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Somalia: Four killed in bomb explosion 

2nd November 2018  

MOGADISHU – Four soldiers have been killed in 

roadside bomb explosion claimed by Al Shabaab 

in north of Somali capital Mogadishu. 

The explosion followed by an ambush attack 

targeted an armored vehicle carrying 

government soldiers while heading to Hiliwaa area in the capital. 

The Al Qaeda linked Al-Shabaab group says it carried out the gun and bomb attack. 

The group claimed to have killed at least 4 government soldiers in the latest assault in 

Mogadishu. 

Somali police and security officials were unavailable to reach on the phone for comments 

over the claims made by Al Shabaab. 

The group has been driven out of many urban areas since 2011, however it still controls 

territory in rural areas and carries out gun attacks and bombings on military and civilian 

targets. 

The African Union has a combined contribution of roughly 22,000 personnel to fight against 

the Al-Qaeda inspired group in Somalia. 

Somalia has been mired in violence and lawlessness since early 1990s when dictator 

Mohamed Siad Barre was toppled. 

https://mareeg.com/somalia-four-killed-in-bomb-explosion/ 
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Kenya Calls On Somali Leaders To End Current Political Crises 

02 November 2018 

The Kenyan government has called on Somali leaders to resolve their problems internally 

and pursue political stability. In an interview with BBC Somali Service, the Majority Leader 

of Kenyan National Assembly, Mr Adan Bare Duale, emphasised the need for unity and 

cooperation among Somalis to address challenges of the Horn of Africa nation. Mr. Duale 

said collaboration between the federal government and its member states would greatly 

help the country realise political stability: “I would have urged the leaders of the federal 

government and regional states to iron out their problems and to give consideration to the 

interest of the public and the nation,” said Duale. 

The remarks of Duale, a top official in the Kenyan government, come a day after United 

Nations envoy to Somalia, Nicholas Haysom, called for collaboration to resolve ongoing 

tensions between the country’s federal and state authorities. “We are exploring ways of 

bringing them together in the hope that Somalis can face their problems together rather 

than going about them separately,” Haysom said in a statement issued by the UN Mission in 

Somalia on Wednesday night. 

The current political impasse has been alive since September when leaders of five Somali 

regional states suspended relations with the federal government citing lack of political and 

security progress in the Horn of Africa nation. The leaders from Jubaland, Puntland, 

Southwest, Galmudug and Hirshabelle regions accuse the government of interfering with 

affairs of the regional states, failure to implement security architecture and not fulfilling 

political agreements. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-2-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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MAALIM: Criticism on Somalia leadership disservice to progress, reforms 

Nov. 03, 2018, - When President Mohamed Abdullahi 

Farmaajo ascended to the presidency and took over at 

Villa Somalia, there was massive celebration across 

Somalia. For some, the election of the former Prime 

Minister, who is considered a patriot by many, 

heralded a new dawn, and the country was on course 

for greatness. Almost a year and nine months down the line, his government has for many 

lived to its expectation and is making great strides domestically and on the diplomatic front, 

despite a litany of challenges.  

Presiding over a recent Cabinet meeting, the President was confident that his government 

still enjoys the support of the Somali people, urging his ministers to make them proud by 

working for them. In his speech, the President was equivocal that under his leadership, the 

country will pursue a Somalia-first policy abroad, without yielding to lack of self-esteem in 

the eyes of the international community. Any engagement, he said, will be based on mutual 

respect perhaps underlining the principle of reciprocity in international relations. The recent 

visit by Foreign Affairs ministers of Ethiopia and Eritrea to Mogadishu is a sign of growing 

relations and great impetus for regional peace and stability. Somalia is playing an active role 

in bringing Djibouti to the fold. A region that is at peace with itself is critical to an improved 

global peace and security.  In this regards, it is important for the regional leaders to sustain 

the momentum.  The ministers, who delivered a message of goodwill from their respective 

leaders, vowed to support and urged the international community to rally support behind 

the Federal Government of Somalia.   

 The steady relationship in the region is not just the government foreign policy achievement. 

In October, Somalia was overwhelmingly elected to serve in the United Nation Human Right 

Council.  Next year, the country will assume the leadership of the Arab Foreign Ministers 

Council. The council’s session will be held in Mogadishu.  This is signal and vote of confidence 

that Somalia is taking its rightful place in the community of nations and reclaiming its lost 
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glory. All this will not be possible without the national leadership led by Farmaajo. At home, 

the government is doing well to address insecurity. It has invested a lot of time and energy 

in having a well-organised command and the control for the Somali National Security Forces 

(SNSF), a break from the past where there has been duplication of roles. The President has 

been a champion of these reforms spending considerable amount of time at the Ministry of 

Defense headquarters where he has an office.  Under Farmaajo’s watch, the insurgents are 

on the back foot, and the government’s amnesty deal has seen dozens of fighters within the 

ranks of al Shabaab defect to the government. However, the recent wrangles between the 

Federal Government of Somalia and the federal member states is a big setback for Somalia’s 

embryonic federalism.  Despite efforts to address their concerns, the leaders of the states 

have continued to undermine the federal government. Somalia nascent federalism requires 

patience. It is very ironical for the federal member states to accuse the central government 

of interfering with their affairs.  Farmaajo efforts to address their recent concern seem to 

have fallen on deaf ears. Now with Hirshabelle President mending his relations with the 

Federal Government of Somalia, it is only matter of time before the rest follow suit. 

 There is no doubt that to be at the helm in Villa Somalia is a herculean task.  For the first 

time in so many years, Somalia has a working Executive as the perennial wrangles between 

the President and the Prime Minister, which have paralysed previous governments, are now 

a thing of the past. Under the new leadership, the international financial institutions are 

engaging with the Federal Government of Somalia opening doors for possible debt relief, an 

achievement that has evaded the previous regimes.  The International Monetary Fund has 

hailed the government revenue generation efforts. In the first quarter of this year, the 

government collected $42.5 million domestically, the highest ever in a single quarter. This a 

big achievement. The success abroad is also replicated domestically. For the first time, the 

government has successfully paid the salaries of civil servants through their own bank 

accounts. In the past years, civil servants will go home without a pay for months. Those 

castigating the government of the day may have a reason to do so, but their argument is a 

big disservice to their assertion that they want a better Somalia. However, while the country 

has made so much progress under the Farmaajo presidency, challenges still remain. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/11/03/maalim-criticism-on-somalia-leadership-

disservice-to-progress-reforms_c1843155  
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UN Migration Agency Brings Life-saving Health Services to Previously 

Inaccessible Areas of Somalia 

11/02/18 

Mogadishu – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, has started bringing health services to the 

people of Gobweyn and Bulla Gaduud – two towns in south-eastern Somalia that were 

recently liberated by the government. For the past 27 years, war and conflict have made 

healthcare access difficult or impossible in many parts of the country. Now these 

communities have access to vaccinations, malaria treatment, antenatal care for pregnant 

mothers, malnutrition screenings and referrals, among other essential health services. 

In partnership with Jubaland State’s Ministry of Health (MoH), IOM supported the re-

opening of Gobweyn Health Centre, and is providing mobile outreach clinics in Bulla Gaduud, 

Kham Kham and Yontoy villages. 

Government forces have been taking back new areas like Bulla Gaduud and Gobweyn from 

armed non-state actors in recent months, which has in turn increased the need for health 

services. Aid agencies have hitherto been unable to reach these towns due to insecurity and 

the presence of armed groups in the surroundings. Upon re-establishing services, IOM and 

MoH clinical teams noted the challenges of high malnutrition rates and poor immunization 

coverage. With humanitarian services now available, it is expected that people from these 

villages, many of whom are currently residing in overcrowded settlements for Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) in far-away urban centres, will begin to return to their home 

communities. 

An estimated 20,000 people live in Bulla Gaduud. Speaking during the opening of the Bulla 

Gaduud clinic early October, Shukri Mohamed Seyyid Ahmed, the Chair Lady of the Bulla 

Gaduud Women’s Association, explained: “Prior to today, we [used to seek] healthcare 

services in Kismayo, but we lost so many lives in trying to transport emergency cases there. 

Sadly, two children died [recently] of acute watery disease [cholera] due to having nothing 
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here and no health facility to send them to. However, today health services have been 

brought closer to us and we thank IOM and the Jubaland Ministry of Health for enabling us 

to receive medical care right at our doorsteps.” 

Abdirashid Omar Khalif, the deputy village leader and youth representative in Gobweyn, 

expressed his joy during the launch mid-October of the health facility in his town. “We are 

agricultural people [farmers]. We had to leave behind our farms and livestock to take our 

sick children all the way to Kismayo town which is 20 kilometres away, but today we can take 

our children to this clinic,” he said. Gobweyn town alone has four main settlements with 

over 480 households, according to community leaders. 

This year IOM has expanded its primary healthcare programmes into hard-to-reach and 

largely inaccessible areas to meet dire and urgent medical care needs. In collaboration with 

the MoH, the Organization has just opened new health centres in Hosingo (Badhadhe 

district) and Bardhere (Gedo region) – towns that are isolated and surrounded by armed 

groups. 

http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-brings-life-saving-health-services-

previously-inaccessible-areas-somalia 
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Somalia's only free ambulance service running out of cash 

2 November 2018  

Somali ambulances carrying severely injured patients 

from a 2017 bomb blast in Mogadishu wait for access 

to the airport, where military planes are set to fly the 

wounded to Turkey for treatment 

Among the first rescuers rushing to the scene of 

Somalia's deadliest truck bombing last year were, as usual, members of the country's only 

free ambulance service, Aamin Ambulance. Founded over a decade ago by a Somali dentist 

and funded by donations, Aamin Ambulance has become an essential lifeline for ordinary 

folk, whether victims of armed violence, car accidents or a complicated birth. 

Now it is running out of cash. 

"This service is what people rely on in times of crisis, but we might have to suspend 

operations due to financial constraints," said Abdulkadir Adan, the 45-year-old founder. He 

blamed escalating running costs as demand for the service has grown. 

Adan trained as a dentist in Pakistan and returned in 2006 to Somalia, where he was appalled 

by the lack of free ambulances in the capital Mogadishu, a city of around two million. From 

his Bakara market dental practice he saw "women delivering babies rushed to hospital on a 

wheelbarrow". Inspired by the work of Pakistani philanthropist Abdul Sattar Edhi -- whose 

Edhi Foundation runs a network of free ambulances -- Adan spent $4,200 (3,700 euros) of 

his own money on a converted minibus ambulance. 

Today, Aamin has a fleet of 16 ambulances, employs 36 medics, drivers and support staff 

and costs upwards of $12,000 a month to run. Funding has come from diaspora Somalis, 

businessmen and even Adan's own students at a medical school in the city, who he 

encourages to donate after lectures. 
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- Mogadishu's worst day - 

The ambulances are often among the first on the scene of regular bombings by Al-Qaeda-

linked Shabaab militants in Mogadishu which leave hundreds dead and maimed annually. 

Following the October 2017 truck bombing that killed over 500 people, donations spiked as 

a spotlight was thrown on Aamin's work, but a year on the money is drying up. 

"If it was not for the sacrifices made by the team, many people who are alive today would 

be dead," said Adan. 

"It was the worst day I have witnessed in my life, the most terrible incident," he said, adding 

that many of his fellow first responders that day still suffer from nightmares and panic 

attacks after dragging scores of charred and dismembered bodies from collapsed buildings. 

Well-to-do Somalis can afford to hire one of the city's many commercial ambulance 

operations, but for the poor Aamin is the only option, filling a gap left by the country's 

dysfunctional state. 

"If Aamin Ambulance is closed, many Somalis will die," said 20-year-old Feisal Mohamed 

Rashid who was rescued from a city bombing last month. Mohamed Dayib, 32, credits the 

courage of Aamin workers with his brother's survival after a bombing last year. 

"It will be disaster if this service is no longer there," he said. "Who is going to rush to the 

scene of a blast if not Aamin Ambulance?" Adan has appealed for support and has won some 

already, but he needs more. 

"This service is very important, and because it exists so many lives have been saved," said 

Bashir Yusuf, a 42-year-old businessman. "The private sector is ready to assist," he said, "but 

in the long term there needs to be sustainable government funding because in this country, 

one thing you can be sure of, is a disaster can strike anytime." 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-6345925/Somalias-free-ambulance-service-

running-cash.html 
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WHO seeks to contain cholera outbreak in Somalia amid decline in cases  

November 2, 2018 - The World Health Organization 

(WHO) is stepping up measures to contain cholera 

outbreak in Somalia amid decline in the number of 

cases and deaths in the past month. The UN health 

agency, which cited figures from the Health Ministry of 

Somalia, said 32 new suspected cases of cholera, including one death were reported 

between Oct. 15-21. 

"Since week 28 (seven weeks), there has been a significant downward trend in the number 

of new suspected cholera cases reported from different treatment facilities," WHO said in 

its latest report released on Friday. 

"The cumulative total of cases is 6,498, including 43 associated deaths (case-fatality rate 0.6 

percent), since the beginning of the current outbreak in December 2017 along the Shabelle 

River," it added. Cholera is a gastrointestinal disease, usually spread by contaminated water 

and food, and can cause severe diarrhea that, in extreme cases, lead to fatal dehydration 

and kidney failure within hours. 

According to WHO, the outbreak has spread in the south and central regions and the 

effected districts include Jowhar, Kismayo, Bulobarde, Afgoye, Merka and Banadir. However, 

it said the trend of cases has been declining in the past seven weeks, noting that only 

Banader region has been reporting cases and deaths in the last three weeks. The UN health 

agency has called for robust investments in Somalia's fragile health care infrastructure as a 

means to accelerate the country's reconstruction after two and a half decades of civil strife. 

WHO, which has been training several health workers in Somalia to help cope with the 

diseases, has also urged greater investments in surveillance infrastructure to enhance timely 

response to disease outbreaks in Somalia. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/160948/who_seeks_to_contain_cholera_outbrea

k_in_somalia_amid_decline_in_cases.aspx  
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Soomal: Dispatches from a nomad: Revenge clan killings claim dozens in Sool 

region 

Nov. 03, 2018 

Revenge killings are a common feature amongst nomads everywhere in the world, including 

Somalia's myriad clans that often fuelling a complex web of the unstoppable circle of 

violence. In the past few weeks, such clan feud has left over 100 dead and more than 200 

others seriously wounded in the disputed Sool region in northern Somalia. The region, 

together with Sanaag and Aayn, are all claimed by Somaliland and Puntland states ,and in 

the recent past been an epicentre of deadly clan violence, including between Puntland and 

Somaliland States. The latest violence in the village of Dhumay in Sool region, which is 45km 

south of the regional capital Las Aanod, started in early September after a man was killed. 

The two men belonged to the feuding communities, which have clashed before — recently 

a year ago — under the same circumstances. 

The story is the same every time and is ignited by revenge. In Dhumay, the slain man's close 

relatives revenged, prompting a circle of revenge killings that ended up into a full-blown war 

between the Bahararsame and the Qayaad subsub clans of the Dulbahante, a subclan of the 

Darod. As hugely reported by local media, the war involved heavy weapons, including 

artillery fire, mortars and heavy machine guns, used by both sides. The fighting has defied 

all attempts to stop it from clan chiefs, clerics and even the Somalia government. The 

violence is the most trending news item on traditional media, digital and on social media, as 

well with a barrage of attacks in form of volleys of mostly hate speech comments from 

interested parties. 

COUSINS’ BATTLE 

Counter accusations by Puntland and Somaliland administrations of abating the violence has 

added another new twist into the battle and a hardline stance from the feuding sides.  The 

sad part is that the Dhumay violence is actually between cousins from the Dulbahante of the 

EUTM - SOMALIA 03/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 12



 

 

larger Darod clan, with divergent political affiliations for Puntland and Somaliland 

respectively.  

War is generally very expensive. In the Dhumay violence, the war is said to be financed by 

relatives in Diaspora and local businessmen. The Somaliland and Puntland are also accused 

of secretly supporting either side. No evidence is, however, available to prove this possible 

notion. However, what is known is that when your clan is involved in a battle, there is a 

harambee to buy food, fuel, weapons and ammunition for your cousins in the battlefield. 

This harambee in Somali is called 'qaaran', from the root word 'qaran', which literally means 

a State or nation. The state in this case here is the clan. This gives you a hint as to how 

important clans are regarded by Somalis. 

TIT FOR TAT 

What actually fuels revenge killings amongst nomads is the idea of being seen as weak. In 

the Somali context the revenge is often pre-meditated or planned. Relatives of a slain man 

or woman would actually sit and carefully choose their target from the other clan that they 

plan to revenge against.  This could also possibly be the cause of the renewed tribal clashes 

in Marsabit, Moyale, Mandera and Wajir counties pitting the Borana, the Burji, the Gare, the 

Gabra and the Rendiles on one side and the Somali clans on the other. These Kenyan tribes 

are predominantly nomads as well. 

 To break it down for you, if a man, for example from clan X, kills another from clan Y, close 

relatives of the slain clan Y man would arguably sit and plan to kill another man of the calibre 

or equal in status from clan Z. Talk of tit for tat. So, for example, if their dead brother was a 

businessman, they will target to a businessman from the other clan, who is closest to him by 

blood. And if he is a farmer, then the closest blood farmer from the other side, unfortunately 

becomes the target and vice versa.  Most of the killings in Somalia — which often go 

unresolved — are as a result of this crazy nomadic mentality, pushed purely by ego and the 

struggle for supremacy. In the nomadic life, only the strong survive and no group wants to 

be the losers. In the process, you get two sides well prepared to take the battle to the wire, 

with no sign of weariness. This explains why violence in Somalia or amongst nomads is never 

ending. Sadly, it is their way of life. 
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BIGGEST KILLER 

More than often — during such circles of violence —, many innocent people are caught up 

in the crossfire. Stray bullets and mortar rounds are the biggest killers in Somalia simply 

because those fighting are on the alert and often evade direct fire from their opponents 

because they fight from barricaded frontlines strengthened by sand or walls.  Bullets and 

mortars are blind and don't choose who to hit and so you find totally unaware persons far 

from the battle field or theatre of battle who unfortunately end up as victims or collateral 

damage as known in military language. 

 This leaves me wondering when will we, the Somalis or the general nomadic communities, 

realise that we cannot win against each other. It is time to stop this primitive behaviour of 

revenge killings, which actually ends up claiming more souls than the one single soul we so 

desperately fight for.  The following message is for the cousins fighting in Dhumay, Sool 

region, and all those supporting or simply watching as the brothers senselessly decimate 

each other. They should remember the famous Somali saying: "Dagal wiil kuma dhasho, wiil 

ba ku dhinta". “War does not give you a son, it takes a son away”.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

That Somalis are composed of 4.5 major clans and minorities grouped together to form half 

a clan. The four major clans are Hawiye, Dir, Darod and Rahanweyn or Digil and Mirifle. 

Minorities include the Bantu or the Jareerweyne, the Banaadiri, the Bajuni, the Madibaan, 

the Tumaal, the Yibir and many other smaller communities. That the clan acts like an 

insurance system. It is expected that closest relatives or clan members ought to defend and 

support each other. You are required to chip into a clan harambee or qaaran whenever a 

calamity befalls them. Calamities could be natural as in droughts or man made like in war. 

Each clan acts like a state and has a council of elders, who manage its internal affairs and 

represent them during negotiations with other clans. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/11/03/soomal-dispatches-from-a-nomad-revenge-

clan-killings-claim-dozens-in_c1844528 
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Africa: Is the African Standby Force Any Closer to Being Deployed? 

2 November 2018 

The African Union (AU)-directed African Standby 

Force (ASF) has not been deployed since its 

establishment in 2003. This is despite the AU's 

extensive experience with peace support 

operations in countries like Burundi, Sudan, Somalia, Mali and the Central African Republic 

(CAR). However the AU is continuing its efforts to see the force deployed in crisis situations, 

and some progress has been seen recently in getting the ASF ready. The inauguration of the 

first ASF continental logistics base in Douala, Cameroon, on 5 January 2018 was a positive 

step. The base is set to boost the AU's capacity to provide logistical support to peace support 

operations. 

In 2016, the AU special technical committee on defence, safety and security had declared 

the ASF fully operational following the AMANI Africa II field training exercise in South Africa. 

The AU has carried out command-post training and exercises to boost the military, police 

and civilian components of the multi-dimensional ASF. AU heads of state and the Peace and 

Security Council (PSC) in 2017 mandated a team to verify the ASF regional standby forces' 

operational readiness, identify gaps and challenges and provide recommendations. The 

assessment showed that although significant progress had been made by West, Southern 

and East Africa in establishing their regional standby forces, the Central and North Africa 

regions were still lagging behind. 

Central and North Africa are still lagging behind in establishing their regional standby forces. 

Aspects of the original concept for the ASF, which dates back 15 years, are also outdated in 

view of lessons learnt from AU missions and growing security threats like terrorism, 

transnational crimes and humanitarian crises. 
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In October 2018, several workshops took place as part of AU efforts to enhance the 

conceptual and legal foundation of the ASF. A broader AU doctrine on peace support 

operations was discussed, which would include strategic guidance on a number of tools used 

by the AU. These important technical matters must be resolved, but the question of whether 

the ASF is deployed or not depends on political will and actual crises happening in Africa.  

New thinking is needed about the contexts in which ASF interventions would be required. 

Current security realities require African peacekeepers to increasingly deal with violent 

extremism, transnational organised crime and piracy. They are also called on during 

humanitarian disasters, such as the Ebola outbreak in 2014, and the massive displacement 

of refugees and migrants. Most of these threats defy national and regional boundaries and 

require greater synergies between the various ASF regional standby forces and member 

states. The AU, unlike the UN, is increasingly willing to engage in peace enforcement 

missions 

Asymmetric threats like violent extremism have led to the establishment of ad hoc regional 

mechanisms such as the G5 Sahel Joint Force fighting terrorism in the Sahel and the 

Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) against Boko Haram in the Lake Chad area. These 

arrangements help bridge regional divisions, with some G5 Sahel members and the MNJTF 

belonging to the Economic Community of West African States and others part of the 

Economic Community of Central African States. 

However the AU must further develop ad hoc regional security arrangements as a tool to 

tackle specific conflict situations. Both the G5 Sahel and MNJTF were authorised by the 

United Nations Security Council and the AU Peace and Security Council, and more 

understanding is needed to streamline the day-to-day command and control, reporting and 

accountability aspects of these arrangements. Beyond regional configurations, policymakers 

are considering harmonising the flexible elements of the African Capacity for Immediate 

Response to Crises (ACIRC) within the ASF. ACIRC was created in 2013 following lessons 

learnt from Africa's lack of rapid deployment capacity to crises such as in the case of Mali. 

Like the ASF, it too has never been deployed. 

African peacekeepers have to deal with violent extremism, transnational organised crime 

and piracy ACIRC was initially conceptualised as a voluntary framework for rapid 
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intervention in crises across the continent, pending the ASF becoming operational. ACIRC's 

flexible nature stems from the fact that its 14 voluntary members could be sent anywhere 

in Africa without being constrained by geographical location, as is the case with the ASF's 

five regional brigades. Considering that ACIRC is itself a political issue surrounded by 

controversy, friction could arise as it is being harmonised with the ASF. Nevertheless a 

flexible approach for the ASF would mitigate the uneven capacities of the regional standby 

forces. It would enable the AU to summon forces from member states that are willing and 

able to deploy rapidly in conflict situations. 

Over recent decades it has become clear that the AU is increasingly willing to engage in 

peace enforcement missions, unlike the UN which deploys only after peace deals have been 

reached. The AU Mission in Somalia is an example of this more offensive approach. An AU 

peace support operation doctrine would thus include deployment to enforce peace and 

stabilise crisis areas so that the UN could take over. The October meetings also dealt with 

the legal framework that regulates the relationship between the AU and Regional Economic 

Communities (RECs) on ASF-related matters. A memorandum of understanding will be 

signed by next year that clarifies the role of the AU and RECs in mandating an ASF, as well as 

the command and control of the regional forces. One benefit will be a reduction in tensions 

between the AU and RECs on how to use the ASF. 

All these developments will be considered as the AU peace support operations doctrine is 

being developed. But without political commitment by African states and regional bodies, 

the development of policies, doctrine and concepts will remain a paper exercise. Despite the 

AU Commission's many efforts at the technical level, decisions about whether or not the ASF 

is eventually deployed are made elsewhere. The political will of African states and their 

regional organisations is key to committing resources, ensuring functional regional 

headquarters, and deciding whether or not standby forces are deployed to crisis situations. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201811020634.html 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 03/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 17

https://allafrica.com/stories/201811020634.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/201811020634.html


 

 

 

Ethiopia grants scholarships to Somaliland citizens 

November 2, 2018 

The Ethiopian government has granted 

scholarships for 306 Somaliland students in 

different level of studies. The scholarship is granted 

to 200 undergraduate students, 100 postgraduate 

and 6 PhD students. It was noted that 60 of the 

students are females. Somaliland’s Ambassador to Ethiopia, Ahmed Hassan Egal, during a 

welcoming ceremony to the students said that the opportunity that Ethiopia granted to 

Somaliland students scales up bilateral relations via culture and education and eventually 

boosts ties of the two brotherly countries at large. He added that Somaliland is dedicated 

and committed to promote the friendship and cooperation between the two countries in 

education and public diplomacy sectors. 

“The government of Republic of Somaliland and its people remain grateful to Ethiopia for 

granting the scholarship”, he noted. One of the students assigned to attend his second 

degree in Addis Ababa university , Mahdi Ismael, on his part said that he is thankful for the 

opportunity that the Ethiopian government has managed to create to him and showed 

readiness to implement his knowledge in peace and security issues among the two countries 

and the continent as a whole. During the occasion, deputy ambassador of Somaliland to 

Ethiopia, Deputy Minister of Education, Minister of Petrol and Energy and some other guests 

have briefed and delivered orientation to the students. 

The students are admitted in Addis Ababa, Hawassa, Gondar, Mekelle, Wello, Ambo, 

Wolkite, Dire Dawa, Jigjiga, Haromaya, Bahir Dar and Arbaminch universities for their 

studies. The relationship between Somaliland and Ethiopia in areas of security, economic, 

trade engagement and educational cooperation is strong and growing, Walta learnt. 

http://somalilandstandard.com/ethiopia-grants-scholarships-to-somaliland-citizens/ 

 

EUTM - SOMALIA 03/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 18

http://somalilandstandard.com/ethiopia-grants-scholarships-to-somaliland-citizens/
http://somalilandstandard.com/ethiopia-grants-scholarships-to-somaliland-citizens/
http://somalilandstandard.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Ahmed-Eagal.jpg
http://somalilandstandard.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Ahmed-Eagal.jpg



