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Death Toll Rises in Mogadishu Blasts  

November 11, 2018 0:33 AM  

The death toll from Friday's car 

bomb blasts in Somalia's capital has 

climbed to 52, according to 

admission records from five 

hospitals. Somali security officials 

who responded to the attack say 

four militants entered the Sahafi 

Hotel and went to the roof, firing on people down below. They said the security forces 

eventually killed the assailants and rescued dozens of people from hotel rooms. 

The militant group al-Shabab, which has waged an insurgency for more than 10 years 

claimed responsibility. The blasts, which occurred within minutes of each other, targeted 

Mogadishu's Sahafi Hotel and its surroundings. The hotel is near the headquarters of the 

Somali Police Force's Criminal Investigations Department (CID). 

Doctors and administrators of the five hospitals 

in the city that mainly treat the victims of 

gunshots and explosions — Medina, Darul Shifa, 

Erdogan, also known as the Digfer, Kalkaal and 

Somalia Sudanese Hospital — put the death toll 

at 52 and say 106 are wounded. 

Members of the United Nations Security Council said in a statement that "terrorism in all its 

forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace 

and security." It added that "acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of 

their motivation, wherever, whenever and by whomsoever committed." Doctor Mohamed 

Yusuf, the director of Medina hospital, the biggest emergency care facility in the city, told 

VOA that 63 blast victims had been admitted. 
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“We received 63 victims. Thirty-two were brought wounded, but three of them died in the 

hospital and the 31 others were already dead and we transferred them to the morgue,” he 

said. Yusuf said patients wounded by gunfire and explosions had been occupying almost 100 

percent of Medina's beds, though recently the number has dramatically dropped due to a 

decline in the number of blasts and a longer timeframe between some of the larger 

bombings. 

"The number of receptions for the wounded people has been recently unusual, but we 

always remembered that we were in Mogadishu and things can happen at any time," stated 

Yusuf. Mohamed Osman Abas, director of Darul Shifa hospital, said 26 critically wounded 

people were being treated at that facility from the three car bomb explosions and gunfire 

that rocked the city Friday. 

A witness who was inside the hotel at the time said on condition of anonymity that the front 

of the building was destroyed by the force of the explosions. Former Somali lawmaker Abdi 

Barre Jibril said women and children were among the victims. "Two women and an eight-

year-old child were among the dead," he told VOA. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/death-toll-rises-in-mogadishu-blasts/4653545.html 
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Farmaajo Summons Security Chiefs Over Friday Bombing 

On Nov 11, 2018  

A day after more than 50 people were killled in a 

triple suicide bombing in Mogadishu Somali 

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo 

summoned top security heads. 

Farmaajo held a meeting with the chiefs of 

police, army and prisons at thr Villa Somalia and demanded full report on Friday’s triple 

explosions. 

Notably absent from the photos released by Villa Somalia from the meeting is the acting 

NISA Director Fahad Yasin. 

At least 52 peoole were killed and 100 injured in the attack claimed by Alshabaab militant 

group. 

The suicide bombers detonated themselves outside Hotel Hayaat, Sahafi Hotel and the CID 

headquarters after which gunfight ensued. 

Among the dead were two Alshabaab militants dressed up in government security uniform. 

They were gunned down in a firefight thay ensued after a suicide bombing. 

The two were prevented by security agents from accessing Sahafi Hotel and were shot within 

minutes 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/11/11/farmaajo-summons-security-chiefs-over-

friday-bombing/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 4

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/11/11/farmaajo-summons-security-chiefs-over-friday-bombing/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/11/11/farmaajo-summons-security-chiefs-over-friday-bombing/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/11/11/farmaajo-summons-security-chiefs-over-friday-bombing/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/11/11/farmaajo-summons-security-chiefs-over-friday-bombing/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/11/Madaxweynaha.jpg
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/11/Madaxweynaha.jpg


 

Mogadishu mayor attends Islamic world mayors summit in Djibouti 

November 11, 2018  

The Mayors from Muslim countries arrived in 

Djibouti for a summit kicked off on Sunday. 

Mayors from 40 foreign countries in Asia, 

Europe, and Africa are participating in a 

conference which is hosted by the 

government of Djibouti this year. 

The conference will be focusing on finding new ways to collaborate and ensure that city 

networks are collectively heard within international frameworks. Among the participants of 

this conference is Mogadishu mayor, Abdirahman Omar Osman who arrived in Djibouti late 

Saturday to attend the summit. 

The mayor was received by Djibouti officials at the airport before he was escorted to a hotel 

which he will reside during the summit. Mr. Osman and delegates from Mogadishu local 

government will be participating in the conference which will run for the next two days. Last 

year, Iran’s northeastern city of Mashhad had hosted the First Summit of Mayors of the 

Islamic World. 

The town was named the capital of the Islamic culture in 2017 for the Asia region by the 

Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ISESCO). The ISESCO, which is 

associated with the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), launched the initiative for 

three cities to be named each year as the capitals of the Islamic culture in Asia, Arab, and 

African regions. 

http://radioshabelle.com/mogadishu-mayor-attends-islamic-world-mayors-summit-in-

djibouti/ 
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Fear for 100s of TB, HIV/AIDs patients as medical facility demolished in 

Mogadishu 

November 11, 2018 - A section of the medical facility 

was demolished Thursday. Photo: Goobjoog News  

The fate of hundreds of TB and HIV/AIDS patients 

hangs in the balance after a district official in Shibis 

District allegedly ordered the demolition of a 

government medical facility offering life-saving medical help. The Director of the medical 

centre Dr. Abdirizak Yusuf Ahmed told Goobjoog News a caterpillar tractor arrived at the 

facility on Thursday and brought down a section of the facility ‘under instructions from Shibis 

District Commissioner’. The medical officer said there was no warning regarding any 

impending destruction of the facility adding even so, the building is a government house. 

“We treat Tuberculosis (TB) patients and administer Anti-Retroviral (ARV) tablets to people 

infected with HIV and AIDS,” said Dr. Ahmed. “But on Thursday the building was demolished 

by a truck without any information from the Ministry of Health.” Shibis District 

Commissioner Safiyo Sheikh Ali told Goobjoog News she could not comment on the matter. 

“I am busy and I have no comment.” According to Dr. Ahmed, the facility has been operating 

for 12 years now offering life saving treatment of TB patients and ARVs for hundreds of 

people infected with HIV/AIDS. “We started TB treatment in 2008 and HIV/AIDS drugs 

distribution in 2008. The facility has very good TB treatment machines and HIV testing kits.” 

At the moment, the medical official said, there are 290 TB patients receiving treatment from 

the facility and over 200 people on HIV/AIDS drugs. “The medicine and staff bills are catered 

for by aid agencies while the government provides the building,” Dr. Ahmed added. “It is 

very unfortunate that this building owned by the government has now been taken by force.” 

Dr. Ahmed noted that he is now concerned about the fate of his patients who have now 

missed the services for two days. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/fear-for-100s-of-tb-hiv-aids-patients-as-medical-facility-demolished-

in-mogadishu/  
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Somali National Economic Council Meets In Mogadishu 

11 November 2018 

Somali National Economic Council today held a meeting in the Somali capital of Mogadishu. 

In a statement, Prime minister Hassan Ali Khaire said the council discussed on progressive 

reforms being undertaken and the need to connect the transformation to change 

perceptions. According to the statement, the meeting which is attended by the council of 

ministers, was chaired by the Premier. 

The move comes barely two weeks after the Cabinet approved $340,060,149 for next year’s 

budget, as submitted by the Ministry for Finance. According to the Finance Minister, 

Abdirahman Duale Beyle, the figure represents a 24 per cent rise from last year’s $274.6 

million budget. The Minister noted that most of the budget would be financed through local 

tax:“I pay my gratitude to the people of Somalia for helping the government’s tax collection 

in order to achieve self-sufficiency,” said the Minister. 

The government expects $189.9m (55.8%) from internal sources, while it anticipates 

$124.6m (44.2%) from the donor community. Somalia’s economy is projected to grow by an 

average of between 3.5 and 4. 

https://madmimi.com/p/773b3d?fe=1&pact=6483934-148200484-5372507253-

fb912f1dba04b96d017503b0058382e5a8c2ba7d 
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Alshabaab Executes 15yr Boy For Sodomising 6yr Old 

On Nov 11, 2018  

A 15yr old boy was on Sunday executed after an 

Alshabaab militant’s court found him guilty of 

sodomy. 

He is alleged to have raped a 6yr old boy in Shaw 

village near Jalalaqsi according to residents and 

Alshabaab affiliated media. 

This is not the first time that the Alqaeda linked militant group has publicly executed persons 

for alleged homosexuality and sodomy. 

On Jan 10 2017 the group executed 20-year-old Isak Abshirow and 15-year-old Abdirizak 

Sheikh Ali in the town of Buale after they were found committing a homosexual act. 

https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2018/11/11/alshabaab-executes-15yr-boy-for-sodomising-6yr-

old/ 
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Somali: Internally displaced persons migrating for food 

Date: Nov 11 , 2018  

Hundreds of persons displaced internally by the 

conflict in Somali shuffle between the more 

than one thousand camps for displaced persons 

in the volatile country in search of food, the 

gender focal person of the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), Inspector Rachel 

Malambo has said. She said the internally 

displaced persons also move from the camps also as a result of the lack of the ability to meet 

their basic needs such as water and shelter among others. This came to light when journalists 

from Ghana and Nigeria on a field visit to AMISON sites in Somaliam visited the Alrahma IDP 

camp, in the Nekala community in Mogadishu Ms Malambo who led a team of AMISOM 

officials to the camp said the internally displaced persons “usually move from one IDP camp 

to the other if they stay for a while and find out they cannot get food and other things as 

they had expected.” 

Sexual abuse 

Interacting with the IDPs she said incidents of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), in 

particular the violations of child rights, such as forced recruitment of children as warmongers 

or for any form of child labour, was high in such situations. She said women and children 

were mostly the victims in the camps and urged the clan head and religious leaders in the 

camp to protect women and children by preventing sexual gender-based abuse and child 

exploitation. 

Statistics 

Although she could not give the official statistics for the total number of internally displaced 

persons (IDP) in Somalia which has been in a civil war for close to three decades Ms Malambo 

said as at the end of 2017 there were 1349 IDP camps in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, 

alone. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in its report on the Somalia 
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situation in 2017 indicated that there was an estimated 1.5 million people internally 

displaced in Somalia with nearly 900,000 being refugees in the near countries. The Internal 

Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC), an arm of the Norwegian Refugee Council which 

specialises in data and analysis on internal displacement indicate that as at the first half of 

2018, about 341,000 new displacements were recorded in Somalia between January to June. 

It attributed the situation to the conflict and draught and indicated that Somalia was also 

heavily impacted by disasters, with flash flooding in nine regions which led to 167,000 new 

displacements in the first half of 2018. 

Alrahma IDP camp 

The Alrahma IDP camp, has more than 700 households with each having an average of five 

members. 

During the visit to the camp which had more women and children than men, the journalists 

could not hide their empathy when they saw malnourished children some as young as a two 

months old sitting helpless with flies having a field day on their lips and noses. 

While some of them sat with scanty clothes such as pants or only a blouse others were 

carried loosely by their mothers who looked weak themselves. In some cases the mothers 

rarely paid attention to the crying babies who had houseflies all over them while some 

mothers shouted on the sobbing babies to shut them up without attempting to find out what 

made the young ones weep. The only thing they had for accommodation were tents made 

of piece of cloths and sticks or metal which were so small everyone who went in had to bow. 

As if by design most of the tents had the same colour -orange-for the piece of cloth used but 

the IDPs could not explain how they had the same colour of tents. 

The tents served as their kitchen and sometimes bathroom even though they rarely had a 

bath. In an interview , the head of the Alrahma IDP Camp, Mr Omar Abdul Ali, said most of 

the IDPs had come from communities in Lower Hirshabelle, on of the six states of Somalia, 

which was miles away from Mogadishu. “We have no food, no proper shelter and water. 

Once in a while we get supply of three meals a day through the support of humanitarian 

organisations but that is not something we can rely on” he said through an interpreter. A 42 

-year -old mother of eight, Abiba Nuru Alle who was with had her children sitting around her 

said she lost the farm which was her only source of livelihood during a clash between clans 

in her community. 
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“I lost everything including my husband. He was killed and our home and farms destroyed. I 

had to flee with my children,”she said through an interpreter as she picked up one of her 

children who was crying. 

Another internally displaced woman, Jamila Ali Mohammed, 37, said she was only about 10 

years old when the civil conflict started in her community. She said she has had to move 

from one IDP camp to the other as her family was wiped out during the conflict. 

“All I have is the piece of cloth I wearing now and the four children l have had without a 

husband. I have nothing,” she said. Insecurity and Al Shabaab presence in Somalia has been 

blamed for the increasing number of IPDs in Somalia. The situation has resulted in limited 

livelihood opportunities, lack of basic services such as health and education; poor 

infrastructure and has further exacerbated the plights of the thousands of people who are 

forced to flee their homes and communities. 

https://www.graphic.com.gh/international/international-news/somali-internally-displaced-

persons-migrating-for-food.html 
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US airstrikes fail to weaken al-Shabaab's grip on Somalia  

Sun 11 Nov 2018 

Islamic extremist group is 

adapting to increasingly lethal 

air campaign, research shows 

An unprecedented number of 

US airstrikes against al-

Shabaab in Somalia has caused 

significant casualties without 

seriously weakening the 

Islamic extremist group, 

research suggests. The US has conducted 29 airstrikes in Somalia against al-Shabaab this 

year. In 2017, the US conducted 27 strikes against the al-Qaida affiliate, which has fought for 

almost a decade to impose its rigorous version of Islamic law on the country. Four further 

strikes last year were directed at a small group of fighters loyal to Islamic State in the east 

African country. 

Some strikes against al-Shabaab have inflicted considerable casualties, with at least 60 

recruits dying in an attack on a training camp in Mudug province in the centre of the country 

last month. But research published last week has suggested that although the overall 

number of attacks by the extremists has declined slightly, al-Shabaab is adapting to the 

increasingly lethal air campaign. Analysts at the Mogadishu-based Hiraal Institute found that 

the group is conducting fewer massed attacks on government bases but the numbers of 

strikes against government offices and businesses that refuse to pay its taxes has increased 

markedly. 

The Hiraal Institute report said: “There was a more than a twofold increase in bombings, 

suggesting that al-Shabaab made a conscious decision to switch to bombings as its primary 

source of targeting the Somali government and its allies as an efficient attack method that 

does not expose its men to attacks.” On Friday, a triple bombing in Mogadishu killed dozens. 

The attack targeted hotels that had not paid protection money, security sources in the 
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Somali capital said. Many experts say the struggle against the insurgency has reached a 

stalemate. Hussein Sheikh Ali, the executive director of the Hiraal Institute and a former 

national security adviser, said: “Al-Shabab are definitely not getting stronger but the 

government is not getting stronger either. 

“The US has been very active and hitting very serious targets but holding territory is very 

difficult.” 

It is clear that al-Shabaab is under pressure, however. The group has been extorting huge 

sums from starving communities and forcibly recruiting hundreds of children as soldiers and 

suicide bombers. This has been revealed in intelligence documents, transcripts of 

interrogations with defectors and interviews conducted by the Guardian, which also show 

that swaths of central and southern Somalia are controlled by the extremists. 

Most international analysts agree that the conflict is deadlocked. Bill Roggio, of the Long 

War Journal, a specialist counter-terrorism website, wrote last month: “Sustained attacks 

demonstrate that al-Shabaab retains the ability to launch conventional offensives, in 

addition to its terrorist attack capability. The US military maintains that airstrikes “reduce al-

Shabaab’s ability to plot future attacks, disrupt its leadership networks and degrade its 

freedom of manoeuvre within the region”. 

A deep humanitarian crisis is ongoing in Somalia. Rising insecurity and conflict has caused 

further displacement in the Lower Shabelle region, the UN said. More than 34,000 people 

have fled the area since the beginning of August, joining thousands more who fled earlier 

due to conflict, drought and floods. The majority were women and children. 

Overall, 2.6 million people are displaced in Somalia and relief programmes remain critically 

underfunded. The US has increased its military presence in Somalia since early 2017 to about 

500 personnel after Trump approved expanded military operations 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/nov/11/us-airstrikes-fail-to-weaken-al-shabaab-

grip-on-somalia 
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‘AMISOM has no illusion of exterminating terrorists’ 

The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the 

African Union  Commission (SRCC) for Somalia and 

Head of African Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), Mr. 

Francisco Caetano Jose Madeira says his outfit has no 

illusion of exterminating terrorists or putting them in 

prison. He said the focus of the mission was rather on 

transition from Somalia and ensuring that violence was brought to a level where 

government could perform its duty of governance for the state to survive and operate. 

In an interaction with journalists from Ghana and Nigeria, Mr. Madeira disclosed that in line 

with the AMISOM transition plan, a joint operation with the Somali National Army and 

Somali Police would soon take place to capture the Juba Valley region, captured by the Al 

Shabab. 

He disclosed that major roads linking cities would also be cleared to allow free movements 

of people and goods. The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union 

also gave the assurance that training and mentorship of the Somali National Army and 

Somali Police Force would continue to be a priority and intensified. 

He commended the police officers from Ghana and Nigeria for playing a key role in building 

the capacity of the Somali Police Force, and expressed appreciation to them for their support 

in the restoration of the rule of law in different parts of the country. Mr. Madeira used the 

opportunity to express his displeasure about the dissemination of distorted information by 

a section of the media on issues concerning Somalia. He said exaggeration of issues and 

giving fake information such as inflating death rates and injuries only does the society harm 

and not help the course of a safer and more secure Somalia. 

Mr. Madeira   described the 11 years of AMISOM in Somalia as a “momentous and 

progressive journey” which needed to be celebrated and not swept under the carpet. He 

said despite the many challenges the mission faces, on the political scene, AMISOM had 

increasingly created more secure environment, enabling significant progress in the political 
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development of the country. Mr. Madeira said currently Somalia has a national constitution, 

an elected Parliament and President, federal states, all with leadership and functional 

legislative bodies. 

He said the capture of all the major towns and ports in Somalia, including Mogadishu, 

Baidoa, Kismayo, Barawe and Beletweyne was also worth applauding. Mr. Madeira  called 

on the media to support the course of AMISOM, and also highlight the progress made as 

their support to the process in promoting peace and security in Somalia. 

http://www.ghanaiantimes.com.gh/amisom-has-no-illusion-of-exterminating-terrorists/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 12/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 15

http://www.ghanaiantimes.com.gh/amisom-has-no-illusion-of-exterminating-terrorists/
http://www.ghanaiantimes.com.gh/amisom-has-no-illusion-of-exterminating-terrorists/


 

 

The Special Position of Somalia’s Remittance Industry  

Sunday, November 11, 2018 

 “Development agencies wish to see an increased flow of remittances; Financial agencies 

wish to see formalisation of remittance flows through banks. Law enforcement agencies 

wish to reduce the scope for the remittance business to be used for money laundering and 

financing crime generally.” 

Introduction  

The non-bank financial entities in Somalia have 

played a critical role in an economy where the state 

has been absent or weak. The thriving mini-

industry has offered money transfer solutions to 

locals, diaspora Somali’s and investors across the board in need of money transfer services 

both locally and globally. Its special position in a promising economy goes without mention 

as a critical ingredient growth and development of a “new Somalia”. This article has been 

drawn from the recently published “Somali Remittance Report: Challenges Faced by the 

Somali Remittance Industry”. The Somali money remittance business has its own special 

characteristics. Notably, Somalia is one of the poorest in the world and for many years, the 

country has suffered from internal conflict. With large scale immigration reported over the 

last three decades of instability, it is estimated that there are about twelve million Somalis 

of whom around two million live abroad. The historical migration of Somalis out-side the 

Horn of Africa is highly inter-related to the development of money transfer arrangements, 

starting from Franco Valuta system, to High Frequency Radio services, to the current 

branded Somali remittance companies. 

Today, the country is yet to have effective banking and regulatory financial institutions that 

can provide the services required by individuals and private businesses in Somalia. 

Furthermore, internal and external investment is exceptionally reduced due to multiple risk 

factors inevitable in an economy that is just beginning to find its footing. However, the 

expansion of the traditional ‘Hawala’ services, which have been offered by remittance 
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companies for over four decades, enables the remittance companies to act, not only as 

money-transfer agents, but also as conduits for trade and as quasi-banks. Each remittance 

company has agents in various countries throughout the world and the process of remitting 

funds is simple. An individual will contact an agent of the remittance company in his/her 

country residence, presents the cash they intend to remit, pays the “statutory fees”, and 

presents detailed information of the intended recipient. The agent then deposits the cash in 

a local bank account. The maintenance of the money transfer process by the Somali 

Remittance Companies (SRCs) is critical, but not easy. To outsiders, it may seem a simple 

process of transferring value from A to B, while to others it is a murky system where money 

changes hands secretly under the table or in an alleyway, and messages are passed on orally 

without leaving any trace. In fact, it is a very sophisticated business, which must overcome 

day-in day-out technical, regulatory, security, cultural, institutional, logistical and 

managerial challenges, in an environment which is anything but hospitable.  

Somali Remittance Process and Technicalities The remittance process consists basically of 

two flows: an information flow and a value flow, each with its own challenges and 

technicalities 

The information flow process consists of seven stages 

        i.             Receiving information from the sender including personal details, identity, 

amount and destination, 

      ii.            Transmitting information electronically, 

    iii.             Organising, sorting, and filtering information at a central processing unit, 

    iv.             Notifying the paying agent and the beneficiary of value, 

       v.            Taking the personal details and the identity of the beneficiary, 

    vi.             Informing the sender and/or the send agent of payment made, and 

  vii.            Keeping and updating records. 

This process is however faced by cultural, regulatory, technical and managerial technicalities 

which have evolved over time and upon which the efficiency of process largely relies upon. 
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On the other hand, the value flow process consists of six stages 

        i.            Receiving money from the sender over the counter at the send point, 

      ii.            Depositing money into a bank account, 

    iii.            Transferring money to a central account, 

    iv.            Transporting money to the paying point, 

      v.            Safe keeping money, and 

    vi.            Paying the beneficiary. 

The Evolving Industry 

The main qualities of remittance companies are honesty and the speed with which they 

deliver the money. At the beginning of the 1990s, the strategic tools were the HF radios 

which was one way of getting contact with people from the outside world. After 1994, things 

improved dramatically when Olympic (AST/ TELCOM) and Al-Barakat’s telecommunication 

company BETELCO started operating. In 1997 Nation-link joined them and two other 

companies, NetXchange and Amana entered the market. The Somali operators obtain a 

significant part of their revenues and profits from incoming calls, rather than outgoing ones. 

The scale and nature of remittances gives rise to several public policy issues at both national 

and international level: Remittances make a massive contribution both to alleviating poverty 

and funding economic development. Higher the remittances are the greater the beneficial 

effects. 

The development of SRCs have led to a broadening and deepening of financial markets; they 

have also provided the much needed competition to commercial banks which often are 

reluctant to deal with lower income people. Because Somali remittance companies are 

largely unregulated, and certainly subject to much less onerous regulation than banks, there 

is a risk that they can be used to circumvent controls in the banking system dealing with 

money laundering and crime generally. In effect, the US decision to close Al-Barakat on 7th 

November 2001 affected this sector dramatically consequently having tremendous impacts 

on the others.  Development agencies wish to see an increased flow of remittances; Financial 

agencies wish to see formalisation of remittance flows through banks. Law enforcement 
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agencies wish to reduce the scope for the remittance business to be used for money 

laundering and financing crime generally. 

Conclusion  

With increasing demand for the remittance services, and recognition of the trickle-down 

effect of proceeds from the industry, there is an increasing need for key stakeholders 

including the government to offer more regulatory and technical support to the industry. 

The special position that the SRCs hold in Somali’s economy cannot go unmentioned as the 

country strives to revive its economy from all fronts and largely relies on remittances from 

external sources. The expanding business environment in Somalia offers a wide range of 

opportunities to local Somalis, diaspora Somalis and foreign investors; this has been made 

possible by increased remittances. In addition to money transfer, remittance companies 

offer savings and transactional accounts for business and private clients for safe keeping, 

transportation and savings towards projects and investments.  

https://www.hiiraan.com/op4/2018/nov/161081/the_special_position_of_somalia_s_remi

ttance_industry.aspx 
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Leaders of Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Somalia pledge to work towards regional 

integration  

Nov. 11 (Xinhua) -- The leaders of Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia have pledged to work 

towards the integration of the Horn of Africa region, according to a joint statement released 

by the three leaders on Saturday. In a press statement, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed, Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki and Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi 

Mohamed, said they would work towards the historic transformation of the Horn of Africa 

region towards peace and integration. The three leaders issued the joint statement at the 

end of a two-day meeting they had in the northern Ethiopia city of Bahir Dar, the second 

meeting the trio had in two months. 

"The three leaders reviewed developments and achievements since the signing of Asmara 

joint declaration on friendship and comprehensive cooperation in September and noted 

with satisfaction the tangible and positive outcomes already registered and agreed to 

consolidate their mutual solidarity and support in addressing challenges that they face 

individually and collectively," said the statement. 

"The three leaders also welcomed the impending lifting of all sanctions against Eritrea and 

underscored their conviction the lifting of the sanctions would reaffirm their commitment 

to an inclusive regional peace and cooperation," it further said. Eritrea has been subjected 

to a UN arms embargo since 2009, after UN experts accused Eritrea of providing political, 

financial and logistical support to armed groups opposing the central government in 

Somalia. Eritrea has denied the accusations. The UN Security Council is expected to meet 

next week to review the sanctions. Eritrea hopes the sanctions will be lifted. Ethiopia and 

Somalia have supported the possible lifting of the sanctions on Eritrea. The meeting of the 

three leaders comes amidst wide-spread optimism in the Horn of Africa region that it would 

move from a chronically unstable region to one of political cooperation and economic 

integration.  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-11/11/c_137599170.htm  
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Kenya Airways launches daily flights to Mogadishu  

Sunday November 11, 2018 

Kenya Airways will expand its footprint to the Horn 

of Africa with the commencement of daily 

operations to Mogadishu, Somalia with effect from 

15 November 2018. The airline will operate the 

route daily as it seeks to enhance intra-Africa air 

connectivity linking cities and facilitating 

movement of people and thereby enhancing social and economic ties between the 

countries. 

The flight operated by Jambojet on the Bombardier Dash 8 Q400, will depart Jomo Kenyatta 

International Airport (JKIA), Nairobi at 07:40 and depart Aden Adde International Airport, 

Mogadishu at 10:45 to arrive back in Nairobi at 13:00. In a statement, Kenya Airways CEO, 

Sebastian Mikosz said that the daily flight is aimed at meeting the growing travel demand by 

Somali travellers, government and non-government organization officials and a growing 

number of entrepreneurs from Kenya and around the region who are keen on seeking 

opportunities in the country. 

“We want to extend our network reach and make it convenient for our guests who work and 

invest in Somalia. The addition of this route to our network demonstrates our commitment 

to improving connectivity on the African continent, while creating new opportunities for 

corporates investors, traders and tourists”, said Group Managing Director and CEO Sebastian 

Mikosz. With the demand for travel by traders to Somalia through Nairobi increasing, the 

launch of this route is expected to ease travel between the two cities that are the focal points 

of business in the two countries and spur commercial activities. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161083/kenya_airways_launches_daily_flights_t

o_mogadishu.aspx 
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Everyone Wants a Piece of the Horn of Africa's Ports  

Sunday November 11, 2018 

This February, the small African nation of 

Djibouti took control of the Red Sea 

container port of Doraleh from DP World, 

completing what it considers the final act in 

a lengthy wrangle with the Dubai-based 

ports operator. Djibouti has accused the 

international ports company, which had operated Doraleh since 2006, of deliberately 

underusing the facilities in favor of other terminals along the Red Sea. 

“It is obvious they want to control the whole sea transport from Singapore to the Suez 

Canal,” says Aboubaker Omar Hadi, chairman of Djibouti Ports and Free Zones Authority. He 

adds that DP World also operated Jeddah port in Saudi Arabia and Berbera in the 

unrecognized state of Somaliland. 

In July, Djibouti started the first phase of a $3.5 billion free trade zone in which China 

Merchants Group and Dalian Port Authority hold a stake, a development that DP World says 

violates its 30-year exclusive concession. The Dubai company has vigorously contested 

Djibouti’s version of events, pointing to a ruling by the London Court of International 

Arbitration — dismissed as “inconsequential” by Djibouti — that DP World’s contract cannot 

be revoked. 

“We will take every action to protect the rights of the shareholders,” says Sultan Ahmed bin 

Sulayem, DP World chairman and CEO. “The action actually has hurt Africa as a whole. 

Anyone that builds a port or an infrastructure project and goes to borrow money, the banks 

will ask for more interest because the possibility of takeover by government becomes real.” 

The tussle over Doraleh is a microcosm of a much larger struggle for influence on the Red 

Sea and the Gulf of Aden that has sucked in not only Gulf and Middle Eastern powers but 

also the likes of China, the U.S. and France. 
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Those three countries, together with Japan and Saudi Arabia, have military bases in Djibouti, 

ostensibly for fighting near-endemic piracy — most of it off the Somali coast. The proximity 

of these major powers, particularly China, in tiny Djibouti adds another dimension to what 

is already a multifaceted battle for the military as well as economic clout in the region. 

Some argue that there need to be as many as 10 ports serving the Horn of Africa, which is 

dominated by Ethiopia, a landlocked, fast-growing country of 105 million people whose 

economy has expanded more than tenfold over the past 15 years to some $80 billion. As 

well as Ethiopia, the Horn includes Eritrea, Somalia and Somaliland, plus Djibouti, making it 

home to roughly 160 million people. Battle for influence is not only regional: Virtually all of 

the sea trade between Asia and Europe passes along the Red Sea on its way to or from the 

Suez Canal. 

DP World has just begun a $442 million investment to increase Berbera’s capacity fivefold, 

a boost to the political aspirations of Somaliland, which declared independence from 

Somalia in 1991 but has yet to win recognition from the United Nations. 

The renewed struggle for influence, in which many of the dynamics of the Middle East play 

out in shadow form, comes at a time of enormous change in the Horn. The biggest new 

factor has been the selection in April of Abiy Ahmed as Ethiopia’s prime minister. 

The 42-year-old Abiy, Africa’s youngest leader, has turned his country upside down, for 

example by releasing thousands of political prisoners and preparing to privatize key areas of 

the economy, including telecommunications and the national airline. He has also concluded 

peace with Eritrea, ending a 20-year war and giving Ethiopia access to the ports of Assab and 

Massawa, which were lost when Eritrea clinched independence in 1993. 

Abiy’s whirlwind diplomacy has underlined the invigorated role that Gulf and Middle East 

states play in the region. Saudi Arabia was keen to present itself as a peace broker between 

Ethiopia and Eritrea, while the United Arab Emirates has made investment and loan 

commitments to Ethiopia of $3 billion, helping stave off a foreign currency crisis. 

Ethiopia has also engaged in furious port diplomacy. It has agreed to take a 19 percent stake 

in Berbera alongside DP World, which holds a 51 percent stake, and Somaliland, which has 

the rest. It has also concluded agreements in principle to take stakes in Port Sudan and 

Djibouti port. The latter currently handles 90 percent of Ethiopia’s trade. Since last year, 
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Djibouti has been linked by a new, $4 billion Chinese-built railway to Ethiopia’s capital of 

Addis Ababa, another sign of Beijing’s growing influence in the region. 

Hadi of Djibouti Ports says all this activity underlines the rationale for expanding Doraleh, 

though he is not sure whether the region can sustain 10 ports. 

In the future, he says, Djibouti could cater to the rising volume of exports from Ethiopia’s 

manufacturing zones. Djibouti could also beef up its role as a transshipment hub to terminals 

farther down the African coast, such as Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, Maputo in gas-rich 

Mozambique and Durban in South Africa, he says. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161080/everyone_wants_a_piece_of_the_horn_o

f_africa_s_ports.aspx 
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Djibouti denies being ‘induced’ by Chinese firm to breach contract  

Sunday November 11, 2018 

A senior Djibouti government official 

dismissed the accusation that the African 

country was "illegally induced" by a Chinese 

company to breach a contra ct with another 

foreign investor, stressing that Chinese 

investment is legitimate and helps build a 

foundation for its economic development. The remarks were made by Aboubaker Omar 

Hadi, chairman of Djibouti Ports and Free Zones Authority, after African media reported 

Tuesday that the Hong Kong-based China Merchants Port Holdings Co "unlawfully procured 

and induced" Djibouti into breaching agreements with DP World, a Dubai company. 

DP World filed a lawsuit against the Hong Kong-based company before the High Court of the 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Eritrean media Tesfa News reported on Tuesday. 

However, Hadi said "China Merchants Port is a third party that has no connection with the 

Djibouti authority's decision to terminate the deal." The chairman said that as early as 2011, 

the Djibouti government had to turn to international courts to seek to terminate the deal, 

claiming it was a result of corruption and, therefore, invalid. Hadi added that in 2010, 

Djibouti also terminated an agreement with DP World on the management of the country's 

old port (PAID). All these legal actions started way before the China Merchants Port began 

investing in Djibouti, he stressed. Hadi was in Shanghai for the China International Import 

Expo, which is expected to last from Monday to Saturday. 

The Djibouti government in February terminated the 50-year concession agreement that 

allowed DP World control of the country's Doraleh terminal, one of the largest employers in 

the African country. The terminal was jointly owned by DP World (33.34 percent) and a 

Djibouti state-owned entity, PDSA (66.66 percent). In 2013, China Merchants Port Holdings 

bought 23.5 percent of PDSA from Djibouti and became a shareholder of the port until 

Djibouti announced it would nationalize the terminal in September. Djibouti accused DP 

World, which operates 78 ports in more than 40 countries and regions, of deliberately 
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underusing the facilities in favor of other terminals along the Red Sea, Financial Times 

reported in October. The Dubai company insisted that the 2006 contract cannot be revoked, 

citing a ruling by the London Court of International Arbitration in August, which was 

slammed by the Djibouti government as "inconsequential." 

"The government of a sovereign state has the right to renegotiate or terminate agreements 

that it regards as violating national interests or development, and the Djibouti government 

is not the only one that has done so," Meng Guangwen, a professor specializing in free trade 

zones at the Tianjin Normal University, told the Global Times. 

But it has to weigh the loss, such as compensation and possible damage to national image 

and investor confidence, Meng noted. Hadi regards abolishing the deal as a worthy move, 

as he said the contract has made the terminal half empty while turnover at the terminal 

increased by 32 percent after terminating the deal. The senior Djibouti official also referred 

to the African media reports as part of a campaign from DP World to smear the Djibouti 

government and "scare away" foreign investors. "But Djibouti will resolutely protect the 

interests of foreign investors and they are welcome," he said. Hadi also dismissed talk that 

China is causing a "debt trap" in the country. He said that the money to pay back the loans 

from China will not come from the government budget or from taxpayers." He stressed that 

the loans, which are mostly spent on infrastructure and tied with projects, are helping 

stimulate consumption and building a foundation for the country's economic development 

as it virtually changed the investment environment of the country. 

"What differentiates Chinese investment from US and European ones is that the investment 

comes with no political attachment and aims at developing, instead of merely taking 

advantage of Djibouti," Hadi told the Global Times on Tuesday night. With projects for the 

loans, Djibouti has a better capability of paying back foreign loans, said Hadi, noting that the 

debt-to-GDP ratio in Djibouti, which stands at around 85 percent, will drop to 35 percent in 

the next five years.  The latest Doing Business 2019 Report released by the World Bank has 

named Djibouti as one of the economies with the most notable improvement, as the country 

jumped from 154th in 2018 to 99th in 2019 among 190 countries and regions. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161075/djibouti_denies_being_induced_by_c

hinese_firm_to_breach_contract.aspx 
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