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Three herders killed in inter-clan feud at Garissa-Isiolo border  

Saturday July 7, 2018 

Three people were killed in inter-clan clashes in 

Lagdera, Garissa, on Thursday. 

Residents said Burale Dekow, Mohamed Farah and 

Abdi Derow died of gunshots wounds. 

They were buried in Modogashe according to Islamic 

rites. Three other people were injured and are admitted to Modogashe Hospital. 

Residents said they were attacked while herding camels. Local leaders want answers over a 

protracted border feud with Isiolo. 

Lagdera MP Mohamed Hire (pictured) and former Woman Representative Shukran Gure 

accused some leaders of inciting residents. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158951/three_herders_killed_in_inter_clan_f

eud_at_garissa_isiolo_border.aspx 
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Galmudug To Send Reinforcement To Local People Fighting With Al-Shabaab 

06 July 2018 

The administration of Galmudug state in central Somalia is planning to dispatch a 

reinforcement team to boost the local people who are fighting against Al-Shabaab militants 

in Mudug region. Local sources indicate that at least 15 people, including local civilians and 

members of the militia group have so far died in the fighting in Aad village, in the central 

Galmudug administration. 

Galmudug’s chief of ministers, Sheikh Mohamed Shakir. held an urgent meeting with 

security commanders in Dhuusamareeb District. Sheikh Shakir thereafter said his 

administration had resolved to dispatch an immediate backup team to the local people 

fighting against Al-Shabaab.  He reiterated that the security forces were ready to take action 

and give support to the villagers defending themselves from aggression by Al-Shabab, whose 

intention is to recruit their children as fighters. The battle between the locals and Al-Shabaab 

continued for two days in Caad village under Harardheere town of Mudug region. The 

clashes started after the parents resisted Al-Shabaab’s move to recruit their children into 

the militia group. 

According to one villager who spoke to VOA Somali service, Al-Shabaab fighters met with 

elders in the area and requested for help in their recruitment exercise in the area: “The 

fighting kicked after their demand was rejected by residents” said the villager, who spoke 

on conditions of anonymity. He confirmed that the local people willingly organized 

themselves and resisted Al-Shabaab’s attacks in the area. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-6-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Internally Displaced Persons Fleeing The Caad Conflict Reach Hobyo Town 

06 July 2018 

The District Commissioner for Hobyo in Mudug region, Abdullahi Ahmed Ali, has reported 

the arrival of civilians displaced by the ongoing fight between Al-Shabaab fighters and 

pastoralists in Caad location. According to the commissioner, tension in Caad is very high 

following days of sporadic fighting between the locals and Al-Shabaab fighters. 

The Hobyo District Commissioner, has accordingly requested the Federal Government and 

the international community to intervene in the conflict and support the local community 

from  effects of the raging battle. Following a lengthy meeting, the Galmudug administration 

has accordingly decided to send more ammunition, medicine and soldiers to the frontline to 

help the local community fight and defeat Al-Shabaab in Caad 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-6-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali Security Officials Undergo Training On Gender Equality And Human 

Rights 

06 July 2018 - More than 30 participants from the Somali national security forces have 

concluded a five-day course on gender equality and human rights. The participants drawn 

from security agencies of the federal and state governments were taken through sets of 

rules, regulations and laws on gender equality and human rights to ensure compliance to 

international humanitarian laws as required by the United Nations and the African Union. 

The train the trainer (TTT) course was conducted by the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) in partnership with the British Peace Support Team. Speaking during the closing 

ceremony, on Thursday, the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission, Ambassador Francisco Madeira, said the training was important in helping 

Somalia’s security forces comply with international rules and regulations on human rights. 

“The training is in recognition that the work of building the capacity of Somali national 

security forces involves not just training in hardware but also on issues of compliance,” 

Ambassador Madeira noted. The training, the SRCC observed, was meant to not only ensure 

that AMISOM and SNSF, operate under the global and regional norms established by the 

African Union and the United Nations, but also promote the participation of women in the 

security sectors He hailed the enthusiasm exhibited by the participants, adding that their 

decision to plan and execute the course, fitted well with the AU Mission’s preparations for 

the gradual handover of security responsibility to Somali national security forces. The British 

Ambassador to Somalia, David Concar, who also attended the ceremony, lauded the 

participants for taking part in the training and urged them to promote gender issues in their 

respective federal member states and work places. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-6-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali President Attends Forum Of China-Africa Cooperation In Djibouti 

05 July 2018 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo is among the African Heads of State attending the 

China-Africa international free trade event in Djibouti. The Somali leader arrived in Djibouti 

Thursday and attended the official opening session of the meeting. Presidents of Sudan, 

Djibouti, Rwanda, Ethiopian Prime Minister and Chairman of African Union, Moussa Faki of 

Chad, were also in attendance. 

Upon arrival at the airport, President Farmajo and members of his entourage were received 

by Djibouti Prime Minister, Abdikadir Kamil Mohamed, and diplomats at Somalia’s Embassy 

in Djibouti. The three days summit (July 5 to 7) will focus on implementation of free 

economic zone, investment and strengthening economic infrastructure and other issues of 

great importance to Africa and China. 

In his brief speech at the event, President Farmajo said the idea of establishing a free trade 

zone demonstrates Djibouti’s readiness to join other nations in boosting the economy of the 

region. China-Africa strategic partnership has been steadily strengthened by good progress 

made through cooperation between the two sides. China’s investment in Africa has grown 

steadily and extended to more sectors. The direct investment made by Chinese companies 

in Africa totaled US$ 1 billion last year. President Farmajo was accompanied on the trip by 

the ministers of Foreign affairs, Finance, Commerce and Industries, the State Minister for 

Defence, among other senior government officials. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-6-2018-morning-headlines/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 07/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 5

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-6-2018-morning-headlines/
http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-6-2018-morning-headlines/


 

 

 

Somali regional forces sharpen skills on crime prevention  

Friday July 6, 2018 

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 

said on Thursday that its police component has 

offered a specialized training to regional police 

forces on crime prevention. 

The AU mission said Jubbaland and Darwish riot 

police units based in Kismayo in southern 

Somalia was to be equipped with skills on 

preventing public order crimes related to unrest without harming those involved. Ernest 

Martin Abilu, Coordinating Officer of AMISOM Police in Jubbaland state said in a statement 

issued in Mogadishu the training was aimed at preparing the police forces for the gradual 

handover of security responsibility during the transition period. 

Abilu said the officers were trained on how to professionally handle public order crimes 

including riots, strikes, violent demonstrations and mob justice among others without 

maiming or causing death to members of the public. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/158938/somali_regional_forces_sharpen_skill

s_on_crime_prevention.aspx 
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EU Parliament labels Farmaajo an autocrat, urges tolerance to critics  

July 6, 2018  The EU Parliament in a 

strongly worded resolution Wednesday 

accused President Mohamed Farmaajo’s 

administration of autocratic leadership 

citing arbitrary arrests of political 

opponents. 

“[The EU Parliament] is concerned by the 

autocratic approach of the present administration and some of the regional state 

administrations, resulting in the arrest of political opponents and peaceful critics; considers 

any intimidation, harassment, detention or killing of journalists and civil society activists as 

absolutely unacceptable,” the legislative body said. 

The government came under heavy criticism last December following the raid and arrest of 

Wadajir party leader and former presidential candidate Abdishakur Warsame. During the 

raid, four body guards attached to the politician were killed during fire exchange with 

government forces. Similarly, security operatives raided the house of Senator Abdi 

Geybdiid’s the same month. The government has variously barred Warsame from holding 

political meetings in the country. Kenyan authorities also blocked Warsame in April from 

hosting a political rally in Nairobi. 

In the resolution, the EU Parliament accuses the Federal Government of using the 

intelligence agency NISA to silence critics among them journalists, civil society actors and 

politicians.  It called on the Somali government to ensure freedom of expression is fully 

respected by among others repealing the penal code and the new media law 

http://goobjoog.com/english/eu-parliament-labels-farmaajo-an-autocrat-urges-tolerance-

to-critics/ 
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EU slams UAE, Saudi for ‘destabilising’ Somalia  

July 6, 2018  

The European Parliament has slammed the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia for 

slashing financial support to Somalia over its neutral 

position on the Gulf Crisis, Al Jazeera reported today. 

Somalia “sought to remain neutral” on the ongoing Gulf 

Crisis, but was “deprived of regular budgetary support 

payments by Saudi Arabia and the UAE”. 

“In terms of the wider confrontation between the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi 

Arabia, on the one hand, and Qatar, on the other, the Federal Government of Somalia has 

sought to remain neutral; whereas, in retaliation, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have ceased 

their regular budgetary support payments to Somalia, which further weakens the 

government’s ability to pay the security forces,” the EU Parliament’s resolution read. 

The two governments were urged to “cease forthwith all acts of destabilisation in Somalia 

and respect Somalia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

US identifies soldier killed in Somalia 

The blockading quartet – UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt – levied an air, land and sea 

blockade last summer against Qatar accusing it of supporting terrorism and allying with Iran. 

Qatar categorically denied the claims as baseless, and leaned towards allies for support for 

basic amenities such as food and dairy products. Countries in the region are currently posed 

with the question over which camp they are in support – Qatar or the blockading quarter. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 07/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 8

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/eu-slams-uae-retaliatory-acts-somalia-gulf-crisis-180705135452700.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/eu-slams-uae-retaliatory-acts-somalia-gulf-crisis-180705135452700.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180611-us-identifies-solider-killed-in-somalia/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180611-us-identifies-solider-killed-in-somalia/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170605-4-gulf-countries-sever-diplomatic-ties-with-qatar/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170605-4-gulf-countries-sever-diplomatic-ties-with-qatar/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170605-qatar-says-it-faces-campaign-of-lies-denies-interfering/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170605-qatar-says-it-faces-campaign-of-lies-denies-interfering/


 

 

Days after the blockade on Qatar, Somalia was reportedly offered $80 million in exchange 

for support of the blockading quartet. 

With tensions rising sky high, Somalia went on in March this year to reject a UAE logistics 

company port deal in Somaliland involving Ethiopia, claiming that it undermines its unity, 

sovereignty and is a violation of its constitution. Somalia even went as far as passing a law 

in parliament to ban the UAE Company DP World, despite the company continuing its work 

on the port in Somaliland. 

Adding to the tensions, back in April Somalia’s security forces halted a Royal Jet aircraft and 

seized $9.6 million it believed was intended for buying political leverage in Somalia. The 

incident exacerbating a rift between Somalia and the UAE. 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180706-eu-slams-uae-saudi-for-destabilising-

somalia/ 
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Eritrea: UNHCR Special Envoy for the Somali Refugee Situation Calls for More 

Support for Refugees in Eritrea 

The Special Envoy for the Somali refugee situation, Ambassador Mohamed Abdi Affey, led a 

high-level delegation in Eritrea accompanied by the Deputy Director of Division of 

International Protection, Ms. Shahrzad Tadjbakhsh and the Head of the Legal and Policy Unit 

of the Regional Bureau of Africa (RBA), Mr. Leonard Zulu. 

Ambassador Affey led a successful engagement with the government of the State of Eritrea 

(GoSE) on the issuance of exit visas to the Somali refugees who have found solutions 

particularly through voluntary repatriation or third world resettlement. 

The Special Envoy expressed UNHCR's commitment to the GoSE towards providing solutions 

for refugees and support to host communities in line with the New York Declaration's 

Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework and the Global Compacts of Refugees and 

Migration. 

While addressing partners and government officials last week in Eritrea, the Special Envoy 

expressed his gratitude to the government of the State of Eritrea for their hospitality 

extended to the refugees for the last 25 years. "There is need for implementation of the 

Nairobi Declaration and its Plan of Action on finding durable solutions for Somali refugees," 

he added. 

The Special Envoy highlighted that partner agencies, member states, UN agencies and 

relevant stakeholders should play a crucial role in assisting and supporting the regional 

application of the new refugee response approach referring to the CRRF and the Global 

Compact for Refugees. 

The Ambassador further advocated for solutions realization and resource mobilization in line 

with commitments to responsibility sharing for refugees. He noted with concern that the 
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Somali refugee situation is not only massive and protracted but has lasted for over two 

decades affecting generations. 

"As of May 2018, the State of Eritrea has been hosting 2,258 refugees, 2,153 refugees from 

Somalia and 105 refugees from other nationalities for more than two decades with UNHCR 

support and funding." He said. He restated the need to ensure that refugees are provided 

with adequate humanitarian support, protection, opportunities for asylum and resettlement 

and enhanced efforts towards realization of appropriate durable solutions and the need for 

the international community to continue demonstrating solidarity and responsibility-

sharing. 

"Humanitarian admission programs, opportunities for skilled migrants, labour mobility and 

education should be provided to enhance self-reliance, reduce the risk of poverty and help 

refugees contribute to their host communities while preparing them for an eventual return 

so that they can participate in the reconstruction of their countries," said Ambassador Affey. 

During the various meetings, all the partners and government officials welcomed the 

mandate of the Special Envoy and expressed their gratitude to UNHCR for the continued 

support to the people of concern towards finding durable solutions. 

While visiting Umkulu refugee camp, Ambassador Affey acknowledged the warm welcome 

by the Somali refugees. "There is no honor in remaining in a refugee camp for over 25 years," 

said Ambassador Affey describing the trauma and stigma that accompanies life in exile after 

speaking to refugee men and women who have been in the camp for the past 25 years. He 

added that some Somali refugees have expressed interest in eventually returning home 

however, most of them prefer to wait until the situation in the country stabilizes although 

the situation in Somalia is not yet conducive for large scale voluntary repatriation, UNHCR is 

providing assistance to those individuals who have made the decision to return. 

The Special Envoy for the Somali refugee situation noted that UNHCR will continue to keep 

a high-level focus on the maintenance of protection space and realization of appropriate 

durable solutions for refugees. "We cannot deliver protection, empowerment and solutions 

for refugees by ourselves. We all need to contribute at the local, regional and global level," 

emphasized Ambassador Affey. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807060785.html  
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http://www.somalilandpress.com/eucap-somalia-hosts-second-cas2b-meeting-in-

mogadishu/ 
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'Istanbul' increasingly popular name for Somali girls 

06.07.2018  

More and more people in Somalia are giving their girls the name Istanbul, inspired by 

Turkey’s most populous city, as Turks continue forging strong ties and sending aid to 

Somalia. 

Muhtar Mohammed, an artist in the Horn of Africa country, is one of those who named his 

daughter Istanbul, hailed by many as the “queen of the cities.”  

Mohammed told Anadolu Agency that his 7-year-old daughter is named Istanbul in honor of 

Turkey’s aid to Somalia in various areas.  

He named her Istanbul to remind his family and fellow Somalis of the generous support of 

the Turkish people, he explained, calling this a “goodwill gesture.” 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's visit to Somalia in 2011 -- repeated in 2016 -- was 

a pivotal moment for Somalia and a "historic message" to its people and the world, said 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu last year.  

Turkey sends considerable humanitarian aid to the country through several relief agencies, 

and last September it opened a training base in Mogadishu, set to train some 10,000 Somali 

soldiers. 

"My government and our Somali people will not forget this huge help by our Turkish 

brothers,” Somali Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire said at the base’s inauguration ceremony. 

Another Somali who named his daughter Istanbul is Sumeyye Adussekur, who learned the 

name from seeing the scenic metropolis on popular Turkish TV dramas.  
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For years Turkish TV series have been exported to over 200 countries -- part of Turkey’s “soft 

power” worldwide -- earning the country’s domestic television industry some $250 million, 

according to 2015 figures. 

“I really like Istanbul’s natural beauty. I even thought about changing my own name to 

Istanbul. Later I gave this name to my newborn daughter,” added Sumeyye.  

She said that she also plans to name her son after Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.  

A 40-year-old woman also named Istanbul says her father, who had a connection to the city, 

gave her the name. When she was growing up in a small village years ago, her foreign name 

was awkward, she said.  

But with the name Istanbul gaining popularity, now she loves her name, and in 2013 passed 

it on to her newborn daughter as well.  

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/istanbul-increasingly-popular-name-for-somali-

girls/1196686 
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HARGEISA, Somaliland—Hyperinflation and economic isolation have pushed this poor, 

breakaway republic closer to a virtual milestone than most other countries in the world: a 

cashless economy. 

Mobile-money services have taken off over the past decade in Africa; 1 in 10 adults across 

the continent—about 100 million people—use them. In Kenya,Vodacom Group Ltd.’s 

roundbreaking service M-Pesa, broadly considered the first major and most successful 

mobile-money technology platform, counts 26 million users, roughly half the population. 

More than half of the world’s 282 mobile-money platforms are in sub-Saharan Africa, 

research by McKinsey & Co. shows. 

The continent, home to many of the world’s frontier economies, has come closest to 

skipping, or “leapfrogging” as it’s often called, traditional brick-and-mortar banks and going 

straight to heavily using phones as wallets. 

And nowhere are the benefits of mobile money more apparent than in Somaliland, where 

the extreme economic and financial conditions have allowed Zaad, a service from the main 

local telecom, Telesom, to catalyze commerce in one of the most isolated parts of the world. 

“I have my salary paid on Zaad, so I only use cash when I can’t use Zaad,” said Qassim Ali, a 

supermarket salesman here in the country’s capital. “I prefer it. I have less cash on me, so I 

am less vulnerable if I am robbed.” 

Somaliland, a self-declared republic of 3.5 million that broke away from Somalia in 1991, 

isn’t recognized by any foreign nations and, despite being considered more peaceful than 

Somalia, it is largely cut off from international banking because terror-finance concerns 

restrict transactions. 
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The country prints its own currency, the Somaliland shilling, but the exchange rate is around 

10,000 or more to the dollar, money traders say. This leads to wide use of the greenback, 

which arrives through remittances and major aid agencies that operate here and mainly pay 

in the U.S. currency. 

Since its launch in 2009, Zaad, which means “to grow” in Somali, has swelled to 850,000 

users—roughly one-quarter of the nation’s population. Locals use the platform on battered 

old cellphones and, less frequently, on smartphones and a designated app. 

Without mobile money, cash has a hard time flowing through the country. No commercial 

banks really operate here, and hauling physical cash over rough roads is time-consuming. 

Companies use Zaad for their monthly payrolls, instead of handing wads of cash to their 

employees. 

Today, each user on average makes 35 Zaad transactions a month, and Somalilanders say 

they try to use Zaad for most transactions. A rudimentary texting system makes it easy even 

for the many Somalilanders who are illiterate. 

Apart from phone-to-phone transactions, users can top up their mobile wallets by handing 

cash—shillings or dollars—over to an official agent, who is often a single person in a shack 

on the side of the road. 

“This service has been a driving force for the smooth operation of our economy,” said 

Abdikarim Dil, Telesom’s chief executive. 

Since mobile-money services aren’t regulated by the central bank, they aren’t subject to the 

restrictions that traditional banks face, including requirements meant to block terror 

financing. 

The reasons for mobile money’s success in Somaliland are on full display on Hargeisa’s busy, 

bumpy streets, where rows of money changers lounge in front of 3-foot-tall towers of cash, 

some held together by nets, others in sacks. To get the shillings to a customer’s car, most 

money exchanges employ assistants armed with wheelbarrows to lug the heavy bags. 
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Once a week, Abdulahi Abdirahman hauls two bulky, heavy sacks of shillings from his gas 

station across Hargeisa to the money-exchange area downtown and, several hours later, 

returns with just a few dollar notes in his back pocket and his Zaad wallet loaded up. 

Clients pay Mr. Abdirahman in Somaliland shillings. He needs to pay suppliers in dollars. 

Using Zaad, he gets half the payments in mobile money, meaning the cumbersome ritual has 

become more manageable in these times of high inflation. 

Stories like these have driven an average 10% growth in Zaad over the last year alone. Other 

services have also sprung up, creating more competition. Dahabshiil, a Somali-owned 

money-transfer service that operates in 126 countries and is popular across the Muslim 

world, is another player in mobile services in Somaliland. 

Dahabshiil has paired with Somtel, another telecom company here, to launch e-Dahab. The 

platform has become popular with Somalilanders abroad, who use it to remit money home 

over mobile—one major source of dollars here. 

“The idea of a cashless economy has attracted growth as a result of the lack of conventional 

banks and also due to security concerns that continue to be an issue,” Dahabshiil CEO 

Abdirashid Duale said. 

Zaad and the newer mobile-money platforms are so critical to the running of Somaliland’s 

economy, and the spirit of patriotism here is so strong, that these executives have been 

offering the services free. Similar services elsewhere in Africa tend to be expensive, with 

charges as high as 10% for transactions as small as $1. 

But Mr. Dil, the Telesom boss, says the free lunch may be over here, too. He is considering 

introducing ultralow charges for Zaad transactions later this year. 

He thinks Somalilanders and the economy are ready. 

“People don’t like to pay and it will be tough,” he said, “but we have to…persuade them it’s 

to their benefit and to our benefit to pay a little for something so important.” 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/an-isolated-country-runs-on-mobile-money-1530882001 
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Stranded Somali fishermen rescued by Navy  

Sri Lanka Navy troops were able to rescue three Somali fishermen onboard a fishing vessel 

stranded at sea and bring them ashore during a rescue operation on Thursday (05 July). The 

rescue mission was launched by the Navy after being alerted by the Department of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources of a Somali fishing vessel being lost at sea. 

Naval authorities had promptly rushed one their ships 'SLNS Nandimithra' with a group of 

medical personnel for the rescue mission on Wednesday evening. Naval troops were able to 

reach the stranded fishermen 115 nautical miles off the Galle Lighthouse the next day. The 

fishermen were given basic medical care and safely brought ashore to the Galle harbor. Later 

they were handed over to the Galle police. 

https://www.news.lk/news/business/item/21256-stranded-somali-fishermen-rescued-by-

navy 
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