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Hundreds Of Locals Flee Their Homes In Middle Shabelle After Al-Shabaab 

Starts Massive Child Recruitment 

18 July 2018 

Hundreds of local residents started fleeing from their homes in Middle Shabelle region after 

Al-Shabab accelerated its child recruitment drive. Heavily armed Al-Shabab fighters have 

been engaging in gun battle with the locals in recent weeks after locals turned down the 

group’s order to recruit their children in Adale District. Al-Shabaab reportedly ordered 

elders, parents and other community members in rural areas, to provide hundreds of 

children for recruitment. The development sparked off clashes between Al-Shabaab militias 

and the locals in Gullane and Kadere villages. 

A local resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said Al-Shabaab had displaced 

hundreds of locals who refused to surrender their children to fight for the group: “Many 

people fled from their homes after Al-Shabaab started the aggressive child recruitment 

campaign. We call on the government to intervene in the situation,” he said. “Hundreds of 

parents and children have fled homes to escape forced recruitment.” 

The move comes months after a Human Rights Watch report accused the group of targeting 

children in its listing of members: “Al-Shabaab’s ruthless recruitment campaign is taking 

rural children from their parents so they can serve this militant armed group,” Laetitia Bader, 

senior Africa researcher at Human Rights Watch, said in a report released in January. “To 

escape that cruel fate, many children have fled school or their homes,” she added. Over the 

past decade, Al-Shabaab has recruited thousands of children, who have been indoctrinated 

and deployed to various battles. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-18-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Local Authorities In Hiiraan Region Form Forces To Stabilise Beledweyne 

Town 

17 July 2018 

Local authorities in Hiiraan region on Tuesday announced the formation of a cohesive force 

to take over the security of Beledweyne town. Over one hundred of integrated forces drawn 

from Somali National Army (SNA), police and security forces, were paraded in a ceremony 

held in Beledweyne town. The ceremony was attended by local authorities, Members of 

Parliament, leaders from civil society members and military and police commanders. 

Speaking at the event, Beledweyne District Commissioner, Mohamed Oman Abdi said the 

forces will be deployed to different parts of the town to boost security. 

Hiiraan police commissioner Col. Issack Ali Abdulle, who also spoke at the ceremony, urged 

the public to cooperate with the new force unit: “The force comprises of military, security 

and police officers, who have been assigned to boost security of the town. The public should 

accordingly work with them,” he stated. Hiiraan region’s SNA commander, Farah Ali Wasuge, 

similarly called on the forces to interact with members of the public:.“You need to secure 

the trust of the public. You should therefore not point your guns at the civilians or create 

fear among them. If you are receptive to the public they will in turn assist you in restoring 

peace in Beledweyne town,” Mr. Wasuge said. On his part, the Hiiraan Governor, Abdullahi 

Ahmed Maalin, said the formation of the force was meant to maintain law and order in 

Beledweyne town: “The new security unit has been formed for three main reasons — to 

maintain the security of the town, fight off thugs out to harm members of the public, and to 

eradicate illicit drugs as the drug trafficking gains momentum with the expansion of the 

town,” he explained. The governor vowed to bring all culprits and criminals to book. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-18-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Somali Partnership Forum Calls For Passage Of Electoral Law Ahead Of 2020 

Elections 

17 July 2018 - Delegates at the Somali Partnership Forum have conclusively told Somalia’s 

legislature and executive arms of government to meet their commitment in delivering 

legislation that will pave the way for the country to hold universal elections. The delegates 

from 58 international organisations met in Brussels, Belgium, for two days to discuss on 

Somalia’s security, economic and political situation: “We call on executive and legislative 

branches to meet their commitment to deliver legislation that will pave the way for holding 

a historic one-person-one-vote election that will realise the wishes of Somali public,” reads 

a communique issued Tuesday evening after the conclusion of the Forum in Brussels. 

During the conference, the Somali government was praised for its commitment to hold a 

multiparty universal election in 2020: “We welcome the commitment of Somalia, led by H.E. 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed to hold a multiparty universal election,” the 

participants lauded. “We commend the FGS for putting inclusive politics at the core of its 

reform agenda towards federalisation and constitutional review as expressed through the 

Political Roadmap for Inclusive Politics.” 

The international stakeholders at the forum pledged to support Somalia in its efforts to 

realise the proposed inclusive elections in 2020. “We express our commitment to its 

implementation in an enduring spirit of unity,” the attendees said. 

The communique called for the endorsement of the electoral law by Somali Parliament 

before the end of the year. “This meaningful process must be encouraged and supported to 

ensure clarification of all outstanding issues, the passage of the electoral law by Parliament 

by December 2018….continued registration of political parties, finalization of related 

constitutional amendments,” the leaders state 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/july-18-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Dr. Kulane Takes Charge As Acting NISA Chief 

On Jul 18, 2018  

Dr. Abdullahi Adan Kulane will take charge as the acting chief of Somalia’s intelligence 

agency NISA, Radio Dalsan reports. 

In a letter signed by the Director Hussein Osman Hussein Dr Kulane will take over in acting 

capacity as Hussein leaves for a trip abroad. 

The annoucement comes two days after Hussein suspended his two deputies. 

No reason as given for their suspension 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/07/18/dr-kulane-takes-charge-as-acting-nisa-

chief/ 
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Somalia is opening a 'new chapter of its history' declares UN political affairs 

chief as forum ends with renewed commitments 

18 Jul 2018  

New York, July 18 (IBNS): A high-level gathering of representatives from the Somali 

government and the international community, including the United Nations, ended in 

Brussels today with renewed commitment to support the Horn of Africa country’s progress 

in a range of areas, such as state and peace-building efforts. 

Officials from 58 countries and six international organisations were present for the adoption 

of the so-called Mutual Accountability Framework of the New Partnership for Somalia (MAF) 

at the Somalia Partnership Forum, to be implemented over the next six months. 

The MAF details the joint commitments of Somalia and its international partners in the areas 

of political reforms, security, economic development, and recovery and humanitarian 

assistance, as the country rebuilds after decades of armed conflict and climate-related 

shocks. 

“Somalia opens a new chapter of its history, with the potential to fundamentally transform 

its future,” the UN Political Affairs chief, Rosemary DiCarlo, said in a session ahead of the 

MAF’s adoption. 

The Under-Secretary-General added that the country’s security transition plan - which 

allows for Somalia to gradually assume responsibility for security across the country, 

including progressively transferring tasks from the African Union Mission in Somalia, 

AMISOM - represents remarkable progress in Somalia’s state building process 

DiCarlo praised Somalia’s political leaders, many of whom were present at the forum, while 

noting that the implementation of the MAF’s commitments would not be possible without 

the allocation of adequate financial resources. 
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The MAF provides for Somalia and its international partners to agree on and take stock of 

progress in jointly achieving key objectives to strengthen the country’s state-building and 

peacebuilding processes. It is considered a bedrock of partnership for the country’s 

development. 

“The United Nations is fully committed to Somalia’s future, and will support implementation 

of the plan,” Ms. DiCarlo said, also stressing that the world body will work closely with the 

African Union and all other partners. 

The UN official flagged that over the next six months Somalia will need to advance its 

preparations for the ‘one person, one vote’ elections in 2020-2021 and the constitutional 

review process, and ensure solid agreements are in place regarding the allocation of powers 

and resource-sharing between the central government and federal member states. 

The political roadmap, DiCarlo highlighted, will also need to provide for gender-inclusive 

politics, and a significant engagement with civil society and private sector actors. 

Organized by the Federal Government of Somalia, the European Union and Sweden, the 

Forum is a recurring international gathering to promote peace and development processes 

in the Horn of Africa country. 

This week’s forum follows on from gatherings held in London and Mogadishu over the past 

two years. Another high-level meeting will be held in six months’ time to take stock of the 

outcomes of the Brussels meeting. 

https://indiablooms.com/world-details/F/16344/somalia-is-opening-a-new-chapter-of-its-

history-declares-un-political-affairs-chief-as-forum-ends-with-renewed-commitments.html 
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Mayor Yarisow “Brussels Conference reveals Broader Development that 

Prevails in Somalia”  

July 18, 2018  

Mayor of Mogadishu who is also Governor of Banadir Region Honourable Abdirahman Omar 

Osman ( Eng. Yarisow) who attended the Somalia Partnership Forum Conference, said that 

the International Community had welcomed and revealed the broad development that the 

country witnesses while collectively agreeing to extend a helping hand to Somalia. 

Mayor Yarisow stated that the international community overwhelmingly agrees on the 

existence of this tangible development on Governance, finance, security, readiness for 

elections, review on the constitution and Somali Government commitment to securing a 

stronger investment in Somalia since his ten years tenure in Somalia`s politics. 

The president of Somalia, who was chairing the Somalia Partnership Forum conference, has 

reiterated that his government is committed to intensifying the existing development, so as 

to serve the citizens and allow them to participate in the one-man-one-vote in coming 

elections in which they will reclaim the ownership of their country. 

Mayor Yarisow, while, on yesterday, giving a comprehensive speech at the security 

conference, highlighted the existing progress the city had achieved on the security sector, 

the persistent and multi-dimensional development that is driven by citizens on daily basis, 

saying that the endurance of the public is the sole cause of this development. While he was 

reporting on tightening the security of the city, the governor has thanked security agencies 

and citizens for playing their role in achieving security in the city, saying that his 

administration has put in place a Program on Neighborhood Watch scheme of which 

residents of Banadir Region, the administration and security agencies have all worked on. 
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The governor has said that his administration has put in place a City Development Plan, IDPS 

Policy, Council formation for Districts, Implementation of 2020 elections for Local 

Government and Implementation of the City Security Plan, adding that the current 

development needs to be maintained, while, at the same time, allowing the citizens to 

participate in the consultation meetings and engage in the city development and the 

country`s general development. 

The Governor has also said that AMISOM had agreed with him to vacate Mogadishu stadium 

which, as he expects, will be a venue for regional games which Mogadishu will host at the 

end of this year. Mr Yarisow has also added that the stadium`s renovation will soon be 

started with the collaboration of the Ministry of Sports. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/mayor-yarisow-brussels-conference-reveals-broader-

development-that-prevails-in-somalia/ 
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Several countries have pledged to invest in Somalia.  

July 18, 2018  

The Brussels meeting of Somalia Partnership Forum was concluded yesterday and attended 

by the Somali business community, the Ministry of Commerce from the Federal government 

of Somalia, banks and foreigners countries interested to invest the country. 

Minister of Commerce, Federal Government of Somalia Mohamed Abdi Hayir Maareeye told 

the media that the Somali partnership conference ended successfully. 

He also pointed out that several countries have pledged to invest in Somalia. 

“The conference was attended by the Somali business community and the world financial 

institutions and the Somali stakeholder, governments led by the Ministry of Commerce has 

been successful, all governments have pledged to invest in Somalia, as well as the banks,” 

he said Minister 

Brussels Conference on Somalia completed yesterday and the conference has discussed the 

issues of trade, women and other important factors. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/several-countries-have-pledged-to-invest-in-somalia/ 
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http://www.somalilandpress.com/sending-aid-to-somaliland-through-the-biggest-thief-in-

africa-somalia/ 
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UAE reiterates commitment to Somalia's unity, security and stability 

BRUSSELS, 18th July, 2018 (WAM) -- Mohammed Issa Al Suwaidi, UAE Ambassador to the 

Kingdom of Belgium, EU and Luxembourg, has reiterated the UAE's commitment towards 

the people of Somalia and its support for efforts aimed at bringing unity, security and 

stability to Somalia and addressing security, political and developmental challenges in the 

Horn of Africa. 

He welcomed the latest positive development between Ethiopia and Eritrea. ''The UAE is 

willing to work with regional and international partners to build on this historic achievement 

to enhance peace and stability in the Horn of Africa.'' ''Over the recent years, the UAE has 

always been at the forefront of international efforts to support Somalia and restore peace 

and stability to its people. Towards this end, the UAE has provided humanitarian and 

developmental assistance, security training as well as financial and logistic support for its 

armed forces. We also supported efforts to combat maritime piracy off the coast of Somalia 

and contributed funds to regional development projects,'' said the UAE ambassador while 

addressing the international stakeholders gathered in Brussels for the Somalia Partnership 

Forum. Organised by the European Union together with the Federal Government of Somalia 

and Sweden from 16th to 17th July, the event aimed to mobilise the international 

community to step up support for Somalia's efforts to build a more secure and prosperous 

political, economic and security future following years of conflict. Representatives from 58 

countries and 6 international organisations gathered in Brussels to participate in the 2nd 

SPF, following the successful inaugural SPF in Mogadishu on the 5th of December 2017 . '' The 

UAE welcomes the June political agreement between the Federal Government of Somalia 

and other federal member states,'' said Suwaidi, expressing the UAE's support for the new 

Somali partnership and its pledge to advance efforts by the Federal Government of Somalia 

to implement its national development plan, especially in area of security reform . The UAE 

is closely monitoring the encouraging progress made in discussions between the Federal 

Government of Somalia and the international financial institutions. We urge regional and 
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global actors as well as the central government to distance themselves from strategies that 

seek to sow seeds of division and rivalry,'' he added. He also called on them not to waste 

time and build on the momentum of this progress and block the way before terrorist 

organisations. 

The President of Somalia Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo said: "The Federal Government of 

Somalia is fully committed to implement the Political Roadmap 2020, Transition plan for 

security, economic reform and reach out to the whole of Somalia for reconciliation and 

dialogue. The Somalia Partnership Forum is key for strengthened partnerships with our 

regional and international partners. We want to work according to the theme of the forum 

– forward together ". EU High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini said: "The 

European Union is leading the international partnership to strengthen Somalia's political, 

economic and security reform agenda. Today, I announced that the EU will provide 

additional 200 million euro to support Somalia's overall stabilisation to create a better future 

for its people. I also signed the EU's contribution of 114.2 million euro for the African Union 

Mission to Somalia until the end of this year. The stability and development of the country 

is also critical for the stability of the broader region and for Europe ". Minister for Foreign 

Affairs of Sweden, Margot Wallstrom, said: "The Somalia Partnership Forum has made a 

number of strong commitments for inclusive politics. Somalia has taken very important steps 

on the pathway for sustainable peace and development. Sweden remains a committed 

partner and will double our development support to Somalia to approximately $350 million 

over the next five years. 

A Joint Communiqué was adopted which outlines the key outcomes of the Forum . The UAE 

participated in drafting the third para of the Joint Communiqué, which reads, '' We recognise 

that the meeting takes place in a context of recent positive and historic developments in the 

Horn of Africa and enhanced engagement between the leaders of the region, creating new 

opportunities for reconciliation, stability, regional cooperation and economic integration. 

This new momentum should be seized by all Somali actors and we call for all in the 

international community to cooperate towards that end'' . 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302699614 
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Qatar calls for joint global effort to resolve Somalia crisis 

July 19 2018  

Qatar has invited the international community to join forces to find radical solutions to the 

crisis in Somalia so that it can maintain its sovereignty and achieve national reconciliation, 

noting the efforts and concrete steps taken by the east African country for the benefit of the 

Somali people. This came during a speech delivered by HE the Minister of State for Foreign 

Affairs, Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi, at the International Partnership Forum on Somalia, 

which began yesterday in Brussels, Belgium. The minister said that the broad participation 

of the international community in the Forum affirms the common will to find radical 

solutions to the Somali crisis so that the country can maintain its sovereignty, achieve 

national reconciliation, establish security on its territory, build its institutions and provide a 

decent living for its people.  “This can only be achieved through joining the efforts of the 

international community,” he said. “In order to build on the momentum that has been 

achieved, we must continue to make initiatives to support Somalia, honour the 

commitments we made, respect Somalia’s sovereignty and not interfere in its internal 

affairs, in accordance with international law and the political declarations made in this 

regard, in addition to providing full support in the fight against terrorism, which we condemn 

regardless of its pretexts, and strengthening co-operation between the federal government 

and all its states without marginalising any party,” HE al-Muraikhi added. 

He emphasised the importance of increasing support for African Union Mission to Somalia 

(Amisom), particularly the by United Nations, pursuant to Chapter VIII of the Charter. 

The minister of State for Foreign Affairs said that the challenges facing Somalia were not 

limited to the areas of security, economy, social, institutional and internal peace, pointing 

to the natural disasters, most importantly the severe drought that is sweeping the country. 

He reaffirmed that Qatar would continue providing relief assistance to Somalia and other 

affected countries, thus assuming its responsibility as an active and responsible member of 

the international community, out of the belief that peace, security, development and human 

rights are interdependent and are the only way to avoid extremism, violence and terrorism. 
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The minister added that meeting humanitarian and development needs, reforms, social 

justice and human rights must prevail in accordance with the purposes and objectives of the 

United Nations. He said that there is no doubt that since the last elections of 2016-2017 and 

the election of the new government led by President Mohamed Abdullahi “Farmajo”, 

Somalia has taken concrete steps. “Somalia has made tangible progress and reforms at all 

levels, and Qatar reaffirms its support for the government’s efforts and the co-operation of 

the states, and we urge everyone to persevere in these efforts in the interests of the Somali 

people,” he said. HE al-Muraikhi added: “The international community’s confidence in a 

promising future for Somalia is confirmed by the volume of assistance reviewed by the 

European Union, the World Bank and the friendly countries, and this is the first time that 

donors have made such an important contribution, and we are proud to be among the most 

important donors”. “Qatar is in constant and close contact with the Somali government and 

the UN Mission in Mogadishu, and we also cherish our partnership with the European Union, 

the World Bank and the African Union in its various institutions, as well as neighbouring and 

friendly countries to co-ordinate and unify efforts to serve our overall objectives,” the 

minister said. He also pointed out that Qatar’s support for Somalia from 2010 to 2017 from 

the governmental and non-governmental sectors exceeded $200mn and in November 2017, 

Qatar announced an additional $200mn support package to support health, education and 

economic empowerment projects as well as infrastructure projects which links cities and 

supports the economy by linking the production areas with markets and ports. The minister 

said that the government of Qatar, represented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 

Regulatory Authority for Charitable Activities, launched a civil donation campaign in early 

2018 (during the holy month of Ramadan), to help the Somali people.  He emphasised that, 

based on the principle of complementarity and support of the government’s efforts to 

establish security and peace and drive the development of the country, it will be important 

to focus in the next phase on supporting the federal states to develop local infrastructure 

such as roads, markets, administrative buildings and solar energy in partnership with the 

United Nations and the World Bank, in co-ordination with the federal government. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/600020/Qatar-calls-for-joint-global-effort-to-resolve-

Som 
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Somalia: EU tops up funding for UNICEF to help Somali children 

Mogadishu, 17 July 2018 – The European Union (EU) is contributing an additional €5 million 

in humanitarian support, towards UNICEF’s response, which will provide lifesaving health, 

nutrition, water, sanitation, education and protection services to children caught in the 

ongoing crisis in Somalia. 

The current contribution brings EU support to a total of €8 million this year alone, with €3 

million contributed early this year to respond to the impact of last year’s severe drought, 

this year’s floods, which affected 830,000 people in the central and southern parts of the 

country, and support a further 170,000 people adversely affected by Cyclone Sagar in the 

north. 

“The devastating effects of two years of drought and the recent flooding, in addition to the 

conflict have taken an enormous toll on the lives of Somalis and children are often the first 

to suffer,” said Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos 

Stylianides. “This new EU funding will make a significant difference by protecting thousands 

of Somali children and providing them with life-saving support and a chance to get an 

education.” 

Beyond the acute humanitarian needs caused by the cyclone and floods, 5.4 million people 

are still in need of humanitarian assistance throughout Somalia, including nearly 3 million 

children. Malnutrition rates remain alarmingly high, particularly in the camps for the 

displaced communities. 

Since the beginning of 2018, UNICEF has reached 119,500 children under-five with 

treatment for severe acute malnutrition, which is 60 per cent of the agency’s annual target. 

Disease outbreaks such as acute watery diarrhea/cholera and measles, also pose a major 

threat to children, as 5,892 cases of measles and 5,582 cases of acute watery 

diarrhea/cholera have been reported to date. 
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“We are deeply grateful to the European Union and its Member States for the support and 

trust, extended to us over the years. Thanks to their unwavering commitment to Somalia’s 

children, we have been able to respond with agility to the numerous crises affecting Somali 

children,” said Leila Pakkala, UNICEF’s Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa. 

“But the crisis is far from over. Nearly 3 million children still need support. We call on all 

partners to continue investing in the survival, development and the resilience of Somalia’s 

children, their families and communities.” 

  

Through generous funding from the EU and other donors UNICEF has reached 238,000 

people with emergency health services, supported 803,008 with temporary access to safe 

water, provided education to 50,791 children (42 per cent girls) and protection services to 

4,757 people. 

The EU funding will help UNICEF provide timely assistance to Somali children and their 

families. An estimated 120,000 children will receive integrated health and nutrition services, 

including treatment for severe acute malnutrition for 50,000 of them, while nearly 19,000 

vulnerable children and adolescents, most of them living in the camps for the displaced 

families, will benefit from UNICEF’s expanded education and protection services made 

possible by the funding. 

Further, the support will enable UNICEF to procure, preposition and distribute emergency 

water, sanitation and hygiene kits, containing items such as water disinfectants, water 

containers and soap, for 254,000 people. 

About UNICEF 

UNICEF has been working in Somalia since 1972 when its first office opened in Mogadishu. 

Today UNICEF has several offices across the country, including Mogadishu, Baidoa, Garowe 

and Hargeisa. Together with over 130 international and national NGOs and community-

based organizations, UNICEF delivers services in Health, Nutrition, WASH, Education and 

Child Protection, and responds to emergencies and supports peacebuilding and 

development. 
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About EU Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 

The European Union and its Member States are the world’s leading donor of humanitarian 

aid. 

Relief assistance is an expression of European solidarity with people in need all around the 

world. It aims to save lives, prevent and alleviate human suffering, and safeguard the 

integrity and human dignity of populations affected by natural disasters and man-made 

crises. 

The European Commission ensures rapid and effective delivery of EU relief assistance 

through its two main instruments: civil protection and humanitarian aid. 

Through its civil protection and humanitarian aid operations department (ECHO), the 

European Commission helps over 120 million victims of conflict and disasters every year. 

With headquarters in Brussels and a global network of field offices, the Commission’s civil 

protection and humanitarian aid operations department provides assistance to the most 

vulnerable people on the basis of humanitarian need 

https://mareeg.com/somalia-eu-tops-up-funding-for-unicef-to-help-somali-children/ 
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Southwest Authorities Caution Politicians Critical Of The Administration And 

President 

On Jul 18, 2018  

Authorities of Southwest regional state have 

for the first time, issued a warning against 

dissident politicians based in the region. The 

warning was made by the Southwest Minister 

of Security  Hassan Hussein Mohammed 

(Eelaay), who stressed that the administration would never allow politicians to mislead the 

public. He said anyone who creates confusion will have stern action taken against them. He 

ordered that anyone who makes unfounded criticism with the government be penalised 

accordingly. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/07/18/southwest-authorities-caution-politicians-

critical-of-the-administration-and-president/ 
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Are Somaliland, Puntland ready for war over land? 

July 16 2018 

Somaliland and Puntland’s dispute over land stretching 

from the Gulf of Aden to the Ethiopian border risks 

escalating into open war. 

The self-declared republic of Somaliland and autonomous 

Puntland are locked in a standoff over Sool and Sanaag 

areas, leading to deadly clashes since the start of 2018 after both sides massed soldiers in 

the contested areas. 

The International Crisis Group said the military standoff could escalate as troops are moved 

close to Tukaraq, a town that straddles a highway and trade corridor linking Sool and Sanaag 

to eastern Ethiopia. 

The ICG, which researches conflict, said the dispute risks creating space for Al Shabaab 

insurgents and an Islamic State branch in Puntland. 

Somaliland and Puntland have since 1998 vied for control of the neck of land stretching from 

the Gulf of Aden to Ethiopia’s border. The contest boiled in January 2018 with 20 skirmishes 

recorded. 

A battle on January 8 saw Somaliland overrun Tukaraq, leaving soldiers dead on both sides. 

Related Content 

 Dozens die in fighting between two Somali states 

 Somaliland and Puntland in heavy gunfight 

 Two Somalia states clash over border  
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The neighbours enjoyed relative peace and stability for about three decades as war plagued 

the rest of Somalia. Somaliland declared independence from Somalia in 1991 but is yet to 

get global acceptance. 

Puntland is a semi-autonomous state of Somalia. 

Mediation 

A confrontation could be disastrous for northern Somalia and risks contributing to instability 

across the country by playing into the hands of Al Shabaab insurgency or even the small ISIS 

branch in Puntland. 

The ICG said that even though African and Western leaders have seemingly been caught off 

guard by the confrontation, they should take steps to head it off while the UN mission in 

Somalia renews mediation efforts between the two. 

“War is still avoidable, but to forestall it both sides need to take a step back, dial down their 

rhetoric and allow for mediation led by the UN,” said the think tank in a briefing titled 

Averting War in Northern Somalia. 

Recommendations include the UN renewing mediation with Ethiopia and Somalia 

governments. 

The scope covers initiating peace in the disputed areas and has to involve clerics and local 

clan leaders, to bridge divisions and curb violence. 

Priorities are brokering a ceasefire, ensuring both sides commit to withdraw troops in the 

contested regions, allowing in humanitarian aid, reducing inflammatory rhetoric and 

conducting future talks to resolve the dispute. 

Ethiopia is arguably one of the countries with real leverage over both Puntland and 

Somaliland. Addis Ababa’s past interventions were instrumental in brokering temporary 

truces. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Somaliland-Puntland-land-dispute/4552908-

4666094-q4134q/index.html 
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https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2737665&Language=en 
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Government Requests Religious Scholars To Join The Fight Against Al-

Shabaab  

July 18, 2018 

 Somali Federal Government for the first time has 

held discussions with religious groups and urged 

them to take part in the fight against Al-Shabaab, 

who lately have increased the attacks against the 

government. 

Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire held a special meeting with some religious scholars to 

discuss their role in preventing radicalization and terrorism. 

Sheikh Ali Wajis, who is one of the Somali religious scholars at the meeting, told the media 

that the meeting also shared information relating to the security situation in the country 

besides discussing the role of religious groups in the war against Al-Shabaab. 

"We had an important meeting with the Prime Minister, who explained the work the 

government was undertaking. We gave him some suggestions and agreed to work with the 

government” said Sheikh Wajis.  

This is the first such step by the government to bring on board religious groups in the fight 

against the Al-Shabaab group. 

Al-Shabab, a militatan group which wants to depose the internationally recognised Somali 

government has been fighting Somali forces backed by continental forces for a decade. 

The terrorist group lost many towns in south and central Somalia after its fighters were 

defeated in many battles. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159127/government_requests_religious_scholars

_to_join_the_fight_against_al_shabaab.aspx  

EUTM - SOMALIA 19/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 22

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159127/government_requests_religious_scholars_to_join_the_fight_against_al_shabaab.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159127/government_requests_religious_scholars_to_join_the_fight_against_al_shabaab.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159127/government_requests_religious_scholars_to_join_the_fight_against_al_shabaab.aspx
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/July/159127/government_requests_religious_scholars_to_join_the_fight_against_al_shabaab.aspx


 

 

 

Ethiopia: Regions beset by violence agree for federal forces intervene to 

restore calm 

July 16, 2018 - Administrators of Ethiopia’s Somali and 

Oromo regions have agreed for federal defense and 

police forces to intervene to restore peace in their 

border areas where communal clashes resulted in the 

death of hundreds of people and the displacement of 

over a million people. 

The agreement by Lemma Megersa and Abdi Illey, Presidents of the Oromno and Sdomali 

regions respectively, came on the day Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed gave a stern order to the 

military and police forces to be deployed in the borders areas between the regions in Eastern 

Ethiopia. 

The Displacement Tracking Matrix says 873,666 displaced individuals comprising 142,014 

households in 362 displacement sites were identified in Somali region. 

Hundreds of Oromos were killed in the last two years of violence while 1.2 million were 

displaced. The Somali Liyou (special) police have been accused of instigating and taking part 

in the killings. The Liyou police reports to Abdi Illey, who was implicated in a recent report 

by Human rights Watch. 

Amnesty International has also been urging the government of Ethiopia to immediately 

disband the Liyu Police unit in the Somali region of the country 

https://ethsat.com/2018/07/ethiopia-regions-beset-by-violence-agree-for-federal-forces-

intervene-to-restore-calm/ 
  

EUTM - SOMALIA 19/07/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 23

https://ethsat.com/2018/07/ethiopia-regions-beset-by-violence-agree-for-federal-forces-intervene-to-restore-calm/
https://ethsat.com/2018/07/ethiopia-regions-beset-by-violence-agree-for-federal-forces-intervene-to-restore-calm/
https://ethsat.com/2018/07/ethiopia-regions-beset-by-violence-agree-for-federal-forces-intervene-to-restore-calm/
https://ethsat.com/2018/07/ethiopia-regions-beset-by-violence-agree-for-federal-forces-intervene-to-restore-calm/


 

 

 

Somalia, Tunisia join largest African trade bloc 

Chileshe Kapwepwe from Zambia becomes first 

woman to head trade bloc 

World Bulletin/News Desk 

Africa’s largest trade bloc on Wednesday 

added Somalia and Tunisia as members. 

The announcement came at the official opening the Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa (COMESA) summit in Lusaka, Zambia. 

The signing ceremony was witnessed by heads of state from member countries of COMESA. 

Tunisian Foreign Minister Khemaies Jhinaoui ratified the accession treaty of Tunisia to the 

trade bloc which serves over 625 million people from 20 African countries. 

The two countries will now benefit from the triangular free trade zone which includes the 

Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the East African Community (EAC). 

Members states at the summit also chose a new secretary general for COMESA. 

Chileshe Kapwepwe from Zambia became the first woman to head the trade bloc. She was 

preceded by Sindiso Ngwenya, a Zimbabwean economist. 

http://www.worldbulletin.net/headlines/204178/somalia-tunisia-join-largest-african-

trade-bloc 
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Lies and Truth in the Era of Qat, the Green leaf resources round up 

18th July 2018 

The Somali Media for Environment Science 

Health and Agriculture (SOMESHA) convened to 

start this month of July, 2018 by her second face 

research for Qat whereas the research was 

started by her leader and founder H. E. Rev. 

Sayed Daud Abdi Daud from August 12 2007 to 

July 12, 2018 both in Nairobi, Kenya and Mogadishu, Somalia through perpetual chewing of 

Qat by obtaining for Qat knowledge in a practical manner because it was so popular in 

Somalia but it’s not one of her cultivation consumes much of the country’s agricultural 

resources. 

Qat is a flowering plant native to the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. Qat contains 

the alkaloid cathinone, a stimulant, which is said to cause excitement, loss of appetite, 

euphoria and some acids similar with the camel milk acids. Among communities from the 

areas where the plant is native, Qat chewing has a history as social custom dating back 

thousands of years analogous to the use of coca leaves in South America and betel nut in 

Asia according to view research findings. 

Qat is a slow-growing shrub or tree that typically attains a height of 1–5 m (3 ft 3 in–16 ft 5 

in). However, it can reach heights of up to 10 m (33 ft) in equatorial areas. The plant usually 

grows in arid environments, at a temperature range of 5–35 °C (41–95 °F).[12] It has 

evergreen leaves, which are 5–10 cm (2–4 in) long and 1–4 cm (0.39–1.6 in) broad. The 

shrub’s flowers are produced on short axillary cymes that are 4–8 cm (1.6–3.1 in) in length. 

Each flower is small, with five white petals. The samara fruit is an oblong, three-valved 

capsule, which contains one to three seeds. 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) classified it in 1980 as a drug of abuse that can 

produce psychological dependence although the WHO does not consider Qat addiction to 

be seriously problematic. It is a controlled substance in some countries, such as Canada, 

Germany, the United Kingdom, and the United States, while its production, sale, and 

consumption are legal in other nations, including Djibouti, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Somalia 

and Yemen. Consumption of the plant’s leaves in its natural state is also permitted in Israel. 

The plant has been targeted by anti-drug organizations such as the DEA. 

“I have been chewing Qat since from 1992 to 2006 occasionally but for almost since from 

2007 when I was fled my nation to Kenya as exile journalist and see how my people are using 

Qat as energizing resilience for the waiting the refugee recruitment times from the Horn of 

Africa nations without knowledge in which reminded me to renew my part including the 

Arabian Peninsula as well “said SOMESHA Secretary General Mr. Daud Abdi Daud 

“Though the plant is an illegal substance in many countries, but is not controlled in Yemen 

and Horn of Africa nations, I realized that the Qat is one of the dangerous green leaves in 

the world by using without boiling it just like the tea leaf that many people can be died with 

famine due to the lack of quality control for its waste as it is part the drugs puts users at risk” 

Preacher Daud added 

SOMESHA also confirmed that Qat is mentioned the holy Koran though it was better named 

within the Koran “Sir-Qoom tree” because of its imperative and useful regulative symbolic 

way of life for such think-tankers of H. E Master Daud Abdi Daud due to its herbal stimulant 

though already banned in US and most European countries and become a Class C drug – 

what will the impact be? 

On May 2014, a lady called Waris and from the Mars star in which is the brighter and 

normally, the second-brightest life mentoring circle space and the fourth-brightest object in 

the sky after the sun, moon and downside planet contacted SOMESHA founder Mr. Daud 

Abdi Daud via human like voice wave and told that he is a good scientist writer in across the 

world as she order him to record and keep up all things related to the Qat which will make 

SOMESHA data more reliable. 
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As Mr. Daud told SOMESHA research department section, the problem could lie in the Qat 

leaves themselves, not the pesticides used. “After a few days, pesticides are not active 

anymore and easily washed away. However, chewing Qat with fresh pesticides on them is 

hazardous and might be associated with cancer. He further stated that is a problem against 

Islam prayer times and might not be allowed a Muslim person to go to the Mosque without 

washroom by cleaning his body before the prayer. 

Apart from Horn of Africa region, the practice of Qat chewing is still primarily restricted to 

its original area of cultivation in the Red Sea area, the Qat plant has over the years found its 

way to Southern Africa as well as tropical areas, where it grows on rocky outcrops and in 

woodlands. The shrub is today scattered in the KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape, Western Cape 

and Mpumalanga provinces of South Africa, in addition to Swaziland and Mozambique. It is 

clear that the consumption of Qat without boiling is directly affects the mental health of the 

user because there is a living human like society but bodily in wave system that are in 

presentation banners against Qat users. 

“For Qat matters test it first and do the signs reportage after” By: Mr. Daud Abdi Daud 
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