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New Commander for The European Union Training Mission in Somalia 

Jul 17, 2018 – Mogadishu. The European 

Union Training Mission Somalia (EUTM-S) 

Mission Force Commander, Brigadier 

General Pietro Addis, has handed over the 

Command of EUTM-S to his successor 

Brigadier General Matteo Spreafico. The 

ceremony for the transfer of authority took 

place at the EUTM-S Headquarters in Mogadishu, attended by European Union Military Staff 

Deputy Director M.G. Giovanni Manione, the Commander of the Italian Joint Deployable 

Command R.Adm. Giorgio Gomma and B.G. Predrag Bandic, Serbian Military Representative 

to Nato/EU. Between the somali attendees, Somali Chief of Defense Forces Major General 

Hussein Gorod, and Ministry Of Defence director General Mr. Sonkor. Present among the 

international distinguished guests, the Italian Ambassador HE Carlo Campanile and 

attendees from EUDEL- S, EUCAP-S. 

Since the establishment of the Mission in 2010, the EUTM Somalia has provided strategic 

level military advice to Somali defence institutions and soldiers training at company level 

with the purpose of building and re-organizing the SNA and the military security 

organization. Under the command of B.G. Addis more than 550 soldiers were trained from 

EUTMS-S. Brigadier General Addis during the ceremony was awarded with the “CSDP Medal 

for Extraordinary Meritorious Service”, and “CSDP Service Medal for Headquarters and 

Forces”. 

The guests attending the parade, in their speech, expressed their gratitude for the efforts of 

the EUTM Somalia personnel in the strengthening of Somali institutions and the 

enhancement of security and defence systems in support of the Somali Federal Government. 

http://sonna.so/en/?p=14094  
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Somalia: UN Highlights Progress in Somalia At Brussels Forum 

17 July 2018 - Somalia Partnership Forum in Brussels on Monday, two senior United Nations 

officials commended the country's government for its efforts in various areas - such as 

political reform, security, economic development, and recovery and humanitarian assistance 

- while flagging the need for further progress and international support for these efforts. 

Addressing the Forum's first session, one of the world body's officials - the UN Under-

Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Rosemary DiCarlo - praised Somalia's leadership for 

its steps forward in developing a political roadmap for inclusive politics, especially with 

regard to preparations leading to the 'one person, one vote' elections in 2020-2021, and 

advances in its constitutional review process. 

"The Federal Government of Somalia would need to continue its efforts in building 

constructive relations with all those who would benefit from its leadership: the federal 

Parliament, Federal Member States, political groups and civil society," said Ms. DiCarlo. 

"This will ultimately help to stabilize the political environment, achieve further progress and 

strengthen Somalia's resilience against pressures that risk undermining its unity," she added. 

In his remarks, the UN Secretary-General's Special Representative for Somalia, Michael 

Keating, encouraged the international community to "keep Somalia on the agenda," and 

noted that the inclusive approach in Somali politics needs to be extended to building 

national security in an effort to build trust. 

"I cannot commend the Government enough for its commitment to a genuinely holistic 

approach, to recognizing that it is not only about military and operations, it's also about 

building institutions, rule of law, accountable local governance, reconciliation and 

countering violent extremism," he said. 

Taking place in the Belgian capital today and Tuesday, and organized by the Federal 

Government of Somalia, the European Union and Sweden, the Forum is a recurring 

international gathering to promote peace and development processes in the Horn of Africa 
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country, which is facing a range of political, developmental, security and humanitarian 

challenges as it rebuilds after decades of armed conflict and climate-related shocks. 

Attracting senior government officials and other representatives of the international 

community, the event provides an opportunity to highlight the advances Somalia has made 

to date and set objectives in the areas of policy, security, economic recovery and 

humanitarian issues for the coming six months. 

One of the key topics under discussion at this year's gathering, and discussed today, was 

meaningful participation in Somali society and politics. In her remarks, Ms. DiCarlo noted 

that further progress is needed to strengthen the constitutional, legal and institutional 

foundations of the Somali Federal State, including allocation of powers and resource sharing. 

"Despite the challenges that may arise, it is critical that these processes are conducted in an 

inclusive, consensual manner to ensure ownership by the Somali people," she said, adding 

that the UN is committed to advancing inclusive politics in Somalia. "We are providing 

technical, financial and logistical support, and we strongly support nationally-owned and -

led reconciliation processes, including the national reconciliation framework," Ms. DiCarlo 

concluded. 

The UN envoy to Somalia expressed the United Nations' continued support for the country's 

momentum, by strengthening the technical capacity of the federal and regional actors, and 

encouraging a coherent approach by the international community. 

"The UN remains deeply committed, through its offices all around the country, and can 

provide a platform for engagement with federal members states and civil society 

organizations, especially women and youth groups," Mr. Keating said. The Somalia 

Partnership Forum will continue tomorrow with discussions, including at the ministerial 

level, on various topics, such as the role of women in peace and security and public-private 

partnerships 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807170497.html 
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Kenya Deploys Hundreds of Security Forces Along Its Border 

17 July 2018 - Hundreds of Kenya's national police reservists (NPR) and military forces have 

been deployed along Kenya's border with Somalia on Tuesday in a bid to boost security. Last 

Thursday, heavily armed suspected Al-Shabaab fighters attacked a camp owned by Kenyan 

police administration in Mandera County. 

Mandera County Commissioner, Kutswa Oloka who spoke to the local media said the officers 

would assist in patrols in villages along the Kenyan border with Somalia that have 

increasingly become a soft target. "Earlier today, we deployed well-armed national police 

reservists and military troops to the border areas along the border with Somalia," he said. 

The commissioner noted that the troops will patrol areas Al-Shabab fighters could possibly 

attack. "The troops will enhance the security of the areas along the border. We will not Al-

Shabab militants to launch attacks on villages neighboring Somalia," Oloka stated. 

This move comes days after Al-Shabab attacked a camp at Manza in Sheikh Barrow, Mandera 

County. Lafey deputy county commissioner Erick Oronyi said that the attack found the 

Administration Police unit on high alert. 

"The attackers started by hurling explosives into the camp before shooting at officers but 

luckily no one was injured," he said. Al-Shabab fighters have been attacking Kenyan town 

since 2011 when the East African nation sent its troops to Somalia. 

Kenya Defense Force (KDF) are currently operating in Southern Somalia under the 

framework of African Union Mission in Somalia  

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807170639.html 
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Opening remarks by High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini 

at the EU-Somalia Partnership Forum  

Bruxelles, 17/07/2018  

Dear President [of Somalia, Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed], Margot [Wallstrom, Foreign 

Minister of Sweden], dear friends, It is a pleasure for me to see so many of us gathered today 

with commitment to a peaceful and stronger Somalia. 

I would first of all convey our appreciation and our thanks to all of you and your delegation 

for your presence and for your being here, first of all to the President [Mohamed Abdullahi 

Mohamed]. Slowly but steadily, Somalia is emerging from decades of war and instability. 

Since we met in London one year ago, we have seen incredible progress unfolding in Somalia. 

Since our meeting in London last year, the government under you Mr. President [Mohamed 

Abdullahi Mohamed] and under the Prime Minister [Hassan Ali Khaire] has put together an 

ambitious reform agenda – for inclusive politics, economic recovery, and a security transition 

plan. Somalia is starting to take responsibility for its own security, as we see in Mogadishu. 

You have agreed on an electoral model for the elections in 2020, as well as how to share 

resources between the Federal Government and the Federal Member States. We all know 

that the road has been and will be bumpy. The terrorist attacks against State buildings are 

regular reminders of this. At the same time, the people of Somalia are confident that war 

and instability will not be forever. 

There is a new hope in Somalia. The economy is slightly picking up; new investments are 

flowing in the country; Hundreds of Somali expatriates are putting faith in their country – 

returning to their home-towns and opening new businesses. It is our duty – as international 

community – to support the people of Somalia's hope, and the government's reform agenda. 

We all know that access to financial resources is essential to any reconstruction process. The 

Somali government is now raising more money than ever through domestic revenues. This 

is an important achievement that we must accompany and encourage. Today’s Forum 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 5

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/25976/speech-federica-mogherini-opening-session-2017-london-conference-somalia_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/25976/speech-federica-mogherini-opening-session-2017-london-conference-somalia_en


 

 

should also support Somalia on the path to debt relief and access to lending from the 

international financial institutions.  On the European side, I am glad to announce today an 

additional package of around €200 million in support of Somalia’s stabilisation. This includes 

a new €100-million contract for state-building and state resilience. We want, in particular, 

to help the Federal Government deliver on its citizens’ needs, and we want to help improve 

trust between the Federal Government and Federal Member States. Somalia can and should 

be a strong federal country, where central and local authorities work together – each one 

with its own competencies and specificities – towards the common goal of serving the 

people of Somalia. There is no better way to foster a sense of belonging and of citizenship, 

within a common Somali homeland. 

The rest of the package will help rebuild state structures – and, particularly, security forces 

– mainly in areas that have recently gone back to the control of the Somali authorities. This 

is also a contribution to the government's Transition Plan, to help the Somali authorities take 

full responsibility for their own country and for their citizens' security. Because we all know 

that economic recovery must go hand in hand with an improved security situation. In 

preparation of today’s Forum, the European Union co-hosted with Somalia a Security 

Conference here in Brussels. Our engagement for peace and security in Somalia continues 

to be as strong as ever. As you know, the European Union is active in Somalia with three 

military and civilian missions, training the police and the armed forces, and fighting piracy 

off the Horn of Africa’s coasts. We have recently extended our missions until the end of 

2020. We have also adapted their mandate to an evolving situation on the ground and to 

new needs from our Somali partners. The European Union has also been a leading 

international supporter of AMISOM [African Union Mission in Somalia], the African Union’s 

mission to Somalia, since its very inception in 2007. And I would like to thank my friend, 

Commissioner of the African Union Commission [Smail Chergui], because we have worked 

very well together in this as well as in many other fields. 

Thanks to AMISOM, your African brothers and sisters have given a great contribution to 

peace in Somalia, and they continue to pay a high price in terms of human lives. Peace in 

Somalia is an interest we all share, and the peace-keeping mission is still essential for the 

time being. So the European Union will continue to support AMISOM, and in a few minutes 

I will sign, together with the African Union's Commissioner for Peace and Security, my friend 
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Smail Chergui, a new €114 million package to finance AMISOM's activities in the second half 

of this year. However, for security and stabilisation to be sustainable, the Somali authorities 

have to be in the driving seat when dealing with security in their country. This will not 

happen overnight, we all know it, but progress has happened and continues to happen. The 

government and the Federal Member States have agreed on a Transition Plan, which has 

been fully endorsed by the international community. The Plan is to be operationalised in 

three pilot locations: the transition will be phased and based on clear conditions. This 

transition entails a gradual assumption of security control by Somali forces. 

In the meantime, AMISOM will continue to evolve in parallel, as conditions are met, with the 

final goal to withdraw and hand over to integrated, trained and effective Somali forces. This 

process will only be successful if we all keep a unity of purpose, following the path chosen 

by the Somali authorities. And here, the African Union, AMISOM and the Troop Contributing 

Countries have a crucial role to play. It is essential that we operate through the coordination 

structures we have agreed to, in a transparent and complementary fashion. This is a very 

special moment for the Horn of Africa – I am also glad to have our friends from the region 

here - and for the broader region. Ethiopia and Eritrea have taken a historic decision towards 

peace and reconciliation. This is a message to all of us: every obstacle can be overcome with 

political will and with courage. As the UN Secretary General [António Guterres] said, I quote: 

“A new wind of hope is blowing across Africa”. We have a collective duty to support such 

hope, both inside Somalia and in the region. 

International tensions only help Al-Shabab. We all have an interest in a peaceful and secure 

Somalia. We all have an interest in a peaceful and secure Horn of Africa. This is our common 

region, at the crossroads between Central Africa and the Gulf, between the Mediterranean 

Sea and the Indian Ocean. The “wind of hope” in the country and in the region is an 

opportunity we must and we cannot waste – for the people of Somalia, but also for our 

common, and troubled world. 

I thank you very much. 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/48535/opening-remarks-

high-representativevice-president-federica-mogherini-eu-somalia-partnership_en 
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International community strengthens support for Somalia's plans for stability 

and development 

Brussels, 17 July 2018 

Somalia will benefit from renewed international support, both politically and financially, as 

the country implements key reforms to overcome years of conflict and secure a better future 

for the Somali people. 

Today, international stakeholders gathered in Brussels for the Somalia Partnership Forum, 

organised by the European Union together with the Federal Government of Somalia and 

Sweden. Over 60 delegations took part and agreed on joint commitments in key areas for 

inclusive politics, peace and security and economic recovery in Somalia.  

High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini said: "The European Union is 

leading the international partnership to strengthen Somalia's political, economic and 

security reform agenda. Today, I announced that the EU will provide additional €200 million 

to support Somalia's overall stabilisation to create a better future for its people. I also signed 

the EU's contribution of €114.2 million for the African Union Mission to Somalia until the 

end of this year. The stability and development of the country is also critical for the stability 

of the broader region and for Europe." 

The President of Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed said: "The Federal Government of 

Somalia is fully committed to implement the Political Roadmap 2020, Transition plan for 

security, economic reform and reach out to the whole of Somalia for reconciliation and 

dialogue. The Somalia Partnership Forum is key for strengthened partnerships with our 

regional and international partners. We want to work according to the theme of the forum 

– forward together." 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Sweden, Margot Wallström, said: "The Somalia Partnership 

Forum has made a number of strong commitments for inclusive politics. We encourage 
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Somalia to adopt national laws and policies that protect women's and girls' human rights 

and enable them to have a stronger role in society. Somalia has taken very important steps 

on the pathway for sustainable peace and development. Sweden remains a committed 

partner and will double our development support to Somalia to approximately $350 million 

over the next five years." 

A Joint Communiqué was adopted which outlines the key outcomes of the Forum. 

Background 

Over the period 2015-2018, the EU and its Member States provide €3.7 billion to the country 

in development and humanitarian aid as well as peacekeeping operations. The EU is a 

leading supporter of Somalia in a wide range of areas, in particular on security with 3 

Common Security and Defence Policy missions in the country: EUNAVOR ATALANTA, EUTM 

Somalia, EUCAP Somalia. These missions and operations play a significant role in supporting 

Somalia's efforts to become a peaceful, stable and democratic country and to take 

progressive ownership over its own national security. The EU has consistently supported 

the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM) which has been operating for 10 years now 

and with €1.73 billion. The EU is currently increasing its security support to the country, 

reorienting it to more direct support to the Somali institutions. 

The EU has also stepped up its humanitarian contribution, with €89 million in new funding 

announced last week. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4483_en.htm 
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Brussels Conference Doesn’t Concern Us, Somaliland President 

17 July 2018 

Somaliland authorities have said the ongoing conference in Brussels, Belgium, between the 

Somali government and International Partners is not relevant to the Somaliland 

government. A statement from the Somaliland’s Office of the President stated the Brussels 

conference is similar to earlier conferences held in Mogadishu and Garowe. “The conference 

in Brussels is intended to benefit the Somali Government and has  nothing to do with 

Somaliland,” said a brief statement from Somaliland’s Office of the President. 

Meanwhile, the Somaliland House of Representatives has observed that the Brussels 

conference is a disruption of the international community’s support for Somaliland. The 

Somaliland Lower House said that Somali Government was keen at fronting some 

restrictions to  Somaliland in order to cut off international aid. They accused the Somali 

Government of swaying foreign nations against Somaliland and called upon the Somaliland 

Foreign Affairs Minister to counter Somalia’s strategy in order to enable Somaliland to get 

its fair share of international grants. 

They also criticized opposition’s Justice and Welfare (UCID) party leader Faisal Ali Warabe, 

who is in Brussels, terming him a national criminal offender.  The Brussels conference is set 

to highlight key security issues including the ongoing Tukaraq conflict between Somaliland 

and Puntland. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-17-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Four Political Parties Issue Statement On Country’s Political Situation Ahead 

Of Brussels Conference. 

16 July 2018 

Four opposition political parties have issued a statement about the political situation in the 

country, after two days consultations in Mogadishu. The parties deliberated on the latest 

developments and the measures taken by the Federal Government. The official 

communique by Wadajir, Daljir, Horusocod and Kulan parties covers 22 articles ahead of the 

Brussels conference, which is expected to commence today. The communique, a copy of 

which has been delivered to Brussels, condemns the latest Al-Shabaab attacks on 

government premises and civilian areas, which have resulted in deaths and injuries to 

innocent civilians. 

The statement also weighs in on the closure of main roads and restrictions imposed on 

civilians, saying it had affected the daily lives of the people and their businesses. The parties 

are concerned about restrictions on freedom of expression imposed by the Federal 

Government on politicians. They described as, violation of constitutional rights in a nascent 

democracy, the ban on political gatherings. 

The parties also expressed concern over the escalation of the dispute between the Federal 

Government and the regional states with regard to the recent nomination of the 43rd 

Division Somali National Army without consulting the Jubbaland authority. They claim the 

move is a violation of the Article 20 of the National Security Plan. The parties have also 

condemned the Federal Government for stopping a planned meeting of 28th January this 

year aimed at discussing the status of the capital. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/7567-2/ 
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Convictions upheld for women who raised money for al-Shabab 

16 July 2018  

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) - A federal appeals court has upheld the convictions and prison 

sentences of two women who used an internet chat room to raise several thousand dollars 

for the Somali militant group al-Shabab. 

Muna Osman Jama of Reston, Virginia, and Hinda Osman Dhirane of Kent, Washington, were 

convicted of providing support to a terrorist organization. Jama was sentenced to 12 years, 

while Dhirane received 11 years. 

In their appeal, Jama and Dhirane argued that a federal judge was wrong to deny their 

motion to suppress evidence and to apply certain sentencing enhancements. 

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals rejected those arguments in a ruling Monday. 

The women did not deny their sympathies for al-Shabab, but their lawyers argued that the 

money went to people who were not clearly defined members. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-5960595/Convictions-upheld-women-raised-

money-al-Shabab.html 
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Jubbaland Deputy President Pays Visit To Military Bases Outside Kismayo 

16 July 2017 

The first deputy President of Jubbaland state, Mohamud Sayid Aden and the Speaker of 

regional assembly Abdi Mohamed Abdirahman have today, Monday, paid visit to military 

base in Baar-sanguni and other forward operating bases in Lower Jubba region. The deputy 

President interacted with SNA and Jubbaland forces at the bases he toured and expressed 

gratitude for their good job and bravery. He encouraged the troops to continue with the 

good work in securing the country. 

The deputy President inspected the different departments of the base to assess the needs 

of the forces. He gave promise that his administration will provide and cover all the needs 

of the forces at the bases. He stressed the commitment of Jubbaland administration to 

intensify the fight against Al-Shabaab fighters and liberate the remaining areas under the 

control of the group in Jubbaland territory. After the inspection, the deputy President met 

with the military commanders and discussed a wide range issues including security of the 

liberated areas and plans on new offensives against Al-Shabaab. 

His visit comes days after Jubbaland state rejected the new military commander of 43rd 

division appointed by Federal Government from Kismayo airport arguing that the regional 

leader was not consulted during the appointment. Mohamud Sayid also accused the 43rd 

division of jeopardizing security operations in Middle Jubba region by giving contradicting 

orders to the forces at the bases. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/7567-2/ 
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Somali Forces Allegedly Killed Civilians Outside Mogadishu 

16 July 2018 

Somali security forces are reported to have shot and killed three civilians including a child 

outside the capital, Mogadishu on Monday morning. The shooting came after dozens of 

Somali forces were deployed to Al Biri village, near Siinka locality at dawn to demolish houses 

illegally built in the area. 

The security officers deployed in the area said they were confronted by local residents 

protesting over the demolition of their houses. This is according to the witnesses. The Somali 

security officers are being accused of deliberately opening fire on civilians during a forceful 

eviction in the area and killing unarmed three innocent civilians. Somali security officials 

have however not commented on the incident. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/7567-2/ 
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Gen Muhoozi Sets Strict Guidelines For New Battle Group To Somalia 

16 July 2018 

The UPDF Chief of Defence Forces Gen David Muhoozi has flagged- off Battle Group XXV 

(BGXXV) and United Nations Guard Unit (UNGU V) at the Peace Support Operations Training 

Centre in Singo in Nakaseke District. BG XXV will be charged with the responsibility of 

sustaining peace and stability in Somalia under the mandate of the African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM). 

On the other hand, UNGU V will be protecting key United Nations (UN) and Federal 

Government of Somalia (FGS) vital installations, UN personnel, escorting VIPs, among others. 

Uganda was the first country to deploy troops under AMISOM into Somalia in March 2007. 

Gen Muhoozi warned both BGXXV and UNGU V to live up to their expectations since life in 

the mission area is not a picnic but a mission that demands hard work and keeping keen 

adherence to rules of engagement. “The Somalia Mission demands both discipline and 

sacrifice for one to be successful. Therefore, work hard while there and don’t let down 

Uganda,” Gen David Muhoozi told BGXXV and UNGU V. 

He added that UPDF is in Somalia in line with its Pan-Africanist ideology of supporting fellow 

Africans whenever called upon. He cautioned soldiers going for the peace keeping mission 

in Somalia to make sure they come back as healthy as they have gone since UPDF as an 

institution has already invested so much in them. The Chief of Defence Forces further urged 

them to avoid negative propaganda while in Somalia for the success of the mission. 

“Avoiding propaganda will make you winners and carry the Ugandan Flag higher,” he said. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/7567-2/ 
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Somalia: Ethiopia to Deploy Military and Police Forces to Conflict Regions 

17 July 2018 - The Ethiopian prime minister, Abiy Ahmed, announced today that members 

of the defense force and the federal police will be deployed to stabilize conflict-ridden parts 

of Ethiopia where violence claimed lives. A report by Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation 

(EBC) says Ethio-Somali and Oromo region presidents have held a discussion following the 

decision by the PM and agreed on the immediate deployment of Federal police and the 

defense force along areas adjacent to the two regional estates. Abiy Ahmed also called on 

what he called forces that aggravate conflicts, apparently ethnic-based one, to refrain from 

doing so and rather work towards promoting unity and love among people. 

He sent "last warning" to forces "who do not understand the value of peace" and engaged 

in orchestrating violence in Oromo, Somali and Southern Ethiopia regions when he made a 

speech in Awassa a few days ago where he was hosting Eritrean president Isayas Afeworki. 

While there is a tendency towards supporting the initiative of the new prime minister to 

promote unity in the country, analysts tend to criticize the administration pointing out that 

Abiy Ahmed administration needs to focus on building institutions and resort to governing 

through institutions to stop lawlessness and loss of civilians lives due to manufactured 

ethnic-based violence. 

Hundreds of citizens are reportedly killed in Ethio-Somali region, Oromo region, and 

Southern Ethiopia region in the past few weeks and hundreds of thousands of people have 

been displaced in Gedo region of Southern Ethiopia. In September 2017, over half-million 

Ethiopians were displaced from Ethio-Somali region following a full-fledged violence which 

was reportedly supported by Somali region special forces. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201807170637.html 
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SMEs in Somalia to tap into a $10m investment fund  

July 17, 2018 - Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in Somalia will now have access to seed 

capital to jumpstart their businesses thanks to a newly launched $10 million fund. The 

Norwegian equity company Norfund together with together with Shuraako, a program of 

One Earth Future, and the Danish development finance institution, IFU Monday launched 

the Nordic Horn of Africa Opportunities Fund to support small and medium-sized companies 

in Somalia. According to a statement Monday, Norfund which is owned by the Norwegian 

Government will be the lead initiator of the fund injecting an initial $5million while the 

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs is contributing $3m. In addition, IFU and the Arsenault 

Family Foundation have committed $2m each. Other partners include the Development 

Fund (Utviklingsfondet), a Norwegian NGO active in Somalia and with a network of Nordic 

Somali Diaspora. “The Nordic Horn of Africa Opportunities Fund is expected to have 

significant development impact by enabling Somali entrepreneurs to build sustainable 

businesses, contribute to their country’s economy and tax base, and create a significant 

number of jobs within their communities,” as a statement from the fund managers read in 

part. Norfund Chief Executive Officer Kjell Roland said the fund will be instrumental in 

boosting small enterprises and contribute significantly in the country’s recovery. “This is an 

important investment for Norfund and an example of how it is possible to do sustainable 

investment in some of the world’s most fragile states,” said Roland. “We believe the fund 

will have significant development impact in Somalia and also achieve a small yet positive.” 

The primary investment instrument will be the Sharia-compliant “Murabaha” and the 

average deal size will be $250,000.  Other partners include the Development Fund 

(Utviklingsfondet), a Norwegian NGO active in Somalia and with a network of Nordic Somali 

Diaspora. The capital will flow to all regions of Somalia into companies in various sectors 

including but not limited to fisheries, agriculture, light manufacturing, hospitalities and 

energy, the funders said. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/smes-in-somalia-to-tap-into-a-10m-investment-fund/ 
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PM kheyre meet with the religious leaders in Mogadishu  

July 17, 2018  

Somali Prime Minister, Hassan Ali Kheyre, last night met with the Somali religious leaders 

and discussed issues of Hajj and security in the country. 

The Prime Minister gave the clerics general information on the security of the country as 

well as the achievements of his government. 

Similarly, the scholars also summoned their suggestions on security issues as well as the 

pilgrimage issues. 

Sheikh Ali Wajiis, one of the religious leaders who met with the prime minister, said the 

prime minister was satisfied with the advice given to these scholars. 

“We met with Prime Minister of the federal government of Somalia in Mogadishu on 

Tuesday,” said Sheikh Ali wajis 

http://goobjoog.com/english/pm-kheyre-meet-with-the-religious-leaders-in-mogadishu/ 
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ONLF Press Release on the Oromo Massacre of Somali civilians  

July 17, 2018  

On July 12th, more than 50 Somali civilians were indiscriminately massacred by Oromo 

gunmen in Moyale amidst rising ethnic clashes between Somalis and Oromos along border 

towns. Tens of thousands of Somali civilians have been left displaced; their houses and 

properties have been burnt and confiscated leading to a large-scale humanitarian crisis. 

Neither Ethiopian government nor Oromo Regional State has taken measures to stop the 

tragic killings of innocent Somalis and to avoid large-scale confrontations between Somalis 

and Oromos. 

Somalis and Oromos have lived side by side for centuries, yet in recent times, border towns 

have become a site of violence and suffering orchestrated by the TPLF- fuelling enmity and 

conflict between the neighbouring peoples. While the Oromo militias are armed by the TPLF, 

Somalis have had their weapons confiscated by the Liyu Police leaving them defenceless and 

unable to protect themselves in the increasingly volatile border towns. 

It is reported that violence against Somalis which has led to tragic losses are concentrated in 

areas such as Jinacsani and Babili in the zone of Faafan, Moyale and Dhakaa Suuftu in Liibaan, 

and Qarsaa Duula in Afdheer. Furthermore, areas, where Somali homes have been burnt, 

include Dire Dima, Ceel goos, Kojawa, Tuma, Jaamu, and Ban Qorile in Liibaan Zone where 

over 50 people have also been killed. On top of this, Somalis living in Oromia particularly in 

Aabaabaru, Darmi, Haraqalo, Waato Bureeri, Darmi, Waadara, Bitaata, Kur Kuru, Duruura, 

Hamareesa, Koonfi Ambo located in Guji have also been severely impacted by the border 

violence. The defenceless Somali civilians living in these areas are essentially trapped and 

unable to escape or seek refuge as they are directly persecuted for the violence in border 

areas. Their houses have been burnt and their livestock confiscated; many are at risk of 

starvation or falling into the hands of Oromo militias only to be killed. 
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ONLF categorically condemns the loss of innocent lives at the hands of armed Oromo militias 

in the strongest possible terms. 

ONLF warns the Oromo people against taking their grievance against the Ethiopian 

government and its surrogates on innocent Somali civilians, who themselves were victims of 

atrocities for the last twenty years. A civil war between Somalis and Oromos will be costly 

to both nations and if this trend of Killing civilian Somalis in Oromo lands continue; the 

consequences will be dire for both communities. 

ONLF has previously condemned acts of violence against Oromo civilians publicly; however, 

so far Oromo organizations and intellectuals are not reciprocating. In fact, some prominent 

Oromo members are fanning hatred between the two communities. 

At this critical time, ONLF calls upon the Prime Minister and the Oromo Regional state to 

secure the safety and security of the border areas and protect defenceless civilians. It is of 

utmost importance to effectively address this mounting political and humanitarian challenge 

of the highest regard which we are facing. More than ever, this demands immediate 

attention and a swift resolution to put a halt to these recurring killings. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/onlf-press-release-on-the-oromo-massacre-of-somali-

civilians/ 
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Somalia Country Updates on Human Rights and Democracy 2017  

17/07/2018 - Somalia continues its slow emergence from decades of civil war, albeit that 

the armed conflict with al Shabaab continues. Lack of Rule of Law remains the biggest 

obstacle for protection of the basic human rights with basic policing functions, access to 

justice and correctional facilities only being available in limited locations, in practice 

Mogadishu and in the regional capitals to varying degrees. Somalia is a patriarchal society 

where women’s rights continue to be violated. Women and girls’ rights continue to be 

seriously violated. Sexual & gender-based violence is widespread, including assaults, rape, 

sexual violence. Children’s rights remain a concern – despite the ratification of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child in 2015. In particular, recruitment, use, and detention 

of children in conflict across all parties continue to compromise Somalia’s human rights 

record. There are indications that Al Shabaab is more systematically recruiting children. At 

the end of 2017 all Federal Member States were in existence, Puntland, Jubaland, South-

West State, Galmudug and Hirshabelle, with Somaliland's status remaining controversial and 

the status of Banadir not having been resolved. In general, the authorities are in control of 

little more than their capital city with the exceptions being Somaliland and Puntland which 

exert greater control of their territory. Regional leaders continued to show more interest in 

ensuring their own political power than protecting the rights of the people or groups in their 

constituencies. The proliferation of regional security forces/militias continues to constitute 

a concern due to inadequate civilian control and apparent lack of compliance with 

international humanitarian law. 2017 was marked by large-scale displacement of people due 

to the protracted drought and conflict (estimated at 1 million individuals) bringing the total 

of Internally Displaced People to two million. A report on Protection of Civilians issued by 

the United Nations in December 2017 and accounting for civilian casualties caused by 

conflict established that 4,585 civilians were killed or injured in the period from January 2016 

to October 2017. 

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/somalia/48510/somalia-country-updates-human-

rights-and-democracy-2017_en  
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Somali Government Unveils New Currency Printing Timelines 

17 July 2018 

The Minister of Finance Abdirahman Duale Beyle has detailed the latest developments on 

the printing the new Somali Shilling, which has already been okayed by the Federal 

Government. Mr Duale Beyle said the Ministry was still mobilising cash for printing new 

currency since the Somali Government still has a large amount of debt owed. Nonetheless, 

the Minister gave an assurance the new currency will be printed in the course of the year. 

The ministerial statement follows a crucial meeting with the World Bank (WB) and the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) at the Brussels conference. Printing of the new currency 

is part of the government’s plan to boost the economy and replace the defaced currency 

notes in circulation 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-17-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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From delivering assistance to reducing needs: Resources to support resilience 

building an urgent priority in Somalia  

17 Jul 2018 

There is a proverb that says, “A society grows 

great when old men plant trees in whose shade 

they know they shall never sit.” The author of the 

proverb was underlying the importance of a 

strong foundation for future generations to build 

upon. In the past three decades, few such trees 

have been planted in Somalia, leaving its people 

as one of the most vulnerable in the world to climactic shocks, that have grown more 

frequent and severe due to a changing climate. 

In the absence of preventative action, Somalia has become synonymous with multi-hundred-

million-dollar appeals for humanitarian aid that balloon to more than a billion dollars when 

drought takes hold. 

Somalia is at a critical juncture, where it has made true progress on the political and 

governance fronts, but where these significant, yet fragile, gains have yet to translate into 

sustainable development. This is mainly due to a lack of strong governmental institutions 

since the collapse of the state in 1991. Years of conflict and instability have weakened the 

ability of the Government and humanitarian organizations to provide essential services to 

people in need. 

But in 2017, when Somalia was able to stave off famine, it was evident that the fragile 

progress made has led to improved conditions for effective action. The collaborative efforts 

of aid agencies and authorities to fight the famine, was aided by timely and historic levels of 

support from donors. 
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This year, contrary to earlier forecasts of a below average Gu rainy season, record levels of 

rainfall have seen Somalia emerge from a prolonged drought, only to have the pendulum 

swing in the opposite direction. Flooding affected over 830,000 people, nearly 300,000 of 

whom were temporarily displaced. The impact of the flooding has crippled the ability of 

affected families to recover from prolonged drought. An estimated 5.4 million people need 

assistance. 

The protracted conflict in Somalia defines the protection crisis, which is the heart of the 

humanitarian response in the country. At least 2.6 million Somalis have been displaced, and 

1.7 million of those people were displaced between January 2017 and May 2018. Livelihoods 

have been disrupted across the country, while malnutrition and disease continue to stalk 

the population and cause mass displacement and disrupt livelihoods. 

Meanwhile, the cost of delivering aid in Somalia, like anywhere else in the world, continues 

to spike. In 2017, donors provided US$1.3 billion for famine prevention, but 44 per cent of 

the Somali population remains food insecure, with half of them unable to meet their daily 

food requirements. 

Another $1.5 billion is needed to meet their humanitarian needs in 2018. That is not all. 

Between 2010 and 2017, donors contributed $7 billion towards humanitarian aid. That’s an 

average of $875 million per year over those eight years. 

There is no doubt that this incredible generosity from donors has saved lives, but most of 

the support was - life saving and not intended to strengthen the ability of disaster-prone 

communities to respond to and recover from shocks. 

Resilience as an idea is not new to humanitarians in Somalia - it has been a standing agenda 

item since 2012. The initial interventions were aimed at the household level, but the gains 

in governance and security already mentioned, now open the door for more systemic 

resilience efforts. Unfortunately, growing donor interest in resilience has yet to be matched 

with the resources required to implement it. The Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

estimates that, in Somalia, for every $100 spent on humanitarian response, only $0.08 goes 

towards disaster risk reduction. Put simply, aid is funded to avert humanitarian 

catastrophes, but not to extricate people from the margins of vulnerability. The persistence 
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of high levels of need is evidence that the humanitarian situation in Somalia cannot be solved 

just by humanitarian interventions. 

While insecurity and other obstacles to development have not been completely eliminated, 

opportunities now exist to implement longer-term investment strategies and to build-up the 

country’s resilience to the recurrent shocks that cause so much suffering and undermine 

development. Recent examples show that doing so improves aid efficiency, increases cost 

effectiveness and establishes a good starting point for long term development programmes. 

More importantly, it allows people to fend for themselves with dignity. 

During the famine prevention effort in 2017, the Federal Government of Somalia, with 

support from the United Nations, European Union and World Bank embarked on a process 

to create a Resilience and Recovery Framework (RRF) to not only make governance and aid 

systems more resilient to shocks but to also implement efforts to make generations of 

Somalis famine-proof. 

Humanitarian and development partners are ready to cooperate on immediate and long-

term solutions to alleviate the impact of the drought and the recent flooding. For example, 

in areas where humanitarians are responding to severe water shortages like Baidoa in South 

West State, development partners have provided assistance with drilling boreholes. 

If you strip away the emotion and images of children on the brink of death from starvation, 

there lies a business case for RRF that supports the resilience and long-term development 

approach. For example, the groups of humanitarian organizations who provide response 

related to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in Somalia have consistently argued that 

the cost to provide 20,000 people with water through trucking for one year is $2.8m, which 

is the same amount needed to set up a water distribution network to provide for the same 

population, for over a 15-year period with regular maintenance. 

Early aid action can save an estimated $220 million on the cost of humanitarian responses 

over a 15-year period, according to a recent study commissioned by United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID). The study found that if the avoided income and 

livestock losses (as a result of early response) was taken into account, an early humanitarian 

response could save $460 million, or an average of $31 million per year. 
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When disaster is completely avoided, and would-be-losses are incorporated, programmes 

that support building resilience could save $595 million, or an average of $40 million per 

year, according to the study. 

On the other hand, a resilience-building intervention, such as strengthening the agricultural 

system to feed the country’s people, can result in an increase in income of $405 per 

household per year, reducing the net cost of humanitarian response by an estimated $155 

million over 15 years. Ultimately, when early reaction and resilience building interventions 

are combined, they could save up to $794 million, or an average of $53 million per year. 

Similar savings can be found across other humanitarian interventions. However, the funds 

being spent to truck water or feed a child cannot simply be transferred today to investments 

without sacrificing those currently in need. The cost of shock-proofing water systems, 

agricultural improvements, flood mitigation and durable solutions for the internally 

displaced must be incurred in parallel to humanitarian interventions. 

Only when this paradigm shift takes shape, supported with adequate funding and 

approached with long-term goals in mind, will Somalia plant the trees its people so rightly 

deserve. 

https://www.unocha.org/story/delivering-assistance-reducing-needs-resources-support-

resilience-building-urgent-priority 
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Q&A: Somalia Charts Security Transition 

July 17, 2018 

Somalia’s National Security Advisor talks about political will, security reforms in Somalia’s 

Transition Plan, and the commitment to 

domestic and international coalition 

building to sustain the country’s progress. 

Somalia’s state-building efforts, including 

initiatives to strengthen security and rebuild the political system, have proceeded steadily 

since the inauguration of President Mohammed Abdullahi Farmajo in February 2017. 

Nonetheless, serious challenges remain. The Africa Center for Strategic Studies spoke 

with Abdisaid Ali, National Security Advisor to the President of the Federal Government of 

Somalia, to take stock of the progress. 

What does the security landscape in Somalia look like, and what is the state of readiness of 

the Somali authorities to assume responsibility for security? 

For the last 10 years, security in Somalia has not been delivered by the state. We owe a debt 

of gratitude to the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) whose forces from Ethiopia, 

Kenya, Uganda, Djibouti, and Burundi have been the primary security providers since their 

deployment in 2007 and whose presence and sacrifice has enabled the progress to date in 

Somalia. Other international partners have also made significant contributions, notably the 

United States and other bilateral partners who have provided the security forces and 

equipment that have enabled the re-establishment of federal and state government after 

the overthrow of the Union of Islamic Courts. 

The violent extremist Islamist group al Shabaab has been and continues to be the greatest 

security threat in Somalia and the region. The group retains a determination to control parts 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 27



 

 

of the country, impose their radical ideology on Somalis, and target the Somali government 

and security forces. 

The security institutions and forces in Somalia are at an early stage of development and yet 

are faced with a threat that would be daunting for most established security forces. After 

years of misplaced investment, disjointed attempts at reform, and a lack of a common vision 

for security in Somalia, an Operational Readiness Assessment of the Somali National Army 

in 2017, led by the federal government, highlighted the need for significant reform and a 

more systematic approach to building and sustaining the army. 

One of President Farmajo’s first acts after taking office in February 2017 was to agree to a 

National Security Architecture. This historic agreement was the basis of the Security Pact 

signed between Somalia and international partners at the London Somalia Conference in 

May 2017 that laid the foundations for the building an able, accountable, affordable, and 

acceptable security sector. The Architecture sets out the composition, structure, and scope 

of the security sector in Somalia, the size of the security forces, the roles of the institutions 

for civilian oversight, and the division of command and control between the federal 

government and the Federal Member States (FMS). It marked the first time that Somalia had 

formalized and agreed to a vision for its security institutions. 

In December 2017, the federal government, working closely with the FMS, AMISOM, troop 

contributing countries, and international partners, committed to develop a plan which 

would enable Somalia to gradually assume responsibility for security. The plan includes the 

gradual transfer of responsibilities from AMISOM to Somali forces. It also covers those parts 

of the country where AMISOM has never had a presence but where security institutions and 

capacity need to be built. The planning horizon is the next four years, up to the 2020/2021 

elections, though it is recognized that rebuilding the Somalia security sector will be a long-

term process. Transition is ultimately about Somali state-building and peace-building, with 

the emergence of effective Somali institutions. 

What is different about this plan? 

This plan is different to previous strategies on security because it takes a broad view of what 

contributes to security. We recognize that military operations alone will not sustain the 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 28



 

 

transition process or build a lasting peace. Our emphasis on aspects of security such as rule 

of law, local governance, and youth employment represent a new way of approaching 

security in Somalia. The Transition Plan also draws lessons from the obstacles of previous 

strategies for security in Somalia. Ensuring that civilian-led approaches including 

stabilization are embedded in operational plans and are sequenced with uniformed 

operations is one significant change.  Other differences include an emphasis on local 

consultation and engagement in the planning and implementation of transition, as well as 

the need to address the political questions which will underpin the security institutions. 

These include the composition of the security forces, the allocation of security resources 

between the federal government and FMS, and the command relationships within the 

security institutions. 

“This plan is different to previous strategies on security because it takes a broad view of 

what contributes to security. … Military operations alone will not sustain the transition 

process or build a lasting peace.” 

The National Security Council has become a regular feature in the pattern of engagement 

between the federal government and FMS. Chaired by the president and comprising the 

leaders of the FMS, the National Security Council has been and will continue to be the vehicle 

for political decisions related to security, and which are then referred to Parliament for 

review. Decisions to date have related to the assessment and policy for the integration of 

regional forces, as well as the role and support for regional security offices. These key 

political decisions provide the framework for technical implementation. Corruption and old 

allegiances run deep and changing the mindset to ensure that ordinary Somalis benefit from 

security is a significant challenge. Despite this, there is a new generation of politicians 

emerging who are working to overturn the old ways in order to increase transparency, and 

bring genuine change to Somalia. 

These Somali-led factors combine with a desire among our international partners to see a 

return on their investment in security in Somalia. The troop contributors to AMISOM have 

said they wish to see an exit strategy for the force, and our other international partners have 

made significant contributions that cannot be open ended. We are now ready to 

progressively assume responsibility. Through the Transition Plan we have the combined 

political will of Somalia and its international partners to see the plan succeed. 
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What has the federal government 

done so far to set the strategic 

direction in practice? 

The Transition Plan represents a 

significant change in the planning and 

delivery of security in Somalia. It is not “business as usual.ʺ Under President Farmajo, 

Somalia is ready to begin to assume responsibility for security in a sustainable, gradual, and 

coordinated manner. 

The federal government’s strategy is to construct and implement a comprehensive approach 

to security transition that is not only based on the military, but equally focused on progress 

on the political roadmap, constitutional reform, stabilization, local governance, politics, and 

state-building activities that include institutional expansion of local policing and justice. 

Legitimate governance and inclusive politics is the basis for all the other reforms and 

capacity building we are doing across the government and across the country. Without 

meaningful political representation and access to justice, we cannot build trust in Somalia’s 

security institutions or provide the basic services necessary to counter the shadow 

administrations of al Shabaab. Constitutional reform will be critical in formalizing the 

allocations of responsibilities, including for security, between the institutions at a federal 

level, and between the federal and regional levels of government. In parallel, we will 

continue our economic reforms in order to generate the revenue and institutional 

accountability to enable the regular payment of salaries and sustainment. 

“Legitimate governance and inclusive politics is the basis for all the other reforms and 

capacity building we are doing across the government and across the country.” 

The transition is intended to be an organized, gradual, systematic transfer of security 

responsibilities to forces aligned as part of the Somali National Security Architecture by 

2021, while concurrently instituting broad political and economic measures to support and 

sustain the transition at the federal, state, and community level. 
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FMS views on the priorities and elements for the transition plan were central to the localized 

approach to planning. The core drafting group conducted field visits to each of the FMS 

capitals to enable federal government representatives to consult local security stakeholders, 

including the FMS presidents, Regional Security Council representatives, the Somali National 

Army, AMISOM troop contributing countries, AMISOM police, and international 

partners.  This process of consultation enabled each FMS to set out its priorities for security, 

to report their current capabilities, and to highlight the gaps in capacity that each state 

assessed to be most significant.  As with the Transition Plan itself, the consultation examined 

not only military and police security requirements but the factors necessary for human 

security in relation to stabilization, preventing and countering violent extremism and access 

to justice. Once a “zero draft” was circulated, the core group refined the plan further and 

gave its approval. This was followed by endorsements by the National Security Council 

(comprising the federal government and FMS) and the African Union Peace and Security 

Council. It was subsequently welcomed by the UN Security Council and the Somalia security 

high-level meeting of international donors in Brussels on May 2. 

The Transition Plan sets the strategic direction across three areas of activity: 

Operational activities: The identification and prioritization of locations to be under full 

Somali security force responsibility, including the handover of locations from AMISOM, and 

the deployment of forces agreed to in the National Security Architecture. This will mean that 

towns, key roads, and national infrastructure can be transferred progressively to Somali 

security ownership, enabling Somali security forces to lead operations and for AMISOM to 

scale back its presence. 

Institutional capacity building: Implementation of institutional capacity-building programs 

and plans including implementation of the National Security Architecture, recommendations 

from the Operational Readiness Assessment, policing, justice, and civil service reform. This 

includes payroll reform, policy and doctrine development, civil service restructuring, force 

generation, training, and the passage of key legislation. 

Supporting activities: Aligning non-security force efforts to create the conditions for a 

sustainable peace, including stabilization, strengthening local governance, reconciliation, 

mediation, the rule of law, socioeconomic activities, and preventing/countering violent 

EUTM - SOMALIA 18/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 31



 

 

extremism activities. Activities will be well consulted with local communities in order to 

meet their needs but could include road rehabilitation, the provision of health or education 

services, district council formation, and job creation. 

What progress has been achieved, and what signs are there that the situation has improved? 

We have begun key reforms in order to implement the National Security Architecture and 

set Somalia on a path to achieve an affordable, acceptable, accountable and able security 

sector. These include biometrically registering Somali National Army (SNA) personnel in 

order to institute payroll reform, reducing the number of SNA departments from 23 to 13, 

and reassigning a number of generals who were not effective and replaced them with better 

qualified, younger officers from lower ranks. 

In December 2017, we developed a comprehensive plan that sets the strategic direction for 

the transition process and identified some initial areas in which to target the technical 

planning. It is a very different way of working compared to previous engagement on Somalia. 

This represents a new mindset, not only that the priorities and decision-making are Somali-

led, but also a new comprehensive way of approaching security. 

“We are calling for donors to align their existing activities to the priorities set out in the 

Transition Plan in order to have a multiplying effect from their contributions.” 

The inclusive nature of the process is also an important component of the transition 

planning. The federal government developed the plan with the FMS and set the national 

priorities in consultation with them. We have also worked closely with AMISOM, the troop-

contributing countries, and international partners and will continue to do so as we move 

into the implementation phase. 

Somalia has benefitted from the generous support of donors for many years. However, 

projects have often been distributed unevenly across the country and not anchored in a 

wider Somali-led strategy. This is now changing as we are calling for donors to align their 

existing activities to the priorities set out in the Transition Plan in order to have a multiplying 

effect from their contributions. 
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The active coordination and joint planning by Somali and international stakeholders 

demonstrates the clear political will of Somalia and its partners to deliver against ambitious 

timelines. 

What factors will determine the success or failure of the transition process, what are the 

obstacles to progress, what could slow or derail the process, and what issues need to be 

overcome? 

The unity and political will of all stakeholders will be essential to the success of the transition 

plan. The federal government, the FMS, AMISOM, troop-contributing countries and 

international partners will all have to remain engaged and committed to delivering the plan. 

As we move into implementation there will be many challenges, both of security, resources, 

institutional capacity and political divisions. There will be some who seek to undermine our 

work, those who have benefitted from the status quo or who do not wish to see a peaceful, 

stable and united Somalia. But if all the stakeholders are committed to the vision set out in 

the transition plan, we can overcome these factors. 

We should also be aware that to be realistic, transition will take many years to achieve in 

full. We are working hard to maintain the momentum of activity but many of the essential 

components underpinning the location-specific activity are long term initiatives. Some will 

take generations to embed and progress will not be linear. We should not rush it for the sake 

of donor deadlines, but we must keep up a steady pace of activity. 

What are the immediate priorities and short- to medium-term activities and milestones? 

The Transition Plan is divided into three phases up to 2021: 

Phase 1 – Present to June 2019 

Phase 2 – July 2019 to December 2020 

Phase 3 – January 2021 to December 2021 

While transition will take many years, this horizon enables detailed planning to take place in 

a realistic time frame and enables us to monitor progress and adjust the plan as necessary. 
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In addition to beginning implementation in the priority locations set out in the plan, Phase 

1 lays the foundation for longer term capacity building over the next few years. Among other 

tasks, this includes enhanced support for the Regional Security Councils, a rewriting of the 

Somali Military Discipline Code, the resectorization of the Somali National Army to align with 

the FMS boundaries, and strengthened community policing services in selected population 

centers. 

One of the initial priority locations is the Mogadishu Stadium. The stadium is the biggest 

sporting facility in Mogadishu and was constructed in 1978.  Most recently it has been used 

by national and international security forces as an operating base. The intention of the 

federal government is to restore the stadium and to use it for national and international 

football tournaments as this would carry enormous symbolic importance for the entire 

Somalia population while strengthening national unity. For the federal government, as well 

as the Banadir Regional Administration, the re-opening of the stadium would provide a 

source of entertainment to the youth and generate revenue through organizing football 

matches. The people of Mogadishu, especially the youth community, are keen to see the 

stadium reopened in order watch and play football, a popular pastime in Mogadishu. The 

business community also has an interest of the return of sports tournaments to the stadium, 

which would include significant commercial activities. We plan to hold a football tournament 

in the stadium by the end of 2018. 

What does success look like? 

Ultimately, success is for Somalia to assume responsibility for security. However, security is 

not an end in itself. By providing security, we hope to see the return of normalcy for the 

people of Somalia with freedom to move around without the threat of al Shabaab, open 

businesses, play sports, go to school, and engage in politics under the protection of the rule 

of law and protection for their human rights. 

This will require the legal and administrative frameworks to be in place, including through 

processes such as the Constitutional Review Process, a functioning judicial system and the 

establishment of a Constitutional Court. These are long-term national-level endeavors. In 

the meantime, there can be significant progress at local level to bring communities together 

to resolve disputes, promote reconciliation, and dissolve some of the underlying causes of 
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conflict. Efforts at all levels, from local communities to the highest institutions in the country, 

will be necessary to rebuild the country and enable the security sector to play its part in 

protecting the lives of Somali citizens. 

Therefore, our vision of normalcy also includes appropriate security forces, such as 

community police, as the primary security provider and the gradual de-militarization of the 

country. 

These goals will not be achieved overnight, but along the way there are indicators of success 

we are looking for. These include the handover of key national institutions such as the 

stadium, the opening of main supply routes, the passing of key legislation to reform our 

security institutions, the reconfiguration of AMISOM from military to police support for our 

security forces, and implementation of community-based projects to improve the lives of 

the Somali people. 

As we make progress with this ambitious project, our aim is for the benefits to be felt by the 

population of Somalia, and for their security to be provided by the Somali state. 

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/qa-somalia-charts-security-transition/ 
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