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Jubbaland Rejects Govt Appointed SNA Commander 

On Jul 13, 2018 a plane carrying the newly 

appointed commander of the 43rd division General 

Ali Bogmadow was Friday turned back at the 

Kismayo Airport. 

A Jubbaland official confirmed to Radio Dalsan that 

General was turned back to Mogadishu. 

Jubbaland state says that no consultation was 

made with regional President Ahmed Madoobe 

prior to the appointment of Gen. Bogdamow as the commmander of the 43rd Division. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/07/13/jubbaland-rejects-govt-appointed-sna-

commander/ 
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Police Repulse Suspected Al-Shabaab Attackers In Mandera 

12 July 2018 

Rural Border Patrol Unit on Thursday morning managed to repulse an attempted terror 

attack on their camp at Manza in Sheikh Barrow, Mandera County. Lafey deputy county 

commissioner Erick Oronyi told the Nation that the 7.30am attack found the Administration 

Police unit on high alert. 

“The attackers started by hurling explosives into the camp before shooting at officers but 

luckily no one was injured,” he said. He said the all the security camps along the Kenya-

Somalia border are always on high alert since Al-Shabaab militants are active in the area. 

“We are always on high alert because the enemy is waiting for an opportunity to strike,” he 

said. Mr Oronyo said the officers had intelligence about the planned attack that caused no 

much damage. A source said the militants attacked in the morning hoping to find the police 

asleep. 

Mr Oranyi said security operation is underway in the area along the border, adding that all 

security agencies have been activated: “All security agencies are on high alert and we are 

patrolling the area in search for the attackers whom we suspect have crossed into Somalia,” 

he said. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-13-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Two Al-Shabaab Fighters Surrender To SNA And Jubbaland Forces In Kismayo 

12 July 2018 

Two Al-Shabaab fighters have defected and surrendered to the Somali National Army (SNA) 

and Jubbaland forces in Kismayo on Thursday. One of the defectors, identified as Aden 

Udoow Abdi, handed over an AK47 weapon and rounds of ammunition upon surrendering. 

The head of criminal investigations in Kismayo, Ahmed Muse, who addressed the local media 

at Fiat Police station said the two fighters deserted their Al-Shabaab colleagues after making 

contacts with security forces in the region. 

“These youth, that you can see here, have surrendered to the security forces. We welcomed 

them and one of them handed over his weapons and ammunition. They have willingly 

decided to lay down their arms and join their people,” said Ahmed. He further called on 

other fighters to renounce violence and surrender to government forces adding that Al-

Shabaab had become a burden to the Somali people. 

Late last month, 12 Al-Shabaab fighters defected to the Federal Government forces in 

Kismayo. 

The fighters who surrendered came from Bar Sanguuni, Bula Haji and Abdalla Biroole villages 

in Lower Jubba region. Among the fighters are two senior officials, who were Al-Shabaab 

commanders. The forces paraded the defectors in Barsaguuni village before they were 

ferried to Kismayo for investigations. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-13-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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We Will Not Allow Government Soldiers To Harm Civilians– Gen. Gorod 

13 July 2018 

Somali Military Chief of Defence Force, Major General Abdiweli Jama Gorod, has sent out a 

strong warning to military officers over abuses against civilians, saying the force will neither 

tolerate nor take responsibility for the same.. 

General Gorod said: “In the past, people used to be proud of our officers but now when 

civilians see a military officer the run away due to fear of being abused. But now that must 

come to an end because we will not tolerate anybody harassing civilians at all..” 

The commander warned Somali military officers and asked them to stop mistreating and 

looting from civilians and instead focus on the fight against the Al-Shabaab militia group. The 

comments by the Chief of Defence Force come after Somali National Army officers opened 

fire on civilians at a livestock market in Mogadishu city last week. The incident, which 

resulted in death and injuries of civilians, had not been publicly addressed by anyone. So far, 

no one was be held responsible. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-13-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 14/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 4

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-13-2018-daily-monitoring-report/
http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-13-2018-daily-monitoring-report/


 

 

 

Jubbaland Authorities Give Cash To Al-Shabaab Defector In Kismayo 

13 July 2018 

The authorities in Somalia’s southern regional state have given an unspecified amount of 

money to a man who recently defected from Al-Shabaab. The number of fighters from the 

militia group who are defecting from group has been on the increase in the recent past. 

Speaking to the media on Thursday, Ahmed Muse Hirsi, head of Jubbaland security forces 

said Adan Hudow Abdi who surrendered to Jubbaland, was rewarded with cash: “Abdi, who 

handed over his rifle to the authorities, was given cash. Whoever defects from Al-Shabab 

and surrenders his weapon will be given same prize,” Hirsi promised. He pledged that the 

Jubbaland state will continue rewarding the Al-Shabaab defectors. 

Abdi, who was reportedly an official in the Al-Shabaab group, handed over his AK47 rifle and 

magazines to authorities in Kismayo town. The defection comes three months after another 

Al-Shabaab fighter who defected to Southwest state was given USD 15,000. The fighter 

arrived in Baidoa in a combat vehicle with a machine gun mounted on his back. He 

surrendered the vehicle and the machine gun to Southwest state authorities. 

Somali forces, backed by continental troops, have stepped up the fight against Al-Shabaab 

fighters in south and central Somalia. Al-Shabaab militia group, which once controlled many 

towns in southern Somalia, wants to overthrow the Somali government. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-13-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somalia: Norway recognizes Somali passport 

13th July 2018  

Norway has recognized Somali Diplomacy 

Passport, after high level delegation from 

Somalia arrived in Oslo, the capital of 

Norway. 

Head of Somali Immigration, Mohamed 

Aden Kofi says in Norway, Norway 

recognized the passport diplomat which be used by Somali government officials. 

Mr. Kofi has been travelling into various countries in Europe. 

He expressed hope that other European countries will accept Somali passport. 

The Norway becomes the first Scandinavian country that will issue visas on the new 

passport. 

https://mareeg.com/ethiobiafighters-attacked-on-kebridahar-airport-onlf-official-21/ 
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UN says anti-piracy fund has boosted maritime security in Somalia  

2018-07-13  

July 13 2018 -- The UN counter-piracy fund that has been in existence since 2011 has boosted 

maritime security in Somalia and Western Indian Ocean coastline through enhanced 

prosecution of culprits, an official said on Friday. 

Jaime Serpanchy, the Secretary of UN Counter Piracy Trust Fund (CPTF), said that technical 

support for countries affected by piracy in the Horn of Africa region has improved their 

capacity to prosecute criminals involved in the vice. 

"The trust fund's primary mission which is to assist countries in the horn and eastern African 

region carry out piracy prosecutions has been a success," said Serpanchy. 

"We are assisting these countries including Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania and Seychelles to 

counter all aspects of piracy through training of maritime police and agencies involved in 

prosecution of suspects," she added. 

The UN official spoke to Xinhua on the sidelines of the 21st Plenary Session on Piracy off the 

Coast of Somalia attended by an estimated 200 delegates from 68 countries. 

Senior policymakers, representatives of multilateral agencies and security experts attended 

the three day Nairobi summit to discuss new strategies to eradicate piracy in Somalia waters. 

Serpanchy said the UN counter piracy trust fund has facilitated the roll out of forty projects 

in the greater horn and eastern African region to promote maritime security that is key to 

economic growth. 

"The biggest impact of the fund so far is the establishment of a piracy prosecution center in 

Seychelles. It is the only centre of its kind in the world," Serpanchy said. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 14/07/2018
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She noted the establishment of a specialized center to deal with maritime crimes has 

contributed to a sharp drop in hijacking of commercial vessels in Somalia and Western Indian 

Ocean coastlines. 

"It is now possible to try pirates caught in the high seas and prevent them from interacting 

with the outside world," said Serpanchy. 

She revealed that the UN counter piracy trust fund has supported training of Kenyan prison 

personnel on human rights based prosecution of criminals involved in hijacking of merchant 

ships.   

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-07/13/c_137322495.htm 
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Somalia: EU and FCA to provide 3 000 children with education in drought and 

war affected region of Baidoa 

13 Jul 2018 / With EU humanitarian funds amounting to €700 000, FCA will rehabilitate 

schools, provide school supplies and train teachers in Baidoa, a hub for internally displaced 

people in Somalia. 

This ‘education in emergencies’ intervention will address the lack of education for children 

of displaced families, but also of vulnerable host communities in Baidoa. Some 250 

kilometres west of the capital Mogadishu, Baidoa has around 190 000 inhabitants and is a 

major hub for internally displaced people in Somalia’s Bay region. 

Combined effects of droughts and other ongoing crises have damaged Baidoa’s economy. 

Not only are people’s livelihoods opportunities limited, a large number of children do not 

have access to quality education. There are only 14 public schools and no separate schools 

for primary and secondary levels. 

“Years of devastating conflict and drought have led to mass displacement, interrupting the 

lives of ordinary Somalis and preventing children from going to school. The EU is committed 

to supporting education for children caught in crisis and giving displaced children the 

chances in life they deserve,” said Johan Heffinck, Somalia Head of Office for EU Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid. 

An assessment revealed that a lack of classrooms and safe learning spaces in addition to 

limited awareness and information have contributed to this education deficit. The 

community has previously not considered education its first priority and few parents can 

afford the tuition fees. Classrooms have not been renovated for over 30 years and are 

missing furniture and supplies. The camps for displaced people lack learning facilities. 

With EU humanitarian support, FCA will rehabilitate ten classrooms in four schools and 

construct gender-sensitive water and sanitation facilities. The organisation will provide 
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training for 50 teachers in pedagogy, school curricula while strengthening the capacity of 

community education committees to ensure quality education. 

FCA has garnered considerable experience in running education projects globally and 

particularly in Eastern Africa. FCA aims to improve access to inclusive education, teaching 

and learning by building teacher capacity 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-eu-and-fca-provide-3-000-children-

education-drought-and-war-affected-region 
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Kenyatta says mistrust fuelling South Sudan, Somalia strife 

Thursday July 12 2018 

Kenya's President Uhuru Kenyatta sees mistrust 

among leaders in South Sudan and Somalia as the 

biggest hurdle to a lasting peace in warring Somalia 

and South Sudan. 

He said Somalia, where Kenya has maintained 

peacekeeping mission since October 2011 military 

operation, faces further challenge of internal politics 

between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and regional governments. 

Speaking Wednesday when he met US-Africa Command Commander Thomas Waldhauser 

at State House in Nairobi, Mr Kenyatta blamed the elusive peace deal between President 

Salva Kiir and opposition chief Riek Machar on “unwarranted fear and mistrust” among their 

hardline supporters.  

“We shall give it everything we can. But it is not going to be easy,” he said in a statement. 

“The deteriorating relationships between the TFG and the regional governments are of 

major concern to us.” 

Mr Waldhauser, the top US military official for Africa, blamed undisclosed Gulf states for 

fuelling instability in Somalia. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/uhuru-kenyatta-mistrust-fuelling-South-Sudan-

Somalia-strife/4552908-4658794-78ecoy/index.html 
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Why Djibouti Is the Loser of the Horn of Africa’s New Peace  

Friday July 13, 2018 - Ethiopians and 

Eritreans alike are celebrating the breakneck 

speed of a rapprochement between Addis 

Ababa and Asmara, two longtime enemies. 

Closer ties between the two, while not 

necessarily a done deal, could usher in a new 

era of peace and prosperity for the Horn of 

Africa, resuming a thriving trade relationship and granting landlocked Ethiopia access to a 

new port. Unfortunately, nearby Djibouti—which has successfully exploited its prime 

territory on the Red Sea to offer both port access and military bases to foreign countries—

stands to lose. 

At the least, this tectonic shift will reduce the revenues available to President Ismail Omar 

Guelleh, in power since 1999, and undermine his ironclad grip on the country. At worst, 

Djibouti could prove a spoiler, which would threaten prospects for regional peace as well as 

longstanding US strategic interests in the Horn of Africa. For decades, Djibouti was the 

undisputed winner of Ethiopian-Eritrean hostility and the latter’s international isolation. The 

New Jersey-sized country of just under one million people has unique geostrategic 

advantages—its coastline spans the meeting of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, a 

chokepoint through which significant amounts of the world’s energy supply and commerce 

pass every year. While ports exist in Sudan, Somaliland, and Eritrea, Djibouti’s developed 

facilities, political stability, and investment-friendly atmosphere have proven more 

attractive than anywhere else in the region. As a result, Djibouti has enjoyed a near-

monopoly on moving goods to and from landlocked Ethiopia. The United States also has 

longstanding security interests in Djibouti, including the only permanent US military base on 

the continent—a vital component of US counterterrorism operations in East Africa and the 

Arabian Peninsula. Some 4,000 US military personnel are stationed at the American base, 
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which extends to the nearby airport used to launch both armed and reconnaissance drones 

that operate in Somalia and Yemen.  Underscoring the country’s strategic importance to the 

Pentagon, US Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis visited Djibouti in April 2017, just months 

ahead of the opening of China’s first overseas military base there. Additionally, France, 

Japan, Italy, and Saudi Arabia have bases of various sizes and capabilities in Djibouti. Ethiopia 

and Djibouti have traditionally maintained a close political and economic relationship out of 

mutual necessity. When the Ethiopia-Eritrea border war broke out in 1998, Ethiopia lost 

access to Eritrea’s port, an existential crisis for a landlocked country. Since then, Ethiopia has 

overwhelmingly relied on Djiboutian ports to process its imports and exports: some 95 

percent of Ethiopian imports transit through Djibouti. Djibouti, too, relies on its larger 

neighbor, from which it imports freshwater and electricity.  

Profits from Ethiopia’s use of Djiboutian ports—estimates top $1 billion annually—are a key 

source of Guelleh’s government revenue. But Ethiopia finds this arrangement deeply flawed, 

and is interested in more diverse, and better, deals for port access. The United States, as 

well, is deeply dissatisfied with Guelleh's partnership. Specifically, his penchant for 

extracting costly rents from as many foreign militaries as possible, including allowing a 

Chinese military base just kilometers from the US one, has left the United States 

discontented. Eritrea and Djibouti have a more restive history, and unresolved tensions 

could flare up again. Djibouti’s western border with Eritrea has been militarized since the 

end of border clashes in 2008. Qatar attempted to mediate the dispute, and it even managed 

to facilitate a 2016 prisoner swap before withdrawing its peacekeepers from the Eritrean-

Djiboutian border in protest of both countries’ decision to side with Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the Gulf crisis. Djibouti’s shipping and land lease profits 

directly supplement Guelleh’s tight political control over the country. The Chinese will 

reportedly pay $20 million a year until 2025 for their base, though that figure does not 

include more than $1 billion in Chinese loans. The Americans pay some $70 million annually 

for at least another six years, and the French pay another $30-plus million yearly for their 

military facility.  These profits contribute to what appears to be a booming economy: 

Djibouti’s annual GDP growth is expected to remain around 7 percent into the near future. 

But despite Djibouti’s ostensible riches, most of the country remains desperately poor, 

underdeveloped, and subject to Guelleh’s authoritarianism. Nearly a quarter of the 

population lives in extreme poverty, and Djibouti ranks abysmally on political rights and civil 
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liberties. Ethiopia-Eritrea peace talks are bad news for Guelleh, who has staked his country’s 

growth on its role as the port of choice for economic giants like Ethiopia. Assuming 

normalization efforts continue, Ethiopia could soon have the option to use Eritrea’s ports, 

which are closer and more convenient than Djibouti.  While it is unlikely that Ethiopia will 

cease using Djiboutian ports altogether, it will have options—and thus will be less inclined 

to settle for usurious port usage rates. Eritrea may even prove a welcoming partner to 

foreign militaries, as the country previously allowed Emirati use of its port at Assab to 

prosecute the war in Yemen. One constraint on Ethiopia’s turn away from Djibouti, however, 

is its imperative to pay back nearly $3 billion in Chinese loans for the newly opened Addis 

Ababa-Djibouti railway. Lastly, if foreign militaries follow Ethiopia’s lead and diversify their 

security partners, Guelleh will rapidly lose a key source of income, making the four-term 

president vulnerable to longstanding grievances about his government’s corruption and 

repression. Once his resources dry up, the little political support he has been able to cajole 

or co-opt will likely follow. In recent years, the UAE’s increasing interest in the Horn of Africa 

adds a new complication to Djibouti’s predicament.  

The UAE has acquired rights to a naval base in Eritrea, a military base and commercial port 

in Somaliland, and a multi-purpose port in Puntland. But relations between Djibouti and the 

UAE have been fraught since February 2018 when the Djiboutian government cancelled the 

contract of Emirati firm Dubai Ports World (DP World) to operate Djibouti’s main container 

shipping terminal.  Early reports suggest that the UAE might have even played a role in the 

rapprochement between Ethiopia and Eritrea.  The UAE’s growing partnership with 

Ethiopia—which recently acquired a 19 percent stake in the Berbera port alongside DP 

World and Somaliland—is also noteworthy evidence of regional diversification. While it is 

unfortunate that Guelleh perceives normalization with Eritrea as a zero-sum game, he has 

some reason to be nervous that Addis Ababa and Asmara are warming up to one another. 

The faster they normalize relations, the faster Djibouti’s strategic advantages disappear—

and with them, Guelleh’s cash flow. Resolving a decades-long conflict between Ethiopia and 

Eritrea would strengthen overall regional stability and open new doors for economic trade 

and prosperity. But there are very real losers in that scenario, and the opportunity to spoil 

the well-deserved peace should be carefully scrutinized. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159064/why_djibouti_is_the_loser_of_the_ho

rn_of_africa_s_new_peace.aspx  
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Ominous Silence: Why Has al-Shabaab Refrained From Condemning This 

Year’s World Cup? 

Al-Shabaab insists on a strict interpretation of sharia in areas of southern Somalia that it 

controls. This typically means that the group prohibits watching the World Cup, but the 

hardline al-Qaeda affiliate has, unusually, not pronounced a ban on watching this year’s 

event. 

Given that several months ahead of the Russia 2018 World Cup militants forced the closure 

of 20 stadiums and playgrounds near the Somali capital Mogadishu, arguing that people had 

called for a ban, their silence now may be significant (The Standard, March 8) Some 

speculate that, with its leadership currently in disarray, the militant group is on the verge of 

defeat at the hands of the forces of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and its 

international backers 

Some analysts have interpreted the silence as an indication that the group is losing its grip 

on its territory (Capital FM, June 17; Daily Nation, January 27).  Others have also suggested 

the silence may be part of a strategy to boost the group’s popularity, which has been badly 

damaged by recent attacks in which large numbers of civilians have been killed. One attack 

in October last year at a road junction in Mogadishu left an estimated 500 people dead, 

which seriously damaged the group’s reputation (Daily Nation, January 27). 

Ahead of the Russia 2018 World Cup, security agencies had warned of possible al-Shabaab 

attacks during the tournament, encouraging vigilance by patrons and proprietors of venues 

showing the matches (Capital FM, June 17). During previous such events, the group has 

targeted makeshift cinemas and small hotels in Mogadishu and towns in southern Somalia 

where it has found screenings of the final matches taking place 
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In 2010, at least 50 people were killed in Uganda when three synchronized blasts hit 

gatherings of World Cup fans watching the final on outdoor screens in Kampala city. The 

bombs struck a popular Ethiopian restaurant and a rugby field in a separate neighborhood 

where hundreds were watching the match. 

During the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, the militants shot randomly at fans watching the 

matches in bars and hotels in the Kenyan coastal town of Mpeketoni in Lamu, leaving at least 

49 people dead (Daily Nation, June 16, 2014). 

However, this year the group is on the back foot, struggling financially, militarily and 

politically. These challenges have continued to hurt the group, amid speculation that its top 

leader Ahmed Umar Abu Ubaidah (a.k.a. Ahmed Diriye) is dead or close to death as a result 

of a deadly kidney disease or stomach cancer (Shabelle News Network, June 27). 

For several years, African armies and their international backers have hammered the 

militant group, forcing its fighters to flee their frontlines in southern Somalia. The action has 

forced the group out of strategic territories, towns and seaports. That has seen its revenue 

shrink as it frequently shifted its bases and turned more toward guerrilla tactics and the use 

of improvised explosive devices (IEDs). 

In the last few months, the use of IEDs has risen in Kenya’s northeastern counties, bordering 

Somalia. In the latest series of attacks, six police officers were injured when an IED struck 

their vehicle in Masalani area in Garissa County (The Standard, July 4). On June 6, at least 

five officers belonging to Kenya’s paramilitary unit—the General Service Unit (GSU)—were 

killed when their vehicle hit an IED in Liboi in Garissa while on routine patrol in the area 

(Daily Nation, June 6). 

However, with al-Shabaab leader Umar allegedly on his deathbed, analysts say that some of 

his commands are going unheeded and that infighting over his succession has widened 

within the jihadist group (Intelligence Briefs, June 14). Already, some reports suggest that 

the elusive hardliner has died, possibly from stomach cancer, at an al-Shabaab base in Jilib, 

about 410 kilometers south of Mogadishu (The East African, June 18). Although al-Shabaab 

has denied the allegation, analysts say that, if confirmed, it would significantly damage the 

militant group’s organizational structure (Garowe Online, June 27). 
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In April, al-Shabaab carried out an attack on a soccer stadium in the port of Barawe, claiming 

responsibility for a blast that killed five spectators and wounded seven others. The bomb, 

which had been buried in a sandy area near the pitch, went off during a match, apparently 

detonated by remote control (The Standard, April 13; The East African, April 13). 

Justifying such attacks through its radical interpretation of sharia, al-Shabaab maintains that 

the Quran forbids watching soccer, as well as other forms of “unclean” secular 

entertainment such as music, dancing and watching movies. Mohamed Osman Arus, a leader 

of the Somali Islamist group Hizbul Islam, which later folded into al-Shabaab, once asserted 

that true Muslims should not be “pre-occupied with semi-nude, crazy men jumping up and 

down who are chasing an inflated object”  (The National, June 26, 2010). 

Since then, however, there may have been a shift, with a government official saying that 

militants in fact want to play soccer and have been attending soccer matches, although he 

gave few details (Tuko, 2016). Al-Shabaab apparently commands those playing soccer to 

wear long pants when they go out on the pitch. 

In Kenya, the group is alleged to have been distributing jihadist material and recruiting at 

sports tournaments. The recruiters have moved from mosques, schools and madrassa—

traditional areas of recruitment—and instead in northeastern Kenya have allegedly been 

posing as soccer coaches and encouraging young people to join the militant group (The Star, 

April 16, 2015). 

Following the deadly attack on soccer fans in a town in Lamu in 2014 and the synchronized 

attacks in Kampala, the Ugandan capital, in 2010, al-Shabaab’s apparent unwillingness to 

condemn this year’s World Cup has prompted speculation is that all is not well with the 

group. 

While its top leader is allegedly critically ill, and its top commanders are fighting over 

succession, the apparent failure (as at the time of writing) to attack screenings of World Cup 

matches or issue an outright ban on watching the tournament may be seen both as a sign of 

weakness and as an attempt by the group to reclaim some of its diminishing popularity. 

https://jamestown.org/program/ominous-silence-why-has-al-shabaab-refrained-from-

condemning-this-years-world-cup/ 
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