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National Security Council Meeting Is Postponed 

17 September 2018 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo has 

announced the postponement of the National 

Security Council meeting that was to be held today 

in Mogadishu after regional leaders failed to show 

up. A statement released by the regional 

administrations in Kismayo following their meeting 

of September 4th to 8th, condemned the Federal 

Government on interfering with internal affairs of regional administrations and for failing to 

implement the national security policy. As a result, the regional governments declared the 

move to cut off links with the Federal Government. 

President Farmaajo interjected by inviting the leaders to a consultative meeting this 

Monday. However, on September 14th, the regional leaders issued a statement listing their 

conditions for attending the conference. The Governor of Benadir region, Abdirahman Omar 

Osman, who is a member of the National Security Council urged the regional leaders to 

attend the consultative meeting to resolve any disagreements. The relationship between the 

Federal Government and the regional states has reached the lowest point, since the 

formation of the regional administrations. This has caused political instability in the country. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-17-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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PM Khaire Rejects Proposals For International Community To Intervene In 

FGS And Regional States Disputes 

17 September 2018 

Prime Minister of Somalia Hassan Ali Khaire has rejected the proposal by regional leaders to 

have the international community mediate between their dispute with the Federal 

Government. The PM was categorical that the idea of foreigners mediating in Somali affairs 

was unwelcome. 

“I am very pleased to inform the regional state leaders that the Federal Government of 

Somalia now has the capacity and authority to independently resolve disagreements in this 

country and that we do not need to call in the international community to mediate in our 

problems,” said the Premier. 

PM Khaire has also responded to a statement issued by the leaders of regional states 

commenting on the security of Mogadishu. “The capital city of Mogadishu is safe enough to 

hold any meetings and the capital city will always stand as our national symbol.” The Federal 

Government and the Federal Member States (FMS) are currently embroiled in bitter 

disagreements that are are yet to be resolved. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-17-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali FM receives EU Chargé d’Affaires 

17th September 2018  

MOGADISHU – Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation of the Federal 

Republic of Somalia, H.E. Amb. Ahmed Isse 

Awad received  the charge d’affaires of the 

European Union Delegation to Somalia, Mr. 

Fulgencio Garrido Ruiz. 

Both sides discussed on issues of mutual concern, including international and regional 

developments. 

The European Union is one of the main donors to improve the security situation in Somalia 

through AMISOM forces as well as training the Somali security forces to strengthen the 

stability and development of the country recovering from the scourge of civil wars and 

armed violence. 

https://mareeg.com/somali-fm-receives-eu-charge-daffaires/ 
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PM calls to rebuild Somalia as a whole through Is-Xilqaan Program 

September 17, 2018  

Somali Prime Minister Hassan Ali 

Khaire on Sunday night participated in 

an introductory ceremony of the Is-

xilqaan program in Mogadishu. 

Banadir region Governor, Ministers, 

MPs along with citizens came together 

for the Is-xilqaan program implementation ceremony. 

PM Khaire emphasized to participants the importance of the Is-xilqaan program stating that 

it is an opportunity to rebuild the country, whilst providing a better future for the youth. 

The Prime Minister encouraged Somali citizens to contribute monetarily, volunteer their 

time, to unite for taking part in achieving national interest. 

Khaire stated “Citizens must come together to rebuild the country as a whole through the 

is-xilqaan program. All national leaders must do their part towards rebuilding our country.” 

In August 2018, during the Garow meeting, the cabinet officially approved “Is-xilqaan” 

program which government and civilians will jointly rebuild roads, historical places and 

government institutional buildings. 

http://radioshabelle.com/pm-calls-to-rebuild-somalia-as-a-whole-through-is-xilqaan-

program/ 
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Somali Parliament holds debate over Mogadishu insecurity 

September 17, 2018  

The Members of Somalia’s Lower 

House chamber of Federal parliament 

held a debate on the Security issues 

during today’s sitting which came 

days after a car bomb injured MP. 

The Security forces were stationed 

near the Parliament and on Sayidka street and other Roads leading to the House early in the 

morning. 

The MPs debated on the security of the capital amid several insecurity incidents that took 

place in the city shuttered months of peace. 

Barely two days ago, a member of parliament, Mohamed Mursal Barrow has narrowly 

survived death after an IED fitted into his vehicle went off outside the national theatre in the 

capital. 

Al Shabaab has claimed the responsibility for the attack on the MP and vowed to continue 

its explosions in the city amid tight security and heavy presence of police on main junctions. 

http://radioshabelle.com/somali-parliament-holds-debate-over-mogadishu-insecurity/ 
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Ministry Of Interior Declares To Support Free And Fair Elections In Regional 

States 

17 September 2018 

The Ministry of Interior, Federalism and Reconciliation has promised to watch closely the 

upcoming elections in the regional states and ensure they are free, fairand conducted in 

accordance with the Constitution of the country. In it's statement released on Monday, the 

ministry also promised to follow closely the federalism process in the country’s elections. 

The Interior Ministry further called on leaders of the Galmudug state to end the latest 

political wrangles and to return to the agreement signed in Villa Somalia on 06/12/2017.  The 

move comes at a time when there are frosty relations between the Federal Government and 

the Federal Member States 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/september-18-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Somalia is Becoming a Pawn in a UAE-Qatar Proxy War for Influence 

September 17th, 2018 

It’s been a breathless few weeks for the Horn of 

Africa in general, and for Somalia in particular. A 

historic agreement was signed between Somalia, 

Eritrea and Ethiopia to end all hostilities between 

them. Straight afterwards, Eritrea reconciled with 

Djibouti.  

For the first time in decades, it seems that the regional capitals are sincerely ready to make 

peace, and to build on it. But though this is no doubt good news, it will not solve Somalia’s 

internal strife. This week, Somalia’s future is looking extremely uncertain. And that is – at 

least partly - because it has become embroiled in the Gulf crisis that has pitted Qatar against 

its neighbours. 

Somalia is meant to be getting ready to take charge of its own security. The African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) was coined as a “peace support” mission in 2007, to help 

Somali forces oust the Al-Qaeda linked Al Shabaab insurgent group from the capital 

Mogadishu. But its six-month mandate kept being expanded, and a decade later it is still 

there. It is now comprised of over 21,000 troops from six contributing African nations. 

Whilst it has been indispensable in pushing back Al Shabaab and in providing some fragile 

security, it can’t by any standards be thought of as a “support” mission anymore. AMISOM 

effectively replaced the Somali National Army (SNA) in combatting Al Shabaab. But now, it 

is talking about winding back its presence in the country. 

AMISOM wants to withdraw a thousand troops by February 2019, and aims to be handing 

back all security responsibilities to the SNA and leaving Somalia by 2020 to 2021. 
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There are no guarantees that this will go ahead as planned. Abdullahi Boru, a Somalia 

analyst, told Al Bawaba: 

“While Amisom has indicated its withdrawal, the situation in the Horn of Africa has seen sea 

change over the last few months, that, that decision could be reversed. I am not suggesting 

anything has been agreed as of yet, but having Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea (which has been 

accused of supporting Al Shabaab) on side will have a significant impact on the security 

situation on the ground. At the practical level, withdrawal of troops when the security 

situation on the ground has not changed will increase the number of attacks by Al Shabaab, 

and other opportunistic criminal outfits.” 

But however AMISOM’s departure eventually pans out, the SNA is still a very long way from 

ready to assume its duties. The army has been provided with training by a number of 

countries - including the US, the UK, Turkey, Sudan and Egypt. But each of these militaries 

has differences, from how to salute to different chains of command. Reassembling the SNA 

into a coherent unit after it has been trained in myriad different ways will be an uphill 

struggle. 

Add to that the fact that the SNA is chronically low on resources. Somali security forces are 

short of everything from radios to paper and pencils. Their access to weapons is ad hoc, and 

corruption is rife. How things will look when the SNA assumes control from AMISOM is 

anybody’s guess, but it’s safe to say that it won’t be easy for them to hold the existing gains 

made against Al Shabaab. 

But a bigger security problem could be on the horizon, and it ironically comes from within 

Somalia’s own government system. In the past few days, five of the country’s federal states, 

including the semi-autonomous region of Puntland, have severed ties with the Federal 

Government of President Mohammed Abdullahi Farmaajo. The leaders of the states in 

question say that the move is to put pressure on the government, and push it to meet its 

goals. 

Farmaajo’s government is aiming for the country to have its first election with universal 

suffrage - “One Person, One Vote” - since the decades-long Siad Barre dictatorship. So far, 

the security situation has rendered this impossible. Farmaajo’s government was elected by 
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a complex system of selection by clan leaders, as a preliminary move towards universal 

elections. There are a lot of doubts about whether this will be possible within the next two 

years. But if the government fails, it will be a major blow to its credibility.  

The problem is that the Somali federal system, and the country’s complex colonial history, 

means that there is only so much will for unity anyway. States regularly pursue their own 

agendas, and greater autonomy. And while there are plenty of legitimate grievances to be 

had with Mogadishu, it’s the country’s inconsistent relationships with the Gulf states that is 

cleaving the deepest divisions in Somalia right now.  

Up until last April, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates were some of the Farmaajo 

government’s closest international partners. The UAE was Somalia’s largest trading partner, 

and Saudi Arabia bought the majority of the livestock that Somalia exports. 

However, when these two countries led the blockade of Qatar in 2017, they pushed for all 

countries in the region to sever ties with Doha. But unlike many countries which kept quiet 

and maintained their links to Doha anyway, Farmaajo seemed to feel the need to openly 

declare Somalia’s neutrality in the Gulf crisis. (That may have been a gesture of quasi-

solidarity with Turkey, which is Somalia’s largest foreign investor). 

This wasn’t good enough for the blockading states, and relations began to sour. Tensions 

between Farmaajo’s government and the UAE were already rising due to the latter’s 

relentless, and divisive port building campaign around the Horn of Africa. The UAE is 

upsetting Mogadishu by developing its own ports in Somali regions that are striving for 

autonomy from Somalia. One in Berbera, Somaliland, a self-declared independent state, and 

the other at Bosaso, in the semi-autonomous region of Puntland. 

The Federal Government sees this as undermining its authority vis-a-vis the state authorities. 

And they wouldn’t be wrong to do so – the UAE unsurprisingly likes to deal with state rather 

than central authorities, which give it a freer hand to pursue its interests. 

But things came to a head in April this year when an Emirati plane stuffed with $10 million 

in cash was found on a Mogadishu runway. Whilst the UAE insisted this was for the salaries 

of the soldiers it was training, the Federal Government didn’t buy it, and assumed the money 

was for influencing state politicians. The UAE pulled out its training support for the SNA in 
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response, and its relations with Mogadishu are on ice. But Qatar has seemingly rushed in to 

fill the vacuum the UAE left. 

Farmaajo was courted with a state visit to Doha a month later, on which Qatar pledged 

hundreds of millions of dollars worth of aid to Somalia. And there is reason to believe Qatar’s 

influence is even further reaching. In recent weeks, the Somali intelligence agency NISA 

sacked a former deputy director for revealing that Al Shabaab had infiltrated the agency. His 

replacement is the former Al Jazeera bureau chief for Somalia, who is widely suspected to 

be pushing Qatari interests in his new position. 

To whatever extent this is true, the suspicion alone is a troubling development for Somali 

security. One of the key drivers of the current fallout between the striking states and 

Farmaajo’s Federal Government is disagreement over UAE relations, since federal states 

have a lot to gain or lose depending on their relationship with it. This is particularly true for 

the semi-autonomous regions, who are looking to leverage the Gulf conflict for their own 

interests. Abdullahi Boru added: 

“Somaliland and Puntland have been vying for control of the Sool and Sanaag regions 

because of their strategic link to the Gulf of Aden to the Ethiopian border. The increase of 

interest from the Gulf Countries post their fall out, has embolden the devolved authorities.” 

Equally, the UAE is proving itself adept at circumventing Mogadishu’s rule by dealing directly 

with state authorities. If Qatar is suspected of having too much influence in the Federal 

Government, the UAE will play states off against it, and vice versa. But this could come at a 

very significant security cost as AMISOM works to extract itself from Somalia. 

The SNA is already fractured. But the army cannot operate effectively across a nation if 

individual states will not cooperate with the central government. And this is a weakness that 

Al Shabaab, an insurgency with deep roots in the Somali population, and with a history of 

innovatively undermining the government, will be sure to exploit. 

https://www.albawaba.com/news/somalia-falling-apart-seams-1186144 
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IGAD endorses Somalia and Djibouti to deploy troops to S. Sudan  

September 17, 2018 - Regional bloc IGAD  has 

mandated Somalia and Djibouti to deploy troops 

to South Sudan to safeguard security and the 

implementation of the peace agreement. The 

Inter-Governmental Authority on Development 

(Igad), in a statement to the media on Monday 

afternoon, said Somalia and Djibouti have been 

endorsed by the regional bloc to be among the South Sudan peace guarantors. The 

endorsement was made during the Igad Extra-Ordinary Summit held in Addis Ababa on 

September 12. 

Its mandate 

“Igad shall request the UN Security Council to review its mandate on deployment of regional 

protection force to South Sudan and allow Sudan, Uganda, Djibouti and Somalia as 

guarantors, to contribute forces to enhance the protection and security,” the Igad statement 

reads. 

“The Summit resolves that Igad shall engage the UN Security Council to ensure that the 

Regional Protection Force (RPF) is fully deployed to execute its mandate in accordance with 

the UNSC Resolutions 2304/16 and 2406/18.” The statement added that the outcome of the 

Summit further mandated the Igad chiefs of staff to assess the operational needs and 

elaborate the tasks of the RPF in light of the current situation in South Sudan, as a basis for 

a securing endorsement from the African Union Peace Security Council and the UNSC. 

Fragile states  

It further stated that the regional bloc was committed to stand in solidarity with the people 

of South Sudan and their leaders in their endeavour to attain peace, stability and economic 

progress. Additionally, Igad called upon the government and the opposition groups in the 
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war-torn country to prioritise the implementation of the Permanent Ceasefire on Cessation 

of Hostilities, Protection of Civilians and Humanitarian Access. 

Somalia is one of the most fragile states in the region and tops the list of security worst-hit 

countries on the continent. Its security has been mostly guaranteed by the African Union 

peace keepers deployed by Kenya, Uganda and Burundi. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Sept/160167/igad_endorses_somalia_and_djibouti

_to_deploy_troops_to_s_sudan.aspx 
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Third Girl Dies in Somalia After Genital Mutilation  

September 17, 2018 Mumtaz Qorane was 

the third child to die in the country this 

week after undergoing the practice, which 

is also known as female circumcision. Dr. 

Mohamed Hussein Aden tells VOA's Somali 

service that the girl underwent the 

procedure three days ago in the countryside near the town of Goldogob, and contracted 

tetanus afterward. 

He said a medical team sent to bring her to a hospital in the town of Galkayo was told 

Monday morning that the girl had died. Aden received an emergency call about the girl’s 

grave condition on Sunday while talking to VOA Somali about the death of two sisters, Asiya 

Farah Abdi Warsame and Khadija Farah Abdi Warsame, who bled to death following FGM. 

Doctors and activists said the girls died in Bur Salah village about 75 kilometers west of 

Galkayo, but the mutilation took place about a week ago near Galladi, across the border in 

the Somali region of Ethiopia. Galkayo hospital is the main health facility used by nomads 

who live along the border areas between Somalia and Ethiopia. 

Dr. Mohamed Hussein Aden said the two girls who died in Bur Salah were aged 10 and 11, 

adding, "There is no other way to describe it, it's brutal." Activists are demanding an end to 

female circumcision, calling it a dangerous ritual with no practical benefits. 

The practice involves removing part or all of the clitoris and labia for non-medical reasons. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) says cutting, often performed on girls 15 and 

younger, can result in bleeding, infection, problems with urination and complications with 

childbearing. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/third-girl-dies-in-somalia-after-genital-

mutilation/4575084.html  
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Save The Children Calls For Govt Action As 2 Somali Girls Die Undergoing FGM 

Sep 17, 2018  - Save the Children calls upon the government of Somalia, civil society and 

other community actors to take immediate action to scale up efforts to protect children, 

particularly girls, against all forms of violence and harmful traditional practices, including 

Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C). The call comes after a series of confirmed 

reports of deaths of young girls who have undergone FGM/C while others are still fighting 

for their lives in hospitals. On Thursday, two sisters Aasiyo (10) and Khadijo (11) died two 

days after they were cut in a remote village of Dorodo, at the border between Ethiopia and 

Puntland State of Somalia. The girls died as they were taken to the hospital. Two months 

ago, 10-years-old Deqa Nour died of simliar complications after going through an FGM 

procedure in her village. 

Over seven other girls, between the ages of eight and five who were rescued by Save the 

Children staff after they were cut are currently being treated in different hospitals in 

Goldogob and Beletweyne. All the girls were bleeding excessessively when they were 

brought to the hospital. 

Despite all the efforts by the government and civil society actors to raise awareness on the 

risks and effects of FGM/C on the lives of girls, the practice continues unabated, putting the 

lives of millions of Somali girls at risk and robbing them of their right to a healthy and 

dignified childhood. 

“Im afraid that this is just the tip of the iceberg as many more cases go unreported,” said 

Timothy Bishop, Country Director of Save the Children in Somalia. “This can only be stopped 

if families and their communities say enough is enough – we should no longer continue to 

torture and risk the lives of our children.” 

Bishop said that apart from the community efforts, stopping FGM/C requires stronger laws 

that will protect girls and allow the perpetrators of this harmful practice to be punished. 

Both the FGM policy and Sexual Offenses bill that promise stronger legal protection of 
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Somali girls against FGM and other gender based violence are yet to be approved by the 

Federal Government. 

Although FGM/C has been declining in Somalia from the mostly quoted figure of 98% to 

current 90%, more needs to be done to eliminate this practice. FGM/C violates the rights to 

health, security and physical integrity of the girls as well as the right to be free from inhuman 

or degrading treatment, torture and cruelty, and the right to life when the procedure results 

in death. 

Save the Children reaffirms its commitment to continue to support the government, civil 

society and communities at large to eradicate FGM/C practices. Save the Children works 

closely with local authorities, communities and the Government to raise awareness and 

ensure the right protection mechanisms are in place to address FGM/C in Somalia. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/09/17/save-the-children-calls-for-govt-
action-as-2-somali-girls-die-undergoing-fgm/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/puntland/somalia-puntland-orders-halt-to-german-

funded-project 
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