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Deadly strike in Somalia kills 8 Al Shabab fighters 

11th July 2018  

MOGADISHU, Somalia – Unidentified fighter 

jets reportedly carried out strikes against 

targets held by Al Qaeda linked Al Shabaab, 

killing at least 8 fighters. 

The jets hit earlier on Wednesday in Jawaari 

area, Middle Juba region, leaving 8 militants 

belonging to Al Shabaab, a journalist, Harun Macruf tweeted on Twitter. 

Harun quoting sources said the strike killed 8 members of Al Shabaab. 

The group says through its website that none of its fighters had been killed or injured in the 

strikes. 

Meanwhile, The U.S. Africa Command has also denied its drone jets conducted any strikes 

in Somalia since early June. 

It remains unknown the country carried out the airstrikes. 

The U.S. has carried out a growing number of drone strikes in the Horn of Africa nation in 

coordination with Somalia’s government. 

Most of the strikes were against al-Shabab, but a small number have targeted Islamic State 

group-affiliated fighters in the Puntland region in the north of Somalia. 

The U.S. carried out more than 30 drone strikes last year in Somalia after President Donald 

Trump approved expanded military efforts against al-Shabab. 

https://mareeg.com/deadly-strike-in-somalia-kills-8-al-shabab-fighters/  
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Somalia: Govt Troops Cordon Off Mogadishu Streets 

Somalia's Federal government forces were reported to have cordoned off several main 

streets in Mogadishu days after deadly attack on the headquarters of the interior Ministry 

in the capital. 

The troops from Mogadishu Stabilization force were spotted on the roads on Wednesday 

morning ahead of the arrival of the country's President, Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo who 

is returning from Turkey. 

The president was among the world leaders attended the Inauguration of Turkish president 

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan which took place on Monday at Turkey's parliament house in Ankara. 

Due to the insecurity, the government forces often close the streets for the arrival or 

departure of the top Somali leaders as well as the visit of notable officials and high-level 

meetings in Mogadishu. 

Despite being pushed out of the capital, Al-Shabaab, the Al-Qaeda-linked militant group still 

capable of carrying out deadly attacks and assassinations in the conflict-riddled city. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807110498.html 
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Somalia: African Union and United Nations Reiterate Their Commitment to 

Help Somalia 

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and the United Nations have reiterated 

their commitment to help develop capacity of the Somali national security forces to address 

all forms of human rights violations. The two organizations promised to continue mobilizing 

resources and providing specialized training to the Somali national security forces, during 

the transition period, to prepare the officers for the handover of security responsibility as 

per the UN Security Council resolution (2372) adopted last year. 

The commitment was made, on Monday, at a joint AMISOM-UN trainer of trainers (TOT) 

workshop on the prevention of conflict-related sexual violence for the Somali national 

security forces (SNSF), which is being attended by participants from both federal and state 

governments. 

Speaking during the opening ceremony of the four-day workshop, the Special 

Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (SRCC) for Somalia, 

Ambassador Francisco Madeira, described sexual violence as a weapon of war, reiterating 

the urgent need to build the capacity of the security forces, both at the federal and regional 

states level, to tackle the vice. "AMISOM is happy to support the Somali national security 

forces, the regional states and the Federal Government of Somalia to ensure the elimination 

of all forms of violence against women and children including conflict-related sexual 

violence," Ambassador Madeira noted. 

AMISOM, the SRCC added, has taken concrete steps to end sexual and gender-based 

violence in Somalia by working to prevent its occurrence, facilitating response to incidents 

and advocating for the availability of resources to meet the needs of survivors. 

"The deployment of Women Protection and Child Protection officers to AMISOM is a 

significant step to ensuring that the security forces and the government of Somalia are 

supported accordingly," Ambassador Madeira said. 
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Describing sexual violence as a crime against humanity and violation of women and 

children's rights, the SRCC noted that Somalia has not been spared the brunt of conflict-

related sexual violence, adding that the training must focus on the nature of the vice and 

how to respond to it. His remarks were echoed by the Deputy Special Representative of the 

UN Secretary-General (DSRSG), Peter de Clercq, who described conflict-related sexual 

violence as a critical protection concern in Somalia, which needs to be tackled decisively. 

"As part of the transition plan, Somali security forces need to be ready and able to address 

all security issues including human security, hence, understanding how to address conflict-

related sexual violence is vitally important," Mr. de Clercq noted. 

The DSRSG said the workshop reaffirmed the commitment of the Federal Government of 

Somalia to curb sexual violence and also contribute to the development of acceptable and 

accountable security institutions. 

"This is particularly important in the context of the transition of security responsibilities 

between AMISOM and Somali security institutions," he observed. 

The DSRSG noted that the training is part of the measures to guard against violations, in line 

with the UN Human Rights Due Diligence Policy. 

The training is aimed at enhancing the skills and knowledge of participants on human rights 

crimes to enable them roll-out the same trainings to their colleagues in their respective 

regions. 

During the training, the participants will be taken through a number of topics, among others, 

an introduction to human rights, definitions and characteristics of human rights; the national 

legal framework for protection of human rights; human rights in Islam; the changing nature 

of armed conflicts and grave violations; children and armed conflicts and the child protection 

legal framework. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807110496.html 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-farmajo-returns-home-after-

week-long-trip 
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President Farmajo Has a Chance to Act Like Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali 

11th Jul, 2018 - There is a similarity between Ethiopia and Somalia. Let us look at the 

historical facts that happened in the past for the two nations. Ethiopia was a combination of 

two countries which were Ethiopia and Eritrea. The combinations were created 1952 but 

ended in 1991. Ethiopia was never colonized, even though Italian fascist invaded and ruled 

seven years in Second World War. Ethiopia has many diversity community and ethnic 

background. Ethiopia has different culture, language, religion and creeds. 

As I mentioned earlier, Ethiopia and Eritrea were separated, and Eritrea became an Italian 

colony whereas Ethiopia enjoyed the partition of Africa. After the defeat of the Italian 

colonial army, in 1942, Eritrea came under the administrated by the British Military 

Administration until 1952. Unfortunately, the United Nation General Assembly forced 

Eritrea to become a federal state with Ethiopia against the wish of the Eritrean people. In 

addition, in 1962, the king of Ethiopia dissolved the Eritrea parliament. After 30 years of 

struggle, Eritrea gained its independence in 1991 after defeated the communistic regime of 

the Ethiopia. Since 1890 the Eritrea was colonized by the Italian government and was ruled 

until the Second World War. After Italy was defeated in the Second World War, the British 

took over and ruled Eritrea since 1952. Same as Ethiopia, Eritrea has many diverse society 

and ethnic groups. The boundaries of the present-day was created by colonizers that called 

the partition of Africa or scramble for Africa. In Africa as well other continents, the ethnic 

division of the neighboring countries has always been the issue. Boundaries of the Africa 

countries have been the biggest peace obstacle between Africa nations. For almost 20 years, 

Ethiopia and Eritrea had a border clash that killed more than 300,000 solders with very short 

period. The Prime Minister of the Ethiopia has made a landmark and new vision. Not only 

has he reached a historical milestone, but it is brilliant and unbelievable movement that 

achieved one of the African leaders. He simply accepts the reality and convince his people 

by creating a peace and tranquility between Ethiopia and Eritrea. To end hostile 

environment between two country, Ethiopia and Eritrea is wonderful idea. Prime Minister 
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Ahmed Abiy is a good example on the leadership behavior in Africa and particularly in horn 

of Africa. He initiated the peace, development, democracy and open minded. He started a 

new chapter and new opportunities that never existed in the horn of Africa. Peace is the key 

of the human life. The population of the Horn Africa have been starved for peace. Without 

peace there is no possible to accomplish of education, business, heath and development 

that is the reality. The Horn of Africa leaders have to wake up and understand the reality. 

There is no point that the President of Djibouti has been President for life. Eritrea president 

to decide whether he wants to allow a multiparty system or to resign. South Sudan leaders 

have no option, but they must accept the peace or to quit politics and let them South Sudan 

people to decide their destiny. The President of Sudan must have accepted to vacant the 

seat of the presidential, because he has been the president of the country more than 24 

years. Since the President Daniel Arap Moi resigned, Kenya has been practiced full-fledged 

democracy. The whole of the Horn of Africa leader must have accepted to vacant the office, 

or they must have follow up their new role model leader, the Prime Minister of Ethiopia 

Ahmed Abiy. 

Somalia Issue - Always there is an opportunity, the President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo 

has a gold chance to solve the Somalia problem and act like new prime minister of Ethiopia, 

Ahmed Abiy. The major problem of the Somalia is the issue of Somaliland. If that problem 

solved, Somalia will be free from chaotic and devastating that have been facing more than 

27 years. The issue of terrorist is easy to tackle, the issue of the regional states is easily 

manageable, and tribal threats will be minimized. 

Historical facts - After Somaliland declared withdrawal from the union with Somalia, African 

countries have accused Somaliland of deliberately breaking the African union declaration 

about inherited borders from the colonies. Most of the people do not know the history of 

the unification of the Somali nation, Somalia was an Italian colony and gained its 

independence from Italy on July 1, 1960. Somaliland gained its independence on June 26, 

1960 from Great Britain that had protected it for more than 70 years. After gaining 

independence, Somaliland unified with Italian Somalia. Though Somaliland and Somalia 

were united under one government, they operated as two separate countries, with different 

legal, administrative, and educational systems. However, this apparent unification 

concealed deep institutional and historical divisions, as the process of unification was itself 
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quickly and chaotically performed. Signs of Southern political and economic dominance in 

the newly formed state emerged early on, as the Act of Union mandated a unitary, 

centralized government, not the federal system preferred by Somaliland leaders. 

Centralization continued under the autocratic regime of Mohamed Siad Barre, Somalia’s 

leader from 1969 to 1991. Somalia’s problems are basic with western political style; Somali 

society has not shared the same values, historical based politics, norms, customs and 

political culture and vice versa. Somaliland’s political culture is basic with Westminster 

political style that carries out historically based, widely shared-beliefs, feelings, values that 

outline and serve as a link between citizens and governments. In contrast, Somalia’s political 

culture is basic with the Italian political system. Scholars have proven that the Somali people 

cannot share the same interest as well as ever make up a single political unity party due to 

their historical differences. Before the colonial era, the ruler of Somalia was the sultan of 

Zanzibar. As the historians mentioned, 1892 The Sultan of Zanzibar had given up the ports 

of Barva, Merca, Mogadishu, and Warsheikh directly to Italy for a term of 25 years for an 

annual rent of 160,000 rupees. The Italians were free to profit from the coast, but it still 

remained the property of the Sultan of Zanzibar. In contrast, 1866 Khedive Ismail Pasha, the 

ruler of Egypt, claimed that Somaliland was part of the Red Sea coastal area that the Turkish 

Ottoman Empire transferred to his jurisdiction. To find out a permanent peace in Somalia, it 

is an inevitable to acknowledge the current president Somalia Mr. Mohamed Abdullahi 

Farmajo to recognize Somaliland sovereignty. At the same time, come to common ground. 

The success and failed for both countries (Somalia and Somaliland). As Somalis, the 

reconciliation must come from within their border and not imposed by a foreign entity. Each 

society in the world has its own unique way of solving their own conflicts through their 

values, culture, customs and their laws. 

Recommendation - A reciprocated relationship between the two nations needs to be 

reached. The two nations (Somalia and Somaliland) should live peacefully and exchange 

ideas on improving each other’s political and economic institutions for the sake of the Somali 

people in the region. The current politicians of the two countries should work to set up an 

atmosphere that can help lay the groundwork for future generations to work together and 

strengthen stability in the horn of Africa. 
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• Respect each other’s differences and ensure the existence of the borders that each country 

inherited from its colonizer (namely Italy and Britain).• The promotion of peace, stability and 

well-being of their two nations • The two nations should provide security and justice with 

freedom • The two countries should work together to create a social market economy that 

leads to social progress and creates jobs for the youths. 

Respect the existence of the borders that each country inherited from the colony Respect 

the borders and admit the two nations their voluntary unifications in 1960 with dignity. 

Accepting in living with differences, agree the aim of unification of two nations, which was 

behind the creation of the great Somalia, that combine five Somali ethnic backgrounds that 

lived in the horn of Africa; the Somali Regional Government Ethiopia, Djibouti and Northern 

Frontier District of Kenya. Now the time has come to face reality, Djibouti has rejected the 

united greater Somali ideal after it took its independence from France in 1977, the Somali 

Regional Government of Ethiopia were choosing to be apart of Ethiopia in 1991 after the 

ousted Ethiopian president dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam, and Northern Frontier District 

Kenya had chosen to be apart of Kenya. Somalia must accept the reality that reuniting the 

greater Somali regions under one flag is a mirage and instead should respect the borders 

created by the colonizers. The leaders in the African union made the decision to keep the 

borders drawn by former colonizers to avoid troublesome conflict amongst themselves. 

Somaliland’s withdrawal from the unity with Somalia is based on the claim that it has taken 

back its own sovereignty drawn up decades ago by the colonizers. 

The promotion of peace, stability and well-being - The warlords who contributed to armed 

clashes and instability in Somalia over the past decade ended by the overtaking of the Islamic 

courts. The Islamic court captured the capital of the country, and the warlords and their 

militia were ousted from the capital. The forces of the Islamic courts flexed their muscles 

and expanded to many areas after they defeated the warlords in Mogadishu. The Islamic 

court captured most of the region in Somalia including the South-West region, central Shabel 

region and central regions. Since the dictator Siad Barre fled the country, it was a first time 

that stability and peace prevailed in the capital of the Somalia. The Islamic courts succeeded 

in eliminating Somalia’s notorious warlords. Since 1991 until now, Somalia has not seen any 

peace. Even though 30,000 of the African Union Mission (AMISOM) currently supports the 

weak government and the major cities are under the control of AMISOM and Somali Army. 
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The terrorist group Al Shabab governs most of the country particularly the rural areas. To 

establish peace and stability in Somalia, it needs help from Somaliland. Somaliland 

successfully eliminated the radical Islamists in its territory by using a traditional peace 

process. Somaliland used their culture and old-style customary laws. It solved the problem 

and accomplished it without any outside assistance. In the last 26 years, Somalia’s 

government failed to restore peace in its country. They could not even establish the real 

peace in the capital, Mogadishu. Every week there are couple of explosions making death 

and despair common in Somalia. The current government in Somalia can easily recognize 

Somaliland as a sort of de facto country as other neighbour countries already have done so. 

Therefore, if Somalia recognizes Somaliland it can potentially become partner in helping 

Somalia to achieve peace. Both of them can work together bilaterally to eliminate the 

terrorist groups and other militia groups operating within the Somali peninsula. Somaliland 

has tremendous experiences in how to adequately fight the terrorism, as it has completely 

eradicated Islamic extremism activities inside its borders. Almost 60 per cent of the Somali 

population are nomadic, they regularly travel with their livestock and move from one place 

to another for the purpose of herding their livestock. The nomadic lifestyle is dependent on 

shifting and transporting livestock based on fluctuations in the weather. The nomadic 

Somalis of both Somalia and Somaliland have no care for the concept of borders, as they 

move their animals across borders for food and greener pasteur’s to feed them. Even though 

nomads are largely self-sufficient, the governments are not able to control their movements. 

Neither Somalia nor Somaliland could survive without the nomads, because 60 to 65 per 

cent of their GDP is dependent of the nomadic livestock. Those governments depend on the 

money and sales generated by these nomads, which significantly affects the economy of the 

wider nation. 

Instead of hiring the militants to police the movement of the nomadic herders, the 

governments should provide security and allow them to move freely across the borders of 

each nation. This free movements of people should not be limited to the nomadic herders, 

but also extended to citizens of both countries. The citizens of both nations should also have 

allowed to conduct business freely across each other borders, akin to a free trade zone. Since 

such free movements of individuals across both borders will require security, it should be 

the responsibility of each nation to ensure adequate policing and safety concerns are 

addressed within their borders. Give a right to everyone in all Somalis members states such 
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as Djibouti, Somalia, Somali regional government Ethiopia and Somaliland to live, work and 

make business in any other country. Allow them to apply for permanent residency across 

these Somali nations as well. The exact details and regulations can be negotiated by each 

country respectively before reaching an agreement. The governments can deport the 

criminals or people deemed a danger to national security, in addition, each respective 

country can impose limited restrictions in regard to migrants. 

Unemployment and the social market economy - The two countries are working together to 

endorse social market economy aimed at social progress and creating full employment for 

the youths. The citizens of the two nations need prosperity, social development, economic 

well-being, and human development. The two nations need to put their differences aside, 

and come together in peace and harmony. To achieve tangible developments in the 

economy, the two nations and their leaders will have to create an environment that can 

benefit both their populations like a free trade zone. The leaders would need to set up an 

intergovernmental organization that can promote the economic integration of its two-

member countries and at the same time benefit through trade other countries in the horn 

Africa. The two countries have enough resources such as agriculture, fishery, livestock, and 

natural resources. To fully capitalize on the aforementioned resources will require open-

minded progressive leaders that have the guts, vision and capability see the vision through. 

Unemployment rate is markedly high in Somalia, while Somaliland has lower unemployment 

rate, although both nations have huge unemployment rates among youths. Hundreds of 

thousands of youths every year immigrate to overseas. To tackle this problem and other 

problems too, policies will need to be initiated to ensure the free movement of youth, goods, 

services and investments. Job creation is the only strategy that can not only reduce the 

unemployment rate, but also help to minimize youth migration to the western world. 

https://qarannews.com/president-farmajo-has-a-chance-to-act-like-prime-minister-abiy-

ahmed-ali/ 
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Somali families fleeing conflict between Al-Shabab and residents in 

Galmudug sleeping under trees and in school  

July 11, 2018 

Single mother Hawo Osman Abdi and her nine children 

have been sleeping outside under a tree for several 

days and night since running away from their home in 

Aad, in central Somalia’s Galmudug state, after conflict 

erupted between local people and Al-Shabab fighters. 

Hawo told Radio Ergo’s local reporter that they fled for 

fear of their lives, without picking up any of their belongings from their house, as the fighting 

erupted. 

The left on Sunday 1 July at around two o’clock in the morning as the noise and commotion 

of conflict spread around them. They reached the town of Amara to the north in the 

afternoon of Tuesday 3 July. “We trekked for three days and two nights, there was no one 

who even managed to carry shoes. We have all got cuts and blisters on our feet. We 

abandoned everything we had, we didn’t eat, we are barely alive,” said Hawo, still highly 

stressed from the recent events. Hawo, her children, and her elderly father walked together. 

They only got water along the way. She said they stopped occasionally to eat some plant 

leaves so they did not starve. 

They ended up in Amara with only the clothes they are wearing. The children have to sleep 

on the bare ground. Hawo’s family is one of 480 families displaced from Aad, El-Abdi, 

Gabhale, Wable, and Dhex-kaxiran, which all come under Harar-dhere administration in 

Mudug region. 

They scattered and fled to Amara, Hobyo, El-hur, and Ba’adweyne. Nur Salah Hussien has 

been appointed by the Amara administration to organize relief aid for the people displaced 
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by the armed conflict. Nur told Radio Ergo they have been collecting money and food from 

residents in the town to give to the displaced families, who are mainly pastoralists and 

business people. 

Hawo said she was given six kg of flour and rice from the Amara administration. Some 

families have been moved to a school in Amara, which is closed for the holidays until 5 

August. Nesteho Elimi and her eight children are camping at the school, after walking from 

Wable, 26 km from Amara, and spending a day and night on the road. 

Nesteho said they have been eating just one meal provided by relatives. She turned to her 

relatives after the little food they had been given by the administration ran out. 

Other families fleeing the conflict have moved to the rural areas or are lodging with relatives. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159032/somali_families_fleeing_conflict_bet

ween_al_shabab_and_residents_in_galmudug_sleeping_under_trees_and_in_school.aspx 
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EU steps up humanitarian aid in Somalia with €89.5 million 

Brussels, 11 July 2018 - The European Union has released €89.5 million in humanitarian 

assistance to Somalia and Djibouti, as millions are grappling with the consequences of 

prolonged extreme weather conditions. 

The funding comes ahead of the Somalia Partnership Forum co-hosted by the European 

Union taking place next week over 16-17 July. 

"The devastating effects of two years of drought and the recent intense flooding are taking 

their toll on the livelihood of millions of people in Somalia," said Commissioner for 

Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides. "Our aid will target the most 

vulnerable and provide life-saving support to those affected by climatic shocks and internal 

conflict." 

Out of the aid package, €89 million in emergency assistance will be channelled in Somalia to 

reach communities displaced by severe drought, focussing on the prevention and treatment 

of malnutrition, water supply and livestock protection, as well as health measures against 

epidemics. 

A further €500,000 is going to Djibouti to support refugees in the country (mostly fleeing the 

conflict in Yemen, but also from Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea) by providing water, sanitation 

and protection to the communities living in the Ali Addeh, Hol Hol and Markazi refugee 

camps. 

With €119 million allocated to Somalia in 2017 alone, the EU has drastically scaled up its 

humanitarian assistance to the country, helping to avert a catastrophe similar to the 2011 

famine which resulted in 260,000 deaths. 
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Background 

About half of Somalia's 12 million inhabitants are food insecure and in need of humanitarian 

assistance, while an estimated 1.2 million children are expected to be acutely malnourished 

during the course of 2018. The country has 2.6 million internally displaced people, and the 

situation worsened following the April 2018 floods, which affected 427,000 people and left 

175,000 displaced. In addition to climate shocks, conflict remains at the centre of the 

humanitarian crisis in Somalia with insecurity and violence taking a heavy toll on civilians for 

decades, affecting livelihoods and hampering economic progress and development. 

In Djibouti, the European Union provides humanitarian aid to the refugee population as well 

as the host communities. Since 2012, over €10 million in emergency assistance has been 

allocated to the country. Humanitarian funding from the European Union provides refugees 

with access to clean water and sanitation as well as, protection. 

Emergency assistance links up with longer-term development strategies to mitigate the 

impact of climate shocks and promote resilience among the affected communities. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4387_en.htm 
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QC implements health projects in Somalia 

July 11 2018 11:50 PM 

Qatar Charity (QC) has implemented a number 

of health projects in Somalia during the first half 

of 2018.  The implementation has come as part 

of its development intervention in the field of 

health, which is based on the integration of the 

curative and preventive aspects, QC has said in 

a statement. QC’s health interventions focus on countries that lack sufficient primary health 

care services and suffer from the spread of infectious and endemic diseases and high 

mortality rates, especially child and maternal mortality. “QC’s interventions aim to 

contribute to improving health services in such countries,” the statement notes. 

Qatar Charity implements various health and medical projects in Somalia, such as building 

health clinics, organising medical caravans for disaster relief and providing first aid, giving 

priority to the neediest areas and people. The organisation implements these health projects 

in co-ordination with the Somali Ministry of Health and Mogadishu University. 

During the current year, QC has implemented the Shifa clinic project in Yakhshid district of 

Mogadishu, which was opened in May and is run by medical college students of Mogadishu 

University to provide basic services to the poor and displaced in the region.  

The 600sq m clinic consists of 11 rooms, a waiting area, an outpatient clinic, a maternity 

room, patient rooms, a pharmacy, a doctor’s room and a laboratory. It provides health 

services, medical consultations and free medicines to patients. The clinic operates at its 

maximum capacity and receives daily more than 80 cases, as it is located at the northern end 

of Yakhchid district, where more than 150,000 people live. Also, QC has built a dispensary in 

the Wadjer neighbourhood of capital Mogadishu, which was opened at the end of last 

month. The 300sq m dispensary consisting of six rooms and a waiting area provides primary 

health services and maternity services as well as nutrition services for children under the age 
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of five. According to a statement of the CESVI office in Somalia, every day, as many as 120 

people will benefit from the services of the dispensary as it is located in an impoverished 

neighbourhood, where around 93,000 people live, most of whom cannot afford the cost of 

private hospitals. Qatar Charity is also working on the construction of many health centres 

and clinics. The Elesha Biyaha dispensary is expected to be opened soon in Lower Shabelle 

region, which is a heavily populated area where there is no public hospital that provides the 

required health services to the local people. 

Other five multi-service centres will be constructed in Kismayo, Baidoa, Dusamareb and 

Middle Shabelle during the second half of this year until the beginning of next year. 

In July and August, medical convoys will be despatched to camps in capital Mogadishu, which 

will provide free health services for the displaced. Each convoy is expected to provide 

medical services and consultations for 80 people, in addition to holding regular meetings 

with the displaced to provide instructions on public health and health education. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/599240/QC-implements-health-projects-in-Somalia 
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European Union to co-host the Somalia Partnership Forum in Brussels  

Bruxelles, 11/07/2018  

On 16-17 July, the European Union together with the Federal Government of Somalia and 

Sweden will host the Somalia Partnership Forum in Brussels. The event aims to mobilise the 

international community to step up support for Somalia's efforts to build a more secure and 

prosperous future following years of conflict. High Representative/Vice-President 

Federica Mogherini will co-chair the conference with Mr Hassan Ali Khayre, Prime Minister 

of Federal Government Somalia and Ms Margot Wallström, Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Sweden. Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides 

will also attend. The opening remarks of the ministerial level session on 17 July will be 

broadcast live on EbS at 15:00 +/-. A press conference with HR/VP Mogherini and the co-

chairs is due to follow at 18:00. Journalists wishing to attend should register here before 13 

July, 12:00 Brussels time. The EU is a leading supporter of Somalia in a wide range of areas, 

in particular on security with 3 Common Security and Defence Policy missions in the country. 

For the period 2015-2020, the EU and its Member States will provide €3.5 billion to the 

country in development and humanitarian aid as well as peacekeeping operations. A MEMO 

is available here. 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/48273/european-union-

co-host-somalia-partnership-forum-brussels_en 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 18

https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm
http://reg-platform.nookom.eu/press
http://reg-platform.nookom.eu/press
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-1243_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-1243_en.htm
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/48273/european-union-co-host-somalia-partnership-forum-brussels_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/48273/european-union-co-host-somalia-partnership-forum-brussels_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/48273/european-union-co-host-somalia-partnership-forum-brussels_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/48273/european-union-co-host-somalia-partnership-forum-brussels_en


 

 

 

Southwest Cabinet Held Urgent Meeting In Baidoa 

10 July 2018 

The cabinet of Southwest state held an extraordinary meeting in Baidoa on Tuesday. 

The  meeting chaired the state leader, President Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden, focused on the 

effects on the recent River Shabelle floods in the Lower Shabelle region and ways of 

improving food production in the region. Officials from the government of Italy were also in 

attendance during the meeting held at the presidential palace in Baidoa. 

The cabinet listened reports from the ministers of Agriculture and Livestock on the 

consequences of the flash floods in region, particularly the revine areas. Sources close to the 

presidential palace of the Southwest state said the officials from Italy are expected to pay 

visit to areas affected by the floods. They will assess the impact of the torrential rain and the 

subsequent flash floods of River Shabelle. The exact date of the visits has however not been 

disclosed. 

River Shabelle, which stretches from Ethiopian highland, broke its banks following the 

torrential rains in parts of Somalia and Ethiopia. The number of flood victims in Somalia’s 

riverine regions reached about 300,000 people following the flash floods in Hiiraan and 

Shabelle regions. At least  200,000 people in Beledweyne town were displaced by the floods 

and scores of others left homeless 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Speedboat Ambulance Weathers Storms On Remote Tip Of Somali Coastline 

To Ferry Pregnant Women To Hospital 

10 July 2018 

A speedboat run by the Ministry of Health in a remote part of northeastern Somalia’s 

Puntland region is helping to save lives by ferrying emergency patients to hospital. The 

speedboat, donated by the international non-governmental organization, Save the Children, 

in March, has especially been valuable in saving pregnant women with childbirth 

complications and and their babies. Farhiyo Mohamed Ahmed, a mother of five living in 

Haabo village in the isolated area of Alula, took the speedboat ambulance to the major port 

city of Bosaso after doctors in Alula told her she had very high blood pressure which they 

could not address. 

She successfully delivered her baby in hospital, Bosaso. It was her third maternity trip to the 

city, although on the previous two occasions she had to hire a local fishing boat at a cost of 

$800 to get there. Alula, on the tip of the Horn where the Gulf of Aden meets the Indian 

Ocean, lies 430 km from Bosaso. The road to Bosaso is dangerous, dusty and rough. The 

terrain is mountainous and hard to navigate by ordinary vehicle. The fastest vehicles from 

Alula take more than 30 hours to reach Bosaso. 

The speedboat ambulance, by contrast, takes six hours to reach Bosaso, 170 nautical miles 

away. Apart from pregnant women, others who have been whisked away for emergency 

treatment include a man injured during a fall from a high ridge whilst harvesting 

frankincense, and two knife wound victims. According to Dr Adan Ali, Health ministry 

coordinator in Gardafu – a new region in Puntland on the North Eastern tip of Bari – more 

than 30 pregnant women have delivered at the Alula health centre free of charge since April, 

although the centre only offers basic services. 

The health centre staff liaise with the ambulance boat when they have patients they are 

unable to help. The boat also delivers vaccines to remote villages. The most recent patient 
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to use the marine ambulance was a pregnant woman, whose journey by boat on 6 July was 

punctuated by a forced stopover at a small mountainous coastal village because of high 

winds and waves. The boat reached Bosaso the following day and the woman gave birth 

successfully to a baby boy.  For some time, the boat was out of communication due to phone 

network failure and the authorities thought it had gone missing in the sea. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 21

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-daily-monitoring-report/
http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-daily-monitoring-report/


 

 

 

We Will Table In Parliament Cases Of Rape Occurring Along The Mogadishu-

Baidoa Road, Says MP 

11 July 2018 

Members of Parliament from Southwest state have said they will table a motion on the 

rampant rape cases that occur along the Mogadishu-Baidoa road. The lawmakers said the 

population they represent faces rape and insecurity related hardships along that stretch of 

the road. 

MP Mohamed Omar Dalxa, who is among the area lawmakers and who is currently travelling 

with the Speaker of the Lower House, Mohamed Mursal, said they will hold a special meeting 

with the locals to seek a lasting solution to the problem. He noted they had filed a complaint 

on the hardships the Southwest residents were experiencing: “There are various risks along 

that stretch of the road that covers Afgoye, Buur and Barawe towns,  including robbery, rape 

and even murder.”.. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somalia Launches Electronic Case Management System For Courts 

11 July 2018 

Somali government on Tuesday launched electronic case management system that will be 

used by the courts across the country. The ceremony to launch the new system was attended 

by the Minister of Justice of the Federal Government of Somalia, Attorney General, Somalia’s 

Chief Justice, judges and senior officials of the Federal Government. 

Giving a keynote speech at the ceremony, Justice minister, Hussein Hassan Haji, said the new 

will increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the court operations. Haji added that the 

new system will allow management and storage of files electronically without loss of 

important data required for prosecution of accused persons: “As you know the world has 

launched a new electronic system of managing court cases, which is different from the 

manual system that has been in use to administer cases. This new system will allow storage 

of data, which will minimize loss of the same,” the minister said. 

Speaking at the same function, Attorney General Ahmed Ali Dahir praised the new electronic 

system highlighting that it will pave way for immediate access of court files and documents 

by different authorized court departments: “I am happy that we are launching an electronic 

system that will allow our courts to manage the cases smoothly. The new system will also 

guarantee confidentiality of the cases.” 

Somalia’s Chief Justice, Bashe Yusuf Ahmed, asked judges to be seen to be impartial. The 

creation of electronic court files will provide opportunity for Court users to expand their 

interaction with the courts. The system allows the documents to be stored in an electronic 

court file (ECF). 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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UAE Ambassador Meets UN Special Envoy To Somalia 

11 July 2018 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) ambassador to Somalia, Mohammed Ahmed Othman Al 

Hammadi, has met with the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General 

to Somalia, Michael Keating. 

During the meeting, Al Hammadi and Keating discussed cooperation ties between the UAE 

and the UN Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM), as well as mechanisms to work together 

to support security, stability and development in the country. 

The UN Special Envoy praised the UAE’s efforts in Somalia across various humanitarian aid 

and development. Al Hammadi expressed his thanks and appreciation the UN envoy for his 

to visit to the UAE Embassy, and his keenness to strengthen ties to support peace and 

stability efforts in Somalia. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-11-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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'We laugh, sing and play music': the rise of Mogadishu  

A new wave of artists, activists and entrepreneurs are trying to improve Somalia’s capital 

city 

The surprising sounds of a late evening in Mogadishu: surf on the beach, laughs of revellers, 

clinking of cups and glasses, oaths of harassed waiters and the soft melodies of the oud of 

Aweys Kabanle. 

Kabanle, a 45-year-old former dressmaker turned musician, is playing traditional Somali 

music at the luxury Mogadishu Beach View hotel at the city’s Lido to a smartly dressed 

audience in one of the world’s most dangerous cities. “This is Mogadishu. We laugh and sing. 

We play music. Music is for peace so we no longer live in fear,” Kabanle says, sipping a 

cappuccino. 

There are few cities with contrasts as stark as those of Mogadishu. Swollen by hundreds of 

thousands of people displaced by famine, drought and conflict in rural areas, its outlying 

districts resemble a vast refugee camp. Authorities are incompetent, corrupt or simply 

absent. It is seven years since the Islamic militants of al-Shabaab withdrew but many streets 

bear the scars of more than two decades of incessant warfare. 

Mogadishu’s inhabitants have long been known for their resilience, but a new wave of 

activists, entrepreneurs and artists are now trying to improve their city. 

Two years ago, Kabanle survived an al-Shabaab gun attack and suicide car bombing close to 

where he now performs every evening. The attack left at least 10 dead, including three of 

Aweys’s friends. The oud player was forced to jump over the wall of the hotel where he was 

playing to escape. “For several months following, there was no show,” he says. “People were 

unwilling to come back but I was committed to come here again. I started the first night by 
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myself alone playing music and resumed hosting the show. Thanks be to God, people got 

confidence and now they are coming back for my show.” 

Despite the ongoing violence in the Somali capital, the economy is growing, hundreds of 

expatriates are returning from the west or African nations, scores of colleges are opening to 

cater for the young population and there is growing investment from the diaspora. Estate 

agents thrive: a two-storey house can cost nearly £100,000. Mogadishu has hosted a TEDx 

conference. 

Ahmed Hassan Sheikh decided to return to Mogadishu from Kenya a year and a half ago. He 

started his own arts company inside the fortified Mogadishu airport complex, where 

thousands of diplomats, United Nations staff and regional troops from the African Union 

stabilisation force are based. 

There is no shortage of demand for Sheikh’s paintings. 

“I do not need to fight with a gun. I have a powerful pen with which I draw my feelings. I 

believe through it I can bring change. I can make Mogadishu peaceful,” the 48-year-old artist 

says. His paintings call for young people to take up pens and books instead of arms, to warn 

against illegal migration and its devastating effects on Somali families. 

Other drawings recall life in old Mogadishu before the civil war, a time when the city was 

known as the most beautiful city in Africa. “When people see my artworks of former 

Mogadishu and how it used to be like, they appreciate how peaceful and prosperous 

Mogadishu was,” Ahmed says.  Then there is Ubaxa Caasimadda (Flowers of the City), a 

group of students who, 18 months ago, set out to smarten scruffy city streets and mark roads 

to increase public safety. They started with the safest roads such as those near the 

presidential palace, because some had already received death threats from al-Shabaab. 

“When we started, we did not even know what will come out. It was just, go and do and 

then see. We knew the dangers we were facing but we took that risk,” says Amira Mahad 

Abdulle, a 24-year-old university student. Abdulle wears a burqa to conceal her identity and 

does not respond to phone calls from unknown people for her safety. “There are a lot of 

threats coming in but I try to stay safe. I do not fear. I want to serve Mogadishu,” she says. 
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The group decided to act “because nobody else was willing to do it” and the government in 

Mogadishu is focused on fighting al-Shabaab. “We could not sit behind and wait for someone 

else to do this for the people of Mogadishu. We are the youth of this country and we decided 

to stand up for it,” Abdulle says. So far the group has painted dozens of zebra crossings and 

have planted flowers on pavements. “We are committed. We were born in Mogadishu and 

we want to help our city become developed, beautiful and safe like other cities in the world,” 

Isse Hassan Ibrahim, a 23-year-old typographic graduate, says. 

Though his best friend, a government employee, was assassinated by al-Shabaab last year, 

Ibrahim never stopped working as a volunteer in Mogadishu. “When my friend was killed, I 

got scared but I decided not to quit. I want to help my people and my capital city,” Ibrahim 

says. “We now have new youth groups joining us from other cities.” In the last 18 months, 

US and Somali forces have intensified the battle against al-Shabab, though without achieving 

decisive success. Last week US officials said a new airstrike killed 14 militants. Though the 

increased military activity has weakened the extremists, it also led to more civilian 

casualties. 

Kabanle believes his country will soon be at peace. “Somalia is no longer a war zone. It is a 

love zone,” he says, pointing to a group of young men and women sitting on the warm white 

sand of Mogadishu’s beach.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/11/somalia-the-rise-of-mogadishu-artists-

music-activists 
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Kenyan police hunt for al-Shabab militants after camp raid 

GARISSA, Kenya, July 11 (Xinhua) -- Kenyan security officers have launched a manhunt for al-

Shabab militants who attacked a police camp in northeast Garissa county near the Somalia 

border on Tuesday, injuring three police officers. 

Northeastern regional coordinator Mohamud Saleh said on Wednesday that the attackers 

believed to have crossed from neighboring Somalia first destroyed the town's Safaricom 

communication mast by hurling explosives and later proceeded to attack Hamey police 

patrol base. 

"Police officers engaged them with a heavy fire fight and got overwhelmed. The militia 

injured three officers who were flown to Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) Dhobley base for 

medication," Saleh said. 

He said the militants made away with a support weapon, police vehicle, flags, solar batteries 

and VHF radio including food rations. 

Saleh said a contingent of police officers have been mobilized to pursue the attackers after 

leaving the residents with no communication network. 

The administrator said security forces have intensified patrols along the border with Somalia 

in the wake of terror attacks in the border region. This is the latest such incident in the area 

and no arrests have been made so far. 

Since the Kenyan soldiers crossed into Somalia in 2011, several attacks believed to have been 

carried out by al-Shabab have occurred in Mandera, Wajir, and Garissa in northern Kenya. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-07/12/c_137317827.htm 
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Uhuru, top US commander renew commitment to peace in Somalia, S.Sudan 

NAIROBI, Kenya, Jul 11 – 

President Uhuru Kenyatta 

held a meeting with General 

Thomas Waldhauser, the US-

Africa Command Commander 

Wednesday morning where 

they discussed regional 

security including the 

situation in Somalia and South Sudan. 

During the meeting, President Kenyatta who has been at the forefront in the efforts to 

restore peace and stability in the two East African countries told General Waldhauser that 

Kenya is firmly committed to the cause of finding peace in Somalia, an aspiration that has in 

the past been negated by lack of adequate capacity, and proper military commands. 

 Political turmoil in South Sudan, said President Kenyatta, has been made worse by 

unwarranted fear and mistrust between supporters of President Salva Kiir and Dr Riek 

Machar. 

President Kenyatta however said hope to restore stability in both countries is not lost and 

partner-states working towards peace in the region will remain committed to the cause. 

“We shall give it everything we can. But it is not going to be easy”, President Kenyatta said 

in reference to South Sudan. 

President Kenyatta said Somalia faces further challenges of mistrust and internal politics 

between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and regional governments. 
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“The deteriorating relationships between the TFG and the regional governments is of major 

concern to us,” said President Kenyatta adding that the conflict is a major security threat to 

Kenya and the region. 

He called for structures that will enable the TFG to work with the regional governments. 

The President counselled that for peace and stability to be restored in Somalia, its leadership 

needs to refocus its attention and energies into addressing issues that cause national 

divisions and avoid being drawn into partisan distractions. 

On his part, General Waldhauser underlined the need for Somalia to strengthen its 

leadership structures adding that the instability is partly due to indirect interference from 

certain Gulf countries. 

“We are ready to continue assisting the country so long as the federal government is willing 

to accept our support”, said Gen Waldhauser who called for neutrality from the Gulf 

countries that are extending their differences to the Horn of Africa nation. 

“The differences and clashes in these Arabian countries are playing out in Somalia. We call 

for their neutrality”, said the top Us military officer. 

The General said the US will continue its training programmes for the Somalia National Army 

(SNA) with the expectation that the Federal Government will work on the requisite 

structures for the trained personnel to operate effectively. 

Turning to the situation in South Sudan, President Kenyatta said there is need to make both 

President Kiir and Machar to truly appreciate the benefits of working together. 

The President said that the IGAD partner states are committed to keeping pressure on the 

two leaders to work together for the benefit of the people of South Sudan. 

President Kenyatta regretted that the South Sudan problem had taken an ethnic dimension 

between supporters of the two leaders. 

Gen Waldhauser said the US is committed to continued partnership with Kenya and lauded 

President Kenyatta’s upbeat economic agenda. 
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Responding to a question raised by the military leader, President Kenyatta said he Big 4 

Agenda aims at creating social harmony among Kenyans to create a favourable environment 

for wealth and job creation through manufacturing, affordable housing, universal healthcare 

and food security. 

President Kenyatta further said that the aim of his government is to establish an irreversible 

trajectory of growth and development that is totally dependent on robust institutions. 

General Waldhauser was accompanied to the meeting held at State House Nairobi by 

Brigadier General James Craig, the US Horn of Africa Commander and US Ambassador Robert 

Godec. 

https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2018/07/uhuru-top-us-commander-renew-

commitment-to-peace-in-somalia-s-sudan/ 
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Trump announces ambassador picks for Somalia, Nicaragua 

07/11/18  President Trump on Wednesday 

announced his ambassador picks for Somalia 

and Nicaragua, aiming to reduce the number of 

vacant ambassador positions. 

Trump nominated Donald Yamamoto to be the 

ambassador to Somalia and Kevin Sullivan to 

be the ambassador to Nicaragua. 

Yamamoto heads the Bureau of African Affairs within the State Department. He served as 

the U.S. ambassador to Ethiopia from 2006-2009 and Djibouti from 2000-2003. 

Sullivan represents the U.S. in the Organization of American States (OAS), the body that 

promotes solidarity among the 35 independent states of the Americas. 

Both countries have seen recent U.S. political action.  

The Trump administration this year stepped up ongoing American military intervention in 

Somalia. The move follows violent clashes between the government and Al Shabaab, an Al 

Qaeda-aligned Islamist group. 

Meanwhile, the State Department last week sanctioned three Nicaraguan individuals 

whom officials accused of human rights abuses. State Department officials threatened to 

take further action as long as government-sanctioned violence against protesters continues 

in the region. 

Trump has left a notable number of ambassador positions open since taking office. More 

than half of foreign posts remain vacant. 

http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/396586-trump-announces-ambassador-

picks-for-somalia-nicaragua  
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Supporters, opponents of Ethio-Somali region admin clash in Addis  

July 11, 2018 

While at a gathering at Friendship Hotel in 

Addis Ababa in two different halls, the 

supporters and opponents of the 

administration of the Ethio-Somali Regional 

State engaged in a clash at the Hotel. 

Both groups gathered at Friendship Hotel to hold meetings in two different halls, despite 

ending in a clash. 

As witnessed by The Reporter both groups had entered into their rooms on the first and 

second floors. But, because of the allegation from the supporters that the opponents tried 

to take their pictures without their consent, the two groups engaged in a fight injuring one 

named Ibrahim Abdulkadir on his eyes. 

According to Ibrahim, he was attacked for opposing the regional administration. 

Finally, the clash was controlled by the involvement of the Addis Ababa and Federal Police 

officers. Both groups were then made to leave the hotel. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159038/supporters_opponents_of_ethio_som

ali_region_admin_clash_in_addis.aspx 
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Ethiopia’s Somali region frees all political prisoners from Ogaden jail  

July 11, 2018 - President of 

Ethiopia’s Somali regional state 

has reportedly ordered the 

release of all political prisoners 

held in the region’s notorious 

jail facility. According to Harun 

Maruf, a Voice Of America 

journalist who extensively covers the Horn of Africa region said Abdi Mohamud Omar, 

known as Abdi Illey released detainees including opponents and former security officials. 

Other journalists stressed that relatives of the inmates had queued at the premises of Jail 

Ogaden officially known as Jijiga Central Prison.  The current move comes on the back of a 

scathing report on Jail Ogaden released by Human Rights Watch (HRW). The group called on 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed to probe widespread rights abuses routinely carried out on 

inmates. 

The 88-page report asserted that “Prison officials and security forces have arbitrarily 

detained and tortured prisoners for years in the notorious regional prison known as Jail 

Ogaden. “Ethiopia’s new prime minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, should urgently order 

investigations into the horrific situation, and the government should ensure regional security 

forces and officials are held accountable. “The prison’s security forces, including the Somali 

Region’s notorious paramilitary force, the Liyu police, are implicated. The unit reports to the 

Somali Region president, Abdi Mohamoud Omar, known as Abdi Illey. “Most prisoners are 

accused of some affiliation with the Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF), a banned 

opposition group, but most never face charges or trials.”  

Barely a week ago, Ethiopia’s Attorney General fired heads of prisons in the country, 

accusing them of failing to respect prisoners’ human rights in the discharge of their duties. 

State broadcaster Fana BC reported at the time that Attorney General Berhanu Tsegaye 
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called on their replacements to respect and protect human rights in accordance with the 

constitution. 

“Those responsible for the abuse of human rights will face justice after the necessary 

investigations are completed,” he said. 

Reformist Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is on record to have said that the state had in the past 

sanctioned torture of political opponents in a move he described as unconstitutional. 

Mass release of political prisoners – regional and federal level Ethiopia’s federal government 

has released thousands of political prisoners since the beginning of the year as part of 

reforms to open up the democratic space and revert to constitutionalism in the country. 

Regional administrations especially Oromia, Amhara and Tigray, have all released political 

prisoners as part of the process of increasing political inclusion. 

The notorious Maekelawi detention and investigation center was closed in April this year. 

The former prime minister Hailemariam Desalegn had announced in December last year that 

that the Maekelawi prison would be converted into a museum, and that a new center 

compliant with the national parliament’s guidelines on human rights and international 

standards would replace it. 

Human rights activists and organisations have for a long time accused the Ethiopian 

government of torturing and mistreating its political opponents, who in the past have been 

detained en masse during periods of turmoil like the state of emergencies instituted in 2016 

and early this year. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159030/ethiopia_s_somali_region_frees_all_p

olitical_prisoners_from_ogaden_jail.aspx 
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