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Fighting between Somalia's al Shabaab and clan militias leave 17 dead 

MOGADISHU (Reuters) - At least 17 people have been killed in fighting between militants 

from Somalia’s al Shabaab group and clan militias in the country’s central semi-autonomous 

region of Galmudug, residents and the group told Reuters on Thursday.  

Somali state-run Radio Muqdisho reported on its website on Thursday that the fighting in 

the Haradheere area, which started on Wednesday, had been triggered by alleged al 

Shabaab conscription of teenagers into their ranks.  

Al Shabaab has controlled the port district for years but has repeatedly clashed with local 

clan militias over a range of disputes.  

 “Al Shabaab asked for teenagers to be recruited,” the radio reported. A tax called zakat 

being imposed by al Shabaab had also stoked anger among the residents and militias, it 

added.  

Residents in the area told Reuters a total of nine militia members and al Shabaab fighters 

had been killed in the fighting.  

“We attacked al Shabaab and ... then, al Shabaab got many militants as reinforcement from 

various regions. We fought and fought till we ran out of bullets,” a local elder, Farah Ahmed, 

told Reuters by phone from the Haradheere area on Thursday.  

Somalia has been convulsed by lawlessness and violence since 1991 when dictator 

Mohamed Siad Barre was toppled.  
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Al Shabaab is fighting to dislodge the western-backed central government and African 

Union-mandated peace-keeping force AMISOM which, defends it, and install its own 

government based on its strict interpretation of Islamic sharia law.  

Abdiasis Abu Musab, al Shabaab’s military operations spokesman told Reuters they had 

fought the militias because they were armed by neighboring Ethiopia. They had killed 15 

members of the militias, he said.  

“Ethiopia wants Hobyo port and so it is using clan militias to capture the road to Hobyo port 

town,” he said.  

Hobyo port is about 260 kilometers northeast of Haradheere. Musab said al Shabaab had 

taken all weapons from the militias during the attack.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-violence/fighting-between-somalias-al-

shabaab-and-clan-militias-leave-17-dead-idUSKBN1JV1RQ?rpc=401& 
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Suspected Shabaab Attackers Injure Four Officers In Garissa 

04 July 2018 

Four police officers have been injured when they were ambushed by suspected Al-Shabaab 

militants in Garissa’s Ijara Sub-County on Tuesday evening. Garissa County Police 

Commander David Kerina told the Nation that the officers were escorting a grader when 

they were ambushed between Sangailu and Handaro in Ijara by heavily armed suspected 

members of Al-Shabaab. He said police officers exchanged heavy gun fire with the suspected 

militants who fled after they were overpowered. 

The injured officers received first aid at Ijara Dispensary before being transferred to Masalani 

and later flown to Nairobi. There were seven officers at the time of the ambush. Ijara is 

located near the dense Boni Forest which has been a hideout for Al-Shabaab militants. “Four 

of our officers have been injured although they are all out of danger. Just slight injuries and 

they have been airlifted to Nairobi for specialised treatment,” the county police boss told 

the Nation. Mr Kerina said they are yet to establish whether there were casualties on the 

attackers’ side, adding that more security officers had been sent to the area to pursue the 

militants. 

The militants have in the recent past targeted security officers on patrol along the Kenya-

Somalia border by planting explosives on the road. Five GSU officers were killed on June 6 

at the Liboi border when their vehicle was hit by a landmine. The officers were patrol along 

the porous border. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-5-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Kenyan army base hit by rockets in Somalia 

5th July 2018  

MOGADISHU – Ten mortar rounds fired by Al 

Shabaab rained down on Kenyan military base near 

its border along with Somalia. 

The rockets landed into military base manned by 

Kenyan forces serving under African Union mission 

Somalia. 

Mohamed Gutalle, a witness said that heavily armed Shebaab fighters launched mortar 

attack on KDF camp in Fah Fahdhun town. 

It remains unknown the exact figure of casualty. 

But, the armed group of Al Shabaab claimed to be carried out the shelling. 

Kenyan military in Somalia did not comment on the mortar attack. 

Earleir this week, at least 5 people including children were killed and 5 others injured in 

mortar attack on residentail area in Mogadishu. 

https://mareeg.com/kenyan-army-base-hit-by-rockets-in-somalia/ 
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AU trains Somali police on traffic management 

2018-07-05  

MOGADISHU, July 5 (Xinhua) -- The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) has kicked 

off training for 25 Somali police officers to sharpen their skills in traffic management amid 

gridlocks and insecurity on various roads. 

The AU mission said on Thursday in a statement that the ten-day training will enable the 

police officers enforce traffic rules and regulations not only to bring order on public roads 

but also help improve security in the city. 

Leon Ngulube, Acting AMISOM Police Training and Development Department Coordinator, 

said the exercise will provide the officers with the requisite knowledge, skills and attitudes 

needed to perform their duties effectively. 

"This 10-day training on traffic management provides a platform for the preparation and 

training of traffic officers based in Mogadishu who will be able to regulate traffic and enforce 

traffic laws and regulations to mitigate accidents, lawlessness on public roads, compliance 

to traffic registration, vehicular driver registration licensing and attendance to victims of 

traffic accidents," he said. 

Ngulube said the AU police will continue to build capacity of the police force in areas of 

policing and other specialized fields to enable the officers carry out their duties in a 

professional manner and in accordance with international standards. 

He called for the need to develop a cadre of professional traffic police officers capable of 

managing the sharp increase of traffic on public roads in Mogadishu. 

The training comes at a time when the capital city is experiencing increased traffic on its 

roads partly due to improved security. 
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Bashir Abdi Mohamed, the Somali Police Force Commissioner, called on the officers to 

renew their efforts to improve the country's security after decades of conflict, which 

resulted in the collapse of critical institutions. 

Mohamed urged officers to conduct themselves in a professional manner when dealing with 

the public, adding that they are the image of the Somali Police Force. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-07/05/c_137303778.htm 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 06/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 6

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-07/05/c_137303778.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-07/05/c_137303778.htm


 

 

 

AMISOM Police launches construction of a new police station in Kismayo 

5th July 2018  

AMISOM Police is constructing a new police station 

in Kismayo, the administrative capital of Jubbaland 

state, to bring policing services closer to the people. 

The new structure is being constructed in Dalhiska, 

in Kismayo’s Farjana district, and is expected to be completed before the end of the year. 

“We identified this police station for construction two years ago and we have lived to this 

promise,” Ernest Martin Abilu, the AMISOM Police Coordinating Officer for Jubbaland state, 

said during the ceremony of the laying of the foundation stone. 

The function, held on Wednesday, was also attended by Jubbaland Police Commissioner 

Ahmednasir Guled Hassan and the Mayor of Kismayo, Mohamed Ibrahim Yusuf, among 

other Jubbaland officials. 

Mr. Abilu noted that the commencement of construction of the police station, funded by 

the police component of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), follows the 

completion of the tendering process, which culminated in the awarding of the contract to a 

local company. 

Mr. Abilu urged the residents to put the facility into good use, saying the police station will 

help improve security in the area. 

“We wish to see this police station put to the best use, to serve the people and give them 

security. To look after them and make their lives easier, including the IDPs (Internally 

Displaced Persons),” Mr. Abilu stated. 

AMISOM Police has been constructing new police stations and renovating others in 

Mogadishu and the federal states as part of its capacity building efforts aimed at 
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strengthening the Somali Police Force (SPF) to enable it discharge its duties of maintaining 

law and order effectively. 

Mr. Hassan noted that the new police station in Dalhiska will bolster security in the area, 

which has a big population of displaced people. 

“This police station will help us improve the security of the area, where a lot of internally 

displaced people reside,” the Jubbaland Police Commissioner stated. 

The Mayor of Kismayo, who is also the District Commissioner, appealed to the public to 

donate land, for community projects such as the construction of police stations, schools and 

hospitals. 

https://mareeg.com/amisom-police-launches-construction-of-a-new-police-station-in-

kismayo/ 
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Somali Police Officers Trained On Riot-Control Tactics 

04 July 2018 - The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) Police component has 

embarked on offering specialized training to regional police forces to prepare them for the 

gradual handover of security responsibility during the transition period. Jubbaland and 

Darwish police units based in Kismayo are the latest beneficiaries of a training course on 

public order management for their forces at the Darwish Police Academy in Kismayo. The 

purpose of the training is to enable police officers contain crowd disturbances like riots, 

demonstrations and strikes –  that occur in urban centres –  without the use of lethal 

weapons. The Coordinating Officer of AMISOM Police in Jubbaland state, Ernest Martin 

Abilu, said the purpose of the course was to equip Jubbaland’s riot police with skills on 

preventing crimes related to public unrest without harming those involved. “This is a 

requirement for modern policing because when we are handling public crimes, we are not 

required to use lethal weapons, we use non-lethal weapons because we are dealing with 

momentary opponents, we are dealing with rioters who are our own citizens and these are 

not enemies, so we don’t need to injure them,” the AMISOM Police Coordinating Officer for 

Jubbaland state added. 

Mr. Abilu said the officers were trained on how to professionally handle public order crimes 

including riots, strikes, violent demonstrations and mob justice among others. He noted that 

the officers who had undergone the training could now comfortably handle public order 

crimes without maiming or causing death to members of the public. 

Col. Mohamed Ahmed Qaato, the Commander of Darwish Police Academy, said the trainings 

will bring tangible benefits to the officers in protecting the rule of law in communities they 

serve. “This training helps in preventing riots and other problems that occur and it is an 

important training provided by AMISOM to Jubbaland forces. We thank AMISOM for the 

support,” said Col. Qaato. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-5-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Mogadishu mayor bans livestock from the streets 

Thursday July 5 2018 - Mogadishu Mayor 

Abdurahman Omar Osman alias Engineer 

Yarisow has banned livestock from the streets of 

the Somali capital. 

The mayor warned of severe punishment to the 

owners of any livestock found within the city boundaries. 

“I hereby tell the owners of the livestock to keep their animals in secure locations,” reads 

the mayor's decree. “Otherwise they will face severe consequences.” 

Mr Osman instructed the law enforcement agencies to take action against the owners of any 

livestock found on the streets. He said that his administration had granted the livestock 

owners two weeks to clear them from the streets. 

“Owners of animals found roaming on the streets that do not take advantage of the two 

weeks will be fined. But, if the practice continues, the animals will be confiscated by the 

municipality,” the decree further reads. 

Pedestrians and motorists in Mogadishu often find the livestock a big nuisance and a great 

inconvenience. 

The animals' wastes are a common site on the Mogadishu streets. 

At the marketplaces, the animals often encroach on the fresh farm merchandise of 

unsuspecting traders. 

Cattle are the commonest livestock on the Mogadishu streets. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/africa/Mayor-bans-livestock-from-

Mogadishu/4552902-4647622-mvpkv2z/index.html 
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Somali Government Sign Fishing Deal With A Chinese Firm In Nairobi 

05 July 2018 

Somalia’s Minister of Fisheries and Natural Resources Abdulrahman Mohamed Abdi Hashi 

has reached an initial agreement with the country’s first foreign fishing company owned by 

Chinese nations: “Today, we have signed a one-year fishing deal with China’s overseas 

companies represented by Davy Chen in order to benefit from our marine resources and we 

will closely monitor fishing companies from China operating in our coastline,” said the 

Minister during the signing of the pact in Nairobi. 

The minister also said fisheries licenses will be awarded to China’s fishing companies, and 

will closely monitor the fish production and fight against illegal fishing firms in Somalia. Mr 

Hashi pointed out that the Ministry plans to take advantage of the marine resources space, 

and also provide better opportunities to the poor and less fortunate members of society. 

Also present during the signing of the agreement was the First Secretary of the Somali 

Embassy in Kenya, Habib Mohamed Egal. The minister also confirmed that President 

Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo would travel to China in September to participate in a fishing 

conference as well as strengthen bilateral ties between Somalia and China. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-5-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somalia Vision 2020: One Man One Vote: Challenges And Recommendations 

04 July 2018 

Somalia’s experience with political parties dates back to the 1940s. In 1947, the Somali Youth 

League (SYL), one of the country’s first political parties, established offices in Italian 

Somaliland, British Somaliland and Ogadenia territories under Ethiopian rule. With the 

overall objective of eventually unifying all Somalis and their territories in one independent 

state. 

Although several political parties emerged during this period, all of them were cross-clan 

based. After a long struggle Somalia gained independence in 1960. The two territories, 

British protectorate Somaliland and Italian trusteeship Somalia,  were united and became 

independent states on July 1, 1960. 

At that time 33 MPs from British Somaliland and 90 seats the Italian protectorate were 

elected, totalling 123 MPs for the national Parliament. This Parliament elected the first 

President of the country, His Excellency Aden Abdulle Osman. Four years after the 

independence the first post independent election took place whereby 21 political parties 

participated. SYL won the absolute majority with 69 seats out of 123. Whereby the other 11 

political parties shared the remaining 54 seats. 

By the 1969 elections, the number of political parties contesting the elections had grown 

to  80.Many of these parties emerged in the immediate lead up to that election. The SYL 

expanded its majority to 73 seats. However, when several elected representatives from 

smaller parties – many of whom had only seen one or two candidates elected – joined SYL, 

the ruling party’s majority grew to 120. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-5-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali PM Says Inclusive Decision-Making Is Essential In Resolving The 

Country’s Current Problems 

04 July 2018 

Genuine political accommodation, inclusivity and consultative decision making are essential 

ingredients for Somalia’s success, Somali Prime Minister Hassan Ali Kheire said on 

Wednesday. Speaking during a Consultative Political Conference which kicked off in the 

Somali capital Mogadishu, the PM told participants that the conference was very crucial for 

the country and its people in general, as it will steer Somalia towards prosperity and better 

future. “The objective behind your gathering here, is basically to stand for the future of 

Somali people. We are convened here to come up with strategies of a better future for our 

people,” Mr. Kheire said. 

The Premier said the outcome the conference would form part of the solutions to Somalia’s 

political problems. He challenged participants to come up with sustainable solutions to some 

of the country’s longtime problems: “Your participation of this conference indicates that you 

are among the key actors and you are part of those who are drafting our Constitution, which 

the Somali people will depend on for next one hundred years,” he stated. 

Mr. Kheire hinted at the possibility of holding one person one vote in 2020: “Your meeting 

is an indication that are preparing ground for the much desired one man one vote polling 

system, which also signifies your readiness to conclude the constitutional review process,” 

he said. The conference which has brought together delegates from ministries of Interior 

and Constitutional Affairs, will run for four days. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-5-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Somalia: Somali PM Meets With Security Chiefs in Mogadishu 

4 July 2018 Federal Government, Hassan 

Ali Khaire held meeting the country's top 

security chief amid a surge in attacks by Al-

Shabab in the capital Mogadishu. 

The meeting which took place at the 

Police headquarters in Mogadishu has 

focused on the security gains made in the past months and how to overcome the challenges 

ahead. 

According to the sources, the premier has praised the government security agencies for the 

valuable efforts to secure the capital which has been relatively calm since Ramadan. 

The government has established a task security force, dubbed "Mogadishu stabilization 

troops" that beefed up the city's overall security as they also conduct routine operations. 

Somali government backed by 22,000 African Union forces is fighting against the Al Qaeda-

linked Al-Shabaab militants who still continue to control a large swathe of territory. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201807050404.html 
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Jubaland State of Somalia Monthly Security Council Meeting in kismayo  

July 5, 2018  

Jubaland State of Somalia holds a monthly Security Council meeting along with AMISOM 

Sectors and other important partners. 

The objectives of this meeting were the war on terrorism, advancing security, and the 

collaborative partnership of the key stakeholders working towards the elimination of 

terrorism, liberation of districts held by Al-Shabab, the continuous review and evaluation of 

enemy forces and the existing security obstacles. 

Upon further analysis and intelligence sharing, it has come to  attention that one of the key 

security obstacles continues to result from the following actions of the Somali National 

Army’s (SNA) Command; 

The elimination of the communication structures and chain of command between the 43rd 

Division and the SNA Command 

The appointment of a Unit Commander in the El-Wak area, a place where there’s been no 

military base and without any prior knowledge or consultation with the SNA’s 43rd Division 

based in Jubaland. 

The delivery of military equipment and logistics to El-Wak district by Federal Members of 

Parliament and Senate. It’s been brought to our attention that significant of portion of the 

delivered military equipment and logistics ended up in the hands of Al-Shabab because of 

the fact that there was no SNA force to defend it. 

The SNA Command has further created chaos and incoherence in the Sanguni front facing 

the liberation of the Middle Juba region. Failure to maintain an effective chain of command 

and the continuation of contradictory orders have resulted in a significant disadvantage to 

the SNA forces and the enemy gaining a recent opportunity to not only defeat the SNA forces 

but to capture significant equipment. 
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The SNA Command has also sewn an environment of discord that is highly likely to result in 

armed conflict, between communities, reviving civil-war rivalries and diverting our collective 

attention to degrade and destroy Al-Shabab 

The actions of the SNA Command have idled, limited and politicized the force logistics during 

a period in which we are engaged in 33 combat zones with the enemy 

Significant worries are here forth expressed by the Jubaland Security Council regarding the 

recent proposal of the African Union’s Peace & Security Commission to abolish or remove 

sector 6 which is needed more today than the day it was first put together. 

Finally, the President of Jubaland State of Somalia is immensely thankful for the countries 

continuing to offer their forces and support to Somalia in our efforts to fight extremist forces 

in the country. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/jubaland-state-of-somalia-monthly-security-council-meeting-

in-kismayo/ 
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Poor sanitation in Beledweyn town after the flood-hit  

July 5, 2018  

Beledweyn town, the capital of Hiraan, is currently undergoing major flash waste resulting 

in the recent flooding that hit the city. 

The main roads of the district are blocked by a lot of waste in the flood waters. 

The Mayor of Beledweyn town, Ali Abdirahman Sandheere and members of the city 

administration inspected the sanitation of some parts of the town. 

Sandheere said that they would soon start to rehabilitate the general hygiene of Beledweyn 

to bring back the beauty of the town. 

“We will concentrate on opening the roads, removing the rubbish, and restoring it, the city 

is dark and we will soon shine lightly,” said the mayor of Beledweyn. 

The poor sanitation of the town has also affected the health of the large population in the 

town. 

Beledweyne town, about 335 km north of Mogadishu, has been the scene of devastating 

flooding after the Shabelle River burst its banks due to heavy rainfalls. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/poor-sanitation-in-beledweyn-town-after-the-flood-hit/ 
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National Telecom Institute re-launched 

6th July 2018  

(Mogadishu, July 06, 2018) The Ministry of Post, Telecom 

and Technology (MPTT) has re-launched the National 

Telecom Training Institute (NTTI), taking a new approach to 

the delivery of ICT training to promote technical capacity 

building in Somalia. 

Established in 1976, the Institute was supported by the International Telecom Union (ITU) 

and UNDP through the provision of equipment and training, but ceased its operations in 

1991. However, several attempts have been made in the last few years to re-operationalize 

it, but the main challenge was the lack of necessary equipment and ICT infrastructure that 

could allow the trainees to gain ICT skills. 

NTTI is now equipped with a computer and Cisco labs and trainees have now access to the 

Government Internet network, the Internet Exchange Point, and the domain name system 

through the National Communications Authority. 

Ali Afey, director of Telecom from Ministry and also an alumnus from NTTI, briefly discussed 

the history of NTTI and its role in producing the communications engineers for public sector 

institutions in the past. Also speaking on behalf of the ICT sector, Da’ud Jaite from NationLink 

Telecom and also an alumnus from NTTI, said he was delighted to attend this ceremony. He 

said he was ready to volunteer and contribute to the development of the Institute. 

Representing the federal states, the minister for Post, Telecom and Technology of GalMudug 

State, Ahmed Dubbad Ali, thanked the Ministry for inviting him to witness this historic event. 

Deputy Minister of Finance and Minister of Higher Education noted that ICT initiatives and 

skills could greatly contribute to employment, income generation and poverty reduction. 
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H. E. Abdi Ashur Hassan, the Minister for Post, Telecom and Technology said NTTI would 

meet the skill requirements of the sector and generate more employment especially for the 

youth. He thanked the Somali Research and Education Network (Somali REN), for helping 

establish the computer lab, website, and curriculum development for the Institute. “Now 

the education sector has done their contribution, we want the telecom sector to help rebuild 

the premises of NTTI because they will be beneficiaries of this institution” the minister 

pointed out. 

In his closing remarks, the Prime Minister, H. E. Hassan Ali Khaire, said this event highlights 

the vision of the government to transform the Somali economy to digital. He said if we want 

to develop we need a qualified and trained labor force, harness the power of technology, as 

well as modernize and streamline our institutions. 

He said Somalia’s economy could no longer depend on substance farming and livestock, 

when the world is competing on technology. “No economy can develop without skilled labor, 

so we need to diversify our economy and start investing in technology,” concluded the Prime 

Minister. 

https://mareeg.com/national-telecom-institute-re-launched/ 
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http://www.somalilandpress.com/somaliland-non-state-actors-forum-elects-new-

chairperson-and-board-members/ 
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Somaliland Government Applauded for Treating Somalia’s POW in a Humane 

Manner 

The president of Somaliland H.E Musa Bihi Abdi has welcomed a delegation from the 

international Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) in his office at presidential palace. The 

delegation was led by the head of ICRC Mr.Simon Brooks. The president discussed with the 

ICRC delegation pertaining the general situation of the country. They also touched on the 

proposal for the ICRC opening a new office in Hargeisa. 

The ICRC boss praised the government of Somaliland for treating the Tukaraq prisoners of 

war in a humane manner. ICRC delegation also talked with the president about the stoppage 

of war between Somaliland and Somalia following war that transpired between the two 

countries inside Somaliland’s territory of Tukaraq. 

The president stated that Somaliland always follows the Islamic Law of treating prisoners in 

a humane way. Furthermore the prisoners’ families are allowed unrestricted access to 

prisoners. 

President Bihi said that the government of Somaliland had implemented the cessation of 

hostilities in Tukaraq hamlet as per the agreement with the international community. He 

added president of Somalia call of cease fire   a gimmick since Somaliland had already 

heeded the international community call 

https://www.somaliaonline.com/community/topic/104629-somaliland-government-

applauded-for-treating-somalia%E2%80%99s-pow-in-a-humane-

manner/?tab=comments#comment-1056528 
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Somaliland authority distribute Food Rations to families affected by drought 

in Sool region 

July 5, 2018 

LASANOD–Somaliland’s Disaster Prevention & 

Food Storage Agency has distributed food 

rations to more than 800 families in Sool 

province particularly to Yagori, Adhi Adeye and 

Tuka Raq districts. The food has been allocated to 

families affected by drought where most families lost their livestock. Hon. Abdi Khayre Dirir, 

Sool’s provincial commissioner has accepted the food aid donated by Somaliland’s disaster 

prevention and Food Storage officials. 

Sool’s provincial governor has said that 300 families in Tuka Raq, 250 families in Adhi Adye 

and 250 families in Yagori will benefit from the food aid. The food rations consist of 8 items 

according to Sool’s provincial commissioner. He thanked the head of the food aid agency for 

the donation of the food aid. Somaliland has kicked off the repairing of the road linking 

Lasanod to Tuka Raq which has been damaged by recent rains which was a big problem to 

the traffic. A delegation headed by Sool’s provincial governor, Abdi Khaire Dirir inspected 

the ongoing restoration to the road which is going on smoothly. The governor yesterday said 

that the government is about to repair a 5 km of the road which has been completely 

destroyed by the rains. Somaliland authority has embarked on a campaign to inaugurate 

development projects for Sool province according to the governor. 

https://somalilandinformer.net/2018/07/05/somaliland-authority-distribute-food-rations-

to-families-affected-by-drought-in-sool-region/ 
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WATCH: Rights group says Ethiopia tortures ethnic Somalis at secret jail 

2018-07-05 

Suspected members of a separatist group in 

Ethiopia's Somali region are being tortured, raped 

and starved at a secret prison, Human Rights 

Watch alleged on Thursday.  

The New York-based watchdog called for an 

investigation by the Ethiopian government into the 

allegations concerning suspected members of the separatist Ogaden National Liberation 

Front (ONLF) at the prison in the southeastern region. 

Rights groups have often accused Ethiopian security forces of abuse, particularly against 

rebel groups that have targeted the one-party rule of the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary 

Democratic Front (EPRDF). 

Since taking office in April, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has sought to end these insurgencies 

and address rights violations. 

Last month, he publicly acknowledged torture carried out by security services, describing it 

as a form of "terrorism". He has also backed legislation to decriminalise armed groups such 

as the ONLF. 

Attacks by the ONLF have tapered off since Ethiopia launched a crackdown a decade ago 

after the rebels killed 77 at a Chinese oil venture in 2007. 

Last year the group's commander Abdikarim Muse was handed over to Ethiopia by Somalia, 

which was holding him. 
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HRW said the documented abuses occurred at a detention facility - known as "Jail Ogaden" 

- between 2011 and this year, adding that most people brought to the facility were never 

formally charged. 

It said the government must establish a commission to investigate the allegations and hold 

those responsible to account. 

"The scale of torture and abuse in Jail Ogaden cannot be overstated," said researcher Felix 

Horne. "Abiy should continue to publicly condemn torture and take action on Jail Ogaden to 

show he is serious about stopping torture and ending impunity." 

Somali region is Ethiopia's second-largest, bordering, Djibouti, Kenya and Somalia, and is one 

of the country's most volatile areas. 

Intense ethnic clashes, beginning last year along the shared border between Somali and 

neighbouring Oromia region, have so far displaced over a million people and killed hundreds. 

Rights groups blame the regional security force, called the Liyu police, for being behind the 

worst abuses as well as instigating ethnic fighting, with the approval of the regional 

government 

https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/watch-rights-group-says-ethiopia-tortures-ethnic-

somalis-at-secret-jail-20180705 
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Ethiopia: Ogaden Basin - Source of Peril or Prosperity for the Somali Region? 

4 July 2018 

Addis Abeba — On June 28th Ethiopian government representatives, Somali Regional 

President Abdi Mohamoud Omar alongside Senior Executives of Poly-GCL Petroleum Group 

attended an inaugural ceremony of the first ever crude oil extraction tests in the Ogaden 

Basin sparking outrage and concern among Somali communities globally. 

On June 28, 2018 Chinese owned Poly-GCL petroleum group officially started crude oil 

production tests in the Hilala oil fields in the resource rich Ogaden Basin. Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed declared that fossil fuel production would bring employment and an economic boom 

to the entire country as the celebratory unveiling proceeded in the Hilala Oil fields. The 

reaction against the extraction of resources in the Ogaden from Somali communities 

however, has been far from celebratory. Instead, the new venture has been increasingly 

described in terms of an 'exploitation' and 'plundering' resources. Following the inaugural 

ceremony at the Hilala Oil fields, local citizens in Shilaabo have begun protesting peacefully 

against the exploitation of their resources where at least one man named Kaafi Mohamed 

Abdullahi was killed by the military. 

Between 1950 and 1995, 43 wells have been drilled in the Ogaden region and even more 

between 1995 and 2018. Corporations that have drilled include Tenneco Oil Exploration, 

Sinclair Oil Corporation and Soviet Petroleum Exploration Expedition (SPEE) among others. 

In the 1980's, Soviet Petroleum Exploration Expedition confirmed the extensive gas reserves 

in Calub and Hilala estimated at 118 billion cubic meters. At Present, POLY-GCL Petroleum 

Group, a Chinese state-owned company has been awarded oil & gas exploration rights of 

some of the most promising blocks in Ogaden. They have estimated the gas reserves in 

Calub, approximately 1,200km south-east of Addis Abeba and Hilala alone to be four trillion 

cubic feet. Petronas too, confirmed a 0.6 Trillion Cubic Feet gas reserve in Genale. 
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Throughout these discoveries, the Ogaden region has remained a site of past and present 

resistance against oil and gas exploitation. Somali people living in the region have 

consistently demonstrated their opposition to the extraction of natural resources deeming 

these resources to be the very cause behind their continued oppression and marginalization. 

In 1945, when Haile Selassie embarked upon Oil exploration in the Ogaden - the citizens of 

Wardheer organised a mass demonstration against Sinclair Oil Corporation to drive them 

out. The same spirit of protest is found among popular songs and literature recited in the 

region criticising the numerous roads paved by major corporations throughout the Ogaden 

to facilitate their travels. One such song sung by Somalis contains the following lyrics: 'waxuu 

uga jeedayba mooye, wallee Jarmalkii jid noo jeex' roughly translating to 'whatever their evil 

intentions, the Germans paved roads for us' signifying the earliest forms of resistance against 

the 1959 roads built by Gewerkschaft Elwerath and the wider presence and practices of large 

oil corporations. The lyrics also shed light on the fact that the roads that have been paved 

were not intended to bring any gain to the Somali people belonging to the region. These 

major roads include lixirdoodka, afaridoodka and Quman between Qorahay and Doolo and 

others in Qabridahare, Wardheer Zone and around the Calub area 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201807050471.html 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 06/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 26

http://allafrica.com/stories/201807050471.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201807050471.html


 

 

 

EU slams UAE retaliatory acts against Somalia over Gulf crisis 

The European Parliament has condemned the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE), saying the country was 

taking retaliatory actions against Somalia for the 

latter's neutral position on the Gulf crisis.  

In a resolution passed on Wednesday, the Belgium-

based parliament said that Somalia has "sought to remain neutral" on the ongoing Gulf crisis, 

but was in turn "deprived of regular budgetary support payments by Saudi Arabia and the 

UAE".  

"In terms of the wider confrontation between the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi 

Arabia, on the one hand, and Qatar, on the other, the Federal Government of Somalia has 

sought to remain neutral; whereas, in retaliation, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have ceased 

their regular budgetary support payments to Somalia, which further weakens the 

government's ability to pay the security forces," the resolution reads.  

The European Parliament statement urged "the UAE to cease forthwith all acts of 

destabilisation in Somalia and respect Somalia's sovereignty and territorial integrity."  

The dispute between Qatar on the one hand, and Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt and Bahrain 

on the other, has been ongoing since June 5, 2017, when the latter countries announced 

they were cutting ties with Qatar and imposed a land, sea and air blockade.  

The Arab countries accuse Doha of supporting "terrorism" and "extremist groups" - charges 

Qatar strongly denies. 

Somalia has had an unstable security situation for decades. An al-Qaeda-linked group, al-

Shabab, is fighting to overthrow Somalia's Western-backed central government and 

establish its own rule based on its interpretation of Islamic law in the Horn of Africa country. 
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The group used to control most parts of the country, but since 2010, its fighters have been 

removed from most major towns and cities, though continue to carry out deadly attacks.  

Declining relationship  

While there have been recent political disagreements between Mogadishu and Abu Dhabi, 

Somalia, unlike many other African countries, declined to choose sides in the Gulf crisis and 

instead called for dialogue to end the rift.  

Somalia's position amid the crisis has been a delicate one, the country is highly dependent 

on trade from Saudi Arabia - it's top export partner, and imports many UAE products.  

The African nation is also close to Turkey, which has donated more than $1bn in aid to 

Somalia and supports Qatar in the rift.  

This year, Abu Dhabi agreed to train security forces in Somaliland - a region in northern 

Somalia seeking to secede from the country. The UAE also signed a 30-year concession with 

Somaliland to manage Berbera Port in the semi-autonomous region. It has also started 

building a military base in the port city. 

Somalia dismissed the agreement between Abu Dhabi and the northern Somali region as 

"non-existent, null and void" and called on the United Nations to take action. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/eu-slams-uae-retaliatory-acts-somalia-gulf-

crisis-180705135452700.html 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/world/africa/djibouti-launches-chinese-built-

free-trade-zone 
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