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Deadly explosion hits Kenyan soldiers in Somalia 

16th September 2018 - MOGADISHU — Deadly 

explosion has targeted an armored personell 

carrier with Kenyan military forces near 

Dhobley town in Somalia near the Kenyan 

border. 

The explosion reportedly destroyed a military vehicle with soldiers while heading to the 

border town, according to residents. 

It remains unclear how many soldiers were killed or injured in Sunday’s explosion. 

The attack was immediately claimed by Al Qaeda linked Al Shabaab. 

The use of roadside explosions has become a weapon of choice by al-Shabaab as they target 

Somalia and AMISOM military convoys. Kenya has been operating under the under the 

African Union Mission in Somalia known as AMISOM. 

The incursion in Somalia, that began in October 2011 dubbed Operation Linda Nchi, aimed 

at getting rid of the al-Shabaab terror group and is coordinated by AMISOM and the Somali 

military. In March, 2017, President Uhuru Kenyatta made a historic visit at Dhobley Camp in 

Somalia where he assured the soldiers of the governments commitment to support their 

mission and secure the country. Although the war in Somalia has claimed many casualties 

on either side, KDF and AMISOM have been largely successful in weakening al-Shabaab’s 

control and influence in Somali. 

The biggest blow to al-Shabaab came in November, 2012 when KDF and affiliated forces took 

charge of the Somali Port city of Kismayo; a crucial source of revenue for the terror group. 

https://mareeg.com/deadly-explosion-hits-kenyan-soldiers-in-somalia/ 
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Somalia: Heavy Fighting Breaks Out in Afgoye Town, Outside Mogadishu 

15 September 2018 

More details are emerging from a heavy gunfight between Al-Shabaab militants and Somali 

national army which flared up on Saturday morning in Afgoye district of Lower Shabelle 

region, south of Somalia. 

The fighting came after Al Shabaab fighters ambushed on a military base in the town, 

especially in Bulo Fooli area, according to local residents, speaking to Radio Shabelle by 

phone. 

Both sides are reported to have exchanged various types of weapons during the 

confrontation, although the casualty figures on both warring sides have not been established 

so far. 

Independent reports say al-Shabaab militants entered the Afgoye district of Lower Shabelle 

region and seized parts of it before retreating later in the night. Local officials, however, 

denied these claims. 

There is no word from the Al Shabaab regarding the attack and the subsequent fighting. 

The situation has calmed down, as some of the locals reported. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809150185.html 
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Somali MP fighting for life after car bomb attack 

Sunday September 16 2018 - A member 

of Somalia’s federal parliament is 

fighting for his life in hospital after 

surviving a car bomb attack. 

A bomb attached to Mr Mohamed 

Mursal Borow's car went off in 

Mogadishu on Saturday night, killing his 

driver on the spot and inflicting serious injuries on the lawmaker. 

He was taken to the Erdogan Hospita where is is recuperating. 

Jihadist group 

The fatal explosion occurred at a crossroads next to the National Theatre, a landmark in the 

city centre. Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khayre was among officials who visited Mr Borow at 

his Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in the hospital.“We will closely follow the situation of the 

injured MP,” said the Prime Minister. 

The jihadist group Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for the attack on the legislator who 

represents a constituency in the southwest state. 

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/africa/Somali-MP-fighting-for-life-after-

attack/4552902-4762674-12o6ry/index.html 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-two-people-killed-in-bosaso-

amid-rise-in-islamist-attacks  
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Mogadishu military court jails five for Al-Shabaab membership  

September 15, 2018  

A military court today sentenced five Al-

Shabaab militants to between two and 

five years after it found them guilty of 

belonging to the militant group. 

Military Court Judge based in Mogadishu Hassan Ali Shute declared the five namely Abukar 

Abdi Abiikar, Abdirisaq Shaahid Aden Kheyreon, Saleebaan Muhsin Sheikh Mohamed, Abdi 

Ali Isaq Elmi and Ilyaas Isse Sheikh Ali guilty of joining Al-Shabaab. 

Two of the defendants, Abdi Ali Isaq Elmi and Ilyaas Isse Sheikh Ali were handed five year jail 

terms while the remaining three got eight years behind bars. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/mogadishu-military-court-jails-five-for-al-shabaab-

membership/ 
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Somalia: Senate Readies Delegates to Mediate Between Federal States and 

Central Govt 

15 September 2018 

The Upper House of the Federal Parliament of Somalia has issued a list of delegations 

planned to send to the regional administrations for mediation in the rift between and federal 

states and central government. 

A statement with the signature of the Chairperson of the Senate Abdi Hashi Abdullahi 

confirmed that the House is sending five 10-member committee each for Federal State. 

The first list of the delegation heading to Puntland is led by Sen. Faroole, who has not been 

present at the recent sessions of the Upper House and is based in Garowe city 

The delegation to be sent to Galmudug State is headed by the Sen. Abdi Hassan Awale 

Qeybdiid, while the delegation to the Southwest is chaired by Abdullahi Abdi Garun. 

Senator Ahmed Hashi Mohamoud will lead the delegation to Kismayo, Jubbaland state, while 

the delegation to Hirshabelle will be spearheaded by Sen. Mohamed Hussein Rage. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809150177.html 
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Somalia in a crisis as regions pull away from Mogadishu 

September 16, 2018 - Somalia could be split into 

six regions after five regional federal states 

announced that they would no longer co-operate 

with Mogadishu until their grievances about 

insecurity, sharing of natural resources and the 

interference by the central government in their 

affairs are addressed. 

Following the August 8 announcement, Somalia 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed 

Farmajo has called a National Security Council 

meeting on September 17 which is expected to 

deliberate on the future of the federal nation. It was not clear at the time of going to press 

whether the five states will attend the meeting. 

Somali analysts said the decision by the five regional presidents — Abdiweli Mohamed Ali 

Gaas (Puntland), Ahmed Duale Gelle (Galmudug), Mohamed Abdi Ware (Hirshabelle), Sharif 

Hassan Sheikh Aden (South West State) and Sheikh Ahmed Madobe of Jubbaland — could 

embolden Al Shabaab and negate the gains made by the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(Amisom) with the support of the international community. 

The five met under the auspices Council of Interstate Co-operation in Kismayu from 

September 4 to 8, and resolved to suspend their co-operation with the central government. 

“The Council expresses its concerns the deepening political crisis and growing differences 

among the major stakeholders of Somalia. The interference in the internal affairs of the 

federal member states clearly undermine the constitutionally mandated separations of 

powers,” they said in a statement. 
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Abdirahman Warsame, who was a presidential candidate in the February 2017 elections, 

told The EastAfrican that the strength of the relationship between the central government 

and federal states will determine the outcome of the war against terrorism, because Amisom 

is overstretched and cannot liberate new areas. 

He said the Somalia National Army is incapable of holding on to liberated areas because it is 

demoralised, lacks sufficient personnel and is ill-trained and ill-equipped. 

“The key and the central challenge of defeating terrorist is to build a Somali national army 

and a Somali police force that are nationally respected,” said Mr Warsame. 

Abdullahi Abdi Mohamed, chairman of the Aratgi Wadaag, a pro-government political think 

tank defended the president, saying the centre had gone out of its way to engage federal 

states. He said said there had been agreements on the national security architecture and 

financial support to federal states following the increased support from donors. 

However, he noted that the leaders were former warlords, who have lost support form their 

federal governments and found it difficult to survive a transparent and democratic 

institutions. 

“These leaders are not willing to be held accountable for their current and previous actions, 

and are not willing to subscribe to the new realities of enhanced accountability. We hope 

that they will attend the meeting and agree with the central government on the framework 

for operations and integration. If they refuse, then it will demonstrate that they are resisting 

the unity of Somalia and want to maintain the status quo that is clan-centric,” said Mr 

Mohamed. 

Somalia is made up of six regions — the Capital Mogadishu (Benaadir Region), Puntland, 

Galmudug, Hirshabelle, South West State and Jubbaland. 

Currently, President Farmajo with the support of Amisom controls Mogadishu and its 

surrounding, while Al Shabaab cut off road links between Mogadishu and the states. There 

are no road linking the capital Mogadishu and regional towns towns like Kismayu, Jowhar, 

Barawe and Baidoa. 
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The five regions have not been keen on contributing troops to form a strong national army 

as part of the National Security Architecture that is being funded by donors. 

The World Bank, that has been supporting restructuring and recovery of the Somalia 

economy, has also released a report regretting that political disputes and fragmentation 

between the federal and state governments risks curtailing Somalia’s efforts at attaining 

debt relief. 

Noting that growth in the Horn of Africa nation remains fragile, the global lender said in its 

third economic update for Somalia, that risks associated with reform delays are high in light 

of a slowed economic growth in 2017. 

The Somalia Economic Update released by the World Bank on September 13 says that a 

slowdown on reforms could delay the normalisation of Somalia’s relations with the 

International Financial Institutions through the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries process 

which in turn would delay Somalia’s access to the International Development Association, a 

branch of the World Bank that provides grants and soft loans to the world’s poorest 

countries. 

On insecurity, political instability and last year’s drought, Somalia recorded a 2.3 per cent 

economic growth while livestock export to the Middle East, which forms the backbone of 

the Somalia economy declined by 75 per cent. 

However, the report says that Somalia’s economy is projected to grow at an annual rate of 

between 3 and 4 per cent. 

http://radioshabelle.com/somalia-in-a-crisis-as-regions-pull-away-from-mogadishu/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 17/09/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 11

http://radioshabelle.com/somalia-in-a-crisis-as-regions-pull-away-from-mogadishu/
http://radioshabelle.com/somalia-in-a-crisis-as-regions-pull-away-from-mogadishu/


 

 

 

Mogadishu municipality vows to eradicate gunmen robbing the public 

September 16, 2018 - Benadir deputy 

governor in charge of Security, Mohamed 

Abdullahi Mohamed together with other 

government officials have arrived at the scene 

after the operations. 

Mohamed commended the police for their 

commitment to maintaining law and order. The Deputy governor has underscored that his 

administration will continue operation to secure the city. Two gunmen have been killed and 

eight others were arrested in a police raid at a roadblock on Dharkeynley-Kahda road in 

Mogadishu, an official said. The spokesman for the Somali Police Force, Col Kassim Ahmed 

Roble, said the two men who used to rob the public were killed in a confrontation on 

Saturday. 

He said that his forces wanted to capture them alive so that they could face the law but Two 

gunmen have been killed and eight others were arrested in a police raid at a roadblock on 

Dharkeynley-Kahda road in Mogadishu, an official said. The spokesman for the Somali Police 

Force, Col Kassim Ahmed Roble, said the two men who used to rob the public were killed in 

a confrontation on Saturday. He said that his forces wanted to capture them alive so that 

they could face the law but started shooting at the forces. 

“The Somali police aimed at arresting the gunmen. Unfortunately, two of them resisted 

capture, mounting armed confrontation,” said Col Roble. “They died during an exchange of 

fire, but we managed to capture eight of their companions,” the police officer added. 

http://radioshabelle.com/mogadishu-municipality-vows-to-eradicate-gunmen-robbing-

the-public/ 
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African Union to secure gains made in Somalia  

September 17.2018 

African Union to secure gains made in Somalia 

Waagacusub.net The African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) will enhance its use of modern technology 

during the transition period to ensure gains made in 

securing the country are not eroded.  

The Deputy Special Representative of the Chairperson of 

the African Union Commission (DSRCC) for Somalia, 

Simon Mulongo, said Somalia’s stabilization process had reached a critical stage that needed 

more investment in modern technology, mainly force multipliers and enablers, to ensure no 

security gaps occur during the draw down phase. 

Last year, the United Nations Security Council authorized conditions-based withdrawal of 

AMISOM troops and handover of security responsibility to Somali national security forces. 

The AU Mission has already withdrawn 1000 troops and more withdrawals are expected 

next year. 

AMISOM is in a setting that’s very complex. It’s operating in an environment that’s very 

sophisticated. It requires improved and new ways of thinking and acting. It requires 

improved capacity to secure the forces when they’re moving and when in their bases,” said 

the DSRCC during a recent workshop on the use of technology as a force multiplier, held in 

Mogadishu. 

The two-day workshop discussed how technology can be applied to address logistical 

challenges faced in the battlefield and was attended by senior officials from UNSOS and 

AMISOM together with police and military focal point officers from the six Sectors. 
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Mr. Mulongo noted that the technology employed as force enablers and multipliers should 

be sustainable if they are to make a difference in the war against Al-Shabaab, especially 

during the transition period. 

The director of United Nations Support Office in Somalia (UNSOS), Amadu Kamara, called for 

a coherent approach in the war against Al-Shabaab and pledged the UN agency’s continued 

support to AMISOM in its efforts to secure Somalia. 

"The value of technology has to be within the context of a well-planned, thought-out and 

coherent approach to how we want to wage this battle and I think this is just a small 

beginning and I pledge the support of UNSOS within budgetary constraints and the realities 

of the fiscal to make sure that we give full support to help our noble and valiant AMISOM 

colleagues wage a winning battle,” the UNSOS director added. 

His sentiments were echoed by the director of Information Communications and Technology 

Division (ICTD) at the UN headquarters, Anthony O’Mullane, who said he was in Mogadishu 

to understand the challenges AMISOM faces and the best technology to recommend. 

The workshop also discussed the gaps associated with force protection and force projection 

capabilities and how they can be prevented. 

http://waagacusub.net/articles/4446/African-Union-to-secure-gains-made-in-Somalia 
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Banaadir Regional Admnistration Intensifies “War On Forgery” 

On Sep 16, 2018  

The Mayor of Mogadishu and as well the Banadir governor, Mr. Abdirahman Omar Eng 

Yarisow has acknowledged the Somali Police recent operation to arrest members who 

involved in forgery documents black market in Mogadishu. 

Adding to that, the Governor mentioned the establishment of offices at districts in Banadir 

that will offer any legal documents the public may need. 

I would advise the public of Banadir to confirm the legality of their legal documents, because 

today, our government institutions are well prepared to confirm the legitimacy of individual 

legal documents including passports, business license, birth certificates and etc, said Mr 

Abdirahma 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/09/16/banaadir-regional-admnistration-

intensifies-war-on-forgery/ 
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Adado based MPs ‘sack’ president Haaf in another controversial vote  

September 15, 2018  

Galmudug President Ahmed Duale Haaf (C) 

and Ahlu Sunna Waljama’a leader, Sheikh 

Mohamed Shakir (L) join hands during a flag-

raising ceremony in Dhusamareb. Photo: 

online 

In yet another controversial vote which has 

reduced Galmudug parliament into a political circus akin to the game of musical chairs, state 

MPs allied to ousted speaker Ali Asir have voted to strip president Ahmed Geele Haaf of the 

presidency. 

The MPs, 47 of them in a sitting chaired by Asir in Adado voted to send home Haaf whose 

faction in Dhusamareb Thursday handed a similar treat to Asir. 

Haaf survived a similar vote last October after Asir allied MPs voted to oust him. But the vote 

which had the backing of the federal government did not succeed as federal state leaders 

shored up support for Haaf assuring him a stay. 

Meanwhile the Dhusamareb based MPs today tabled a no confidence motion against state 

vice president Mohamed Hashi Arabay an ally of Asir. A total of 97 MPs tabled the motion 

which comes two days after the same MPs voted to send Asir packing. 

The legal standing of the motions remain in question. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/adado-based-mps-sack-president-haaf-in-another-controversial-

vote/ 
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Turkey’s Maarif Foundation takes over FETO schools in Somalia  

September 16, 2018 

The Turkish Maarif Foundation has 

officially taken over administrative control 

of schools run by the Fetullah Terrorist 

Organization (FETO) in Somalia. The 

Somali government was the first to 

respond to Turkey's call to hand over the 

schools two years ago. 

The schools, with up to one thousand Somali students, have now been transferred to the 

new administrators. "Maarif provides excellent, good quality education for Somali students. 

Somali parents are very happy with these opportunities offered to their children," says Faisal 

Omar Guled, Somalia's Deputy Minister of Education. 

Maarif Foundation - The Turkish government set up Maarif Foundation after the 2016 failed 

coup attempt with an aim to administer overseas schools linked to the Fethullah Terrorist 

Organisation. It also establishes schools and education centres abroad. 

FETO and its US-based leader Fetullah Gulen orchestrated the defeated coup of July 15, 

2016, which left 251 people martyred and nearly 2,200 injured. 

Ankara accuses FETO of being behind a long-running campaign to overthrow the state 

through the infiltration of Turkish institutions, particularly the military, police, and judiciary. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Sept/160141/turkey_s_maarif_foundation_takes_

over_feto_schools_in_somalia.aspx 
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The true cost of media restrictions in Somalia 

9/15/2018  

Risky business: Somalia is one of the most dangerous countries in the world to be a journalist  

The dangers and pressures journalists face in Somalia undermine coverage of not only 

sensitive political stories but also important humanitarian issues.  

Somalia is one of the most dangerous countries in the world to be a journalist, according to 

the Committee to Protect Journalists. Fifty-six have been killed there since 1992, five of them 

in 2014.  

'Journalists are routinely threatened (whether anonymously via mobile phone or in person) 

over their reporting by a variety of actors - mainly but not exclusively from the Al-Shabaab 

militants,' said CPJ East Africa representative Tom Rhodes in an emailed response to 

questions.  

"Media outlets are predominantly owned by non-journalists with their own political 

interests and that can jeopardize the safety of their staff. These factors contribute to a lack 

of genuinely independent media houses in the country, even in Mogadishu where a plethora 

of private radio stations and at least two newspapers exist.'  

'This wave of attacks on press freedom and a culture of impunity have forced journalists to 

impose self-censorship, ' said Mohamed Ibrahim, the secretary general of the National Union 

of Somali Journalists . 'Unfortunately, there are some regions in Somalia such as Somaliland 

[a self-declared state] and the disputed regions in the north where there is no press freedom 

at all.'  

As well as the five journalists who were killed in Somalia last year, seven were injured, 47 

were arrested and five media houses were attacked, according the Union's annual report .  
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According to Louise Tunbridge, programme manager for Radio Ergo , which broadcasts 

humanitarian news in Somali to Somalia, conditions for the station's contributors are 'hugely 

restricting,' even if they avoid the risks faced by political or generalist reporters.  

'Travelling is dangerous, often impossible; getting people to talk is hard; communications 

are cut off or unreliable in many places; manoeuvring between the powers-that-be demands 

resilience; we often find ourselves amazed by the fact that our stringers [freelance 

contributors] manage to get anything to us at all!' she told IRIN.  

Reporting the humanitarian impact of Al-Shabaab's draconian rule in areas under its control 

is especially difficult. The Islamist insurgency uses its own radio station, Andalus, and various 

websites to spread its propaganda messages. Few other journalists are able safely to operate 

in these areas.  

Radio Ergo producer Mohammed Hassan gave some examples: 'last week I assigned our 

reporter in Baidoa, to do a report about the blockaded district of Qansadhere, which faces 

severe food shortages; health facilities are a problem; the price of food has doubled, women 

are dying in maternity as they have not got any treatment, and the local community started 

last week to cut trees to prepare an air strip which they think is the only way they can get 

aid to survive in this critical time. However, he said Al-Shabaab had closed the phone 

network totally. He is trying to get information out but he can't.  

'Also last week, the same stringer was trying to report on lack of early childhood vaccination 

in Wajid causing five killer diseases to spread. He said people fear to speak us to at all.'  

Hassan explained that Ergo's reporter in Bardere, which is under Al Shabaab control, 'has a 

certain freedom to report, [but he] restricts his calls and his movements and always has to 

be wary, and keeps as low a profile as he can.'  

Journalists trying to cover the government's military operations, backed by African Union 

forces, to counter Al Shabab is equally fraught.  

'The Somali security forces are generally very strict with journalists. It is dangerous when 

they report something about them,' said Abdikarim Hussein, a journalist and youth activist 
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based in Mogadishu. 'Therefore journalists tend to shy away from talking about key issues 

affecting the public for their own safety.  

The government and its security apparatus have recently reacted heavy-handedly to critical 

reports.  

'Travelling is dangerous, often impossible; getting people to talk is hard; communications 

are cut off or unreliable in many places. We often find ourselves amazed by the fact that our 

freelancers manage to get anything to us at all!' On 1 March, a Mogadishu court ordered 

journalists from the privately owned Shabelle news network to pay fines of up to $13,000 in 

addition to the 8 months they had already spent in jail without charge. They were arrested 

in August last year when intelligence and security forces raided Shabelle's offices, shut down 

its two radio stations and arrested 19 people whom they accused of spreading disharmony 

among Mogadishu's clans.  

In February 2013, Abdiaziz Abdi Nur, a freelance journalist, was  

The case came at a time when reports were circulating of sexual violence committed by men 

in government uniforms against women living in camps for internally displaced people. In 

the aftermath of the arrest of Abdiaziz and the alleged rape victim such reports dried up. 

Abdiaziz was released after serving four months following pressure from the international 

community and human rights groups.  

Pressure against journalists is spreading to different administrations. The Media Association 

of Puntland – a semi-autonomous region in the north- accuse the authorities there of 

blocking had been banned following an order from Puntland presidential palace's 

communication office without any court ruling,' said association head Faisal Khalif Barre.  

Aid agencies depend on a functioning press, according to Abdulhakim Shuriye, program 

manager with the Juba Development Organization.  

'Our partnership with the local media is very vital during such critical times when the country 

is facing humanitarian crisis,' said Abdulhakim Shuriye, program manager with the Juba 

Development Organization.  
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'They have direct relationship with the community and reach out to people we cannot 

reach,' he said.  

'Journalists have an important role to play as Somalis recover from decades of conflict and 

tackle an ambitious agenda of state and peace building,' Aleem Siddique, spokesperson for 

the UN mission in Somalia, told IRIN.  

Photo: NUSOJ 'A free press gives people access to the information they need to make critical 

choices in their lives,' he said. 'It raises awareness of issues affecting them, their families and 

their communities and it helps people to hold authorities to account for their actions.'  

We want justice: colleagues of journalist Abdisalan Sheikh Hassan, who was shot dead in 

2011, want his killer to be brought to book.  

Investigative reporting is becoming increasingly rare and that is having an impact on 

accountability of humanitarian operations, according to journalists in Mogadishu.  

'We hear a lot of complaints from people whose aid was mishandled by government officials 

and security forces but we cannot report such stories since it involves people in power,' said 

a local journalist in Mogadishu, who asked to be identified only as Mohamed.  

'The harassment starts when you ask for comments from the concerned institution. It is 

therefore better to keep quiet for our safety,' he said.  

'Balanced coverage of these issues by the press represents one of the few means the Somali 

public can hold the government accountable,' Mohamed said.  

https://menafn.com/1097439401/The-true-cost-of-media-restrictions-in-Somalia 
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Efforts underway to free 18 Iranian fishermen kidnapped by Somalis 

September 17, 2018 

TEHRAN – A lawmaker has said that efforts are 

ongoing for the freedom of 18 fishermen from 

Chabahar, who are detained by thieves and 

terrorists in Somalia. 

“Of the 18 fishermen detained by the Somalis, 

4 are detained by different pirate groups and 14 are detained by Al-Shabab terrorist group,” 

Abdolqafur Iranejad said, ICANA reported on Sunday. 

He added that 4 fishermen had been freed so far, thanking the intelligence and foreign 

ministries for their efforts in freeing the fishermen. 

https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/427606/Efforts-underway-to-free-18-Iranian-

fishermen-kidnapped-by-Somalis 
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Obama Expands War With Al Qaeda  

9/16/2018 12 

The escalating American military engagement in Somalia has led the Obama administration 

to expand the legal scope of the war against Al Qaeda, a move that will strengthen President-

elect Donald J. Trump's authority to combat thousands of Islamist fighters in the chaotic 

Horn of Africa nation.  

The administration has decided to deem the Shabab, the Islamist militant group in Somalia, 

to be part of the armed conflict that Congress authorized against the perpetrators of the 

Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, according to senior American officials. The move is intended 

to shore up the legal basis for an intensifying campaign of airstrikes and other 

counterterrorism operations, carried out largely in support of African Union and Somali 

government forces.  

Obama Expands War With Al Qaeda to Include Shabab in Somalia The executive branch's 

stretching of the 2001 war authorization against the original Al Qaeda to cover other Islamist 

groups in countries far from Afghanistan — even ones, like the Shabab, that did not exist at 

the time — has prompted recurring objections from some legal and foreign policy experts.  

The Shabab decision is expected to be publicly disclosed next month in a letter to Congress 

listing global deployments. It is part of the Obama administration's pattern of relaxing 

various self-imposed rules for airstrikes against Islamist militants as it tries to help its partner 

forces in several conflicts.  

In June, the administration quietly broadened the military's authority to carry out airstrikes 

in Afghanistan to encompass operations intended 'to achieve strategic effects,' meaning 

targeting people impeding the work of Afghan government forces, officials said. Previously, 

strikes in Afghanistan were permitted only in self-defense, for counter-terrorism operations 

targeting Qaeda or Islamic State forces, or to 'prevent a strategic defeat' of Afghan forces.  
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Later in the summer, the administration deemed Surt, Libya, an 'area of active hostilities,' 

after the Libyan prime minister asked for assistance in dislodging Islamic State militants from 

that city. The move exempted the area from 2013 rules that restrict drone strikes and other 

counterterrorism operations away from battlefield zones, which President Obama had 

announced in a major speech that year that sought to turn a page in the long-running war 

against Al Qaeda.  

As of last week, the Pentagon had carried out 420 airstrikes against militants in Surt since 

August.  

In Somalia, the 2013 rules limiting airstrikes away from 'areas of active hostilities' still apply 

for now. But in practice, restrictions are being eased there in another way: Over the past 

year, the military has routinely invoked a built-in exception to those rules for airstrikes taken 

in 'self-defense,' which can include strikes to help foreign partners even when Americans are 

not at direct risk.  

The Shabab grew up as an Islamist insurgency after 2007, when Ethiopia, with American 

support, invaded Somalia to overthrow an Islamist council that had briefly taken control of 

much of the long-chaotic country.  

The officials familiar with the internal deliberations spoke on the condition of anonymity. In 

a statement, Lisa Monaco, Mr. Obama's top counterterrorism adviser, emphasized that the 

terrorist threat 'is constantly evolving and requires an adaptable response.'  

The administration's strategy, Ms. Monaco said, 'recognizes that we must more effectively 

partner with countries where terrorist networks take hold, enabling and empowering these 

partners to share the burden of combating these threats to our mutual interests.'  

'Because the threats and enemies we face evolve and adapt,' she continued, 'we must be 

flexible in confronting them where they are — always doing so consistent with our laws and 

our values.'  

But some experts criticized the administration for using a 15-year-old congressional 

authorization as a justification to go to war with the Shabab.  
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'It's crazy that a piece of legislation that was grounded specifically in the experience of 9/11 

is now being repurposed for close air support for regional security forces in Somalia,' said 

Micah Zenko, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.  

Under the 2001 authorization, the United States is engaged in an armed conflict with a 

specific organization, not every Islamist militant in the world. But that authority has proved 

elastic.  

In 2014, for example, Mr. Obama declared that the 2001 law authorized him to battle the 

Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. An Army captain rejected that claim and argued that the 

Islamic State war was illegal because Congress had never explicitly approved it. Last week, a 

judge dismissed that lawsuit, without ruling on its merits.  

In Somalia, the United States had long taken the position that a handful of Shabab leaders, 

as individuals, had sufficient ties to Al Qaeda to make them wartime targets. But it has 

debated internally for years whether the Shabab as a whole, including their thousands of 

foot soldiers, can or should be declared part of the enemy.  

To qualify as an 'associated force,' a group must be an organized armed body that has aligned 

with Al Qaeda and entered the fight against the United States or its partners. Officials 

declined to discuss whether there were specific new reasons to justify declaring that the 

Shabab could meet that standard.  

For now, the administration intends to continue its strategy in Somalia of primarily helping 

partner forces battle the Shabab — including carrying out airstrikes to defend them when 

they get into trouble during missions. It is not declaring Somalia an 'area of active hostilities,' 

which would free up the American military to carry out airstrikes targeting low-level 

militants more expansively.  

In particular, officials said, Somalia — unlike Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Surt — will continue 

to be subject to the Presidential Policy Guidance, the set of 2013 rules for drone strikes and 

other counterterrorism operations outside conventional war zones.  

The 2013 rules apply restraints on the use of lethal force outside areas of active hostilities. 

They include high-level interagency review of proposed strikes and requirements that the 
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target pose a threat to Americans — not just to American interests — and near certainty 

that no civilians would be killed.  

But the military always retains an inherent right to carry out strikes in its own defense, 

officials said, and it has conducted 'collective self-defense' strikes to aid partners in Somalia 

with growing frequency over the past year.  

On March 5, the military carried out a huge airstrike in Somalia that killed over 150 people 

said to be Shabab fighters planning to attack an African Union base where American advisers 

were stationed. The military undertook the strike without consulting Washington policy 

makers, calling it a matter of self-defense.  

The enormous death toll raised internal questions, officials said, about whether the self-

defense exception in the 2013 rules had become a loophole permitting more unconstrained 

warfare. The dilemma sharpened in the following months as American-trained Somali 

government forces got into trouble and required 'collective self-defense' airstrikes to bail 

them out, even though no American advisers faced direct threat.  

The emerging pattern, officials said, brought to the surface an inherent conflict between two 

principles of Mr. Obama's counterterrorism strategy: his effort to impose constraints on 

airstrikes outside war zones, as reflected in the 2013 rules, and his 'light footprint' approach 

of building up and working with partner forces rather than using American forces to occupy 

countries.  

One problem, the officials said, is that the 2013 rules were written against the backdrop of 

operations at the time in Yemen, in which drones based abroad flew over the country, took 

planned shots and flew out again. But when American advisers are on the ground working 

with partners, as they are in Somalia, both the Americans and their partners attract fire or 

get into combat situations and need to be defended.  

'I think it's a real tension,' said Luke Hartig, who was the senior director for counterterrorism 

at the National Security Council until this year. 'We ask countries to go into the fight against 

our counterterrorism adversaries, but we have a stated policy of not using force against 

groups unless they pose a continuing and imminent threat to Americans.'  
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'At the same time, we don't want to just be everyone's air force,' said Mr. Hartig, who is now 

a fellow at New America, a think tank in Washington.  

The administration decided against exempting Somalia from the 2013 rules because its 

adherence to limits intended to avoid civilian casualties was seen as helping to maintain 

partner support for American operations.  

Another aspect of the dilemma the administration faces, the officials said, centers in part on 

the War Powers Resolution, a post-Vietnam War law that limits combat deployments that 

Congress has not authorized to 60 days.  

After the March 5 airstrike, the administration argued that the War Powers Resolution limits 

did not apply to strikes made both to aid African Union forces battling the Shabab and to 

defend American advisers. The idea was that Americans had been deployed to Somalia in 

part to counter Qaeda-linked Shabab elements, so the 2001 authorization covered their 

presence and strikes to defend them from any threat.  

But as American partners have been going after the Shabab in general more often without 

any particular focus on individuals linked to Al Qaeda, it has been harder to point to any 

congressional authorization for such airstrikes that would satisfy the War Powers Resolution.  

As the election neared, the administration decided it would be irresponsible to hand off 

Somali counterterrorism operations to Mr. Obama's successor with that growing tension 

unresolved.  

Now, as Mr. Zenko pointed out, 'this administration leaves the Trump administration with 

tremendously expanded capabilities and authorities.'  

https://menafn.com/1097439371/Obama-Expands-War-With-Al-Qaeda-to-Include-Shabab-

in-Somalia 
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