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Somali President arrives in Addis Ababa for IGAD summit 

September 12, 2018  

Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo 

arrived in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, attend the 33rd 

Ordinary Session of the Inter-governmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD). 

The plane carrying the President and his entourage 

departed Adan Adde International Airport on Wednesday morning and left for Addis Ababa 

for the heads of state summit. 

The leaders of IGAD member states are expected to hold the 33rd extraordinary summit in 

Addis Ababa today to discuss South Sudan peace deal, Eritrea’s rejoining of the trade bloc. 

Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who is the current chairperson of the IGAD, will chair 

the meeting, according to the sources in Addis Ababa. 

Eritrea will rejoin the IGAD and South Sudanese parties are expected to sign the last 

revitalized peace agreement. 

http://radioshabelle.com/somali-president-arrives-in-addis-ababa-for-igad-summit/ 
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Somali Forces Kill Senior Al-Shabaab Operative In Lower Shabelle 

12 September 2018 

A senior Al-Shabaab operative has been killed in an operation conducted in Lower Shabelle 

region, Somali National Intelligence and Security Agency (NISA) confirmed. In a statement, 

NISA said it’s forces killed an Al-Shabaab member near Mubarak village. 

The agency added the operative was killed in a confrontation which took place on Tuesday 

following covert operation launched by the Somali forces. “In an operation conducted by the 

security forces in Mubarak village of Lower Shabelle region, there was a confrontation 

between the forces and Al-Shabaab. One member of the group was killed and several others 

(Al-Shabaab) were injured,” the agency said. 

Somali security forces have stepped up their operations against Al-Shabab fighters in 

southern Somalia. On Tuesday, the forces also killed an Al-Shabaab member in an operation 

that took place in the Somali capital. The suspect who staged stiff resistance was killed by 

the forces as four other suspects were nabbed in the operation. 

Police Spokesman, Qasim Ahmed Roble, told the media that the suspects were hiding in one 

of the city’s suburbs when the forces acting on a tip-off raided their house. “Somali Police 

Forces arrested a senior Al-Shabab commander from the Amniyat (spy unit) and captured 

three others, who were injured. They were hospitalized and will face justice after 

treatment,” Roble said. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-13-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Top Al-Shabaab operative 'killed' in ambush 

Wednesday September 12 2018 A senior jihadist 

operative has been killed in Mogadishu, official 

said. 

The spokesman for the Somali Police Force, Col 

Kassim Ahmed Roble, said Abukar Hassan Adde, 

better known as Sayyid Abukar, was killed in a 

confrontation early Tuesday. He said that his forces wanted to capture Abukar alive so that 

he could face the law. 

To capture “The Somali police aimed at seizing Abukar Hassan Adde. Unfortunately, he 

resisted capture, mounting armed confrontation,” said Col Roble. 

“He died during an exchange of fire, but we managed to capture three of his Al-Shabaab 

companions who sustained injuries,” the police officer added. Abukar was reportedly in 

charge of Amniyaat, the Al-Shabaab security apparatus in eastern Mogadishu, especially 

Yakshid and Heliwa districts. 

The killing “The Al-Shabaab operative has been in our wanted list since 2015. He escaped 

police operations several times, but he has finally fallen today, Tuesday,” remarked Col 

Roble. 

“Over the years, he has been directly responsible for the killing of three government  

http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Top-Al-Shabaab-operative-killed-

ambush/688334-4756012-fmbmt6z/index.html 
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Gunmen Murder Local Government Officer In Mogadishu 

11 September 2018 

Unidentified gunmen on Tuesday killed a local government officer a day after Al-Shabaab 

launched a suicide attack in Mogadishu. According to his relatives, Omar Hassan Ganey, an 

employee of the Planning department at the Mogadishu Local Government, was killed near 

his home on his way to work. 

No group has so far claimed responsibility for his murder. The murder comes as Mogadishu 

mourns the death of over seven people killed by an Al-Shabaab suicide bomber. who hit an 

explosive-laden car at the gate of Hodan District headquarters. Meanwhile, Somali forces 

killed an Al-Shabaab operative in Mogadishu following an exchange of gunfire. 

The spokesman for the Somali Police Force, Col Kassim Ahmed Roble, said Abukar Hassan 

Adde, better known as Sayyid Abukar, was killed in a confrontation early Tuesday. He said 

that his forces wanted to capture Abukar alive so that he could face the law. Unfortunately 

he resisted the capture, leading to confrontation and his eventual death: “He died during an 

exchange of fire, but we managed to capture three of his Al-Shabaab companions, who 

sustained injuries,” the police officer added. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-12-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Police arrest 4 al-Shabab militants in Mogadishu  

On September 11, 2018 - Somali security forces 

have arrested a senior al-Shabab commander 

and three other militants during operations 

conducted in Heliwa and Yakhshid districts of 

Benadir region in Mogadishu. police Police 

spokesperson, Qasim Roble, said on Tuesday 

that the militants, who took on stiff resistance killed a police officer and injured another 

during the operations on Monday evening. (adsbygoogle = window.adsbygoogle || 

[]).push({}); “Somali Police Forces arrested a senior al-Shabab commander from the Amniyat 

(spy unit) and captured three others, who were injured. They were hospitalised and will face 

justice after treating them,” Roble said. He said the police wanted to arrest them but the 

militants resisted, sparking a fierce fight between the security forces and the militants. Roble 

said the senior al-Shabab commander has escaped police dragnet several times and has been 

on the run since 2015. “Police forces are committed to sustaining operations to ensure the 

security in Benadir region and arrest militants.” he added. 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/09/police-arrest-4-al-shabab-militants-in-

mogadishu/ 
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Some Of The Elders Kidnapped By Al-Shabaab Escape From Custody 

12 September 2018 

Seven elders out of 61 elders abducted by Al-Shabaab earlier this month have managed to 

escape from their captors. The Al-Shabaab militant group rounded up the elders in 

Galmudug regions on the 4th of this month and kept them hostage in El-bur town. The Voice 

of America contacted the elders, who fled from Al-Shabaab, who however refused to give 

details of their escape or the fate of the remaining captives. 

Separately, an elder in Guri-el town has already started mediation talks aimed at releasing 

the abducted elders. The elders are reported to be in bad health condition. Locals, who have 

contacted them, confirmed this development. The elders were arrested after members of 

their community failed to pay (Diya) penalty imposed by Al-Shabaab courts. The fine is 

imposed on clan members accused of murder. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-12-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali Forces Begin Operation Against Al-Shabaab Outside Mogadishu 

11 September 2018 

Somali security forces, backed by African Union troops (AMISOM), have launched a joint 

operation aimed at beefing up the security of the main road between Afgoye and Balad. The 

allied forces are trying to flush out Al-Shabaab from the road which links the capital to the 

southern regions. The move comes after a series of attacks, which have left Members of 

Parliament and government officials dead. 

Al-Shabaab militants have intensified ambush attacks against the Somali and AU forces using 

the road and this has led to security challenges for HirShabelle state officials. The Al Qaeda-

linked Al-Shabaab fighters still control swathes of territory despite losing major ground, 

including in Mogadishu, to Somali and AMISOM soldiers 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-12-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Southwest and Puntland formall cut off ties with central government 

September 12, 2018 The leaders of 

Puntland and Southwest states have 

officially implemented the deal agreed by 

the regional states during their recent 

Inter-state forum held in Kismayo town. 

On Tuesday, Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden, 

Southwest state president and his 

Puntland counterpart, Abdiweli Mohamed Ali Gas, both informed their cabinets about the 

decision. 

The move comes as the country is facing another political turmoil which emerged between 

the central government and regional states over Mogadishu’s stance on the Gulf crisis. 

However, the Somali government is trying to defuse the tension through dialogue as 

President Farmajo asked the regional leaders to attend a consultative forum in Mogadishu 

which is slated for 17th and 18th September. 

http://radioshabelle.com/southwest-and-puntland-formall-cut-off-ties-with-central-

government/ 
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Kenya deploys additional troops along the border with Somalia 

September 12, 2018  

The government has finalized plans to 

recruit additional Kenya Police 

Reservists to be posted at 60 border 

points along the Kenya/Somalia 

border. Speaking to KNA in his office 

Tuesday, North Eastern regional 

Coordinator, Mohamed Birik said the 

reservists will boost security along the porous border that the Somali based Al-Shabaab 

terror group has been using to make incursions into the country. 

“The reservists will greatly boost the strength of our security officers, patrolling the porous 

border. They will closely work with the chiefs and their assistants on daily engagements,” 

Birik said. 

“Majority of those to be recruited are retired security officers who left the service with good 

track records. We shall thoroughly vet them,” he added. He said these are among several 

measures the government wants to put in place to secure the border and stop attacks 

perpetuated by the Al-Shabaab,” he added. Birik urged the residents to continue 

volunteering information on suspicious characters within their midst. 

“We are not out of the woods yet. More need to be done. I thank the people of this region 

for the support they have given to us on maintaining security of which we could not have 

made the gains we are proud of today,” he said. 

Birik declined to reveal the number to be recruited for security reasons. And talking 

separately to KNA on phone, MP Sophia Abdi (Ijara) and elder Dubat Amey hailed the move, 

saying it will bolster security in the region that still remains shaky. 
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Sophia, whose part of constituency borders Somalia said the residents understand the 

important role played by KPRs in maintaining security. “KPRs know and understand the 

terrain of their respective areas. They have knowledge of the people. They can easily detect 

and know an enemy because they mingle and interact with the communities,” Sophia said. 

She said the impact of the few officers already on the ground was being felt by the locals, 

since they have thwarted several attacks that would have led to casualties. Sophia 

challenged the government to equip the reservists, so that they can match the militants who 

most of the time use sophisticated weapons. 

“Recruiting them is one thing and equipping them is another altogether. We would not wish 

to see a situation where the militants attack our territory and overpower our officers 

because they are ill-equipped,” she noted. 

Dubat on his part called for thorough vetting of the KPRs officers saying that chances to 

prevent Al-Shabaab sympathizers finding their way to the country lies in the unit. “The 

exercise might prove counterproductive if it is not carried out well. We might end up having 

individuals who work with the militants by leaking crucial information whom we think they 

are ours,” Amey said. 

In 2017, Mandera governor, Ali Roba urged the state to move with speed and recruit more 

KPR officers, saying that they had played an important role in suppressing the Al-Shabaab 

threats especially along the border. 

http://radioshabelle.com/kenya-deploys-additional-troops-along-the-border-with-somalia/ 
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HirShabelle leader asked to resign for incompetence 

September 12, 2018  

The embattled president of HirShabelle state of Somalia, 

Mohamed Abdi Waare has been asked to immediately 

announce his resignation for failing to fulfil his responsibilities. 

Leading traditional elders in Hiran region in central Somalia 

called on President Waare to leave office after making vicious criticism against Somali 

Federal government this week. 

The call comes amid a standoff between the Somali central government and the Federal 

Member States, whose leaders have recently announced they have suspended relations in 

Villa Somalia. 

The regional presidents who held a meeting in Kismayo between 4th-8th September issued 

a joint communique accusing the Federal government of failing in security and war on Al-

Shabaab. 

After their decision, Somali president Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo called for a meeting in 

Mogadishu on 17th and 18th of this month, to discuss the current situation in the country. 

http://radioshabelle.com/hirshabelle-leader-asked-to-resign-for-incompetence/ 
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AMISOM And UNMAS Pledge To Work Together To Counter The Threat Of 

IEDs In Somalia 

11 September 2018 

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and the United Nations Mine Action Service 

(UNMAS) have pledged to strengthen their collaboration to effectively counter the threat 

posed by Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) to the country’s stability. The pledge was made 

on Tuesday at a meeting between the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the 

African Union Commission (SRCC) for Somalia Ambassador Francisco Madeira and the new 

Head of UNMAS Somalia, Qurat-ul-Ain Sadozai. 

Ambassador Madeira and Ms. Sadozai also promised to work closely with the Federal 

Government of Somalia (FGS) to tackle the use of Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive 

Devices (VBIED), which has become Al-Shabaab’s weapons of choice in the capital, 

Mogadishu, and other parts of the country. The two officials noted that tackling the threat 

posed by IEDs was crucial to the implementation of the transition plan which will transfer 

responsibilities from AMISOM to the Somali government from 2018 to 2021. “I look forward 

to us working together to tackle and eliminate the threat posed by IEDs. We are happy to 

join forces with UNMAS,” SRCC Madeira observed. 

On her part, Ms. Sadozai reiterated UNMAS’ continued support to AMISOM and briefed the 

SRCC on initiatives being undertaken to counter the use of IEDs. “There is need for us to 

work together to develop a more comprehensive approach to defeat the threat,” Ms. 

Sadozai who assumed office in July, this year, stated. UNMAS is a section of the Department 

of Peacekeeping Operations, formed in 1997, to serve as the United Nations focal point for 

mine action. It seeks to rid the world of the threat of landmines and unexploded ordnances. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-12-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/press-releases/un-names-south-african-

diplomat-as-somalia-envoy 
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Senate intervenes in ensuing political row, urges restrain  

September 12, 2018 - The Senate has stepped in to quell rising tensions between the Federal 

Government and the Federal Member States following declaration by state leaders to cut 

relations with Mogadishu. 

The Senate said Wednesday it was dispatching senators to the regional states to find 

avenues for resolution of the row with the federal government amid rhetoric from the states 

pushing for a tougher stance with the federal government. “The Committee, recalling the 

decisions taken in its 16th meeting of September 10, 2018, mandated to send delegations 

to all the regional states to assess the security and political situation of the country to resolve 

the dispute arising from the current crisis between the federal government and the states,” 

a statement from the Senate Business Committee read in part. 

The Senate also urged regional parliaments to find amicable solutions to disputes in the 

regions instead of resorting to impeachment motions. Galmudug parliament was today 

expected to vote in an impeachment motion to oust speaker Ali Asir who has been at 

loggerheads with a faction headed by state president Ahmed Haaf. The Senate House 

Business Committee chaired by the Speaker Abdi Hashi also urged the state legislators to 

give the committees a chance to find solutions to the disputes. 

Reports from Galmudug indicate the vote did not go ahead but the state assembly debated 

the conduct of the speaker. The Committee also called on the two levels of government to 

cease rhetoric which could inflame tensions. 

The Senate’s intervention comes amid uncertainty on whether the regional state leaders will 

attend the National Security Council convened by President Mohamed Farmaajo for 

September 17 and 18th. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/senate-intervenes-in-ensuing-political-row-urges-

restrain/ 
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Drought conditions continue to persist in Badhan district 

Published on 12 Sep 2018 — In 2016-2017, Somalia faced a devastating drought which put 

the lives of millions into risk. This led to water scarcity, depletion of pasture, widespread 

food insecurity and livestock mortality. By the end of 2016 and most of 2017, erratic rainfall 

in Sanaag Region resulted to insufficient water that led to a sharp increase in the prices of 

water. The urban population grew significantly, partly due to the increased number of 

internally displaced persons who lost their pastoral livelihoods during the drought. 

In 2018, a new set of challenges continues to affect residents of Badhan district as drought 

conditions persist in most parts of Sanaag region. The April to June Gu rainfall started earlier 

than normal and was significantly above average. As other parts of Somalia received 

significantly above average rains during the April to June Gu rainfall, which started earlier 

than normal in most parts of Somalia, extreme water and pasture shortages were reported 

in rainfall deficit areas of Bari, Nugaal, Sool and Sanaag regions, specifically Northern Inland 

Pastoralist, Nugaal Valley and parts of Golis and Coastal Deeh livelihood zones. Badhan 

district continues to face massive water and food scarcity due to the failed rains. The main 

water supply in the area is water trucking but with the poor road network, water prices have 

gone up making the very important commodity so expensive for the residents. An estimated 

48,254 households who were affected by the 2016-2017 drought continue to lose their 

livelihoods and still lack access to food, water and other basic commodities. 

According to an assessment conducted by HADMA in April 2018, pastoralists in the Northern 

Inland Pastoral (NIP), Badhan, Iskushuban, Gumbax, Bayla, and Hafun districts are migrating 

to areas that have received rains in search of food, water and pasture for their animals. Host 

communities across Puntland are in need of an integrated response such as water trucking, 

food distribution, cash distribution and livelihood support to sustain their recovery. 

Complete loss of livestock assets has pushed pastoralists to destitution, and subsequently 

led them to migrate to established peri-urban settlements such as Badhan and Erigavo in 

search of grazing grounds, livelihood opportunities and humanitarian assistance. ACTED has 

been supporting thousands of vulnerable communities in the region thanks to funding from 
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SHF, ECHO, SUEZ Foundation and USAID-OFDA to ensure they have access to food, water 

and other basic needs. ACTED has been operational in the region since 2017 to enhance the 

purchasing power of over 1,650 households who could hardly afford a meal a day. During 

the 2017 drought, ACTED conducted water trucking assistance to provide more than 5,000 

households with clean and safe water that was desperately needed. Three boreholes and 

eight shallow wells were rehabilitated to cater for the needs of over 31,000 households 

together with their livestock. Currently, ACTED is supporting 3 villages in Badhan District with 

rehabilitation of three water facilities to assist 15,000 households while supporting 568 

households financially to increase their purchasing power. 

With both the drought and floods baring the same effects to the Somali people, caution must 

be taken to ensure the effects are dealt with to avoid a catastrophe. Emphasis should be 

placed on the ongoing water scarcity, loss of livelihoods and food crises in Badhan. The 

situation will continue to deteriorate if urgent integrated response is not scaled up. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/drought-conditions-continue-persist-badhan-district 
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QFFD funds Somalia’s rehabilitation project 

Qatar ambassador to Somalia Hassan bin 

Hamza Hashem among Somalia officials at 

the ceremony.  

Somalia Prime Minister Hassan Ali 

Khayre laid the cornerstone for the 

rehabilitation and building project of the 

ministry of planning, investment and economic development of the country funded by Qatar 

through Qatar Fund For Development (QFFD). 

This project is one of the development projects provided by Qatar to Somalia in accordance 

with the agreement signed by the two sides in November 2017 for the implementation of a 

number of projects in Somalia. 

Somalia’s Minister of Planning, Investment and Economic Development Gamal Mohamed 

Hassan, Somalia’s Minister of Education, Culture and Higher Education Abdullahi Godah 

Barre, Qatar ambassador to Somalia Hassan bin Hamza Hashem, and a number of senior 

officials in Somalia attended the ceremony. 

During the ceremony, the Somali prime minister thanked Qatar for its continued support 

and expressed hope that the ministry building would be rebuilt within a year and called for 

Somali people to co-operate in the rehabilitation of federal government buildings. (QNA) 
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World Bank Warns Political Discord Could Derail Somalia’s Debt Relief 

Process 

12 September 2018 - Political disputes and fragmentation between the federal and state 

governments risks curtailing Somalia’s efforts at attaining debt relief, the World Bank has 

warned. Noting that growth in the Horn of Africa nation remains fragile, the global lender 

said in its third economic update for Somalia, that risks associated with reform delays are 

high in light of a slowed economic growth in 2017. “In turn, a slowdown on the reform path 

could delay the normalization of Somalia’s relations with the International Financial 

Institutions (IFIs) through the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) process which in turn 

would delay Somalia’s access to IDA and critical national investments,” the report notes. The 

International Development Association (IDA), is a part of the World Bank that provides 

grants and soft loans to the world’s poorest countries. 

The report’s findings come amidst an ongoing political fallout between the federal 

government and the federal member states which last week declared they would cease 

cooperation with Mogadishu over a litany of accusations among them ‘interference and 

destabilization of state governments’. It also remains unclear if the federal state leaders will 

attend the upcoming National Security Council meeting in Mogadishu scheduled 

for September 17 and 18 which President Mohamed Farmaajo convened the same day the 

federal state leaders announced cession of relations. The simmering tensions between the 

Executive and the Senate saw the latter skip a joint opening of the federal parliament last 

week further compounding escalating political disputes in the country. 

According to the World Bank report, Somalia’s economy registered a subdued growth of 2.3 

per cent owing to drought which cost the economy an estimated $3.2 billion in addition to 

sharp decline of livestock exports. Livestock exports fell by 75% reaching a low of 1.3 million 

live animals against a high of 5.3 million in 2015. The World Bank also identifies security 

concerns and higher oil prices as other risks that could delay growth. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-12-2018-daily-monitoring-report/  
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Lack Of Mobile Money Regulation Exposes Somali Economy To 

Macroeconomic Effects-World Bank 

12 September 2018 - An estimated 155 million mobile money transactions amounting to 

about $2.7 billion a month take place in Somalia, the World Bank has said but raised the red 

flag over plausible fiscal risks in the event of disruption to mobile money platforms. In its 

third Somali Economic Update released Monday in Mogadishu, the World Bank noted that 

whereas mobile money platforms have immensely eased transactions and provided 

opportunities for economic growth, lack of regulation paused serious macroeconomic 

effects. 

As mobile money represents a large share of the money supply, the report says, the domestic 

economy is highly dependent on the stability and continued operation of mobile money 

platforms. “Unmitigated disruption in service delivery including transient outages caused by 

technical glitches could be devastating for the livelihoods of the Somali population that 

depend on mobile money services to meet their daily needs,” the report notes. 

The report which gives a detailed look into the risks and opportunities in mobile money in 

Somalia highlights three main risks the mobile money sector is exposed to in Somalia. First, 

since there is no legal requirement for mobile network operators to deposit funds in a trust 

or a bank account as a buffer, customers are exposed to risks of losing their money in the 

event providers enter into risky investments. “As the float held on the phones of mobile 

money users grows ever bigger, the temptation is for the mobile network operators to use 

those funds in risky investments or overseas transactions, as there is no requirement for 

them to hold funds in a trust fund or bank account.” 

Secondly, the report notes the absence of know-your-customer requirements means 

customers are not protected in case of disputes. Further the ease of opening multiple mobile 

accounts without identification makes countering money laundering and tracking funding to 

terrorism activities difficult. The Central Bank of Somalia does not regulate mobile money 

EUTM - SOMALIA 13/09/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 20



 

 

sector leaving customers to no recourse in the event of malpractices by operators, the report 

adds. 

To address these concerns, the report calls for a raft of measures to ensure mobile money 

sector is effectively regulated without stifling its growth. It proposes the amendment of the 

Financial Institutions Law of 2012 to expand CBS mandate to oversee regulation of emerging 

financial services such as mobile money. The roles and responsibilities of the various actors 

that are part of the mobile money system need to be clarified to ensure transparency and 

accountability and integrity of the financial sector, the report recommends. 

It further calls for introduction of a mobile money regulatory regime to manage financial 

stability risks and bolster the contribution of mobile money to inclusive growth, resilience 

and poverty reduction. Regulation should be phased, the report says noting of priority is 

safeguarding the consumer funds and ensuring continued and undisrupted service delivery. 

Strengthening service delivery through innovation and consumer protection including data 

privacy and protection follow in tow. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-12-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Islamic Development Bank Freezes Somalia Project  

September 12, 2018 11:29 AM  

The Islamic Development Bank has 

suspended a multimillion dollar project 

in Somalia due to accusations of 

corruption and mismanagement. 

Started in October 2016, the Dryland 

Development Project was being conducted in three rural villages to help pastoralists build 

resilience to drought, give them access to health and education services, and develop 

livestock and crops. 

The project was set to cost $5 million overall, and since February 2017, the Islamic 

Development Bank (IsDB) had transferred about $1.5 million to an account at Somalia's 

central bank in three installments. 

But according to an IsDB audit of the project, a progress report submitted by the project's 

coordinator, Abdishakur Aden Mohamud, contained "no substantial information" on what 

the project has achieved. 

A letter by IsDB written on July 5 this year, seen by VOA Somali's Investigative Dossier 

program, said there was no supporting evidence for the claims made in the report. The letter 

stated the audit raised several concerns, including the lack of a coherent payment system 

and overpayments to a supplier. 

The IsDB also said while the audit was being conducted, the project coordinator made cash 

and check withdrawals which it said was "not in line with the fiduciary and financial 

management system." 

The bank has asked the Somali federal government to investigate and take appropriate 

actions. In the meantime, IsDB has frozen the account. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 13/09/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 22



 

 

Somali government prosecution  

Corruption is a problem that has bedeviled Somali governments for decades. The problem 

persists despite pledges from successive governments to eliminate it. 

Recently, the government of President Muhammad Abdullahi Muhammad detained 10 

people — including several port workers and another project director — for alleged public 

theft. The government has also suspended Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Mukhtar 

Mahad Daud for corruption allegations. 

As for the Dryland project, the government says project coordinator Aden was arrested 

August 1.  

Deputy Attorney General Jamal Mohamed Ahmed says he is confident the government has 

a strong case against Aden. 

"This is a large corruption case and mismanagement and abuse of power at the office [of the 

coordinator]," he told Investigative Dossier. "When we received the case we investigated, 

we obtained documents and we'll present it to the court." 

VOA investigation 

VOA's investigation into the project suggests it was mishandled from the start. For instance, 

Aden did not win his job on a competitive basis. He started work in October 2016 without 

having a proper contractual service with the Ministry of Finance, earning $6,000 a month 

according to an internal government report seen by Investigative Dossier. 

Former finance minister Mohamed Aden Fargeti, who was in charge of the ministry when 

the project started, confirms that Aden did not have a proper contract, but was given a 

"letter of appointment" instead. 

The internal report details that the project spent more than $505,000 for the salaries of 19 

staff members, an amount that exceeds the expenditure spent on the project during the 

entire first year, which was $407,743. 
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The report could not find any documentation for nearly $100,000 which was reported to 

have been spent on office supplies. This suggests that only $400,000 of the first $1 million 

allocated for the project has been spent on needy people. 

Even then there is no evidence showing money was spent correctly on pastoralists. 

The coordinator is also accused of withdrawing funds from the central bank account, 

something that subcontractors and service providers should have done. 

The former finance minister, Fargeti, says the letter of appointment did not give the 

coordinator authority to make withdrawals from the bank without countersignature, as 

found by the internal government report. 

Lawyer rejects allegations 

Aden's lawyer, Ali Halane, denies the corruption allegations against his client. He said the 

government is relying on five individuals who worked at the project to testify against Aden. 

He dismissed all the accusations against Aden, including that he made cash and check 

withdrawals from the bank during the audit. He said the withdrawals he made were 

countersigned by the Ministry of Finance. 

Meantime, a court in Mogadishu has refused to release Aden on bail. 

IsDB spokesman Abdulhakim Elwaer praises the Somali government for removing the 

coordinator and for promising to investigate the issue. 

"We received an immediate response from the government taking appropriate action to 

investigate the case and, of course, make sure the corrective action is taken," he said. 

Elwaer says the bank did not ask the government to detain the official, but says they 

welcome his removal from the post. 

"The one that really concerns us from the direct point of view is the replacement of the 

project coordinator with a new one ... that satisfies one of the questions in terms of lack of 

management," he said. 
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He said IsDB set conditions for the resumption of the project. "We have proposed that we 

will provide the necessary training on financial management for all the staff that are 

managing the project. We also want the appointment of the project coordinator be done on 

a competitive basis." 

He said the project will resume as soon as the Somali government accepts the conditions. 

"So given the urgency and the importance of the matter we look forward to, maybe [in a] 

couple of months, to resolve the matter and be able to proceed if all goes well," he said. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-development-bank-freezes-somalia-project-

mismanagement/4568564.html 
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Are Somali Troops Prepared to Lead the War Against al-Shabab?  

September 11WASHINGTON —  As the 

African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) prepares to implement the 

planned phased withdrawal of more than 

21,000 troops fighting militant groups, 

including al-Shabab and the Islamic State in 

Somalia, some experts are concerned that the country may not be prepared to take on the 

task in the face of growing political divisions and lack of military equipment and training.  As 

part of the first phase, AMISOM plans to withdraw about 1,000 troops by February 2019. 

The process of handing over responsibility of some forward-operating bases to the Somali 

national army has already begun.  

The plan is to gradually withdraw all AMISOM troops from the country and hand over the 

lead security responsibility to local government forces. The transition would occur based on 

the conditions on the ground and the preparedness of the Somali National Security Forces 

(SNFS), according to officials at AMISOM. Assessment urged - At a meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, 

in late August, the military operations coordinating committee of the AMISOM urged the 

Somali National Army to identify its training requirements in view of the upcoming AMISOM 

pullback in February.  

But some experts charge that the timelines are hard to follow and that it would take a longer 

process for AMISOM to withdraw from Somalia.  “I will be surprised if these timelines are 

held,” Omar Mahmood, a Somali analyst with the South Africa-based Institute of Security 

Studies Africa, told VOA.  “I think it’s going to be a much longer process than what people 

are really thinking about right now,” he added.  Mahmood said there has been some 

progress with the training of the Somali security forces, but they are unable to take on a 

leading role without international support.  

“If you are talking about in terms of the whole security of Somalia, no, of course not. I don’t 

think the security forces are ready, but I think you need to start showing some signs of 
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progress, especially because the issue is linked to AMISOM’s talk of withdrawal,” Mahmood 

added. Paul Williams, an associate professor at George Washington University’s Elliott 

School of International Affairs, said he thinks the success of the process depends on accurate 

and calculative assessments on the ground. “The effect is likely to vary depending on what 

type of forces AMISOM might withdraw, and where,” Williams told VOA. “If a relatively small 

number of troops were withdrawn on the basis of an accurate assessment of the al-Shabab 

threat, and the remaining forces are given better enablers (aviation, rapid reaction and ISR 

units), then the impact would likely be small or even net positive.”  

Somali stance - Somali officials maintain that the country has made progress and that it’s in 

a better position to take on more responsibility for the security of parts of the country.  In 

May, Abdisaid Musse Ali, Somalia’s national security adviser, reportedly told a joint A.U.-

U.N. delegation that he was assessing the situation in Somalia ahead of the planned 

transition of security responsibilities to the Somali security forces, and that his country 

should not be judged based on the past. 

“The transition plan represents a significant change in the planning and delivery of security 

in Somalia. It is not business as usual,” Ali told the delegation, according to an AMISOM press 

release. “We need to build a state, and building a state meant the Somalis needed to take 

responsibility not only of the military, but also of the administration of the country,”Ali 

added.  

Abdulhakim Haji Mohamud Faqi, the former two-time Somali defense minister, echoed Ali’s 

assessment and said Somalia must be supported in its quest for gradually taking the lead.  

“Somali government officials indicated that the Somali security forces are now capable and 

ready for the gradual handover of security responsibility from AMISOM,” Faqi told VOA. “We 

must trust and support the government in this aspect.”  

Training - Somali security forces are currently being trained by AMISOM, Turkey, the United 

Arab Emirates and the EU. The U.S. military’s Africa Command is also helping with training.  

A U.S. military official told VOA that the U.S. trains Somali soldiers and targets terror groups.  

“AFRICOM provides training and security force assistance to the SNSF, including support for 

intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance to facilitate their efforts to target violent 
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extremist organizations in their country,” U.S. Air Force Maj. Karl Wiest, a spokesperson for 

AFRICOM, told VOA. “Our military actions, to include precision strikes against the al-Qaida-

aligned, al-Shabab terrorist groups, as well as ISIS-Somalia, are done in support and with the 

concurrence of the federal government [Somalia],” Wiest said, using an acronym for the 

militant group, Islamic State. But experts point to lack of coordination among these trainer 

countries, which leads to poor results on the ground.  Williams, the George Washington 

professor, believes that several international actors have spent a decade trying to build an 

effective national force in Somalia, but with little success.  

“This failure suggests serious changes are required to how Somalia receives security force 

assistance, probably involving fewer external providers,” he said. Mahmood charges that 

because of the involvement of several external parties, individual units are often trained 

effectively. However, the macro-level training soldiers receive differs from unit to unit, 

depending on which country is involved, which undermines efforts of building a unified 

force.  

“The individual trainings themselves could be very adequate, but it doesn’t necessarily mean 

that you are building a really unified force that can act in a cohesive manner,” Mahmood 

said. Both Mahmood and Williams call for better coordination among countries that help 

train Somali soldiers.  

Political differences - Analysts such as Mahmood believe that the main obstacle to the 

creation of an effective national army in Somalia is the inability of the political class to 

reconcile with each other. 

“There are just a high number of divisions -- one at the clan level, and two at a sort of 

Mogadishu versus the federal member states, and so on,” Mahmood said.  

“Right now, I think, what you have in some of the federal member states are militias or units 

that are really responding not to Mogadishu, but to their respective member state capitals,” 

Mahmood added. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/somali-troops-against-al-shabab/4566398.html 
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Why Somalia cannot Join Kenya as one 'Unit'  

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 - I was 

intrigued by the title of an article written by 

a certain Karanja Kabage, a Kenyan, who is 

an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya. The 

article was probably written in a Kenyan 

Newspaper and reproduced in Hiiraan 

Online, an internet media and information 

provider on Somalia and Somalis, on September 8, 2018. The title read “It’s time Kenya and 

Somalia became one unit”. The article started with a true statement, which read “Sometimes 

the unthinkable can become reality if we applied our minds to possibilities and fortunes 

beyond our ordinary imaginations”. While the statement is true, I doubt the proposal offered 

by Karanja is a workable solution. It is more, a wishful thinking and a dream, than a realizable 

proposition. 

This article is to respond to Karanja’s proposal and expose some of the fallacies that negate 

such a proposition.  Kenya’s armed forces walked into parts of Somalia without the consent 

of neither the Somali government of the time nor the United Nations. Actually, it was a 

breach of the UN Charter, which prohibits nations invading others. Article 2 of the UN 

Charter states “All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or 

use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any 

other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.” In 2011, when Kenyan 

forces invaded Somalia, they neither had the approval of the United Nations nor the 

approval of AU or even IGAD to which both countries of Somalia and Kenya belong, let alone 

the Somali government of the time. They spent a substantial amount of money, time and 

energy correcting that action for years until they finally got the approval of some nations, 

who accepted the fait accompli of the Kenyan armed forces. But for Somalis, that 

intervention still remains illegal, which the Kenyan government has not corrected yet. How 
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could a victim join an invader? The Somalis have not yet developed the Stockholm syndrome 

and I doubt they would ever. 

 It is true that Somalia is improving but not because of Kenya’s forces. The areas where the 

Kenyans entered Somalia is still invested with the Shabab, which was supposedly the reason 

they walked in without invitation into Somalia, in the first place. In fact, Somalis ask 

themselves “What are the Kenyans doing in Somalia?” and the answer is not as complicated 

as one might think. They are in Somalia for many reasons, the Somalis say, but the most 

obvious they normally quote in their discussions, are the following: 

Ø  To use the port of Kismayo as an entry point for Kenya’s contraband goods, of which the 

Kenyan Army is the biggest beneficiary. 

Ø  To support the Shabab although they cry wolf about them. The fact that the Shabab is 

expanding into Kenya today after seven years of the Kenyan Army presence in Somalia, is an 

indication of the assistance extended by the Kenyan Army to the Shabab. 

Ø  To support irresponsible Somalis to ensure that the Somali Government never stands on 

its own feet. 

There was no supreme sacrifice or any sacrifice for that matter by the Kenyan Army for 

Somalia. The losses they have incurred is generally said to be that “they have been sacrificed 

by their government for the personal enrichment of Kenya’s Armed Forces commanders and 

some of Kenya’s politicians”. Karanja should know this, if he doesn’t already know. This is 

propagated by Kenya’s newspapers almost daily.  In an article published by the Standard 

Digital on January 14th, 2018, the paper noted that Kenya spends some K.Sh. 7,000 per 

soldier per day and this covers their food, transport, communications, water and medical 

care. This amounts to some 2.52 million Kenyan Shillings per year which roughly converts to 

some US$25,000, an amount which is too high for an economy such as Kenya’s, although 

most of the funds are paid by non-Kenyan governments such as the EU. But the loss of life 

and other financial costs are certainly high and for what – to contain the Shabab, which they 

have not done even after seven years! There must be some other motive, an agenda, which 

they are trying to hide but Somalis are old nation and they know. It would be better for 
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Kenya to remove its forces back to Kenya and defend their country from within the pseudo 

border they claim. 

Somalia, like all the other countries of the world needs the support of other nations but 

Somalia does not need those who thrive on its demise and, for certain, Somalia and Somalis 

are aware that Kenya is one of the nations that have benefitted from the demise of Somalia. 

Somalia does not need the help of Kenya. We invite them to close their airspace and their 

seaports and any links they have with Somalia and we will see who the loser is of the two. 

Certainly, it will be Kenya. Somalia instead of joining a country like Kenya should claim the 

Somali North and North East of the country which belongs to Somalis. He forgot about Isiolo, 

Wajir, Mandera, Garissa and Marsabit,  

Karanja Kabage also forgot that the Horn of Africa is in fact a Somali Peninsula, which is 

currently home to over 49 Million Somalis as follows: 

·         Somali Republic    28 Million 

·         Somali State, Ethiopia   12 Million 

·         Djibouti    1 Million 

·         NFD, Kenya    8 Million 

·         Total     49 Million 

Karanja may not believe in these numbers, but this is how the Somali population looks like 

and we are still growing in numbers across the globe. Indeed, the Somali nation is a unique 

nation, which occupies the extreme East of the African Continent, the strategic Horn of 

Africa, and which straddles one of the major sea lanes of the world. It is a homogenous 

nation, which enjoys a unique socio-economic profile and it belongs to one religion, one sect 

of the religion and one subsect of the religion and one language and a long, long history. It 

is the nation which sent Africa’s first Ambassador to China back in the 14th century, 

Ambassador Sa’id of Mogadishu. He represented The Somali kingdom of Mogadishu at the 

time in the Yuan Dynasty of China. Why would a homogenous nation such as Somalia is, seek 

to disturb that homogenity and bring others into the fold. Somalis are not held together by 

one leader as Karanja asserts that it was held together by General Mohamed Siad Barre, but 
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by history, ethnicity, blood and socio-economic relationships that date back to thousands of 

years. Somalia and Somalis are not new as Karanja may make us to believe. Somalis founded 

Ancient Egypt as Ancient Egyptians referred to Somalia as Land of Punt or land of the Gods 

as they knew it then, as a source of cultural and religious influence and a land, which the 

Egyptians viewed as their place of origin and blessed by the gods. Many ancient Egyptian 

language words are still part of Somalis living language such as “Webi” for river, “Rageedii” 

for perfect men, “Geyi”for land, “Huuno” for young man or young girl, “Aar” for lion “Bisad” 

for cat, Orah” for sun, “RAC” for Sun God from which come  words such as “Garac” as son of 

God, “Gawrac” as Sacrifice for God, etc. 

We agree on the geography of the two countries as described by Karanja. However, we do 

not see how that explains the need for joining the two countries. In the first place, Kenya 

occupies a Somali territory, the North East or the NFD as it is more commonly known, which 

in 1963 constituted the counties of Marsabit, Mandera, Isiolo, Garissa and Wajir. In 1963, 

the ex-colonial power did hold a referendum in the NFD to choose between joining Somalia 

or Kenya and population of the NFD overwhelmingly (86%) chose to join Somalia. Yet it 

remains part of Kenya. If the two countries must have to join each other, let Kenya free the 

NFD first and let it join the rest of Somalia. This would create a goodwill among the peoples 

of Kenya and the Somali people, when such a proposal of Karanja could sensibly be 

investigated by Somalis.  One more item for karanja’s information is the unnecessary 

maritime dispute created by Kenya, when it took advantage to pressure some of our pseudo 

politicians to enter into an MOU, basically putting into a dispute the maritime boundary 

between the two countries.  As International Court of Justice ruled that case has to go into 

a full hearing, which Kenya is trying to avoid as it knows, it would lose. How could Somalia 

join a country that is pursuing to take another portion of Somalia’s territory in addition to 

the NFD. But worst than these claims, is the deliberate ignorance of the Garissa Massacre of 

1980 when 3000 Somali men were killed by Kenya’s forces, the Wagalla Massacre  of 1984 

when kenya’s security forces again massacred 5,000 Somali men and the continuing 

harassment of Somali refugees in the Somali territory of the NFD – the Dadaab Refugee 

camp. These remain uncovered wounds that have not healed yet. The Kenya government 

has not apologized for these massacres and it has not compensated the victims of these 

horrible actions of the Kenya security services. The proposal, it would appear to us, has been 

made through complete ignorance of the historical relationship between the two countries. 
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I am sure he would cry-wolf that Somalia remains an expansionist nation. This is far from the 

truth. We can always discuss a federation or a united country with a name to be invented, 

when we first set the table right and setting the table right starts with freeing the people of 

the NFD of 1963 and letting them join the Somali Republic and giving up on the claim on 

Somalia’s maritime territory. Somalis, as Karanja asserts, are enterprising people and they 

have been like that throughout history and this is not something new. As we pointed out 

they sent the first African Ambassador to China in the 14th century. Their ancestors created 

the Ancient Egyptian empire, the empire that built one of the wonders of the ancient world, 

the pyramids. If he does not know, some of those ancient taallos (pyramids) are still in 

Somalia. And the Somalis are spread over most of the nations of the world. They are citizens 

of 73% of the world’s countries of today - a big asset, isn’t it? And it is also true that they 

occupy very senior positions of the Kenyan Government. It would not be far-fetched to think 

of, when a Somali would be the Head of State of Kenya. May be then, we can talk about 

joining the two countries. But not certainly in the present juncture of history. 

For Somalis to make their mark on the world, they do not need to choose between the 

Arabian Peninsula and Kenya. Somalis like and enjoy their independence and would prefer 

first to have all Somali territories reconstituted, which would make it a formidable force, and 

which probably scares Kenya and other neighboring countries and hence their constant 

interference in Somali affairs including this ill-thought of proposal of Karanja. Even with a 

weak government as it is, it is almost impossible for any of the neighboring countries to 

venture into Somalia and enjoy a peaceful stay. The lessons learned by them are so obvious. 

The losses of the Kenya Army in Somalia during the past seven years should have put some 

sense into Karanja. But it seems he did not learn anything from this vast and terrible 

experience of his army in Somalia nor did he learn from the adventure of the late Meles 

Zenawi in 2007 when he had to pull his army out of Somalia with their tails between their 

legs. They have only come back at the request of the Somali government and they will be 

going back soon and so would the Kenyans, because there is really nothing to gain from the 

hardy Somalis, other than hardships and many losses of limb and life. We would consider 

the proposition when the total Somali territories, an area of about 1,068,000 sq.km and sea 

coast of some 3,800 Km from Obokh of Djibouti to the estuary of River Tana, the 

Southernmost boundary of the Somali territory is reunited with the mother country instead 

of newborn countries such as Kenya. We do not see what 230 km of a Kenya coast would 
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add to our maritime resources. Coming to the market size, Kenya is already a segment and 

only a segment of the expanding markets of the enterprising Somali businessmen, who are 

setting up their businesses across the continent and beyond the continent. We do not see 

how limiting ourselves to joining Kenya would be useful to the Somali entrepreneurs. 

And now the constitutional construct! I am surprised at the proposal. When you want to 

entice someone to join you, normal people would make juicy and sweetening offerings. Here 

comes Karanja and he offers a structure where his fellow Kenyans lead, and Somalis follow 

at the tail end. Are you kidding? Think again, man! Africans never give up power and he 

wants us to believe that Uhuru and his folk would simply give up power to give it to the 

Somali and especially, when it come to his claim that Kenyans would make up 71% of the 

united country he proposes. If Kenya helps secure the reconstitution of the Somali territories 

in the Horn of Africa and actively plays a significant role in that reconstitution, then the 

populations of the two countries would be more balanced, and one can, then, consider 

thinking of the impossible. We now must conclude our response to the proposal and its 

general module. It would seem to us that the way forward for Somalia and Somalis run 

parallel to the proposal and do not cross paths with it in any way.  Based on the needs of the 

Somali state at present or in the near future, we do not find Kenya a good match for the 

Somali state’s program. Culturally, the two countries are very different. Linguistically, we are 

also very different. Economically, we are not connected. Ethiopia would be a more suitable 

proposition for Somalia if it has to join any other country because of the cultural affinity and 

historical affinity and even for the economic affinity of the two countries. But Somalia is not 

ready to consider any partnership with any country that involves a union with any other 

country in the present time. If Kenya must join another country, we suggest it should look 

to other neighboring countries with whom it has more cultural relatedness than looking into 

Somalia as a future partner. Joining other countries such as Tanzania and Uganda and even 

South Sudan would serve Kenya better, if they would ever accept such a proposition. We 

suggest that Karanja look into and explore such possibilities  

https://hiiraan.com/op4/2018/sept/160059/why_somalia_cannot_join_kenya_as_one_uni

t.aspx 
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Somaliland: ‘Declaration of Peace’ Halts Protracted Conflict in Ceel Afweyn 

11 Sep 2018 - Ceel Afweyn is a district in Somaliland that has recently been prone to conflict, 

mostly driven by disagreements over grazing land, scarce water resources, and disputes over 

political power and influence. Over the past two years, the district has experienced conflict 

between two local communities, leading to a rise in armed violence amid a humanitarian 

crisis caused by a severe drought. It has been the case that whenever conflict escalates into 

violence, the worst afflictions are borne by children, women, youth, and families. In this 

recent case for instance, militia violence and limited government and police presence caused 

the closure of many schools and in other ways disrupted community life. The feuding 

communities sue for peace - The situation in Ceel Afweyn is anomalous in an otherwise 

stable Somaliland. After considering the loss of lives and the overall toll of the conflict, 

members of the two feuding communities decided to sue for peace. The Academy for Peace 

and Development (APD), supported by Interpeace, agreed to support a one-month 

mediation process initiated under the auspices of the Somaliland Government in mid-July 

2018. A 66-member delegation, drawn from all the six regions of Somaliland, was formed to 

help convene the communities. The delegation devoted immense time and energy to the 

process, encouraging the two communities to disarm their respective militias and securing 

their commitment to dialogue. To complement the efforts of the delegation, 25 women from 

the two feuding communities organized themselves into an informal peace structure. The 

women began visiting homes in the villages surrounding the town of Ceel Afweyn, where 

they spread messages of peace, raised awareness of the ongoing mediation process, and 

updated villagers about the progress of the dialogue. On its part, APD facilitated focus group 

discussions to help map the needs and priorities of the communities beyond the immediate-

term goal of halting the prolonged conflict. APD also held a workshop for over 50 youth from 

Ceel Afweyn and Hargeisa, to enhance the capacity of young people to actively participate 

in the conflict resolution and reconciliation process. Mediation efforts yield a peace 

agreement - In the end, the two communities agreed to reconcile and announced a 

‘Declaration of Peace’. Expectant residents, politicians and civil society representatives 

crowded the town, eagerly waiting to receive the final version of the peace agreement. The 

communities further formed a Coordination and Monitoring Committee to help settle their 
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past grievances by bringing justice and overseeing the implementation of the peace 

agreement. Following the ‘Declaration of Peace’, APD took the opportunity to consult 

different groups within the society in Ceel Afweyn, including women’s groups, youth and 

elders. The consultations sought to establish the needs and priorities of the local 

communities as a first step in the incremental process towards long term peace and 

reconciliation. During the consultations, residents requested APD and Interpeace to provide 

support for the establishment of a youth committee and a women’s committee with 

representation from both communities, to support further awareness-raising activities 

about the peace agreement, and to facilitate connections with the business community as 

an important player in the peacebuilding process. These inputs and requests will be 

validated with the wider community before being formulated into concrete engagements by 

APD and Interpeace in support of the communities’ desire for lasting peace. Residents and 

authorities welcome the peace agreement - It was apparent from the reaction of the 

residents of Ceel Afweyn that the reconciliation between the two communities was long 

overdue. The ‘Declaration of Peace’ has gained strong traction in the district, and the success 

of the Ceel Afweyn mediation process has attracted the attention of the Somaliland 

Government. The Minister of Interior, Mohamed Kahin, lauded APD for “their immense 

efforts during the reconciliatory talks” and for mobilizing the required support to make 

peace a reality for the estimated 100,000 residents of Ceel Afweyn. The success of this initial 

phase of the peacebuilding process in Ceel Afweyn inspires the hope of sustainable peace in 

the future. The pledge by the two rival communities to leave their past grievances behind 

and to instead look forward is an encouraging sign for APD and Interpeace to continue 

supporting the implementation of the peace agreement and other subsequent initiatives 

towards building trust and social reconciliation. The prospect of long-term peace is further 

bolstered by the fact that the reconciliation effort was initiated by the communities 

themselves, anchored in traditional Somali conflict resolution mechanisms, and with the full 

support of the government. “The mediation in Ceel Afweyn was Somaliland-led, locally 

owned and a culturally-rooted process, which enabled local actors to solve their problems,” 

said Mohammed Farah, Director of APD. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somaliland-declaration-peace-halts-protracted-

conflict-ceel-afweyn 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 13/09/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 36

http://www.araweelonews.com/news-in-english/somaliland-the-academy-for-peace-and-development-apd-plays-vital-role-for-el-afweyn-reconciliatory-talks/
http://www.araweelonews.com/news-in-english/somaliland-the-academy-for-peace-and-development-apd-plays-vital-role-for-el-afweyn-reconciliatory-talks/
http://www.araweelonews.com/news-in-english/somaliland-the-academy-for-peace-and-development-apd-plays-vital-role-for-el-afweyn-reconciliatory-talks/
http://www.araweelonews.com/news-in-english/somaliland-the-academy-for-peace-and-development-apd-plays-vital-role-for-el-afweyn-reconciliatory-talks/
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somaliland-declaration-peace-halts-protracted-conflict-ceel-afweyn
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somaliland-declaration-peace-halts-protracted-conflict-ceel-afweyn
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somaliland-declaration-peace-halts-protracted-conflict-ceel-afweyn
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somaliland-declaration-peace-halts-protracted-conflict-ceel-afweyn


 

 

 

A Trumpian War on Terror That Just Keeps Getting Bigger 

“Drone strikes may have a purpose, but they are no substitute for a political strategy.” 

Sep 11, 2018  MOGADISHU—On August 29, U.S. forces carried out their 21st confirmed air 

strike in Somalia this year. The short U.S. Africa Command (Africom) press release 

announcing the strike on al-Shabaab, the al-Qaeda–linked insurgency that has sought to 

implement a hard-line Islamic state in Somalia, resembled those that had come before it: It 

did not specify the kind of aircraft used, the exact location of the strike, or the identities of 

those killed. As with past press statements, this one also claimed that no civilians had been 

killed or injured in the strike. Though America’s drone war in Somalia has been shrouded in 

secrecy, in the past year and a half the number of American air strikes in Somalia have 

notably increased. According to multiple foreign analysts, Somali officials, and several al-

Shabaab defectors, these strikes have become one of the most effective tools in confronting 

the group. The air campaign has hindered al-Shabaab’s ability to communicate, sown 

widespread mistrust among its members, and restricted its leaders’ mobility. 

The noticeable uptick in strikes in Somalia came after President Donald Trump approved 

policy changes ending the limitation on drone strikes imposed by the Obama administration. 

In March 2017, Trump designated parts of Somalia an “area of active hostilities,” temporarily 

bringing them under less restrictive targeting rules. By September of last year, his 

administration had reportedly approved new targeting rules for drone strikes called 

“Principles, Standards, and Procedures,” which dismantled several Barack Obama–era 

restrictions. As the Pentagon’s freedom to carry out drone strikes in Somalia has expanded, 

so too has the CIA’s authorities to conduct drone warfare in North Africa. According to a 

report from The New York Times published over the weekend, the CIA is set to conduct 

secret drone strikes in North Africa from a newly expanded base in the Sahara and with 

authorities once scaled back under the Obama administration.  This latest strike in Somalia, 

which occurred in the southwestern part of the country, killed three unnamed members of 

al-Shabaab, according to Africom. That American airpower is necessary to fight a 5,000-man 

insurgency, operating mostly with old AK-47s, may seem surprising. But local forces advised 

by American special operators have proven unable to break a tired pattern born from ground 
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operations: First, African Union peacekeepers and Somali national-security forces repel al-

Shabaab from a rural town; several days later, they withdraw from the town to a nearby 

forward-operating base; and then, predictably, al-Shabaab returns. 

Negotiating with al-Shabaab will get America out of Somalia 

Why do security and a strong government in Mogadishu matter for U.S. interests? Though 

America’s fight against the Islamic State in North Africa has made headlines over the past 

year, chaos in Somalia has long been a focal point for the U.S. global War on Terror. Al-

Shabaab pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda in 2012, and in recent years a small contingent of 

the Islamic State has set up camp in Somalia’s north, raising fears in Washington that it could 

become a staging ground for international terrorists. Indeed, despite the Pentagon’s current 

discussions about dramatically reducing the number of U.S. commandos and drawing down 

outposts across the continent, Somalia is one of only two African countries in which the 

United States will maintain a robust military presence. The problem is that while air strikes 

and ground offensives can disrupt al-Shabaab’s ability to conduct attacks, Somalia cannot 

establish lasting security without help to build sustainable governing institutions. Ostensibly, 

such state-building efforts would be led by the State Department and the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID), which have sought to bolster local government 

institutions and Somalia’s civil society, and provide basic services such as education and 

health care. But as the State Department’s already weak authority is further diminished 

under the Trump administration, the Pentagon has effectively taken the lead in Somalia. 

“Drone strikes may have a purpose, but they are no substitute for a political strategy,” Ken 

Menkhaus, a Somalia expert at Davidson College, told me. Al-Shabaab, he said, survives by 

exploiting the grievances of clans and other groups marginalized by an empowered elite. 

This “is fundamentally a political problem, not a military problem, and that requires a 

political solution and not a military solution,” he said. 

In the decade after the Black Hawk Down disaster in 1993, in which 18 American soldiers 

were killed and 73 were injured in a bloody battle in Mogadishu, U.S. policy makers sought 

to avoid direct intervention in Somalia. But as fears of the spread of Islamic extremism 

gripped Washington after 9/11, the CIA partnered with Somali warlords to target al-Qaeda 

operatives in the country. When a coalition of moderate Islamic courts pushed those 
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warlords out of the city, the George W. Bush administration backed an Ethiopian invasion 

into Somalia to overthrow that government. As it fell, its more extremist leaders splintered 

off into their own independent militant organization—al-Shabaab. U.S. involvement in the 

fight against al-Shabaab was sporadic in the years that followed, until an attack in 2013 by 

the group on Westgate Mall in Nairobi, which killed 67 people, including 19 foreigners. 

President Obama subsequently increased the number of U.S. boots on the ground and the 

number of air strikes carried out in defense of American and African troops. But according 

to Trump’s Principles, Standards, and Procedures, the administration has afforded special-

operations forces even greater latitude to conduct drone strikes in Somalia, no longer 

restricting them to strikes carried out in self-defense, as they had been under the Obama 

administration. In the past year and a half, the United States has drastically escalated its 

drone war in Somalia, conducting at least 33 strikes in 2017 and 21 thus far this year, 

compared to 13 in 2016 and five in 2015, according to New America, a Washington, D.C.-

based think tank. According to Africom, air strikes have targeted mid- and high-level al-

Shabaab figures, the most notable of whom was Ahmed Abdi Godane, al-Shabaab’s then-

emir, who was killed in a U.S. air strike in 2014. (Africom press statements have not indicated 

which leaders have been killed in the past year.) As a result, the group’s key players have 

been forced “to allocate more time and energy on their personal security, which takes away 

resources from planning attacks and doing other activities,” Tricia Bacon, a former State 

Department counterterrorism expert currently researching Somalia, told me. “It’s a tactical-

level disruptive effect,” she said. 

Recent defectors from al-Shabaab, who requested anonymity to protect their security, told 

me that those personal-security measures reflected a growing sense of paranoia among the 

group’s leaders. Weary of being tracked by their cell phones, many now prefer handwritten 

notes sent by motorcycle-riding couriers, which slows communication. Fears of drone strikes 

have limited their ability to meet in person. When al-Shabaab leaders do travel, it is often 

only from villages in open areas to ones nearby with more tree cover to shield themselves 

from the American eyes in the sky, one recent defector told me. After several militants riding 

in cars were killed by drone strikes, top-level figures began traveling mostly by motorcycle, 

he said. While Africom hasn’t commented on this shift, advisers working with Americans in 

Somalia have confirmed this. “The conventional wisdom is that the increase in air strikes has 

forced al-Shabaab to scatter its leadership and decentralize its decision making,” Menkhaus 
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said. As al-Shabaab leaders have beefed up their personal-security measures, they’ve also 

grown suspicions of Somali civilians living in their territory. “When an attack happens in 

town, they put more pressure on the locals,” one resident of Mubarak town, long an al-

Shabaab stronghold in southwest Somalia, told me. “They are imprisoning more people, 

enforcing stricter rules for going to mosque, beating people who don’t arrive on time, and 

finding excuses to arrest people and then question them.” Al-Shabaab members are also 

increasingly turning on one another. Everyone from foot soldiers to ranking officials has 

been imprisoned and even killed on suspicions of sharing information with the Americans, 

according to Major General Abdiweli Jama Hussein, the former chief of Somali defense 

forces. “It shows how mistrust and conflict has spread even to the leadership level,” he said. 

Fearing a shortage of soldiers due to defections or casualties at the start of the year, al-

Shabaab sent hundreds of foot soldiers out of southern Somalia, where the majority of U.S. 

strikes have been concentrated. In Basra, a small farming village in central Somalia near 

Mogadishu, the number of al-Shabaab militants jumped from an estimated 50 or so in the 

fall of 2016 to 600 by February this year, according to local residents. “We haven’t seen this 

many al-Shabaab in Basra since they still controlled Mogadishu in 2008,” a woman from 

Basra told me in February. Like roughly 1,000 other families from Basra, she and her children 

fled the town for an internally displaced–persons camp on the outskirts of Mogadishu after 

al-Shabaab tried to recruit her son. Things in Mogadishu itself, meanwhile, are changing. 

While the capital was once considered quite dangerous, it has experienced prolonged 

periods free of Al Shabaab attacks for the first time in years. Between the end of last October 

and the end of February, the city suffered no vehicle-born IED attacks—the longest dry spell 

in nearly 10 years, according to Jason Warner, a researcher with the Combating Terrorism 

Center at West Point. According to Africom, in that time U.S. air strikes reportedly hit a 

number of vehicle-born IEDs moving into the city. Though the city has since seen an uptick 

in al-Shabaab attacks, this period of relative quiet in Mogadishu illustrated what General 

Thomas Waldhauser, the head of Africom, described earlier this year as his command’s 

central purpose in Somalia: to create the baseline security needed for political institution 

building. “One of the pillars of what we try to do is our tactical gains to buy time and space 

for governance to take hold. And this is where we get into the idea of us supporting political 

efforts. This is why we … have devoted significant energy and resources to assist State 

Department,” Waldhauser told the House Armed Services Committee in March. 
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Yet even as this increase in activity by U.S. forces has disrupted al-Shabaab, Somalia has 

made few strides toward political stability. All levels of government still struggle to perform 

basic functions, such as collecting taxes and providing public services in major cities, much 

less exert authority in more rural areas. Over the past year, Somalia’s state governments and 

federal government have been locked in a tense battle over the division of power, further 

fracturing the country’s weak political system. Advisers to the United States and the United 

Nations mission in Somalia often describe the country as one of the most complex 

environments for Western state-building efforts. Somalia is constantly embroiled in nuanced 

and ever-changing clan disputes. The protracted war with al-Shabaab has created an 

economy in which some Somali elites benefit from the influx of foreign aid, and therefore 

seek to maintain the status quo. “Somalia is a political economy with powerful cartels 

interested in perpetuating a status quo involving very expensive international efforts to pour 

money into security-sector reform,” Menkhaus said. “People are making fortunes off of that, 

they have no interest in actually solving the problem.” 

Successful state building in Somalia will require considerable American investment. But, as 

those who have worked at or with the State Department in recent years have told me, there 

simply aren’t enough staffers or there isn’t sufficient space to house them in Somalia. They 

are effectively unable to move beyond Mogadishu’s green zone into the city itself and the 

country at large due to security concerns. Their military counterparts are afforded both more 

resources and mobility. “There’s no ill will or grand plan of the Pentagon to take over foreign 

policy. It’s happening because they outresource, outrank, and outnumber the State 

Department to a tremendous degree in Somalia,” a former State Department official 

working in the U.S. mission to Somalia told me. “We were not staffed up to be able to provide 

the diplomatic support and pressure on the political side to make the kinetic activity 

effective in achieving its end goal.” As a result, U.S. military officials, many of whom rotate 

in and out of Somalia every four or six months, have become the de facto face of U.S. 

diplomacy in the country. The country has also been without an ambassador for nearly a 

year, after former Ambassador Stephen Schwartz abruptly left his post in October 2017. In 

July, President Trump named Donald Yamamoto, a veteran American diplomat in Africa, the 

ambassador to Somalia. That could signal a renewed attention to the importance of 

diplomatic leadership within the U.S. mission. 
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“It’s a cowboy zone,” Bronwyn Bruton, the deputy director of the Atlantic Council’s Africa 

Center, said of the U.S. counterterrorism and state-building efforts in Somalia. “There is no 

grown-up in the room on the U.S. side, no senior official, who knows how to invest political 

capital into doing it right,” she added. Instead, those determining policy on the ground “want 

to go in and try new things and solve the problems, and they end up making things worse.” 

According to Bruton, Somalia has experienced a “toxic mix” of the worst of both Pentagon 

and State Department instincts. “The State Department’s worst instincts are to do cut-rate 

nation building on a fraction of the budget they used in Afghanistan,” she said. “In my view, 

the Pentagon’s worst instinct is the idea of ‘African solutions to African problems,’ which is 

to say, the U.S. wants to kill the bad guys in Somalia but doesn’t want to risk the lives of its 

own soldiers to do it.” In Somalia, the Pentagon has heavily invested in training Somali 

special forces. The CIA has also long provided funding to the Somali National Intelligence and 

Security Agency (NISA), which it uses for intelligence gathering. Yet such partnerships could 

come to haunt Washington: Over the past year alone, NISA has been used to violently arrest 

opposition leaders and journalists, a pattern that could derail the idealized sustainability that 

comes with building local forces’ capacity. 

“Foreigners need to understand they can’t successfully meddle in Somalia,” Bruton told me. 

“You cannot go in there and manipulate Somalis into doing what you want them to do. Until 

the U.S. accepts that, they will prevent Somalis from finding their own solutions to these 

local and national problems.” 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/09/drone-somalia-al-shabaab-al-

qaeda-terrorist-africa-trump/569680/ 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/05/08/a-navy-seal-was-killed-in-somalia-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-u-s-operations-there/?utm_term=.258ee1502f5f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/05/08/a-navy-seal-was-killed-in-somalia-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-u-s-operations-there/?utm_term=.258ee1502f5f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/exclusive-us-funded-somali-intelligence-agency-has-been-using-kids-as-spies/2016/05/06/974c9144-0ce3-11e6-a6b6-2e6de3695b0e_story.html?utm_term=.bcbdd0e6655b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/exclusive-us-funded-somali-intelligence-agency-has-been-using-kids-as-spies/2016/05/06/974c9144-0ce3-11e6-a6b6-2e6de3695b0e_story.html?utm_term=.bcbdd0e6655b
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/09/drone-somalia-al-shabaab-al-qaeda-terrorist-africa-trump/569680/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/09/drone-somalia-al-shabaab-al-qaeda-terrorist-africa-trump/569680/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/09/drone-somalia-al-shabaab-al-qaeda-terrorist-africa-trump/569680/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/09/drone-somalia-al-shabaab-al-qaeda-terrorist-africa-trump/569680/



