, the 

study says 

POWERFUL CARTELS - The sugar importers are so powerful and dangerous that even 

government officials are forced to play ball. The Dadaab refugee camp, close to Garissa in 

northern Kenya, is one of the major hubs for the trade with hundreds of thousands of 

clients.The report cites a 2014 incident in which a police officer was shot dead in the camp 

when he acted against the advice of his sugar patron, an influential local politician. Officially, 

his killing was blamed on Al-Shabaab. The report also quotes a regional commissioner newly 

posted to the area narrating how he was threatened by a sugar trader who visited him in his 

office. “If he was unwilling to cooperate, the businessman pointed out that the 

commissioner had three options; either to seek transfer of placement by himself, to have 

the businessman take care of his transfer or to never return to his family. Such blunt 

intimidation testifies to the power and connectedness of the people involved in the 

smuggling.’’ 

COMPLICIT SUPPORT - KDF’s implicit support or acceptance of Al-Shabaab’s huge profits 

from the trade, the study says, goes directly against the official security interests of the 

Kenyan state and produces incentives for local politicians to keep the conflict going.  On April 

2, 2015, when al-Shabaab attacked Garissa University College, killing 148 people mostly 

students, the government announced it had frozen the accounts of 86 companies it said 
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supported the militants. Nation investigations at the time revealed that none of the sugar 

barons were named in the list of 86 companies and individuals. Reports by the United 

Nations and a US government agency say there are about 70 businessmen — in Kismayu, 

Garissa and Nairobi — who are brokers in the sugar trade. According to a report prepared 

jointly by the United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) and Interpol, Al-Shabaab’s 

primary source of income appears to be from informal taxation at roadblocks The report said 

the militants make as much as Sh1.5 billion a year from just one roadblock. “There are five 

checkpoints between Kismayu and Garissa — three by Al-Shabaab and two by the KDF. The 

sugar trucks are waved through all the checkpoints without checks,” said a source. Kenya’s 

military chiefs have previously denied allegations of involvement in any illicit activity in 

Somalia 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158828/somalia_connection_in_sugar_smuggl

ing_syndicate_revealed.aspx 
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Rainfall expected to drive food security improvement in Somalia: report 

 

MOGADISHU, June 30 

Above average rainfall throughout 2018 is expected to drive food security improvements in 

Somalia, a donor-funded report released on Saturday says. 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET), an early warning system that 

monitors food insecurity, says food security has improved considerably in many of the areas 

worst-affected by the 2016/17 drought, as a result of large-scale humanitarian assistance 

and improvements in seasonal performance. 

The report says April to June Gu (main rainy season) rainfall started earlier than normal and 

was significantly above average. 

"Overall the harvest in July is expected to be average. Flooding increased recession 

cultivation opportunities and the September off-season Gu harvest is expected to be above 

average," FewsNet said. 

The report says large-scale humanitarian assistance throughout 2017 also played a 

significant role in driving improvements and likely preventing catastrophic outcomes. 

"Despite early indications that the April to June 2018 Gu season would be below average, 

heavy rainfall during this time has been largely beneficial, and this alongside continued 

humanitarian assistance has supported further food security improvements across much of 

Somalia," FEWS Net said. 

The report warns of an elevated likelihood of an El Niño event occurring in late 2018, driving 

above-average rainfall during the October to December Deyr season. 
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"Deyr rainfall is expected to support average production and normal livestock births and 

productivity in most areas, though flooding will likely cause crop losses in riverine and 

lowland areas," said FEWS Net. 

The Horn of Africa nation experienced a prolonged drought from late 2016 through late 2017 

that resulted in significant livestock losses and consecutive seasons of below-average 

production, causing severe and at times extreme acute food insecurity. 

According to FEWS Net, the performance of the 2017 Deyr season (October-December) was 

mixed, but overall rainfall was sufficient to support improved livestock conditions and near 

normal production, and food security began improving in late 2017. 

It said most water catchments were fully replenished with Gu rainfall and free water is 

available through natural sources, causing the price of water to seasonally decline across 

most reference markets between February and May. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-06/30/c_137292249.htm 
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Britain boosts AU mission's efforts to stabilize Somalia  

Sunday July 1, 2018 - MOGADISHU - Britain has donated 47 

heavy machinery to help boost the capacity of African 

Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) in its fight against 

extremist group, al-Shabab as part of efforts to stabilize 

the Horn of African nation. AMISOM said on Sunday the heavy machinery which includes 

tractor trucks, bulldozers, backhoe and front end loaders, forklifts and module dump tipper 

among others will help in clearing main supply routes as the force steps up the condition-

based transition process. "We know with this equipment, we can improve our operations 

capability and also it will help us, jointly with the Somalis, meet the requirement of Phase 

One of our transition," Sector One Commander, Brigadier Paul Lokech said in a statement 

issued in Mogadishu. Lokech said the heavy machinery equipment which will be used mostly 

in southern region and Mogadishu will come in handy in the current period when the force 

is determined to kick out al-Shabab from the key areas they still occupy. He pledged to use 

the equipment wisely to make the transition process a success and also secure main supply 

routes to enable free movement of humanitarian supplies and people. The UN Security 

Council in 2017 approved the gradual reduction of AMISOM troops and transfer of security 

responsibilities to Somali national security forces. The AU troops are participating in many 

operations, ranging from conducting combat operations against the al-Shabab to securing 

the Main Supply Routes, by conducting regular patrols and escorting vehicles carrying 

humanitarian relief aid. British Ambassador to Somalia, David Concar who delivered the 

equipment said his government will collaborate with AMISOM in its efforts to stabilize 

Somalia and help secure lasting peace and security. "What we are doing today, transferring 

5.6 million pounds worth of equipment is, we hope, going to make a real difference to the 

ability of AMISOM to clear roads, supply routes and to press ahead with stabilizing Somalia 

and working in partnership with Somalia's own forces as they get stronger," Concar said. 

Enditem 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158841/britain_boosts_au_mission_s_efforts_

to_stabilize_somalia.aspx  
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UAE continues urgent relief efforts in drought-stricken Somalia 

PUNTLAND, Somalia,1st July, 2018-- Teams from the Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation 

have begun the distribution of emergency relief assistance to Somali families in villages in 

Puntland State, northeastern Somalia, as part of phase two of a campaign launched to assist 

those ravaged by drought in the region. 900 tonnes of food aid is being delivered to help 

recipients endure the hardships caused by the drought that has plagued their land and 

harmed farms and livestock . 

This follows the Foundation's provision of 824 tonnes of food items to around 30,000 people 

in the also affected area of Jubaland, as part of the campaign's first phase . 

The initiative is in implementation of the directives of President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the support of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and 

the follow-up of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Presidential Affairs, and Chairman of the Khalifa Foundation . 

A spokesman from the Foundation said the relief assistance is targeting 20,000 Somali 

families - around 100,000 people - in Puntland where large quantities of food parcels are 

being distributed in areas including Cayn and Aluula  . He added that the campaign will see 

the distribution of a further 20,000 food baskets containing basic food items in other regions 

including Bari, Karkaar, Nugal, Sanaag, Gardafuul and Sool . 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302696849 
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DP World assists 120,000 individuals during Ramadan 

DUBAI, 1st July, 2018 (WAM) -- A range of food donation drives were organised during this 

year’s Holy Month of Ramadan by global trade enabler, DP World, across its network to 

benefit more than 120,000 people in the UAE, Senegal, Indonesia, Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, 

Mozambique and Republic of Somaliland. 

These included the distribution of 34 tonnes of dates to schools and businesses in Djibouti 

and the Republic of Somaliland provided by the Dar Al Ber Society in Dubai; a traditional iftar 

or Ramadan fast-breaking meal for 200 orphans and the distribution of 700 food packs every 

day for three weeks in Surabaya, Indonesia; delivery of food to over 6,000 underprivileged 

children at eight schools in Senegal; the distribution of food parcels to remote areas of 

Djazair, Algeria; the distribution of 1,000 bags of groceries to the underprivileged in Sokhna, 

Egypt; and a food donation drive for a home for the elderly in Maputo, Mozambique. 

In the UAE, DP World ran a Ramadan Iftar Programme that provided 3,000 meals every day 

for workers, an iftar for the elderly, Eid gifts for children at the Dubai Foundation for Women 

and Children, and a clothes and food donation drive at its head office. 

Regarding the donations, the Group Chairman and CEO of DP World, Sultan Ahmed Bin 

Sulayem, noted, "We are proud of the work of our people to support local communities in 

countries where we operate, and the food and clothes donation initiatives during the Holy 

Month of Ramadan. 

"Taking the lead from the UAE’s Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, a 

country’s people are their most important asset and we are committed to building vibrant, 

secure and resilient societies as part of our ongoing strategy to integrate sustainability into 

every aspect of our work. Such efforts also reflect the UAE’s reputation for delivering 

continued assistance to other nations, established by our past and present leaders". 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302696901 
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16 foreign students in Mersin detained over Gülen links 

July 1, 2018  

Sixteen foreign students 

studying in Turkey — 10 

from Somalia, three from 

Djibouti, two from Guinea 

and one from Syria — were 

detained when Mersin 

police raided 10 houses as 

part of an investigation into 

the faith-based the Gülen movement, the Anadolu news agency reported on Saturday, citing 

the chief public prosecutor’s office. 

According to the report police are still searching for seven more students who are enrolled 

at Mersin University. 

In a separate case, at least 29 suspects, including active duty soldiers, were detained across 

Turkey on Saturday for their alleged links to the Gülen movement. 

Thirteen active duty soldiers were detained in simultaneous operations conducted in nine 

provinces, including the capital Ankara, Kırıkkale in Central Anatolia and Diyarbakır in the 

east, Anadolu reported, citing unnamed sources. 

At least 200 former serviceman and active duty military personnel have been detained since 

the presidential and parliamentary elections on June 24. 

https://www.turkishminute.com/2018/07/01/16-foreign-students-in-mersin-detained-

over-gulen-links/ 
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Somali Police officers trained on prevention and handling of sexual violence 

cases 

Belet Weyne, 30 June 2018 – The African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) has embarked on 

a seven-day training for Somali Police officers 

on sexual and gender-based violence. 

The workshop, being held in Belet Weyne, the 

headquarters of Hiran region, has attracted 25 police officers from different departments 

including the community policing unit. 

Speaking at the opening of the training, Superintendent of Police Seth Tay, from AMISOM 

Police Training and Development Unit, said the training seeks to empower Somali police 

officers to formulate strategies that will facilitate quick response to sexual and gender-based 

violence cases that frequently occur in the region. 

“The aim of the course is to equip SPF (Somali Police Force) with the requisite knowledge, 

skills and attitude necessary to appropriately respond to and collaborate with other 

stakeholders to effectively deal with SGBV (sexual and gender-based violence) related 

crimes in the Hiran region,” said Superintendent Tay. 

The key areas to be covered during the training include introduction to SGBV and its causes 

and effects on the community. The officers will also be trained on the techniques of 

interviewing suspects, how to receive complaints from victims and how to handle abused 

children. 

The trainees will also be equipped with skills on how to collect criminal and forensic evidence 

in cases involving sexual violence, handling of crime scenes and application of preventive 

strategies in the communities. 
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Abdullahi Ahmed Maalin, the governor of Hiran region who officially opened the training 

urged the trainees to take advantage of the opportunity and apply the skills gained to 

improve policing in their respective communities. 

“You represent the whole of Somalia, particularly HirShabelle state, Hiran region and Belet 

Weyne district. The skills you gain from here have to be applied in the communities where 

you come from. When we get trained as the police, we are able to undertake the tasks at 

our police stations in terms investigations, follow up and detention of suspects,” said Mr. 

Maalin. 

He urged the officers to take their work seriously, saying policing was critical in stabilizing 

the country and achieving lasting peace and security. 

Duniya Ibrahim Hassan from Criminal Investigation Department at Belet Weyne Police 

Station expressed hope that the training would positively impact the operations in handling 

cases of sexual and gender-based violence. 

“Today we have undertaken training on sexual and gender-based violence and how to 

handle vulnerable people especially women and children. We really understood the lessons 

and it is very important. We will go back to the community and also the police stations and 

handle those matters. People will benefit from this training,” she said. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somali-police-officers-trained-prevention-and-

handling-sexual-violence-cases 
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Somali Police officers trained on community policing 

June 30, 2018 - A three-day workshop organized by 

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) to foster 

strong working relationship between police officers 

and community members has concluded in Baidoa, 

the administrative capital of South West state. 

The workshop, which commenced on Tuesday, sought to enhance collaboration between 

the police and local residents through community policing to help promote peace and 

security in neighbourhoods. 

Speaking at the end of the workshop, Superintendent of Police (SP) Offor Joseph Emeka, 

AMISOM Police Reform, Restructuring and Development Advisor, noted the seminar 

educated police officers and residents on the importance of community policing in 

maintaining of law and order in regions. 

“Community policing is the technique that every country in the world has embraced as the 

best way to get the people policed and to provide security and safety for the people in the 

community,” SP Emeka explained.He noted that Somalia, which is emerging from decades 

of war, stands to benefit enormously from the system and urged residents to embrace it, 

saying community policing has been implemented in many countries and proved to be 

successful. 

The workshop is expected to help in the formulation of a document, which will help 

streamline the functions of the police and its relations with the public. Forty officers 

representing both the federal and state police attended the workshop. 

Mohamed Ali Tabit, a youth leader who participated in the meeting, stressed the importance 

of nurturing a cordial working relationship between the police and community members in 

fighting crime and promoting peace and reconciliation. “Police are important to the 
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government just as they are to the community. The police maintain the security of the 

country, which also depends on the community. If the community fails to work with the 

police, the police will not perform their duties well,” Mr. Tabit observed. He urged residents 

to work closely with the police and report suspicious activities to law enforcement officers. 

Another participant, Shankaron Mohamed Dahir, expressed optimism that the knowledge 

gained will improve relations between the state police and members of the public in the 

region. “We have attended a seminar on integration between the community and the police 

and we gained useful skills. We will continue working with the police until we get the desired 

results,” Ms. Dahir stated. Her remarks were supported by Nadifa Ali Qalib, a police officer, 

who described the seminar as crucial, saying it will aid in fighting crime and ensuring peaceful 

coexistence in communities. 

Mukhtar Mohamed Hussein, also a police officer, noted that the seminar will boost 

cooperation between the federal and state police and improve security in the regions 

“We discussed ways of creating partnership between the federal police and the state police. 

We are delighted with the outcome of the seminar and the coordination of the forces” 

Mukhtar stated.  

http://radiobanadir.com/?p=1835 
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Joint trainings key to end violent extremism globally – Deputy CDF 

1st July 2018  

JINJA- The Deputy Chief of Defence Forces Lt. Gen. Wilson Mbadi has said violent extremism 

requires tackling through joint trainings of armies across the globe. 

According to Mbadi, training together 

creates synergies that come from each 

other’s strength in different fields like air, 

marine and ground operations. “If all these 

troops operated together, we would have 

each country stronger in terms of air, 

ground and marine operations which would be combined to collectively fight violent 

extremism,” he said. Mbadi was officiating at the closure of a 12-day  Command Post 

exercise (CPX) dubbed Justified Accord 2018 (JA18) at Gaddaffi barracks in Jinja town on 

Friday.  

He said the event’s theme ‘together for a peaceful world’ was crucial saying if they wanted 

peace, they needed to unity. The exercise attracted 180 participants drawn from 10 

countries such as United States, Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda, United 

Kingdom, Netherlands and Italy. “If we want peace, we should all unity and once all 

combined together, it would give the force real synergetic power to enable us achieve the 

peace that we are seeking,” he said. 

The exercise was geared at preparing a 

transition from the African Union Mission for 

Somalia (AMISOM) to the Somali National 

Security Forces. However, Mbadi said such 

multinational and multidimensional peace 

support operations would not only benefit 

Somalia, but elsewhere because of the involving global trends of conflicts and challenges. 
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He said they needed to develop through such exercises by both military and full spectrum 

government approaches for international peace and security. 

Quoting the Italian saying of ‘he who desires peace must prepare for war’ Mbadi said such 

exercises were relevant to prepare their troops for war in order to attain peace. He 

challenged the participants to evaluate if the exercise had improved their personal 

effectiveness to uniquely position themselves as commanders and staff to generate 

workable options for the dynamic and ambiguous situations faced. Mbadi thanked the 

United States government especially the defence department and United States Army Africa 

(USAA) for supporting the exercise including other partners. 

Meanwhile Brig. Gen. William Prendgast, the head 

of delegation USAA described the exercise as a 

prestigious one. He said holding it jointly 

demonstrated the meaning of interoperability after 

it attracted participating troops from 3 continents 

to accomplish one complex critical mission of transition in Somalia 

Prendgast explained that they tested their ability to successfully operate as a combined force 

under one umbrella. During the exercise, he said they developed a doctrine and discussed 

with the International Community of the Red Cross (ICRC), United Nations and AMSOM of 

their collective roles for a secure Somalia. “A secure Somalia is a secure East Africa, it is 

important to encounter violent extremis jointly,” he said. Also, Prendgast said they discussed 

the importance of respecting of rule of law and human rights, credibility and transparency 

while investigating allegations of abuses. He said respecting human rights builds trust 

between a state and its citizens and also reduces radicalisation. Also, Prendgast said it was 

impressing to provide security in Somalia as they looked for a transition from AMISOM to 

the Somalia National armed forces. He said their mission involves building a stable and 

secure Africa. 
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The exercise coordinator, Brig. James Ruhesi, said 

their expectations of equipping the troops with 

capabilities to command and control peace 

support operations and employ AMISOM 

processes and procedures were achieved. 

He said they were now able to conduct planning in accordance with the East African Standby 

Force mandate. He added that they could also provide command and control of assigned 

forces, to integrate operations with other components operating in a multinational peace 

support operation environment.During the event, Mbadi awarded certificates to all country 

heads 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1480720/joint-trainings-key-violent-

extremism-globally-deputy-cdf 
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UN lauds achievements in past 12 months in Somalia  

Sunday July 1, 2018 

MOGADISHU, July 1 (Xinhua) -- The United 

Nations top envoy in Somalia on Sunday 

lauded impressive political, economic and 

security achievements made by leaders in the 

past 12 months in the Horn of Africa nation. 

Michael Keating, the UN Secretary-General's 

Special Representative for Somalia, said the achievements have enabled Somalia to avert a 

looming famine, increase revenues and grants, pass key legislation and chart the working 

relationship between the federal government and member states. 

Keating, who in a statement congratulated Somalis and government on the 58th anniversary 

of their country's independence on Sunday, lauded reforms on the constitutional review and 

electoral model, and in reforming the security sector. 

The road ahead is long, and the challenges should not be underestimated, not least the 

destructive capacity of violent extremists and the risk that political and other disputes will 

undermine efforts to deliver results that benefit all Somalis," he said in Mogadishu. 

"But the agenda crafted by the government is a good one and deserves both national unity 

and timely international support," he added. 

Keating said the UN and international partners are working closely with Somali leaders to 

help achieve results in security, jobs and services in a way that strengthens the rule of law, 

inclusivity and accountability. 

"The United Nations marks this anniversary by recommitting itself to solidarity with all 

Somalis in the years ahead," he said. 
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The UN envoy said the independence anniversary is a great day for all Somalis across the 

world, noting that despite the many hardships they continue to face, Somalis can take pride 

in the progress that is being made. 

"This celebration comes at a moment of political opportunity and hope for a more peaceful 

and prosperous future," Keating said. 

He called on all Somalia leaders, whether in the public or private sectors, to work with the 

government to deliver results for people to help create jobs for the youth.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158837/un_lauds_achievements_in_past_12_

months_in_somalia.aspx 
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Africa: Why Has China Invited African Army Chiefs to Beijing?  

Sunday July 1, 2018 - China wants to redefine its 

military engagement in Africa and has invited 

military officials from across the continent to 

Beijing to explore new forms of strategic 

cooperation. 

China's economic influence as an investor and trade partner continues to grow in Africa and 

new strategies are being discussed to ensure the security of Chinese business interests and 

investments. 

Emphasizing Beijing's strategic interest in Africa, China's Ministry of National Defense invited 

high-ranking military representatives from 50 African countries to the first China-Africa 

Defense and Security Forum. The forum began on Tuesday in Beijing and is set to run until 

July 10. 

"Securing trade routes is important for China as Africa's northeastern coast up to the Suez 

Canal is a part of the new maritime silk road, which is also a segment of the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI)," said Cobus van Staden, a China expert at the South African Institute for 

International Affairs. BRI is a massive development and trade project launched by Chinese 

President Xi Jinping to connect China with Eurasian markets. 

According to van Staden, China has an "increasingly complex relationship with Africa," and 

has extensive investments in many countries there. Many Chinese live in Africa and China 

has experience evacuating its nationals from crisis areas. 

A tough place to do business 

The Chinese military has gained some experience in African conflict zones. During the Libyan 

civil war in February 2011, it sent the warship "Xuzhou" to the Libyan coast to oversee the 
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evacuation of 35,000 Chinese. It was the Chinese military's first overseas operation on the 

African continent. 

"From that point on, the Chinese became increasingly aware of the complexity of peace and 

security in Africa," van Staden told DW. "China began to engage more and more in this area, 

for example by offering financial support to African Union (AU) peace troops and increased 

numbers of 'blue helmet' soldiers."  

China wants to make the most of its participation in UN peace missions around Africa. 

However, with just around 2,400 blue helmet peacekeeping soldiers stationed across the 

continent, China doesn't belong to the largest contributors like Ethiopia, Bangladesh and 

India. 

China's growing weapons exports to Africa 

Over the past decade, arms exports have become an integral part of China's security 

cooperation with Africa. 

China's exports of military gear to the continent have increased 55 percent in the five-year 

period from 2013 to 2017, compared to the preceding five years, according to the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). 

Beijing's share of total arms exports to Sub-Saharan African countries rose from 16 to 27 

percent during this period. 

The increase in weapons exports corresponds with the surge in foreign investment from 

China, which in Africa increased from around $40 billion in 2012 to $90 billion in 2016. 

Overall, Africa plays a relatively minor role in global arms imports, accounting for a mere 7.2 

percent in the 2013-17 period. And among the 40 largest importers of military equipment 

worldwide, only two are from the African continent, namely Egypt and Algeria. 

But Algeria ranks third after Pakistan and Bangladesh on the list of destination countries for 

Chinese arms exports. In fact, Algeria alone accounts for 10 percent of China's total arms 

exports, including three modern frigates. 
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China also scatters its arms deliveries to Africa wider than its competitors like the US and 

Russia. 

According to the Washington-based think tank Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS), China exported $3 billion worth of weapons to Africa in 2008-17. 

The US, meanwhile, shipped $4.9 billion worth of weapons to Africa, 87 percent of them to 

Egypt and Morocco. And Russia's exports were valued at $12.4 billion, 84 percent of which 

destined for Algeria and Egypt. 

China is considered as a supplier of cost-effective weapon systems, such as the combat-

ready K-8 jet-powered training aircraft, which dominates the market for such aircraft in 

Africa. China has also consolidated its position on the market for unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAVs) because of American reluctance to export them. 

Criticism of Chinese arms sales to Africa has been fueled by reports that such weapons were 

used in conflicts in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ivory Coast, Sudan and Somalia. 

In 2014, according to CSIS, China's state-owned firm North Industries Corporation delivered 

100 missile systems, over 9,000 automatic rifles and 24 million rounds of ammunition to the 

South Sudanese government, which is being criticized internationally for human rights 

violations. 

Jerome Pellistrandi, professor at the University of Clermont-Ferrand and editor of the 

magazine Défense Nationale, told DW that some African governments find it easier to 

acquire aircraft and other weapon systems from the Chinese than from European 

manufacturers -- just because China has fewer reservations about human rights. 

China's military base in Djibouti 

In August 2017, China drew attention to its military engagement in Africa by opening its first 

overseas military base in Djibouti, located on the Gulf of Aden near the Red Sea. 

The small country also hosts a US military base, Camp Lemonnier, with 4,000 soldiers and 

anti-terror Special Forces units. France, Italy and Japan also have bases in Djibouti. 
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According to van Staden, since plans were announced, China has been careful not to give 

the base a military designation. Chinese media characterized the project as a "support base." 

Since 2008, China has been participating in international anti-piracy operations in the Horn 

of Africa and the Gulf of Aden. 

Djibouti military base 'a manifestation of China's global interests' 

Recently, the Chinese Ministry of National Defense announced that China would be building 

another dock at its facility in Djibouti, which would also be available for use by Kirgizstan. At 

a length of 450 meters, it could accommodate Chinese destroyers and supply ships. 

According to Chinese media, the measures serve "to support international obligations like 

anti-piracy operations and the preservation of peace and stability in Africa and the world." 

China and the US are close neighbors in Djibouti, where the US stations large military 

transport aircraft such as the Hercules C130. 

In May, the Pentagon accused the Chinese of pointing lasers at landing US military aircraft 

at the base. Beijing vehemently denied the accusations. 

Expert van Staden criticized the US assertions, and considered them to be an expression of 

Washington's discomfort over China's presence in Djibouti. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158832/africa_why_has_china_invited_africa

n_army_chiefs_to_beijing.aspx 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/world/africa/dp-world-considering-logistics-

facility-in-ethiopia 
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