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Gunmen Kill Cleric And Elderly Man In Mystery Attack 

14 September 2018 

Two people including an Imam were on Wednesday night shot dead by unknown assailants 

at Kilolapwa and Shamu villages in Ukunda, Kwale County, in attacks suspected to be linked 

to terrorism or politics. 

The imam, Ali Hassan Chisuse, 58, was shot three times as he closed the door of Masjid 

Irshad mosque at around 8 pm, while Mwinyi Pataka, 70, was killed in his house in Shamu 

by assailants who got away on a motorcycle. Mr Chisuse was the chairman of the mosque 

and oversaw its day to day operations. He was also the chief campaigner and mobiliser for 

one of the gubernatorial aspirants in the 2017 election. 

The coordinated attacks happened within a span of 30 minutes, leading police to suspect 

they could have been carried out by the same assailants. Msambweni OCPD Joseph Chebusit 

said it was not immediately clear who was behind the attacks but police have launched 

investigations. The gunmen fled after the shooting that stunned locals. Nothing was stolen 

from the victims and police say that the motive of the killing is yet to be established. 

However, a reliable source revealed that there is a high possibility that the assailants were 

members of the Al-Shabaab terror group, who were hired to carry out the attacks on 

individuals seen as hindering the militants activities. 

The source further added that the imam could have either been a target of the terrorists for 

his stand on radicalisation, or a target of the police for unknown reasons. The source said Al-

Shabaab group has established a vibrant intelligence network within local communities 

where they get information to help in planned attacks. Kwale has been listed among the 

counties with high numbers of youth who had been radicalised and joined Al-Shabaab, with 

some returning after finding life difficult in Somalia. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-14-2018-morning-headlines/  
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Wrangles Between The Federal Government Of Somalia And The Federal 

Member States Is Detrimental To Progress In Somalia 

14 September 2018 - It has been a fateful week in Somali politics, one that could shape the 

Presidency of Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo. Last weekend, the leaders of Somalia’s Federal 

Member States (FMS) suspended ties with the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) in what 

is seen by many as a significant blow to the already weak relationships between the two.  The 

Upper House boycotted the joint opening session of Parliament which was presided over by 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo. There are also talks of pending vote of no 

confidence motions against the President and the Prime Minister. The motive of this motion 

which is yet to be received by the leadership of Parliament is not yet known, but pundits say 

this could be efforts by the Presidents of the Federal Member States to turn the heat on Villa 

Somalia. The latest row between the leadership of the Federal Member States and the 

Federal Government of Somalia is a classic example of a power tussle between two layers of 

government that should be working seamlessly for a population that continues to suffer the 

excesses of the two. In Somalia, citizens hardly have access to basic services and the promise 

of the promulgation of the provisional constitution in 2012 seems to have evaporated. 

In a strongly worded communique issued after a week-long deliberation in Kismayo, the 

interim seat of the Jubbaland State, the leaders of the Federal Member States accused Villa 

Somalia of interfering with the internal matter of the regional states, and for failing to 

honour past agreements it had signed with the Federal Member States. In a quick rejoinder, 

the Villa Somalia called for an urgent meeting of the National Security Council in Mogadishu 

to discuss among other things the security situation. 

In what has angered them even more, President Farmaajo even failed to mention the 

standoff with the regional states during his speech to MPs this week, at the opening 

ceremony of parliament.  In his speech, the President looked defiant and his call for a 

National Security Council meeting is seen by  

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-14-2018-daily-monitoring-report/  
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Regional Leaders Set Conditions For Meeting Farmaajo 

On Sep 14, 2018  

Political tension between Somali regional 

leaders and Federal government has been 

intensified with the former setting 

conditions for a meeting with President 

Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo, Radio 

Dalsan reports. 

In a joint statement issued by leaders of 

Galmudug, Puntland, Jubaland, South West State they demand that a third party mediator 

and guarantor be involved in the meeting called by Farmaajo to resolve widening gap 

between the two. 

The regional leaders also say they want the venue for the talks with federal government to 

be secured. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/09/14/regional-leaders-set-conditions-for-

meeting-farmaajo/ 
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Somalia: Sharif Launches Campaign Ahead of South West November Polls 

14 September 2018 

Somalia's South West regional President Sharif Hassan Adan has launched a campaign to 

retain his seat in the November elections. Adan has been shuttling after the completion of 

the CIC conference in Kismayo seeking to boost his chances to retain the presidency. 

He has held meetings with foreign diplomats. 

"Good meeting with the President of South West State, H.E. Sharif Hassan Sheikh 

Aden.Looking forward to free and fair elections in South West in November!" Swedish 

Ambassador to Somalia Andreas Von Uexkull tweeted after meeting Adan in Nairobi. South 

African Nicholas Haysom Officially Takes Over As UN Chief In Somalia From Keating 

OPINION: Why Somalia's Stability & Prosperity Will Depend On Improved Regional Relations 

Jubbaland State Suspends Work Relations With Farmaajo. Adan will be facing former 

Alshabaab deputy leader Mukhtar Robow 

The Speaker of the Federal Parliament met candidates among them Mukhtar Roobow and 

former finance minister Mohamed Aden Farketi among others who are yet to publicly 

announce their interest. The Somalia Federal Parliament Speaker Mohamed Mursal Sheikh 

Abdurahman met with the two South West State presidential candidates in Mogadishu city. 

According to sources the meeting discussed the election conduct and possible changes in 

the region. Adan seeks a new term amid growing doscontent among a section of Mps who 

have in the past unsuccesfully tried to impeach the  

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809140074.html 
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Prime Minister Khaire Imposes Restriction On International Agreements 

14 September 2018 

Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire has warned Cabinet ministers against entering into or 

signing international agreements without informing his office or that of the Attorney 

General. The new measure was discussed and adopted at yesterday’s Cabinet meeting. The 

new restrictions come in the wake of reports that the Federal Government was facing heavy 

financial obligations from previous international commitments entered into by the Cabinet, 

particularly during the previous government of Hassan Sheikh Mohamud. 

Following long deliberations on the way forward, the Premier imposed the new restriction, 

which requires that all agreements be checked by the Attorney General and the Office of the 

Prime Minister before being signed. This is to guard against future misunderstandings. 

This new measures were officially communicated by the State Minister for the Office of the 

Prime Minister, Abdullahi Hamud. Somali government ministers have previously entered 

into international agreements, some of which have been unknown to senior government 

officials.  Some of the agreements have reportedly had a negative financial impact on the current administration. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-14-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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President Farmaajo Witnesses Signing Of Peace Pact By Warring South Sudan 

Factions 

13 September 2018 

The warring factions in the South Sudan conflict have signed a peace agreement witnessed 

by President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo. The new peace deal immediately ends any 

further bloodshed and all forms of hostility between the infighting groups. 

The civil war had claimed lives of at least 50,000 people, displaced two million others and 

stagnated the country’s progress since it gained independence seven years ago. Riek 

Machar, leader of the main rebel group, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-in-

Opposition (SPLM-IO), and other insurgent factions signed the new agreement with the Juba 

government led by President Salva Kiir after assurances that a power-sharing accord would 

be honored. The deal, mediated by Sudan, reinstates Machar to his former role as vice-

president. 

In a statement, the Federal Government of Somalia welcomed the signing of the peace pact 

on Wednesday between South Sudanese sides. President Farmaajo pledged to work closely 

with all partners in the pursuit for lasting peace, stability and development in the region. 

“We are hopeful that this ends the conflict permanently. Building a lasting peace in South 

Sudan is a key priority for regional stability and economic development,” President Farmajo 

said. The signing ceremony took place at the end of Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development (IGAD) leaders meeting who endorsed with the approval of President Kiir 

some amendments to address the concern of the South Sudanese opposition parties. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-14-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Somalia: Women Claim Their Place in Somalia's Politics 

13 September 2018 

Women's participation in Somali politics has traditionally been low, and a controversial topic 

in the country. Somali society typically ascribes to more conservative notions of a woman's 

role in family and community life, rarely envisioning a position of political leadership in a 

male-dominated system. This has been changing, but there's a long road ahead. 

Politics is just one indicator of the larger dynamics regarding women's empowerment in 

Somali society. In the 2016/17 selection process for a new parliament, Somalia enacted a 

30% quota for women's participation. Of the 329 prospective members for both houses of 

parliament, at least 99 should have been women. 

This 30% quota was declared for previous Somali electoral cycles, but with limited results. In 

2012, women garnered 14% of parliamentary seats, less than half the required amount. That 

was an improvement from the 2000s, however, when women occupied approximately 8% 

of seats. 

In 2016/17, the quota was enacted again, but with renewed vigour on the part of women's 

groups, who pushed for the fulfilment of the 30% threshold. Women's representatives from 

organisations like Save Somali Women and Children, Somali Women Development Centre 

and Somali Women's Leadership Initiative said they talked to key political leaders like the 

president, prime minister and speaker of parliament, to push the issue. 

They also frequently met with the international community, and conducted outreach with 

community leaders in the Federal Member States, where many of the elections took place. 

Muna Hassan Mohamed, a local activist, told the Institute for Security Studies how her 

persistent lobbying annoyed elders in Beledweyne - but it kept the issue on the agenda. 

The renewed efforts resulted in the selection of 80 women, or 24% of parliamentarians. This 

was up from 2012, but still didn't meet the legal requirement. In some cases, men occupied 
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seats that were reserved for women. The electoral teams blocked a few of those results, but 

others went ahead, showing that one of the key issues lay in the lack of enforcement 

mechanisms. 

Generally, women in Somalia who wish to pursue a political career struggle with a number 

of factors. One is the Somali clan system which permeates political life and is a male-

dominated institution. Clan elders are almost exclusively male, and clans themselves 

struggle to accept changes to this. One activist told ISS, 'The clans would rather have a bad 

leader who is male, than a good leader who is female.' 

The relationship of women to their clan is also a delicate subject, especially for those who 

marry into another clan. There are questions as to whether she represents her husband's 

clan, or that of her maiden family. Being unable to secure the full support of their clan puts 

these women at a financial disadvantage when it comes to political participation. 

Another dynamic relates to whether women represent themselves as women first, or their 

clan. One activist in Mogadishu said that during a vote for a top position in the House of 

Representatives, her organisation tried to mobilise female parliamentarians to unite around 

a single candidate, to ensure women's representation. 

This failed, as many women chose to vote along clan lines instead. This shows that female 

politicians should not be viewed as a homogenous group solely based on gender, and that 

advancing female representation is not everyone's priority. 

Women are also at a disadvantage in terms of religion, given the preference for male 

leadership, and the voices of some religious figures who view the quota as a Western 

imposition. 

Some female activists told ISS that Somalia could never have a woman president due to the 

perceived notion that Islam prohibits women's leadership. Somali women, they said, should 

instead aim for the vice presidency. Other female interviewees discounted this, saying it was 

based on faulty interpretations of Islamic scripture. 

Despite these challenges, women's groups like Save Somali Women and Children are 

demanding their fair share - not content with just 30% of the vote, but advocating for 50%. 
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The increasing share in each passing election signals their success, but also the engrained 

difficulties in reaching this quota. 

More hurdles, however, are on the horizon. The 2020 election is planned as a one-person, 

one-vote process. Previous elections relied on clan elders or other delegates to select 

candidates - a restrictive process in which 99% of the country didn't vote. The next election 

aims to open voting to all, although questions remain as to whether this will be possible in 

the time frame. 

Woman activists are concerned that without the 30% quota being enshrined in Somalia's 

constitution, which is currently provisional, their hard-fought gains could be lost. This is 

because most people (including women) will likely vote along clan lines, and thus for male 

candidates. 

Of course, representation in parliament is just one aspect of the struggle for women's 

empowerment in Somalia, which should begin well before a woman considers a political 

career. As a Somali government representative explained, 'If gender equity is not achieved 

from at least a school level, then the status of women won't really change.' 

Nonetheless, the focus on female participation in politics is seen as one way to ensure 

women's rights are respected and developed. That's been the message of some women's 

organisations in Somalia, and one that says the struggle is far from over. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809140447.html 
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Ex-Shabab deputy leader may run for South West Presidency  

September 14, 2018 

Mogadishu (HOL) - A former rebel commander and spokesman with the Al-Qaeda affiliated 

militant insurgency group Al-Shabaab 

plans to run as a candidate in regional 

elections in Somalia, HOL has learned. 

Sheikh Mukhtar Robow - known in the 

battlefield as Abu-Mansur was one of the 

founding fathers of Al-Shabaab who 

served as the group's deputy commander - announced that he will run for president in the 

upcoming elections in South West State of Somalia. 

The shadowy former militant strongman's campaign slogan will be "We know him but you 

don't."  Robow left Al-Shabaab last year after a difference in strategy and tactics lead to his 

rogue camp to be pinned down by the militants outside his stronghold in Hudur, Bakool. The 

former rebel commander was allegedly demanded by Al-Shabaab to rejoin their group or 

face their wrath but rejected the ultimatum. Robow successfully negotiated his surrender to 

government forces and was airlifted to Mogadishu. 

He was soon paraded by Somalia's federal government in front of journalists with the Somali 

flag displayed prominently in the backdrop. Mukhtar Robow publicly denounced Al-Shabaab 

for their beliefs, saying that it was contrary to Islamic principles and hurt the country and its 

people. 

Reading from a prepared statement, the former spokesperson of Al-Shabaab officially 

announced that he left the militant group and that they do not share the same ideology. “I 

would like to state to the Somali people and the international community that I quit al-

Shabab five years and seven months ago and that I’m not a member of the group,” he said. 
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"I left al Shabaab because of misunderstanding, and I disagreed with their beliefs which do 

not serve Islamic religion, Somalia, and its citizens". 

Robow also urged fighters within Al-Shabaab ranks to defect to the government. 

One of the original founders of Al-Shabaab, Sheikh Mukhtar Robow diverged with the late 

emir Ahmed Abdi Godane (Mukhtar Abu Zubair) over the use of foreign fighters. The ensuing 

row split Al-Shabaab into two factions and eventually led to the death of American fighter 

Omar Hammami and the defection of Sheikh Hassan Dahir Aweys. Mukhtar Robow is the last 

“founding fathers” of Al-Shabaab. 

For his role in the Al-Qaeda affiliated group, Abu Mansour was designated a  Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) and had a USD $5 million bounty placed on him by the 

U.S. Treasury Department for information leading to his location in June 2012. Following his 

defection and after consultation with the Somali government, he was removed from the 

Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC. 

Although Mukhtar Robow has yet to publicly declare his candidacy, he is said to have 

attended a meeting with Somalia's Parliamentary Speaker, Mohamed Mursal Sheikh and 

with the other candidates vying for the presidency in the South West State of Somalia. 

Robow was born on 10 October 1969 in Hudur, in the Bakool region in southern Somalia. He 

studied at a local Quranic school and later continued his religious education in the mosques 

of Mogadishu. He also studied Islamic law in the 1990s at the University of Khartoum in 

Sudan. 

The Presidential elections for South West state are scheduled for November 17 this year. 

Several candidates are looking to unseat Sharif Hassan Sheikh Adan who was elected in 2014. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Sept/160098/ex_shabab_deputy_leader_may_run_for

_south_west_presidency.aspx 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-puntland-labels-germany-minor-

investor-in-road-project 
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Is a Istanbul, Waddani, Mogadishu trio planning a Somaliland takeover? 

9/14/2018  

The papers said that the meeting was arranged under tight 

security by the Turkish President himself, Mr. Teyyeib R 

Erdogan, who invited both to attend the centenary 

commemorations of the 1915 Battle of Canakkale 

(Gallipoli).  One of the papers claimed that the Honorable 

Abdirahman Mohamed Abdillahi "Irro" was expressly 

invited there alone in order to reach a deal with President 

Hassan Sheikh and Mr. Teyyib Erdogan ensuring that Somaliland went back into a reunion 

with Somalia against the wishes of the Somaliland people, the results of the 2003 

referendum on issue, the earlier charters in Burao (1991) and Borama (1993).  

The Somalilandtoday daily went to say that Mr. Irro was promised by the Turkish president 

a grant of US Dollars 4 million to manage his upcoming run for the Somaliland presidency 

campaign, and in return, Mr. Irro steer Somaliland towards an unconditional reunion with 

Somalia once he ascends to the highest executive seat in Somaliland.  The suspicion is lent 

credence, primarily, the reports and the public discussions that ensued on subject indicate, 

by a few telltale signs that can be interpreted as signals of ‘treachery and insincerity' for the 

Somaliland national cause on the part of the Honorable Waddani Chairman and Speaker of 

Parliament:  

The Speaker-cum-Chairman alone was picked out for the participation of the Turkish 

centenary commemoration. Neither of his deputies who were with him in Addis Abeba was 

chosen to accompany him. Neither was any member of the rest of the delegation including 

members of the Cabinet of ministers was given the honor. Mr. Erdogan and his government 

pointedly ignored the highest leader of Somaliland - the President, where they invited that 

of Mogadishu and - in his place - Mr. Irro:a contender for the ROS presidential palace in the 

2016 elections. Why Irro alone?Why not Faisal of UCID, too? Why not the higher Guurti 

Speaker or one of his deputies? WHY not the President or a member/members of the elected 
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government? Mr. Irro is relatively a newcomer to world diplomacy and as such cannot claim 

an established niche in world statesmanship going back a mile or two back in history. Mr. 

Irro is becoming known in Somaliland circles as a clever ‘dodger' of high profile events 

showcasing Somaliland quest for sovereignty such as those in Sheffield and Cardiff, UK. The 

Chairman has proven that he is inordinately attached to a vision of himself as president 

forgetting on numerous occasions that showing humility, democracy, respect for rule of law 

and relinquishment of current post may be necessary requisites for crowd pull when the 

need for more votes arrived. Past tests at the House that he presided over proved him erring 

and clearly too attached to power - a very unhealthy combination for a true Somalilander 

harkening after a higher post. Some of his followers are known rowdies who will not shy 

away from treading on public toes even if it called for the total abrogation of the sovereignty 

issue. The Somaliland public has long suspected that there was a clandestine agreement 

between him and his party, on the one hand, and members of the weak Mogadishu 

government led by people he and his lieutenants were related with by blood or marriage, 

on the other hand, not auguring well for the independence issue that Somaliland has for 

more than two decades lobbying for. Turkey is known to favor a reunion and is by all 

standards and measurement showing a clear leaning towards Mogadishu, showing no 

sympathy for the Somaliland cause. Turkey hosts the talks between Somaliland and Somalia 

and still claims it is neutral about them belied by its preponderant presence in a Mogadishu 

it is actively involved on all fronts. Above all, Mogadishu has in recent months picked up its 

naked aggression against Somaliland sovereignty, development, international standing and 

territorial integrity - not even trying to conceal it from espying international intellect.  

On the other hand, at least one other website I read dismissed the printed allegations as 

government-engendered propaganda although how the connection was arrived at was not 

convincing. Calling Jamhuuriya and somalilandtoday ‘government-supported' media can by 

itself be a harbinger of war-of-words among Somaliland media practitioners - something that 

Somaliland can do without.  Either way, Irro's visit to Turkey at this time without the support 

of the leading government or a suspicious public may pose as many questions and fears as 

it may attempt to answer. His movements of recent seem to be following a tom-tom beat of 

a drumming in a jungle he alone reigns king - unquestioned.  

https://menafn.com/1097431388/Is-a-Istanbul-Waddani-Mogadishu-trio-planning-a-

Somaliland-takeover  
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Motorists in Mandera troop to Somalia for aff ordable fuel 

Sep. 15, 2018 

Kenyans in border towns are now forced to import affordable fuel from Somalia after local 

prices hit the roof. 

Petrol stations across the border towns have 

suffered dwindling customer numbers, as those 

who cannot get imported fuel opt to park their 

vehicles. 

In towns like Moyale and Takaba, vehicles and motorbikes are getting a reprieve in Ethiopia 

because of its proximity and lower fuel prices. 

In Ethiopia, a litre of diesel is retailing at Sh70. The same fuel on the Kenyan side of the 

border goes for between 140 and Sh150 per litre. 

In Mandera, Kenyans are relying on fuel from Somalia. Currently, Kenyan petrol in Mandera 

costs Sh142 a litre, up from Sh118 two weeks ago, due to the crippling 16 per cent VAT 

imposed by the Jubilee government. 

This has forced desperate residents to import the fuel from Bula Hawa town in Somalia, 

which is less than 300 metres away. 

The fuel from Bula hawa is unfiltered and a litre of petrol goes for Sh100. 

Buses plying the Mandera-Nairobi route have also increased the fare. Before the VAT, the 

buses charged Sh3,500 from Mandera to Nairobi but now passengers pay Sh4000. 

 “Desperate times call for desperate measures. I have personally been forced to fuel my 

Tuktuk in Bula hawa just to cut the cost.  
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“The amount I am required to cough out for a litre at our local petrol stations is just too 

much. I surely cannot manage,” said Abdi Mohamed, a taxi operator in Mandera town. 

He added: “But as the saying goes cheap is always expensive. My tuktuk has been 

experiencing mechanical problems from time to time. I suspect it is because of the unfiltered 

petrol that I fill in my tank. But surely I have no choice.” 

According to Mohamed Abdi, another resident, who operates a petrol stations in Mandera 

town, the number of customers has reduced drastically in the last two weeks. 

“If this government really cares for its citizens then it should seriously consider reducing 

these prices. We are already feeling the heat of tough economic times.  

“The president should listen to our cries and do something about it. otherwise if it is left like 

that it will be terrible for the common mwananchi, especially for us in Mandera who are 

hundreds of kilometres away from Nairobi,” said Mohamed. 

“As much I sympathise with the motorists, there is nothing I can do about it because the 

prices are regulated. I am equally affected in this because when I don’t get people coming 

to fuel their cars then my business is at great risk of closure,” he said. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/09/15/motorists-in-mandera-troop-to-somalia-for-aff-

ordable-fuel_c1818645 
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