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Somalia buys weapons amid UN army embargo 

3rd July 2018 - Somalia has allegedly bought 

Houthi-bound illicit weapons, amid UN Security 

Council imposed an open ended arms embargo on 

Somalia. The weapons which were seized by 

Djibouti has been sold to Somalia, according to 

Somali MP Abdullahi Nur said. 

He says a plane carrying weapons consisting of AK47s, pistols, ammunitions and other 

military equipments had landed last month at Aden Adde International airport in 

Mogadishu. It remains unknown if UN Security Council was notified over the weapons 

importation. 

There was no comments from Somalia over the weapons brought in the capital of 

Mogadishu. 

UN army embargo in Somalia. 

The UN Security Council has imposed an open ended arms embargo on Somalia after 

meeting in New York, US. In March 2014 Security Council Resolution 2142 reaffirmed the 

overall arms embargo on Somalia and extended the provisions related to arms supplies to 

the Somali government until 25 October 2014. In October 2014 Security Council Resolution 

2182 reaffirmed the overall arms embargo on Somalia and extended the provisions related 

to arms supplies to the Somali government until 30 October 2015. 

It also authorised for a period of 12 months states to inspect in Somali waters or on the high 

seas vessels bound for Somalia which they have reasonable grounds to believe are carrying 

weapons to Somalia in violation of the arms embargo. In November 2017 the arms embargo 

was extended until 15 November 2018. 

https://mareeg.com/plane-carrying-weapons-to-somalia-arrive-in-mogadishi/ 
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Report: Al Shabaab fighters seize town in central Somalia 

July 3, 2018  

MOGADISHU – Somalia‘s militant Islamist group al Shabaab has retaken a small town in the 

center of the country after it was abandoned by government troops, residents said on 

Saturday. 

Fighting broke out in the town of Muqokori, about 300 kilometers north of the capital 

Mogadishu, late on Friday, almost a month after government troops ousted the insurgents. 

"Al Shabaab attacked from various sides. After one hour of fighting, the government forces 

left and al Shabaab seized control," Hussein Nur, a local elder, told Reuters by phone. 

The militant group claimed that 47 government soldiers had died in the fighting. 

"We have their dead bodies," said Abdiasis Abu Musab, al Shabaab‘s military operations 

spokesman, adding they had captured four vehicles and dozens of weapons. 

The military said the insurgents were not in full control. and that soldiers had been 

withdrawn for strategic reasons. 

"There were only a few soldiers there and they left the town for tactical reasons," Major 

Abdullahi Aden told Reuters, adding their positions were being reinforced. 

Aden did not give details of casualties. 

https://bedfordnewsjournal.com/report-al-shabaab-fighters-seize-town-in-central-somalia/ 
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AMISOM drawdown put on hold 

03 July 2018 

The plan to reduce the size of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) later this year 

has been postponed by the African Union Peace and Security Council. 

Following a meeting in Mauritania on 1 July, the council stressed “the need to put on hold 

the October 2018 reduction of 1,000 military personnel until the implementation of the pilot 

phase expected by December 2018/February 2019 in order to enable AMISOM to 

reconfigure itself to effectively channel its support to the FGS [Federal Government of 

Somalia]”. 

The move was taken on the basis of a joint African Union-United Nations review, which 

noted that Somali national security forces (SNSF) had not improved sufficiently to fill the 

security vacuums that would be created by an AMISOM drawdown. 

http://www.janes.com/article/81496/amisom-drawdown-put-on-hold 
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Somali MP slams human rights abuses in Mogadishu 

3rd July 2018  

MOGADISHU – Somali MP 

Abdirizak Mohamed has on 

Tuesday strongly 

condemned extrajudicial 

killings, arrest of political 

opponents and detention of 

civilians for months in 

Somali capital Mogadishu. 

Hon. Mohamed says he observed a different trend and accused National Intelligence and 

Security Agency NISA (NISA) forces of being involved in extrajudicial killings in Somali capital. 

“We applaud the sacrifice our security forces make in fighting against Shabab. Recently I 

observed a different trend. NISA is engaged in extrajudicial killings, arrest of political 

opponents, detention of civilians for months”, he said. 

He called on rights groups and Somali Intelligence Agency to launch immediate investigation 

over human rights abuses in Somali capital Mogadishu. 

https://mareeg.com/somali-mp-slams-human-rights-abuses-in-mogadishu/ 
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African Union summit ends in Mauritania 

Peace and Security Council takes advisory decisions on Libya, Somalia, South Sudan 

03.07.2018  

The 31st summit of the African Union wrapped up 

late Monday in Mauritania’s capital with advisory 

decisions on Libya, Somalia and South Sudan. 

Attending the two-day summit in Nouakchott were 

22 African presidents, four prime ministers and two 

foreign ministers.  In a written statement, the African Union’s Peace and Security Council 

said international actors should resume their efforts to implement a UN plan which aims to 

secure stability, territorial integrity and security in Libya. 

Emphasizing the humanitarian conditions in South Sudan, which are worsening day by day 

due to war, the statement said the parties should fulfil their obligations. Regarding Somalia, 

the council said the African Union supports the activities of its federal government in the 

transition period. It also asked the UN to finance the African Union’s mission in Somalia. 

Speaking at a news conference, African Union Chairperson and Rwandan President Paul 

Kagame said the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) agreement was among the 

topics that topped the summit's agenda. Kagame said five more countries signed the 

agreement. 

He added that the establishment of a free trade area would have a great impact on the 

welfare of the African continent. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/african-union-summit-ends-in-mauritania/1193304 
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Qatari delegation arrives in Somali capital 

3rd July 2018  

MOGADISHU – Qatari delegation has met with Somali Prime 

Minister Hassan Ali Khaire after arriving in Mogadishu. 

Somalia’s Minister of Ports, Maryan Aweys Jama says Qatari 

delegation arrived to supervise and monitor on the port of 

Somalia to determine the ports needed for the construction. 

She says the visit of the delegation is opportunity for the creation of jobs and economic 

growth for Somalia. 

This visit of Qatar’s delegation comes after Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed 

(Farmaajo) visited to Doha, the capital of Qatar, where he signed ports deals with Qatar. 

https://mareeg.com/qatari-delegation-arrives-in-somali-capital/ 
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UN Migration Agency Launches Community Action Plan in Dollow, Somalia 

07/03/18 - Dollow – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, in 

coordination with UN Habitat and the Ministry of Interior, 

launched a Community Action Plan (CAP) in Dollow, Somalia 

last week (27/06). 

The action plan aims to provide a platform to involve 

citizens in the planning of community projects for effective social integration, governance, 

conflict transformation and capacity building at the local level. Participants include 

vulnerable people such as internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, women and girls, 

and host communities. 

Additionally, the process will empower different socio-economic groups to actively 

participate in defining and making informed decisions on development interventions that 

are especially relevant to them, resulting in the production of a community action plan. 

The Deputy Governor of the Gedo Region, Osman Nuh Macalimow, noted: “The community 

action plan outlines the current situation and community vision for peaceful coexistence, 

social cohesion and sustainable development in Dollow.” 

The launch event was attended by UN agencies, IDP representatives, returnees, local and 

international NGOs including World Vision, COOPI, the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and 

the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). 

Based on the priorities identified in the Dollow Community Action Plan, IOM is in the process 

of constructing an airport terminal hall and a health centre, as well as the rehabilitation of 

Dollow orientation centre and several district offices. 

UN Habitat, a key partner in the project, is supporting the local government of Dollow with 

analysis for urban planning consultations, and with durable solutions for protracted 

displacement. Together with IOM, they also assisted in the construction of a market at 
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Qansaxley IDP camp, the construction of Kabasa IDP primary school and the rehabilitation 

of a Dollow orientation centre. 

Previously, IOM has facilitated other community-based projects in Kismayo and Baidoa such 

as the construction of two primary schools, a market shed, market road and police station. 

Dollow Community Action Plan is part of the Midnimo project implemented jointly by IOM 

and UN Habitat with funding from the Peace Building Fund. 

http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-launches-community-action-plan-dollow-

somalia 
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Somali Identification Team Meets with World Bank Officials to Boost ID 

Efforts in Somalia 

The Somali National Identity Program, the first of its kind 

for Somalia, will attempt to implement a foundational 

identification system based on biometric data. The 

National ID systems designed to be the nucleus of a new 

national identification infrastructure and will act an entry 

point for service delivery for Somali authorities, civil 

society, development partners and the private sector. 

“The Somali Government is rapidly developing governance structures that will be able to 

respond to citizen needs”, said Dr. Nur Dirie Hersi Fursade, Chief Strategists in the Office of 

the President of Somalia. “Parallel to these developments, we need to make sure that Somali 

citizens and eligible residents are provided with identification credentials, which will enable 

access to vital services including aid and money transfer services. Implemented in this way, 

the new ID system acts as an effective and neutral entry point for addressing the effects of 

the global de-risking agenda by the Somali authorities”. 

Somalia has never had a centralized identification system for its citizens and eligible 

residents, though decentralized manual identification systems were operational in local 

municipalities prior to 1991. 

The new ID system aims to promote linkages with delivery of services by the private sector, 

link IDs with electronic Know Your Customer (KYC) verification in the financial sector and 

coordinate social protection programs such as unconditional cash transfers. IDs would also 

play a crucial role in security, displacement and democratization processes. 
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Dr. Nur made a technical presentation to development partners that outlined the envisioned 

identification infrastructure, legal and regulatory framework, implementation schedule and 

budget estimations. He stressed that the Office of the President envisions a new federal 

agency would be established to manage the ID system. 

Dr Nur also outlined the details of the recently signed Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) between the Somali Federal Government and National Database and Registration 

Authority (NADRA) of Pakistan. NADRA brings experience in designing and implementing ID 

software in a fragile country context, including rural and other hard to reach areas as well as 

implementation experience in sub-Saharan Africa. 

More than 1.1 billion people in the world are unable to prove their identity and therefore 

lack access to vital services including healthcare, social protection, education and finance. 

The majority live in Africa and Asia and more than a third are children who are unregistered. 

The World Bank Group’s senior management has placed strategic importance on 

Identification for Development (ID4D) and ensures institutional resources are fully leveraged 

to support the agenda. 

“The World Bank’s global role in Identification for Development, the institution’s current 

analytical work on foundational IDs in Somalia, and ultimately its strong role in Somali state-

building, places them in a unique position to support a universal identification system in 

Somalia”, said Dr. Nur. 

Dr. Nur and his team proposed the World Bank’s role in the Somali National Identity 

Program, which would include having the Bank support the Federal Government in 

convening stakeholders, and providing technical assistance to support project team on 

customization and implementation of the NADRA system. 

Among the attendees of the meeting were World Bank Group, DFID, EU, Norway, Denmark 

and USAID. 

http://somaliweyn.org/2018/07/03/somali-identification-team-meets-with-world-bank-

officials-to-boost-id-efforts-in-somalia/ 
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AMISOM Apologizes To Somali Speaker For Inconvenience 

03 July 2018 

Head of the African Union's Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), Ambassador Francis Madeira, has 

called on the Somali Upper House Speaker, Abdi Hashi Abdullahi and his deputies, to express 

regret over the treatment the three Somali leaders were recently subjected to at 

Mogadishu's International Airport. 

During his recent visit to Kenya's capital city of Nairobi, the Speaker's armed bodyguards 

were denied access to the airport by AMISOM personnel.The Speaker was headed to Nairobi 

for medical checkup. Ambassador Madeira reiterated AMISOM's respect for Somalia’s 

leadership and the country's institutions and promised to strengthen the working relations 

between AMISOM and the Somali government. 

The AMISOM boss explained that the Speaker was apparently not among the dignitaries on 

the list provided by the Ministry of Interior, whose bodyguards are allowed to proceed to 

their destinations outside the country with firearms. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-03-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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AMISOM to intensify training of Somali police officers on security 

maintenance  

Tuesday July 3, 2018 - The African Union Mission 

in Somalia (AMISOM) will step up the training and 

mentoring of Somali police officers during the 

transition period to prepare them for handover 

of security responsibilities. 

Acting AMISOM Police Commissioner, Christine Alalo, said the trainings will be done in all 

the federal states to empower Somali police officers to take charge of the country’s security. 

Speaking during the closing ceremony of a six-day in-Mission training course on Sexual and 

Gender Based Violence (SGBV), for AMISOM Police officers, on Sunday, Ms. Alalo urged the 

participants to ensure the objective of establishing a  strong and professional police force in 

Somalia is realized. 

“Whatever you have learnt from here, we expect you to get it out to our counterparts, the 

Somalis, who you are mandated to build their capacity,” Ms. Alalo stated at the function 

attended by other senior AMISOM Police officers, among them, Daniel Ali Gwambal, 

AMISOM Police Coordinator for Operations, and the Acting AMISOM Police Training 

Coordinator, Leon Ngulube. 

The refresher course, the fourth this year, is aimed at improving the knowledge of officers 

on SGBV matters to help Somalia tackle the crime. More than 100 police officers have 

undergone the training this year. Ms. Alalo noted that proper training and mentoring of the 

Somali Police Force (SPF) is crucial, adding that it will enable AMISOM handover security 

responsibility to competent officers. “This training comes at the right time when we are 

talking about the transition. We must ensure that we have the right people who can deliver. 

The right people who can bring out the information. The right people who can guide the 

Somali police about professional policing,” Ms. Alalo observed.  During the training, the 
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officers were taken through a number of topics which included AU Instruments and 

Conventions, police activities in Somalia, introduction to international humanitarian law, 

Somali legal system, forms and types of SGBV and traumatic effects and prevention of SGBV. 

Ms. Alalo urged the participants, comprising personnel from the Formed Police Units (FPU) 

and Individual Police Officers (IPOs), to share with their colleagues and Somali police 

counterparts the knowledge acquired from the training. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158881/amisom_to_intensify_training_of_so

mali_police_officers_on_security_maintenance.aspx 
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Puntland Police Warn Over Boycott Of Somali Shilling 

02 July 2018 

Police in the Bari region of Puntiland state have instructed the business community to accept 

the Somali shilling as the official and valid medium of exchange. This is after the business 

people boycotted transacting in the Somali shilling in preference for the American dollar. 

The circulation of the US dollar has particularly been high in the sea port city of Bosaso, 

which is also the commercial capital of Puntland. Traders here have staged a boycott of the 

local currency with the poor Somalis complaining of inability to afford the foreign exchange 

rates. 

Now the police say they will monitor the currency flow to ensure business people conduct 

their trade in Somali currency. According to the police, anyone disobeying the order, will be 

prosecuted.. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-03-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Ethiopia: The Somali strongman  

How Abiy handles his relationship with Abdi Iley, the powerful leader of Ethiopia’s Somali 

Region, has implications for the country’s fragile system of ethnic federalism 

Tuesday, 03 July 2018 - Somali Regional State 

(SRS), Ethiopia’s second-largest region and 

home to its third most populous ethnic group, 

is at a crossroads. The secessionist Ogaden 

National Liberation Front (ONLF) had been 

almost entirely defeated, but SRS is still, in the 

eyes of many Ethiopians, a byword for violence and lawlessness. “From the centre, Somali 

Region is seen as a wilderness,” says Fekadu Adugna, an academic at Addis Ababa University 

(AAU).  Last year, SRS’s long-standing tensions with the neighbouring region of Oromia, 

home to Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group, the Oromo, erupted on an unprecedented scale. 

Amidst fighting between regional security forces, hundreds lost their lives and 

approximately one million civilians fled their homes. In the SRS capital of Jijiga, thousands of 

Oromos were herded into trucks by police and removed from the city. Many have not 

returned. Somalis, meanwhile, flooded back the other way. Dealing with the legacy of the 

violence will be one of the most sensitive – and urgent – tasks for Ethiopia’s new prime 

minister, Abiy Ahmed, who was sworn in on 2 April and is the ruling Ethiopian People’s 

Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF)’s first Oromo leader in its 30-year history. At the 

heart of this task is his relationship with SRS president Abdi Mohamed Omar – known as 

Abdi Iley, ‘the one-eyed’. Abdi is one of the most powerful Somali leaders in the Horn of 

Africa. Over the past decade, he has acquired an authority unprecedented in the region’s 

recent history.  

Hot-footing it to Jijiga - Both men hail from traditionally marginalised regions with 

secessionist histories, and both represent constituencies eyeing greater power at the centre. 

But last year’s violence fuelled mutual mistrust, especially a suspicion among Oromos that 

Abdi is too close to the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which dominated Ethiopian 
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politics, as well as the security apparatus, for much of the past three decades. Some in 

Oromia and elsewhere hope that the decline of the TPLF heralded by Abiy’s appointment 

might spell the end of Abdi, too. 

Prime Minister Abiy’s decision to visit the SRS capital, Jijiga, on 7 April, as his first official trip, 

was thus symbolic. It was a bid to calm nerves in a region anxious once again about its fate 

in the hands of distant authorities in Addis Ababa, and fearful of what an Oromo prime 

minister might mean for Somalis. On a stage in Jijiga, Abiy and Abdi, who is said to have been 

deeply unhappy about the latter’s appointment, shook hands and promised peace between 

the two regions. Bringing change to SRS will be Abiy’s “litmus test”, says Abdifatah Mohamud 

Hassan, former vice-president of the region, now in exile in Addis Ababa. “It is the epicentre 

of all the problems in the country”. The region is unique but in some respects it is Ethiopia 

in miniature: a Gordian knot of poverty, authoritarianism, corruption, and ethnic and clan 

rivalries. 

Understanding SRS’s future means taking a look at its past. For this, the central statue in 

Jijiga offers some clues. Unveiled in 2013 by Abdi, it depicts Sayyid Mohammed Abdullah 

Hassan, a turn-of-the-century warlord, poet and cleric known to the British as the ‘Mad 

Mullah’ and to Somalis as the father of Somali nationalism. Hassan resisted not only the 

invading British and Italians but also the then Ethiopian empire. The monument is a reminder 

that, more than a century later, SRS remains a land of conflicting loyalties.  Successive 

regimes in Addis Ababa have sought to incorporate SRS, or ‘the Ogaden’ as it is still widely 

known, into the Ethiopian state, with mixed fortunes. Before the neighbouring country of 

Somalia’s government collapsed in 1991, Mogadishu had claimed the region as part of 

‘Greater Somalia’, and a bloody war was fought between the two neighbours between 1977 

and 1978. The separatist ONLF insurgency emerged from the ashes of Somalia’s defeat. By 

the late 1990s, it was waging all-out-war against the EPRDF, a multiethnic coalition that 

seized power in Addis Ababa in 1991. 

But a counterinsurgency campaign launched after a deadly ONLF attack on a Chinese oil 

exploration camp in 2007 brought a measure of stability. “People used not to be able to 

travel because of war,” says Mohammed Ali, a 24 year-old school administrator. “But now 

you can go anywhere.” Ermias Gebreselassie, a lecturer in journalism at Jijiga University, 

which opened in 2007, says that when he arrived in the region 10 years ago it was “almost a 
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war zone”. He recalls “bombings everywhere” and an environment that was “very, very 

hostile. You couldn’t move around at night without being harassed by the police.” 

Diaspora returnees - Today locals also point to belated signs of economic development. 

Between 1994 and 2007, SRS had the country’s lowest economic outcomes and experienced 

the fewest improvements. Even today, its school enrolment rates are the lowest in the 

country. But now members of the Somali diaspora, such as Hafsa Mohamed, a US-Canadian 

who runs a local non-governmental organisation (NGO), are beginning to return home. 

There are now three airports, better hospitals and paved roads. A better-educated, younger 

generation is increasingly taking up posts in regional offices.  Until relatively recently, the 

region had almost no government. Clan rivalries and endless meddling by the authorities in 

Addis Ababa ensured the region churned through nine presidents from three different 

political parties in the two decades after its creation. Such was the political paralysis that, in 

the early 2000s, a chain was drawn across the entrance to the administration compound in 

Jijiga to keep vagrants from squatting in the buildings. 

Now the administration is centred on an imposing palace overlooking the city, surrounded 

by freshly manicured gardens. “There’s been an improvement in the past five or six years,” 

says Hallelujah Lulie, a political analyst in Addis Ababa. “They’ve started building a state 

structure modelled on highland Ethiopia.” Abdi Iley has been key to this. A member of the 

Ogadeni clan, the largest in SRS, Abdi was regional security chief from 2005, and, unlike many 

of his predecessors, was prepared to work with the Ethiopian state while at the same time 

championing Somali nationalism. This had the effect of neutralising the ONLF while winning 

him a following among his fellow Ogadenis. “After Abdi came to power, he removed the 

bandits from the region,” says Abdo Hilow Hassan, a lecturer in journalism at Jijiga 

University. “And it has been at peace.” 

But it is an uneasy sort of peace. The counterinsurgency campaign of the late 2000s was 

effective but also brutal. A June 2008 report by the NGO Human Rights Watch found that 

the Ethiopian National Defence Force and the ONLF committed war crimes in the Somali 

Region between mid-2007 and early 2008.  Abdi, aided by the federal authorities, 

established a special police force known as the Liyu, who continued to report to him directly 

even after he became president in 2010. Members of the 40,000-strong outfit have been 

implicated in extrajudicial killings, torture, rape and violence against civilians. “It’s a state 
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within a state,” says Abdiwasa Bade, an academic at AAU. “They [the Liyu] will only listen to 

Abdi Iley.” The Ethiopian government’s approach has been likened, by government officials 

and outside observers alike, to Vladimir Putin’s counterinsurgency strategy in Chechnya: 

handing a local strongman resources, state power and unprecedented autonomy in 

exchange for stability.  

Abdi’s fiefdom - The price of stability is extreme authoritarianism. When, in 2015, anti--

government protests erupted across Oromia and Amhara, SRS was quiet. Locals in Jijiga 

laugh at the idea of protests against Abdi’s rule –  though there have been sporadic 

demonstrations in parts of the region dominated by non-Ogadeni clans since April. Abdi’s 

critics refer to the region as a ‘fiefdom’ in which all power is concentrated in the hands of 

the president and his family.   

“For the last 10 years, people have not been safe,” says a local teacher, who claims he was 

arrested and beaten twice, and who asked not to be named. “There is collective punishment. 

If one person speaks out, the whole family will be arrested and punished.” He continues: 

“Why is the federal government quiet about these things? […] I feel like it’s two different 

countries: you can be safe in Addis Ababa, but you are not safe here.” Many of these 

dynamics coalesced in last year’s conflict with Oromia. The border between the two regions 

has been contested– often bloodily – since the introduction of ethnic federalism in 1995. 

Members of both regions have a history of seizing land and resources from each other, often 

with the backing of local politicians. Last year, violence took on a worrying new dimension, 

as regional security forces engaged in open warfare. Each side blamed the other for the 

dramatic upsurge in bloodshed.  

Oromos pinned the blame squarely on Abdi and the Liyu. Many pointed to the SRS 

president’s close links with generals in the federal military, and argued that the failure of the 

federal authorities to intervene was evidence of political involvement at the upper-echelons 

of government. Even outside Oromia, many argue the conflict was deliberately engineered 

to weaken the region’s new leaders, notably Abiy and Oromia president Lemma Megersa, 

who were then clamouring for more power. As for Abdi, his economic clout is underpinned 

by the flows of contraband commerce that run through his region. Some people say he acted 

in order to halt efforts by Oromo authorities to disrupt the smuggling routes he and his allies 

rely on. When violence escalated and Addis Ababa stayed mostly silent, it seemed a blind 
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eye had been turned once again to Abdi’s excesses. But leaders in Oromia also share part of 

the blame, not least since atrocities went unpunished on both sides. Indeed, for many 

ordinary Somalis, the little attention paid to victims on their side, of whom there were also 

many thousands, merely highlights their relative invisibility in Ethiopian public life. “I feel 

like the Oromo narrative is quite dominant,” says Hafsa, the returnee who last year met with 

Somali women who had been brutally attacked and sexually assaulted by Oromo men. 

“Somalis are often criminalised in this particular conflict. It seemed like only Oromos were 

victims, even though both sides had victims.”  

Abiy’s subsequent election and the rise of his Oromo faction to pre-eminence within the 

multiethnic EPRDF sparked fears of a backlash against Somalis. “People worried he would 

punish us,” says Abdo, the Jijiga University lecturer, though he adds that such anxieties have 

been largely quelled since the prime minister’s visit to the region. But how long will the truce 

last? Federal conundrum - Abiy’s room for manoeuvre is limited. Any attempt to tame Abdi’s 

autonomy will likely be met with stiff resistance. His power to remove elected regional 

officials is limited. Efforts to reform or even disband the Liyu security force would face similar 

constitutional hurdles, and in any case would be politically difficult without tackling the 

special police that operate in other regions at the same time. Moreover, reforming the 

federal security apparatus in SRS will depend largely on the extent to which the new prime 

minister manages to assert his control over the entire military hierarchy.  

Even more vexing, though, is the age-old challenge of turning SRS into a fully paid-up 

member of the Ethiopian federal state. On one level, this may mean doing away with the 

second-tier status of the Somali People’s Democratic Party within the EPRDF. Unlike the 

coalition’s four main constituent parties, the Somali faction is merely an ‘affiliated’ grouping, 

a legacy of deep-seated prejudices against Ethiopia’s nomadic populations. One 

consequence of this is that Somalis remain woefully underrepresented in the federal 

government: Abiy’s cabinet has only two Somali ministers. That might change as Ethiopian 

Somalis slowly become more assertive. “If we continue like this, one day we will lead 

Ethiopia,” says Abdo, the Jijiga University lecturer. “We’ve had a Tigrayan, a Southerner and 

an Oromo prime minister. Why can’t we have a Somali prime minister one day?  

http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/ethiopia-the-somali-strongman.html 
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Baardhere district commissioner discharged from office today  

July 3, 2018  

The Ministry of the Interior of Jubaland state has today discharged Abdullahi Nur Hassan 

Adow from the office district commissioner of Baardhere in Gedo region. 

It is said that the resignation of Abdullahi Nur Hassan Adow come after he has done so many 

unlawful acts, and also so many complains came from the people of Bardera district. 

The ministry also named Ismail Sheikh Abdi Korah (Koofi) for the new office of district 

commissioner of Baardheere district. 

Abdullahi was resigned from office over different reflected reasons include a bad speech on 

the occasion of the 1st of July to the top leaders of Jubaland administration. 

On the other hand, Abdullahi denied the dismissal, saying he was not passed through the 

right law and that he is the right person for the office of the district commissioner of 

Baardheere district.  

http://goobjoog.com/english/baardhere-district-commissioner-discharged-from-office-today/ 
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Approximately 12,500 people have been displaced by conflict Between 

Somaliland and Puntland in Tukaraq-Peter de Clercq 

July 3, 2018 Horndiplomat- The United 

Nations Deputy Special Representative & 

Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia Peter de 

Clercq Told the VOA Somali service says the 

fighting between Somaliland and 

Puntland displaced thousands of people in 

Tukaraq. 

In an interview with VOA Somali, The United Nations Deputy Special Representative & 

Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia Peter de Clercq says “approximately 12,500 people 

have been displaced by the current conflict in Tukaraq, says the situation could get worse if 

the two sides start fighting. Said Peter de Clercq 

On the other hand, the United Nations Deputy Special Representative & Humanitarian 

Coordinator for Somalia Peter de Clercq warns that situation in Tukaraq is “extremely tense” 

with no dialogue Somaliland and Puntland. 

“Any misperception, any mistake on either side can easily result in fighting breaking out and 

as a result a major humanitarian suffering in the process,” says Peter de Clercq 

On June 2, The Somaliland Government has refuted the United Nations call that said More 

than 150 thousands of people have been displaced, following recent fighting between 

Somaliland and Puntland forces. 

but this last united nations report still No reaction so far from Somaliland government. 

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/07/03/approximately-12500-people-have-been-displaced-by-

conflict-between-somaliland-and-puntland-in-tukaraq-peter-de-clercq/ 
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