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Tense of fighting mounting high in central Somalia 

November 12, 2018  

Reports reaching us from 

Galgadud region in central 

Somalia indicate that an 

escalating tension is brewing in 

parts of Galgadud region of 

central Somalia on Monday. 

Local residents in Balanbal village say two armed rival clan militiamen are mobilizing in for 

battle over the ownership of grazing land and boreholes on the outskirts of Guri’el town. 

The tension has forced many families to flee their houses in fear of war that could break out 

at any time due to the building up of hostility between the two opposing sides who have 

been battling in the area for the past years. 

The traditional elders and authorities in the area are making efforts to put out the tension 

and bring the warring clans into the negotiating table to end their dispute through peaceful 

dialogue. 

http://radioshabelle.com/tense-of-fighting-mounting-high-in-central-somalia/ 
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Deploy Formed Police Unit to Somali — AMISOM  

Nov 12 ,2018 

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 

has appealed to the government of Ghana and 

the Ghana Police Administration to consider 

deploying a Formed Police Unit (FPU) contingent 

to Somalia to advance peace and security efforts 

in the country. 

 The appeal was made by the acting Police Commissioner of the AMISOM, Mrs Christine 

Alalo, when she interacted with 13 journalists from Ghana and Nigeria on a field visit to 

Somalia at the invitation of AMISOM. 

Ghana presently has a continent of 37 Individual Police Officers (IPOs) serving with AMISOM 

but has no FPU contingent in Somalia. 

Mrs Alalo said the AMISOM Police was currently made up of three Formed Police Units (FPU) 

deployed from Uganda, Nigeria and Sierra Leone. 

Appeal 

The FPUs, Mrs Alalo said, played a crucial role in ensuring improved security in the liberated 

areas of Somalia which were occupied by members of Al-Shabab and other insurgent groups. 

https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/deploy-formed-police-unit-to-somali-

amisom.html 
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Indian Navy ship seizes arms and ammunition off Somali coast 

12 November 2018  

An Indian Navy ship has seized arms and 

ammunition off the Somali coast, in a swift anti-

piracy operation, officials said Monday. 

The ship, Sunayna, carried out the operation on 

Friday in which two high-calibre AK 47 and AKM 

rifles as well as some ammunitions were seized from a number of boats, approximately 400 

nautical miles northeast of Mogadishu off the Somali coast, the Navy officials said. 

The ship was deployed for anti-piracy patrol in the Gulf of Aden since October 6. 

On November 9, the ship detected a few suspicious boats and later seized the arms and 

ammunitions from them. 

The boats and crew were released post interrogation, the officials said. 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2018/trending-news/indian-navy-ship-seizes-arms-and-

ammunition-off-somali-coast.html 
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Ex-Somalia Intelligence Deputy Director accuses NISA of complicity in Hotel 

Sahafi bombing  

11/12/2018 - General Abdalla Abdalla, the former Director of the Somalia National 

Intelligence and Security Agency (NISA) of complicity in the costly bombing and assault on 

Hotel Sahafi on Friday which claimed the lives of more than 60 people with over a hundred 

injured, some critically. 

In a bizarre development to the lamentable loss of life and property to al Shabaab fighters 

at Hotel Sahafi, General Abdalla accuses his former agency of involvement, saying NISA had 

virtually turned into a beehive of Al Shabaab infiltrators.  The General had both, directly and 

indirectly, accused the Intelligence agency of becoming a launching ground of the Islamist 

fighters. He accused NISA of not only providing the intelligence needed to monitor 

government personnel and MP movements but, also, of providing the necessary camouflage 

for operations which, perhaps, explained why fighters who physically engaged security 

personnel disappeared without a trace in minutes of an event. The General's words intimate 

that if NISA is involved, the Farmajo government is complicit, too. 

Fahad Yassin replaces General Abdalla Abdalla, consolidating Qatari hold on Somalia security 

President Farmajo's government expelled the general from duty in late July 2018 and later 

stripped him of rank in mid-September wiping out all association and history with NISA. 

Farmajo replaced him with Fahad Yassin, a controversial ex-Director at the Presidency office, 

Villa Somalia. Fahad, himself, is often linked with covert operations which the government 

of Qatar finances to worm into the good offices of the Somalia government and the hearts 

of its public. If General Abdalla can provide a lead into his accusation, this can turn the 

international community against the fumbling Villa Somalia government. This, if proven, too, 

can reset all operations concerning security in Somalia, including the viability of providing 

protection to a government that is fighting itself from the inside to keep international 

monetary assistance flowing in. In a situation, such as the one General Abdalla is intimating, 

no one is safe. 
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Govt’ has no concrete security plan-MP 

November 12, 2018 

The Federal Government has no concrete plan 

to stabilize the country, a lawmaker has said, 

accusing the President of knee-jerk reactions 

during terror attacks. Hassan Abdi (Jubbaland) 

said the decision by the federal government 

to establish the Mogadishu Stabilisation Force 

(MSF) last year only to disband it months later 

spoke of lack of defined security plans and politicization of security in the country. 

“The government always introduce changes to the security structure and leadership when 

something happens but they do not want to generally stabilize the country,” said Abdi. The 

MSF composed of about 800 soldiers was formed after the London Conference in May 2017. 

The control and command of the force was not clearly defined as illustrated in a new UN 

report which also highlights conflicts of command the force between the President’s and 

Prime Minister’s office. 

The lawmaker told Goobjoog News the move to remove NISA officers from taking charge of 

security operations in Mogadishu and replace with MSF posed a major security challenge in 

the country. Abdi also accused the current administration of its apparent distaste for 

federalism. 

The MP also spoke about the Southwest state election noting the outcome of the exercise 

will only be in the interest of the federal government and not the people of South West. He 

added that the immediate former southwest state president Sharif Hassan Sheikh Adan 

resigned following massive pressure from the federal government. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/govt-has-no-concrete-security-plan-mp/  
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Acting Southwest President Warns Ministers Against Use Of Public Resource 

For Campaigns 

12 November 2018 

Acting President of Southwest state Abdikadir Sharif Sheikhuna has warned state ministers 

against the misuse of public properties under their control and asked them to submit an 

inventory of all government properties. 

Sheikhuna, who is also Speaker of Southwest state assembly, told reporters that he had 

summoned the ministers for accountability, in preparation for the upcoming presidential 

elections. Sheikhuna also instructed the ministers to avoid misusing public resources for 

political campaigns. The meeting also discussed on security for the upcoming elections. 

President Sharif Sheikh Adan resigned last week and pulled out from the presidential race 

following hard battle with the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS). His resignation came 

just  hours after the state elections coordinating committee resigned citing interference 

from the FGS. Meanwhile security commanders in Baidoa along with police officers and 

AMISOM forces  held a separate meeting to discuss security for the upcoming election. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-13-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Nugal Governor Warns Federal Government Against Interference Of State 

Polls 

12 November 2018 

Nugal regional governor in Puntland Abdisalan Hersi has asked the Federal Government of 

Somalia (FGS) to keep off the state presidential elections of Puntland slated for January next 

year. Hersi told the media in Garowe town on Monday that the government had dispatched 

Members of Parliament to the northeastern state “without consultations with the Puntland 

administration”. 

“The FGS has sent MPs and other politicians to Nugal region without any arrangement with 

the Puntland administration in Garowe,” said Hersi. Hersi said the FGS should let the people 

of Puntland to make their own political choices without interference. The local administrator 

also urged the Prime Minister,  Hassan Khaire, to honour the pledges he made to the region 

about five months ago during the 20th anniversary celebrations for the Puntland state. 

Governor Hirsi called on the FGS to stop interfering in the affairs of other states, and allow 

— for instance — the people of Puntland to exercise their political and civil rights without 

any influence. The Puntland administration blocked Planning Minister Gamal Hassan and 

national electoral chief Halima Yarey from addressing the Puntland State University in 

September following the Federal Member States (FMS) decision to suspend cooperation 

with the FGS early September. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-13-2018-morning-headlines/ 

  

EUTM - SOMALIA 13/11/2018

EUTM - SOMALIA 9

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-13-2018-morning-headlines/
http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-13-2018-morning-headlines/


 

 

 

Aid Crunch Forces Medical Centres To Close In Bakool Amid Malaria Outbreak 

12 November 2018 

The move by local aid agencies in Bakool region to stop operations has adversely affected 

local residents as medical centres supported by the agencies have been forced to close in 

the midst of a malaria outbreak. Local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) based in 

Bakool region running the centres have stopped their operations after donors ceased their 

support, according to officials who spoke to Radio Ergo. 

One of the areas most affected is Wajid town whose residents have been relying on three 

aid agencies for medical support. Wajid Mother and Child Health Centre and other health 

centres run by Gargaar Relief and Development Organisation (GREDO) and African Relief & 

Development (ARD) have been not delivering medical since late last month. 

Adan Ibrahim Ali, head of a health centre run by GREDO has told Radio Ergo that his 

organisation halted its operations after aid support ended for four months: “All operations 

were paused because the organisation has no more funds since the donors have ceased their 

support. The centre used to treat mothers and children and it also used to manage severe 

malnutrition,” Adan said. 

Yakub Adan Amin, Wajid Deputy District Commissioner said his administration did not have 

the capacity to provide full health services for the residents of the town: “We do not have 

the capacity to fill the gaps left by these organisations. We sent several proposals. We do 

not have a general hospital here. We were only dependent on these health posts,” he 

explained. 

An outbreak malaria in the area has made the situation worse with several children suffering 

the brunt of the disease. Shamso Mohamed Nur, a mother of six who lives in Wajid told 

Radio Ergo that three of her children have been infected by malaria: “We stay with the sick 

children at home because there is no operating healthcare here. Those who afford to seek 
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medication from pharmacies are lucky but we do not have money. We have been relying on 

these health centres,” Shamso said. 

Malaria outbreak is common at a time when deyr rain is experienced in several parts of the 

parts of the region escalating the situation. Nurto Ibrahim Hussein and her eight children 

have been living in an IDP in Wajid town since last year. Nurto told Radio Ergo that two of 

the children contracted diarrhea after drinking contaminated water. 

“Initially, we used to go the health centres to get free treatment but we have nowhere to go 

and I cannot afford to buy medicine for my children,” she said. The militant group Al-Shabaab 

imposed a blockade on aid agencies in Bakool region in 2014 and has since maintained a grip 

on parts of Bakool region restricting aid support to residents. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-13-2018-morning-headlines/ 
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Body of woman raped and killed found in Barawe district 

November 12, 2018 

Security forces in Barawe district in 

Lower Shablle region Sunday found 

the body of a 28 year woman whom 

medical tests note she was raped and 

then killed. Barawe District 

commissioner Abdifitah Hassan 

Dhere told Goobjoog News the body 

of the 28 year old woman was recovered from a thicket in Abasibo village Sunday night. 

“We recovered the body and investigations are underway to establish the circumstances 

behind her death,” said Dhere. Medical reports from Barawe hospital where the body was 

taken to indicate the woman was raped and strangled to death. 

The discovery of the body sparked protests in the coastal town. 

http://goobjoog.com/english/body-of-woman-raped-and-killed-found-in-barawe-district/ 
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Somali Parliament To Debate On Aviation Bill 

12 November 2018 

Members of Somali Parliament are today expected to debate on the country’s Civil Aviation 

Bill, less than a year after the country regained control of its airspace. The bill, which was 

drafted by the Ministry of Aviation, was approved by the Cabinet in May this year before 

being submitted to the Federal Parliament. The bill is expected to help the country manage 

the aviation industry, a  development which could spur economic growth. Late last year, 

Somalia retook control of its airspace after more than two decades. 

Air traffic over the Horn of African nation had been under the control of the United Nations’ 

Nairobi office in Kenya  since 1992. This was just a year after the Somali civil war broke out, 

following the collapse of the collapse of the central government. Prior to the collapse of the 

Mohamed Siad Barre-led government in 1991, the country effectively and efficiently 

managed and controlled its airspace and was able to collect overfly charges. When the 

country plunged into civil war, Somalia lost millions of dollars as there was no credible 

oversight organization to control air traffic over Somalia. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-12-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Garbaharey Residents Hold Demos Against Madobe’s Visit 

12 November 2018 

Hundreds of people gathered in Garbaharey town the headquarters of Gedo region to 

protest against the expected visit of the Jubbaland state President, Ahmed Madobe. 

Garbaharey’s deputy governor Adan Sirad told Goobjoog News they had been trying to stop 

residents from taking part in demonstrations in the past few days, but finally allowed them 

on Sunday to engage in peaceful protests. 

The protesters said they were angered by  Jubbaland administration’s neglect of the region 

in the past seven years. Said Mr. Adan Sirad: “We have requested and even sent invites to 

the Jubbaland leaders to visit the area but they never responded..” The residents also 

accused Madobe of incompetence and failure to ensure political stability in the region. 

Jubbaland authorities in Kismayu however told Goobjoog News there were no plans for the 

President to visit the area. 

http://somaliamediamonitoring.org/november-12-2018-daily-monitoring-report/ 
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Somalia: Flights Delayed As Fire Guts Down Mogadishu's Airport Restaurant 

12 November 2018 

Hundreds of travellers remained stranded at Mogadishu's Aden Abdulle Airport after an 

inferno forced flights to be delayed. The fire gutted down a section of a restaurant within 

the Airport that serves travellers. 

Firefighters arrived at the scene to put out the inferno that had threatened to spread to 

other parts of the airport. A security source at the airport told Radio Dalsan that the cause 

of fire has been established as electrical fault. No one was injured in the inferno at Somalia's 

busiest airport. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201811120367.html 
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Somalia: Joint Statement By Leaders of Somalia Eritrea and Ethiopia At Bahr 

Dar Meet 

10 November 2018 

The leaders of Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, President 

Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo, and President Isaias Afwerki held a series of consultation in 

Bahr Dar,Ethiopia on November 9-10,2018. The three sides stressed that this,their second 

meeting in as many months, Highlights the historic transformation towards peace and 

integration in the horn of Africa. In their Consultations, the three leaders reviewed 

development and achivements Since the signing in Asmara of joint declaration on friendship 

and comprehensive cooperation between the three countries. 

They noted with satisfaction the tangible and positive outcomes already registered, and 

agreed to consolidate their mutual solidarity and support in addressing challenges that they 

face individually and collectively .In this regard, they stressed the importance of respecting 

the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of Somalia as well as their 

firm support for the Somalia people and Federal Government of Somalia and all its 

institution. They also commended them for the progress they are making towards peace and 

stability. 

The leaders of Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea welcomed the impending lifting of all sanctions 

against Eritrea and underscored their conviction that this act of justice would contribute to 

enhancing peace.development and cooperation in the region. They also reaffirmed their 

commitment to an inclusive regional peace and cooperation. The presidents of Eritria, 

Somalia expressed their profound appreciation to Prime Minister Aby and the people and 

Government of Ethiopia for the warm reception and Hospitality accorded to them and their 

delegation in the historic city of Gondor and beautiful city of Bahr Dar. a reception that 

reflected the close and historic ties between the three nations. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201811120235.html  
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UN agency deplores the repetition of most violent crimes against trade 

unionists and journalists in Somalia  

November 12, 2018 

Geneva-based United Nations agency, 

the International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) has deplored the “repetition of 

most violent crimes against trade 

unionists” and journalists in Somalia. 

The ILO’s governing body at a meeting 

in Geneva on Thursday, 8 November 2018, adopted new set of decisions addressed to the 

Federal Government of Somalia on the basis of freedom of association violations complaint 

lodged by the National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) and the Federation of Somali 

Trade Unions (FESTU) with the support of the International Trade Unions Confederation 

(ITUC). 

At its 334th session, the Governing Body of the ILO focused on the culture of impunity 

surrounding a case of a “very serious nature” such as arrest of the NUSOJ Vice-President; 

assassination attempt against the NUSOJ Secretary-General; assassination of a journalist, 

member of NUSOJ; interference from the authorities to take control of trade unions; and a 

campaign to discredit the independent trade union movement. 

The UN labour body has noted with deep concern the new case of murder of a journalist and 

member of the NUSOJ, Mr Abdirisaq Qasim Iman, who was shot dead by a police officer in 

Mogadishu’s Waberi district, and this case joins the list of violent attacks on journalists and 

union leaders which ILO denounced such as the assassination of another journalist and 

member of the NUSOJ, namely Mr Abdiasis Mohamed Ali; the arrest of Mr Abdi Adan Guled, 

Vice-President of NUSOJ; and any police investigation and judicial inquiry in relation to the 

assassination attempt against Mr Omar Faruk Osman, Secretary-General of the NUSOJ. 
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ILO “urges the Government to take all necessary measures within its power to ensure the 

full respect for fundamental rights, in particular those related to human life and personal 

safety, and to combat the culture of impunity created by an absence of investigation and 

prosecution of such heinous acts.” 

The governing body, comprising 28 governments, 14 employers’ representatives and 14 

workers’ representatives, noted that “investigations should focus not only on the individual 

author of the crime but also on the intellectual instigators in order for true justice to prevail 

and to meaningfully prevent any future violence against trade unionists”. 

“Three years ago, we put the Somali government in the dock and today it has been proved 

that we were right to do so, with the unceasing attacks on our fundamental democratic and 

human rights. Attempts to malign us and take over our unions under government setup 

failed to fool the ILO. These violations continue because of impunity enjoyed by the 

architects of these violations. Our government has to begin to do the right thing, stopping 

impunity,” said Omar Faruk Osman, NUSOJ Secretary General. 

The ILO Tripartite Committee also expressed its firm expectation that “the Government will 

provide without further delay detailed information on the measures taken to ensure that 

the FESTU and the NUSOJ can fully develop their trade union activities without hindrance.” 

The ILO Governing Body has discussed this complaint six times since 2015 and had asked the 

Government of Somalia on several occasions to take measures to put an end to the 

interference, aggression and stigmatization directed against NUSOJ and its leaders. 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161096/un_agency_deplores_the_repetition_

of_most_violent_crimes_against_trade_unionists_and_journalists_in_somalia.aspx 
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Iran's exports to Africa up by 17% 

TEHRAN, Nov. 12 (MNA) – Director General of Trade 

Promotion Organization (TPO) of Iran's Arabic-African 

Affairs Office Farzad Piltan announced that Iran's 

exports to the African states in the first six months of 

Iranian calendar year (March 21 to September 22) 

indicated a 17-percent growth compared to the figure for the same period last year. 

Farzad Piltan further said on Sunday that Iran's oil and non-oil exports to the African states, 

including Egypt, Kenya, Sudan, South Africa, Tunisia, Morocco, Mozambique, Tanzania, 

Djibouti and Somalia, amounted to $397 million in the first six months of Iranian calendar 

year (March 21 to September 22). 

He added that the value of exports to African nations stood at about $752 million last year, 

which was $142 million more than the figure for the preceding year. 

The most important export items of Iran to the African states include iron, steel, bitumen, 

liquid gas, chemical products, cement, food dough, biscuits, chocolate, flooring, paraffin, 

vaseline, motor oil and raisins. 

https://en.mehrnews.com/news/139531/Iran-s-exports-to-Africa-up-by-17 
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Resurgent ethnic nationalism shaping geopolitics in the horn  

November 12, 2018 

In an enthralling article, 

“Us and them: The 

enduring power of ethnic 

nationalism”, Jerry 

Muller has argued that 

although we generally 

tend to belittle the role of 

ethnic nationalism in 

politics, “it will drive 

global politics for 

generations to come”.  

The rise of Abiy Ahmed Ali (42) as Prime Minister of Ethiopia on April 2, 2018 and his bold 

move to open up Ethiopia to political reforms and to end hostilities with Eritrea heralded an 

era of peace in the turbulent Horn of Africa. 

NEW AXIS 

But the ascendancy of the first-ever ethnic Oromo to the helm of the Ethiopian state in 

modern times is fuelling ethnic nationalism and putting a sharp focus on the Oromo people 

as the centrepiece of an imagined Oromo-Somali ‘Cushitic Alliance’ as a new axis in the Horn 

of Africa politics. 

GEOPOLITICS 

The numbers and wide geographical spread of the Oromo, the largest ethnic group in the 

Horn of Africa, has put them at the apex of this residual nationalism. By 2015, the Oromo, 
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and an Afro-Asiatic linguistic group in the Horn of Africa, represented 34.5 percent (over 40 

million) of Ethiopia's population, half a million people in Kenya and 42,000 in Somalia. 

Prompters of the Oromo-Somali ‘Cushitic Alliance’ are seeking to replace the old geopolitical 

alliances based on the nation-state, which before April 2018 seemed to rest on a sturdy 

‘Bantu-Amhara Alliance’. 

ASIATIC POWER 

Before the 1935, Italian occupation, Ethiopia always imagined itself as an ‘Asiatic power’, 

and not an African empire. But Fascist Italy’s brutal conquest and Haile Selassie’s own 

humbling exile in England (1936-40) transformed Ethiopia into a symbol of African 

nationalism. 

As Jeremy Murray-Brown noted in his biography, Kenyatta: A Biography, in 1931 Mzee Jomo 

Kenyatta had kept the red, green and gold Ethiopian flag in his room at 75 Castle Road 

England commemorating a year after Haile Selassie was crowned Emperor having resisted 

colonisation by Fascist Italy. 

FIGHTER JETS 

In exile, Emperor Haile Selassie met Kenyatta and other pan-Africanists. After independence, 

Kenyatta invited the Emperor during the Jamhuri Day celebrations in June 1964, and named 

‘Haile Selassie Avenue’ in the honour of his Ethiopian friend. 

Notably, in his 15-year presidency, Kenyatta made only two foreign trips: one to England in 

July 1964 and the other to Ethiopia where fighter jets formed the name ‘JOMO’ on the sky 

in 1969! Haile Selassie also hived off a prime piece of land next to the British Embassy, 

allocating it to the Kenyan Embassy in Addis Ababa. 

WARFARE 

However, the ‘Bantu-Amhara Alliance moved to a new concrete level on December 27, 1963 

following the signing of the Kenya-Ethiopia Mutual Defence to contain Somalia’s 

expansionist ambitions in the Horn of Africa by annexing Ethiopia’s Ogaden region, Kenya’s 

North-Eastern District and Djibouti. 
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At the heart of ethnic nationalism in the Horn of Africa is the long and vexed history of 

accords and discords involving the “highlanders” (Bantu-Amhara) and the “lowlanders” 

(Oromo and Somali) in the Horn of Africa. Pan-Somali ethnic nationalism propelled by 

Somalia’s territorial claims against its neighbours led to four wars with Ethiopia: the 1960-

1964 Border War; the 1977-1978 Ogaden War; the 1982 border clash and the 1998-2000 

cross-border warfare during the turbulent era of warlords. 

CUSHITIC ALLIANCE 

It also contributed to the Somali Secessionist War (Shifta war) in Northern Kenya (1963-

1968) and, to a great extent, the Djiboutian Civil War (1991-1994). 

Today, a mix of Islamism and pan-Somali nationalism are also driving Al-Shabaab’s war 

against its neighbours and Internationally-backed Federal Government of Somalia in 

Mogadishu. 

More broadly, proponents of the ‘Cushitic Alliance’ see the rise of Abiy as a return to the 

glorious years of Oromo power from the 18th century to the 19th century when they were 

the dominant influence in Ethiopia. 

US-VERSUS-THEM 

In this configuration, the African Mission in Somalia (Amisom) fighting against the Al-

Shabaab is redefined as part of the “Bantu-Amhara” military offensive involving mainly 

Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, Djiobouti and Ethiopia (before April). 

Publicity of the Oromo-Somali Cushitic Axis has been kept low and out of the diplomatic 

purview. But paradoxically, it is the Eritreans, themselves “highlanders”, who are the 

theorists and prime movers of the idea. The us-versus-them Bantu-Cushitic divide is based 

on the logic that “the enemy of my enemy is a potential friend”. 

ISOLATION 

President Isaias Afwerki and his Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF) have always 

blamed former Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi’s Tigray People's Liberation Front 
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(TPLF) and the Amhara Democratic Party (ADP) within the EPRDF for the Eritrean — 

Ethiopian War (1998- 2000) and Eritrea’s subsequent isolation. 

Isaias has seized his détente with Abiy, as the leader of the Oromo Democratic Party (ODP) 

and chairman of Ethiopia’s ruling Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front 

(EPRDF), as an opportunity to vanquish and isolate his foes in Ethiopia. He has carefully 

wafted the idea of a Cushitic Alliance through a flurry of tri-lateral meetings with Abiy and 

Mohamed Abdullahi "Farmajo" of Somalia. 

FRICTION 

Geopolitical rivalries involving the Gulf States are adding a dangerous twist to the new 

politics of difference. In its recent report titled, “The United Arab Emirates in the Horn of 

Africa” (November 6, 2018), the Belgium-based think tank, the International Crisis Group, 

highlights the contradictory role of the Gulf states in the Horn of Africa. 

While the diplomacy and aid of the UAE and Saudi Arabia, were pivotal in the peace 

agreement that normalised the Eritrea-Ethiopia relations, competition with Qatar and 

Turkey has aggravated friction between Mogadishu and Somali regional leaders. 

RECOVERY PLAN 

The less ideological technocratic wing of the Somalia Government is looking to Kenya and 

Ethiopia to soar its economic recovery plan. Alliances based on recidivistic nationalism can 

only undermine the war on Al-Shabaab and Somalia’s recovery. 

Prof Kagwanja is a former Government Adviser and Chief Executive of the Africa Policy 

Institute 

https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2018/Nov/161093/resurgent_ethnic_nationalism_shaping_g

eopolitics_in_the_horn.aspx 
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