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Locals accuse Burundi AMISOM troops of killing 4 Somalia civilians 

November 6, 2018 

Witnesses accused African Union soldiers of having killed four civilians in the Somali capital 

Mogadishu on Tuesday, November 6, after they opened fire when their convoy was hit by a 

roadside bomb. 

Local people alleged that an armored African Union Mission in Somalia (Amisom) convoy 

opened fire after being hit by improvised explosive devices. The incident occurred in the 

Huriwa district in the north of the city. 

A total of six people were hit in the incident, according to a Goobjoog News report, which 

cited locals as saying that troops for a few minutes denied emergency vehicles access to the 

injured. 

Amisom said in a tweet that its convoy had “encountered double IED explosions in the 

Soqola area” – part of Huriwa district. 

“The first explosion damaged an Amisom vehicle and caused minor injuries to the driver” 

and the second IED “exploded prematurely, causing no damage or injuries,” the tweet said. 

But Amisom made no mention of the shooting, which witnesses said involved Burundian 

members of the force. 

Dozens of angry demonstrators took to the streets of Huriwa, burning tyres and calling for 

the killers to be brought to justice. 

“These innocent victims have been killed by the Burundian soldiers without reason and we 

are asking the government to respond to this oppression,” said Mohamed Warsame, a 

relative of one of the victims. 
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Some local people threatened to take matters into their own hands. 

Xasan Ugaas Maxamed, a traditional elder warned: “If the government does not act in regard 

of this incident, we will not live side by side with Burundian soldiers in harmony, and we 

know how to fight.” 

One protestor, Abdulahi Mohamed, said: “We were protesting in solidarity with the victims 

and we need justice for these innocent victims, if nothing is done, we will take justice with 

our own hands.” 

Neither Amisom nor Somalia’s internationally backed government were available for 

comment on the incident, but Mareeg reported an African Union spokesperson as saying 

an investigation would be launched. 

It is unclear who was responsible for the roadside bomb attack, but Al-Shabaab has been 

fighting to overthrow the government of Somalia for over a decade. Despite losing towns 

and territory in recent years the group continues to carry out regular bombings and armed 

raids on government, security and civilian targets in the capital and elsewhere. 

https://thedefensepost.com/2018/11/06/burundi-amisom-troops-kill-4-mogadishu-civilians-

somalia/ 
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Amisom Re-Establishes Effective Policing In Somalia 

Nov 7, 2018  

Nothing, not even all the negative news media 

coverage about Somalia, prepares you enough 

for the shocking reality of devastation brought 

unto the nation that occupies the horn of Africa. 

There are visible signs of gunshots and perhaps, 

grenade attacks all over the walls of most of the 

government-owned buildings – the national 

stadium is now a pale shadow of itself. 

In the central business district, trading goes on. There’s the usual hustle and bustle that 

major African cities are noted for. Across the Karaan market, stands a police station. For 

more than 2 decades Somalia almost became a failed state, having no efficient police service, 

a non-functional judiciary, a displaced constitution and a constantly terrorised citizenry. The 

sight of a functional police station gives the citizens a fresh breath of hope. The African Union 

Mission (AMISOM) has since 2007 been helping to re-establish peace and order in the 

country. AMISOM police-contributing countries, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Zambia, 

Uganda, and Kenya have been training and mentoring officers and men of the Somali Police 

Force on internationally accepted police standards. In less than 30 minutes, two suspects 

are brought in. The AMISOM police officers assist the SPF to prepare documents for the 

suspects, making sure the suspects’ human rights are not violated – a crucial lesson that SP 

Freeman Tettey  PRO of the AMISOM police insists must be applied at all times and to all 

suspects. 

In the last 11 years, and in the face of deadly attacks from the terrorist group, Al-shabab, 

AMISOM has managed to claw back many parts of Somalia from the control of the terrorists. 

But gaining back territory alone is not enough. More has to be done in order to sustain it, 

maintain it and establish rule and order in it. That responsibility falls on the shoulders of The 

AMISOM police. They are responsible for training and mentoring the local Somali policemen 
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and women to take up this responsibility. More than 180 policemen and women from six 

African countries have spent months in war-ravaged Somalia, helping to put the SPF back in 

charge of internal security. The acting AMISOM Police commissioner, Christine Alalo says so 

far, AMISOM has taken control of many parts of Somalia and has handed over such places 

to the SPF after they had been trained, mentored and equipped with the appropriate 

resources needed for effective policing. 

The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the Africa Union Commission for Somalia 

and head of AMISOM, H.E Ambassador Francisco Caetano Jose Madeira describes AMISOM’s 

activities in Somalia as a progressive journey. “ On the political scene, AMISOM has created 

an increasingly more secure environment, enabling significant progress in the political 

development of the country. Today, Somalia has a national constitution, an elected 

Parliament, and President, federal states, all with leadership and functional legislative 

bodies”.  Responding to a question regarding some of the key milestones for AMISOM, H.E 

Jose Madeira said “ AMISOM is facilitating an environment that has enabled members of the 

wider international community to come to, and engage actively in Somalia. Notably, the 

United Nations, the European Union, and several embassies not only have presence in 

Somalia, but have been able to engage in activities across Somalia. This was previously 

unheard of, with all organizations operating from Nairobi and other Regional capitals. 

He added that AMISOM has undertaken extensive capacity building for the Somali National 

Army and the Somali Police Force. He said in addition to training, joint operations have been 

conducted as well as hands-on mentoring for the forces. The Somali Civil War is an armed 

conflict in Somalia that started in 1991, following the overthrow of the dictator, Siad Barre. 

The former British Empire of Somaliland, which had merged with Italian Somalia in 1960, 

declared unilateral independence in 1991, but has not attracted international recognition. 

https://mynewsgh.com/amisom-re-establishes-effective-policing-in-somalia/ 
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Security Council Adopts Resolution 2442 (2018), Authorizing 12-Month 

Extension for International Naval Forces Fighting Piracy off Somali Coast 

06 Nov 2018  

The Security Council, acting by consensus today, decided to renew for 12 months 

authorizations allowing international naval forces to join in the fight against piracy in the 

waters off the coast of Somalia. 

Adopting resolution 2442 (2018) under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, the 15-

member Council deplored all acts of piracy and armed robbery at sea off the Somali coast. 

While noting improvements in Somalia, it nevertheless recognized that piracy exacerbates 

instability in the country and stressed the need for a comprehensive, international response 

that also works to tackle the underlying causes of the phenomenon. 

By the terms of the text, the Council encouraged the Parliament of Somalia to approve a 

draft coast guard law and urged the Somali authorities to continue efforts towards passing 

a comprehensive set of anti-piracy and maritime laws without further delay. It also called 

upon the authorities to make all efforts to bring to justice those who are using Somali 

territory to plan, facilitate or undertake criminal acts of piracy and armed robbery at sea, 

while calling upon Member States to assist Somalia - at the request of Somali authorities and 

with notification to the Secretary-General - to strengthen its maritime capacity. 

Welcoming the initiative of the Seychelles to establish a court for piracy and maritime crime 

and the successful prosecution of piracy cases by that entity, the Council also recognized the 

need for States, international and regional organizations and other appropriate partners to 

share information for anti-piracy law enforcement purposes. In addition, it noted the need 

for those partners to keep under review the possibility of applying targeted sanctions against 

individuals or entities that plan, organize, facilitate, or illicitly finance or profit from piracy 

operations if they meet the listing criteria set out in paragraph 43 of resolution 2093 (2013). 

The Council also called upon all States to cooperate fully with the Somalia and Eritrea 

Monitoring Group. 
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By other terms of the resolution, the Council renewed its call upon States and regional 

organizations that are able to do so to join the fight against piracy and armed robbery off 

the coast of Somalia by deploying naval vessels, arms and military aircraft; providing basing 

and logistical support for counter-piracy forces; and seizing and disposing of boats, vessels, 

arms and other related equipment used in the commission of piracy-related crimes. It 

further encouraged the Government of Somalia to accede to the United Nations Convention 

Against Transnational Organized Crime and urged all States to take appropriate actions 

under their domestic laws to prevent the illicit financing of piracy acts and the laundering of 

its proceeds. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-adopts-resolution-2442-2018-

authorizing-12-month-extension 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 07/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 7

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-adopts-resolution-2442-2018-authorizing-12-month-extension
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-adopts-resolution-2442-2018-authorizing-12-month-extension
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-adopts-resolution-2442-2018-authorizing-12-month-extension
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-adopts-resolution-2442-2018-authorizing-12-month-extension


 

 

 

UNSOM Condemns Unprovoked Shooting on UN Convoy in Galmudug State 

November 6, 2018  

The United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Somalia (UNSOM) condemns the 

obstruction and attack on a convoy of UN 

vehicles that occurred along the road 

between the cities of Galkayo and 

Adaado in Galmudug state on Saturday, 3 

November. The convoy was accompanied by a dozen police officers from South Galkayo in 

the late afternoon of Saturday when it was stopped some five kilometres outside Adaado at 

a checkpoint manned by eight men claiming to be police officers. None of the individuals 

wore police uniforms, but they refused to grant passage to the convoy that was carrying a 

team of UN personnel assigned to make preparations for an upcoming visit to Dhusamarreb 

by UN officials. After the UN officials decided to abort the mission and head back to Galkayo, 

a truck carrying  militiamen drove through the checkpoint and opened fire on the UN convoy. 

None of the members of the convoy was injured nor were any of the UN vehicles damaged 

in the shooting incident. 

“Last week’s attack on a UN convoy is unacceptable, and we call on the authorities in 

Galmudug state and the Federal Government to  hold accountable those militiamen who 

opened fire on our colleagues. Such an attack has not happened to the UN in Somalia for a 

very long time.” said the UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia, 

Nicholas Haysom. “United Nations personnel must be granted free passage throughout 

Somalia at all times. They must be able to implement the mandates of UNSOM and UN 

agencies, funds and programmes without running the risk of being fired upon for no 

justifiable reason.” 

http://radioshabelle.com/unsom-condemns-unprovoked-shooting-on-un-convoy-in-

galmudug-state/  
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-govt-calls-for-timely-election-

in-southwest-as-electoral-officials-resign 
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CIC Welcomes Resignation Of South West Polls Committee 

06 November 2018 

Federal Member State (FMS) leaders have welcomed the resignation of South West state 

presidential electoral committee members noting that the absence of state Members of 

Parliament could not guarantee a free and fair process. The Council for Inter-State 

Cooperation (CIC), an umbrella bringing together FMS leaders save for HirShabelle’s 

president, accused the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) of sustained efforts to frustrate 

the electoral process: “The council welcomes the resignation of the members of the 

electoral committee after getting convinced the MPs, who are the base of a free and fair 

electoral process, had been abducted,” CIC said. 

While announcing their resignations on Monday night, the committee said it could not 

proceed to execute its mandate because state MPs were being held in Mogadishu. The 

accusations follow claims that Lower House Speaker, Mohamed Mursal, had summoned the 

MPs to Mogadishu for ‘instructions on how to vote’. 

In a statement today, CIC warned that the government’s interference in the elections, 

scheduled for November 17, risks plunging the region into instability and even war. Should 

that happen, they said Prime Minister Hassan Khaire and President Mohamed Farmaajo will 

be held squarely responsible for the consequences. The state leaders said they will not 

recognise any election results which goes against set procedures. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-6-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Political Uncertainty In South West As Polls Committee Resign 

06 November 2018 

The upcoming presidential elections in South West suffered a major set-back on Monday 

night after the state’s electoral committee resigned en-mass barely ten days to the polls’ 

day, pointing accusing fingers at the central government.  While announcing the resignation, 

the committee chairman Arfo Ibrahim Aden laid the blame squarely at the doors of Villa 

Somalia accusing the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) of “holding” the state Members 

of Parliament in Mogadishu with the intent of frustrating the process. The committee said 

the FGS was “interfering, threatening and challenging the electoral process” 

One of the candidates in the upcoming polls, Amina Mursal, told Goobjoog News that Lower 

House Speaker Mohamed Mursal had summoned the state MPs to Mogadishu with clear 

instructions on how they should cast their vote. Ms. Mursal alleged the Speaker had ‘given 

them financial support “to meet their needs”. 

The resignation of the committee now casts doubt on the likelihood of the elections taking 

place in time even as more accusations are directed at the FGS. Water and Energy Minister 

Abdiaziz Laftagreen, who is reportedly being fronted by the FGS, resigned on Monday to 

contest for the seat. A section of candidates and stakeholders have accused the FGS of 

attempts to manipulate the electoral process. “FGS is using corruption, nepotism, bribery 

and vote buying in order to install its own favourite candidate as President of SWS. This 

erodes the credibility of the constitutional and political legitimacy of the election processes,” 

the forum added. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-6-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/somalia-southwest-election-

postponed-amid-interference-claims 
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Balance of Power between Federal and State Governments of Somalia  

November 06, 2018 

My purpose in this article is to illustrate the balance of power or the collaborative 

relationship between the Federal Government (FG) and Federal Member States (FMS) of the 

Federal Republic of Somalia (FRS) on the basis of the Provisional Constitution (PC) adopted 

in August 2012 and in consideration of the international engagement. The concerns about 

the imperfections and ambiguity of the PC and about the wrangled formation of the FMS 

have been strenuously addressed in the past.  The framework established for settling the 

disputed and deferred constitutional issues rests on negotiations and agreements between 

the FG and FMS before parliamentary approval and popular referendum or Constituent 

Assembly. Amid the process of constitutional review, the elected leaders have the moral 

responsibility of not making bad situation worse. Thus, the President of the FRS Mohamed 

Abdullahi Farmajo and the Prime Minister of the FG Hassan Kheire should be guided 

objectively and honestly by the imperfect and complex PC and by good governance 

principles. The formation of the Somali State is work in progress.  

The oversight and accountability role of the Federal Parliament has been eliminated after 

forcing the resignation of Speaker Mohamed Sheikh Osman Jawari and paving the way for 

the election of an ally Speaker Mohamed Mursal Abdirahman. Prime Minister Hassan Kheire 

has become the Inspector for accountability.  Now, the relation between the FG and FMS is 

in impasse after the Council of Inter-State Cooperation (CIC) of FMS accused President 

Farmajo and the FG of incompetence, broken promises, political interferences, misguided 

foreign policy, and other transgressions in their Kismaio Communiqué on September 8, 

2018. The FMS asked dialogue with the President and the FG on condition that third party is 

present. In reaction, the office of the President issued press release inviting the leaders of 

the FMS to meet with the President in Mogadishu with no third party presence. Prime 

Minister Hassan Kheire ruled out the presence or mediation of third party, particularly 

international partners. It is worth noting that the International Partners have Partnership 

Agreements with FG and FMS on politics, security, justice, economy, humanitarian, and 
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social services. The President and the FG remained silent about the serious charges made by 

the FMS and the mediation communication of the Upper House of the Federal Parliament 

for 48 days. On October 24, the CIC issued a self-reliance Communiqué at the end of 5 days 

meeting held in Garowe, Puntland. The Communiqué declared failure of FG.   

The FMS have been established to formally represent the interests of the populations of 

their States and share the responsibility of finalizing many deferred constitutional matters 

with the FG. For example, Article 3 (3) of the PC asserts “the Federal Republic of Somalia is 

founded upon the fundamental principle of power sharing in a federal system.” 

Furthermore, article 44 states, “the allocation of the natural resources of the FRS shall be 

negotiated by and agreed upon by the FG and the FMS in accordance with the Constitution.”  

The fact that the PC requires formal agreements between FG and FMS on many outstanding 

constitutional issues tells in clear terms that FMS are not subordinate authorities to the FG. 

The creation of the National Leadership Forum in 2015 and the National Security Council in 

2017 symbolizes the institutionalization of the shared responsibilities between the FG and 

FMS. 

In all International Conferences held outside or inside Somalia, the FMS attended alongside 

the FG because they are considered stakeholders of the FRS.  International agreements and 

communiqués name separately the FG and FMS as responsible actors for the national 

commitments.  Some political activists are trying to frame mistakenly or dishonestly the 

dispute between the FG and the FMS as insubordination of the FMS to the supreme 

authority of the FG. In reality, the dispute highlights the fundamental principal of power-

sharing, stakeholder, and balance of power between the FG and FMS in accordance with the 

PC. Sadly, the dispute has been worsened by the inflammatory languages and cartoons of 

the surrogates of the FG against the leaders of the FMS. 

The 7 articles of Chapter 5 of the PC are all on the devolution of the powers of Somali State. 

Many other articles emphasize the collaborative relationship between the levels of 

government.  Explicitly, Article 51 commands the cooperative relationship between 

governments of the FRS, the respect and protection of the limits of every government’s 

powers, and the establishment of institutions and guidelines for the resolution of the 

disputes without restoring to court. Independent Inter-State Commissions and 
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Constitutional Court are the internal mechanisms for resolving disputes between the FG and 

FMS and between FMS.  

Article 52 allows the FMS to enter into collaborative agreement among themselves. Also, 

Articles 114 and 120 permit the FMS to establish legislative, executive bodies, independent 

institutions like the Attorney General, the Auditor General, and the Federal Central Bank in 

accordance with their constitutions. Both articles reinforce the view that the FG lacks the 

power to oppose the establishment of security and intelligence forces in FMS.  Articles 53 

and 54 of the PC are intertwined. Article 53 states, “In the spirit of inter-governmental 

cooperation the FG shall consult the FMS on negotiations relating to foreign aid, trade, 

treaties, or other major issues related to the international agreements; 2. Where 

negotiations particularly affect federal Member State interests, the negotiating delegation 

of the federal government shall be supplemented by representatives of the FMS.”  

Article 54 cited frequently by the FG to defend its exclusive responsibilities on foreign affairs, 

national defense, citizenship and immigration, and monetary policy is restricted. The 

limitations of the article are self-evident when it is read with articles 50 on principles of 

federalism, 51 (3) on collaborative relationships between various levels of government, 53 

on international negotiations, 114 on Independent Offices, 122 on principles of public 

finance, 126 (5) on the establishment of FMS police and intelligence forces to protect the 

peace and security of the local population. The right path for the leaders of the FG is to focus, 

among other things, on Somaliland issue with great sensitivity and dexterity while 

completing the Constitution as early as possible, the harmonization of FG and FMS 

constitutions, the enactment of political party law and electoral law, all through democratic 

process and in order. Those efforts will greatly enhance the Somali politics and security.    

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/nov/161024/balance_of_power_between_federal_an

d_state_governments_of_somalia.aspx 
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One Person One Vote for Somalia in 2020/2021  

Sunday, November 4, 2018 

As always in Somali politics, those with a vested interest in political power will introduce 

confusion from different and often unrelated issues, to delay elections. Currently the States 

versus Federal issue is threatening to dominate and consume all political energy in Somalia.  

There is a widely accepted consensus that the 2016/2017 elections were far from credible 

and legitimate, a fact which has been comprehensively documented in many international 

expert reports. Avoiding a repeat of this situation in the 2020 elections is of paramount 

importance Most concerned Somali citizens agree on the need for clarity and focus on the 

real issues, hence the need to declare suspension of all upcoming elections for all presidents 

of the Federal Member States until after 2020/2021. This is a distraction and should not shift 

our focus from the following: The completion of the Provisional Federal Constitution before 

the end of 2019, Amendments of all constitutions of the Federal Member States six months 

before 2020/2021, Implementation of a transition plan, Credible preparation for acceptable 

of the electoral system (Political party law, electoral law, and electoral dispute resolution 

courts) by the end of 2019.  

Failure to do these things will mean failing to learn from the mistakes made in the 2016/2017 

elections.  The purpose of this brief note is to provide information about what is the status 

of the process to prepare Somalia for one person one vote. At a recent four-day training 

workshop for Somali election stakeholders in Nairobi, Kenya on the electoral processes and 

boundaries delimitation, the Deputy Head of AMISOM, Mr. Simon Milongo, noted the need 

for "clarity in strategy and clarity in vision as to where you [Somalis] want to go and how you 

[Somalis] will arrive there to have a neutral system that will be embraced by everyone.” The 

international community must protest against the flourishing of electoral corruption. The 

National Independent Electoral Commission (NIEC) cannot continue to officiate in unreliable 

elections which lack credibility.  Somalia has yet to develop an electoral system that gains 

public trust and legitimacy.  Development of this must be a priority. Being optimistic, small 

steps in the right direction are being taken. Finally, Somalia is ready for one vote one person 
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in the upcoming election in 2020/21 This is a very important step forward for the nascent 

Somali democracy. As mentioned in an earlier posting1[1], Dr Nur Dirie Hersi, Head of the 

Somali ID project, soft launched this initiative in a meeting with Somali business people in 

Dubai. I would like to share an overview of this project, with Somalis and friends of Somalia 

around the world, who have written to me in search of information on this issue. Dr Hersi, 

Chief Strategist, in the Office of the Somali President, and Head of Somali ID Program, 

reminded us in one of his papers during the meeting in Dubai, that the United Nations has 

set important goals to improve the lives of everybody in this world. One of those important 

goals, the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) # 16.9, states that “By 2030, provide legal 

identity for all including birth registration.”  This is the starting point for the Somali ID 

project, while the long-term goal is preparation for the 2020(21) election, completing this 

goal is an important step. Some background at this stage might help in an appreciation of 

the complexity of this project: Somalia has never had a centralized identification system for 

its citizens and eligible residents. However, prior to the civil war in 1991, there were 

decentralized manual identification systems maintained by different local municipalities. 

Under such system, a resident or citizen could have multiple paper-based identity cards from 

different municipalities. These IDs consisted of four-page document which contained the 

name and location of the municipality, an ID number, some basic data and a picture of the 

card holder. The card used to be known as “Tessera Municipale”, a name and a system 

borrowed from Italian Administration from the days when southern Somalia was ruled by 

Italy. In addition, there were civil registry files, known as “foglia di familia”.  The central 

government also used to keep and maintain a manual register for its employees, including 

the army forces. The system was good enough to meet the needs of those days. However, 

such an identification system is from a past era and cannot serve the needs of modern day 

Somalia.  Today Somalia requires new biometric-based identification infrastructure that 

could meet today’s digital world requirements. The National Identity Program will serve a 

modernising Somali population. It will help in development by building a digital identity 

infrastructure that: Registers the population of the country (citizens and eligible residents), 

Issues federal ID numbers and smart ID cards, Links government and government services 

with citizens, Links ID and Know Your Customer (KYC) verification needed by the financial 

sector to facilitate critical lifeline services, like remittances and mobile money payment 
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services. Enabling the Somali government to provide legal identity for all Somalis within a 

two year time frame is a very ambitious plan. Like any complex project of this type there are 

inherent risks, however, it is not impossible to achieve the stated goal; one person one vote 

by 2020(21), provided a few important preliminary steps are completed as soon as possible. 

The first and most important step is the formal, legal setting up of a Somali ID entity 

(whatever the title). This new independent agency will have to be established fast under a 

new Act or Presidential Decree. The infrastructure that will be managed by the technical 

aspects of the project, while complex and the timeframe too short, are still manageable, if 

there is an appropriate allocation of resources.  It is very clear that the Somali leadership is 

determined to accomplish the goal of one vote one person. This will not be possible unless 

credible action is taken by parliament or top leaders. Development of biometric-based 

identification infrastructure for the registration of all Somali citizens and eligible residents is 

currently in progress. The purpose of that program, reported in one of Dr Hersi’s papers, is 

to better serve the population and develop the country.  There are many benefits to the of 

unification of services, both for the government and for citizens. The government will be 

better placed to develop coordinated programs and services and to assess progress and 

access to those programs and service. Programs which would be enhanced through an 

National ID include; social service programs, financial and private sector services, document 

and property registrations, employment services, etc. Such service linkages will lead to 

improved services and good governance, as well as a greater ability to collect tax revenue.  

The new digital identity program will also play a fundamental and essential role in countering 

the following critical legal matters: 1.     Movement of criminals, 2.      Corruption and ghost 

employees, 3.     Tax evasion , 4.      Money laundering, 5.     Identity Fraud  

To implement this program, Somalia needs both financial and technical support, in 

particularly from International Donors. An issue mentioned in different ways by the 

members of the Somali government. Recently televised meeting of the Council of the 

Ministers (the Cabinet) chaired by President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo on October 18, 

he complained about the slow pace of the donors and called the Somali public for self-

reliance. That may cause some delays in implementing this project and many will rightly see 

this as a signal for looming crisis and lack of progress. 
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SCOPE OF THE PROJECT - Following the election of February 8th, 2017, the new government 

of President of Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo decided to introduce a modern and cost-

effective digital identity infrastructure. A team led by the Dr Hersi was tasked to analyze and 

identify the requirements as well as the best approach and solution to set up the program.  

The team developed this program for close to a year to come up with an appropriate identity 

solution for Somalia. In analyzing the needs and requirements of the system, members of 

the team visited several countries, and after an extensive analysis and consideration of many 

factors, the team decided to work with NADRA of Pakistan. Some of the deciding factors 

included: 1.     NADRA’s dual role as a software firm and implementer (NADRA runs 

enrolment centers and registers applicants in addition to being a Software Firm). 

2.     NADRA’s working experience in rural and hostile areas with undocumented citizens. 

3.     NADRA’s working experience with some African countries. 4.     Similarity of the fabric 

of the Pakistani and Somali people (tribal society spread in hostile rural areas and across 

borders). 5.     Pakistan’s long and porous borders with ethnic people across borders. 

6.     Unique knowledge and experience that NADRA could provide to Somalia. 7.     Project 

under the auspices of a G2G Agreement (Pakistan and Somalia). 8.     Offer of US$10.3 million 

grant for the procurement of hardware and software of the project. 9.     Reasonable project 

cost. The setup of the hardware and software by NADRA is expected to be completed by the 

end of 2018. A technical team from NADRA were in Mogadishu between July 8th and July 

18th, 2018, to formally commence the setup of the project. The project is now in full gear.  

Although the hardware and software resources and enrolment are important, there are 

other equally important components of the project that need to be carefully planned and 

financed. These include: 1.     The setup of the transitional bridging mechanism and the legal 

framework of the new agency. 2.     Technical training and expertise. 3.     Preparation of 

technical staff. 4.     New agency building and office setup. 5.     Coordination, preparation, 

and connection of the National ID Database with the discussed services. 6.     Enrolment 

budget. 7.     Mobilization of stakeholders. 8.     Planning maintenance and future support of 

the database, application software, hardware, and more  Adequate resources are needed to 

fully implement all components of the project. However, due to the limited budget of the 

government, donor contribution is necessary. Therefore, the remaining portions of this 

document will focus on the initial steps on how donors could assist in the implementation 

of the project.  
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DONOR CONTRIBUTION - Following the presentation, the World Bank organized a meeting 

with major donors on ways to support the setup of the planned digital identity 

infrastructure. Discussions focused on how the World Bank could: 1.     Facilitate, coordinate, 

and support from donors toward the implementation of the Somali National Identity 

Program. 2.     Support the preparation of the legal and regulatory framework of the new ID 

agency. 3.     Support the setup of a transitional bridging mechanism before ID agency is 

operational. 4.     Develop ways to coordinate among different applications/services that 

need to be connected with the National Identification Database. 5.     Coordinate activities, 

along with other donors, to provide financial support on setting up of offices, citizens 

enrolment, and other necessary resource. 6.     Develop means to assess and monitor 

progress. 7.     Provide technical support & expertise. Following the World Bank meeting, the 

Somali ID Project Team held also a meeting with USAID in Nairobi on July 19, 2018 to present 

the project. USAID advised that World Bank organize a donor conference to create a Basket 

Fund exclusively for Somali ID Project   

AMBITIOUS WORK IN PROGRESS -  Dr Hersi and his team are working on an ambitious 

workplan. The following tasks are in progress: 1.     Consultations are being made with 

different entities on the setup the new agency as well as its role and authority. 2.     An initial 

draft of the act to legalize the new agency is being prepared by local legal team. 

3.     Presidential decree on the "establishment of interim authority" is being discussed. 

4.      Required expertise and budgets are being determined. 5.     Meetings with Federal 

Member States and other stakeholders are being organized as well as media awareness 

campaigns. 6.     Meetings with donors are going on. 7.     TORs and training programs are 

being developed. 8.     Strategy and budget, for enrolment process, are being developed. 

9.     Design of the new agency building, and office setup are being discussed with engineers. 

10.  Overall project budget gaps are being estimated. 11.  Other pertinent matters relating 

to the development of the program are bing discussed  

The role of the planned identification system within the Somali National Data Infrastructure 

and the role it plays in the development of the country was also discussed.  Enrolment 

processes will begin in January 2019. The goal is to enrol 5 million citizens and eligible 

residents by the end of 2020. The system is expected to be managed by a new independent 

Federal Agency that will be established under a new Act or presidential decree. Under the 

EUTM - SOMALIA 07/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 20



 

 

program, the government will issue, free of charge, to citizens and eligible resident the 

following: A unique Federal ID Number (FIN),  Smart ID card, Civil Registry Documents. The 

FIN will be used in all federal documents that are issued to applicants. The FIN will be used 

for verification purposes and access to all government services and relevant private sector 

services. Why is a strong ID system important to Somalia? A strong ID system will 

unquestionably improve many areas of the government including the following: Revenue 

generation, Government services and fiscal savings, Financial inclusion, Accountability of 

public finance, planning and statistics. One major concern is the tight timeline; Year 2019 

(Jan to Dec), the project plan is to complete the setup of the legal authority, issue FIN and 

ID cards (2 Million), as well as issue civil registry documents (3 million). And during 2020 (Jan 

to Dec) to issue FIN and ID cards (3 Million) as well as issue civil registry documents (4 

million).  Although the Somali government has financial constraints, it seems that there is a 

political will and commitment at the highest office of the country.  Dr Hersi has managed to 

get attention from international partners and donors, and it seems he may have secured 

their contributions towards; Technical and financial support to help with enrolment, 

outreach and public awareness. The WB and other donors organised a donor conference to 

create a basket fund exclusively for Somali ID project, to ensure that the campaign to setup 

a single identity infrastructure in Somalia avoids overlapping of resources and efforts. 

Somalia is on its way to one vote one person. This brief paper provided a summary of the 

activities taking place towards achieving that goal. To conclude, it is pertinent to mention 

that the upcoming Somali election of 2020/2021 has also attracted a lot of attention from 

the Somalis in the diaspora. The recently formed Somali Concerned Citizens is just one of 

the Somali groups in the diaspora planning to lobby the Somali government and the 

international community to avoid the mistakes of the past elections. There are others 

looking into the Somali constitution and an interesting discussion at a recent workshop held 

at Australia’s Melbourne University law school. It seems there is nothing legally stopping 

Somalis is the diaspora to cast their vote in the upcoming elections. There is another group 

of Somalis working with Australia’s Swinburne University to look into credible and secure ICT 

solution for the upcoming Somali elections. Interesting times ahead as Somalia moves into 

one person one vote election in 2020/2021.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/nov/160982/one_person_one_vote_for_somalia_in_

2020_2011.aspx  
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Turkish Defense Ministry Delegation Set To Visit Mogadishu On Wednesday 

06 November -2018 

A high level delegation led by Turkish Defence Minister Hulusi Akar and his deputy and 

Armed Forces Chief Yassar Guler, are expected in Somali capital on Wednesday. According 

to sources, the main aim of the visit is to assess the needs of the Somali military and give 

necessary support to the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS). The delegation is scheduled 

to carry out similar assessment in Sudan and Libya to help strengthen military cooperation. 

The republic of Turkey has been a very close ally of the FGS since the high profile state visit 

of President Rajab Erdogan on August 2011 to show support for the victims of drought and 

famine in the country. Ankara has also enjoyed very close diplomatic and defence 

cooperation with Mogadishu.  

More than sixty Somali military officials were airlifted to Istanbul for expert training by 

Ankara some weeks ago, in an assignment of commitment by President Erdogan’s 

government in an effort to rebuild the quality of Somali armed forces. 

https://madmimi.com/p/15143d?fe=1&pact=6456564-148125777-5372507253-

87dfdb90ba032265aac2fb1313eb41c17b124c94 
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U.A.E. Military Base In Breakaway Somaliland To Open By June 

06 November 2018 

A United Arab Emirates military base in the self-declared republic of Somaliland will begin 

operating by June and include a coastal-surveillance system, according to a diplomat 

involved in talks for the facility. The U.A.E. is growing its military presence in the Horn of 

Africa to help protect trade flows through the Bab el-Mandeb strait, a key shipping lane used 

by oil tankers and other cargo vessels en route to the Suez Canal. Emirati footholds in 

Somaliland and Eritrea provide strategic locations as the U.A.E. supports the Saudi Arabia-

led war against Houthi rebels in Yemen. The surveillance system will be used to protect the 

base in the Somaliland port town of Berbera and monitor the territory’s 800-kilometer (500-

mile) coastline, former ambassador to the U.A.E. Bashe Awil Omar said. Pirates have hijacked 

vessels off Somaliland’s coast, including the seizure of a vessel in March 2017. “The U.A.E. 

military base will help the whole region -- piracy, illegal fishing, toxic dumping: we don’t have 

resources to watch our coast,” Bashe said in an interview in Somaliland’s main city of 

Hargeisa. “The U.A.E. has become the hub of the whole region in terms of trade. For the 

U.A.E. to secure that strategic position, it cannot do that if it does not secure the lifeline of 

trade.” 

The 42 square-kilometer (16 square-mile) facility will consist of a naval base and two parallel 

runways, he said. Situated adjacent to a port operated by state-owned DP World Ltd., its 

first runway of 4.9-kilometers is almost 60 percent complete, according to Bashe, who 

moved to the post of ambassador to Kenya in August. The U.A.E. is separately expected to 

train the Somaliland coastguard, Bashe said. “With the DP World development activity, we 

now hope to get a big piece of the cake,” Captain Abdullah Omar, an adviser to the 

Somaliland coastguard, said in an interview. “We are the only entity that has the legal right 

to police and implement the law of the sea on the Somaliland coast.” 

https://madmimi.com/p/15143d?fe=1&pact=6456564-148125777-5372507253-

87dfdb90ba032265aac2fb1313eb41c17b124c94  
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Deaf Children In Burao Face A Bleak Future Without A Secondary School 

05 November 2018 

Despite getting basic education to enable them to cope with their hearing impairment, the 

hopes of deaf children in Burao are being dashed by the lack of a specialized secondary 

school in their area. Burao School for the Deaf, which was established in 2010 and is run by 

the Somaliland education ministry, has had more than 100 children on its roll. 

The school has been trying to empower the children in preparation for future careers. 

However, there are currently more than 50 children who completed primary classes at the 

school who are now losing hope of furthering their education and ambitions, as there is no 

secondary school in the area catering for their needs. “Forty of those students who 

completed their primary education are staying at home in the town, while the remaining 14 

have returned to their homes in rural areas,” Ahmed Abdirahman Ismail, the head teacher 

of the school, told Radio Ergo. The school currently has 90 pupils, including 30 girls, who are 

drawn from Burao town and its outskirts. 

The school teaches children between eight and 16 years of age. Somaliland authorities have 

employed six qualified teachers for the school, which uses the Somaliland curriculum. The 

school administration submitted their concerns to the Somaliland ministry of education 

which runs the school. “We have submitted our concerns and proposal to establish a tertiary 

institution. There are efforts underway to address the challenges,” the head teacher stated. 

Asha Jama Ali is a parent of two children with hearing impairments. The two children, a boy, 

and a girl have been staying at home since they completed their primary education at Burao 

School for the Deaf in 2016. “This situation could ruin the future of these children. Their 

education is disrupted. I call for support to help these children pursue their secondary 

education,” Asha urged. Somaliland education ministry coordinator in Togdher region, 

Mohamud Hassan Eynanshe, said the ministry is planning to open a technical college in early 

2019 to equip deaf children with vocational skills. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-6-2018-daily-monitoring-report/  
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Spike in violence displaces 34,000 people in southern Somalia: UN  

November 6, 2018 - An upsurge in insecurity and conflict has displaced about 34,000 people 

in Lower Shabelle region, southern Somalia over the last few months, the UN said. Citing 

latest figures from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)-led protection and 

return monitoring network, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) said the majority of the displaced are women and children. OCHA said threats of new 

displacements remain due to the ongoing military activities in some of the areas, noting that 

those displaced have mainly sought refuge in urban and peri-urban areas of Mogadishu, 

Baidoa, Galkayo and Kismayo. "Despite the recent developments to calm the situation, the 

rise in displacement in Lower Shabelle has resulted in a significant increase in humanitarian 

needs within the region, where some areas are particularly hard-to-reach, and in Mogadishu, 

where most of the displaced have fled," OCHA said in its latest report released late Monday. 

The African Union and Somali forces have stepped up their military operations against the 

militants in southern Somalia in the recent past. The al-Qaida linked terrorist group al-

Shabab has also stepped up their onslaught on the government and AU mission's bases after 

being forced out of the capital and other major urban areas in Somalia by national and 

African Union forces. Targets have included hotels, military checkpoints, and the presidential 

palace. According to OCHA, information on the extent of the humanitarian impact in the 

areas of origin remains limited due to insecurity, limited humanitarian presence and access 

to some areas. It said the displaced populations live in dire conditions, noting that an 

increase in protection issues, particularly the restriction of movement, arbitrary arrests and 

civilian casualties and the destruction of properties and livelihood assets are major concerns. 

"Some IDPs in Mogadishu have also reportedly shown interest in returning home as soon as 

the security situation permits," OCHA said. According to UN, some 2.6 million people remain 

displaced in Somalia. Some of them have been displaced multiple times as the value of the 

land that hosted them rises and landowners seek other ways of exploiting their value.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161020/spike_in_violence_displaces_34_000_

people_in_southern_somalia_un.aspx  
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In Search of National Leaders in Somalia; the Misery of Khat Misuse in 

Somalia  

Thursday, November 1, 2018 

In my humble view, national leaders by nature 

must possess the foresight and ability to articulate 

a vision to strategically solve critical challenges 

facing their own respective societies. I’m sure 

many people are fully aware of how much I have 

trumpeted for years how Somalia has long been 

struggling with historical khat misuse and abuse; 

I’ve done so because as a former khat addict myself, it’s clear to me that this has long been 

a national epidemic that is proving to be a drain on Somalia GDP and is wasting the human 

capital and health of millions of Somali citizens. As you can imagine, this campaigning has 

come at a personal cost to me in several ways, but in the absence of political leadership on 

the issue from our elected representatives, this campaign (while successful in banning khat 

in Britain) has perhaps been the only way to keep the issue in the minds of the public and by 

extension, a way to exert some form of pressure on our leaders to do just that; assume 

leadership on the issue.  Yet the response of the Somali government under Prime Minister 

Hassan Ali Khaire has been found wanting and confused. In fairness to him, this floundering 

approach is much in keeping with several of his contemporaries and illustrious predecessors, 

many of whom were plucked from obscurity as laypeople before being thrust into the 

political arena. As is often the case, the unsuspecting Somali public were served up with 

popular campaign slogans and empty platitudes that promised much. Again as is often the 

case, assuming reins of power somehow seems have brought about a collective bout of 

amnesia on the part of our leaders with regards to their bombastic campaign promises. What 

will it take to buck the trend and make the political class sit up and take notice? 

What we have witnessed is inability to fully comprehend the key dangers facing our nation 

and societies. In my view, a society that is slowly wasting away through completely self 
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inflicted wounds, undergoing a slow painful death – without the desperately needed 

leadership concerned with formulating a credible comprehensive plan to respond to these 

dangers facing our nation. In my experience there has been more focus given to the concerns 

of khat cartels in Somalia and Kenya; hijacking our national policy and with it the future 

health and prospect of nation and our vulnerable citizens. In most recent 2018 President 

Uhuru Kenyatta of Kenya personally flew into Mogadishu to lobby on behalf of Meru County 

and Kenyan Khat cartels to have a temporary khat ban reversed quickly in Somalia to protect 

his country’s khat traders. While these leaders act on behalf of their citizens robustly, our 

leaders fail our citizens miserably by succumbing to diplomatic pressure from others, 

guaranteeing a continuation of national misery on our country and societies. It therefore 

begs the following questions: in whose interests are our leaders working in? If not the very 

people they took an oath to protect, who or what exactly are they afraid of?  The irony is 

that the Somali Governments mantra has been Nabad iyo Nolol and the availability/usage of 

Khat is completely counter-productive to this vision – yet our leaders have so far failed to 

connect the dots between their vision and the instability associated with Khat usage across 

our society: It is self evident that khat usage is counter-productive to our nation’s health, 

stability and prosperity of the nation. It is therefore relevant for President H.E. Mohamed 

Abdullahi Farmajo and H.E. Prime Minister Hassan Ali Kheire to the use this historical 

opportunity of Nabad iyo Nolol to re-focus their agenda on the issue of Khat use and abuse 

in Somalia: Such timely intervention will no doubt have a profound effect on our peace 

buildings efforts, our economy and beyond. Our nation’s leaders must envision and 

articulate actionable national plans that can cement a lasting legacy for our society. They 

must use the political capital at their disposal by channelling the will of the Somali people to 

inspire historical change. For this happen, they must go empty, vacuous political slogans and 

re-focus their commitment to a national social policy that once enacted, has the potential 

to realise a monumental change in Somalia. If the wheels can be put in motion towards 

taking real steps to deal with khat abuse in Somalia, I will be the first to happily eat my words 

and admit that Messrs Farmajo and Khaire have taken real tangible steps towards the very 

Nabad iyo Nolol for which Somalia continues to yearn after so long  

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/nov/160936/in_search_of_national_leaders_in_soma

lia_the_misery_of_khat_misuse_in_somalia.aspx 
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Global Khat (Plant) Market Outlook 2018-2025: Djibouti, Kenya, Uganda, 

Ethiopia, Somalia, Yemen  

November 7, 2018  

The global “Khat (Plant) market” report is a 

meticulous study of the global Khat (Plant) 

market illustrating the up-to-date details in the 

market. It also predicts the growth of industry 

in the next few years. The Khat (Plant) report 

evaluates various aspects that describe the 

volume as well as the growth of the global Khat 

(Plant) market. Additionally, it provides a 

determined business outlook of the market 

along with the summary of some of the leading market players. In this report, the global 

Khat (Plant) market is valued at USD XX million in 2017 and is expected to reach USD XX 

million by the end of 2023, growing at a CAGR of XX% between 2018 and 2023. The 

prominent players in the global Khat (Plant) market are Djibouti, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, 

Somalia, Yemen, Israel. 

The global Khat (Plant) report covers the revenue segmentation, product contributions, and 

business overview of the leading players in the Khat (Plant) market. It utilizes the latest 

developments in the global Khat (Plant) market to evaluate the market share of the 

prominent market players in the upcoming period. The report features the strong points and 

limitations of the well-known players through SWOT analysis. It also assesses their growth 

in the market. Additionally, the global Khat (Plant) market report covers the major product 

categories and segments Plant, Plant Extract along with their application and sub-segments 

Drug, Other in detail. 

The assessment is predicted with the help of in-depth market research. It also features the 

impact of Porter’s Five Forces on the market expansion. The Khat (Plant) market study 

analyzes the global Khat (Plant) market in terms of revenue [USD Million] and size [k MT]. 
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Further, the report analyzes the global Khat (Plant) market based on the product type and 

consumer segments. It also calculates the growth of each segment in the Khat (Plant) market 

over the predicted time. 

Read Detailed Index of Full Research Study at: 

www.qymarketresearch.com/report/213263#report-details 

The global Khat (Plant) research report presents data collected from various regulatory 

organizations to assess the growth of every segment. In addition, the study also assesses the 

global Khat (Plant) market on the basis of the geography. It analyzes the micro and 

macroeconomic factors affecting the market growth in each region. The global Khat (Plant) 

market is further bifurcated on the basis of the regions Latin America, Asia Pacific, North 

America, Europe, and the Middle East & Africa too. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161027/global_khat_plant_market_outlook_201

8_2025_djibouti_kenya_uganda_ethiopia_somalia_yemen.aspx 
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