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Amisom on the spot over killing of four civilians in Somalia 

Nov. 08, 2018  

The African Union Mission in Somalia is on the spot 

over the alleged killing of four civilians in a 

retaliatory attack . 

The four were killed on Tuesday in the Heliwaa 

district of the Somali capital Mogadishu. 

Eyewitnesses told the human rights body that they 

saw Amisom’s Burundi soldiers open fire on the four unarmed men at close range. 

The Burundi troops had been travelling in a convoy from Maslah when they ran over an 

improvised explosive device (IED) that exploded as they drove past the Ex-Control, Balaad 

neighborhood in Heliwaa. Amnesty while condemning the killings, called for investigations 

to be carried out into the incident and want the soldiers responsible brought to book. 

"These shocking killings by soldiers who are supposed to protect civilians must be thoroughly 

and impartially investigated by Amisom, with those responsible held to account," Sarah 

Jackson, Amnesty International’s deputy director for East Africa said. 

The rights group said it was disturbing that forces trained to counter threats to civilians have 

turned against the people they are supposed to protect. Amisom responded to the incident 

saying investigations have already been launched. 

"Amisom regrets the loss of lives and sends its condolences to the bereaved families. We 

will not relent until the truth about this incident is known and justice is done," an Amisom 

statement read. The four bodies were taken to the Banadir hospital morgue 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/11/08/amisom-on-the-spot-over-killing-of-four-

civilians-in-somalia_c1847282 
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Uhuru: KDF won’t leave Somalia soon 

November 9, 2018 

The government will not relent the war on 

radicalisation and terrorism until it ensures 

national security and safety, President Uhuru 

Kenyatta assured yesterday. 

He also lauded the Kenya Defence Forces 

(KDF) for unwavering service to the country in the wake of threats posed by external forces. 

Speaking during the passing out parade at the Recruits’ Training School at Moi Barracks in 

Eldoret, the President maintained that his government will continue to retain KDF troops in 

Somalia due to threats posed by al Shabaab militia until lasting peace is attained in the war-

torn country. 

The troops, he said, will not return until Somalia attains sustainable peace and stability. 

“I continue to laud efforts of KDF in the fight against terrorism both in Somalia and at home 

as part of the multi-agency forces currently in Boni Forest,” he said, adding that the country 

has lost some gallant soldiers in the line of duty. The President was accompanied by Defence 

Cabinet Secretary Raychelle Omamo, the Chief of Defence Forces General Samson 

Mwathethe, service commanders and Uasin Gishu Governor Jackson Mandago among other 

dignitaries. He urged Kenyans to support KDF in their quest to fight security challenges 

perpetrated by terror groups targeting innocent Kenyans. 

“Terrorism is still a major threat and my government is determined to eliminate,” said 

Uhuru. 

http://www.mediamaxnetwork.co.ke/483784/uhuru-kdf-wont-leave-somalia-soon/ 
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Car bombing kills lawmaker in Somali capital 

08.11.2018  

Bomb placed under local parliamentarian's car exploded, police say 

A car bombing in the Somali capital killed two 

people, including a lawmaker, and wounded 

another on Thursday, officials said. 

The bombing near London Gate restaurant in 

Hamarwayne district of Mogadishu killed Abdiweli 

Ibrahim Mohamed, a local parliamentarian. 

Abdiqadar Hassan, a police officer, told Anadolu Agency over the phone: "The lawmaker and 

other person were killed after a bomb planted under his car exploded near London Gate." 

The wounded civilian has been rushed to the hospital and an investigation into the incident 

is underway, he added. 

Somali-based insurgent group al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for the attack. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/car-bombing-kills-lawmaker-in-somali-capital/1306476 
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Somali govt warns UN against interference in country’s internal affairs  

Thursday November 8, 2018 

MOGADISHU (HOL) – Somali government 

warned the United Nations against 

interference in the country’s internal 

politics, in the first direct jab at the UN amid 

difference over the forthcoming regional 

elections in the Southwest State which is 

scheduled to take on Nov. 17. 

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the United Nations’ Somalia mission warned that 

events unfolding in the last few days in the region, including the ‘divisions among the 

stakeholders’, ahead of the upcoming presidential election have the potential to lead to 

violence. 

The statement which had apparently infuriated Somali officials could establish precedent for 

political clashes with the United Nation, with the country’s national security adviser warned 

the UN to stop ‘interference in internal affairs’. 

“Do not interfere in the internal affairs of Somalia…this attitude is unwelcome!.” said 

Abdisaid M. Ali, writing on Twitter in replying to the statement by the UNSOM, the UN’s 

mission for Somalia. 

UNSOM is yet to comment on the warning by the official which comes amid recent 

complaints by Somali officials over perceived interfere by the UN in matters related to the 

country’s federal states. According to Nicholas Haysom, the UN envoy for Somalia, there is 

a real need to set the precedent for credible and peaceful electoral processes in the regional 

election and called on all stakeholders to collaborate in ensuring a positive outcome. 
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Mr.Haysom’s statement comes following the resignation of the Southwest’s long-serving 

powerful president Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden who has also pulled out of his presidential 

race Wednesday, just days before the region holds the much-awaited election. 

Aden who had been in power since 2014 has announced his resignation in Baidoa and 

declined to give further details despite reports that he was under pressure by the 

government which could have prompted him to resign. His resignation followed days of 

speculations that he was contemplating to quit after the region’s electoral commissioners 

including the chairman have resigned from their posts in a surprise move that observers said 

preceded a political ploy by Mr. Sharif to delay the election in the face of pressing challenges 

by allied rival candidates who are reportedly vying to unseat him. 

The resignation of the former Somali parliament speaker also brought a sigh of relief for the 

central government which considered him as a political threat due to his political influence 

within the opposition regional states’ bloc which is locked in a tough political challenge with 

the government of which he played a key role. According to analysts, his departure had also 

dealt a blow to the opposition regional states and will make it easier for the government to 

install its own favorite leader into the region which is expected to elect a new leader in a few 

weeks. 

He had been involved in the Southwest’s politics since it was re-established as a Federal 

Member State of Somalia in 2009. Critics accused of him of ruling with iron fist and bribery, 

prompting demands for a new era of change with the need for more accountable and 

transparent leader. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161042/somali_govt_warns_un_against_inter

ference_in_country_s_internal_affairs.aspx 
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Abdullahi Sheikh Hassan Steps Down As CIC Spokesman 

08 November 2018 

The recently appointed spokesman of the Council of Interstate Cooperation (CIC) Abdullahi 

Sheikh Hassan has stepped down less than a month after his appointment. Hassan was 

appointed on 12 October as the spokesman of the CIC after HirShabelle President Mohamed 

Abdi Waare broke ranks with his regional colleagues. 

Speaking to reporters in Baidoa, Abdullahi said his decision followed the resignation of South 

West regional President, Sharif Sheikh Hassan, who was the chairperson of the Council: “I’ve 

stepped down as the council’s spokesperson following the resignation of the council’s 

chairman,” said Abdullahi, who hailed the outgoing South West President for his brave 

decision to step down. 

The outgoing president handed over office to the state’s regional assembly speaker 

Abdulkadir Sharif Sheikhuna, who will act as the region’s president until a new president is 

elected for the state. The resignation of President Hassan follows a charged political 

atmosphere in the region following mass resignation of the state’s electoral commission 

members, tasked with the duty of presiding over the forthcoming presidential poll. 

The development in Baidoa appears to serve as a major political victory for the Federal 

Government, which has recently been embroiled in a heightened political rift with the 

leaders of the regional states. The embattled Council of Interstate Cooperation (CIC) is yet 

to comment on the developments in Baidoa. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-8-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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President Farmaajo Meets With Speaker Mursal Following The Resignation Of 

Sharif Hassan 

08 November 2018 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed ‘Farmaajo’ has held an urgent meeting with the 

Speaker of the Lower House, Mohamed Mursal Sheikh Abdirahman, barely hours after the 

resignation of South West President Sharif Hassan Sheikh Adan. According to a state-run 

radio, the two leaders held a closed-door meeting at Villa Somalia, during which they 

discussed a wide range of issues including the country’s latest political situation and stepping 

up cooperation among various arms of government. 

However, sources indicate the duo’s main discussions centred on the situation in South West 

following the resignation of Adan, which has complicated the political situation in Baidoa. 

While it has not yet officially commented on Adan’s resignation, the Farmaajo-led 

administration is believed to consider his departure as a big accomplishment in its campaign 

to undermine the power of regional authorities. 

Having dispatched several of its men to Baidoa to contest for the upcoming elections, and 

arm twisted President Adan into pulling out of the polls, things are now apparently moving 

on well in favour of the central government. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-8-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somalia: What Next for Maverick Politician Sharif Aden? 

The political crisis that hit South West State ahead of the November 17 regional presidential 

elections may finally have come to an end with the shocking announcement by the region's 

leader that he had tendered his resignation and will not be vying to retain his seat. Are we 

witnessing the end of a political era in one of the most influential politicians in post civil war 

Somalia? 

Aden has in his 16 years in politics proven to be a mover and shaker, a schemer and a king 

maker. Like the proverbial cat with nine lives Aden managed to dodge attempts to have him 

impeached by the regional parliament. In November 2017 an attempt to table a vote of no 

confidence by regional Mps flopped. Sharif had been accused of incompetence. His influence 

was seen last Tuesday when 15 members of the South West electoral commission resigned 

on grounds that the Farmaajo administration was interfering with the polls. The resignation 

threw the polls in to a dispensary with questions been raised whether they will be held or 

not. 

Aden was elected as the South West president in November 2014. 

Born in Bardale district of Bakool Region in the year 1946, Sharif Hasan joined the politics in 

2004 when he was elected as the speaker of parliament at a reconciliation conference held 

in Nairobi, Kenya. He held that post until 2007. Immediately after the formation of the 

Transitional Federal Government of Somalia in Kenya headed by President Abdullahi Yusuf 

Ahmed, Sharif Hassan fell out with president Abdullahi over the issue of deploying front 

states peacekeeping troops to Somalia. Then the parliament split into two groups. 

Even after 152 MPs in May 2005 adopted a resolution making provision that the city of 

Baidao or Jowhar will the seat of the government and that front line states can send 

peacekeeping forces to Somalia, this included Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti Aden termed it 

null and void. 
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On 22 June 2005 Yemen managed to arbitrate between President Yusuf and Aden and the 

two met in Sanaa. 

Sharif would later sogn a political deal with Mogadishu based warlords as President Yusuf 

and Prime Minister Ali Gedi resettled back to Somalia from Kenya. Ilhan Omar Makes History 

As The First Somali - America Elected To Congress Somalia Govt Says Delay Of South West 

Polls Will Not Be Accepted Amid Resignations By Electoral Comm Members 

June 5 2005 Sharif Hassan and President Abdullahi sign an accord mediated by Yemeni 

president Ali Abdalle Salah. He would later return to Mogadishu with allied warlords who 

were Mps and some Ministers. Sharif would chair parliament in Baidoa. Aden would later 

fall off with President Yusuf over disagreement on the government negotiating with the 

Islamic Courts Union which was now in control of the capital Mogadishu and much of 

Southern Somalia except Baidoa the seat of TFG. Yusuf declined to meet face to face with 

ICU while Aden pushed for a meeting. June 2006 an agreement between TFG and ICU was 

signed but the rift between President Yusuf and Aden continued leading to Mps impeaching 

their Speaker. 183 Mps voted against Aden only 8 backed the embattled Speaker. In 

September 2007 Sharif led some MPs out of the country and established a group called Free 

Parliament and make his base in Asmara Eritrea forming an opposition group with ICU leader 

Sheikh Sharif in 2007 called Somali Re-liberation and Reconciliation Alliance where by Sheik 

Sharif became the chair while Sharif Hassan became his deputy. 

Aden was in February 2009 was appointed Finance Minister then Prime Minister Omar 

Abdirashid of president Sheikh Sharif government. He would later be elected as Speaker for 

the second time in May 2010 serving until August 2012. 

The politician was instrumental in the formation of the South West State in 2014 He served 

as an MP in the Federal Parliament before he was elected President of South West State in 

2014. Analysts are now closely with monitoring to know what next after the long time 

politician Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden known for his maneuverings in national and regional 

politics finally called it quits. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201811080509.html 
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AU commends Ghanaian Police Contingent in Somalia 

Nov 08 , 2018  

The presence of personnel of the Ghana 

Police Service in Somalia has greatly 

contributed to the prevailing peace in the 

volatile country, the Head of the African 

Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), 

Ambassador Francisco Caetano Jose 

Madeira, has stated. 

According to him, police officers from Ghana "are very professional and hardworking. They 

are playing a key role in capacity building of the Somali Police, mentoring them and 

supporting restoration of rule of law in different parts of the country”. Mr Madeira made 

the commendation during an interaction with 13 journalists from Ghana and Nigeria who 

are on a field visit to Somalia at the invitation of AMISOM. Ghana currently has a contingent 

of 37 individual police officers (IPOs) serving with AMISOM, a vital institution to the 

advancement of security in Somalia. Other members of the AMISOM are Nigeria, Uganda, 

Kenya, Sierra Leone and Zambia.  In all there are 718 AMISOM personnel from the six 

contributing countries serving in Somalia. 

GRATITUDE - Mr Madeira, who is also the Special Representative of the Chairperson of the 

African Union Commission (SRCC) for Somalia, expressed gratitude of the AU to the 

participating countries “for providing us with officers with the right skills” to help the war 

torn country in its rebuilding process. He also described the police personnel as heroes in 

the war environment, adding that the personnel have become the “darling of everyone and 

the people of Somali are appreciative of them.  They have good levels of qualification and 

knowledge and the efficiency with which they handle their duties is just exceptional.”  

AMISOM - A decade-long civil war was sparked by rival clan warlords in Somalia in 1991 

following the ousting of President Mohamed Siad Barre who headed a coup in 1969. His 
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reign was characterised by persecutions, jailing and torture of political opponents and 

dissidents. As part of processes to create a stable environment for post-conflict recovery, 

AMISOM was formed by the African Union (AU) Peace and Security Council on January 19, 

2007. It was mandated to stabilise the situation in Somalia to create conditions for 

humanitarian activities and a transfer of authority to the UN after six months. 

However, the UN did not take over the mission. And over the years, their mandate has since 

been expanded to include support for the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) to reduce 

threats posed by al-Shabaab and other armed opposition groups. It also supports the FGS in 

expanding control over the national territory and assisting in establishing conditions for 

effective and legitimate governance across Somalia. 

https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/au-commends-ghanaian-police-contingent-

in-somalia.html 
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Turkish defense minister arrives in Somali capital  

A Turkish delegation led by Defense 

Minister Hulusi Akar arrived in Somalia 

capital Mogadishu on Wednesday. 

Hulusi Akar, and his delegation was 

received by Somali Prime Minister Hassan 

Ali Khaire and other senior government officials at Adan Adde International Airport in 

Mogadishu. 

“I'm glad to welcome Turkish Minister of Defense Hulusi Akar, a close friend of Somalia; 

heartening to hear him repeat Turkey’s firm commitment to stand by Somalia not only 

through the good times but also the tough times,” Khaire wrote on Twitter. 

Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed received the delegation at the presidential 

palace. 

“I want to thank our brotherly Turkish government for the work and support for our armed 

forces rebuilding process,” Mohamed said following a meeting with the delegation. 

The Turkish defense minister said his government will continue its support to Somalia. 

“We will continue our commitments with Somalia and provide support in rebuilding Somali 

National Army,” Akar said. 

Turkey has been the biggest supporter of Somalia for years and has its biggest embassy in 

Africa in Mogadishu. Turkey also runs the only modern military training facility in Somalia 

which trains Somali armed forces. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/turkish-defense-minister-arrives-in-somali-capital-/1305475 
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Over 100 Somalis From Libya To Arrive In Mogadishu 

07 November 2018 

Over 100 Somali returnees from Libya are expected to arrive in the capital city of Mogadishu. 

According to reliable sources who spoke to Halbeeg News, the International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) is helping 17 Somali migrants to voluntarily return home from Libya. 

About 124 Somali migrants, who faced months of confinement in detention centers in the 

North African country, were expected to arrive in Mogadishu later on Wednesday. For the 

last four years, Libya has become a major transit point for migrants from Africa and the 

Middle East, who are trying to get to Europe to flee from political instability and violence at 

home and for better economic opportunities as well. 

Since 2014, more than 600,000 people have crossed the central Mediterranean to Italy. But 

the number of illegal migrants housed in Libyan detention centers has risen dramatically this 

year since armed groups in the western city of Sabratha began preventing boats from 

departing for Europe. After clashes in Sabratha in September, thousands of migrants held 

near the coast were transferred to detention centers under the nominal control of the U.N.-

backed government in Tripoli. However, Amnesty International said in December 2017 that 

up to 20,000 people were being held in detention centers and were subject to “torture, 

forced labor, extortion, and unlawful killings.” 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-8-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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How We Work To Solve Somalia’s Eviction Crisis 

08 November 2018 

Since January 2018, over 234,000 people have been forcibly removed from their homes in 

Somalia. In August this year, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) warned that the number 

of evictions was nearly twice the number of the same period last year. Many people have 

been made homeless multiple times. Fleeing conflict and drought: Aden is a 69-year-old 

father of six and displaced in his home country. In 2015, armed conflict and drought forced 

Aden and his family to flee their town in southern Somalia. They arrived in the outskirts of 

Mogadishu, where they lived in an informal settlement for two years. Aden started selling 

samosas to earn a living. 

Prolonged drought and violent conflict, combined with the lack of access to essential 

services in varying parts of Somalia, have forced many to migrate from rural to urban areas. 

This has created many new settlements, especially in Mogadishu. The city hosts more than 

600,000 internally displaced people – a third of the total figure in Somalia. 

In the early hours of the morning a little over a year ago, Aden was preparing samosas in the 

kitchen when armed men came to the settlement and ordered everyone to leave. “We had 

not had any warning.” The men started arguing with the settlement leader and some of them 

opened fire. Three stray bullets hit Aden. “I didn’t realise I was shot until things calmed 

down. By then, I had lost much blood and was rushed to the hospital.” 

Rapidly growing cities; Cities in Somalia are already struggling to address the needs of their 

poorer populations. With the migration from rural areas, a sizeable population of Somalia’s 

farmers and pastoralists have come to live in cities where they have trouble finding a 

livelihood. This is a cause of concern for rapidly growing cities and Somalia’s key agricultural 

economy. What used to be considered seasonal rural-urban migration has increasingly 

become a permanent move to cities as rural livelihoods have been destroyed by recurrent 

and protracted droughts and violent conflict since the collapse of the government in 1990. 

EUTM - SOMALIA 09/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 15

https://sable.madmimi.com/c/13341?id=6473740.71945.1.e217b9b19f6dc9b2e0a8e4a3106bcbb0
https://sable.madmimi.com/c/13341?id=6473740.71945.1.e217b9b19f6dc9b2e0a8e4a3106bcbb0


 

 

Settlements such as the one Aden and his family were living in are usually in the outskirts of 

the city. As population density rises in Mogadishu, displaced people and urban poor are 

being pushed further out – and with every kilometre they go, the chances of exploitation 

increase. It was only a few months after he was released from the hospital that we 

encountered Aden. The bullets had struck him in his right leg leaving him unable to walk 

without a cane. He spent over two months in the hospital and was discharged when he could 

no longer afford it. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-8-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Ten years on, is Somali piracy still a threat?  

07 Nov 2018  

On 6 November the United Nations (UN) Security Council renewed the authorisation for 

international naval forces to carry out anti-piracy measures off Somalia’s coast. It is now 10 

years since the first resolution was passed in 2008 to respond to piracy and robbery against 

humanitarian and commercial ships in the region. 

At the time, piracy was considered a major threat to both local and global peace and security. 

Since then, and especially since 2013, the number of attacks and hijackings has dropped. 

Recent incidents have however raised concerns over the long-term sustainability of counter-

piracy measures and whether enough is being done on land to increase the resilience of 

Somali communities and prevent a resurgence of piracy. 

In the most recent attack on 16 October, four men attempted to board the bulk carrier MV 

KSL Sydney around 340 nautical miles (630km) off the coast of Mogadishu, opening fire on 

the ship. The pirates aborted the attack after private security guards on board returned fire. 

The European Union Naval Force, as part of Operation Atalanta, tracked down and destroyed 

a whaler ship believed to have been that of the attackers. 

This is only the second piracy attack off the coast of Somalia reported this year, which is 

dramatically down from the 160 piracy incidents reported during the height of the problem 

in 2011. 

The long-term success of counter-piracy measures depends on a stable and unified Somali 

state 

The attack’s failure shows that current counter-piracy tactics on board vessels, prescribed 

by the latest iteration of Best Management Practices, remain effective at preventing pirates 

from boarding and capturing vessels. The aim of these best practices is to address the 
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vulnerabilities often exploited by pirates, thereby significantly increasing the risks for 

pirates. 

The recent UN secretary-general’s report on piracy and armed robbery off Somalia’s coast 

attributes the low number of attacks to successful global collaboration and the ongoing work 

of regional organisations like the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia. 

The report also cites the continued enforcement measures of international naval forces, and 

the extensive military, naval and donor support of the international community. Navies, 

either in coordination with the European Union Naval Force and the Combined Maritime 

Forces, or deployed outside of them such as South Africa’s Operation Copper, help disrupt 

pirate activities. 

Despite these short-term successes, the international community’s attempts to address the 

root causes of piracy in Somalia itself, through capacity building initiatives and donor 

activities, are not yet effective enough. 

While many of Somalia’s pirate foot soldiers languish in jail, the kingpins remain at large 

The secretary-general’s report lists notable successes in counter-piracy efforts by the Somali 

government, but says the root causes of piracy still need to be fully addressed. Among them 

are poverty and a lack of employment opportunities in Somalia’s coastal communities, as 

well as a lack of legal, governance and maritime infrastructure. 

The activities of pirate groups must be understood in the broader context of Somalia’s 

ongoing crisis. The crisis has allowed the root causes for the emergence and proliferation of 

these groups to continue for two reasons. 

First, competition between political factions in Somalia has left poverty unaddressed. This 

undermines sustainable development and the creation of economic alternatives. People are 

drawn to piracy and other illegal activities with the promise of, if not wealth, a stable income. 

Somalia is mired in a zero-sum internal political struggle, with federal states and groups 

competing for power and resources in the areas they are able to govern. Political stability in 

Somalia would allow for economic alternatives to illegal activities.   
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Second, according to the recent report by the Centre for Military Studies from the University 

of Copenhagen, some of the criminal networks responsible for piracy are still around. While 

many so-called pirate foot soldiers languish in jail, the ‘kingpins’ remain at large. 

Puntland has taken effective counter-piracy measures to drive away pirate groups and 

secure the coast 

The report argues that pirate groups shifted their focus away from piracy towards more 

profitable illegal activities. For these criminal networks, the defining factor is opportunity 

and revenue. While navies stationed in the region can increase the risks and costs for pirates, 

they don’t get involved in the prosecution of human trafficking, arms smuggling and other 

illegal activities. In the absence of criminal justice, the groups continue to profit by other 

means. 

A more coherent regional effort to address smuggling would help stop the money flow that 

fuels these groups. However, situations such as Yemen’s ongoing war create ungoverned 

spaces for criminal networks to function and prosper. 

The conditions needed for long-term solutions to piracy remain absent. At the core of the 

problem is Somalia’s dependency on the presence of foreign navies and international 

support for stability and security. Somalia doesn’t have the capacity to handle the issue 

without foreign help. Comprehensive counter-piracy efforts must keep the pressure on 

pirate groups while addressing the root causes that enable these networks to emerge. 

Puntland has been successfully fighting piracy since 2008. Once a centre of pirate activity, 

the federal state has taken proactive and effective counter-piracy measures – like 

establishing a maritime police force – to drive away pirate groups and secure the coast. This 

has driven the network to the nearby autonomous region of Galmudug. Puntland’s success 

story may help shape and define a Somali-owned approach to counter-piracy. But long-term 

achievements depend on a stable and unified Somali state. As long as the root causes of 

pirate groups are not addressed, the threat of a resurgence in piracy will hover on the 

horizon. 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/ten-years-on-is-somali-piracy-still-a-threat 
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Somalia’s cheetah smuggling ring  

09 Nov 2018  

Africa’s big cats are being trafficked to 

rich households in the Middle East who 

want ‘something more exotic’ 

Campaigners are calling for urgent 

cross- border action to halt the illegal 

trafficking of cheetah cubs from the 

Horn of Africa into wealthy Gulf states, where the animals are kept as pets and traded and 

paraded on social media sites. 

In the past two months, 11 cheetah cubs have been rescued in three raids by the authorities 

in Somaliland, an autonomous region inside Somalia, which has become a main trafficking 

route for cheetahs out of East Africa into the Middle East. Technology firms have made 

public commitments to crack down on their sites being used by illegal wildlife traders, but 

the online platforms remain awash with adverts for endangered animals, including cheetahs. 

“The rising trade in cheetahs and other animals for luxury pets in the Middle East is helping 

to drive critical populations of wildlife to extinction in Somaliland and North and East Africa,” 

said Shukri Ismail, Somaliland’s environment minister. The rescued cheetahs are being cared 

for by Somaliland vets and the Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF), a Namibian research and 

lobby institution, which has 14 cubs in a temporary “safe house” in the capital, Hargeisa. 

Since the CCF began working with the Somali-land government in 2011, it has intercepted 

more than 50 attempts to traffic cheetahs. But, said the CCF’s assistant director of Illegal 

Wildlife Trade, Patricia Tricorache: “We believe as many as 300 cheetahs are smuggled from 

Africa into the Middle East every year.” She said the animals are usually smuggled across the 

Gulf of Aden to Yemen and then taken to Saudi Arabia and beyond. 

Luxury pets 

EUTM - SOMALIA 09/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 20

https://mg.co.za/article/2018-11-09-00-somalias-cheetah-smuggling-ring
https://mg.co.za/article/2018-11-09-00-somalias-cheetah-smuggling-ring


 

 

In the United Arab Emirates (UAE), many owners of big cats and primates post pictures of 

themselves and their animals on social media sites, sometimes posing with celebrities. In 

August this year, for example, a newly opened café in an upmarket suburb of Dubai shared 

videos on its Instagram feed of a cheetah eating meat off its floor after a customer brought 

the animal inside. Tim Husband, the technical director at the new Dubai Safari Park, 

estimates there are as many 3 000 big cats kept domestically in the UAE. “It’s a status thing,” 

he said.  

“People already have a fast car so they want something else, something more exotic.” The 

images posted by the UAE’s super-rich could not be further away from the harsh reality of 

the cubs’ capture by traffickers, the grim conditions of their journeys and their slim chance 

of long-term survival. Daniel Stiles, a Kenya-based independent wildlife consultant, said 

more needed to be done to discourage people from keeping pets like cheetahs. “You need 

to stop the demand and that means addressing cultural aspects,” he said. “Animals like 

cheetahs are status symbols and as long as they are regarded as such, people will still want 

to have them.” 

The UAE is taking steps to clamp down on exotic pets. Since January last year it has been 

illegal to own, breed and trade cheetahs and other animals, including snakes and primates. 

Federal Law 22 is a regional first and has been widely praised by animal welfare campaigners. 

Hiba Al Shehhi, acting director of biodiversity at the UAE’s ministry of climate change and 

environment, said that “cracking down on the illicit wildlife trade is one of the government’s 

top priorities” and that it had been partnering in awareness campaigns in schools, shopping 

malls and airports in a bid to change attitudes towards exotic pets. Dubai’s customs officers 

have received training and detection equipment to help them to spot wild animals being 

smuggled into the country. Al Shehhi said that UAE border officers seized 11 cheetahs (out 

of a total of 21 big cats) between 2013 and 2017 and that the ministry was developing an 

“integrated system for reporting and tracing wildlife violation cases”. 

Thriving black market 

It is still possible — and legal — to get a private zoo licence in the UAE, and a number of 

wealthy families continue to keep exotic pets. And, despite the new law and its threat of stiff 

fines (up to R1.9-million) and imprisonment, a thriving online market for big cats and other 

now-banned animals, such as monkeys, snakes and crocodiles, continues. 
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A search revealed scores of UAE-based animal dealers selling a variety of animals on 

Instagram and WhatApp groups. For example, a female cheetah was advertised for R156  

000, a tiger cub for R156  000, a serval for R183  000, a meerkat for R19  000, a slow loris for 

R11 700, a baboon for R15 600, a young monkey for R9 700, a hyena cub for R58  000 and an 

albino python for R7 000. In several cases, the online posts could be clearly linked by phone 

numbers, branding and Google map locations to licensed pet shops in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and 

other Emirates. 

An independent data analysis of the online cheetah trade by a wildlife crime agency (it 

cannot be named because the work was done pro bono for CCF) published in September, 

found that between February 2012 and July this year, 1 367 cheetahs were offered for sale 

in 906 adverts on various websites and social media channels. Instagram accounted for 77% 

of all adverts, with the rest appearing on YouTube and other local classified sites. Almost 

two-thirds of the adverts were linked to Saudi Arabia and the top four sellers appeared to 

be located there, and 10.8% were associated with the UAE. Al Shehhi said the ministry had 

partnered with the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority to monitor online sales, but 

said that most of the adverts were “posted by fake channels outside of the country”. She 

said 60% of “such content” had been taken down. She didn’t say how the percentage was 

calculated. 

Instagram and its parent company Facebook (which also owns WhatsApp) are among the 

companies that, earlier this year, joined the Global Coalition to End Wildlife Trafficking 

Online, along with organisations such as the World Wildlife Fund, which aims to reduce 

wildlife trafficking online by 80% by 2020. An Instagram statement said: “Our community 

standards do not allow for poaching or the sale of endangered species or their parts, and we 

remove this material as soon as we are aware of it … We have systems in place to prevent 

the sale of illegal goods, and do not allow ads around the sale of endangered animals.” Last 

year the photo-sharing site launched a pop-up content advisory warning triggered by 

hashtags associated with the sale of endangered animals and animal abuse. But the system 

does not have a setting for Arabic language posts, and in two months of monitoring UAE-

based Instagram accounts, which are mostly in Arabic, there were no such advisories. There 

was also no option to report posts for their animal-related content. 

International action 

EUTM - SOMALIA 09/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 22



 

 

According to the findings of a questionnaire submitted at a meeting of the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in Russia last month, there were only 32 

confiscations of cheetahs globally between January 2015 and June last year. The UAE said it 

made no confiscations during this period. None of Somaliland’s 50 seizures have been 

included in the Cites data because the country is not formally recognised as an independent 

nation and is therefore not party to Cites. 

Recognised or not, the government in Hargeisa is trying to stop the smugglers at source and 

in August passed a new forestry and wildlife conservation law, giving added protection to 

wild animals as well as new powers to prosecute illegal animal traffickers. Just days after the 

law was approved, the country recorded its first successful prosecution of two men who had 

been caught with six malnourished and dehydrated cubs in El Sheikh near Berbera on 

Somaliland’s northern coast. Ismail called for more international dialogue, especially with 

Gulf countries, about the trade in endangered animals. “We are very concerned that if this 

goes on any longer, the cheetahs will go from being an endangered species to being extinct 

and we will not be able to rescue them,” she said. 

 Endangered 

Once found all over Africa and Asia (including India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the Arabian 

Peninsula), cheetahs are now thought to live wild in just a handful of African countries and 

in a small area of Iran. The International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s Red List, the 

globally recognised conservation inventory, designates cheetahs as “vulnerable” (one 

category away from “endangered”) and in 2015 estimated the adult population as under 7 

000. Infringement on their habits as a result of agriculture, roads and tourism and depletion 

of food stocks are two of the main reasons for their dwindling numbers. But hunting in 

retaliation for livestock attacks and trophy seekers have also played a part.  Historic records 

refer to people catching cheetahs to use them to hunt as sport for the aristocracy. Today, 

the wealthy buy them as exotic accessories to show off to their friends.   

https://mg.co.za/article/2018-11-09-00-somalias-cheetah-smuggling-ring 
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Ethiopia: Police unearth mass grave of 200 people 

Police have discovered hundreds of bodies in Ethiopia's troubled area between the Oromia 

and Somali regions during an 

investigation into Abdi 

Mohammed. The former Somali 

leader is suspected of human rights 

violations. 

Police have uncovered a mass 

grave containing an estimated 200 bodies in the eastern part of Ethiopia, state-affiliated 

Fana Broadcasting reported Thursday. Fana said police were carrying out a court-ordered 

investigation into alleged abuses by forces loyal to Abdi Mohammed, the former president 

of an Ethiopian Somali region currently in detention. 

Authorities have been granted 14 days to unearth and do forensic examinations on 

the bodies. It is not yet clear where the people are from or what happened to them. 

Mohammed has been accused of human rights violations and of being connected to the Liyu, 

an unofficial militia active in the region that is known to have committed violent acts. The 

unearthed bodies appear to be related to a series of ethnic clashes involving the militant 

group. 

Ethiopian officials said the Liyu carried out an assault in August that killed 41 people and 

injured 20 others. Human Rights Watch has accused the Liyu of carrying out a brutal and 

relentless pattern of abuse, torture, rape and humiliation in the region. Numerous ethnic 

clashes have taken place across the East African country, posing a serious challenge to Prime 

Minister Abiy Ahmed, who came to power in April. 

https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-police-unearth-mass-grave-of-200-people/a-46219371 

EUTM - SOMALIA 09/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 24

https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopian-somali-region-ex-president-abdi-mohammed-omar-arrested-after-prisoners-intimidated-by-lions-hyenas/a-45251236
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopian-somali-region-ex-president-abdi-mohammed-omar-arrested-after-prisoners-intimidated-by-lions-hyenas/a-45251236
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-who-is-new-prime-minister-abiy-ahmed-ali/a-43180360
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-who-is-new-prime-minister-abiy-ahmed-ali/a-43180360
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-who-is-new-prime-minister-abiy-ahmed-ali/a-43180360
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-who-is-new-prime-minister-abiy-ahmed-ali/a-43180360
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-police-unearth-mass-grave-of-200-people/a-46219371
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-police-unearth-mass-grave-of-200-people/a-46219371
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-police-unearth-mass-grave-of-200-people/a-46219371
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-police-unearth-mass-grave-of-200-people/a-46219371



