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Somalia: Al-Shabaab Publicly Executes Two Men for Killing 

The Al Qaeda-linked Al-Shabaab militants have publicly executed two Somali men accused 

of murdering a local pastoralist in southern Somalia. 

Al-Shabaab has announced the execution which took place in Jilib district in middle Jubba 

region on Sunday through a statement posted on its affiliated media outlets. 

The executed men who were identified as Gabow Yare Ibrahim, 36, and Mohamed Bashir 

Abdi, 29, have been found guilty of killing Guudle Aden Hassan near Jilib, an Al-Shabab main 

bastion. 

This was the latest in a string of executions in the areas under the militant group Al-Shabab 

in the south and central Somalia in the past few years. 

Somali forces along with their African Union and American allies pushed Al-Shabab swathes 

of territory in the country, including Mogadishu since 2011 following series of offensives. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807160514.html 
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Somalia: NISA Chief Suspends His Two Deputies 

The commander-in-chief of Somalia's National Intelligence and Security Agency, known as 

[NISA], Hussein Osman Hussein has suspended two of his deputies on Monday. 

In a decree from his office, NISA boss indicated that he sent home Abdalla Abdalla Mohamed 

and Abdikadir Mohamed Nor after considering the security challenges in the spy agency. 

Hussein has not revealed the reason behind the suspension of the two powerful officials but 

the decision comes after Al-Shabaab carried out series of explosions in Mogadishu the recent 

few weeks. 

There were no replacements announced in the statement by NISA commander. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807160741.html 
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German nurse abducted by armed men in Somalia 

July 16, 2018 MOGADISHU (AFP) – Armed men abducted a German nurse working for the 

International Committee of the Red Cross on Wednesday (May 2) evening from a compound 

in Somalia‘s capital Mogadishu, the aid group said on Thursday. “We are deeply concerned 

about the safety of our colleague,” said Mr Daniel O‘Malley, ICRC‘s deputy Somalia head. 

“She is a nurse who was working every day to save lives and improve the health of some of 

Somalia‘s most vulnerable people.” 

The Red Cross said the attack happened around 8pm local time when unidentified armed 

men entered its compound in Mogadishu, adding it is “in with various authorities to try and 

secure her release”. People working for the Red Cross in Somalia told AFP the gunmen 

appeared to have evaded the compound‘s security guards and snuck the nurse out through 

a back entrance into a waiting vehicle. A government security officer said investigations were 

underway. “We have received information indicating a female western staff member was 

kidnapped from the ICRC office in Mogadishu,” said Mr Abdirahman Mohamed. The 

abduction is the second attack on ICRC employees in Somalia in just over a week. 

Mr Abdulhafid Yusuf Ibrahim, a Somali national who had worked for the group for only five 

months, died on March 25 after an improvised bomb exploded beneath his car as he left the 

ICRC office. Unlike many other international aid agencies working in Somalia, the ICRC does 

not base itself within the well-defended perimeter of Mogadishu‘s airport, which is 

protected by African Union soldiers. The airport acts as the city‘s “Green Zone” housing 

foreign embassies and the United Nations, which coordinates the humanitarian and political 

responses to Somalia‘s crises. 

Germany‘s Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, who is visiting Ethiopia and Tanzania this week, 

told journalists in Addis Ababa he would not comment “on any hostage cases”. “I have deep 

respect for all people, especially people from Germany, working abroad in order to help 

others,” Mr Maas added. Somalia, which collapsed into civil war in 1991 and has been the 

site of an Al-Qaeda-linked Islamist insurgency since 2006, is one of the most dangerous 

countries for aid workers, but abductions remain relatively unusual. 
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In the past, foreigners, including journalists and aid workers, have been kidnapped by armed 

gangs or Al-Shabaab militants and held for ransom, sometimes for years at a time. Terrorist 

bombings and assassinations are common and frequently claimed by Al-Shabaab, which is 

fighting to overthrow the internationally backed government in Mogadishu. 

International aid agencies, including the independent Switzerland-based ICRC, provide 

healthcare and other basic services in the war-torn country and are regarded as supporters 

of the government by Al-Shabaab and as a ready source of income by other militants and 

armed gangs. On Tuesday, a local employee of the World Health Organisation (WHO) was 

shot in Mogadishu. 

The WHO said in a statement on Wednesday it was “shocked and saddened” by the killing 

of Ms Mariam Abdullahi Mohamed, “a dedicated frontline worker”. Between 2008 and 2012, 

piracy off the coast of Somalia became a big business, with crew members and their ships 

held for million-dollar ransoms, but in recent years, attacks have become rare. 

Gradually improving stability in Somalia allowed the holding of limited elections in 2016, but 

insecurity remains widespread. In October, Somalia suffered its deadliest-ever bombing, 

with over 500 people killed in an attack blamed on Al-Shabaab. 

https://mtlnewsjournal.com/german-nurse-abducted-by-armed-men-in-somalia/98757/ 
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Southwest State Forces Rescue Ten Abducted Locals From Al-Shabaab 

15 July 2018 

Southwest State forces have freed 10 locals, who were reportedly kidnapped by Al-Shabaab 

fighters, in southern Somalia. Somali government and the Human Rights Watch had 

previously accused the group of forcing locals to join its armed struggle. Speaking to the 

media, Shine Moalim Nuriyow, a military commander in Diinsoor town, said that the state’s 

forces rescued the locals from Al-Shabaab controlled area in Bay region. 

According to Nuriyow, the operation took place in a locality, 75 km outside Diinsoor town: 

“We rescued ten people from Al-Shabaab fighters. Some of the rescued people were forced 

by Al-Shabaab to pay money or AK47 weapons and face imprisonment,” the commander 

said. He said government forces had killed four fighters in the operation after the group 

attempted to resist. “After we rescued the locals, some of Al-Shabaab fighters tried to block 

our way but we defeated them, four of them were killed,” Nuriyow said. No comment was 

immediately available from the Al-Shabaab group on the incident. 

The operation comes just six months after Somali troops stormed a school run by Al-Shabab 

and rescued 32 children who had been taken as recruits by the group. Al-Shabaab, which 

has been fighting the Somali military for over a decade, wants to overthrow the Somali 

government. The group carries out deadly attacks against the Somali government and its 

troops 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-16-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Engage Al-Shabaab In Dialogue, Somali Government Told 

16 July 2018 

Former Minister of Internal Security in President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud’s government has 

called on the Federal Government to open dialogue with Al-Shabaab, noting that fighting 

only cannot win the war against the militia group. Abdirizak Omar, who is now a Member of 

Parliament and member of the Parliamentary Security Committee, said the previous 

government had initiated negotiations with Al-Shabaab during the last year of Hassan 

Sheikh’s presidency: “During my tenure as Security minister, we started a dialogue with Al-

Shabaab. I would wish to encourage the current government to continue with the talks that 

we initiated/ We cannot only use military means to fight the Al-Shabaab threat, it is also 

important to dialogue with them., said, former Minister. Al-Shabaab has previously and 

repeatedly refused to negotiate with the Somali government, maintaining foreign forces 

must first leave the country for such talks to materialize. 

Hon. Abdirizak Omar has separately criticized government security agencies, pointing out 

that the current arrangement to secure the city is not working according to plan: “During my 

time at the ministry, we installed a camera at 48 junctions in the city and now I hear some 

of the cameras are currently not working. It seems we are reluctant in using modern 

technology and intelligence techniques. You will think the NISA operates like the military and 

not like an intelligence agency.” added former Minister. 

Abdirizak Omar Mohamed has lately been critical of the NISA security agency following a 

series of attacks by Al-Shabaab. Despite his criticism, it is widely remembered that during his 

tenure as Internal Security Minister, similar attacks by Al-Shabaab were equally common in 

Mogadishu. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-16-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali partnership forum opens in Brussels  

Monday July 16 2018 - The Somali Partnership Forum, a 

major conference on the Horn-of Africa state, has opened 

in Brussels, Belgium. 

The two-day forum is jointly chaired by the Somali 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed Farmajo and the European Union Foreign Affairs 

Chief Federica Magherini. The meeting is a follow up to the earlier conferences in London 

and Mogadishu, respectively in May and December 2017. Economic recovery - The Brussels 

meeting is focusing on the Horn of Africa country’s security stabilisation, political 

development, economic recovery and humanitarian issues.  

The Somali government is expected to report on the development strides made since the 

London conference. Reports also indicate that there would be three side meetings on 

investment, the internally displaced peoples and the role of women in Somalia’s peace 

building. Financial institutions - Apart from President Farmajo and his aides, the Somali 

delegation also includes representatives from the federal republic of Puntland, Galmudug, 

Jubaland, Southwest and Hirshabelle. There is also a large representation from the Somali 

business community and the civil society. 

International investors, financial institutions (chiefly the World Bank and the International 

Monetary Fund –IMF) and international NGOs are also expected to participate in the side 

meetings. Somaliland, a breakaway region that unilaterally declared independence from the 

rest of Somalia in 1991, has not sent a representation. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Somali-partnership-forum-opens-in-

Brussels/4552908-4665964-13eo8t6/index.html 
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At Partnership Forum, UN officials highlights need for continued support for 

Somalia  

16 July 2018 

Peace and Security - Speaking at the first day of the Somalia Partnership Forum in Brussels 

on Monday, senior United Nations officials commended the country’s government for its 

efforts in political reform, security, economic development, and recovery and humanitarian 

assistance – while flagging the need for further progress and international support for these 

efforts. 

UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo praised Somalia’s 

leadership for the steps it has taken in developing a political roadmap for inclusive politics, 

especially with regard to preparations leading to the 'one person, one vote' elections in 

2020-2021, and advances in its constitutional review process. 

“The Federal Government of Somalia would need to continue its efforts in building 

constructive relations with all those who would benefit from its leadership: the federal 

Parliament, Federal Member States, political groups and civil society,” said Ms. DiCarlo. 

“This will ultimately help to stabilize the political environment, achieve further progress and 

strengthen Somalia’s resilience against pressures that risk undermining its unity,” she added. 

The Horn of Africa country is facing a range of political, developmental, security and 

humanitarian challenges as it rebuilds after decades of armed conflict and climate-related 

shocks.  

Taking place in the Belgian capital, the two-day Forum also spotlighted the importance of 

supporting a nationally-owned and led reconciliation processes. 
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Ms. DiCarlo noted that further progress is needed to strengthen the constitutional, legal and 

institutional foundations of the Somali Federal State, including allocation of powers and 

resource sharing. 

“Despite the challenges that may arise, it is critical that these processes are conducted in an 

inclusive, consensual manner to ensure ownership by the Somali people,” she said, adding 

that the UN is committed to advancing inclusive politics in Somalia. 

“We are providing technical, financial and logistical support, and we strongly support 

nationally-owned and -led reconciliation processes, including the national reconciliation 

framework,” Ms. DiCarlo concluded. 

In his remarks, UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia Michael Keating 

encouraged the international community to “keep Somalia on the agenda,” and noted that 

the inclusive approach in Somali politics needs to be extended to building national security 

in an effort to build trust. 

“I cannot commend the Government enough for its commitment to a genuinely holistic 

approach, to recognizing that it is not only about military and operations, it’s also about 

building institutions, rule of law, accountable local governance, reconciliation and 

countering violent extremism,” he said. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/07/1014872 
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Al-Shabaab: Who are the East African jihadi group and what are their goals? 

Al-Shabaab is the deadliest jihadi group in sub-Saharan Africa, largely operating in Somalia 

but known for brutal attacks on neighbouring Kenya. 

Founded in 2006, the group – whose name translates from Arabic as the “The Youth” or 

“Mujahideen Youth Movement” – began as the militant arm of the Islamic Courts Union 

(ICU), an alliance of hard-line Sharia courts in southern Somalia who sought to rival the 

Transitional Federal Parliament for control of the country. Al-Shabaab has long since spun 

off from the ICU and aims to overthrow the Western-backed successor Federal Parliament 

on its own, carrying out vicious suicide bombing attacks and other acts of brutality against 

“enemies of Islam” among the Horn of Africa’s Christian and Sufi Muslim population. 

Committed to ultra-conservative Wahhabi Islam, al-Shabaab intends to run Somalia in 

accordance with strict Sharia principles. 

Al-Shabaab initially won popular support by pledging to bring security to a nation that has 

not had a stable government in 20 years, before losing face when its rejection of 

international aid made tough conditions worse for their people when the land was struck by 

drought and famine in 2011. Al-Shabaab was driven out of Mogadishu that same year by 

troops from the African Union – a military alliance comprised of soldiers from Uganda, 

Kenya, Ethiopia and Burundi – and out of the port city of Kismayo in 2012, a huge blow since 

its cut from the charcoal trade through the docks had been a key source of income. 

The group has been affiliated with al-Qaeda since 2012 when its previous leader, Ahmed 

Abdi Godane, pledged “obedience” to his counterpart Ayman al-Zawahiri in 2012. Gobdane 

was subsequently killed in a US drone strike and al-Shabaab is now led by Ahmad Umar, also 

known as Abu Ubaidah. He has between 7,000 and 9,000 foot soldiers at his command. The 

militia is also thought to have ties to al-Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb and Boko Haram in Algeria 

and Nigeria respectively. 
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Al-Shabaab does not have links with Isis, however, having rejected them, a decision that 

caused a rift among its ranks and led to the formation of a splinter faction, Jabha East Africa, 

which recognises Isis leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, as the “rightful Khalifa of all Muslims”. 

Having brought carnage to the region over the last decade, al-Shabaab is now recognised as 

a terrorist organisation by the UK, the US, Norway, Australia, New Zealand and the UAE. 

One of its earliest atrocities was the bombing of a restaurant in Kampala, Uganda, on 11 July 

2010, designed to coincide with the Fifa World Cup Final between Spain and the 

Netherlands, revenge for Uganda’s operations against it as part of the African Union. 

Seventy-four people were killed watching the game that night. Kenya has been the victim of 

the majority of al-Shabaab’s assaults outside of Somalia, notably the attack on Nairobi’s 

upmarket Westgate shopping centre in 2013 that killed 62 civilians, five soldiers and four 

masked gunmen and in which British jihadi Samantha Lewthwaite, fancifully nicknamed the 

White Widow, was rumoured to have been involved. 

The Islamists have also targeted the resort town of Mpeketoni, teachers travelling by coach, 

quarry workers and the country’s Garissa University, where 148 were killed in 2015, most of 

whom were Christian students identified among the 700 taken hostage. When the group 

ambushed another bus travelling south from Mandera to Nairobi later that same year, their 

attempt to employ the same tactic was frustrated when the passengers refused to comply 

with orders that they divide into Christian and Muslim groups, an act of brave defiance that 

meant the death toll from the incident was reduced to two. 

The group also targeted a Kenyan military base near El Adde in Somalia in January 2016, 

killing 180 soldiers. Vehicles burn at the scene of a massive explosion in front of Safari Hotel 

in the Somali capital Mogadishu (EPA)  

Unquestionably its worst attack was the suicide truck bombing it carried out outside 

Mogadishu’s Safari Hotel on 14 October 2017, the most devastating in Somalia’s history, 

which destroyed several nearby blocks and left 587 people dead and 316 injured among the 

rubble. 

This was followed by a 12-hour siege at the Nasa-Hablod hotel in the same city two weeks 

later, when 25 more were killed after a car bomb blew open the resort’s gates and damaged 
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the three-storey building, allowing gunmen to enter. A mother and her three children, one 

of whom was a baby, were shot in the head during the incident. 

In its attempts to enforce fundamentalist religious law, al-Shabaab has become notorious 

for stoning “sinners” to death. Mother-of-eight Habiba Isak, 30, was executed in this manner 

in the town of Sakow in October 2017 after being accused of being unfaithful to her husband, 

as was Shukri Abdullahi, 30, in Lower Shabelle five months later, charged with bigamy. The 

group has also severed the hands of thieves and carried out beheadings in the pursuit of 

“justice”. 

Al-Shabaab’s most recent attacks took the form of a car bomb detonated outside of 

parliament in Mogadishu in March this year and another outside the interior ministry four 

months later, the latter seeing civil servants leap from windows to escape the gun battle 

raging within its corridors. Thirteen died in the two incidents together. All this is of extra 

concern to the international community given that Somalia’s inexperienced domestic 

security forces are due to assume control of the country’s peacekeeping responsibilities 

from the 21,000-strong African Union by 2020. 

The US, which retains 500 troops in Somalia, is particularly anxious about the imminent 

changing of the guard. One of the strangest aspects of the group’s outlook is its commitment 

to environmental issues. Al-Shabaab recently made headlines for prohibiting single-use 

plastic bags on the grounds that they represent “a threat to people and livestock”, an 

announcement made through its main propaganda outlet Radio Andalus, broadcasting in 

Somali, Arabic, Swahili and English. 

Al-Shabaab has previously spoken out against Somalia’s logging industry for toppling rare 

trees and denounced Barack Obama for his failure to do more to tackle climate change 

during his time in office, leading the group to be mocked, with gallows humour, as East 

Africa’s “eco-friendly jihadis”. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/al-shabaab-who-africa-terror-

group-jihadi-group-somalia-islamist-a8449201.html 
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Somaliland Farmers Distressed By Insects Destroying Crops In Salahley 

16 July 2018 

Harvests from 550 farms in Salahley, 80 km south of Somaliland’s capital Hargeisa, have been 

destroyed by pests. The crops were planted in April and May when the Gu seasonal rains 

resumed in Salahley, after the long period of drought. Mustafe Abdiqadir, an expert working 

with a German international organization (GIZ), said the pests included in particular the 

Tomato Leafminer, which originated in Peru, and might have been imported with produce 

coming from Europe. He said this insect is resistant to chemicals available but farmers should 

plant coriander and fenugreek in the fields to fend them off. 

Omar Warsame Nur, whose farm has been affected by the pests, has a large family of 17 

children and two wives. They depend on the farm for a living. He planted tomatoes, 

muskmelons, maize and beans using $1,500 he borrowed from the money transfer company 

Dahabshil when it began raining. Omar said he used the money to cultivate the field and pay 

the labourers.  He expected to reap the harvest between the end of June and early July, but 

it was all destroyed. He is worried about how to find the $220 to pay his six workers. Omar 

has very high hopes from the farm this year, and expects to make $5,000 from the sale of 

the produce. This is equivalent to what he made all of last year. He told Radio Ergo this is the 

worst turndown he has suffered since he started farming 30 years ago. 

The head of the farmers association in Salahley, Hamud Abdilahi Ismail, estimated that the 

pests have destroyed $150,000 worth of food. He said farmers have really lost hope now. 

“The people have been recovering from prolonged drought. We have tried different ways to 

enhance the productivity of the farms, but nothing worked. We have sprayed different 

chemicals on the crops but nothing has changed,” he said. 

Dahir Osman Guled has abandoned his four hectare farm where he planted tomatoes and 

maize. Over the last four months he used to wake up early to attend to the crops. He had 

invested $400, which he borrowed from his brothers working in Hargeisa. Dahir and his six 

children have always depended on the farm produce. He now needs to find $300 that went 
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into preparing his field. He described it as the worst loss since he started working on this 

farm seven years ago. Last year, he earned $2,300 in profit from his farm. Abdirisaq 

Muhumed Gabobe, the coordinator of the agriculture ministry in Maroodi-Jeh, told Radio 

Ergo that they are aware of the Tomato Leafminer and its destruction.  They have sent 

experts to survey the farms after receiving numerous complaints from the local farmers. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-16-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Communique by political parties on Somali Partnership Forum Brussels 16-17 

July 2018 

Posted on July 16  

Communique | July 15, 2018 Mogadishu, Somalia |  Somali political parties of Wadajir, Daljir, 

Kulan and Horusocod Caucus have convened a two day meeting prior to the Brussels 

gathering on 16-17 July 2018 to assess and evaluate progress made by the Federal 

government on the comprehensive approach to security (CAS) including Security Sector 

Reform, National Security Architecture agreed in London by Somalia and its International 

Partners on April 2017, transition plan for AMISOM exit by 2020 and agreed in London on 

December 2017. Additionally, the political parties deliberated on the political instability, the 

polarization of FMS by the FGS, the implementation of political programs such as the 

completion of the constitutional review process, the electoral model that will lead to one 

person one vote and a new political dispensation beyond 2020. Furthermore, an assessment 

were made on the reconciliation efforts and holding discussions with Somaliland by the FGS. 

Similarly, the government’s fight against corruption was debated and human rights issues 

were reviewed during the two days conference; 

1. We condemn in the strongest term the latest attack on government institutions and 

civilians by alshabaab, which culminated the death of many innocent civilians in a span of 

one week. We deplore the closure of the city of Mogadishu and urge the government to 

reopen the major roads in the city of Mogadishu as they are detrimental to the lives of 

residents of the city of Mogadishu, excessive roadblocks and closures have not brought 

about peace and security but have negatively affected the trade and business of the city as 

well as its security and severely limited people’s movement, particularly women and the 

elderly. 

2. We are gravely concerned on oppressing freedom of expression, closure of political space 

and denying political opponents to hold public gatherings in Mogadishu in violation of 
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articles (18,19, 20) of the provisional constitution and the use of excessive and undue force 

against political opponents. 

3. Expressing grave concern regarding the widening conflict between the Federal 

Government and Federal Member States, which emanates from the Federal Governments’ 

centralist views on jurisdictional power between the centre and periphery contrary to the 

provisional constitution. 

4. Expressing our grave concern of the Federal Governments flagrant violation of intervening 

the domestic affairs of Jubaland, of a particular concern is its appointment of sector 

commander to sector 43 without consulting with Jubaland State in violation of article 20 of 

the National Security Architecture. 

5. Expressing of deep concern on the domino effect the dispute between GCC is having on 

security and political instability on Somalia, particularly reports where the FGS is getting 

Millions of dollars that undermine the stability, rule of law and democratic institutions as 

such activities perpetuate violent conflicts throughout Somalia. 

6. Express our deep concern at the utter failure of the Federal Government of Somalia 

leadership to condemn and bring to an end to the hostilities between Somaliland and 

Puntland. 

7. We deplore on the aid and development sanctions imposed on Somaliland by the Federal 

Government and urge the FGS to restore the special status arrangement for Somaliland in a 

spirit of compromise and brotherhood. 

8. Cognizant of the importance of judiciary reform, we are deeply concerned of the illegal 

sacking of the chief justice of the high court, chief justice of appeal court and chief justice of 

the Banadir regional court in violation of the provisional constitution and urge the federal 

government to reconstitute immediately the judicial service commission and the 

constitution court as stipulated by the provisional constitution. 

9. We strongly condemn the Federal government for opposing the planned Banadir National 

conference on the formation of Banadir government on January 28, 2018. We urge the FGS 
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to immediately provide roadmap for the establishment of Banadir regional 

council/parliament and immediately reconvene the conference. 

10. We urge the Federal Member States to hold election on time and avoid delaying the 

regional parliamentary elections and presidential elections for the purpose of getting a 

winning leverage over their opponents. 

11. We urge the leadership of the Federal Government of Somalia to commit to hold a multi-

party universal election in 2020 in a timely manner. We warn the FGS of any attempt to 

postpone the one-person one vote beyond 2020 and urge the FGS not to hinder, and 

intervene the work of the National Independent Electoral commission by establishing 

parallel process to duplicate the work of the Electoral Commission. 

12. We call on all partners in the spirit of mutual accountability to ensure that the necessary 

resources for the electoral process, including those related to voter registration scheduled 

in 2019 by the National Independent Electoral Commission (NIEC) and political party support 

are mobilized in a timely manner commensurate with the agreement of key political 

benchmarks that are necessary to ensure an inclusive and credible process. 

13. We welcome the Somali National Constitutional Convention held in Mogadishu on 13-15 

may 2018, which set the tone and pace for the constitutionally mandated institution to 

refocus and prioritize both the substantive interventions and also the timelines necessary 

for the completion of the CRP by December 2018. 

14. Cognizant of the importance of stabilizing the political space, in fighting corruption, 

promoting transparency, and building an enabling environment for accountable, 

transparent and effective institutions and processes at all levels. We encourage the 

legislative and executive branches to accelerate the efforts in taking visible and consistent 

measures to protect the integrity and accountability of the management of public finances 

as well as to advance the legal and institutional framework to stamp out corruption, 

including through the timely adoption of the Law on the Anti-Corruption Commission and 

call on international community to support their efforts. We also urge the Federal 

Government of Somalia to declare any cash payment budgetary support by friendly 

countries. 
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15. We express deep concerns about the escalation of tension in Tukaraq in the Sool region. 

We call on both the Somaliland and Puntland administration to immediately cease 

hostilities, engage in political dialogue and allow unconditional humanitarian access. 

16. We urge the FGS and Somaliland administration to resume dialogue as early as possible 

to seek a peaceful resolution to their differences. We call on Somalia’s leaders at federal and 

state levels to demonstrate a spirit of compromise, unity and brotherhood. 17. We are 

gravely concerned of the Mogadishu stabilization forces known as (Xasilinta) as such force 

requires legislative act for its establishment and its existence clearly contradicts with article 

126 of the provisional constitution. We equally, deplore the purported Peoples Defense 

Force (PDF) its existence is entirely unconstitutional and is merely established to intimidate 

and oppress freedom of expression and association 

18. Cognizant of the strategic direction for transition as set out in the Transition Plan, which 

defines transitions as the emergence of effective Somali security Institution, including in 

areas where AMISOM has not had a presence, as well as the gradual handover of 

responsibility from AMISOM towards increased Somali ownership for its citizens’ security. 

We welcome that this strategic approach not only includes military and policing activities, 

but is equally focused on reconciliation, stabilization, strengthening governance, the rule of 

law, respect for human rights, protection of civilians, including women and girls and 

prevention and countering of violent extremism. We are deeply concerned of the deferral 

of the Mogadishu Stadium handover to Somali security Forces to February 2019. 

19. WE underscore the urgency of an inclusive and gender responsive security sector and 

urge all security sector institution to expeditiously develop and launch their respective 

gender strategy as stipulated in the security Pact. 

20. We welcome the FGS’s efforts to engage with leaders of armed groups and disengaged 

fighters who openly choose the path of peace and commitment to long-term reconciliation 

to eradicate the drivers of radicalization. And urge the FGS to continue its support in interim 

care, rehabilitation, release and community reintegration of defectors. In this regard, we 

urge that particular attention be paid to children associated with armed conflict who should 

be treated primarily as victims and provided the necessary support and care to be able to 

reintegrate into society. 
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21. We commend the significant achievements by FGS and the FMS in recently reaching 

historical Fisheries Revenue Sharing, Petroleum, and Mining Agreements. We encourage the 

full implementation of these agreements, including the passing of necessary legislation and 

encourage transparent and accountable management of Somalia’s natural resources. These 

undertaking will enable Somalia’s economy to generate significant revenue. 

22. We encourage the FGS and FMS to engage in transparent and accountable management 

of Somalia’s natural resources for the benefit of all Somalis. We urge the Federal 

Government not to open up bid rounds and exploration licenses before the National Oil 

Company & petroleum authority is established as stipulated by the Somali petroleum law of 

2008. 

23. We express our grave concern on violations of International Humanitarian Law, 

Humanitarian Principles, Human Rights Law and the protection of civilians, including women 

and young girls and boys throughout the territory and by all armed groups under their 

control. We deplore the basic human right violations by the FGS such as arrest and detention 

of politicians, extrajudicial killings of dissents, unlawful arrest and detention of innocent 

civilians. We commend on EU parliament resolution acknowledging on human right 

violations committed by the FGS as well as violations on freedom of expression, association 

and assembly. 

http://www.qaranimo.com/news/2018/07/16/communique-by-political-parties-on-somali-

partnership-forum-brussels-16-17-july-2018/ 
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Deepening Military Ties Solidify China’s Ambitions in Africa  

Monday July 16, 2018 

In late June, top military officials from Mali, Sierra Leone, South Sudan and dozens of other 

African countries gathered to discuss defense strategies and security threats. The meeting 

didn’t take place in a major African city, but thousands of kilometers away, in Beijing, China. 

The occasion was the inaugural China-Africa Defense and Security Forum, a high-profile 

showcase of expanding military partnerships hosted by China’s Ministry of National Defense.  

The forum, which concluded July 11, solidifies China’s standing as a key security partner for 

Africa and coincides with a raft of economic and political moves that have deepened its 

involvement across the continent. 

Ideology, economics, politics - Paul Nantulya, a research associate at the Africa Center for 

Strategic Studies who focuses on China-Africa relations and security, told VOA that China’s 

military involvement in Africa blends ideology, economics and politics. China’s presence on 

the continent dates back to the liberation struggles of the 1960s, when it supported anti-

colonial and anti-apartheid movements in South Africa, Algeria, Sudan and other countries 

based on what Nantulya called “ideological concerns.” 

When former Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping came to power in the late 1970s, unprecedented 

reforms set the stage for China’s ascent as an economic powerhouse. China’s new global 

posture influenced its engagement in Africa, Nantulya said, bringing economic and political 

layers to relationships that had previously been one-dimensional. 

“The military engagement that China has on the continent has become much more complex 

than merely just an extension of its ideological concerns,” Nantulya said. 

“Increasingly, we’re also beginning to see military-to-military exchanges between African 

countries and China, and these exchanges cover a whole range of issues, from peacekeeping 
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to disaster response, to military building, army building, professional military education,” he 

added. “So, it’s a much bigger portfolio.” Clear goals - African military officials at the defense 

forum told CGTV, a Chinese state-run broadcaster, that they have well-defined expectations 

of their partnerships with China. 

“What we require from China, which is made very clear, is for them to provide us with the 

partnership, with the support, with the expertise, with the technical capability, with the 

capacity-building, with infrastructure, for us to be able to do the job ourselves,” said Lt. Gen. 

Masanneh Nyuku Kinteh of the Gambia Armed Forces. 

But if African nations see in China a strategic partner, China sees, at least in part, potential 

customers. That’s because China is a major player in the global weapons supply chain, 

Nantulya said, and it’s looking for markets. Chinese manufacturers have used their growing 

presence in Africa, along with generous government subsidies, to produce military hardware 

that’s both cheaper and easier to maintain than their competitors. 

Whereas Western countries focus on heavy hardware — jets, tanks, rockets — China’s niche 

has long been small arms, including pistols and AK-47 assault rifles, Nantulya said. They sell 

these, along with ammunition, bullet-proof armor and unmanned aerial vehicles, not just to 

African militaries but also to police and intelligence forces. 

One example of a close arms relationship is with Sudan, a country whose military industry 

China helped develop. Algeria, Mozambique and Zimbabwe also import many Chinese arms. 

And that portfolio is becoming more diverse, including tank deals and accompanying 

technical training with South Sudan and Uganda, Nantulya said. 

Party-to-party - China’s military engagements span the continent, from traditional partners 

such as Angola, Libya and Tanzania, to more recent relationships with Kenya, Ethiopia and 

Djibouti. 

In each case, China seeks to strengthen its military-to-military connections with party-to-

party ties, Nantulya said. “China invites officials of these ruling parties in these different 

countries to Beijing. This is a program that is run by the [Central] Party School,” he added, 

referring to the institution that trains officials for the country’s Communist Party. Through 
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this year-round program, China promotes its ideologies and large-scale initiatives, combining 

political propaganda with defense strategy and tactics. 

One example in which many saw Chinese political and security interests mesh was the 

abrupt fall from power last November of Robert Mugabe, who had led Zimbabwe for 37 

years. Many analysts suspected that China played a role in what some considered a military 

coup. A visit by Constantino Chiwenga, then the chief of the military, to Beijing days before 

Mugabe was put under house arrest stoked those rumors. But shortly after Zimbabwe’s 

military seized control, Geng Shuang, a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson, told Reuters 

that the visit “was a normal military exchange.” 

Chiwenga now serves as Zimbabwe’s vice president. ‘Cult of defense’ - China casts itself as a 

different kind of partner for African countries eager to see their sovereignty respected. 

Rather than make development aid contingent on political reforms or project overt military 

power, China pursues its security goals indirectly. 

One venue that’s served as a springboard to a deepening military presence is the Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI), China’s trillion-dollar global development program, which has been the 

backdrop for many of China’s emerging relationships in Africa. 

The BRI projects, including railways, dams, ports and a sprawling new free-trade zone in 

Djibouti, have the potential to accelerate Africa’s industrialization. In many cases, they also 

entail an ongoing Chinese presence and an investment that needs protecting.  

“This is a huge — a massive — footprint,” Nantulya said. “And so China is coordinating its 

military approach to be able to secure some of those interests.” China has also become more 

involved in peacekeeping missions to expand its military footprint. 

“They’ve been much more willing to deploy peacekeepers in places like Sudan, in Darfur, 

[and in] South Sudan. They’ve been much more willing to take those kinds of risks. But those 

kinds of risks also come with demands,” Nantulya said. No-strings-attached engagement 

without political preconditions has, so far, been an effective strategy for China. But it has 

also restricted the moves China can make and how it presents itself to prospective partners. 

“China has been captive to what one would call a ‘cult of defense,’” Nantulya said. 
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That would preclude making pre-emptive strikes or other overt shows of power. China 

considers its base in Djibouti, for example, a “logistics facility.” But China is part of an elite 

group of countries that has such overseas bases. And at least one stipulation accompanies 

all its deals: Countries must sever diplomatic ties with Taiwan, a country that China considers 

its own territory. 

Equal partner? - To build solidarity, China presents itself as a developing country on par with 

partners in South Asia, Latin America and Africa. Maj. Gen. Ibrahima Dahirou Dembele from 

Mali highlighted shared interests at the Defense Forum, saying, “We are close to China both 

culturally and historically, and in facing challenges.” 

But the size of China’s economy surpasses all of Africa combined, and a recent report by The 

New York Times on a port transfer in Sri Lanka shows that China can be an aggressive 

strategic partner. In the past decade, China has embraced a more assertive stance around 

the world, Nantulya said. That’s evident in its intelligence, defense and security strategies, 

and embedded in its foreign policy. But China’s “equal partner” narrative has endured. 

During a Defense and Security Forum speech that aired on CGTV, Wei Fenghe, China’s 

national defense minister, said, “China and Africa’s countries are developing nations. It’s 

truly fair to say that we are for a community of shared future.” 

It’s a sentiment that recalls China’s ideologically driven involvement on the continent in the 

1960s and continues to resonate, despite ambitions that have become far bigger and more 

complex. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159101/deepening_military_ties_solidify_chin

a_s_ambitions_in_africa.aspx 
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Somalia and Djibouti receive €89.5 million in EU humanitarian assistance 

July 17, 2018  

Somalia and Djibouti will receive €89.5 million in European 

Union humanitarian assistance, as millions of people in the 

two countries grapple with the consequences of prolonged 

extreme weather. “The devastating effects of two years of 

drought and the recent intense flooding are taking their toll on the livelihood of millions of 

people in Somalia,” said Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 

Management Christos Stylianides. “Our aid will target the most vulnerable and provides life-

saving support to those affected by climatic shocks and internal conflict.” Out of the aid 

package, Somalia will receive €89 million in emergency assistance to reach communities 

displaced by severe drought, focussing on the prevention and treatment of malnutrition, 

water supply and livestock protection, as well as health measures against epidemics. About 

half of Somalia’s 12 million inhabitants are food insecure and in need of humanitarian 

assistance, while an estimated 1.2 million children are expected to be acutely malnourished 

during the course of 2018. 

With €119 million allocated to Somalia in 2017 alone, the EU has drastically scaled up its 

humanitarian assistance to the country, helping to avert a catastrophe similar to the 2011 

famine which resulted in 260,000 deaths. A further €500 000 will go to Djibouti to support 

the refugees in the country who are mostly fleeing the conflict in Yemen, but also from 

Somalia, Ethiopia, and Eritrea by providing water, sanitation, and protection to the 

communities living in the Ali Addeh, Hol Hol, and Markazi refugee camps. Since 2012, over 

€10 million in emergency assistance has been allocated to the country 

http://radiobanadir.com/?p=2598  
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Life in Somalia is Not a Picnic - CDF Muhoozi Warns AMISOM Soldiers 

NAKASEKE. Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) Chief of Defence Forces Gen David 

Muhoozi has warned AMISOM soldiers to live up to their expectations since life in the 

mission area is not a picnic but a mission that demands hard work and keeping keen 

adherence to rules of engagement. 

Gen Muhoozi made the remarks today (Monday) as he flagged- off both Battle Group XXV 

(BGXXV) and United Nations Guard Unit (UNGU V) at the Peace Support Operations Training 

Centre in Singo, Nakaseke District. 

“The Somalia Mission demands both discipline and sacrifice for one to be successful. 

Therefore, work hard while there and don’t let down Uganda,” Gen David Muhoozi told 

officers. He added that UPDF is in Somalia in line with its Pan-Africanist ideology of 

supporting fellow Africans whenever called upon. 

BG XXV will be charged with the responsibility of sustaining peace and stability in Somalia 

under the mandate of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), while UNGU V will 

be protecting key United Nations (UN) and Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) vital 

installations, UN personnel, escorting VIPs, among others. 

He cautioned soldiers going for the peace keeping mission in Somalia to make sure that they 

come back as healthy as they have gone since UPDF as an institution has already invested so 

much in them. 

The Chief of Defence Forces further urged them to avoid negative propaganda while in 

Somalia for the success of the mission. 

“Avoiding propaganda will make you winners and carry the Ugandan Flag higher,” he said. 

He also implored the soldiers to make sure that they look after their families back home 

through the available mechanisms to ensure family stability. 
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BG XXV will be commanded by Col Paul Muhanguzi and deputized by Lt Col CK Asiimwe while 

Col Stuart Agaba will command UNGU V and deputized by Maj Edward Mugisha. 

The flag-off ceremony was attended by Dr Opiyo Oloya of the famous "Black Hawk Rising" a 

book that details UPDF activities in Somalia, Representatives from the British Training team, 

and other UPDF Chiefs and Directors. 

https://kampalapost.com/content/news/life-somalia-not-picnic-cdf-muhoozi-warns-

amisom-soldiers 
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UK boosts Africa ties after ministerial visit  

Published 16 July 2018 - The UK remains 

determined to bring prosperity and 

stability to East Africa, defence minister 

Mark Lancaster has reaffirmed after 

visiting Uganda.  

Mark Lancaster in Uganda, standing with 

UK troops providing training for the 

African Union's Mission in Somalia.  

The Armed Forces Minister hailed Uganda’s significant contribution to the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and pledged that the UK will continue to support. 

Minister for Armed Forces Mark Lancaster said: 

Our defence relationship with Uganda is very strong and we recognise the exceptional 

contribution they are making towards bringing stability to East Africa, particularly through 

AMISOM. We share their desire for peace in the region and are looking at ways we can 

provide further assistance to this cause. 

Currently, the UK assists Uganda’s AMISOM deployment by training around 6,000 members 

of the Uganda People’s Defence Force each year, coupled with places on focused courses at 

regional Peace Support Training Centres. 

Uganda also plays a significant role in South Sudan its direct neighbour to the north, where 

the UK has contributed to the UN Mission (UNMISS) with the construction of a field hospital 

in Bentiu for peacekeepers. 

During the visit, Mr Lancaster met with the President of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni, with UK 

contribution to AMISOM and UNMISS high on the agenda. He had further office calls with 
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the Minister of Defence and Veterans Affairs Adolf Mwesige and Foreign Affairs Minister 

Sam Kutesa. 

The troops providing the AMISOM training are mainly reserves and the minister, who is 

himself a reserve, also thanked them for their contributions. 

Minister for Armed Forces Mark Lancaster said: 

Reservists form an integral component of our Armed Forces, providing a wide range of skills 

which are vital to the work we do. These men and women have bravely volunteered their 

time to make a difference towards one of the most impoverished and dangerous countries 

on the planet. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-boosts-africa-ties-after-ministerial-visit 
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