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SNA-AMISOM Forces Seize Daynunaye Town, Bay Region 

31 October 2018 

The Somalia National Army (SNA) backed by AMISOM forces on Tuesday morning took over 

the Daynunay area of Bay region from the Al-Shabaab group, which has been in control of 

the town over the past weeks. The government forces have in the recent days been 

conducting operations against the Al-Shabaab in the region and have successfully seized 

several other areas from the Al-Shabaab group. 

The government soldiers, who are currently in control of Daynuunaye town, have now set a 

base in the area. General Ibrahim Yarow, the force commander in the 60th Division, told the 

media that the areas they had seized from the Al-Shabaab were secure and safely under the 

control of the SNA and the Ethiopian forces serving under AMISOM. 

He added that they will continue to increase the security operations in all parts of the region 

to flush out the Al-Shabaab. The group, which is fighting in the southern part of Somalia 

routinely targets AU forces and government bases in the country. The Daynuunaye town is 

approximately 26 km to Baidoa the city centre of Bay region. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/october-31-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somali, AU troops clash with Al-Shabab fighters near Qoryoley 

October 31, 2018  

Somali national army [SNA] backed by 

African Union forces engaged in a heavy 

gunfight with Al-Shabaab militants on 

the outskirts of Qoryoley district in 

Lower Shabelle region. 

The battle broke out after heavily armed Al-Shabaab fighters staged an assault against 

military bases belonging to the allied troops in several villages outside the town. 

The fighting which raged on for several minutes has inflicted casualties on both warring 

sides, but, the loss has not yet been established. 

The Al-Qaeda-linked militant group Al-Shabaab has intensified attacks targeting Somali and 

AMISOM military camps in the southern region, near the capital Mogadishu in the past. 

http://radioshabelle.com/somali-au-troops-clash-with-al-shabab-fighters-near-qoryoley/ 
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Pakistani Jihadist killed in Somalia 

31st October 2018  

MOGADISHU—Somali military says a Pakistani 

Jihadist fighting alongside Al Qaeda linked Al 

Shabaab has been killed in joint military 

operation. 

The operation was carried out for the last 

couple weeks, after Somali army forces launched joint offensive against Al-Shabaab targets 

in Hiran and Middle Shabelle regions. Somalia’s army chief in the regions, Salah Mumin 

Mouse says a foreign Jihadist from Pakistan, whose name has not been released yet, was 

killed in the latest operation. 

He says the Pakistani Jihadist was charge of making bomb explosives and training Al-Shabaab 

recruits in south and central Somalia. The military forces also re-seized key targets previously 

held by Al Qaeda linked Al Shabaab group battling the weak-western backed government of 

Somalia. 

There was no word from Al Shabaab over the claims made by Somali military. The group has 

been waging insurgency for more than ten years in the war-ravaged nation. 

Last month, Somali army says an Afghan Jihadist, who once fought in Yemen, alongside Al 

Qaeda branch, was killed in an operation near Marka town, some 91km southwest of Somali 

capital Mogadishu. The Al-Qaeda linked Shabaab was pushed out of the Somali capital in 

2011 — and subsequently other towns and cities — by soldiers from the African Union 

Mission in Somalia. Somalia has been mired in violence and lawlessness since early 1990s 

when dictator Mohamed Siad Barre was toppled. 

https://mareeg.com/pakistani-jihadist-killed-in-somalia/ 
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The Military Establishment Shouldn’t Interfere With The SW Elections, Warns 

Military Commander 

31 October 2018 

The military commander of the 60th division of the Somali National Armed Forces, General 

Ibrahim Yarow Isaq has directed his men not to interfere with the forthcoming elections and 

urged them to fully commit themselves to execute their constitutional obligations. With just 

17 days to the Southwest presidential poll, reports of security forces involvement in the 

ongoing electioneering activities in Baidoa have emerged, thus the warning from the SNA 

commander. 

General Yarrow said the army has nothing to do with the elections and other related issues 

like, pertaining to the elections. Their work, he stressed, was to maintain security:  “I ordered 

the commanders, their assistants and the officers to avoid visiting election sites. Our work is 

to provide security and any soldier found involving himself in election-related affairs will face 

stern actions in accordance with the law”. 

The commander’s call comes amid charged political atmosphere in Baidoa, coupled with 

allegations towards the government for its alleged support and financing of certain 

presidential candidates. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/october-31-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somaliland Opposition Warn President Against Delay In Parliamentary 

Elections 

31 October 2018 

The two main opposition parties in the breakaway northern Somalia territory of Somaliland 

have warned they will not accept any attempts by President Muse Bihi Abdi to postpone the 

enclave’s upcoming parliamentary election scheduled for March, next year. 

There have been speculations in recent weeks in Somaliland that President Abdi was 

planning to deliberately delay both the upcoming parliamentary and local council elections 

in a bid to favor the ruling party, which continues to maintain majority in both the parliament 

and local council for over a decade now.  “We are well aware of the ongoing plans to delay 

the election. And we accordingly affirm that we shall hold the President solely responsible 

in the event of any delays in the polls,” said Mohamed Ali, the flag-bearer of Wadani, one of 

the largest opposition parties in Somaliland. 

Meanwhile, opposition parties are demanding the disbandment of the electoral commission 

which they accuse of being heavily biased in favour of the ruling party and incumbent 

President. Electoral officials have, however, dismissed the claims: “We have also submitted 

an official complaint letter regarding the election commission which is not credible and 

which is heavily influenced and thus not qualified to preside over the elections in March”. 

The Opposition politician warned that failure by the President to address their complaint 

would prompt them to convene a national dialogue in which elders would have to decide on 

the matter. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-1-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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UN and AU envoys meet Southwest leaders and candidates 

November 1, 2018  

The new United Nations envoy to Somalia 

today continued his round of introductory 

meetings with state leaders with a visit to 

South West State, where he flagged the need 

for it hold “credible and acceptable” 

presidential elections next month and 

renewed his call for collaboration to solve ongoing tensions between the country’s federal 

and state authorities. 

In his visit to South West State’s capital, Baidoa, the Secretary-General’s Special 

Representative for Somalia, Nicholas Haysom, was with his counterpart from the African 

Union (AU), the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the AU Commission, 

Ambassador Francisco Madeira. 

Soon after arriving, they two envoys met with South West State’s President Sharif Hassan 

Sheikh Aden. 

The ongoing tensions between the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) and the country’s 

Federal Member States was a major topic in their meeting. 

“We’re exploring ways of bringing them together in the hope that Somalis can face down 

their problems together rather than going separately,” Mr. Haysom of their discussions. 

“Basically, we’ve been telling them is what we’re facing is a quite serious political issue – the 

stand-off between the Federal Member States and the Federal Government may well 

paralyze our efforts to help Somalia get back on its feet,” he added. “And we’re asking all of 

the relevant role-players to get together to find a solution and to make the necessary 

compromises so that they can work collaboratively rather than against each other.” 
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President Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden was recently selected as the chairperson of the Council 

of Inter-state Cooperation (CIC), which brings together the heads of Somalia’s Federal 

Member States. In a recently-issued communique,  the CIC – with the exception of 

Hirshabelle – announced it would hold off cooperation with the FGS. 

“He has been very open and thorough in his approach, in his analysis of what is happening, 

and this is important for us to help us understand what is happening and help us find the 

best way to help the people of Somalia,” Amb. Madeira said following their meeting. 

The UN and AU Special Representatives have, so far, had similar discussions with the 

presidents of Jubaland and HirShabelle. 

South West State’s presidential elections 

Other topics discussed with President Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden included development, 

security and political matters – with the latter including the state’s presidential elections in 

November this year. 

“Let me say right from the outset: the international community does not have a candidate 

[and] is not backing any candidate in this race, but we do want to see – and I’ve asked the 

president to reassure me – that the elections will be conducted in a way which all parties 

will able to accept, and he has reassured me that this indeed will be the case,” Mr. Haysom 

said at a joint press conference after their meeting, alongside the president and AU envoy. 

“We want this election to go smoothly, peacefully, and we, as AMISOM, are going to do our 

best, our utmost, to ensure that security is guaranteed, and we want the collaboration of 

everybody and every candidate that they do not indulge in situations that are likely to flare 

up violence and instability,” Amb. Madeira, who also heads the African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM) peacekeeping operation, told the media. 

“We want a peaceful Somalia, and South West [State] is an important part of the entire 

process of stabilization of the country,’ he added. 

Meeting with Parliamentary Speaker and presidential candidates 
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The UN and AU officials also met with the Speaker of South West State’s Parliament, 

Abdulkadir Shariif Shekhuna, who briefed them on preparations for the presidential poll due 

on Saturday, 17 November. 

“You’ll appreciate the elections in the South West State will be the first of the many elections 

to follow and in that sense will be setting the standard. It’s also clear that the elections will 

be contested, hotly contested, and for that reason it’s important that the outcome should 

be accepted by those who participate,” Mr. Haysom said in a subsequent press encounter 

with the Speaker and Amb. Madeira. 

“So we were reassured to hear from the speaker in regard to the detailed arrangements 

which will govern the election and we wish South West [State] all the best in holding those 

elections,” he noted, adding the importance of the polls being held in “a credible and 

acceptable manner in accordance with the rules that they’ve established so that the result 

is accepted.” 

Mr. Haysom and Amb. Madeira echoed these comments in their later meeting with seven 

people standing as candidates in the presidential election. 

http://radioshabelle.com/un-and-au-envoys-meet-southwest-leaders-and-candidates/ 
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Unidentified Fighter Jets Target Al-Shabaab Camp In Central Somalia 

30 October 2018 

Unknown warplanes have carried out an airstrike in central Somalia, targeting Al-Shabaab 

base on Tuesday. According to authorities, the fighter jets bombed Al-Shabaab target in 

Wabho area located in Hiran region of central Somalia, causing unspecified casualties on the 

militants. 

The airstrike comes a day after Al-Shabaab claimed to have killed at least 30 Ethiopian 

soldiers serving with African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) in a bomb blast in the 

region. The U.S. and Kenyan air forces often conduct air raids against Al-Shabaab controlled 

locations in Somalia as part of the war on the Al-Qaeda-linked militant group. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/october-31-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Somali president lands in Jubba, South Sudanese capital 

October 31, 2018  

The president of the federal republic of 

Somalia, Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo and 

delegation touched down in Juba, the capital 

city of South Sudan on Wednesday. 

President Farmajo and his delegation will 

attend a ceremony scheduled to finalize the 

agreement reached by president Salva Kiir of South and his former deputy president and 

rival, Riek Machar in Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian capital. During his stay in South Sudan, 

president Farmajo is also expected to hold separate meetings with the leaders attending the 

event in Juba. June this year, President Farmajo attended a meeting of Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development ( IGAD) summit which discussed the situation in South Sudan. 

IGAD summit came hours after a meeting between President Salva Kiir of South Sudan and 

his rival Riek Machar. President Kiir and his former vice president and rival met for the first 

time in two years in Addis Ababa for talks hosted by the new Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed. Late June, South Sudan’s President Salva Kirr and signed the peace agreement with 

the rebels in Khartoum, the capital of Sudan. The agreement made in the Sudanese capital 

Khartoum aims to end a war in which tens of thousands of people have been killed. Previous 

peace deals have broken down. 

“The parties will continue talks in Khartoum to discuss the arrangements for implementing 

the ceasefire, and after it comes into place the issue of power-sharing will be discussed,” 

Sudanese Foreign Minister Al-Dirdiri Mohamed told media. 

http://radioshabelle.com/somali-president-lands-in-jubba-south-sudanese-capital/ 
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Somali Diplomatic Staff Unpaid for Nine Months, FM 

30 October 2018 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation has said some of the Somali 

diplomatic staff have not been paid for past nine months. Speaking during a special session 

with Upper House of The People on Monday, Ambassador Ahmed Isse Awad told the 

representatives of Somali Upper House that despite serving the interest of the nation 

outside the country, some of the diplomatic mission staff had not been paid for close to a 

year. 

Ambassador Awad, who appealed to the Upper House Representatives to approve 2019 

national budget to facilitate government expenditure, did not elaborate the main reason 

behind the nonpayment of his staff despite their apparent lavish lifestyle. His comments 

contract those of Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire and Finance Minister Dr. Abdulrahman 

Beyle, who are on record stating that President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo came to 

power, all civil servants have been paid without failure through their bank accounts. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/october-31-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Al Shabaab’s former No.2 leader runs for office in Somalia 

October 31, 2018  

 

NAIROBI: The normal-looking campaign rally in Somalia’s capital this month was anything 

but. Dozens of people in T-shirts bearing the smiling candidate’s image and “Security and 

Justice” were praising the former No.2 leader of Africa’s deadliest extremist group, the Al-

Qaida-linked Al Shabaab, who until recently was the target of a $5 million US reward. 

Stunned, Somalia’s federal government is in an awkward spot. If Mukhtar Robow’s campaign 

for a regional presidency goes forward, observers say the man who once praised Osama Bin 

Laden has a good chance at winning next month’s election. 

Ever since surprising Somalis by defecting to a delighted government last year, the former 

Al Shabaab spokesman and founding father has not been shy. Robow openly discussed his 

break with hardliners that led him to quit the extremist group — “I disagreed with their 

creed, which does not serve Islamic religion,” he said — and the threats that pushed him to 

defect after years of living in the safety of his clan. Then he donated blood in a show of 

support after Somalia’s deadliest attack, the October 2017 truck bombing in Mogadishu that 

killed over 500 people. Now the lanky, bearded Robow, Al Shabaab’s highest-profile 

defector, seeks to lead his native Southwest region despite a sharp “no” from the federal 

government. The interior ministry says he’s ineligible to run because he remains under 

international sanctions. The problem, observers say, is that Somalia’s federal government is 

in such a state that no one knows who has the authority to decide who can be a candidate. 

The presidency did not respond to questions. The United Nations mission in Somalia, which 

provides electoral support, would not comment. 

“Who has the last call on who runs? Nobody knows,” Hussein Sheikh-Ali, a former national 

security adviser and chair of the Hiraal Institute who has known Robow for years, told The 

Associated Press. 
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On top of that, relations between Somalia’s federal government and its regional ones are so 

bad that cooperation is almost severed, victim of the wary politics in the Horn of Africa 

nation recovering from decades of warlord-led fighting and devastating Al Shabab attacks. 

Over the weekend, Southwest residents and some members of parliament protested what 

they called the federal government’s meddling in the vote. 

http://gulftoday.ae/portal/f5fcb249-9b0d-43b8-8439-8839d10ced45.aspx 
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Somalia: Puntland Clerics Urge State Leaders to Respect National Govt 

30 October 2018 

Religious leaders in the semi- autonomous regional state of Puntland have called upon state 

leaders in the country to respect the national government in Mogadishu. The clerics warned 

that the ongoing political difference between the regional states and federal government 

will derail development made in various sectors for the past years. 

" The government in Mogadishu is democratically elected federal state that is recognized by 

the international community as custodian of the Somali people," religious leaders said in 

joint press conference. They said the current political situation in the country has forced 

them to speak and recommend the way forward. Federal Parliamentarians Accuse President 

Farmaajo Of Meddling In The Southwest State Election 

EFASOM Jowhar Education Forum. EU funded labour rights training for media workers and 

how to organize kicks off in Baidoa 

"Unnecessary conflict and difference amongst ourselves is prohibited in our religion, let us 

focus way forward and not spoil the developments we made," 

The leaders also expressed their disapproval on the meeting by state leaders in Garowe last 

week in which the state administrations Presidents blamed Villa Somalia principals for the 

political crisis in the country. The call came days after President Abdullahi Farmajo extended 

invitation to state leaders for national meeting in Mogadishu to resolve the difference. 

President Abdiweli Gas of Puntland showed signs to attend the convention during interview 

with Mogadishu based Radio Kulmiye on Sunday. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201810300549.html 
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Somalia : Technical Assistance Report-Internal Audit and Accounting Training 

for the Central Bank of Somalia 

October 31, 2018  

This was the first mission in a series designed to assist the Central Bank of Somalia (CBS) in 

its development of formal frameworks and professional practices for internal audit and 

accounting and bring them toward international norms. The mission team conducted a 

series of training sessions covering accounting and internal audit topics designed to assist 

the CBS staff in maintaining proper accounting records and preparing proper financial 

statements and developing and implementing an effective and modern internal audit 

framework. Specific topics were addressed that reflected the CBS’ current operating and 

limited capacity levels. Group exercises were conducted using real data and information. 

Assignments were agreed with each team to be completed prior to the next mission. 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Issues/2018/10/31/Somalia-Technical-Assistance-

Report-Internal-Audit-and-Accounting-Training-for-the-Central-46295 
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Hargeisa Smugglers Reveal Insights Into The Sordid Business Of Human 

Trafficking Of Somali Migrants 

31 October 2018 

For the last six years, Elmi Noor, 38, has been making $4,000 a month from what he terms a 

‘lucrative business’ – smuggling young people from across East Africa to Libya, where they 

are invariably held for ransom by criminal gangs under cruel conditions. Noor coordinates a 

network of people smugglers based in several African countries, who organise perilous 

journey for young Somalis eager to cross to Europe for better lives. After a four-month 

investigation, Radio Ergo journalists tracked down Noor and convinced him to meet one 

evening at a market place in Hargeisa, the administrative capital of Somaliland, for an 

interview. 

Speaking to Radio Ergo, Noor confirmed that he had smuggled 4,000 people from Somaliland 

to Libya since 2012. He stated that the majority of these people had probably died either in 

the hands of Libyan militiamen who captured them or on risky sea crossings to Europe. Noor 

appeared not to care about the responsibility he and his co-smugglers bear for the suffering 

and even deaths of so many young Somali men and women. “We know that this work is a 

crime but it pays us handsomely. In a month I may get as much as $4,000, so it is very easy 

work,” he stated. 

Noor said his work was risky and they operated secretly, taking care to switch Messenger 

accounts frequently to cover their trail, to avoid capture by the Somaliland police. “We have 

that worry about falling into hands of the police but we carry out our work covertly. So it is 

very rare for the police to notice our operations,” Noor said. Noor works with 10 others to 

lure young people into hiring them to get to Europe. Some would-be migrants are convinced 

by ‘leave-now-pay-later’ scheme offered to them, while others are told to pay as little as 

$300 thinking that will get them as far as Europe. 
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But another reality dawns on them when they find themselves in the hands of an affiliated 

criminal syndicate in Libya demanding huge ransoms by force. According to Noor, the 

militiamen in Libya fix the amount that the captives pay. He and other members of the 

trafficker ring get their commission sent to them through small money transfer firms.  Radio 

Ergo made contact with a second trafficker in Hargeisa, known as Hassan Ali, who agreed to 

speak on the phone but not in person.  The journalists agreed to distort his voice on 

recordings to be broadcast, in order to conceal his identity. 

Ali said he earns between $500 and 800 per individual based on the number of migrants he 

lures. Before he joined the network, he travelled to Libya aiming to reach Europe but fell 

into the hands of the human traffickers himself and was held captive for several months. 

During that time, he learnt Arabic and worked for the traffickers as a translator. He was set 

free and returned to Somaliland, where he joined the Libyan trafficking ring as an agent. 

During his years in the sordid business, Ali said he had information of the deaths of nine of 

the people he had helped to traffic. Some died on their way to Libya, while the rest died in 

detention centres run by Libyan militia. “I chose to work so whatever it costs does not bother 

me,” Ali boasted to Radio Ergo. “I started this work when I saw the opportunities that you 

get in trafficking.” The Libyan traffickers set ransom demands of $8,000-$12,000. Failure to 

pay brings threats of removing organs, maiming, or other kinds of physical torture to try to 

coerce relatives into sending money. 

 http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-1-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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https://beta.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-un-asks-canada-to-resettle-more-refugees-

displaced-in-horn-of-africa/ 
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African Investigative Journalists Say Threats Mounting — from Near and Far  

October 31, 2018 12:58 PM  

Anonymous threats. Police harassment. Hostile officials. The constant, hovering cloud of 

self-censorship, social exclusion and forced exile. And to top it all off: low pay.  

Welcome to the life of a typical African investigative journalist. 

In recent years, intrepid African reporters have played a key role in uncovering corruption, 

human rights abuses, gang violence, drug and wildlife crimes, and other unsavory dealings; 

but, says South African journalism professor Anton Harber, that's come at a cost. 

"There's a tale of repression, assassination, harassment, jailing," he told VOA. "It's pretty 

rough out there." 

Each year since 2004, the professor has hosted a conference that brings hundreds of African 

investigative journalists to Johannesburg to talk about the business and make connections. 

Even among the hardcore crowd, Muno Gedi stands out. 

She's an investigative journalist in what is possibly the world's toughest dateline: Mogadishu, 

Somalia's unstable capital. Gedi writes about topics like the traditional practice of female 

genital mutilation, the sale of international food aid in refugee camps, and the ongoing, 

relentless conflict between Somali clans and militant groups. 

Gedi says she often receives threats, many of them anonymous. 

"I think the investigative journalism in the world is always risky, especially Somalia; it is a 

risky area," she said. "So when you work for the investigative journalism in Somalia, it's not 

easy." 

Reporters without Borders says Somalia is the deadliest country for reporters in sub-Saharan 

Africa, with two journalists killed this year in connection with their work. 
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In Tanzania, the Committee to Protect Journalists says the government has in the last three 

years implemented harsh legislation and harassed journalists and bloggers. 

Newspaper journalist Kelvin Matandiko says he feels that every day. 

"It's a shock to different journalists who were experienced in working in free areas like 

Tanzania," he told VOA. "But the current political regime has come with new changes and I 

don't know what is the reason behind this, but we believe that this is to kill our media 

industry." 

It all comes down to integrity, says Premium Times publisher Dapo Olorunyomi. And in his 

notoriously corrupt country of Nigeria, Olorunyomi says that sometimes means shining a 

light on the threats that come from within journalism itself. He pointed to the recent 

terminations or proposed dismissals of 15 VOA Hausa service employees after an 

investigation found they had accepted improper payments from a top Nigerian official. 

He says that's what makes investigative journalism so hard: The truth trumps all, even when 

the truth hurts. 

"Nigerians are really very upset about that, I must let you know," he told VOA. "Especially 

for those who are doing their jobs daily, trying to hold public officials accountable in Nigeria. 

That's a difficult job in itself, not to add this kind of embarrassing situation to it. So we are 

generally upset about it, but I think VOA management has also done what it must do. It was 

the right thing to do." 

Journalism professor Harber said one of the most worrying threats to journalism lies far 

beyond Africa's borders. Just this week, U.S. President Donald Trump described what he 

called the "fake news media" as the "true enemy of the people." American and international 

media houses have widely refuted and condemned these statements. 

Harber says these words resonate globally. "There's no question that dictators or potential 

dictators here cite things being said in places like Washington to support the view that things 

need to be done about the media and the way they behave." 
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Gedi, Matandiko and Olorunyomi laughed when VOA asked why they like such difficult, 

thankless work. But then they all paused, and gave some version of the same answer: 

Because, they said, people deserve the truth 

https://www.voanews.com/a/africa-investigative-journalists-say-threats-

mounting/4636957.html 
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