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Two Soldiers Sentenced To Death For Killing Colleagues 

05 November 2018 

Somali Military Court has on  Monday sentenced two members of armed forces to death. 

Mohamed Hashi Wasuge and Abdirizack Mohamed  Jimale were found guilty of killing an 

officer Said Mohamed Osman on 30th August at military training centre in Mogadishu. Four 

witnesses testified before the court on how Hashi carried out the murder and tried to 

escape. He was however disarmed and arrested by other officers. 

Abdirizack Mohamed Jimale also carried out a similar offense by murdering Qeys Khalif Salad 

in Lower Shabelle base on 27th July. The sentenced ex- soldiers have the option of appealing 

against the ruling if not satisfied with the verdict. Cases of murder among members of armed 

forces are rampant among Somali security agencies. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-5-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Group accuses FGS of vote buying and bribery ahead of S.West polls 

November 5, 2018 

A section of candidates and 

stakeholders from South West state 

have expressed concerns over what 

they termed as deliberate moves by 

the federal government to interfere 

with the upcoming state presidential 

elections. 

In a statement Monday, Golaha Isbedel-doonka Koonfur Galbeed Soomaaliya roughly 

translated as Forum for Change in South West state accuses the federal government of 

bribery and vote buying in a move aimed at denying the people of South West a chance to 

choose their own candidate. 

“Instead of helping the SWS people to excise their constitutionally enshrined right to express 

their political will through the ballot box and vote freely, the Federal Government of Somalia 

(FGS) is destroying the ongoing democratic political processes and using dictatorship to 

influence the election outcome,” the statement read in part. 

The state elections set for November 17 has attracted about ten candidates among former 

Al-Shabaab number two Mukhtar Robow, former finance minister Mohamed Fargeti, 

immediate former water and energy minister Abdulaziz Laftagreen and former Intelligence 

agency, NISA Hussein Hussein. 

The statement echoes similar concerns late October by federal member state leaders that 

the federal government was deploying state resources in support of its candidate. 

Laftagreen who resigned to contest recently to vie for the state presidency is reportedly 

being fronted by the federal government. 
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“FGS is using corruption, nepotism, bribery and vote buying in order to install its own 

favourite candidate as the president of SWS and thus, it is destroying the constitutional and 

political legitimacy of the election processes,” the forum added. 

The forum warned the move by the federal government to interfere with the elections risks 

‘plunging the state into a political chaos, insecurity and could potentially pave the way for a 

renewed civil war’. 

It called on the federal government to allow the people of South West to exercise their 

political and civil rights without influence. 

“We strongly condemn the actions of the FGS and warn of adverse consequence should the 

people  of SWS are deprived of their constitutional rights and the election is hijacked or 

rigged.   “ 

http://goobjoog.com/english/group-accuses-fgs-of-vote-buying-and-bribery-ahead-of-s-

west-polls/ 
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South West State Electoral Coordination Committee Resigns Over 

Interference 

05 November 2018 

Eleven members of the South West State presidential election coordination committee have 

resigned. The members, who include the Chair and deputy Chair of the 13-member team 

tasked to oversee the regional presidential elections scheduled for 17th this month, resigned 

in a huff on Monday. Their resignation is linked to the clearance of ex Al-Shabaab deputy 

leader, Mukhtar Robow, to participate in the race. 

According to sources, the members resigned in protest over the clearance of former Al-

Shabaab second in command to vie for presidency. In their considered opinion, Mukhtar 

Robow, ought to be locked out of the polls “because it is unconstitutional” for him to 

participate in the exercise. Mukhtar Robow, also known as Abu Mansour among his 

supporters, was issued with a certificate of clearance on Monday amid stiff opposition by 

some election coordination committee members. 

Other unconfirmed reports say the incumbent South West President, Sharif Hassan Adan, 

had bowed out of the race to instead push for the candidature of Robow. The latest 

development is a big blow to the already tense situation surrounding the regional 

presidential elections. Some candidates have previously accused federal government 

leaders of direct interference in the polls. 

https://madmimi.com/p/2d623d?fe=1&pact=6447544-148107919-5372507253-

01845b747e8c1d196ccf1e323e63cbe63cd66f27 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-energy-minister-resigns-to-

run-for-regional-presidency 
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Somali regional election chief resigns amid allegations of manipulation  

Monday November 5, 2018 

BAIDOA (HOL) - The chairman of Somalia’s Southwestern 

state election commission has resigned Monday amid 

allegations of “blatant and unabashed’ attempts by some 

candidates to manipulate the outcome of the forthcoming 

presidential elections in the region, officials say. 

Arfo Ibrahim who had held the post of the regional state’s electoral commission for months 

and has been seen by many as a close ally of the region’s powerful president Sharif Hassan 

Aden said he has resigned from his position for personal reasons. He declined to give further 

details during a press conference in Baidoa, the state’s provincial capital. 

In addition, all the other remaining officials of the election commission have also resigned 

from their posts on Monday evening, officials told Hiiraan Online. 

Just hours before Mr. Ibrahim announced his resignation, the electoral body started 

registering candidates running in the forthcoming presidential election, with the former al-

Shabab’s deputy leader Mukhtar Robow became the first candidate to receive his election 

certificate, albeit a recent statement by the central government which disqualified him from 

the election run, citing US sanctions still placed on him. 

Robow who has defected from al-Shabab last year has nonetheless dismissed the pressure 

and has since continued his election campaigns unhindered, thanks to a significant support 

from his constituency which has reportedly emboldened him to continue his election bid 

anyway.   

Meanwhile, the resignation of Mr. Ibrahim, the electoral body’s chief comes amid 

unconfirmed reports that the region’s president Sharif Hassan Aden is planning to withdraw 

from his election bid in the days to come. 
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Mr. Aden who wields a significant influence in the region’s day-to-day politics is facing tough 

challenges in his bid for re-election in the forthcoming election which is expected to be a 

highly contested one as opposition candidates are trying to join hands in an attempt to 

unseat the veteran politician. 

Aden, a former Somali parliament speaker has been involved in the Southwestern politics 

since it was re-established as a Federal Member State of Somalia in 2009. 

Critics accuse of him of ruling with iron fist and bribery, with many in the region are now 

demanding for a new era of change with the need for more accountable and transparent 

leader. 

Among the candidates running in the election is Abdiaziz Laftagaren, who is reported to be 

the favorite candidate for the Somali government which has reportedly airlifted a bullet-

proof vehicle for him in Baidoa. Mr. Laftagaren has resigned from his post as the energy and 

water minister on Monday afternoon. 

Hussein Osman Hussein, the former Somali intelligence chief is also among several 

government-backed candidates running for the region’s top seat. 

The election is scheduled to take place on Nov. 13. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161006/somali_regional_election_chief_resig

ns_amid_allegations_of_manipulation.aspx 
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Warsheikh: The agony of expectant mothers in a town with no medical facility 

November 5, 2018  

Just 60 km north of the capital Mogadishu, the ancient town of Warsheikh in Somalia’s 

Middle Shabelle region has recorded recent improvements in security, trade, and education, 

but its lack of a functioning hospital is leading to the deaths of numerous women in 

childbirth. Warsheikh, a coastal town dating back to 1862, is home to thousands of people. 

It has a partially operating health centre and several small clinics but nowhere equipped to 

perform Caesarean sections and other life-saving procedures. Women with pregnancy-

related complications are referred to Mogadishu for medical attention. It costs $150-$200 to 

hire a vehicle to the city and many women died before they get help. 

According to a local doctor, Aweys Abdikadir Hashi, Warsheikh town has lost seven 

mothers due to complications in childbirth in less than three months. 

“Last week alone, two mothers bled to death. Due to long hours of prolonged labour and 

complications, they were taken to Mogadishu but unfortunately, they died on their way to 

the city,” Dr Aweystold Radio Ergo. Dr Aweys runs a pharmacy in the town, offering blood 

testing and basic services. He is often asked to help in emergency cases but is extremely 

limited in what he can provide. 

“When pregnant mothers go into labour, they are brought here [the pharmacy] – but what 

we can do for them is just a few services including a blood test and weight checks,” he said. 

Warsheikh General Hospital, which used to offer full maternity services including emergency 

C-sections, stopped operations in May after the Qatari Red Crescent ceased its support. 

Hussein Ahmed Osoble, Warsheikh Medical Health Officer, told Radio Ergo that the hospital 

had been offering free services to thousands of people from Warsheikh and 53 villages 

around the town. 
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“The hospital was not only supporting residents in Warsheikh town but also thousands of 

others from the surrounding villages who were dependent on the services of the hospital,” 

Ahmed explained. 

Local residents told Radio Ergo that two other women died of pregnancy-related causes in 

September. Deka Mohamed died after giving birth to twins in September in Warsheikh. 

Madina Ahmed Ibrahim, Deka’s maternal aunt, told Radio Ergo that her niece who was living 

in Bakarole village, 16 km west of Warsheikh, was taken to an unskilled traditional birth 

attendant for delivery. When things went wrong the family brought her to town to seek help. 

“She bled excessively at the hands of a traditional birth attendant. She was very weak when 

she was brought here.  After long hours of labour she gave birth to twins but unfortunately 

she passed away,” Madina said. Deka left behind three children including the twins. Deqo 

Mohamed Ali, an expectant mother living in Warsheikh town, is worried about getting the 

right help when her delivery time arrives. 

“I am seven months pregnant. I have edema at this stage and I am concerned about the 

expected labour and the lack of delivery services in Warsheikh,” said Deqo, a mother of 

eight. The majority of maternal deaths are due to bleeding, infection, and eclampsia or high 

blood pressure. 

https://www.radioergo.org/2018/11/05/warsheikh-the-agony-of-expectant-mothers-in-a-

town-with-no-medical-facility/?lang=en 
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Excitement as Mogadishu gets 4G mobile network  

Monday November 5, 2018 

Somtel telecommunications, a mobile 

telephony company in East Africa, has 

introduced a 3G/4G mobile network, and 

eDahab mobile money transfer services to its 

customers in Mogadishu, Somalia.   

During the launch of Somtel’s new services that 

will provide fast internet, voice and data services to towns and rural areas on Sunday, the 

company announced a share offer to the public. 

Somtel is a member of Dahabshiil Group which also operates Africa’s leading money transfer 

company. 

The eDahab facility, which will provide financial services through the mobile phones, it 

expected to be a big boost to the burgeoning e-business sector in the region. 

EXPAND COVERAGE 

Dahabshiil Group founder and chairman Mohammed Said Duale said the introduction of the 

Somtel services in Somalia was part of their wider plan to expand its coverage beyond the 

Horn of Africa. 

“Somtel will bring new and vital services, including the latest voice and data services and 

fibre optic technology at competitive rates to customers in Mogadishu and other places,” 

said Mr Duale. 

He added: “eDahab mobile payments and Dahabshiil Bank, which are compliant with local 

and international laws, will ensure customers access more banking and financial services. 

Customers will now access new and better services at competitive rates.” 
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FIBRE-OPTIC 

Those who attended the event included Somalia’s Deputy Prime Minister Mohammed 

Guled, former President Hassan Sheikh, Minister for Commerce and Industry Abdi Hayir 

Maareye, Deputy Senate Speaker Abdi Hanshi and Mogadishu Mayor Abdulrahman Omar 

among other top government officials.   

Speakers at the event praised Somtel and Dahabshiil Group for supplying fibre-optic 

technology and innovative telecommunication services. 

They said that this would contribute to the development of the region besides generating 

new employment opportunities. 

The officials said Somtel’s share offering will provide exciting investment opportunities to 

many people.    

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161007/excitement_as_mogadishu_gets_4g_

mobile_network.aspx 
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UN envoy urges dialogue to end conflict in northern Somalia  

November 6, 2018  

MOGADISHU, Nov. 5 (Xinhua) -- The top UN envoy in Somalia, who wrapped up a two-day 

visit to northern Somalia late Sunday, on Monday called for a peaceful resolution of the 

conflict in the region. Nicholas Haysom, UN Secretary-General's Special Representative for 

Somalia, who paid a visit to Puntland and Somaliland in northern Somalia, called for a 

peaceful resolution of the conflict in the Tukaraq area of the contested Sool region which 

lies between them. Haysom said in a statement released on Monday that he held talks with 

the two regional leaders where he discussed a range of issues including the contested region. 

"I had the opportunity to discuss with the president (Muse Bihi Abdi of Somaliland) the 

recent changes in the region, the challenges facing Somaliland and of course, in that regard, 

we touched on the conflict in Tukaraq," Haysom said. 

"In particular, how that conflict can be managed to avoid any conflagration, any eruption of 

hostilities in the short term, and a long-term solution for that conflict," he added during a 

meeting in Hargeisa, the capital of Somaliland. Tension has been building in Tukaraq since 

January after Somaliland troops have previously clashed with Puntland Defense forces over 

the control of the area. 

The two regional Somali states have clashed previously since 2002 over control of disputed 

regions in northern Somalia. In Garowe, the capital of neighboring Puntland, where he met 

with its President Abdiweli Mohamed Ali, Haysom stressed the need for maintaining peace 

in Tukaraq, where forces from Puntland and Somaliland have clashed in recent months. 

Enditem 

http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2018-11/06/content_70433857.htm 
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Somalia: Upsurge in violence triggers new wave of displacement  

November 5, 2018 

An upsurge in insecurity and conflict has 

triggered a new wave of displacement in 

the Lower Shabelle region of South West 

State. According to UNHCR-led Protection 

and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), 

more than 34,000 people have fled the area 

since the beginning of August, joining thousands of others who fled earlier in 2018 or before 

due to conflict, drought and floods, in which the majority are women and children. 

As parties to the conflict continue to take control of smaller towns and villages, the anxiety 

and unpredictable security situation continues to force families to flee their homes in search 

of safety. The United Nations and humanitarian partners have boosted the delivery of 

assistance and the provision of services to the affected communities. 

The Somalia Humanitarian Fund has funded a project aimed to improve access to emergency 

shelter for 5,400 newly displaced people in Lower Shabelle, in an effort to improve their 

living conditions and meet their basic necessities. However, the needs remain dire. 

Humanitarian partners are particularly concerned about an increase in protection issues, 

including restriction of movement, arbitrary arrests, civilian casualties and the destruction 

of properties and livelihood assets. 

Tension reportedly remains high in villages along the Afgooye-Qoryooley corridor with 

further displacement likely due to the ongoing military activities in the area. The rise in 

displacement has resulted in a significant increase in humanitarian needs within the district, 

where some areas are hard-to-reach, and in Mogadishu, where most of the displaced have 

fled to. 
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Information on the extent of the humanitarian impact in the areas of origin remains limited 

due to insecurity, limited humanitarian presence and access to some areas. The displaced 

populations live in dire conditions with limited access to basic services and livelihood 

opportunities. 

Overall, some 2.6 million people remain displaced in Somalia. Despite the increasing needs, 

the Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) remains critically underfunded. While 

humanitarian partners continue to provide life-saving assistance, the 51 per cent funding 

shortfall is hampering the sustainability and effectiveness of delivery of vital services and the 

restoration of facilities destroyed by natural disasters or ongoing conflict. The HRP has so far 

received $751.4 million. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161010/somalia_upsurge_in_violence_trigger

s_new_wave_of_displacement.aspx 
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Uhuru urged to act as cheap fish from Somalia hits local market 

Nov. 06, 2018 

Fishermen in Lamu want the national 

government to stop traders from Somalia 

and Tanzania flooding the Kenyan market 

with their fish. 

They say the foreigners are killing the 

sector by selling their stocks at 

“ridiculously low prices” leaving Kenyans 

with no customers. 

Lamu Fishermen Association chairperson Mohamed Ali said at least 6,000 Kenyan fishermen 

from the island have been affected. 

They are now calling on the government to ban fish from Somalia and Tanzania sold in Kenya. 

President Uhuru Kenyatta recenttly banned importation of fish from China noting that the 

imports were stifling the local market. 

Speaking during a crisis meeting in Lamu yesterday, Ali said Lamu produces enough fish for 

the local market but competition from the Somalia and Tanzania fish is making it difficult for 

the industry to thrive. 

Ali said Kenyan fishermen from Lamu now have no market for their produce and are forced 

to adapt to the low standards set by their counterparts from the two countries. 

“We could co-exist with the fishermen from Somalia and Tanzania if at all there was a deficit 

in the market that we were unable to deal with. But as it is right now, Lamu is producing 

enough fish both for our local and national markets and therefore the fact that we are now 

competing for markets with the guys from Somalia and Tanzania is outright unfair,” he said. 
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 “The situation is so bad and is killing our venture. We wish the President would do what he 

did with the fish from China so we can recover from all this.” 

The fishermen called on the county government to formulate laws and regulations that 

would prohibit foreigners from fishing in Lamu waters and selling their catch within the 

county. 

An active night fishing ban on border areas of Kiunga and Ishakani has also impacted on 

them negatively. 

Ahmed Omar, a fisherman from Kiunga, says their situation has worsened. 

“The ban has hindered us from increasing our catch, most of which would happen at night 

and that’s why foreigners felt there’s a gap for them to come and take advantage of the 

situation. These guys are enriching themselves at our own expense but there’s nothing we 

can do unless the government decides to lift the ban,” said Omar. 

The fishermen also urged both the county and national governments to help them purchase 

modern fishing equipment to enable them fish in deeper sections of the ocean. 

The majority of local fishermen still use traditional techniques including dhows instead of 

high powered speedboats that would make them more efficient. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/11/06/uhuru-urged-to-act-as-cheap-fish-from-

somalia-hits-local-market_c1845655 
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Somalia: A Graduation To Die For  

November 5, 2018 

Donor states cut their contributions to Somalia by a third in 2018 (to under $900 million) 

compared to 2017. The donor community is losing patience with the endless violence and 

self-destructive corruption that persists in Somalia. What it has come down to is that the 

international community is not willing to provide the food, medical and cash aid (that keeps 

about a third of the population from starving to death or fleeing to adjacent nations like 

Kenya, Ethiopia and Yemen) unless Somalia proves it can govern itself. That aid pays for the 

current government (and its $340 million a year budget), the Somali military (still a work in 

progress) and peacekeeping operations. The key problem is that despite their dire situation 

the Somalis still cannot agree on how to govern themselves as a nation. The natural state of 

what we call Somalia has been, for thousands of years, a dozen or more separate entities 

that have never voluntarily come together to govern themselves. Unity seems to be an 

impossible dream. During October the fighting between various clan and regional faction (as 

opposed to al Shabaab violence) caused over 20,000 more people to flee their homes. Many 

ended up in refugee camps around Mogadishu. UN and other foreign mediators have so far 

been unable to get the various warring factions to settle their disputes. 

Somali leaders are aware of the problem and thought they could solve some of them with a 

federal form of government Currently there are five federal states; Puntland in the far north, 

Galmudug just south of Puntland, Hirshabelle (Central State), Southwest State and Jubaland 

on the Kenya border. Somaliland in the northwest is also considered a federal state of 

Somalia but refuses to cooperate and continues to consider itself an independent nation. 

The problem is few other nations, or the UN, will recognize that. 

The federal government concept was put into operation during 2016. It was agreed that the 

federal states would have some autonomy and the ability to elect local leaders (especially a 

state president). But the current de facto leaders don’t trust the national government and 

believe the central government will interfere with the state elections and otherwise limit the 
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autonomy of the states. The federal form of government is supposed to provide the states 

with a lot of autonomy. In return, the central government would provide muscle to help 

control bandits and warlords throughout the country. The central government also controls 

most of the foreign aid coming in. There was growing acceptance for the federal form of 

government but many politicians prefer to try and concentrate maximum power in the 

central government. 

A powerful central government is unpopular with clans and the clan leaders, who are 

accustomed to having no government at all ordering them around. For nearly all the last few 

thousand years the clans answered to no one except for the occasional empire builder. 

European colonial powers arrived in the 19th century and established a central government 

that didn’t really take; nor did similar efforts by previous conquerors. Once all the colonial 

powers were gone by 1960, the newly established Somali government began to come apart, 

a process that was complete by 1991. No one has been able to get all the clans to submit to 

a new central government since. To make matters worse most of the educated Somalis fled 

in the 1990s and few have come back. Meanwhile, public education has been absent in most 

of Somalia for two decades and the literacy rate is under 40 percent (and under 30 percent 

for women). Public health has been largely missing for two decades and life expectancy is 

about 52 years. Outside of Somaliland and Puntland, it’s under 50 years. Corruption and 

violence eventually caused Doctors Without Borders to abandon Somalia in 2013, after 

trying, since the early 1990s, to operate effectively. Doctors Without Borders is famous for 

persisting under the most arduous and dangerous conditions. This medical charity rarely 

abandons an area that is in need but Somalia turned out to be one of the few situations that 

proved intolerable. Many other international aid organizations have given up on Somalia. 

Many foreigners and Somalis feel Somalia is still too corrupt and poorly governed for even a 

federal form of government to work. Eventually but not yet. One encouraging sign has been 

the relative peace and prosperity in the north (Somaliland and Puntland). However, all is not 

perfect in the north. Since the 1990s the two statelets that comprise northern Somalia 

(Puntland and Somaliland) have been having some internal problems but much less so than 

in Somalia. Northern Somalia has been better governed since breaking away from Somalia 

in 1990 to form Puntland (2.5 million people) and Somaliland (3.5 million). The other two-
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thirds of the Somali population to the south has been in perpetual chaos since 1990 and the 

establishment of a lasting central government is still a work-in-progress. 

The pleas from the UN and other aid organizations for donations to help Somalia are 

increasingly ignored and the money distributed to disaster areas where the money simply 

does more good. Increasingly those most willing to step up and stay involved with Somalia 

are neighboring countries, who have centuries of memories of violent Somalis raiding 

throughout the region. The neighbors would like to just ignore Somalia, like the rest of the 

world is increasingly doing. But when Somalia is a neighbor ignoring the problem is not an 

option. For nations threatened by international Islamic terror attacks originating in Somalia 

there is a need to stay involved, but as little as possible. And that’s what the Americans and 

other Western counter-terror operators are doing. 

Concerned Kenya  

While most of Kenya has been free of al Shabaab violence there is still a lot of it and it is 

concentrated in northeastern counties (provinces) of Mandera, Garissa, Isiolo, Wajir and 

Marsabit that border Somalia. Kenyans in the northeast want something done. In addition 

to bordering Somalia, there are several other reasons for all the Somali violence in this part 

of Kenya. First, there is the pervasive corruption in Kenya (and Africa in general). Al Shabaab 

takes advantage of the police corruption in Kenya, where the largely Christian police are 

particularly brutal towards Kenyans who are ethnic Somalis as well as the Somali refugees. 

That brutality and discrimination make Kenyan Somalis reluctant to cooperate with police in 

finding al Shabaab terrorists. About 76 percent of the Moslems (four million people) in Kenya 

are ethnic Somalis who are citizens. Kenya is largely (80 percent) Christian with a Moslem 

minority (12 percent of the population) that has been known to harbor Islamic terrorists. 

Most Kenyan Moslems live in coastal cities like Mombasa (where about a third of the 1.1 

million population is Moslem). A lot of ethnic Somalis and Moslems live in northeastern 

Kenya and that is a problem when most of the soldiers and police are Christians and non-

Somali. Some Kenyans in the northeast believe the Somali violence would decline if Kenya 

pulled its peacekeepers out of southern Somalia. Others point out that much of the Somali 

violence in Kenya is financed by Somali criminal activity in Kenya. Pulling the peacekeepers 

out of southern Somalia would just make it more difficult for Somalia and the remaining 
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peacekeepers to pacify the south. Moreover, pulling Kenyan peacekeepers out of Somalia 

would not help to persuade the many Somali refugees in Kenya to go home. 

Since 2014 Kenya has been trying to force all Somali refugees living outside refugee camps 

to move to a refugee camp. That has not been very successful. While the UN criticized this 

measure the government is under tremendous public pressure to reduce the Somali terrorist 

threat and many Somali refugees have been caught supporting or carrying out terrorist 

activities. Despite resistance, refugees continue to be sought and forced to go to the camps. 

For years there have been at least 500,000 Somali refugees, most of them in two Kenyan 

camps near the Somali border. The UN runs the camps but has no control over some 50,000 

Somali refugees living mostly in the Somali neighborhoods of Nairobi and Mombasa. Kenya 

also hosts several hundred thousand other refugees from Ethiopia, Sudan, Burundi and 

Congo. Many Kenyans feel that the rest of the world does not appreciate what a heavy 

burden this places on Kenya. While Kenya has managed to reduce the number of al Shabaab 

attacks inside Kenya it has not been able to eliminate the al Shabaab presence. 

October 25, 2018: In the south (Jubaland), an American UAV missile strike killed two al 

Shabaab fighters. So far in 2018, the U.S. has carried out at least 28 of these air attacks in 

Somalia compared to 31 for all of 2017 and 15 for 2016. These air attacks are often a side 

effect of intel agencies (like the CIA) collecting intelligence (aerial surveillance and electronic 

monitoring) on Islamic terrorist activity in the region. This information is used to track 

changes in al Shabaab forces and capabilities and identify targets the Somali special 

operations forces can go after. These attacks are meant to disrupt al Shabaab operations or 

eliminate (capture or kill) their key leaders. These raids get noticed but the Somali special 

operations troops also carry out some surveillance missions which are purposely kept out of 

the news because these operations are mainly about future attacks. 

October 23, 2018: In the north (Somaliland). a major outbreak of clan warfare has left over 

fifty dead and over 120 wounded in three days of violence. 

October 22, 2018: In the southeast (Lower Shabelle region), a peacekeeper ambush killed a 

senior al Shabaab official (who was in charge of al Shabaab finances in Lower Shabelle). 
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October 16, 2018: Pirates attacked a 180,000 ton bulk carrier some 430 kilometers off the 

coast. A speedboat full of armed pirates approached the bulk carrier from the rear and were 

nearly close enough to attempt boarding when the armed security detachment on the bulk 

carrier opened fire and after a two-minute gun battle the pirates backed off. Since the 

speedboat was too small to have operated so far out to sea by itself the anti-piracy patrol 

deployed aircraft and ships to search for the mothership the speedboat must have operated 

with. The next day a recon aircraft spotted the speedboat being towed by a larger fishing 

boat some 300 kilometers off the coast. The mothership was tracked back to its base on the 

Somali coast. The pirates knew how this played out and abandoned the mothership before 

a piracy patrol boarding party showed up on the 21st to seize the ship, tow it out to sea and 

blow it up. The piracy patrol checked its records and found this mothership had been sighted 

before but never caught in the act (towing the speedboat involved in a failed attack). 

October 14, 2018: Iran has been identified as a major player in the illegal charcoal exports al 

Shabaab controls. Because al Shabaab earns so much money from the charcoal exports (over 

half a million dollars a month) the exports were banned by the UN in 2012. Al Shabaab 

adapted by putting the charcoal in bags identifying it as coming from other parts of Africa. 

Iran has been found taking part in that deception as well by taking the smuggled Somali 

charcoal and, for a fee, putting it in bags labeled “Product of Iran”. 

October 13, 2018: In Baidoa (250 kilometers southwest of Mogadishu) two al Shabaab 

suicide bombers attacked a popular restaurant and a nearby hotel, leaving 19 dead and over 

40 wounded. 

October 12, 2018: In central Somalia (Galmudug), American UAV missile strikes killed at least 

60 al Shabaab men and destroyed a major base camp. The large gathering of al Shabaab 

members in the open was a graduation ceremony for new members of al Shabaab. 

October 10, 2018: In northeast Kenya (Mandera) two Christian teachers were killed by al 

Shabaab after being accused of spying on the Islamic terror group. The day before al Shabaab 

publicly executed five Somalis they had seized and accused of spying. Al Shabaab is 

desperate to halt the increasingly effective air strikes on their bases. These attacks not only 

destroy a lot of weapons and equipment but frequently kill or wound senior al Shabaab 

leaders. Much care is taken to keep secret the movements of al Shabaab leaders but still, 
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they get hit by these air strikes. So Al Shabaab looks for spies. Many, if not most of those it 

identifies and kills are not guilty and this costs al Shabaab more good will and cooperation 

from locals. The Americans and Kenyans (whose warplanes carry out most of the attacks) 

won’t reveal how they find their targets. For the Americans, much of the successes comes 

from aerial surveillance and analysis of data. Kenya relies more on HUMINT (human 

intelligence, as in spies and tips). 

October 9, 2018: Pakistan is no longer participating in the anti-piracy patrol off Somalia. The 

reason is the American refusal to pay for the fuel the Pakistani warships use while on patrol 

duty. That money was considered part of what the U.S. paid Pakistan to participate in 

counter-terror operations. All that aid has been cut because Pakistan refuses to halt support 

for Islamic terrorists who operate in Afghanistan, India and other nations in the region. 

https://www.strategypage.com/qnd/somalia/articles/20181105.aspx 
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