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US carried out airstrike in Somalia, kills at least 4 Al-Shabab fighters 

November 4, 2018  

In coordination with the Federal Government 

of Somalia, U.S. forces conducted a collective 

self-defense airstrike targeting al-Shabaab 

militants in the vicinity of Araara, Somalia, on 

November 3, 2018. 

We currently assess this airstrike killed four (4) militants. 

We currently assess no civilians were injured or killed in this airstrike. 

The airstrike was conducted after armed militants were maneuvering to attack partner 

forces during a patrol.  No U.S. service members were present on the ground during this 

Somali-led operation. 

U.S. forces will continue to use all authorized and appropriate measures to protect U.S. 

citizens and to disable terrorist threats. This includes partnering with AMISOM and Somali 

National Security Forces (SNSF) in combined counterterrorism operations and targeting 

terrorists, their training camps, and their safe havens throughout Somalia and the region 

http://radioshabelle.com/us-carried-out-airstrike-in-somalia-kills-at-least-4-al-shabab-

fighters/ 
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One dead in IED blast on military convoy near Mogadishu 

November 3, 2018  

More details are emerging from an explosion 

targeted Somali government forces in the vicinity 

of KM-14 area on the outskirts of Mogadishu on 

Saturday. 

The blast which resulted from an improvised 

explosive device [IED] planted on the main highway linking Mogadishu to Afgoye district in 

Lower Shabelle region. 

A witness said the bomb ripped through a military vehicle carrying soldiers from the region 

and heading to the capital. 

After the blast, the soldiers opened fire randomly at a nearby crowd, killing a passer-by 

civilian. 

There was no claim of responsibility for the attack, but, such incidents on the streets were 

previously carried out by Al-Shabaab. 

http://radioshabelle.com/one-dead-in-ied-blast-on-military-convoy-near-mogadishu/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 05/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 3

http://radioshabelle.com/one-dead-in-ied-blast-on-military-convoy-near-mogadishu/
http://radioshabelle.com/one-dead-in-ied-blast-on-military-convoy-near-mogadishu/
http://radioshabelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Qarax-696x392-1.jpg
http://radioshabelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Qarax-696x392-1.jpg


 

 

 

Landmine wounds at least one police officer in central Somalia 

November 4, 2018  

A Somali Police officer was confirmed wounded on 

Sunday morning in an explosion outside a cafe in 

Bulo-Burde town in central Somalia. 

The district commissioner, Abdi Dahir has 

confirmed the explosion to Radio Shabelle, saying 

it was a minor incident that did not leave anyone dead. 

Residents alleged that a loud explosion was heard. 

No group has yet claimed responsibility for the attack which comes amid ongoing military 

operation in the country to flash out Al Shabaab from remaining strongholds. 

http://radioshabelle.com/landmine-wounds-at-least-one-police-officer-in-central-somalia/ 
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AMISOM develops document to guide transition and exit plan. 

Nairobi, 4 November 2018 - 

 The African Union Mission in Somalia(AMISOM) has developed a document that 

will provide an effective framework for the gradual transition of security responsibilities 

to Somalia’s security institutions. The Concept of Operations (CONOPs), which will guide 

AMISOM’s activities and operations for the 2018-2021 period, marks the final phase of 

the AU Mission’s transition and eventual exit from Somalia. 

 The action-oriented document, once approved by the African Union andsenior defence 

officials of troops-contributing countries, will mark yet another milestone in the Mission’s 

quest for a peaceful and democratic Somalia. Speaking at the closing of the five-day meeting 

held in the Kenyan capital,Nairobi, the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the 

African UnionCommission (SRCC) for Somalia, Francisco Madeira, hailed the documentand 

expressed optimism that it will deliver. 

“We want to produce a document that is workable, a document that is in a position capable 

of producing the expected results and we are very much optimistic that we will do it,” said 

the SRCC who is also the head of mission. The Concept of Operations (CONOPS) 2018 

workshop looked at the Mission’s Somalia transition plan vis-à-vis the political and 

security situation in thecountry, emerging from decades of civil strife. Participants at the 

workshop included the Mission’s staff, officials of the Federal Government of Somalia, 

and representatives of African Union basedat the Addis Ababa Headquarters in Ethiopia. 

The document is AMISOM’s intent regarding plans and aspirations that will culminate in the 

scheduled 2021 one-man-one vote elections andconsequently the transfer, gradually, of the 

security responsibilities from theMission to Somali security forces. 

“This is a very important undertaking and endeavour because it marks a crucial step in a very 

crucial moment we find ourselves in our efforts in Somalia,” Amb Madeira observed, noting 
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that the document is a product of“hard-work and open and frank discussions”.  The 

workshop, the SRCC noted, looked into the issue of the Mission’s military component and 

analyzed the way it is working towards delivering a “safe” Somalia to its people. Resolving 

the problem in Somalia, the SRCC noted, requires more than justthe military approach and 

AMISOM is towing that line. 

“Security is not just a matter of shooting Al-Shabaab but it is also a matterof extending our 

hands to those elements of Al-Shabaab who for whateverreason had slid into violence and 

extremism and now are willing to abandon that path,” the SRCC explained. 

 The SRCC exhorted the Mission’s partners, troop and police contributing countries and all 

Somalis to “put our hands together” to ensure that peace and security is returned in the 

country.Ambassador Madeira thanked Kenya for hosting the meeting.In his speech the 

representative of the Government of Kenya at the meeting,Maj Gen Adan Mulata, told the 

participants that an all-inclusive engagementwas key to the Somalia peace effort. This, he 

noted, requires the stakeholders to understand the dynamics facing Somalia and the change 

thecountry deserves.Gen Mulata, who is the Assistant Chief of Defense Forces in charge 

ofOperations, Doctrine and Training, noted that the document produced at theworkshop is 

intended to place Somalia on a path of recovery. Once adapted, the CONOPs 2018 

“will guide the collective actions of the international community to augment activities of the 

Federal Government of Somalia towards the achievement of (the country’s) transitional 

plan.” Gen. Mulata reiterated Kenya’s commitment to supporting the African Union and 

AMISOM towards achieving lasting peace and stability in Somalia. “Weshouldn’t think twice, 

we shouldn’t blink” in helping Somalia, he added. As regards the proposed military 

drawdown, the Kenya military chief saidthat whereas the exit was inevitable, stakeholders 

should be cautious,taking into consideration the conditions on the ground. The country has 

tobe left in the hands of people capable of pursuing peace and recovery, henoted. “Let us 

talk about meaningful change in Somalia not blame-games andfault-finding,” Maj Gen 

Mulata said and added that there has to be commonobjective, collective effort and clarity 

in order to rebuild Somalia. 

https://www.scribd.com/document/392340334/AMISOM-Develops-Document-to-Guide-

Transition-and-Exit-Plan  
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Breaking: Heavy fighting resumes near Somaliland-Puntland border town  

November 4, 2018 – Troops from the breakaway 

northern Somalia territory of Somaliland and its 

neighboring Puntland state on Sunday fought their 

first serious battles in months in a flashpoint town 

near their borders, officials and residents said. 

Military officials in Puntland claimed that Somali troops had tried to advance using 

battlewagons and foot soldiers beyond their current defense zones in Tukaraq, the scene of 

several battles in recent months in defiance of the fragile ceasefire between the two sides, 

sparking heavy clashes that residents said involved mortar shelling and intense gun battles 

that lasted for hours. There was no immediate word on casualties. However, officials said 

that the latest fighting, in which both sides used both heavy and light weapons, went far 

beyond the regular low-level skirmishing which has regularly overshadowed claims by 

officials from both sides that a negotiating period aimed at ending hostilities was in place. 

According to residents in the rural mountainous border town, the clashes that began late on 

the afternoon ended almost three hours later without any negotiated truce. Meanwhile, 

fears are being raised by residents in the border areas that fighting could resume at any 

given moment, given the fact that the two sides started receiving military reinforcements 

after the latest clashes. 

The clashes come despite appeals from Somali leaders and the international community that 

called for an immediate ceasefire between the two warring two neighboring states that have 

long fought over control of disputed regions since 2002. Tension had started to escalate in 

the border areas after Somaliland troops seized control of Tukaraq, a strategic town earlier 

this year followed by subsequent incursions by Puntland troops. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/160981/breaking_heavy_fighting_resumes_n

ear_somaliland_puntland_border_town.aspx 
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Senate warns against interference in S. West state polls 

The state presidential elections are scheduled for November 17 

November 4, 2018 

The Senate has warned against any 

interference in the upcoming state 

presidential elections in South West. In 

a statement Sunday, the Senate 

Standing Committee said all political 

actors must stop any actions which 

might interfere with the state elections 

starting with South West slated for 

November 17. 

The Committee also called on the presidential candidates to abide by the state and the 

federal constitutions while calling on all Somalis and the people of South West in particular 

to provide ample space and support for free and fair elections. Federal Member States are 

entitled to elect their leaders in a free and fair process, the statement released Sunday 

afternoon notes. The statement follows a similar call by UN envoy to Somalia Nicholas 

Haysom during a visit to Baidoa last week. Haysom said credible elections were critical for 

the stability of the south western state and the country at large. 

“We think it’s very important that the elections be held in a credible and acceptable manner 

in accordance with the rules that they’ve established so that the result is accepted – if the 

result is not accepted and there is conflict as a result there’ll be a problem, not only for the 

region but for the country,” said Haysom 

http://goobjoog.com/english/senate-warns-against-interference-in-s-west-state-polls/ 
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Somali Towns Get Health Care After 30 Years of War  

November 04, 2018 

IOM delivers emergency and essential health 

services to Bulla Gaduud and Gobweyn, areas 

recently liberated by the government in Lower 

Juba region of south-eastern Somalia.  The UN 

Migration Agency has begun providing life-saving 

health care to two Somali towns previously inaccessible because of war and conflict. 

Tens of thousands of people in the towns of Gobweyn and Bulla Gaduud have been deprived 

of life-saving health care for nearly three decades. These areas have been too dangerous for 

aid workers to reach because of the never-ending cycles of war and conflict in the area. In 

recent months, International Organization for Migration spokesman, Joel Millman says 

government forces have succeeded in subduing the armed groups that have made life a 

misery for local inhabitants. This, he says has opened up these areas to outside help. 

“For the past 27 years, war and conflict have made healthcare access difficult or impossible 

in many parts of the country. Now these communities have access to vaccinations, malaria 

treatment, antenatal care for pregnant mothers, malnutrition screenings and referrals, 

among other essential services," Millman said. Millman says aid agencies who finally were 

able to reach these towns were dismayed by the prevailing conditions. He says they found 

high levels of malnutrition and extremely poor immunization coverage. Because the towns 

had no humanitarian services, he says many people had abandoned their villages. He says 

they were living in overcrowded settlements in far-away urban centers where medical care 

was available. He says it is likely many of these displaced people will decide to return to their 

communities now that the life-saving aid they need can be had closer to home 

https://www.voanews.com/a/somali-towns-get-health-care-after-30-years-of-war-

/4643875.html 
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NISA suspends contract signed by former Somali security minister 

November 4, 2018  

Somali National Intelligence and Security Agency 

said it has suspended a multimillion contract signed 

by former Internal Security Minister, Abdirisack 

Omar Mohamed. According to the official twitter 

post by the security agency published on Saturday 

evening, the contract was awarded by former 

minister Abdirizack Mohamed in the unclear 

bidding process. The agency said it submitted the 

case to auditor general’s office and other relevant agencies for more investigation. 

” Today on November 3rd, NISA halted and reported to the auditor general’s office multi-

million contract awarded by former minister years ago,” NISA said in its tweet. 

In response, former minister Abdirizack Mohamed who is currently member of the Somali 

parliament has distanced himself from what he termed as unfortunate cheap social media 

to install fear. 

” It is very unfortunate to see NISA interested in someone who handed over the office 

transparently two years ago to his predecessor,” Abdirizack replied via his tweeter account. 

He added ” The actions of NISA resemble that of the dictatorial NSS reign,” 

According to sources, the multi-million contract in question was meant to supply food 

rations to the members of the fearful security agency.  NISA has not disclosed the names of 

the companies that received the contract by the former minister. 

http://radioshabelle.com/nisa-suspends-contract-signed-by-former-somali-security-minister/ 
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S. West poll candidates to submit nomination papers from today 

November 4, 2018 

Candidates contesting in the upcoming 

presidential election in Southwest state will 

from today  submit their nomination papers 

ahead of the poll scheduled for 17th 

November. 

The presidential election committee today 

officially indicated in the next five days as submission days of papers for candidates intending 

to participate in the election. 

The committee had also announced Friday that male candidates must deposit $20,000 to 

the polls body while their female counterparts will be required to pay $10,000. 

More than ten candidates are contesting including former Al-Shabaab number two Mukhtar 

Robow and the outgoing president Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden 

The committee also ordered that candidates must be from South West state, must not be 

married to a foreigner, must be a practising Muslim and should not be less than 40 years old. 

The candidate must be of sound mind, not convicted by a court before and have knowledge 

and experience required of a state president. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/s-w-state-election-committee-announces-presidential-

candidates-to-submit-papers-ahead-of-nov-17-poll/ 
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UN envoy visits Hargeisa first since his arrival in Somalia 

November 4, 2018  

The United Nations special envoy for Somalia, 

Nicholas Haysom has arrived in Hargeisa, the 

capital city of the country’s northern self-declared 

republic Somaliland on Sunday. 

Upon arrival, Haysom held a meeting with 

Somaliland president, Muse Bihi Abdi and 

discussed a range of issues, including the tension in Tukaraq, regional security, development 

and talks with Mogadishu. 

The two sides also talked about the dispute between Somaliland and Puntland over several 

regions in northern Somalia, mainly Tukaraq, a small town located less than 100Km west of 

Garowe city. 

Tukaraq fell to Somaliland last January after the invasion and became a flashpoint area as 

the two rival states messed up troops to the conflict zones and engaged in deadly battles in 

the past few months. 

The UN envoy has visited Jubbaland and Southwest regional states last week as part of his 

efforts to defuse the political tension between the central government and its Federal 

member states. 

http://radioshabelle.com/un-envoy-visits-hargeisa-first-since-his-arrival-in-somalia/ 
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Troops briefly seize Puntland’s major airport in pay protest  

Sunday November 4, 2018 

Heavily armed soldiers have seized the 

largest airport in the semiautonomous 

state of Puntland, northern Somalia for 

hours in protest at the government’s 

failure to pay them their salaries and 

bonuses for months 

The seizure of Gen. Mohamed Abshir 

airport on Saturday and fronted by mid-rank and senior paramilitary officers including 

generals added pressure to political campaigns by the incumbent president Abdiweli 

Mohamed Ali who is positioning himself for a potential run in the forthcoming presidential 

election which is expected to draw over ten candidates running for the region’s top seat. 

According to military sources who spoke to Hiiraan Online, the brazen raid was staged by 

the troops who have abandoned their army positions in Tukaraq, a flashpoint town in the 

region’s north which has been deadly fighting between troops from Puntland its neighboring 

breakaway territory of Somaliland in recent months in protest against months of missing 

payments.  

According to officials, the airport’s seizure occurred as planes were landing and others were 

preparing to take off has briefly disrupted the airport’s operations for hours and forced some 

flights to be diverted elsewhere. 

The airport had only reopened late in the afternoon following negotiations by officials who 

convinced soldiers to abandon positions they have taken at the airport. 
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Protests by soldiers complaining over pay became common in the region in recent months. 

Hundreds of soldiers have blocked a highway leading to Puntland’s state house last month, 

demanding months of unpaid salaries. 

Critics accused the president of diverting months of payments meant for the army to fund 

election campaigns, adding layers to potential security challenges in the region which is 

fighting two armed insurgent groups linked to both Al-Shabab and IS. 

In meantime, as elections campaigns entered the final stages, the Puntland state which has 

earlier imposed ban on political gatherings has warned presidential candidates against 

maintaining heavy weapons, citing security concerns and traffic congestion it blamed on the 

candidates’ ‘large’ security details’, according to Abdi Ali, the information minister. 

The measures which analysts warned could fester tensions between the state and 

candidates trying to unseat the incumbent president Abdiweli Mohamed Ali in the 

forthcoming election are seen as a veiled attempt by the outgoing regional leader to derail 

the electoral process through pressure in order to extend his term. 

Just few months before the election, all leading political parties are holding public rallies and 

corner meetings across the region as their flagbearers and candidates have criss-crossed 

across respective constituencies, wooing locals with promises of economic development and 

prosperity for Puntland which is expected to hold the election which is expected to be a 

highly contested one. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/160973/troops_briefly_seize_puntland_s_major_

airport_in_pay_protest.aspx 
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Somaliland Deputy FM Receives Turkish Director General of Bilateral Political 

Affairs of Africa, Asia Pacific and East Ocean 

November 3, 2018 

Hordiplomat-Vice Minister of Somaliland Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation Mr Liiban Yusuf Osman has received 

in his office a high-level delegation from Turkey 

led by Director General of Bilateral Political Affairs 

of Africa, Asia Pacific and East Ocean Mr Ahmed 

Razim. 

In their meeting, a wide range of issues was 

discussed including; Turkey’s development and infrastructure projects, strengthening 

cooperation and enhancing bilateral ties to serve the mutual interest of both nations. 

Mr Liibaan thanked for their visit and reiterated his commitment to fortify and bolster 

bilateral relations with Turkey. 

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/11/03/somaliland-deputy-fm-receives-turkish-

director-general-of-bilateral-political-affairs-of-africa-asia-pacific-and-east-ocean/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 05/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 15

http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/11/03/somaliland-deputy-fm-receives-turkish-director-general-of-bilateral-political-affairs-of-africa-asia-pacific-and-east-ocean/
http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/11/03/somaliland-deputy-fm-receives-turkish-director-general-of-bilateral-political-affairs-of-africa-asia-pacific-and-east-ocean/
http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/11/03/somaliland-deputy-fm-receives-turkish-director-general-of-bilateral-political-affairs-of-africa-asia-pacific-and-east-ocean/
http://www.horndiplomat.com/2018/11/03/somaliland-deputy-fm-receives-turkish-director-general-of-bilateral-political-affairs-of-africa-asia-pacific-and-east-ocean/
http://www.horndiplomat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/45333422_2140880229509657_5155368306177212416_n.jpg
http://www.horndiplomat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/45333422_2140880229509657_5155368306177212416_n.jpg


 

 

 

Hope for orphans in Togdher as new school rolls out bursary scheme  

Sunday November 4, 2018 

A new model school run by a Turkish aid agency is 

giving hope to poor families in Togdher region in 

northern Somalia, thanks to mobilisation by alumni of 

Turkish universities in the country. Buhodle Education 

Centre, which opened in September, is offering free 

education to 400 students drawn from poor families in Buhodle town. Over 80 per cent of 

these students are orphans. The school, built at a cost of $400,000 over one year, was 

established by the Deniz Feneri Association, a Turkey-based aid agency. 

With a capacity of 700 students, the school boasts 20 fully furnished classrooms, staffroom, 

and dormitories and is expected to contribute to increasing school enrolment rates in the 

country. 

According to the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), about 4.4 

million children are out of school in Somalia. This is one of the world’s lowest enrolment 

rates for school-aged children. 

Mohamud Ali Hassan, the founder of the school and an alumnus of a Turkish university, told 

Radio Ergo the school aims to channel up to 80 per cent of its support to orphans to ensure 

students from less endowed families have access to education. According to Mr. Ali, the 

school will use the new Somali curriculum released by the Federal Government in July. 

Students will also have the advantage of learning the Turkish language, which will be taught 

in the school. 

“The construction of the facility has been ongoing for one year,” said Ali. “We inaugurated 

it in September. The school has two departments; boarding school and day school. Our focus 

is to help poor families in the area.” Somalia adopted a unified and standardized curriculum 
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for primary and secondary schools this July after over two decades of mixed systems 

adopted from about 10 countries in the region and beyond. 

The new 4-4-4 system puts the number of subjects in primary school at seven, in addition to 

Information Community Technology (ICT). Buhodle Education Centre has ready enrolled 400 

fully sponsored poor students with 81 per cent being orphans from the area. Ali said the 

school employs 24 teachers whose salaries are paid by Deniz Feneri Agency. The school 

comprises secondary and primary but the only primary is in operation so far. Amina 

Mohamed Farah, a widow, has three of her children enrolled in Buhodle Education Centre. 

“Initially, I did not take my children to school because I was unable to pay the school fees 

but now my children are enrolled in this school,” Amina, who sells tea, told Radio Ergo. 

Fatuma Jam’a Hassan said her children have just resumed learning after Deniz Feneri 

Association took the responsibility to cover their fees. 

“Due to circumstance and challenges I was facing, my children became drop-outs, because I 

was unable to pay their fees,” she said. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/160969/hope_for_orphans_in_togdher_as_new_s

chool_rolls_out_bursary_scheme.aspx 
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Competition for the Horn of Africa 

Horn of Africa bordering Gulf of Aden and overlooking southern entrances to Red Sea has 

become arena of heightened international competition in recent years, potentially 

threatening Arab and Egyptian interests  

4 Nov 2018 

 

The Horn of Africa is an extremely important strategic region in terms of the world’s 

geopolitical divisions. In both ancient and modern history, the region has long been crucial 

to maritime communications and transport. 

It also possesses numerous factors that attract powers from outside the region, such as its 

natural resources and the interplay between its political and cultural contradictions, as is the 

case with all the world’s strategic regions. The Horn of Africa is much larger and more 

influential geopolitically than it is geographically. Geographically, it is made up of only 

Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti. Geopolitically, it also includes many countries and 

political forces whose patterns of influence make the Horn of Africa a vast territory that 

stretches beyond the easternmost projection of Africa to an area which protrudes into the 

Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean and overlooks the southern gateways to the Red Sea up 

to the borders of Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and Somalia as well as Yemen in the Arabian 
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Peninsula. The Horn of Africa derives a significant amount of its strategic value from its close 

connections to the Red Sea, which as a crucial link between East and West is one of the most 

important maritime routes in the world. This value naturally increased with the discovery of 

oil in the Gulf, Iran and the Arabian Peninsula, and with the use of the Red Sea to transport 

this to the West. The Red Sea and the Horn of Africa have thus naturally become an arena 

for international conflict because they are key to controlling petroleum shipping routes as 

well as the movement of naval fleets between the Mediterranean, the Black Sea and the 

Atlantic and the Indian Ocean and the Pacific. 

The region has experienced developments of great international importance, especially 

relating to the repercussions of the UN intervention in Somalia and the right claimed by the 

international community to intervene for humanitarian purposes. The UN has begun to play 

a new role in various crises in the region, indirectly contributing to the secession of South 

Sudan from the rest of Sudan and the secession of Eritrea from Ethiopia. The pace and 

intensity with which many countries have moved forces, established bases, and deployed 

fleets in the region have made their stated tasks pale in comparison to their purposes in 

establishing their presence. Numerous governments have troops based in Djibouti to fight 

terrorism in East Africa. NATO forces have arrived with a mandate to protect humanitarian 

aid in Somalia. The largest force in the external military history of the European Union has 

set up a base in the region in order to fight piracy. 

In the midst of this intense international military presence one does not find only the major 

powers, however, since regional forces have also begun to assert themselves forcefully in 

the region since the Arab Spring revolutions, among them Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Turkey and 

Iran. Saudi Arabia, for example, has obtained the right to use a military base in Djibouti to 

support its military operations in Yemen. The military agreement between the two 

countries, signed in December 2017, provides for a joint committee to meet every few 

months to study developments, military cooperation, and ways to strengthen Djibouti’s 

army. The UAE has built a base in the Eritrean port of Assab also for use in the war in Yemen. 

In addition, the Emiratis, via the DB World Company, have signed a 30-year concession with 

the government of Somaliland for the port of Berbera, again to support operations in Yemen. 

The Emiratis have pledged $440 million to develop this port located in the west of the 

country overlooking the Gulf of Aden. 
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They have also signed another 30-year agreement to develop the port of Bosaso in Puntland 

in Somalia at the cost of $336 million to expand and modernise the port. Sudan has invited 

non-Arab regional powers to its coasts on the Red Sea, signing a strategic alliance with 

Turkey and leasing the port of Suakin for 99 years. Prior to that, Sudan also invited Iran to 

establish a military presence on the Red Sea. Saudi Arabia and the UAE brokered the 

Ethiopia-Eritrea Reconciliation Agreement that was signed in Jeddah in mid-September, 

highlighting the influence of Riyadh and Abu Dhabi in the framework of the new peace 

strategy for the Horn of Africa. The agreement was hailed as a success in the light of the 

complicated relationship between Ethiopia and Eritrea, which had fought each other both 

directly and by proxy in Somalia and which had hosted opposition factions from the other 

side. As a result of the agreement, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed accepted the terms 

of the Algiers Agreement delimiting the borders of the two countries and recognising 

Eritrea’s right to the area of Badme. 

Finally, Saudi Arabia and the UAE also brokered the Somali-Eritrea Reconciliation 

Agreement, during which Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed Farmaajo visited 

Eritrea in July. Previously, Eritrea had used Somalia to stage operations against Ethiopia and 

taken advantage of the prevalent anarchy in Somalia for its own ends.  

The Strategic Environment 

Developments in the Horn of Africa over the past four decades have been closely connected 

to developments in the larger world order.  Beginning in the 1960s, the region became highly 

polarised as a result of Cold War rivalry between the US and the former Soviet Union. Both 

sides exploited disputes between the countries of the Horn of Africa and especially between 

Somalia and Ethiopia. These centred around border problems inherited from the colonial 

era, and they flared into fierce armed conflicts in 1964 and 1977. The superpowers’ 

utilisation of these disputes internationalised the conflict in the Horn of Africa and rendered 

it contingent upon fluctuations in the global conflict between the two superpowers. The 

conflicts have been extremely complex because of their multi-dimensional nature. This has 

been evidenced clearly in border conflicts that condense fierce disputes between rival ethnic 

groups, such as in Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti, cultural, religious and economic factors, and 

the effects of wars of independence, civil wars and military coups. Most conflicts in the Horn 

of Africa can be attributed to two main sources: the legacies of colonialism and crises of 
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national cohesion. The artificial borders imposed by the former colonial powers on the 

region were detrimental to Somalia in particular, which was split into five parts, the north 

being occupied by the British, the south by the Italians, Djibouti by the French (as French 

Somalia), western Somalia by Ethiopia, and eastern Kenya which the British annexed to 

Kenya before the latter’s independence. 

Since independence, Somalia has reiterated its desire to reunify these five regions, which it 

calls “Greater Somalia”. However, it has been unable to take steps towards this end. To the 

north, the pro-Ethiopian bias of the European colonial powers made it possible for the 

former Haile Selassie regime to annex Eritrea in the framework of a federal system in 1952 

and then to incorporate it into the Ethiopian Empire in 1962. The purpose was to give 

Ethiopia a maritime outlet onto the Red Sea, but it ignored the natural rights of the Eritrean 

people and ignited a brutal war that lasted 30 years and only ended when Eritrea won its 

independence. Crises of national cohesion have been main causes of internal conflict in the 

countries of the Horn of Africa, most of which are a compilation of national, ethnic and tribal 

groupings with incompatible primary allegiances. As a result, a tribalist spirit has continued 

to prevail over notions of common citizenship, and this has been aided by national 

assimilation programmes in which the ruling regime, inevitably in the hands of one or other 

national or ethnic group, excluded other national and ethnic groups from power and political 

participation. 

Government investment, expenditure and state resources were typically channelled 

towards meeting the needs of the dominant national or ethnic group. This was particularly 

evident in Ethiopia under first imperial and then Marxist rule, when the ruling Amhara elites 

mistreated other national groups. Somalia, which is ethnically, religiously and linguistically 

homogeneous, was also not spared such crises. Government policies under former president 

Siad Barre were governed by a tribalist spirit, since Barre gave control of all the major 

political centres in the country to members of his own Darod-Marehan tribe and then 

narrowed the scope of political participation to members of his own family who controlled 

key government and military posts. The resultant sense of discrimination felt by the other 

tribal/clan groupings in the country led to insurrections against the regime that escalated 

into tumultuous waves of civil war that sometimes threatened the very existence of the 

state. The weak military capacities of the Horn of Africa countries have been one of the 
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repercussions of the bloody domestic conflicts in these countries, as have the decline in 

conflicts between these countries due to their weak standing armies. The economic 

deterioration that now grips the countries of the Horn of Africa has also hampered the 

allocation of sufficient resources to the military. 

International Competition 

Long attracted to the Horn of Africa for its geopolitical advantages, the major powers during 

the colonialist era raced to acquire maritime stations along the coasts of the Red Sea and 

the Gulf of Aden in order to safeguard their shipping routes between East and West. Some 

of these powers established bases along these coasts, as did Britain when it occupied Egypt, 

Sudan, Aden, Socotra and northern Somalia, France when it occupied Djibouti, and Italy 

when it occupied Assab (in Eritrea) and southern Somalia. During the Cold War, the region 

experienced another form of competition for influence and control. The former Soviet Union 

sought to establish its presence in the Middle East and the Horn of Africa to accomplish 

political, economic, military and ideological ends. It succeeded in asserting its control over 

the whole of the Horn of Africa from 1977 to 1986, exploiting outbreaks of armed conflict, 

such as the Ethiopian-Somali War during which it established military bases on the Eritrean 

islands, and gaining control over the southern Red Sea and the Bab Al-Mandeb Strait. It also 

sustained a heavy presence in the Gulf of Aden, the Berbera port in Somalia, and South 

Yemen. It only withdrew from these areas as part of the policies that former Soviet leader 

Mikhail Gorbachev introduced to cut back on military and government expenditures. After 

the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the US took control of world 

affairs. 

This was marked in the Middle East by the US-orchestrated Arab-Israeli Peace Process which 

unfolded under the conditions of a balance of power heavily tilted in favour of Israel. In 

Africa, Washington began to resolve conflicts there in ways tailored to Western interests 

and those of the US in particular. In the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea region, the power 

balances shifted towards the US and its Western allies as Washington moved to intensify its 

direct military presence in the region, which in turn altered the interplay of regional forces. 

After the attacks on New York and Washington on 11 September 2001, the US and its allies 

escalated their drive to bolster their military and intelligence presence in the region, 

fabricating justifications such as the threat of terrorism in East Africa, the need to protect 
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humanitarian aid in Somalia, and the worsening of piracy, in order to add a gloss of 

legitimacy to this intensive presence. 

When the US prepared to launch attacks in different parts of the world in response to the 

11 September attacks, it homed in on the need to eliminate terrorism in East Africa to keep 

it from becoming a refuge for terrorist groups. Washington feared that the conditions of 

instability and conflict on the continent could facilitate terrorist infiltration. The bombings 

of its embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in 1998 were also still on its mind. The US 

determination to fight terrorism in East Africa was consistent with its interests in this 

strategically located region, which also offered it the opportunity to control international 

maritime trade. The East African countries hastened to declare their solidarity with the US 

campaign against terrorism. In December 2000, the former Bush administration received the 

then Kenyan president Daniel Arap Moi and former Ethiopian prime minister Meles Zenawi, 

and in January 2003 it received Djibouti president Ismaïl Omar Guelleh. 

Both Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki and Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni declared 

that their countries were also plagued by terrorism. Various counter-terrorist mechanisms 

were put into play. One was to promulgate anti-terrorist laws, passed by the Tanzanian and 

Ugandan parliaments in 2003. The Kenyan government issued an international crimes act in 

2003 and a law to protect witnesses to terrorism in September 2004. It also established a 

National Counter-Terrorism Centre. Among the most important instruments at the level of 

US-African cooperation were an Initiative to Combat Terrorism in East Africa (2003), the 

establishment of a US military base in Djibouti, the creation of a Horn of Africa Joint Working 

Force, and the exchange of intelligence. 

Governments in the region froze the assets of organisations accused of funding terrorism 

(such as the Taqwa and Baraka organisations), closed the offices of the Al-Haramein 

Organisation, and responded in varying degrees to US demands to cut back religious 

education. In 2006, US forces took part in joint military manoeuvres with forces from Kenya, 

Tanzania and Uganda. The fight against terrorism in East Africa had repercussions on the 

development and stability in the region. Most of its countries allocated large chunks of their 

budgets to security. The conditions of the region’s Muslims, accounting for 49 per cent of 

the population and already suffering from political and economic hardships, worsened as a 

consequence of the counter-terrorism operations, especially in areas where they were a 
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minority and more vulnerable to falling under the shadow of the counter-terrorism laws and 

human rights violations perpetrated in the name of fighting terrorism.  

Consequences Of Counter-Terrorism 

The counter-terrorism strategies in the region have largely ignored the cultural and religious 

make-up of the inhabitants of East Africa and relied on military and security instruments that 

have precipitated clashes with various political forces, as has occurred in Somalia.  As 

terrorism has no clear legal definition, each side has used it in order settle political scores. 

The fight against terrorism has made it possible for Israel to augment its presence in the 

region, for example, and it has participated in the search for terrorist operatives in Somalia 

and interrogated detainees in collaboration with US security agencies. The counter-terrorist 

measures in East Africa have not succeeded in eliminating groups suspected of terrorism, 

while popular hostility towards the US has increased. Islamist takfiri groups continue to exist 

in Somalia, some affiliated with Al-Qaeda and others with the Islamic State (IS). 

This confirms that the US criteria for branding groups as terrorist are not objective and that 

they are shaped by the nature of US interests in the region. The East African coast and the 

Bab Al-Mandeb area are also intrinsically linked to Egyptian national security, and as a result 

competition among international and regional forces in the region has sometimes turned it 

into a source of threat to Egyptian national security. This has made it necessary to search for 

better methods of ensuring the security of the Red Sea in a manner conducive to the 

interests of the Arab and African countries on its shores. However, in order to do this, it is 

essential to understand the motives of the competing forces and to transcend an analytic 

approach confined by the mere geographical dimensions of the Red Sea. 

Instead, we should broaden our parameters to the geopolitical dimensions described above 

that lure countries having expansionist agendas to the region. In accordance with its new 

vision for the Horn of Africa, the Gulf of Aden and Bab Al-Mandeb Strait, the US intends to 

assert its military and political hegemony in the region to protect US and Israeli interests and 

to neutralise potential threats. It intends to ally with countries from the region and friendly 

countries outside of it, with the intensive US and Israeli presence casting its shadow over the 

regional balances of power and Arab-African transactions. The growing US and Israeli role in 
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the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea region, combined with the decline of the European role, 

carries numerous risks for the security of the Arab and Islamic worlds. 

The Zionist influence over US policy is no longer confined to the Palestinian question, but 

now extends to other parts of the world and is working to rearrange regional balances in a 

manner that serves US and Israeli interests at the expense of Arab parties. The mounting 

international and regional rivalry to establish military bases in the Horn of Africa, combined 

with the contest to win political influence, poses a great challenge to Arab national security 

and to Egyptian national security in particular, especially since such increased foreign 

military presence erodes the sovereignty of the countries of the Horn of Africa. 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContentP/44/315675/Analysis/Competition-for-the-

Horn-of-Africa.aspx 
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