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6 dead after attackers target Somalia's presidential palace 

14 July 2018  

MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) - Somali 

security forces shot dead three 

extremists wearing soldiers' 

uniforms, foiling an attempted al-

Shabab attack on the presidential 

palace that began with a car bomb 

exploding, police said Saturday. 

The confrontation came a week after an attack on the nearby interior ministry compound in 

Mogadishu killed at least nine people, again raising questions about the state of security in 

the most sensitive areas of Somalia's capital. 

Six people were dead in all including a suicide car bomber, Capt. Mohamed Hussein told The 

Associated Press, saying the situation had calmed and security in the area was being 

tightened. 
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The midday attack began when a car bomb detonated near a checkpoint close to the 

presidential palace after security forces engaged with gunmen. A second car bomb exploded 

in the same area shortly afterward, Hussein said. 

"There were skirmishes between security forces and the attackers and then we had a big 

blast and a huge boom. The blast knocked me down," one witness, Osman Ali, told the AP. 

The Somalia-based al-Shabab extremist group, an arm of al-Qaida, often targets high-profile 

places in the capital. It claimed responsibility for Saturday's attack, saying its fighters were 

conducting a "major operation" around the palace and nearby SYL Hotel. 

Al-Shabab was blamed for the October truck bombing in Mogadishu that killed more than 

500 people in the deadliest attack in the country's history. 

The threat from what has become the deadliest Islamic extremist group in sub-Saharan 

Africa has hurt efforts to strengthen Somalia's fragile government and stabilize the long-

chaotic Horn of Africa nation. 

The United States under the Trump administration has stepped up military efforts in 

Somalia, including dozens of drone strikes, against al-Shabab and a small presence of fighters 

linked to the Islamic State group. At least two U.S. military personnel have been killed. 

The U.S. military and others in the international community have expressed concern about 

the plan for Somalia's security forces to take over the country's security from a multinational 

African Union force over the next few years, saying the local troops are not yet ready. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-5953419/2-blasts-gunfire-heard-near-

Somalias-presidential-palace.html  
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Shabaab claims twin car blasts near Somali presidency 

Three Shabaab gunmen were shot dead Saturday after exchanging fire with security forces 

outside the presidential palace in Mogadishu in an attack in which two car bombs were also 

detonated, an official said. 

Abdulahi Ahmed, a security official said one vehicle loaded with explosives rammed into a 

security barrier, while another detonated near a separate checkpoint close to the main 

entrance of the presidential palace. 

Gunmen then tried to force their way through the checkpoint. 

"Three gunmen were killed and the two vehicles were detonated, there are no details yet," 

said Ahmed, adding that several civilians were wounded. 

The Al-Qaeda linked Shabaab group claimed responsibility for the attack in a statement. 

The attack comes a week after five civilians were killed when two blasts targeted Somalia's 

internal security ministry. 

The Shabaab has been fighting to overthrow the internationally-backed government in 

Mogadishu for over a decade. 

Despite losing towns and territory in recent years the group continues to carry out regular 

bombings and armed raids on government, security and civilian targets in the capital and 

elsewhere. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5953729/Shabaab-claims-twin-car-blasts-

near-Somali-presidency.html 
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Turkey condemns deadly terror attack in Somalia 

14.07.2018 - In a statement, the Foreign Ministry said: “We strongly condemn the terrorist 

attacks that have taken place today in the capital of Somalia, Mogadishu...” "The timing of 

the terror attacks -- prior to the Somalia Partnership Forum to be held on July 16-17 in 

Brussels, where recent reforms in the country will be evaluated -- aims at undermining the 

efforts of the Somalia Federal Government and the international community in bringing 

stability to Somalia,” it added. Turkey will continue “extending its full support to brotherly 

Somalia, as it has done up until now, in order to attain an environment of peace, tranquility 

and development in the country,” the Foreign Ministry said.  At least three people were 

killed -- including two al-Shabaab attackers -- and several others wounded when a double 

car bomb blast rocked Mogadishu. The Somali-based insurgent group al-Shabaab claimed 

responsibility for the attack, saying that its militants had attacked the presidential palace 

and SYL Hotel. Saturday's attack comes a week after al-Shabaab attacked Somalia's Interior 

Ministry building in Mogadishu, killing at least nine people, including two ministry officials. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/turkey-condemns-deadly-terror-attack-in-

somalia/1204174 

 

Qatar condemns attack in Mogadishu 

In a statement today, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterated Qatar’s firm stance rejecting 

violence and terrorism, regardless of their motives and reasons, and affirmed its full 

solidarity with the Somali government in all measures taken to maintain security and 

stability. The statement expressed the condolences of Qatar to the victims’ families, the 

government and the people of Somalia, wishing the injured speedy recovery. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/599525/Qatar-condemns-attack-in-Mogadishu 
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President Farmajo dismissed the chairman of Benadir Regional Court and the 

Court of Appeal  

July 14, 2018  

The President of the Federal Republic of Somalia, HE Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo 

dismissed the Chairman of the Banadir Regional Court and the Appeal Court and appointed 

new Chairpersons. 

The president appointed Muse Maalim Mohamed as the Chairman of the Banadir Regional 

court, while lawyer Ashir Omar Abdullahi as the Chairman of the Court of Appeal. 

The president has dismissed the two positions from Mr Aweys Sheikh Abdullahi Weheliye as 

the chairman of Benadir Regional Court and Mr Salah Sheikh Ibrahim Dhiblaawe the Banadir 

Court of Appeal. 

President Farmaajo urged the Chairperson of the Commission to sustain the law of the 

country and serve the Somali community in a fair way, and on the other hand, the president 

wished the leaving leaders for a bright future. 

The President’s action is based on his commitment to reform the judicial system in the 

country as one of the key priorities of the government system. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/president-farmajo-dismissed-the-chairman-of-benadir-

regional-court-and-the-court-of-appeal/ 
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Turkish aid agency provides modern office furniture, equipment to workers’ 

headquarters  

Saturday July 14, 2018 

The Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 

(TIKA) has now completed a project to strengthen the 

institutional capacity of the workers’ umbrella 

organisation, the Federation of Somali Trade Unions 

(FESTU). 

TIKA has delivered the FESTU headquarters in Mogadishu, which is now named “Union 

House”, a modern office furniture, equipped with computers, printers, LCD projectors, 

scanners, and photocopiers. 

Supported by the Turkish Trade Unions Confederation (HAK-IS), the project is strengthening 

established partnership and cooperation between FESTU and HAK-IS to build for and 

empower Somali workers and their unions with the ability to effectively execute their 

mandates.  

At the inauguration ceremony of the fully equipped trade union offices, FESTU General 

Secretary Omar Faruk Osman very sincerely thanked the TIKA and Turkish Embassy in 

Mogadishu for seeing the need to build a strong trade union institution as genuine 

contribution to workers in Somalia’s post-war reconstruction effort. 

“To our sister federation HAK-IS and TIKA, we are beholden by your authentic solidarity, valid 

assistance and effectiveness in delivering concrete actions to help build workers’ institution 

in this country,” said Osman. 

“The value of sunrise is only known to people who were in the dark. We, the members of 

FESTU, know the value of this invaluable support. We know the real friends of this trade 

union movement whom we cherish and appreciate to the core,” added Osman. 
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The Ambassador of Turkey to Somalia, H.E. Olgan Bekar has saluted FESTU and TIKA for the 

successful partnership to magnificently create conducive working environment for Somali 

trade unions, and reiterated the commitment to help facilitate the cooperation between 

HAK-IS and FESTU to further develop to reach higher heights. 

Turkey is contented to invest in this important trade unions program as part of infrastructure 

projects that TIKA has been implementing across the country for both government 

institutions and civil society organisations, said Ambassador Bekar. 

Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Affairs of Somalia Hon Abdiasis Salah Arman has today 

commended the government of Turkey for its substantial support in providing the Somali 

people with multifaceted support. 

“A nation is strong when its civic organisations are strong. We thank Turkey for providing 

this timely support to the workers of Somalia and the federation that voice the rights 

demand of workers in this country and beyond. Today we are present for real empowerment 

of trade unions and we encourage FESTU to effectively make use of this support” said the 

Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Affairs. 

President of HAK-IS, Mahmut Arslan, has amiably affirmed that HAK-IS is proud to have 

supported the initiative to institutionally capacitate FESTU so that workers’ clout and validity 

are reassured in Somalia as the country is rebuilding, and further emphasised to sustain 

boosted cooperation with FESTU. 

The Union House will be the offices and the operating base of FESTU and four of its affiliated 

sector unions, and will certainly grant an enabling environment for Somali trade unions to 

function successfully. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159081/turkish_aid_agency_provides_moder

n_office_furniture_equipment_to_workers_headquarters.aspx 

EUTM - SOMALIA 15/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 7

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159081/turkish_aid_agency_provides_modern_office_furniture_equipment_to_workers_headquarters.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159081/turkish_aid_agency_provides_modern_office_furniture_equipment_to_workers_headquarters.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159081/turkish_aid_agency_provides_modern_office_furniture_equipment_to_workers_headquarters.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159081/turkish_aid_agency_provides_modern_office_furniture_equipment_to_workers_headquarters.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/world/africa/eritreas-president-arrives-in-

ethiopia-for-3-day-visit 
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Aid organizations urge swift measures to support displaced Ethiopians  

Saturday July 14, 2018 - Various international aid 

organizations have called for swift measures to support 

internally displaced people in Ethiopia, mainly due to 

inter-communal clashes over the past few months. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is the 

latest international organ to express its concern on Friday, saying that over 800,000 

internally displaced people are living without adequate shelter and safe sanitation in 

Ethiopia. According to IOM, the situation has resulted in "a worsening humanitarian 

situation further exacerbated by cold, wet weather brought on by the rainy season." Clashes 

last month between communities along the border of two Ethiopian regions, the Southern 

Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples' Region (SNNPR) and Oromia Region, forced hundreds of 

thousands of people to flee their homes.According to data collected through IOM's 

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), there were already 1.7 million people displaced 

throughout Ethiopia mostly due to drought and subsequent floods before the latest 

movements.  

Thousands of people are crammed into overcrowded collective centers unfit for human 

habitation, according to IOM's statement. 

Others sleep outside on dirt floors with nothing more than a tarpaulin to shield them from 

the cold and rain, and open fire cooking in congested buildings, poor sanitation and cold 

weather are all contributing to a worsening environment, according to the statement. 

The United Nations and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) also on 

Thursday indicated their concern over the condition of IDPs in the East African country. 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said Thursday that while new measures to bring 

unity and reconciliation under the leadership of Ethiopia's Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed have 
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spurred great enthusiasm, the impact of inter-communal tensions presents a challenge for 

the new leadership. 

Nearly 1 million people are displaced and require urgent help, especially during this rainy 

season, the secretary-general added. 

The UN's Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) also on Thursday released 15 million U.S. 

dollars to urgently scale up humanitarian assistance to people affected by escalating inter-

communal violence in Ethiopia. 

CERF's allocation is said to enable humanitarian partners to scale up life-saving assistance in 

support of the government-led response. ICRC's assessment team leader, Shirin Hanafieh, 

also on Thursday said that "people are struggling to live in anything resembling basic 

dignity." "This crisis is completely off the radar of the international community and the 

consequences of this neglect could be dire," Hanafieh said. "If humanitarian assistance is not 

scaled up quickly, people will be at risk of malnutrition and disease outbreaks, especially as 

the rainy season sets in."  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159072/aid_organizations_urge_swift_measur

es_to_support_displaced_ethiopians.aspx 
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Kenyans relieved after Wajir and Mandera trend for health, not al Shabaab  

Saturday July 14, 2018 

Wajir and Mandera trended on Twitter on Friday and it 

was not because of a terror attack.These two are 

among counties most targeted by al Shabaab terrorists 

who aim at civilians and police. They have been 

attacking Kenya since troops went to Somalia as part of 

the African Union peacekeeping mission. 

Otieno Mfalme said he thought al Shabaab had attacked a police station or on non-local 

teachers. "Wajir and Mandera are fine and trending positively. Congratulations,” he said, 

adding he was glad he was wrong Non-local teachers in counties have been killed in several 

attacks in the past raising concerns about security. 

There was a fierce debate by officials including Knut Secretary General Wilson Sossion, 

Interior CS Fred Matiang'i, outgoing Salaries and Remuneration Commission chair Sarah 

Serem and MPs. 

The counties trended today because of a polio vaccination campaign, the grand goal being 

to eradicate the disease by the end of 2018. Immunisation will go on until July 15 in the two 

counties and Nairobi, Kajiado, Machakos, Kiambu, Garissa, Isiolo, Meru, Lamu, Kitui and Tana 

River as well. 

The terrorists have also left Kenya scarred with gruesome attacks on quarry workers. In 

Lamu, they live in the vast Boni Forest, which they flee into after staging attacks.The 

government once considered bombing the forest to flush out the militants but activists and 

some residents said the forest was important for livelihoods and conservation purposes. 

Bombing, they said, will not permanently solve the problem. Better healthcare is just one of 

the primary needs for counties in parts of Kenya including northeastern. The country has 
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plenty to do to change the narrative, as noted by Twitter user Lee Makwiny. "We must 

change the narrative to a positive one," he said as the discussion went on in the morning. 

The government's options include securing the counties, ensuring food security, developing 

infrastructure, taking steps to mitigate the effects of natural disasters such as floods and 

celebrating their cultures, as was the case in Turkana. 

During the 11th Marsabit-Lake Turkana Cultural Festival, Deputy President William Ruto 

promised medical equipment, Sh30,000 grants and loan facilities for all technical training 

college students, Sh230 million to rural electrification in Marsabit and the construction of 

several roads. 

Following a survey by Ernst & Young in 2016, it was said that: "Overall, the narrative of 'Africa 

rising' is real and promising. Nonetheless, future prospects will be highly dependent on the 

decisions and actions of today, and especially those relating to the quality of governance." 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159071/kenyans_relieved_after_wajir_and_m

andera_trend_for_health_not_al_shabaab.aspx 
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