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Somali Army Command Announces Fresh Offensive Against Al-Shabaab 

10 July 2018 

The Commander-in-Chief of Somali National Army (SNA), General Abdiweli Hussein Jama 

Gorod, has announced a new anti-Al-Shabaab push. During a meeting with military officers 

in the capital of Mogadishu, Gorod said they have readied an offensive aimed at flushing out 

Al-Shabaab from the remaining areas still under their control. The commander urged the 

young military officers to serve the nation honestly and take part in the war on Al-Shabaab. 

General Gorod called on the SNA leading officials to prepare for a final push against Al-

Shabaab which is expected to be unleashed in the coming weeks. Al-Shabaab has lost large 

ground to Somali and African Union (AU) forces. However, the militants still control swathes 

of territory in south and central regions of Somalia. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-10-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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https://www.kenyans.co.ke/news/31222-police-officer-goes-missing-suspected-al-

shabaab-militants-raid-police-post 
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Hirshabelle MPs Complain Over Insecure Mogadishu-Jowhar Road 

10 July 2018 

Farah Mohamed, one of the Members of Parliament from the Hirshabelle administration, 

has told Goobjoog News that insecurity along the Mogadishu-Jowhar road has affected 

Hirshabelle parliamentary sessions: “The MPs were, for instance, expected to start their 

sessions on Tuesday, but delayed to do owing to insecurity. They could not travel by road 

and we accordingly request for transportation by air.” 

Farah said attacks by Al-Shabaab are ordinarily carried out along the Mogadishu-Jowhar road 

and the Hirshabelle administration requires support from the national government in 

beefing up security along this stretch. According to the MP, the attacks staged by members 

of the militia group mainly target MPs and top officials of the Hirshabelle administration. 

Two months ago, Members of Hirshabelle Parliament, alongside their body guards and 

soldiers from the regional government, were killed on the road between Mogadishu and 

Jowhar following gunfire attack by Al-Shabaab  on their convoy. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-10-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somalia: Interior Ministry Spokesman Sacked After Criticising Govt 

Interior Minister Spokesman Abdiaziz Ibrahim was on Monday relieved of his duties a day 

after he opened up on the frustration he has had to undergo as a government official 

Interior Ministry Spokesman Sacked After Criticising Govt 

Interior Minister Spokesman Abdiaziz Ibrahim was on Monday relieved of his duties a day 

after he opened up on the frustration he has had to undergo as a Spokesman and advisor. 

"I've accepted to do this job voluntarily, without any remuneration or salary, not because of 

pride or be known or recognized, but because of my meeting with President Farmajo, on the 

advice of PM Khayre and on the suggestion from the former Governor of Benadir Region and 

Mayor of Mogadishu, Thabit Ab" Ibrahim said.in a statment. 

" I gratefully thank all of them for the opportunity to serve the Internal Security Minister 

Duale whom I have always had disagreements on how to handle the security threats posed 

by Al Shabab" he added. 

"If there's ever a situation where I and my senior colleagues disagree on how to handle 

security issues, I promise to express it without fear or favor, I'll not be leaving Somalia but 

staying put to serve our country" he said. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807100508.html 
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Somalia: Garissa Leaders Demand Arrest of MP Over Killings 

Leaders in Garissa want an MP they did not name and attackers who killed three people in 

Elderre on the border with Isiolo arrested. Burale Dekow, Mohamed Farah and Abdi Derow 

were killed on Friday while herding their camels. Three other people sustained gunshot 

wounds. 

Garissa Senator Yussuf Haji, Governor Ali Korane, MPs Abdikarim Osman (Fafi), Abdi Shurie 

(Balambala), Sophia Abdinoor (Ijara) and MCAs pointed an accusing finger at the lawmaker. 

The leaders blamed him for inciting residents. They spoke at Masalani town on Saturday. 

Haji said it was unacceptable for armed militias to kill innocent people over issues that can 

be resolved amicably. 

"We can't allow people to take the law into their own hands. We will pursue this matter to 

the end and ensure the people behind the killings are arrested," he said. Korane said the 

MP's utterances sparked the violence. "As leaders, we need to be careful with what we say 

in public. We should champion peace and not sow seeds of discord. There is no benefit in 

people fighting and killing each other, he said. 

Abdinoor said politicians should let the state address border feud. She urged the 

government to address the row swiftly.The leaders asked the National Cohesion and 

Integration Commission to investigate the MP.  A peace meeting involving the warring 

communities has been called on August 8. 

The border dispute has claimed hundreds of lives, and a lot of property has been destroyed 

on both sides. In March, the Senate Security Committee said it would push for the approval 

of the County Boundaries Bill to help end disputes across the country. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807100260.html 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/somalia-attends-summit-in-

switzerland 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-civil-aviation-director-sacked-

amid-controversy 
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EU Support for Somalia 

Brussels, 10 July 2018 

Political relations - The EU, together with Somali authorities and international key partners, 

is engaged in Somalia through an integrated approach based on active diplomacy, support 

for political change, improving security, development assistance and humanitarian aid. 

For the period 2015-2020, the cooperation of the EU and the Member States amounts to 

more than €3.5 billion, and includes development aid, humanitarian aid and peacekeeping 

operations. 

In line with the New Deal principles for fragile states and the Somali Compact (2013-2016) 

endorsed at the 2013 EU-Somalia summit in Brussels and guiding the relationship between 

Somalia and the international community, Somalia undertook several reform efforts. 

With the end of the Somali Compact and with the newly elected President Farmajo and a 

new Somali government in place, the London Somalia Conference in May 2017, set the new 

framework for relations between Somalia and the international community. The meeting 

agreed on the Security Pact – based on the Somali agreed National Security Architecture and 

setting out the vision of Somali-led security institutions and forces and international support, 

and endorsed the New Partnership for Somalia, in support of the National Development Plan 

- the first in 30 years. 

Peace and security - The EU plays a significant role in supporting Somalia's efforts to become 

a peaceful, stable and democratic country and to take progressive ownership over its own 

national security. 

Through the three EU security and defence missions, the EU is contributing to capacity 

building within the Somali Security Sector: 
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EUTM - SOMALIA 8

https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/eu_in_somalia_delegation_booklet_jan_2015.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/eu_in_somalia_delegation_booklet_jan_2015.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/20130916_the_somali_compact.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/20130916_the_somali_compact.pdf


 

 

The Military Training Mission (EUTM), which directly supports the build-up of the Somali 

National Army through training, advising and mentoring activities 

EU Operation ATALANTA has made a significant contribution to deterring/repressing acts of 

piracy through continuous at sea presence and contributing to prevent other international 

crimes through information exchange with partners. It lead to a reduction in piracy: in 2011, 

174 merchant vessels were attacked and 25 ships pirated with 736 seafarers held hostage. 

In 2013, 7 ships were attacked, none pirated. In 2014 two ships were attacked. There were 

no attacks in 2015 and one in 2016. In March 2017 a ship was pirated and held for 4 days. 

EUCAP Somalia, which aims to improve Somalia's maritime security capacities. 

The EU is committed to remaining an important partner of the African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM) and supports its current reconfiguration to align with the Somali 

Transition Plan. The EU is one of AMISOM's main financial contributors, having committed 

more than €1.73 billion for AMISOM over the period March 2007 to December 2018. 

Over the past ten years, AMISOM enabled Somalia's considerable peacebuilding and state-

building progress and it will continue to play an important role throughout the transition 

process which should lead to the gradual hand-over of security responsibilities to the Somali 

security institutions, as laid down in the Transition Plan. 

Development cooperation - The EU is one of Somalia's key development partners, providing 

comprehensive support to the country in different areas such as stabilisation, state building, 

security, basic services and job creation. The EU supports the country in achieving its 

development goals with €286 million for the period 2014-2020. It reflects the priorities 

identified by the Somali Compact:  state-building and peace-building (€100 million); food 

security and building resilience (€86 million); education (€60 million); measure in favour of 

civil society (€14 million); and support measures (€26 million). 

This funding is complemented by other allocations from the EU budget such as the EU Trust 

Fund for Africa, covering specific issues such as: democracy and human rights, boosting local 

government, training, food security, and energy and water supplies. 
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To help Somalia expand its trade the EU's National Indicative Programme is being deployed 

to improve productivity in the agricultural, livestock and fisheries sector. Programme 

interventions also seek to support growth by nurturing Somalia's private sector and business 

environment. 

Humanitarian aid - The EU has supported humanitarian aid operations in Somalia since 1994. 

The assistance is essential as the country has been struggling with internal conflict and 

natural disasters for decades. 

In 2017, the EU, together with other donors, provided flexible and early funding enabling to 

successfully avert the famine looming in Somalia. The EU indeed mobilised considerable 

funding for the drought response, totalling €119 million for that year. These funds allowed 

partners to provide life-saving aid to persons in the regions hardest hit by the water and 

food shortages, as well as disease outbreaks. The EU prioritised the delivery of cash 

assistance to respond to most vulnerable people's basic needs, proving to be an effective 

and dignified way of giving assistance. Together, the European Union and its Member States 

currently provide approximately 60% of all humanitarian aid in Somalia. 

Economic relations - The EU is committed to helping Somalia develop a strong, sustainable 

economy which can support the country's state and peace-building processes. Relations in 

this area are guided by the Somali Compact, New Deal process and the National Indicative 

Programme. Objectives, priorities and actions are also closely linked to the Somali 

government's Economic Recovery Plan. 

EU engagement therefore aims to revitalise and expand the Somali economy with a focus 

on improving livelihoods, generating employment, and encouraging inclusive growth. 

Special attention will be paid to improving economic opportunities for women and young 

people, ensuring they have greater access to profitable, income-generating activities. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-1243_en.htm 
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UAE Ambassador meets UN Special Envoy to Somalia 

MOGADISHU, 10th July, 2018 (WAM) --

Mohammed Ahmed Othman Al Hammadi, 

UAE Ambassador to Somalia, has met with 

Special Representative of UN Secretary-

General to Somalia, Michael Keating. 

During the meeting, Al Hammadi and Keating discussed cooperation ties between the UAE 

and the UN Assistance Mission in Somalia, UNSOM, as well as mechanisms to work together 

to support security, stability and development in the country. 

The UN Special Envoy praised the UAE's efforts in Somalia across various humanitarian aid 

and development. 

Al Hammadi expressed his thanks and appreciation the UN envoy for his to visit to the UAE 

Embassy, and his keenness to strengthen ties to support peace and stability efforts in 

Somalia. 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302698354 
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Somali students volunteer to educate the dispossessed 

10 July 2018 

Taking time out from their studies, a group of 

young student volunteers in Somalia's capital are 

providing free education to children uprooted 

from their homes by war and famine. 

Seven years after hunger and disease killed a 

quarter of a million people, and in the midst of an 

ongoing Islamist insurgency in Somalia, so-called IDP camps dot Mogadishu. 

These squalid villages of makeshift huts for the homeless, called "internally displaced 

people" by aid workers, crowd the spaces between buildings and neighbourhoods in 

Mogadishu. 

They are among the most destitute: landless, penniless and with little hope for their 

children's future. 

But an initiative by some of the city's more fortunate young folk is offering basic literacy and 

numeracy skills to the displaced youngsters. 

Most of the volunteers are students at local universities, such as Abdirashid Abdulahi, one 

of the group's founders. 

"After having seen, and studying, the existence of lack of government-controlled education 

centres for the destitute communities, we have decided, as academics, to assist our needy 

people at the displacement settlements in Mogadishu," said the 20-year-old medical 

student. 

"We have nothing else to give to these people, except our time to educate them," he said. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 11/07/2018
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Abdulahi said the group's 30 volunteers are teaching 600 pupils aged six to 15 in four centres 

at informal settlements around the city. 

"Nothing is easy here -- some of our classes are held under trees or simple shelters -- but we 

are happy because our morale, and that of the students, is high," he said. 

"All that matters is the positive objective we seek to achieve together." 

Education, like many other state-provided services, has been disrupted by decades of civil 

war. While private schools and colleges thrive in Mogadishu, they are only an option for the 

well-off few. 

- Religious school or no school - 

For the poorest, the only education is often provided by Koranic schools or madrasas where 

learning is limited to religious studies. 

"I run a small centre where I teach the Koran and other Islamic lessons," said Moalim Ali 

Derow, whose madrasa is next to a displacement camp. 

He often waives the small fee for children of poor families from the camps.  

A university student Abdirashid Abdullahi checks notebooks 

"The parents cannot afford to pay and most of the madrasas in the district teach students 

from the camps who cannot pay fees. We teach them for the sake of Allah," he said. 

The young instructors, some of them yet to graduate, are teaching reading, writing and 

maths, but in giving of their time freely they also demonstrate the importance of helping 

others, and of hope. 

"We were lucky because our parents are able to pay our education but what about these 

children? Don't they also have the right to education?" said Yahya Mohamed, a 25-year-old 

high school graduate about to begin a degree in public administration. 

"Even if their families are displaced and have no resources, I think this is a responsibility for 

any educated person." 
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Six-year-old Hasno Daud, dressed in rags, sits in the dirt beneath a tree clutching a pen and 

a book. 

Despite her circumstances, her ambition is clear: "I need to study to become a nurse in the 

future, so that I can cure patients at the hospital," she said. 

Parents and community elders said the student teachers were doing a great job. 

"We have really benefited from the opportunity they have given to us, to teach our children 

when we are unable to pay school fees," said Mako Sheik Isack, 42, a mother of six living in 

Badbado camp in the south of the city. 

Abdullahi Mohamed, an elder at Badbado in his 50s, says the students are picking up the 

slack left by the government. 

"What these young volunteers are doing is really commendable. It is the responsibility of the 

government to help camps in proving basic education to children, but we don't see that role 

being played well," he said. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5938347/Somali-students-volunteer-

educate-dispossessed.html 
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AU, UN to boost capacity of Somali police to tackle human rights violations 

MOGADISHU, July 10 (Xinhua) -- The African 

Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and the 

United Nations vowed on Tuesday to help 

develop capacity of the Somali security forces 

to eliminate all forms of human rights 

violations. 

Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (SRCC) for 

Somalia Francisco Madeira reiterated the urgent need to boost the capacity of the security 

forces, both at the federal and regional states level, to curb the vice. 

"AMISOM is happy to support the Somali national security forces, the regional states and 

the Federal Government of Somalia to ensure the elimination of all forms of violence against 

women and children including conflict-related sexual violence," Madeira said in a statement 

issued in Mogadishu. 

The AU envoy was speaking at a joint AMISOM-UN trainer of trainers (TOT) meeting on the 

prevention of conflict-related sexual violence for the Somali national security forces (SNSF), 

attended by participants from both federal and state governments. 

Both the AU and the UN pledged to continue mobilizing resources and providing specialized 

training to the Somali security forces during the transition period to prepare the officers for 

the handover of security responsibility. 

Madeira described sexual violence as a crime against humanity and violation of women and 

children's rights, noting that the mission has taken measures to end sexual and gender-

based violence by working to prevent its occurrence, facilitating response to incidents and 

advocating for the availability of resources to meet the needs of survivors. 
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He said the deployment of women protection and child protection officers to AMISOM is a 

significant step to ensuring that the security forces and the government of Somalia are 

supported accordingly. 

Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General (DSRSG) Peter de Clercq 

described conflict-related sexual violence as a critical protection concern in Somalia, which 

needs to be tackled decisively. 

"As part of the transition plan, Somali security forces need to be ready and able to address 

all security issues including human security, hence, understanding how to address conflict-

related sexual violence is vitally important," de Clercq said. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-07/10/c_137315110.htm 
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Supporting Resilience Building Is Key To Reducing Humanitarian Needs In 

Somalia 

10 July 2018 - There is a proverb attributed to the ancient Greeks that says, ‘A society grows 

great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they shall never sit.’ Few such 

trees have been planted in Somalia in the past three decades leading to a population rated 

one of the most vulnerable in the world to severe climatic shocks and conflict. Somalia is at 

a critical juncture, where it has made true progress on the political and governance fronts, 

but where these significant, yet fragile, gains have yet to translate into sustainable 

development – mainly due to a lack of strong governmental institutions since in 1991. Proof 

of the improved conditions came in 2017, when the collaborative efforts of aid agencies and 

authorities, aided by timely and historic levels of support from donors, staved off the threat 

of famine. But the damage caused by recent flooding has attenuated communities’ ability to 

recover from prolonged drought. In addition, protracted conflict that defines the protection 

crisis at the heart of the Somali experience continues to cause mass displacement and 

disrupt livelihoods across the country. Malnutrition and disease continue to stalk the 

population. Some 5.4 million people need assistance in 2018. Meanwhile, the cost of 

delivering aid continues to spike. In 2017, $1.3 billion was provided to avert famine in 

Somalia. Another $1.5 billion is needed in 2018 for aid. Between 2010 and 2017, $7 billion 

was provided for aid – an average of $875 million per year. The vast majority of this funding 

saved lives but has not strengthened the resilience of disaster-prone communities, despite 

the idea having been a standing agenda item since 2012. The initial interventions in 2012 

were aimed at the family level, but the gains in governance and security already mentioned 

now open the door for more systemic resilience efforts. Unfortunately, growing donor 

interest in resilience has yet to be matched with the resources required to implement it. The 

Overseas Development Institute (ODI) estimates that, for every $100 spent on response in 

Somalia, only $0.08 go towards disaster risk reduction. Put simply, aid is funded to avert 

humanitarian catastrophes, but not to extricate people from the margins of vulnerability. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-10-2018-daily-monitoring-report/  
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Somalia: Southwest State President Unhappy AU Troops' Anti-Militant 

Operations 

10 July 2018 - The president of Somalia's southern Federal member state, Southwest Sharif 

Hassan Sheikh Aden has expressed hopeless over the AU troops' war on Al-Shabaab. 

Paresident Aden, speaking to the local media said Ethiopian troops serving under African 

Union Mission in Somalia [AMISOM] are dragging their feet to drive out Al-Shabaab from the 

entire Bay and Bakol regions under his administration. 

Continuing, the regional leader added that Ethiopians have failed to remove Al-Shabaab's 

blockade on the main districts in the two regions which led to inflation. 

Finally, Southwest state president has urged the African Union troops to double their efforts 

to defeat Al-Shabaab and reopen roads that link the towns. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807100429.html 
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AU, EU Welcomes Ethiopia-Eritrea peace deal  

July 10, 2018 - The African Union (AU) says the normalization of relations between Ethiopia 

and Eritrea is a boost for peace and security in the Horn of Africa region and on the continent 

as a whole. The AU’s view is also shared by the European Union (EU). Both blocs issued 

statements on Monday congratulating leaders of Ethiopia and Eritrea – Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed and President Isaias Afwerki respectively, for resolving to establish friendly relations 

after two decades of armed hostilities. According to an AU statement attributed to the 

Chairperson of the body, “the ongoing normalization process between Eritrea and Ethiopia 

is a milestone in Africa’s efforts to silence the guns by 2020.” Breaking a twenty-year-old 

deadlock in bilateral relations, it raises unprecedented prospects for reconciliation and 

paves the way for enhanced regional cooperation and stability in the Horn of Africa,” the EU 

statement issued by foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini read in part. Prime Minister 

Abiy returned to Addis Ababa on Monday (July 9) after a two-day official visit to Asmara, 

where he was warmly received by the government and people of Eritrea. At the end of the 

visit, the two leaders signed a five-point agreement ending the twenty-year war and 

restoring relations between them. The summaries read as follows: 

State of war has come to an end; 

The 2 nations will forge close political, economic, social, cultural & security cooperation 

Trade, economic & diplomatic ties will resume 

The boundary decision will be implemented 

Both nations will work on regional peace 

The “State of war that existed between the two countries has come to an end,” Eritrea’s 

information minister, Yemane Gebremeskel, wrote on Twitter. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/au-eu-welcomes-ethiopia-eritrea-peace-deal/ 
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